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(57) ABSTRACT 

A ?exible modesty panel is able to conform to curved 
furniture shapes to alloW the modesty panel to be used in 
connection With fumiture such as continuous classroom desk 
systems that may assume an arbitrary con?guration. For 
example, the ?exible modesty panel may be used With a 
modular desk system con?gured to form roWs of continuous 
curving desk surfaces. The modesty panel may have a 
plurality of grooves on one side. Panels may be longitudi 
nally interconnected using connectors disposed Within the 
grooves and may supported using panel support brackets 
that connect to the grooves. Bolts having oblong heads that 
are designed to slip into the grooves in the modesty panel 
enable panel support brackets to be connected at arbitrary 
positions along the length of the modesty panel. A top 
groove in the modesty panel may be provided to enable 

Int. Cl. name cards to be supported on the top edge of the modesty 
A47B 37/00 (2006.01) panel. 
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FLEXIBLE MODESTY PANEL FOR FURNITURE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to furniture such as 
desks and tables and, more particularly, to a ?exible modesty 
panel for fumiture. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Educational facilities generally have many class 
rooms to enable multiple classes to occur simultaneously. 
Initially, classrooms Were simply rooms With desks or chairs 
Where the students could sit in the presence of the lecturer. 
As teaching styles developed, classroom design changed as 
Well to suit the different teaching styles. Thus, the con?gu 
ration of a classroom may depend on the intended teaching 
style Which, frequently, depends on the subject matter to be 
taught in the classroom. The type of fumiture and the 
particular design of the furniture to be used in the classroom 
Will similarly depend on the classroom con?guration. 

[0005] One common Way of con?guring a classroom is to 
create long desk surfaces surrounding a central presentation 
area. Chairs spread along the long desk surface alloW 
students to face the presentation area While seated along the 
desk surface. The desk surfaces may be straight to form 
straight roWs, or may be curved to form curved roWs about 
the central presentation area, depending on the con?guration 
of the classroom. Classrooms of this nature are Widely used 
in specialiZed educational facilities, such as laW schools and 
business schools, and are increasingly being implemented in 
other types of educational facilities such as colleges, uni 
versities, and high-schools. Additionally, facilities that are 
not primarily educational, such as o?ice buildings, are 
starting to install classrooms to enable on-site training to be 
provided to employees. 

[0006] Although classrooms With curved desk surfaces 
may have certain advantages over other classroom con?gu 
rations for particular teaching styles, the desk surfaces for 
use in a classroom of this nature must often be custom 
designed for that classroom. Speci?cally, Where the desk 
surfaces are to be formed as arcs surrounding the central 
presentation area, each desk surface Will need to be formed 
to have a different radius of curvature given that it is to be 
placed a different distance from the presentation area. The 
modesty panels for use in such a classroom must be formed 
to ?t the desk surfaces and, hence, must be customized for 
the particular classroom as Well. The customiZation associ 
ated With fabricating the modesty panels increases the costs 
associated With out?tting a classroom Which, in turn, may 
inhibit proliferation of such classrooms. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] A ?exible modesty panel alloWs a conforming 
modesty panel to be provided With curved desk systems 
disposed in an arbitrary con?guration. According to one 
embodiment, the ?exible modesty panel is con?gured to 
have a plurality of grooves enabling the modesty panel to be 
secured to the modular fumiture components or other types 
of fumiture systems at a desired height. Panels may be 
secured to each other using modular in-line connectors and 
may be connected to the desk surfaces using panel support 
brackets. Specially designed bolts having oblong heads are 
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designed to slip into the grooves in the modesty panel and 
engage lips on the edges of the modesty panel grooves to 
enable the panel support brackets to be connected at arbi 
trary positions along the length of the modesty panel. A top 
groove in the modesty panel may be provided to enable 
name cards to be supported on the top edge of the modesty 
panel. The modesty panel may be used With the classroom 
table system described herein or With other tables, desks, 
table systems, or furniture. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0008] Aspects of the present invention are pointed out 
With particularity in the appended claims. The present inven 
tion is illustrated by Way of example in the folloWing 
draWings in Which like references indicate similar elements. 
The folloWing draWings disclose various embodiments of 
the present invention for purposes of illustration only and 
are not intended to limit the scope of the invention. For 
purposes of clarity, not every component may be labeled in 
every ?gure. In the ?gures: 

[0009] Aspects of the present invention are pointed out 
With particularity in the appended claims. The present inven 
tion is illustrated by Way of example in the folloWing 
draWings in Which like references indicate similar elements. 
The folloWing draWings disclose various embodiments of 
the present invention for purposes of illustration only and 
are not intended to limit the scope of the invention. For 
purposes of clarity, not every component may be labeled in 
every ?gure. In the ?gures: 

