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(57) ABSTRACT 

A folding cellular phone and a slide cellular phone With 
excellent usability. A folding cellular phone 1 has a status 
detection unit 20 Which detects Whether the folding cellular 
phone 1 is in a folded status or an opened status, a memory 
21 Which holds information to respond to an incoming call 
by opening the folding cellular phone 1, and a control unit 
17 Which, if an incoming call is detected When the folding 
cellular phone is in the folded status, in a case Where 
information on the incoming call is stored in the memory, 
responds to the incoming call if the status detection unit 20 
detects that the folding cellular phone has moved to the 
opened status. 
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Fig.5 
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Fig.6A 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 12, 2006 Sheet 7 0f 8 US 2006/0229118 A1 

Fig.7 

I STA RT ) 

S701 

AN INCOMING 
CALL IS RECEIVED 

IS ORIGINATOR'S NO 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 

NOTIFIED? 

IS ORIGINATOR’S NO 
TELEPHONE NUMBER IS ‘ 

REGISTERED? ; 

S704 S707 
\ THE SLIDE 

CELLULAR PHONE HAS 
INFORMING THAT THE PHONE BEEN PULLED 
MOVES TO COMMUNICATION OUT? 
BY PULLING OUT THE PHONE 

S705 
IS START KEY 

THE FOLDING NO DEPRESSED? 
CELLULAR PHONE HAS 

BEEN PULLED 
OUT? 

8706 153 
\ 
THE PHONE MOVES TO THE 

COMMUNICATION PROCESSING 

END 



Patent Application Publication Oct. 12, 2006 Sheet 8 0f 8 US 2006/0229118 A1 

Fig.8 

( START ) 

AN INCOMING 
CALL IS RECEIVED 

IS ORIGINATOR’S 
TELEPHONE NUMBER 

NOTIFIED? 

NO 

IS A NO 
PARTICULAR P 

ACTION 7 < 

$804 
\ THE SLIDE NO 

CELLULAR PHONE HAS 
INFORMING THAT THE PHONE BEEN PULLED 
MOVES TO COMMUNICATION OUT? 
BY PULLING OUT THE PHONE 

IS START KEY 
THE FOLD'NG NO DEPRESSED? 

CELLULAR PHONE HAS 
BEEN PULLED 

OUT? 

$806 158 
\ 
THE PHONE MOVES TO THE 

COMMUNICATION PROCESSING 

@ 



US 2006/0229118 A1 

FOLDING CELLULAR PHONE AND SLIDE 
CELLULAR PHONE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a folding cellular 
phone and a slide cellular phone, and more particularly, to a 
folding cellular phone and a slide cellular phone Which 
respond to an incoming call When it is opened/closed or 
slided. 

[0003] 2. Related Art of the Invention 

[0004] In a conventional folding cellular phone, When an 
incoming call has received, to respond to the incoming call, 
tWo steps of operations are necessary. That is, a main body 
is opened and then an off-hook key is depressed. 

[0005] HoWever, in the conventional folding cellular 
phone, as the tWo steps of operations are required to respond 
to an incoming call, the usefulness is loWer in comparison 
With an straight type cellular phone. Further, in the folding 
cellular phone Which does not provide a small-WindoW 
display unit for display of clock, battery indicator, call 
originator’s telephone number upon reception of incoming 
call and the like in a closed status, When an incoming call is 
received, a call originator is unknoWn until the phone is 
opened. Accordingly, if the status of the cellular phone 
moves to a communication status even by opening the phone 
body, it is impossible for a user to select to ansWer or not to 
ansWer the incoming call in accordance With the originator 
of the incoming call. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] To solve the above problems, a folding cellular 
phone according to the present invention comprises: a status 
detection unit that detects Whether the case is in a folded 
status or an opened status; and a control unit that, if an 
incoming call is detected When the case is in the folded 
status, determines Whether or not incoming call information 
on the incoming call has been noti?ed, and if the incoming 
call information has been noti?ed, responds to the incoming 
call by detecting that the case has moved to the opened 
status. 

[0007] Note that as the incoming-call information, a num 
ber of call originator (call originator number) noti?ed from 
eg a netWork may be used. 

[0008] In the above folding cellular phone further com 
prises a memory that holds identi?cation information to 
identify a call originator. If an incoming call is detected 
When the case is in the folded status, the control unit 
determines Whether or not the incoming call information on 
incoming call noti?ed from a netWork includes the identi 
?cation information. If the incoming call information 
includes the identi?cation information, the control unit 
responds to the incoming call by detecting that the case has 
moved to the opened status. 

