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(57) ABSTRACT 

A separable, magnetically-clasping clothing fastener com 
prising a ?rst magnetic clasp member having a means for 
magnetically engaging a second magnetic clasp member, 
Wherein the means for magnetically engaging the ?rst and 
second magnetic clasp members comprises a generally elon 
gated female connector portion and a generally elongated 
male connector portion that magnetically bind to one 
another When the male connector portion is seated in the 
female connector portion. At least one of the magnetic clasp 
members is permanently or releasably attachable to an 
adornment member. 
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MAGNETICALLY CLASPING CLOTHING 
FASTENER FOR PRESENTING AN ADORNMENT 

[0001] The present invention provides a separable cloth 
ing fastener having a magnetic clasp that is useful for 
presenting an adornment on a supporting member, such as 
clothing. The adornment is optionally detachable and inter 
changeable. Adomments are optionally present on one or 
both of the separable portions of the magnetic clothing 
fastener. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] Clothing fasteners of the art, such as cul?inks, 
fasten layers of clothing together Where both layers of 
clothing have holes for passing the cu?link through. Cloth 
ing fasteners of the art also include means for fastening 
adornments to clothing, such as studs, buttons and snaps. 
The present invention provides a magnetically clasping 
clothing fastener that provides a means for fastening adom 
ments to clothing, optionally as a clothing fastener such as 
a cuf?ink. 

[0003] Cu?links of the art have one side that is small 
enough to ?t through the holes in the clothing layer, but the 
side that is typically decorative preferably is too large to pass 
through the hole. Several cuf?ink variations exist, such as a 
simple dumb-bell arrangement Wherein a large decorative 
member, typically generally disk-shaped, is attached perma 
nently to a stud that is attached permanently to a smaller 
member capable of passing through the hole in the fabric. 
The most popular cul?ink variant has a member that is 
expanded after insertion through the hole in the fabric, such 
as the hinged-leaf devices of U.S. patent class 24, subclass 
90.1/97. That popular cul?ink variant has the advantage of 
being easily fastenable With one hand. 

[0004] Some cu?links of the art provide for interchange 
able decorative members, as exempli?ed in U.S. Pat. No. 
6,363,584 B1, Apr. 2, 2002. The decorations are limited to 
the insertable portions speci?cally manufactured and 
designed to ?t into the base of the decorative member. In that 
patent, the insertable portions are magnetic, but the cuf?ink 
back member is the common expandable member of the art. 

[0005] Culfs having holes through all of the layers of 
fabric to be fastened are also fastened using tWo buttons 
merely seWn together, Wherein at least one of the buttons is 
capable of being passed through the holes. Double-button 
fasteners can be made from any button design, provided that 
one of the buttons is capable of passing through the holes of 
the fabric to be fastened. 

[0006] The style of clothing can be altered dramatically 
through the use of decorative buttons. An individual may 
Wish to use decorative buttons on a piece of clothing “off the 
rack” in order to impress the clothing With that individual’s 
oWn style. A staid Workhorse garment, such as a White shirt, 
can become dramatic evening Wear through use of stylish 
decorative buttons. Permanently af?xed decorative buttons 
may limit the jeWelry that a Wearer can Wear together With 
that out?t While remaining in the desired style. 

[0007] The magnetic clothing fastener of the present 
invention is distinguished from the magnetic snap fasteners 
of the art, noW ?nding popular use for closing ?aps on 
handbags and Wallets, as exempli?ed by U.S. Pat. No. 
6,836,935 B2 Jan. 4, 2005, U.S. Design Pat. No. D438,451S, 
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Mar. 6, 2001, (and its related applications) and U.S. Design 
Pat. No. Des. 430,483, Sep. 5, 2000, U.S. Pat. No. 5,722,126 
(and its related patents), U.S. Pat. No. 4,453,294 (Morita), 
RE B2 4,021,891. 

[0008] U.S. Pat. No. 5,197,168 (Mar. 30, 1993), and 
related patents, discloses a magnetic jeWelry closure having 
a Wire safety clasp. The Wire safety clasp serves as a 
mechanical second closure means, Which acts as a safety to 
prevent the magnetic members from being separated until 
intentional release of the mechanical closure by a user. The 
magnetic jeWelry closure optionally includes a spring ring 
closure for attaching to jewelry, such as a chain, to the 
magnetic closure, thus permitting the use of such closure as 
a replacement clasp for jeWelry having a safety closure 
feature. 