[0010] FIGS. 1 and 2 are block diagrams of classrooms 
including roWs of desk surfaces created from modular 
furniture components according to an embodiment of the 
invention; 
[0011] FIG. 3 is a front elevational vieW of a portion of a 
desk surface according to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0012] FIG. 4 is a top vieW of a support plate according 
to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0013] FIG. 5A is a top vieW ofa table top con?gured to 
be used in an embodiment of the invention; 

[0014] FIGS. 5B, 5D, and 5E are top vieWs ofthe table top 
of FIG. 5A supported by support plates of approximately the 
same siZe according to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0015] FIG. 5C is a front vieW of the desk system of FIG. 
5B; 

[0016] FIG. 6A is a top vieW of another table top shape 
con?gured to be used in an embodiment of the invention; 

[0017] FIG. 6B-6D are top vieWs of the table top of FIG. 
6A supported by support plates of approximately the same 
siZe according to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0018] FIG. 7A is a top vieW of another table top shape 
con?gured to be used in an embodiment of the invention; 

[0019] FIG. 7B-7D are top vieWs of the table top of FIG. 
7A supported by support plates of approximately the same 
siZe according to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0020] FIG. 8 is a front paraline exploded vieW of a 
portion of a desk system according to an embodiment of the 
invention; 
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[0021] FIG. 9 is a front perspective vieW of a modesty 
panel according to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0022] FIG. 10 is a side vieW in partial cross-section ofa 
portion of the modesty panel and a splice according to an 
embodiment of the invention; 

[0023] FIG. 11 is a side vieW in partial cross-section ofa 
portion of the modesty panel and a L-shaped support bracket 
according to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0024] FIGS. 12 and 13 are top vieWs of an attaching bolt 
that may be used to secure items to the modesty panel of 
FIG. 11; 

[0025] FIG. 14 is a perspective vieW of the bolt of one of 
FIGS. 12 and 13; 

[0026] FIGS. 15 and 16 are top vieWs illustrating the 
junction betWeen a front modesty panel and a side modesty 
panel as the radius of curvature of the desk system is 
changed; 

[0027] FIG. 17 is a perspective vieW of an E-shaped 
corner bracket according to an embodiment of the invention; 

[0028] FIG. 18 is a side vieW illustrating tWo alternative 
techniques of connecting an L-shaped support bracket to the 
modesty panel according to an embodiment of the invention; 
and 

[0029] FIG. 19 is a series of side vieWs in partial cross 
section, of a modesty panel and support bracket system 
illustrating a plurality of available height options for the 
modesty panel. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0030] The folloWing detailed description sets forth 
numerous speci?c details to provide a thorough understand 
ing of the invention. HoWever, those skilled in the art Will 
appreciate that the invention may be practiced Without these 
speci?c details. In other instances, Well-knoWn methods, 
procedures, components, protocols, algorithms, and circuits 
have not been described in detail so as not to obscure the 
invention. 

[0031] FIGS. 1 and 2 are block diagrams of classrooms 
10 con?gured using furniture designed according to an 
embodiment of the invention. In the deployment shoWn in 
FIG. 1, the desk surfaces 12 are con?gured to form straight 
roWs While in the deployment shoWn in FIG. 2, the desk 
surfaces 12 are con?gured to form curved roWs With differ 
ent radii of curvature (R1 and R2). Other desk surface 
shapes may be constructed as Well, such as roWs including 
both straight and curved portions, and the invention is not 
limited to the particular deployments illustrated in FIGS. 1 
and 2. 

[0032] As shoWn in FIG. 1, the classroom 10 includes a 
presentation area 14, Which may include a desk, podium, or 
other teaching stand, and may also include other common 
teaching aids such as White boards, chalk boards, video 
presentation equipment, and other commonly available 
teaching aids. The classroom also includes a student seating 
area 16 Which may include chairs 18 and elongated desk 
surfaces 12 formed in roWs. 

[0033] According to an embodiment of the invention, the 
desk surfaces 12 are formed from modular table tops 20 
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supported by support plates 22 Which alloW the table tops to 
be angularly adjusted relative to each other. Speci?cally, the 
table tops 20 may be supported by the support plates 22 at 
an arbitrary angle relative to a neighboring table top so that 
the combination of table tops and support plates alloW a 
uni?ed desk surface of arbitrary shape and radius to be 
approximated. Additionally, the support plates alloW gaps 
betWeen adjacent table tops to be spanned so that a continu 
ous desk surface may be created using discrete modular 
table tops 20 and support plates 22. 