[0009] It may be arranged such that the above folding 
cellular phone, further comprises an informing unit that, if 
the incoming call information includes the identi?cation 
information, informs that the incoming call information 
includes the identi?cation information. The informing unit 
performs a particular action by screen display, light, sound, 
vibration or the like. 
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[0010] It may be arranged such that the above folding 
cellular phone further comprises an acceleration sensor that 
detects a particular external force, and in a case Where the 
acceleration sensor has detected a particular external force, 
if the status detection unit detects that the case has moved to 
the opened status, the control unit responds to the incoming 
call. 

[0011] A slide cellular phone according to the present 
invention is a slide cellular phone used in a status Where a 
second case Which slides With respect to a ?rst case is pulled 
out, upon communication, comprising: a status detection 
unit that detects Whether the second case is in a closed status 
or a pulled out status; and a control unit that, if an incoming 
call is detected When the second case is in the closed status, 
determines Whether or not incoming call information on the 
incoming call has been noti?ed, and if the incoming call 
information has been noti?ed, responds to the incoming call 
by detecting that the second case has moved to the pulled out 
status. 

[0012] Also, as the incoming-call information, a number 
of call originator (call originator number) noti?ed from eg 
a netWork may be used. 

[0013] It may be arranged such that the above slide 
cellular phone further comprises a memory that holds iden 
ti?cation information to identify a call originator. If an 
incoming call is detected When the second case is in the 
closed status, the control unit determines Whether or not the 
incoming call information on incoming call noti?ed from a 
netWork includes the identi?cation information, and if the 
incoming call information includes the identi?cation infor 
mation, the control unit responds to the incoming call by 
detecting that the second case has moved to the pulled out 
status. 

[0014] It may be arranged such that the above slide 
cellular phone further comprises an informing unit that, if 
the incoming call information includes the identi?cation 
information, informs that the incoming call information 
includes the identi?cation information. The informing 
means performs a particular action by screen display, light, 
sound, vibration or the like. 

[0015] It may be arranged such that the above slide 
cellular phone further comprises an acceleration sensor that 
detects a particular external force, and in a case Where the 
acceleration sensor has detected a particular external force, 
if the status detection unit detects that the second case has 
moved to the pulled out status, the control unit responds to 
the incoming call. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] FIG. 1A is a perspective vieW shoWing a status 
Where a folding cellular phone is closed; 

[0017] FIG. 1B is a perspective vieW shoWing a status 
Where the folding cellular phone is opened; 
[0018] FIG. 2 is a block diagram shoWing the construction 
of the folding cellular phone according to a ?rst embodiment 
and a slide cellular phone according to a third embodiment; 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a ?owchart shoWing an operation of the 
folding cellular phone; 
[0020] FIG. 4 is a block diagram shoWing the construction 
of the folding cellular phone according to a second embodi 
ment and a slide cellular phone according to a fourth 

embodiment; 
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[0021] FIG. 5 is a ?owchart showing the operation of the 
folding cellular phone according to the second embodiment; 

[0022] FIG. 6A is a perspective view showing a status 
where the slide cellular phone is closed; 

[0023] FIG. 6B is a perspective view showing a status 
where the slide cellular phone is pulled out; and 

[0024] FIG. 7 is a ?owchart showing an operation of the 
slide cellular phone according to the third embodiment. 

[0025] FIG. 8 is a ?owchart showing an operation of the 
slide cellular phone according to the fourth embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0026] The present invention has been made so as to solve 
the above-described problems, and has object to provide a 
folding cellular phone and a slide cellular phone providing 
excellent usability. Hereinbelow, embodiments of the 
present invention will be described in detail with reference 
to the drawings. 

First Embodiment 

[0027] FIG. 1A is a perspective view showing a status 
where a folding cellular phone is closed. FIG. 1B is a 
perspective view showing a status where the folding cellular 
phone is opened. 

[0028] A folding cellular phone 1 has an upper case 2 and 
a lower case 3 hinge-connected at the respective ends. For 
the sake of convenience, in the upper case 2 and the 
lowercase 3, a surface opposite to the upper case 2 and the 
lower case 3 in a status where the folding cellular phone 1 
is folded is referred to an inner surface, and a surface 
exposed to the outside of the cellular phone, an outer 
surface. 

[0029] Note that the status where the folding cellular 
phone 1 is opened means a status as shown in FIG. 1B in 
which the distance between respective ends opposite to the 
hinged ends of the upper case 2 and the lower case 3 is the 
maximum. 