[0009] U.S. Pat. No. 6,434,801, Aug. 20, 2002, discloses 
a magnetic closure for items of clothing, Wherein a magnetic 
body is positioned in an enclosed strip that can be applied to 
each of the clothing ?aps to be joined. 

[0010] The present invention provides an alternative mag 
netically-clasping clothing fastener for presenting an adom 
ment. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention provides a clothing fastener 
having a magnetic clasp. The present invention provides a 
solution to the problem of hoW to present adornments (for 
example, sculpted art or antique buttons) on clothing. The 
present invention additionally provides an alternative Way to 
present an adornment on clothing using a fastener that may 
be easier for some people to handle and to fasten than for 
example buttons or snaps. The present invention provides a 
magnetic clasp fastener that is easily adapatable to accom 
modate the use of a Wide variety of items as adornments for 
clothing. The present invention additionally provides a solu 
tion to the problem of hoW to use adornments through a 
buttonhole on clothing When the adornment does not ?t 
through the buttonhole. In some embodiments, the present 
invention additionally provides a solution to the problem of 
hoW to easily exchange adornments on clothing. In some 
embodiments, the present invention provides an alternative 
type of cu?link. 

[0012] The present invention is a clothing fastener com 
prising a ?rst magnetic clasp member having a means for 
magnetically engaging a second magnetic clasp member. At 
least one of the magnetic clasp members may be attached, 
either permanently or releasably, to an adornment member. 
The invention contemplates magnetic clasp in combination 
With other clasps knoWn in the art as a secondary clasping 
mechanism. In the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the means for magnetically engaging the ?rst and second 
magnetic clasp members utiliZes a male-female type con 
nection Where both clasp members contain magnets that 
attract one another to assist in holding the tWo magnetic 
clasp members together When they are engaged. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] In the draWings forming part of the present disclo 
sure: 

[0014] FIG. 1 represents cross-sectional vieWs of tWo 
embodiments (FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B) of a magnetically 
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clasping clothing fastener. Both vieWs FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B 
show interconnecting male 20 and female 30 magnetic clasp 
members having a means for magnetically engaging. 

[0015] In FIG. 1A, a magnet 65 at the end of the female 
connector portion magnetically binds to a magnet or mag 
net-binding metal 55 at the end of the male connector 
portion When the male connector portion is seated in the 
female connector portion. An adornment 12 can be attached 
to the male magnetic clasp member 20 via its adomment 
binding portion 10, Which is a simple Wire loop in the 
embodiment shoWn. Similarly, an adornment 13 can be 
attached to the female magnetic clasp member 30 via its 
adornment-binding portion 11. 

[0016] In FIG. 1B, the adornment-binding portions 10 and 
11 are metal rings. In addition to the elements shoWn in FIG. 
1A, the Walls of the female magnetic clasp member have a 
magnet or magnets 60 that bind magnetically to the magnet 
or magnet-binding metal 50 in the shaft of the male magnetic 
clasp member. 

[0017] FIG. 2 represents cross-sectional vieWs of tWo 
embodiments (FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B) of a magnetically 
clasping clothing fastener. Both vieWs FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B 
shoW interconnecting male 20 and female 30 magnetic clasp 
members having a means for magnetically engaging. View 
FIG. 2A shoWs an embodiment having a permanently 
attached adornment members 12 and 13 on each of the 
magnetic clasp members. In FIG. 2A, adornment member 
12 is attached directly to magnetic clasp member 20, 
Whereas adornment member 13 is attached to magnetic clasp 
member 30 via adornment binding member 11. The embodi 
ment shoWn in FIG. 2B is a magnetically-clasping clothing 
fastener that is not shoWing an adornment member attached 
to adornment binding member 11, but that does shoW an 
adornment member 12 attached directly to magnetic clasp 
member 20. 

[0018] FIG. 3 represents cross-sectional vieWs of tWo 
embodiments (FIG. 3A and FIG. 3B) of magnetic clasp 
member 30 having different releasable attachment mecha 
nisms. In FIG. 3A, the adornment-binding member 11 is a 
?exible spring clip that can be pulled out to release an 
adornment 13 having an opening through Which the ?exible 
spring clip 11 passes to releasably secure the adornment 13. 
In FIG. 3B, the adornment-binding member 11 is a ?exible 
spring clip With a pincer-like arrangement that can be pushed 
in to release an adornment 13 having an opening through 
Which the pincers of adornment-binding member 11 secures 
the adornment 13. 