[0034] For example, as shoWn in FIG. 2, the table tops 
may be disposed at selected angles relative to each other to 
enable the table tops and support plates to form arcuate 
continuous desk surfaces having different radii (R1, R2) in 
a classroom setting. Other classroom con?gurations are 
possible as Well and the invention is not limited to a 
classroom having straight or arcuate shapes. Rather, any 
common classroom con?guration may be approximated 
using the modular table tops and support plates, so that 
classroom desk surfaces may be formed Without requiring 
the design and fabrication of custom furniture for the 
particular classroom. 

[0035] The support plates are supported by pedestals 24 
and the table tops are bolted or otherWise secured to the 
support plates so that the table tops may be fully supported 
by the support plates Without requiring the table tops to have 
an independent set of legs. Optionally, the roWs of tables 
may be mounted on risers relative to the presentation area, 
in Which case the pedestals may be attached to the riser ?oor 
or the riser ridge extending betWeen riser ?oors. 

[0036] FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of the invention 
in Which a pedestal 24 is provided to elevate the support 
plate 22 relative to the ground surface 26. In the embodiment 
illustrated in FIG. 3, the pedestal 24 has a base 28 con?g 
ured to bolt or otherWise attach to the ?oor of the classroom. 
The base 28 in the illustrated embodiment supports tWo 
chairs 18 in a self-retracting manner such that the chairs Will 
be pulled toWard the table tops 20 When not in use. The 
invention is not limited to the use of a pedestal that includes 
self-retracting chairs, hoWever, as other types of chairs may 
be used as Well. An example of a chair that may be used in 
connection With an embodiment of the invention is 
described in greater detail in US. patent application Ser. No. 
11/076,358, ?led Mar. 9, 2005, and entitled Chair With 
Self-Adjusting Chair Back, the content of Which is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. 

[0037] The pedestal 24 includes post 30 to extend betWeen 
the base 28 and the support plate 22. The post 30 may extend 
straight upWard or may angle aWay from the base 28 (eg 
forWard) to alloW the support plate to be supported at a 
region other than directly over the base 28. For example, the 
post 30 may extend forWard so that the base 28 may be 
mounted to the riser and the support plate may extend over 
the edge of the riser. Additionally, causing the post to extend 
forWard alloWs the location of the pivot point of the self 
retracting chairs to be placed closer to the rear edge of the 
table top to make it easier for the users to get into and out 
of the chairs. The invention is not limited to the use of a 
particular con?guration for the pedestal 24 as many different 
con?gurations may be possible. 

[0038] The post 30 connects to the support plate 22 using 
an appropriate attachment mechanism, such as bolts or 
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rivets. Other permanent attachment techniques may be used 
as Well, such as by Welding the support plate 22 to the post 
30. The invention is not limited to the particular manner in 
Which this connection is made. 

[0039] Optionally, an electrical module 32 having one or 
more data ports 34 and/or electrical outlets 36 may be 
provided on the support plate to alloW users to connect a 
laptop computer to a computer netWork and to alloW users 
to poWer electrical devices that may need to be used in the 
classroom. Optionally, electrical Wires 38 and data cables 40 
required to service the electrical module 32 may be chan 
neled through the pedestal 24, although other Wire keeping 
mechanisms may be used as Well. 

[0040] In the illustrated embodiment, the support plate 22 
is disposed under the table tops 20 to provide support to the 
table tops. The invention is not limited in this manner, 
hoWever, as the support plate may be con?gured to extend 
over the top of the table tops 20 or into a groove carved in 
the edge of the table tops 20. For example, the support plates 
may be formed of Vs inch or 3/16 inch stainless steel or other 
metal and beveled to attach so that an edge of the support 
plate merges into the top surface of the table top. Thus, many 
combinations of support plates and table tops may be 
possible and the invention is not limited to the several 
illustrated embodiments. 

[0041] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a support plate 18 
that may be used in connection With desk system according 
to an embodiment of the invention. As shoWn in FIG. 4, the 
support plate 22 has a front edge 42 designed to be closer to 
the edge of the desk facing the chairs, and has a rear edge 
44 aWay from the edge of the desk Where the users Will be 
sitting. 
[0042] In the illustrated example, the table tops are rela 
tively trapeZoidal in shape, Which alloWs the inter-table 
spacing, When measured along the front edge 42 of the 
support plate 36, to vary depending on the relative angle 0t 
betWeen adjoining tables, While alloWing the inter-table 
spacing, When measured along the rear edge 44, to remain 
relatively constant. The opposite con?guration may be used 
as Well, Where the inter-table spacing along the front edge 42 
is caused to remain relatively constant, and the rear table 
corners are alloWed to be disposed at different distances 
relative to each other. Additionally, optionally, the tables 
may be connected to the support plates intermediate the 
front and rear edges so that the inter-table spacing at the 
middle of the plate may be relatively constant. The invention 
is thus not limited to the particular embodiments described 
herein. 

