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ELECTRONIC DEVICE HAVING MULTIPLE 
MODES OF OPERATION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to the ?eld of elec 
tronic devices having a plurality of different user-selectable 
functional modes, each mode performing a different func 
tion of the electronic device. 

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION 

[0002] One example of such an electronic device is a 
mobile telephone. In this case, the modes may include, but 
are not limited to, a camera function, a phone function, a 
diary function, a calendar function, and an address book 
function. 

[0003] Typically the camera function alloWs a user to take 
and store photographs/video images. It may also alloW the 
user to edit the photographs/video/images or transmit the 
photographs/video images electronically to another elec 
tronic device. 

[0004] The phone function alloWs a user to make and 
receive telephone calls. The phone function may also permit 
a user to manage calls as Well as providing information 
relating to call duration and/or cost. 

[0005] The calendar function often alloWs a user to store 
useful dates such as birthdays and other anniversaries. It 
may also provide a user With a reminder of important 
appointments . 

[0006] A user normally uses the address book function to 
store the contact details of family, friends and colleagues, 
thereby alloWing the easy retrieval of, for example, a per 
son’s telephone number When Wishing to telephone them. 

[0007] One or more modes may be performed from Within 
another mode. For example, from Within the address book 
function, a phone call may be made to a particular number 
by selecting the particular number from an associated con 
tact in the address book. 

[0008] Us. Pat. No. 6,010,339 discloses a toy telephone 
operable in a ?rst mode Which illuminates buttons 0 to 9 in 
a sequence corresponding to a telephone number. A child 
user attempts to push each button as the button is illumi 
nated, thereby being directed to learn the number and 
position of each button Within a keypad. In this Way the toy 
is a learning aid for the keypad arrangement found in a 
conventional telephone. The toy telephone is also operable 
in a second mode to teach the child user his home telephone 
number. HoWever, both modes perform the same function 
ality, i.e. illuminating buttons 0 to 9 in a sequence corre 
sponding to a particular telephone number. 

[0009] Modern electronic devices, such as mobile tele 
phones, include a combination of different functional modes. 
A user is able to select a particular mode according to the 
function he Wishes to perform. In addition, each mode may 
include a number of different sub-functions, With each 
function and sub-function being operated by particular key 
strokes or a sequence of keystrokes. As a result, a user 
normally has to learn a large number of keystroke and key 
sequence combinations in order to operate a myriad of 
different functions and sub-functions. 
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[0010] The con?icting demands on a user’s time often 
mean that a user, When purchasing a neW electronic device, 
does not have the time or the inclination to refer to a user 
manual in order to learn a particular function. Consequently, 
many advanced or particularly advantageous features of the 
telephone go un-noticed. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention provides an electronic device 
having a plurality of different user-selectable modes, each 
mode for performing a different function of the electronic 
device, the electronic device comprising: 

[0012] a user interface having a plurality of keys, a 
given set of the plurality of keys being associated With 
the operation of the device in each mode; 

[0013] a light source arranged to illuminate one or more 
keys, and 

[0014] a processor con?gured to control the illumina 
tion of the plurality of keys, and Wherein the processor 
is con?gured to illuminate a given set of keys corre 
sponding to a user-selected mode to distinguish the 
given set of keys from the remaining keys of the user 
interface, and Wherein the device is arranged to com 
prise a help mode to illuminate the given set of keys 
associated With a user-selected mode in the help mode 
to teach the use of the user-selected mode. 

[0015] The ability to illuminate a given set of keys that 
correspond to a particular mode means that the device 
indicates to a user the keys required to operate a given mode, 
thereby excluding from the user’s consideration those keys 
that are not usable in a given mode. 

[0016] Indicating the operative keys in this Way in the help 
mode acts as a teaching/training aid, Which visually instructs 
a user as to hoW to operate the device so as to carry out the 

functions of the electronic device, thereby facilitating the 
quick and easy learning of hoW to operate a particular mode. 

[0017] For example, if a user Wishes to take a photograph 
then the device is able to illuminate only those keys that are 
applicable to the camera function. 