[0030] The upper case 2 has a small-window display unit 
1811 including a liquid crystal display, an organic EL (Electro 
Luminescence) display or the like for display of clock, 
battery indicator, call originator’s telephone number upon 
reception of incoming call and the like, on the outer surface. 
Further, the upper case 2 has a speaker 15, a main display 
unit 18b including a liquid crystal display, an organic EL 
display or the like, on the inner surface. An antenna 11 is 
provided on an outer edge of the end of the upper case 2 
opposite to the end hinged with the lower case 3. 

[0031] The lower case 3 has a microphone 16 and an 
operation unit 19 including keys, buttons and the like, on the 
inner surface. 

[0032] The construction of the folding cellular phone 1 
having the above appearance will be described with refer 
ence to FIG. 2. 

[0033] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the construction 
of the folding cellular phone according to the ?rst embodi 
ment. As shown in FIG. 2, the folding cellular phone 1 has 
the antenna 11, a radio unit 12, a modulation/demodulation 
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unit 13, a sound processing unit 14, the speaker 15, the 
microphone 16, a controller 17 which controls the overall 
folding cellular phone 1, a display unit 18, the operation unit 
19, a status detection unit 20, a memory 21 and a vibration 
unit 22. 

[0034] The outline of operation of the folding cellular 
phone 1 having the above construction will be described. 

[0035] When a radio wave signal to the folding cellular 
phone 1 is received by the antenna 11, then ampli?ed and 
frequency-converted by the radio unit 12, and outputted to 
the modulation/demodulation unit 13. The modulation/de 
modulation unit 13 demodulates the signal and outputs the 
demodulated signal to the sound processing unit 14. The 
demodulated signal from the modulation/ demodulation unit 
13 is decoded to a sound signal by the sound processing unit 
14 and then reproduced by the speaker 15. On the other 
hand, a sound signal inputted from the microphone 16 is 
passed through an inverse route (that is, decoded by the 
sound processing unit 14, then modulated by the modula 
tion/demodulation unit 13, and via the radio unit 12), and is 
transmitted as a radio wave signal from the antenna 11. 

[0036] The controller 17 performs radio channel control 
and processing on received data, controls the sound pro 
cessing unit 14, controls display contents of the display unit 
18, performs processing on a signal from the operation unit 
19 and processing on a signal from the status detection unit 
20, performs writing and reading of information stored in the 
memory 21, and controls the vibration unit 22. 

[0037] The display unit 18 has the small window display 
unit 1811 and the main display unit 18b. The controller 17 
controls the display contents on the display unit 18. 

[0038] The operation unit 19 is used by a user of the 
folding cellular phone 1 for inputting a telephone number or 
setting various functions. 

[0039] The status detection unit 20 detects whether the 
folding cellular phone 1 is in an opened status where the 
upper case 2 and the lower case 3 are away from each other 
or in a folded (closed) status, and outputs information on the 
status of the cellular phone to the controller 17. 

[0040] The memory 21 holds call originators’ telephone 
numbers registered by the user for answering to incoming 
call by opening the folding cellular phone 1, setting infor 
mation, various information set by the user and the like. That 
is, in the present embodiment, a call originator’s telephone 
number is used as identi?cation information. 

[0041] Next, operations of principal elements of the fold 
ing cellular phone 1 according to the ?rst embodiment will 
be described in detail with reference to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a 
?owchart showing the operation of the folding cellular 
phone. 

[0042] First, in a status where the folding cellular phone 1 
is closed, when the antenna 11 has received a radio wave 
signal (YES at step S301), the controller 17 determines 
whether or not a call originator’ s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (step S302). 

[0043] If a call originator’s telephone number has not been 
noti?ed (NO at step S302), the controller 17 performs 
normal termination. The normal termination means that the 
status detection unit 20 detects that the folding cellular 
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phone 1 has been opened (YES at step S307), then a 
communication start key of the operation unit 19 is 
depressed (YES at step S308), thereby the status of the 
folding cellular phone 1 moves to communication process 
ing in response to the incoming call (step S306). 

[0044] If a call originator’s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (YES at step S302), the controller 17 determines 
Whether the noti?ed call originator’s telephone number is 
registered in the memory 21 as a number With Which 
communication is to start by opening the folding cellular 
phone 1 (step S303). 

[0045] Herein beloW, registration of number in the 
memory 21 for ansWering to incoming call by opening the 
folding cellular phone 1 is referred to as “communication 
setting”. Note that the registration as communication setting 
is previously performed by the user of the folding cellular 
phone 1 by operating the operation unit 19 in accordance 
With necessity. 