[0043] The support plate may include a ?rst set of aper 
tures 46 located adjacent the rear edge of the support plate 
30, and through Which bolts may be used to connect the table 
tops to the support plate. The ?rst set of apertures 46 alloW 
the rear edge 44 of the support plate 22 to be connected to 
the table tops 20 in a consistent manner to achieve regular 
inter-table spacing along the rear edge of the desk system. 
Speci?cally, the apertures 46 close to the rear edge 44 may 
accept bolts (not shoWn) that Will engage a mating nut or 
otherWise engage the material of the table top 20 to secure 
the corner of the table top to the support plate. By using 
apertures 46 approximating the siZe of the bolts, the inter 
table spacing along the rear edge 38 may be maintained 
regardless of the orientation of the tables relative to each 
other. 
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[0044] Since the table tops are to be mountable at different 
angles relative to the support plate, an arcuate connector 48 
is formed in at least one of the support plate 22 and the table 
top 20 to enable variably positioned interconnection of the 
support plate and table top to occur closer to the front edge 
42 of the support plate 22. The radius of curvature (R3) of 
the arcuate connector 48 may be set to be coincident With the 
distance betWeen the aperture 46 and the respective arcuate 
connector 48 so that a mating connector may connect With 
a portion of the arcuate connector at any desired position. 
For example, the arcuate connector may be an arcuate 
aperture in the support plate through Which a bolt may 
engage an aperture 50 in the table. Alternatively, the arcuate 
connector may be a groove carved in the table top through 
Which a bolt may engage the table top via an appropriately 
disposed aperture in the connector plate. Other connection 
systems may be used as Well and the invention is not limited 
to one of these connection systems. 

[0045] The support plate may have additional features, 
such as an aperture 52 to receive or accept an electrical 
module 32. As shoWn in FIG. 4, the electrical module 
should be located in a portion of the support plate 22 that is 
not intended to support the table tops 18. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the data port has been draWn as relatively close 
to the rear surface 44, since the mounting location of the 
table tops 20 is con?gured to be ?xed along the rear edge. 
Speci?cally, since the tables are ?xed along the rear edge, 
sufficient room to support the data port should be available 
regardless of the manner in Which the tables are disposed 
relative to each other. The invention is not limited in this 
manner, as the electrical module may be placed in another 
suitable location or, alternatively, multiple electrical mod 
ules may be provided on the support plate. 

[0046] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, the front 
corners along the front edge 42 are beveled 54 to prevent the 
corners from sticking out from the front surface of the table 
tops When the tops are angled relative to each other. The 
invention is not limited in this regard, as alternatively a 
square or other shaped support plate may be used. 

[0047] The support plates 22 may be formed of metal, 
plastic, Wood, or another material capable of supporting the 
Weight of the table tops, books, and other items commonly 
placed on table tops in an educational environment. The 
table tops may be made of Wood such as fumiture grade 
particle board covered With a melamine or other laminate 
surface, may be made of a solid surface, or may be made of 
a plastic such as a bloW-molded plastic. The invention is not 
limited to the type of material used to make the table tops or 
support plates. 

[0048] The support plates may be relatively small in 
comparison to the table tops 20 as shoWn in FIGS. 1-4 or, 
as shoWn in FIGS. 5A-5D, 6A-6D, and 7A-7D, may be 
siZed to approximate the table tops. FIG. 5C illustrates a 
front vieW of the desk system of this embodiment Where the 
support plates are con?gured to be of approximately the 
same siZes as the table tops. SiZing the support plates to be 
relatively large may alloW the support plate to be used as 
additional Writing areas by students in the classroom. In 
these several ?gures, the shape of the trapeZoids is varied 
such that both surfaces are straight (FIGS. 5A-5D), one 
surface is straight and one has a slight curvature (FIGS. 
6A-6D), or to have tWo slightly curved surfaces (FIGS. 
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7A-7D). The invention is thus not limited to the use of a 
perfect trapezoid but rather may extend to use table tops 
shaped in other Ways. 

[0049] The angle [3 (see FIG. 5A) of the trapeZoid and the 
length of the tables determines the minimum radius of 
curvature that may be formed in a desk system using the 
modular tables described herein. Accordingly, these param 
eters may be adjusted to alloW typical deployments to occur 
Without requiring modi?cation of the tables. For example, in 
one embodiment of the invention the angle [3 betWeen the 
front and side edges of the trapezoidal shaped table top is 
betWeen about 70° and 80°, and more particularly approxi 
mately 74°, although the invention is not limited in this 
manner as other angles may be used as Well. Where the table 
is to seat tWo people, the table top may be designed to have 
a front surface of approximately ?ve to six feet. The inven 
tion is also not limited in this manner, hoWever, as other 
siZed table tops may be used Without departing from the 
present invention. 