[0018] The device may be arranged to turn on/olf the help 
mode. The help mode may be arranged to alloW the elec 
tronic device to perform the user-selected functions. The 
help mode may be arranged to preclude the device from 
performing the user-selected functions. 

[0019] The help mode may comprise a ?rst help mode and 
a second help mode, Wherein the ?rst help mode is arranged 
to alloW the electronic device to perform the user-selected 
functions, and Wherein the second help mode is arranged to 
preclude the device from performing the user-selected func 
tions. 

[0020] The device may comprise a display, Wherein the 
device is arranged to teach the use of a selected mode by a 
combination of information provided on the display and the 
illumination of a given set of keys associated With the 
function of the selected mode. Audio may be used to aid the 
teaching. Audio may be used in conjunction With the display 
or independently of the display to provide the teaching. 

[0021] The processor may be arranged to illuminate the 
plurality of keys regardless of an association of a given set 
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of keys With a particular user-selected mode. This may or 
may not be When the device in help mode. The processor 
may be arranged to provide illumination to the plurality of 
keys after an unlocking operation detected by the processor 
for the plurality of the keys. 

[0022] The processor may be arranged to deactivate illu 
mination of the plurality of keys and activate illumination of 
a given set of keys corresponding to a user-selected mode 
upon selection of the user-selected mode by a user. 

[0023] The processor may be arranged to illuminate the 
given set of keys corresponding to a user-selected mode in 
a single colour. The processor may be arranged to illuminate 
the given set of keys corresponding to a user-selected mode 
in different colours. 

[0024] The processor may be arranged to vary the duration 
of the illumination of one or more of the given set of keys 
corresponding to a user-selected mode. 

[0025] The processor may be arranged to vary the inten 
sity of the illumination of one or more of the given set of 
keys corresponding to a user-selected mode. 

[0026] The processor may be arranged to deactivate illu 
mination of a ?rst given set of keys corresponding to a ?rst 
particular user-selected mode and activate illumination of a 
second given set of keys corresponding to a second user 
selected mode upon selection of the second user-selected 
mode by a user. 

[0027] The processor may be arranged to provide constant 
illumination to one or more keys of a given set of keys 
corresponding to a user-selected mode over the time period 
that the mode is selected by a user. 

[0028] The processor may be arranged to intermittently 
illuminate one or more keys of a given set of keys corre 
sponding to a user-selected mode over the time period that 
the mode is selected by a user. 

[0029] The processor may be arranged to sequentially 
illuminate one or more keys of the given set of keys 
corresponding to a user-selected mode, the sequential illu 
mination of the keys corresponding to the keystroke 
sequence required to activate a particular function of the 
user-selected mode. 

[0030] The processor may be arranged to illuminate a 
particular subset of the given set of keys corresponding to a 
user-selected mode differently to the other keys of the given 
set of keys, the subset of the keys corresponding to a 
particular sub-function of the user-selected mode. The pro 
cessor may be arranged to use one or more different colours 

for the subset of the given set of keys to the colour(s) used 
for the remaining keys of the given set of keys correspond 
ing to a user-selected mode. 

[0031] The processor may be arranged to illuminate a ?rst 
given set of keys corresponding to a ?rst user-selected mode 
in one colour and a second given set of keys corresponding 
to a second user-selected mode in a different colour. 

[0032] The device may comprise one or more common 
keys Which are for use in a plurality of user-selected modes, 
and Wherein the device is arranged to provide illumination 
to one or more common keys using a single multicolour light 
source. One or more common keys may be illuminated by 
one or more multicolour LEDs. 
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[0033] The device may comprise a single light source for 
each key. 

[0034] The device may comprise a common light source 
for a group of the plurality of keys. The device may 
comprise a common light source for a given set of keys for 
one or more user-selected modes. The device may comprise 
a common light source for a given sub-set of keys for one or 
more user-selected modes. 

[0035] One or more keys may be comprised on a display 
of the device. The device may comprise mobile phone 
functionality. The light source may comprise one or more 
LEDs. 

[0036] The modes may comprise a camera function, a 
phone function, a diary function, a calendar function, and an 
address book function. 