[0046] If the noti?ed call originator’s telephone number is 
not registered (NO at step S303), the controller 17 performs 
the above-described normal termination. 

[0047] If the noti?ed call originator’s telephone number is 
registered (YES at step S303), the controller 17 informs the 
user that the call originator is registered in the memory 21 
as the communication setting and that the status of the 
cellular phone moves to communication in response to the 
incoming call by opening the folding cellular phone 1, by, 
e.g., displaying a message on the small-WindoW display unit 
1811, outputting a particular incoming-call sound, vibration 
by the vibration unit 22 in particular rhythm, or particular 
light emission by a lamp provided in the folding cellular 
phone 1 for this purpose. This arrangement enables the user 
of the folding cellular phone 1 to discriminate that the 
incoming call has been originated by the call originator 
registered in the memory 21, and prevents the user from 
becoming nervous upon ansWering to the incoming call. 

[0048] If the status detection unit 20 detects that the 
folding cellular phone 1 has been opened (YES at step 
S305), the controller 17 moves to the communication pro 
cessing in response to the incoming call (step S306), thereby 
the user can easily ansWer to the incoming call only by 
opening the holding cellular phone 1. 

[0049] Note that in the ?rst embodiment, in the folding 
cellular phone 1, in a case Where a call originator’s tele 
phone number is noti?ed and the number is registered in the 
memory 21 as the communication setting, the status of 
cellular phone moves to communication by opening the 
folding cellular phone 1. HoWever, the communication set 
ting can be changed in accordance With necessity. For 
example, even if a call originator’s telephone call number is 
not noti?ed or an incoming call has been received from a 
public telephone, setting may be made such that the status of 
cellular phone moves to communication by opening the 
folding cellular phone 1. The setting can be easily made by 
changing the communication setting recorded in the memory 
21 by the user’s operating the operation unit 19. 

[0050] Further, in the ?rst embodiment, the user is 
informed that the status of cellular phone moves to com 
munication by opening the folding cellular phone 1 if the 
communication setting is made, hoWever, it may be arranged 
such that the user is not informed that the status of cellular 
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phone moves to communication by opening the folding 
cellular phone 1 if the communication setting is made. 

[0051] Further, a call originator’s telephone number is 
used as identi?cation information, hoWever, the identi?ca 
tion information is not limited to a call originator’s tele 
phone number but any information can be used as long as it 
is noti?ed from a netWork and it can be used for specifying 
a call originator. 

Second Embodiment 

[0052] Next, a second embodiment Will be described. In 
the second embodiment, constituent elements corresponding 
to those of the ?rst embodiment have the same reference 
numerals and explanations thereof Will be arbitrarily omit 
ted. 

[0053] FIG. 4 is a block diagram shoWing the construction 
of the folding cellular phone according to the second 
embodiment. In the second embodiment as shoWn in FIG. 4, 
an acceleration sensor 23 is added to the construction of the 
?rst embodiment as shoWn in FIG. 2. The acceleration 
sensor 23 detects an external force applied to the folding 
cellular phone 1 and outputs a detected value to the con 
troller 17. 

[0054] FIG. 5 is a ?owchart shoWing the operation of the 
folding cellular phone according to the second embodiment. 
The operations of the principal elements of the folding 
cellular phone 1 according to the second embodiment Will be 
described in detail With reference to the ?owchart of FIG. 5. 

[0055] First, in a status Where the folding cellular phone 1 
is closed, When the antenna 11 has received a radio Wave 
signal (YES at step S501), the controller 17 determines 
Whether or not a call originator’ s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (step S502). 

[0056] If a call originator’s telephone number has not been 
noti?ed (NO at step S502), the controller 17 performs 
normal termination. The normal termination means that the 
status detection unit 20 detects that the folding cellular 
phone 1 has been opened (YES at step S507), then a 
communication start key of the operation unit 19 is 
depressed (YES at step S508), thereby the status of the 
folding cellular phone 1 moves to communication process 
ing in response to the incoming call (step S506). 

[0057] If the call originator’s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (YES at step S502) and is recorded in the memory 
21 such that the status of cellular phone moves to commu 
nication by detection of particular operation by the accel 
eration sensor 23, the controller 17 determines Whether or 
not the acceleration sensor 23 has detected a particular 
action (step S503). The particular action means application 
of particular external force to the folding cellular phone 1 by, 
e.g., shaking the folding cellular phone 1 tWice in a vertical 
direction to a display direction of the small-WindoW display 
unit 18a. In this case, the direction and/or number of times 
of application of external force by eg shaking the folding 
cellular phone 1 can be arbitrarily and freely set. 