[0050] FIG. 8 illustrates an exploded vieW of an embodi 
ment of the invention in Which a ?exible modesty panel is 
provided in connection With the desk system. As shoWn in 
FIG. 8, and as described above, the desk system includes 
table tops 20' supported by support plates 22, each of Which 
is con?gured to mate With a pedestal 24. A ?exible modesty 
panel 56 may be attached to the table top or support plates 
using an L-shaped support bracket 58. The modesty panel 56 
may be supported on its ends by an E-shaped comer bracket 
60 con?gured to engage the modesty panel 56 and an end 
support bracket 62. The end support bracket 62 connects to 
a modesty panel end piece 64 con?gured to shield the 
underside of the desks at the end of a roW of tables. 
Additional details about each of the pieces associated With 
the modesty panel and the various brackets that may be used 
to attach the modesty panel to the tables are provided beloW. 

[0051] The table described herein may be used With the 
modesty panel described beloW, or alternatively, the table 
may be provided With no modesty panel or provided With a 
di?‘erently con?gured modesty panel. Similarly, the modesty 
panel described herein may be used With the desk system 
described herein, other desk systems including custom made 
desk systems, tables, desks, and other types of furniture. The 
modesty panel and desk system, While con?gured to Work 
together, are not limited to being used together as each may 
be used alone or in combination With other respective 
components. 

[0052] FIG. 9 illustrates one embodiment of a ?exible 
modesty panel 56 that may be used With the desk system 
described herein or With another piece of furniture such as 
another desk system, desk, or table. Providing a ?exible 
modesty panel alloWs the same modesty panel to be used 
With a desk system regardless of the con?guration of the 
desk system. Speci?cally, by making the modesty panel 
?exible, the same modesty panel sections may be used to 
create a continuous arc shape of arbitrary radius of curvature 
to alloW the modesty panel to be used in a classroom setting, 
such as in connection With a group of table tops and support 
plates forming a desk surface as discussed in greater detail 
above. Additionally, the ?exible modesty panel alloWs the 
modesty panel to conform to other curved shapes depending 
on the particular type of application With Which it is to be 
used. For example, the ?exible modesty panel could be used 

Nov. 16, 2006 

With desks having a curved rear edge. Thus, the ?exible 
modesty panel may be used in a plurality of different 
settings. 
[0053] As shoWn in FIG. 9, the modesty panel 56 may be 
con?gured With a plurality of elongate grooves 66 to enable 
the modesty panel to be attached to the support brackets 58, 
60 to be supported relative to the table. By providing a 
plurality of grooves along the inside surface, optionally at 
regular vertical intervals, the support brackets 58, 60 may be 
attached to the modesty panel at different heights and, hence, 
the top edge 68 of the modesty panel 56 may be adjusted 
relative to the top surface of the tables. For example, Where 
the modesty panel is to extend only to the top edge of the 
table top, the support brackets 58, 60 used to attach the 
modesty panel to the desk system may be attached to one or 
more of the elongate grooves 66 relatively close to the top 
edge 68. Where the top edge is to extend above the top 
surface of the table top, a set of grooves doWnWard from the 
top edge may be selected. 

[0054] Optionally, the modesty panel may have a textured 
front exterior surface 70, for example including a plurality 
of vertically spaced triangular ridges 72 extending the length 
of the modesty panel. These or other decorative surfaces 
may be extruded With the panel, embossed on the surface of 
the modesty panel, or otherWise provided to enhance the 
appearance of the modesty panel. The invention is not 
limited to a particular type of decorative front surface 70. 

[0055] A top groove 74 may be created to run the length 
of the modesty panel to alloW name cards to be inserted into 
the top edge 68 of the modesty panel. The name cards may 
be used to designate particular seats as being assigned to 
individuals, or may be used to identify the individual seated 
at that position to the person making the presentation and 
other students in the classroom. 

[0056] The modesty panel 56 may be formed of a plurality 
of pieces Which are joined together by a splice mechanism 
76. One example of a splice mechanism 76 that may be used, 
for example, is illustrated in FIG. 9. As shoWn in FIG. 9, the 
splice mechanism 76 has tWo pieces 78, 80 of material such 
as metal, that are con?gured to be received in ends of the 
grooves 66 of respective pieces of material that are being 
joined together. Once inserted into the grooves, the tWo 
pieces 78, 80, may be caused to move aWay from each other 
(eg by turning screWs or bolts disposed through the splice) 
such that one piece 78 impinges on the back Wall of the 
groove 66 and the other piece 80 impinges the front edges 
of the groove 66. 