[0019] FIG. 4 represents cross-sectional vieWs of three 
embodiments, FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C, of magneti 
cally-clasping clothing fasteners in combination With vari 
ous mechanical safety attachment mechanisms. A friction 
grip secondary fastening mechanism is shoWn in FIG. 4A 
With friction-inducing bulges 70 and 71. A friction clip 
secondary fastening mechanism is shoWn in FIG. 4B With a 
Wire clip 73 that fastens over its bulging fastener mate 72. 
FIG. 4C shoWs a Wire clip 73 attached to magnetic clasp 
member 20 that fastens snugly over the other magnetic clasp 
member 30. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0020] The present invention provides a clothing fastener 
having a magnetic clasp for the presentation of adomments 
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on clothing. The present invention provides a solution to the 
problem of hoW to present adomments (for example, 
sculpted art or antique buttons) on clothing, in some cases 
serving the role of a clothing fastener, such as cu?links. The 
present invention additionally provides an alternative cloth 
ing fastener that may be easier for some people to handle and 
fasten than, for example, buttons or snaps. 

[0021] A primary goal of a magnetic fastener of the 
present invention is to present an adornment on a supporting 
fabric. As such, it should be appreciated that it is not 
necessary that a clothing fastener of the present invention be 
used to fasten multiple supporting fabric members to one 
another; use of the invention to present an adornment on a 
single layer of cloth is also contemplated. The invention 
contemplates attachment of an adornment member on one or 
both of the magnetic clasp members. The invention contem 
plates the adornment member being permanent or releasably 
attachable to the magnetic clasp member. 

[0022] The magnetically-clasping clothing fastener of the 
present invention is separable into tWo parts, a ?rst magnetic 
clasp member and a second magnetic clasp member. In use, 
a supporting fabric has a hole through Which the magnetic 
clasp members pass and bind directly to each other. The 
magnets do not bind to one another through the supporting 
fabric as in the magnetic buttons of US. Pat. No. 6,434,801, 
Aug. 20, 2002 (mentioned above). 

[0023] In a preferred embodiment, a generally elongated 
shape (“shaft”) is contemplated for the magnetic clasp 
members, such that the clasped fastener is capable of passing 
through several layers of cloth When clasped. The invention 
is thus distinguishable from the friction-type fabric closures 
of the art (snap-style) that utiliZe magnets (typically toroi 
dal) in the ?at faces of the “snap” to strengthen the binding 
of the closure, and Where the male-female portion of the 
snap closure do not pass through the supporting fabric, nor 
do they have appreciable length betWeen the male and 
female portions When clasped. In the present invention, the 
length of the elongated portion of the clasped fastener is at 
least tWo millimeters up to four centimeters in length, 
preferably from one half to tWo millimeters in length, and 
most preferably one to one and a half centimeters in length. 
Selection of length depends in part upon Whether the fas 
tener Will be used to display an adornment on a single cloth 
layer or through multiple layers, the types of cloth through 
Which the fastener must pass, and the siZe and shape of the 
adomment(s) to be attached for presentation. For feWer 
layers, shorter lengths (eg 5 mm) Would provide a more 
stable presentation of the adornment. For multiple layers or 
for thick layers, longer lengths Would be indicated. For 
larger adomments, shorter lengths appropriately spanning 
the cloth layers Would provide less torsional instability and 
more stable presentation of the large adornment. In a cuf 
?ink-type embodiment, a longer length (eg 1 to 2 cm) 
provides more freedom in the ?t, keeping in mind the siZe 
of the adornment or adomments. 

[0024] The diameter of the clasped fastener ranges from 
about tWo millimeters to about tWo centimeters, preferably 
from about three millimeters to about one and a half centi 
meters, and most preferably from three millimeters to one 
centimeter. Selection of the diameter depends in part upon 
the type of cloth through Which the fastener must pass, the 
siZe of the hole, and the siZe and shape of the adomment(s) 
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to be attached for presentation. The diameter also can restrict 
Whether a magnet can be effectively used along the shaft of 
the magnetic clasp members (as shoWn in FIG. 1B, 50 
and/or 60), and the siZe of magnets (55 and/or 65) that can 
be used at the ends of the shaft. 