[0058] Further, as another example of particular action, 
the folding cellular phone 1 may be opened at a speed equal 
to or higher/less than a predetermined speed, or may be 
opened Within/ after a predetermined period from reception 
of incoming call. 



US 2006/0229118 A1 

[0059] The particular action is previously set by the user 
of the folding cellular phone 1 by operating the operation 
unit 19 in accordance With necessity. 

[0060] If the acceleration sensor 23 has not detected the 
particular action (NO at step S503), the controller 17 per 
forms the above-described normal termination. 

[0061] If the acceleration sensor 23 has detected the 
particular action (YES at step S503), the controller 17 
informs the user that the status of cellular phone moves to 
communication by opening the folding cellular phone 1 by, 
e.g., displaying a message on the small-WindoW display unit 
1811, outputting a particular incoming-call sound, vibration 
by the vibration unit 22 in particular rhythm, or particular 
light emission by a lamp provided in the folding cellular 
phone 1 for this purpose. 

[0062] If the status detection unit 20 detects that the 
folding cellular phone 1 has been opened (YES at step 
S505), the controller moves to the communication process 
ing in response to the incoming call (step S506). By this 
arrangement, the user of the folding cellular phone 1 can 
select to ansWer or not to ansWer the incoming call by 
opening the folding cellular phone 1. 

[0063] Note that in the second embodiment, if a call 
originator’s telephone number is noti?ed and the number is 
registered in the memory 21, and if the acceleration sensor 
23 has detected a particular action, the status of cellular 
phone moves to communication in response to the incoming 
call by opening the folding cellular phone 1. HoWever, the 
communication setting can be changed in accordance With 
necessity. For example, even if a call originator’s telephone 
call is unnoti?ed or an incoming call has been received from 
a public telephone, setting may be made such that the status 
of cellular phone moves to communication by detection of 
particular action by the acceleration sensor 23 and opening 
the folding cellular phone 1. 

[0064] Further, it may be arranged such that the status of 
cellular phone moves to communication by detection of 
particular action by the acceleration sensor 23 and opening 
the folding cellular phone 1 regardless of noti?cation of call 
originator’s telephone number. 

[0065] Note that these settings can be easily made by 
changing the communication settings recorded in the 
memory 21 by the user’s operating the operation unit 19. 

[0066] Further, in the second embodiment, in the folding 
cellular phone 1, setting may be made such that the user 
cannot ansWer to an incoming call by opening the folding 
cellular phone 1 unless the acceleration sensor 23 has 
detected a particular action. By this arrangement, the folding 
cellular phone 1 can be prevented from being used by 
another person not authoriZed by the user. 

[0067] Further, in the second embodiment, if the folding 
cellular phone 1 is opened in a case Where the acceleration 
sensor 23 has detected a particular action, the user is 
informed that the status of cellular phone moves to com 
munication by opening the folding cellular phone 1. HoW 
ever, it may be arranged such that the user is not informed 
that the status of cellular phone moves to communication by 
opening the folding cellular phone 1 in a case Where the 
communication setting is made. 
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Third Embodiment 

[0068] Next, a third embodiment Will be described. 

[0069] FIG. 6A is a perspective vieW shoWing a status 
Where a slide cellular phone is closed. FIG. 6B is a per 
spective vieW shoWing a status Where the slide cellular 
phone is pulled out. Note that since the third embodiment is 
application of the ?rst embodiment to a slide cellular phone, 
corresponding constituent elements have the same reference 
numerals and explanations thereof Will be arbitrarily omit 
ted. 

[0070] In a slide cellular phone 31, a slide member 32a of 
an uppercase 32 is engaged With a groove 33a provided 
inside surfaces of a loWer case 33. When the upper case 32 
and the loWer case 33 are slid in opposite direction to each 
other in a lengthWise direction of the groove 33a, the loWer 
case 33 is pulled out as shoWn in FIG. 6B from the status 
of FIG. 6A, and a main operation unit 19b and the micro 
phone 16 are exposed. In the upper case 32, the speaker 15, 
the display unit 18 and a sub operation unit 1911 are provided 
on a surface opposite to the loWer case 33. Further, the 
antenna 11 is provided on an outer edge of the end of the 
upper case 32 closer to the speaker 15. 