[0057] FIG. 10 shoWs a cross-sectional vieW of a splice 
mechanism 76 inserted into one of the grooves 66 of the 
modesty panel 56. As shoWn in FIG. 10, the grooves 66 of 
the modesty panel 56 are formed by adjacent T-shaped 
protrusions 82, Which de?ne front interior surfaces 84, side 
interior surfaces 86, and a back interior surface 88. When the 
pieces of the splice 76 move aWay from each other (eg by 
turning bolt 90), the front piece 80 engages the front surfaces 
84 of adjacent T-shaped protrusions 82 and the rear piece 78 
engages the back interior surface 88 of the groove 66. 
Engagement of these pieces (78, 80) With the surfaces of the 
groove 66 prevents the splice 76 from sliding along the 
groove 66. By disposing a portion of the splice 76 into 
grooves of adjacent sections of modesty panel 56, the 
modesty panel sections may be joined together. A similar 
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mechanism may be used to secure the prongs 92 of the 
E-shaped corner bracket 60 (see FIG. 17) Within the grooves 
66 of the modesty panel 56 to secure the E-shaped comer 
bracket 60 to the modesty panel 56 and, hence, alloW the 
modesty panel to be secured at its ends. 

[0058] L-shaped support brackets 58 and other elements of 
interest, such as optionally shelves or hooks, may be secured 
to the modesty panel using bolts 92 that are designed to ?t 
into the grooves 66 and engage the front interior surfaces 84 
of the T-shaped protrusions 82. FIG. 11 illustrates an 
L-shaped support bracket 58 attached to the modesty panel 
56, and FIGS. 12-14 illustrate embodiments of a bolt that 
may be con?gured to perform this purpose. As shoWn in 
these ?gures, the bolt 92 has a head 94 and a shaft 96. The 
head 94, in this example, is elongated in one direction and 
thin in the other, so that the thin dimension (a) of the bolt 
Will alloW the bolt to ?t betWeen the edges 96 of the 
T-shaped protrusions 82 to slip into the grooves 66 in the 
modesty panel 56 intermediate the ends of the modesty 
panel. At the same time, the elongated portions of the head 
94 are designed to be of sufficient length (b) to engage the 
interior side surfaces 86 When the bolt is turned relative to 
the groove 66. 

[0059] By inserting the bolt 90 into the groove 66 and 
turning the bolt through an angle approaching 90 degrees, 
the longer portions of the head 94 Will engage the front 
interior surfaces 84 causing the bolt to be placed in a 
position Where it is able to exert force against the front 
interior surfaces 84 and, hence, to hold onto the modesty 
panel. Optionally, the long portions of the head of the bolt 
may be con?gured to be slightly longer than an interior 
dimension of the groove 66 such that the edges 98 of the 
long portion of the head 94 of the bolt 92 Will butt against 
the side interior surfaces 86 of the groove 66 to prevent the 
head of the bolt from turning Within the groove more than a 
particular amount. This enables the bolt to be tightened to 
nut 100 While positioned Within the groove Without requir 
ing a tool to hold the head of the bolt 92 from turning Within 
the groove. 

[0060] The modesty panel may be made of one or more 
resilient pliable plastic sheets of appropriate Width and 
thickness, and extend the length of the roW of tables. These 
sheets may be supported by L-shaped support brackets 58 
intermediate the ends and may be supported on the ends by 
a combination of an E-shaped comer bracket 60 and an end 
support bracket 62 and a modesty panel end piece 64. 

[0061] To alloW the radius of curvature of the modesty 
panel to remain relatively constant at the end of a roW of 
tables, the junction betWeen the modesty panel 56 and the 
modesty panel end piece 64 may be adjustable relative to the 
edge of the tables. For example, as shoWn in FIG. 15, Where 
the tables tops are positioned in a straight line, the modesty 
panel Will folloW the straight line of the edges of the tables 
and the joint 104 betWeen the front modesty panel 56 and the 
modesty panel end piece 64 Will be relatively close to the 
front edge of the tables. HoWever, as shoWn in FIG. 16 
Where the tables are positioned in an arc, to alloW the 
modesty panel to have an arced shape at the ends of the roWs 
of desks, the joints 104 betWeen the front modesty panel 56 
and the modesty panel end piece 64 Will need to be formed 
a distance aWay from the edge of the table. 