[0037] The invention encompasses an appropriately 
adapted user interface. One or more embodiments of the 
invention may be appropriately combined in various com 
binations. The invention also encompasses corresponding 
methods of operating a user interface/electronic device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0038] There noW folloWs a brief description of a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention, by Way of non-limiting 
example, With reference being made to the accompanying 
draWing, in Which: 

[0039] FIG. 1 shoWs a perspective vieW of an electronic 
device according to a ?rst embodiment of the invention; and 

[0040] FIG. 2 shoWs a schematic representation of the 
electronic components of the electronic device shoWn in 
FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0041] The exterior details of an electronic device, spe 
ci?cally a mobile telephone 1, are shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0042] The telephone 1 of FIG. 1 is of a “?ip-type” 
construction and has a front casing portion 2, a rear casing 
portion 3 and a cover 4 pivotally connected to the front 
casing portion 2 Which is movable betWeen a closed position 
in Which it overlies the casing 2 and an open position in 
Which it extends aWay from the front casing portion 2. The 
pivotal connection could be any hinge arrangement. HoW 
ever, in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the angle to Which 
the cover 4 extends relative to the casing 2 is dependent on 
the length of a ?exible member 5, formed from a strip of 
rubber or polymer material joining the front casing 2 to the 
cover 4. 

[0043] In FIG. 1, the cover 4 is shoWn in an almost 
completely open position. Auser interface is provided in the 
front casing portion 2 and comprises a keypad 6, an elec 
tronic display 7, an ear-piece 8, and an on/olf key 9. A 
microphone 10 is ?tted in the cover 4. The rear casing 
portion 3 has a removable portion (not shoWn) to enable 
internal housing of a memory/IC card e. g. a SIM card and/or 
memory card. The telephone 1 is adapted to enable com 
munication via a Wireless telecommunications netWork, eg 
a cellular netWork. HoWever, the telephone 1 could also be 
designed for a cordless netWork or any other transmission 
netWork. 
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[0044] The keypad 6 has a ?rst group of alphanumeric 
keys 11. These allow alphanumeric input to enable a user to 
enter a telephone number, Write a text message (SMS) or 
enter a name associated With a particular number, etc. 

[0045] The keypad 6 additionally includes ?ve soft keys 
12,13,14,15, and 16, Which change function depending on 
the status of the telephone 1. The ?rst soft key 12 is used to 
access the menu structure and to select a functional mode 
from the menu. The second soft key 13 is used to scroll up 
and doWn in the display 7 Whilst a menu is displayed. The 
third soft key 14 is used to enter the phonebook options 
When the telephone 1 is in a standby position. However, 
When in the menu structure, the third soft key 14 is used to 
close the menu structure or erase entered characters. The 
fourth and ?fth soft keys 15,16 are call-handling keys. The 
?rst call-handling key 15 is used to start a call or establish 
a conference call and the second call-handling key 16 is used 
to end a conference call or reject an incoming call. 

[0046] The keys 11-16 of the keypad 6 shoWn in FIG. 1 
can each be lit from Within/underneath by one or more LEDs 
(not shoWn in FIG. 1), as With the Nokia 7610. In other 
embodiments, the telephone 1 may be con?gured to illumi 
nate a region around each of the keys 11, 12, 13,14, 15, 16. 

[0047] It may be that the LED for one or more keys may 
only emit light of a single predetermined colour (corre 
sponding to one particular Wavelength). HoWever, in the 
embodiment of FIG. 1, the LED for one or or more keys 
emits light of more than one colour (corresponding to a 
number of different Wavelengths) i.e. a telephone in Which 
one or more keys are illuminated by a multicolour LED. 

[0048] FIG. 2 shoWs a schematic representation of the 
main components of the mobile telephone illustrated in FIG. 
1. The telephone 1 is poWered by a removable battery pack 
17. The telephone 1 also includes a subscriber identi?cation 
module (SIM) card 26, a SIM card reader 27, light emitting 
diodes (LEDs) 28 and a ringer 29. The individual circuits 
and elements are of a type Well knoWn in the art, for 
example, in the Nokia range of mobile telephones. 