[0071] In the slide cellular phone 31 having the above 
construction, setting is made such that the status of cellular 
phone moves to communication in response to an incoming 
call by pulling out the loWer case 33. 

[0072] Note that the status Where the slide cellular phone 
31 is pulled out (pulled out status) means a status Where the 
length of the slide cellular phone 31 is the maximum in the 
direction of the groove 3311 as shoWn in FIG. 6B. 

[0073] The construction of the slide cellular phone 31 
having the above appearance Will be described With refer 
ence to FIG. 2. 

[0074] The status detection unit 20 detects Whether the 
slide cellular phone 31 is in the pulled out status or in the 
closed status and outputs information on the status of the 
cellular phone to the controller 17. 

[0075] Since the other constituent elements have been 
described in the ?rst embodiment, explanations thereof Will 
be omitted. 

[0076] Next, operations of principal elements of the slide 
cellular phone 31 according to the third embodiment Will be 
described in detail With reference to FIG. 7. FIG. 7 is a 
?owchart shoWing the operation of the slide cellular phone. 

[0077] First, in a status Where the slide cellular phone 31 
is closed, When the antenna 11 has received a radio Wave 
signal (YES at step S701), the controller 17 determines 
Whether or not a call originator’ s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (step S102). 

[0078] If a call originator’s telephone number has not been 
noti?ed (NO at step S702), the controller 17 performs 
normal termination. The normal termination means that the 
status detection unit 20 detects that the slide cellular phone 
31 has been pulled out (YES at step S707), then at commu 
nication start key of the operation unit 19 is depressed (YES 
at step S708), thereby the status of the slide cellular phone 
31 moves to communication processing in response to the 
incoming call (step S706). 
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[0079] If a call originator’s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (YES at step S702), the controller 17 determines 
Whether the noti?ed call originator’s telephone number is 
registered in the memory 21 as a number With Which 
communication is to start by pulling out the slide cellular 
phone 31 (step S703). HereinbeloW, registration of number 
in the memory 21 for ansWering to incoming call by pulling 
out the slide cellular phone 31 is referred to as “communi 
cation setting”. Note that the registration as communication 
setting is previously performed by the user of the slide 
cellular phone 31 by operating the operation unit 19 in 
accordance With necessity. 

[0080] If the noti?ed call originator’s telephone number is 
not registered (NO at step S703), the controller 17 performs 
the above-described normal termination. 

[0081] If the noti?ed call originator’s telephone number is 
registered (YES at step S703), the controller 17 informs the 
user that the call originator is registered in the memory 21 
as the communication setting and that the status of slide 
cellular phone moves to communication in response to the 
incoming call by pulling out the slide cellular phone 31, by, 
e.g., displaying a message on the small-WindoW display unit 
1811, outputting a particular incoming-call sound, vibration 
by the vibration unit 22 in particular rhythm, or particular 
light emission by a lamp provided in the slide cellular phone 
31 for this purpose. This arrangement enables the user of the 
slide cellular phone 31 to discriminate that the incoming call 
has been originated by the call originator registered in the 
memory 21, and prevents the user from becoming nervous 
upon ansWering to the incoming call. 
[0082] If the status detection unit 20 detects that the slide 
cellular phone 31 has been pulled out (YES at step S705), 
the controller 17 moves to the communication processing in 
response to the incoming call (step S706), thereby the user 
can easily ansWer to the incoming call only by pulling out 
the slide cellular phone 21. 

[0083] Note that in the third embodiment, in the slide 
cellular phone 31, in a case Where the call originator’s 
telephone number is noti?ed and the number is registered in 
the memory 21 as the communication setting, the status of 
cellular phone moves to communication by pulling out the 
slide cellular phone 31. HoWever, the communication setting 
can be changed in accordance With necessity. For example, 
even if a call originator’s telephone call number is not 
noti?ed or an incoming call has been received from a public 
telephone, setting may be made such that the status of 
cellular phone moves to communication by pulling out the 
slide cellular phone 31. The setting can be easily made by 
changing the communication settings recorded in the 
memory 21 by the user’s operating the operation unit 19. 

[0084] Further, in the third embodiment, the user is 
informed that the status of cellular phone moves to com 
munication by pulling out the slide cellular phone 31 if the 
communication setting is made. HoWever, it may be 
arranged such that the user is not informed that the status of 
cellular phone moves to communication by pulling out the 
slide cellular phone 31 if the communication setting is made. 