[0062] According to an embodiment of the invention, end 
support bracket 62 is attached to the support plate 22 at the 
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end of the roW of tables. The end support bracket 62 has a 
plurality of horizontally oriented elongate apertures 63 
formed to alloW the modesty panel end piece 64 to be 
attached to the vertical portion of the end support bracket 62 
at a desired horizontal position relative to the end piece. For 
example, the modesty panel end piece 64 may be formed 
from melamine and carry pre-threaded inserts con?gured to 
receive bolts disposed through the elongate apertures 63. 

[0063] The modesty panel end piece is attached to the 
E-shaped corner bracket 60 using bolts or another appropri 
ate attachment mechanism. By mounting the modesty panel 
end piece relative to the support plate 22 at a desired 
horiZontal location, the junction 104 betWeen the modesty 
panel end piece 64 and the modesty panel 56 may be 
positioned at a desired distance aWay from the front edge of 
the tables. The invention is not limited to this particular 
described embodiment, as other Ways of enabling the mod 
esty panel 56 to assume a relatively uniform radius of 
curvature may be employed as Well. For example, the end 
support bracket 62 may be adjustably connected to the 
support plate 22 and ?xed directly to the E-shaped comer 
bracket or, alternatively, made integral With the E-shaped 
corner bracket and thus con?gured to directly carry the 
expandable plates 84 of the E-shaped corner bracket. 

[0064] As mentioned above, the modesty panel is sup 
ported intermediate its ends via L-shaped support brackets 
58 attached to the table tops 20. Optionally, the modesty 
panel may also be attached to the support plates 22 disposed 
betWeen the table tops using L-shaped support brackets 58. 
HoWever, as With the end junction described above, the 
junction betWeen the modesty panels and support plates Will 
vary depending on the amount of curvature of the desk 
system. Thus, since the distance betWeen the support plate 
and modesty panel Will vary depending on the radius of 
curvature of the modesty panel, the L-shaped support brack 
ets 58 may have elongated slot-shaped apertures formed in 
their upper surfaces to alloW the L-shaped support brackets 
58 to be attached to the support plates at different relative 
locations. This alloWs the doWnWardly dependent portion of 
the L-shaped support bracket to be spaced a desired distance 
from the rear edge of the support panel depending on the 
particular con?guration of the desk surface and associated 
modesty panel. 

[0065] The E-shaped corner bracket 60 is illustrated in 
greater detail in FIG. 17. As shoWn in FIG. 17, the comer 
bracket has one or more pairs of plates 92 that are designed 
to expand to engage the interior surfaces 84, 86 of the 
grooves 66 of the modesty panel 56 in a manner similar to 
the splices 76 described above in connection With FIGS. 9 
and 10. The E-shaped comer bracket also has a plurality of 
apertures 86 through Which bolts may extend to engage the 
modesty panel end piece 64. 

[0066] As described above, the modesty panels may be 
formed With a plurality of grooves on one surface to alloW 
the modesty panels to be connected at any point along their 
surface to support brackets to thereby alloW the modesty 
panels to be used regardless of the radius of curvature of the 
desk system to Which they are attached. The modesty panels 
may be secured using bolts such as the bolts described above 
in connection With FIGS. 13-14, or may be con?gured to 
receive appropriately con?gured appendages 108 on support 
brackets 58', such as the protrusions illustrated in FIG. 18. 
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[0067] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 18, one 
support bracket 58 is designed to be connected to the 
modesty panel 56 using bolts 90 and the other support 
bracket 58' is designed to have mating appendages 108 that 
are con?gured to ?t Within the grooves 66 de?ned by the 
T-shaped protrusions 82 on the modesty panel 56. The 
mating appendages 108 may be slid into the grooves from 
the end of the modesty panel or may be pushed into the 
grooves 66 intermediate the ends of the modesty panel such 
as by bending the panel about a lateral axis to open the 
grooves or by angling the front faces of the mating append 
ages. 

[0068] Three examples of shapes that may be used to form 
the appendages have been illustrated in FIG. 18. In practice, 
one shape Would most likely be selected for the appendages. 
In particular, the appendages 108 have been illustrated as 
assuming a relatively rectangular shape 110, a rectangular 
shape With beveled edges 112, and an arroW-shaped portion 
114 having ?exible ends 116 that may be bent toWard a 
central shaft 118 to alloW the appendage 108 to more easily 
push into the groove 66. 

[0069] To provide stability to the modesty panel, a bracket 
58, 58' may have more than one appendage 108 or a bolt 90 
vertically spaced along its length to alloW the bracket 58, 58' 
to engage multiple grooves 66 in the panel 56. Since the 
bolts/appendages may engage any of the grooves 66, the 
height of the modesty panel 56 may be adjusted When it is 
installed or at a later date to cause the height of the modesty 
panel 56 to vary such that the top edge 68 of the modesty 
panel 56 may extend beloW the desk surface, be approxi 
mately ?ush With the desk surface, or extend a desired height 
above the desk surface. AlloWing the modesty panel height 
to vary alloWs different teachers With different teaching 
styles to specify Whether the top of the desk should be 
vieWable from the presentation area or not. 