[0025] A clothing fastener according the present invention 
comprises a ?rst magnetic clasp member having a means for 
magnetically engaging a second magnetic clasp member. In 
the preferred embodiment of the invention, the means for 
magnetically engaging the ?rst and second magnetic clasp 
members utilizes a male-female type connection Where both 
clasp members contain magnets that attract one another to 
assist in holding the tWo magnetic clasp members together 
When they are engaged. The magnetic attraction may addi 
tionally provide some assistance in getting the tWo magnetic 
clasp members fully engaged. 

[0026] As noted above, in a preferred embodiment, the 
male and female connector portions of the magnetically 
clasping clothing fastener are generally elongated, to permit 
the clothing fastener to traverse the cloth that is the sup 
porting material or materials to be fastened together. The 
generally elongated female connector portion of one of the 
magnetic clasp members has magnet in it, for example at the 
inside end, as shoWn as number 65 in FIG. 1. In a preferred 
embodiment, the generally elongated male connector por 
tion of the other magnetic clasp member also has a magnet 
in it, as shoWn in FIG. 1, number 55, Which magnetically 
binds to the magnet in the female connector portion. Alter 
natively, the male connector portion is made of a metal 
Which magnetically binds to the magnet in the female 
connector portion. It should be appreciated that the present 
invention also contemplates the alternative arrangement 
Wherein the magnet is in the male connector portion and the 
female connector portion is either made of a magnet-binding 
metal or has a magnet that binds to the magnet in the male 
connector portion. The magnet of one connector portion 
binds the second connector portion most optimally When the 
male connector portion is fully seated Within the female 
connector portion. 

[0027] In another embodiment of the present invention, 
the generally elongated female connector portion of one of 
the magnetic clasp members has a magnet or magnets in it, 
along the Walls of the receiving chamber, as shoWn as 
number 60 in FIG. 1. In a preferred embodiment, the 
generally elongated male connector portion of the other 
magnetic clasp member also has a magnet in it, Which 
magnetically binds to the magnet in the female connector 
portion. Alternatively, the male connector portion is made of 
a metal Which magnetically binds to the magnet in the 
female connector portion. It should be appreciated that the 
present invention also contemplates the alternative arrange 
ment Wherein the magnet is in the male connector portion 
and the female connector portion is either made of a magnet 
binding metal or has a magnet that binds to the magnet in the 
male connector portion. The magnet of one connector por 
tion binds the second connector portion most optimally 
When the male connector portion is fully seated Within the 
female connector portion. 

[0028] The present invention provides a means for pre 
senting an adornment on a supporting member, for example 
a fabric or cloth. A Wide variety of adornment members are 
contemplated for use With the fastener of the present inven 
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tion. For example, an artist may sculpt, carve, cast, forge, 
extrude, mold, paint, seW or otherWise create an adornment 
member that can then be attached to a fastener of the present 
invention. As another example, found items (eg antique 
buttons, bottlecaps, shells) can be used as an adornment 
member attached to a fastener of the present invention. Thus, 
an embodiment Wherein one of the magnetic clasp members 
is “attachable” to an adornment member. 

[0029] The present invention contemplates attachment of 
the adornment member using any of the many methods 
knoWn in the art. Thus, the invention contemplates perma 
nent or releasable attachment of the adornment members. 
For example, a metal adornment may be fused, Welded, or 
glued to the magnetic clasp member, an example of such 
attachment is shoWn in FIG. 2. JeWelry attachment methods, 
such as rings or prongs may be used, examples are shoWn in 
FIG. 1B and FIG. 2B. Antique buttons may be seWn on, an 
example of such attachment is shoWn in FIG. 1A. The 
adornment member may be formed When the magnetic clasp 
member is formed, for example as a single decorative metal, 
clay, resin or plastic unit that the magnet(s) can be contained 
in to for the magnetic clasp member. 

[0030] The present invention requires that at least one of 
the magnetic clasp members be attachable to an adornment 
member. The adornment member provides decoration to the 
supporting fabric through Which the clothing fastener is 
attached. The adornment member can in?uence fashion or 
style of the overall look of the garment upon Which it is 
presented. The present invention also contemplates tWo 
adornment members, one on each of the magnetic clasp 
members. One or both of these adornment members may be 
permanently or releasably attached. FIG. 2A can be inter 
preted to depict an embodiment Where both adornment 
members 12 and 13 are permanently attached. FIG. 2B can 
be interpreted to depict an embodiment Where adornment 
member 12 is permanently attached, and an adornment 
member can be permanently or releasably attached to the 
adornment binding member 11. 