[0085] Further, a call originator’s telephone number is 
used as identi?cation information. HoWever, the identi?ca 
tion information is not limited to a call originator’s tele 
phone number but any information can be used as long as it 
is noti?ed from a netWork and it can be used for specifying 
a call originator. 
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Fourth Embodiment 

[0086] Next, a fourth embodiment Will be described. In the 
fourth embodiment, constituent elements corresponding to 
those of the third embodiment have the same reference 
numerals and explanations thereof Will be arbitrarily omit 
ted. 

[0087] FIG. 4 is a block diagram shoWing the construction 
of the slide cellular phone according to a fourth embodi 
ment. In the fourth embodiment as shoWn in FIG. 4, the 
acceleration sensor 23 is added to the construction of the ?rst 
embodiment as shoWn in FIG. 2. The acceleration sensor 23 
detects an external force applied to the slide cellular phone 
31 and outputs a detected value to the controller 17. 

[0088] FIG. 8 is a ?owchart shoWing the operation of the 
slide cellular phone according to the fourth embodiment. 
The operations of the principal elements of the slide cellular 
phone 31 according to the fourth embodiment Will be 
described in detail With reference to the ?owchart of FIG. 8. 

[0089] First, in a status Where the slide cellular phone 31 
is closed, When the antenna 11 has received a radio Wave 
signal (YES at step S801), the controller 17 determines 
Whether or not a call originator’ s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (step S802). 

[0090] If a call originator’s telephone number has not been 
noti?ed (NO at step S802), the controller 17 performs 
normal termination. The “normal termination” means that 
the status detection unit 20 detects that the slide cellular 
phone 31 has been pulled out (YES at step S807), then a 
communication start key of the operation unit 19 is 
depressed (YES at step S808), thereby the status of the slide 
cellular phone 31 moves to communication processing in 
response to the incoming call (step S806). 

[0091] If the call originator’s telephone number has been 
noti?ed (YES at step S802) and is recorded in the memory 
21 such that the status of cellular phone moves to commu 
nication by detection of particular operation by the accel 
eration sensor 23, the controller 17 determines Whether or 
not the acceleration sensor 23 has detected a particular 
action (step S803). The particular action means application 
of particular external force to the slide cellular phone 31 by, 
e.g., shaking the slide cellular phone 31 tWice in a vertical 
direction to a display direction of the display unit 18. In this 
case, the direction and/or number of times of application of 
external force by e. g. shaking the slide cellular phone 31 can 
be arbitrarily and freely set. 

[0092] Further, as another example of particular action, as 
application of external force to the slide cellular phone 31, 
the slide cellular phone 31 may be pulled out at a speed equal 
to or higher/less than a predetermined speed, or may be 
opened Within/ after a predetermined period from reception 
of incoming call. 

[0093] The particular action is previously set by the user 
of the slide cellular phone 31 by operating the operation unit 
19 in accordance With necessity. 

[0094] If the acceleration sensor 23 has not detected the 
particular action (NO at step S803), the controller 17 per 
forms the above-described normal termination. 

[0095] If the acceleration sensor 23 has detected the 
particular action (YES at step S803), the controller 17 
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informs the user that the status of cellular phone moves to 
communication by pulling out the slide cellular phone 31 by, 
e.g., displaying a message on the display unit 18, outputting 
a particular incoming-call sound, vibration by the vibration 
unit 22 in particular rhythm, or particular light emission by 
a lamp provided in the slide cellular phone 31 for this 
purpose. 

[0096] If the status detection unit 20 detects that the slide 
cellular phone 31 has been pulled out (YES at step S805), 
the controller moves to the communication processing in 
response to the incoming call (step S806) By this arrange 
ment, the user of the slide cellular phone 31 can select to 
ansWer or not to ansWer the incoming call by pulling out the 
slide cellular phone 31. 

[0097] Note that in the fourth embodiment, if a call 
originator’s telephone number is noti?ed and the number is 
registered in the memory 21, and if the acceleration sensor 
23 has detected a particular action, the status of cellular 
phone moves to communication in response to the incoming 
call by pulling out the slide cellular phone 31. HoWever, the 
communication setting can be changed in accordance With 
necessity. 
[0098] For example, even if a call originator’s telephone 
call is unnoti?ed or an incoming call has been received from 
a public telephone, setting may be made such that the status 
of cellular phone moves to communication by detection of 
particular action by the acceleration sensor 23 and pulling 
out the slide cellular phone 31. 

[0099] Further, it may be arranged such that the status of 
cellular phone moves to communication by detection of 
particular action by the acceleration sensor 23 and pulling 
out the slide cellular phone 31 regardless of noti?cation of 
call originator’s telephone number. 