[0070] In the description set forth above, the L-shaped 
support bracket 58 may be relatively short, eg on the order 
of one to tWo inches, to provide intermittent support to the 
modesty panel along its length. In another embodiment, the 
L-shaped may be formed to be elongated, for example to 
attach to the modesty panel along its entire length. This 
alloWs any gap that may exist betWeen the modesty panel 
and the edge of the desk to be ?lled so that pencils and other 
sundry elements Will not fall through the gap on the far edge 
of the desk. The invention is not limited in this regard, 
hoWever, as many different embodiments may be envi 
sioned. 

[0071] The modesty panel may have different numbers of 
grooves and different embossments on the surface opposite 
the grooves. In one embodiment, the modesty panel has a 
series of grooves intermediate non-grooved end portions. 
FIG. 19 illustrates an embodiment of the modesty panel 
having tWo edge regions of differing lengths that are pro 
vided Without grooves. The non-grooved end regions are 
designed to alloW the portion of the modesty panel 56 that 
extends above the surface of the desk to not have exposed 
grooves. This may be advantageous Where the grooves are 
likely to collect debris if exposed above the surface of the 
desk. 

[0072] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 19, the edge 
regions of the modesty panel form a ?rst ?at area 118 having 
a ?rst height and a second ?at area 120 having a second, 
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longer height. These heights are con?gured to alloW ?at 
regions of differing amounts to be exposed above the surface 
of the desk depending on the manner in Which the modesty 
panel 56 is oriented relative to the desk surface. For 
example, in position A the modesty panel 56 is oriented With 
the short ?at area 118 toWard the top and the L-shaped 
support bracket 58 engaged in the top grooves to cause the 
top surface 68 of the modesty panel 56 to be someWhat 
beloW the top surface of the table top. As the L-shaped 
support bracket 58 is moved doWnWard, as shoWn in posi 
tions B and C, into successive combinations of grooves, the 
top edge of the modesty panel becomes approximately ?ush 
With the top surface of the table top (position B) and then 
rises such that a portion of the short ?at area 118 of the 
modesty panel begins to be exposed above the top surface of 
the table top (position C). 

[0073] Once the L-shaped support bracket 58 has been 
loWered a su?icient distance, additional loWering of the 
L-shaped support bracket 58 Will start to cause the grooves 
66 to appear above the top of the table surface. To provide 
a higher ?at portion of exposed modesty panel 56, the 
modesty panel may be ?ipped vertically to cause the rela 
tively longer ?at portion 120 to be on top, for example as 
shoWn in position D. As the L-shaped support bracket 58 is 
moved doWnWard, additional area of the large ?at region 
120 Will be exposed as shoWn in positions E and F. 

[0074] It should be understood that various changes and 
modi?cations of the embodiments shoWn in the draWings 
and described in the speci?cation may be made Within the 
spirit and scope of the present invention. Accordingly, it is 
intended that all matter contained in the above description 
and shoWn in the accompanying draWings be interpreted in 
an illustrative and not in a limiting sense. The invention is 
limited only as de?ned in the folloWing claims and the 
equivalents thereto. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A ?exible modesty panel for fumiture, comprising: 

a ?rst modesty panel section con?gured to be pliable in a 
longitudinal direction to enable the modesty panel 
section to assume a desired radius of curvature. 

2. The ?exible modesty panel of claim 1, further com 
prising at least a second modesty panel, con?gured like the 
?rst modesty panel, and joined to the ?rst modesty panel 
section to form a continuous modesty panel. 

3. The ?exible modesty panel of claim 1, Wherein a 
groove is de?ned along a top edge of the ?exible modesty 
panel, said groove being con?gured to a hold name card 
associated With a person located at that longitudinal place 
along the modesty panel. 

4. The ?exible modesty panel of claim 1, Wherein the 
modesty panel section is formed to have a plurality of 
elongate grooves formed in the longitudinal direction. 

5. The ?exible modesty panel of claim 4, Wherein the 
elongate grooves are formed by a plurality of elongate 
T-shaped protrusions. 

6. The ?exible modesty panel of claim 5, Wherein the 
modesty panel sections are connected by splices con?gured 
to ?t Within said grooves and engage edges of said T-shaped 
protrusions. 

7. The ?exible modesty panel of claim 5, Wherein the 
inside edges of said T-shaped protrusions are con?gured to 