[0049] Signal processing is carried out under the control of 
a digital microcontroller 18 that has an associated RAM/ 
ROM and ?ash memory 18a. The controller 18 receives 
instruction signals from the keypad 6 including the soft keys 
12,13,14,15,16 and controls the operation of the display 7. 
Radio signals are transmitted and received by means of an 
antenna 23 connected through a radio interface 24 to a codec 
25 con?gured to process signals under control of the con 
troller 18. 

[0050] Thus, in use, for speech, the codec 25 receives 
analogue signals from the microphone 10, digitises them 
into a form suitable for transmission and feeds them to the 
radio interface 24 for transmission through antenna element 
23 to the public land mobile netWork (PLMN). Similarly, 
received signals are fed to codec 25 so as to produce 
analogue signals that are fed to the ear-piece 8. 

[0051] As mentioned above, the telephone 1 has a plural 
ity of different functional modes that are user-selectable 
from the menu. HoWever, in other embodiments, one or 
more dedicated keys may be provided to provide selection of 
a particular mode eg a dedicated key Which is arranged to 
activate the camera mode of the phone When it is pressed. 
This dedicated selection can be regardless of the position 
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Within the menu structure of the operating system of the 
telephone 1 i.e. regardless of Whether the telephone 1 is 
Within one mode or, for example, is at the start position of 
the menu structure. 

[0052] Each mode performs a different function of the 
telephone 1. In the case of the telephone 1, the modes 
provide a camera function, a phone function, a diary func 
tion, a calendar function and an address book function. 

[0053] A given set of alphanumeric keys 11 and soft keys 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16 is associated With the operation of the 
device in each mode. For example, in the camera mode the 
fourth soft key 14 may be used to take a photograph, While 
the second soft key 13 may be used to scroll through stored 
photographic images. Soft keys 13 and 14 therefore de?ne 
a ?rst given set of keys 31, as shoWn by the dotted line, 
Which are associated With the camera mode. 

[0054] In a conventional manner, the telephone 1 is 
arranged to alloW the LEDs 28 to illuminate all the keys (the 
alphanumeric and soft keys 11, 12, 13,14, 15, 16) at the same 
time. This Will alloW better visualisation of the keypad 6 
during loW light conditions. This functionality may be 
selectively turned on/olf. The illumination of all of the keys, 
all of the time, Would Waste battery poWer, and thus the 
illumination of all the keys may occur only after depression 
of one or more keys (eg after the keypad 6 has been 
unlocked), as is conventional. 

[0055] In contrast to the above-mentioned conventional 
manner, the telephone 1 is con?gured to be able highlight 
(e.g. illuminate) a given set of keys associated With a 
particular mode function over the rest of the keys not 
associated With that function. For example, the given set of 
keys 31, corresponding to the selected camera mode, are 
illuminated to contrast over the remaining keys of the 
keypad 6. The illumination distinguishes the given set of 
keys 31 from the other keys of the keypad 6. 

[0056] The highlighting may take various forms as dis 
cussed in more detail beloW. HoWever, in general, it may 
simply be illumination using a single colour, or illumination 
using a number of different colours. The duration and or 
intensity of the illumination to one or more given keys may 
change or be constant. In the embodiment of FIG. 1, one or 
more various forms of highlighting can be selected by a user. 
HoWever, the telephone may be con?gured to not alloW a 
user to choose betWeen various highlighting forms. 

[0057] Various embodiments detailing different forms of 
illumination highlighting Will noW be described With par 
ticular reference to the camera mode. 

[0058] In one embodiment, When the telephone 1 is in the 
camera mode, the telephone 1 illuminates all of the given set 
of keys 31 and leaves the other keys unlit. This may require 
turning olf of previously lit keys eg if all the keys Were 
previously lit after unlocking of the keypad, or if different 
given keys are appropriate for the neWly selected camera 
mode. 

[0059] In one embodiment of the telephone 1 of FIG. 1, 
the telephone 1 is arranged to constantly illuminate each of 
the given set of keys over the highlighting time period. In 
other embodiments of the invention, the telephone 1 is 
arranged to illuminate each key intermittently during the 
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period in Which it is highlighted. In this Way, the given set 
of keys are seen by a user to ?ash. 