[0100] Note that these settings can be easily made by 
changing the communication settings recorded in the 
memory 21 by the user’s operating the operation unit 19. 

[0101] Further, in the fourth embodiment, in the slide 
cellular phone 31, setting may be made such that the user 
cannot ansWer to an incoming call by pulling out the slide 
cellular phone 31 unless the acceleration sensor 23 has 
detected a particular action. By this arrangement, the slide 
cellular phone 31 can be prevented from being used by 
another person not authoriZed by the user. 

[0102] Further, in the fourth embodiment, if the slide 
cellular phone 31 is pulled out in a case Where the accel 
eration sensor 23 has detected a particular action, the user is 
informed that the status of cellular phone moves to com 
munication by pulling out the slide cellular phone 31. 
HoWever, it may be arranged such that the user is not 
informed that the status of cellular phone moves to com 
munication by pulling out the slide cellular phone 31 in a 
case Where the communication setting is made. 

[0103] Note that in the above-described embodiments, the 
number, location, shape and the like of the respective 
constituent elements can be arbitrarily freely set. 

[0104] As described above, according to the folding cel 
lular phone of the present invention, in the status Where the 
folding cellular phone is folded, if an incoming call is 
received from a call originator previously registered in the 
memory, the status of cellular phone moves to communica 
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tion in response to the incoming call by opening the folding 
cellular phone. This enables the user to easily ansWer to the 
incoming call, and improves usability. 

[0105] Further, according to the folding cellular phone of 
the present invention, even in the status Where the folding 
cellular phone is folded, as the user is informed that an 
incoming call has been received from a call originator 
previously registered in the memory, the user can check the 
call originator to a certain degree before the user ansWers to 
the incoming call, and the usability is improved. 

[0106] Further, according to the folding cellular phone of 
the present invention, as the user can select to ansWer or not 
to ansWer to an incoming call from a call originator by 
opening the folding cellular phone, the user can be prevented 
from ansWering to an incoming call by an erroneous opera 
tion or the like, and as a result, the usability can be 
improved. 
[0107] According to the slide cellular phone of the present 
invention, in the status Where the slide cellular phone is 
closed, if an incoming call is received from a call originator 
previously registered in the memory, the status of cellular 
phone moves to communication in response to the incoming 
call by pulling out the slide cellular phone. This enables the 
user to easily ansWer to the incoming call, and improves 
usability. 
[0108] Further, according to the slide cellular phone of the 
present invention, even in the status Where the slide cellular 
phone is closed, as the user is informed that an incoming call 
has been received from a call originator previously regis 
tered in the memory, the user can check the call originator 
to a certain degree before the user ansWers to the incoming 
call, and the usability is improved. 

[0109] Further, according to the slide cellular phone of the 
present invention, as the user can select to ansWer or not to 
ansWer to an incoming call from a call originator by pulling 
out the slide cellular phone, the user can be prevented from 
ansWering to an incoming call by an erroneous operation or 
the like, and as a result, the usability can be improved. 

1-20. (canceled) 
21. A cellular phone, comprising: 

an acceleration sensor that detects a pre-programmed 
particular external force; and 

a control unit that permits responding to an incoming call 
When said acceleration sensor detects said pre-pro 
grammed external force. 

22. The cellular phone of claim 21 further comprising: 

a housing Which can be moved betWeen an opened status 
and a closed status; 

a status detection unit Which detects Whether said housing 
is in said opened status or said closed status; and 

Wherein said control unit only permits responding to said 
incoming call When said status detection unit detects 
said housing is in said opened status. 

23. The cellular phone of claim 22 Wherein said control 
unit alloWs for responding automatically. 

24. The cellular phone of claim 22 further comprising an 
operation unit that is con?gured to be operated by a user, 
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wherein said control unit responds to said incoming call 
upon operation of said operation unit if said status 
detection unit detects said housing is in said opened 
status. 

25. The cellular phone of claim 22 Wherein said accel 
eration sensor detects at least one of Whether said cellular 
phone is shaken, Whether a period of time is elapsed betWeen 
movements of said cellular phone and a reception of said 
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incoming call, or Whether said housing is moved to an open 
status at a pre-determined speed. 

26. The cellular phone of claim 22 Wherein said housing 
is con?gured for a foldable cellular phone. 

27. The cellular phone of claim 22 Wherein said housing 
is con?gured for a slidable cellular phone. 

* * * * * 