[0031] In uses Where clothing is actually fastened together, 
the adornment member may serve a function of not easily 
passing through the hole in the fabric, thereby preventing 
easy movement of the clothing fastener through the hole 
through the supporting fabric. In this manner, the adornment 
member functions similarly to a button or to a cuff-link 
front. Indeed, in some embodiments of the present inven 
tion, the adornment member is a button that is either 
permanently or releasably attached to the magnetic clasp 
member. 

[0032] As cuf?inks, some embodiments of the present 
invention present an advantage over the cuf?inks common in 
the art in that tWo oversiZed adomments may be presented 
on both sides of the clasped cu?fineither of Which need 
ever be capable of passing through the hole in the supporting 
member(s) through Which the magnetic clasp passes. In 
many cu?links of the art, one side of the cu?link must pass 
through the buttonhole/cu?link hole, typically using either a 
relatively small stud or an expandable member. 

[0033] In embodiments in Which the adornment member is 
attached in a releaseable manner to the magnetic clothing 
fastener, the present invention contemplates attachment 
through the many releaseable methods knoWn in the art. For 
example, clipsiincluding spring clips, tWeeZer- or pincer 
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like clips and other various kinds of releasable clips known 
in the artimay be used to secure adomments With suitable 
protrusions or rings, examples of Which are shoWn in FIG. 
3. Snap-on attachment of the adornment is alternatively 
contemplated. 
[0034] The primary means of fastening a clothing fastener 
of the present invention is through magnetic attraction and 
seating together of the magnetic clasp members. However, 
the invention contemplates optional usage of a secondary 
clasp, for example to prevent accidental disengagement of 
the clasp. Thus, it is contemplated to use safety clasp 
mechanisms of the jeWelry arts in combination With the 
primary magnetic clasp mechanism of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 shoWs some examples of such clasps of the art in 
combination With the present invention. Examples of such 
clasps knoWn to Workers in the art include but are not limited 
to (i) a friction grip betWeen the contacting surfaces of the 
tWo magnetic clasp members (e.g. FIG. 4A), (ii) a metal 
Wire clip attached to one of the magnetic clasp members that 
friction snaps over a protrusion on the other magnetic clasp 
member (FIG. 4B), and (iii) Wire clip attached to one 
magnetic clasp member that clips over a protrusion on the 
other magnetic clasp member Which may be the barrel of the 
magnetic clasp member itself (e.g. FIG. 4C). 

[0035] The exemplary embodiments of the present inven 
tion described hereinabove are intended to illustrate, rather 
than limit, the scope of the claimed invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A clothing fastener comprising a ?rst magnetic clasp 

member having a means for magnetically engaging a second 
magnetic clasp member, Wherein the means for magnetically 
engaging the ?rst and second magnetic clasp members 
comprises a generally elongated female connector portion in 
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said ?rst magnetic clasp member having a ?rst magnet and 
a generally elongated male connector portion in said second 
magnetic clasp member having a second magnet, Wherein 
said ?rst magnet magnetically binds said second magnet 
When said male connector portion is seated in said female 
connector portion; and Wherein at least one of said ?rst and 
second magnetic clasp members is attachable to an adom 
ment member. 

2. The clothing fastener according to claim 1 Wherein said 
?rst magnetic clasp members is attachable to a ?rst adom 
ment member and second magnetic clasp member is attach 
able to a second adornment member. 

3. The clothing fastener according to claim 2 Wherein said 
?rst magnetic clasp member is attached to said ?rst adom 
ment member. 

4. The clothing fastener according to claim 2 Wherein said 
second magnetic clasp member is attached to said second 
adornment member. 

5. The clothing fastener according to claim 2 Wherein said 
?rst magnetic clasp member has an adornment-binding 
member. 

6. The clothing fastener according to claim 5 Wherein said 
adornment-binding member comprises a means for releas 
ably binding the adornment. 

7. The clothing fastener according to claim 1 Wherein said 
clothing fastener is a cu?link. 

8. The clothing fastener according to claim 7 Wherein said 
?rst magnetic clasp members is attachable to a ?rst adom 
ment member and second magnetic clasp member is attach 
able to a second adornment member. 

9. The clothing fastener according to claim 8 Wherein said 
second magnetic clasp member is permanently attached to 
said second adornment member. 

* * * * * 