[0060] The given set of keys may be individually turned 
on and off in sequence to highlight the given set of keys over 
the other keys. Moreover, Where it is necessary to perform 
a series of keystrokes in order to operate a particular camera 
function, the telephone 1 can illuminate the given set of keys 
sequentially in the order in Which it is necessary to operate 
them to perform the particular camera function. 

[0061] It may be that tWo or more keys may be actuatable 
Within a particular series of keystrokes to perform different 
functions. For example, once camera mode has been 
selected, one key could perform a Zoom in operation and 
another key could perform a Zoom out operation. Both these 
Zooming keys may be illuminated simultaneously (for 
example, in different colours). 

[0062] If only some, and not all, of the given keys are 
associated With a particular sub-function, then those keys of 
the given set of keys that perform the particular sub-function 
are highlighted differently to the other given keys. For 
example, if four keys in total can be used in the camera 
mode, one of the keys alloWing cancelling of the selected 
camera mode operation, tWo of the keys alloWing Zoom 
operations and the remaining key alloWing the capture of an 
image, then the Zoom and the capture keys can be high 
lighted dilferently to the cancel key. The Zoom keys may 
also be highlighted differently to the capture key. 

[0063] As previously indicated, colour may be used to 
highlight the given set of keys. All the given set of keys of 
one mode may be associated With illumination in the same 
one colour. For example, all the camera keys can be lit by a 
blue light. 

[0064] Different colours can be used in the same mode to 
distinguish betWeen subsets of the given keys i.e. to identify 
those sub-group of keys that perform a particular sub 
function eg Zoom function. One subset of keys may be 
illuminated in one colour, and a different subset of keys in 
a different colour. 

[0065] Different colours can be used for different modes. 
For example, the set of keys 31 associated With the camera 
function can be illuminated in a green colour. The set of keys 
(not shoWn) associated With the phone functions can be 
illuminated in a blue colour. 

[0066] There may be one or more common keys in the 
given sets of keys used in different modes. Thus, a key used 
in one mode is not dedicated for use in that mode only. The 
colour of such a common key could therefore change 
dependent on the mode. A multicolour LED Would be 
particularly useful for such common keys. 

[0067] A single light source (eg LED) may be provided 
for each key of the keypad 6. HoWever, rather than having 
a single light source (eg LED) for each key, a group of keys 
can have a common light source i.e. a single LED can be 
arranged to supply light to a number of different keys. 

[0068] Advantageously, a common light source (eg a 
common LED) may be associated With providing illumina 
tion for a given set of keys for a particular selected mode. So 
for example, all (or most) of the keys usable in the camera 
mode can be supplied With illumination from a common 
LED. 
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[0069] In the case that a given key is used in a multiple 
number of modes, then it Would be advantageous to have a 
speci?c light source (eg LED) for that given key. Thus, this 
key can be individually activated in a number of different 
modes Without having to unnecessarily illuminate an adja 
cent key Which is not used in one of the multiple modes in 
Which the given key can be used. The use of a multicolour 
LED for such multiple mode given keys Would be bene?cial. 

[0070] The telephone 1 may also include a help mode. 
This is user-selectable so that the mode can be turned on/olf. 

[0071] The help mode may be used in conjunction With 
normal operation of the telephone so that the telephone can 
be used to perform the required functions. HoWever, the help 
mode may preclude normal operation of the telephone 1 by 
demonstration of the functionality. 

[0072] The help mode can include a number of different 
teach mode options, Which can be selected to teach the use 
of an associated mode. When one of the teach modes is 
selected, the user can be taught the functionality of that 
mode by a combination of information provided on the 
display and the selected illumination of a given set of keys 
associated With the functions of the mode. The telephone 1 
may provide voice commands to help With the tuition. 

[0073] It Will be appreciated that, in general, the present 
invention provides that, in use, the user is taught hoW to 
operate the telephone 1 by the selective illumination of a 
given set of keys according to a user-selected functional 
mode of the telephone 1. 

[0074] Various modi?cations can be made Without depart 
ing from the scope of the present invention. For example, an 
electroluminescent panel may be used as a light source for 
key illumination. The keys may be touch sensitive, and/ or be 
comprised on the display 7 rather than being on a separate 
keypad. A key can comprise different portions such that, for 
example, one portion provides scrolling to the left, another 
scrolling to the right, another scrolling up, another scrolling 
doWn, another selection etc i.e. each portion provides actua 
tion of a different command. Different shades of an illumi 
nation colour may be used. For example, various camera 
sub-functions may be illuminated using a light green, mid 
green and dark green colour, respectively. 

[0075] The invention also encompasses software arranged 
to perform the particular illumination/highlighting functions 
as described. One or more embodiments of the invention in 
combination are also Within the scope of the present inven 
tion. 

1. An electronic device having a plurality of different 
user-selectable modes, each mode for performing a different 
function of the electronic device, the electronic device 
comprising: 

a user interface having a plurality of keys, a given set of 
the plurality of keys being associated With the operation 
of the device in each mode; 

a light source arranged to illuminate one or more keys, 
and 

a processor con?gured to control the illumination of the 
plurality of keys, and Wherein the processor is con?g 
ured to illuminate a given set of keys corresponding to 
a user-selected mode to distinguish the given set of 
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keys from the remaining keys of the user interface, and 
Wherein the device is arranged to comprise a help mode 
to illuminate the given set of keys associated With a 
user-selected mode in the help mode to teach the use of 
the user-selected mode. 

2. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the device is 
arranged to provide a user-selectable help mode that can be 
turned on/olf. 

3. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the help mode 
is arranged to alloW the electronic device to perform the 
user-selected functions. 

4. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the help mode 
is arranged to preclude the device from performing the 
user-selected functions. 

5. A device according to claim 1, Wherein the help mode 
comprises a ?rst help mode and a second help mode, 
Wherein the ?rst help mode is arranged to alloW the elec 
tronic device to perform the user-selected functions, and 
Wherein the second help mode is arranged to preclude the 
device from performing the user-selected functions. 

6. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
device comprises a display, and Wherein the device is 
arranged to teach the use of a selected mode by a combi 
nation of information provided on the display and the 
illumination of a given set of keys associated With the 
function of the selected mode. 

7. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
device comprises audio output arranged to teach the use of 
a selected mode by a combination of audio and the illumi 
nation of a given set of keys associated With the function of 
the selected mode. 

8. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
device comprises mobile phone functionality. 

9. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
modes comprise at least one of the functions selected from 
the list of a camera function, a phone function, a diary 
function, a calendar function, and an address book function. 

10. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
modes comprise a camera function, a phone function, a diary 
function, a calendar function, and an address book function. 

11. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to illuminate the plurality of keys 
regardless of an association of a given set of keys With a 
particular user-selected mode. 

12. An electronic device according to claim 11, Wherein 
the processor is arranged to provide illumination to the 
plurality of keys after an unlocking operation detected by the 
processor for the plurality of the keys. 

13. An electronic device according to claim 11, Wherein 
the processor is arranged to deactivate illumination of the 
plurality of keys and active illumination of a given set of 
keys corresponding to a user-selected mode upon selection 
of the user-selected mode by a user. 

14. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to illuminate the given set of keys 
corresponding to a user-selected mode in a single colour. 

15. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to illuminate the given set of keys 
corresponding to a user-selected mode in different colours. 

16. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to vary the duration of the illumination 
of one or more of the given set of keys corresponding to a 
user-selected mode. 

Sep. 14, 2006 

17. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to vary the intensity of the illumination 
of one or more of the given set of keys corresponding to a 
user-selected mode. 

18. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to deactivate illumination of a ?rst 
given set of keys corresponding to a ?rst particular user 
selected mode and activate illumination of a second given 
set of keys corresponding to a second user-selected mode 
upon selection of the second user-selected mode by a user. 

19. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to provide constant illumination to one 
or more keys of a given set of keys corresponding to a 
user-selected mode over the time period that the mode is 
selected by a user. 

20. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to intermittently illuminate one or 
more keys of a given set of keys corresponding to a 
user-selected mode over the time period that the mode is 
selected by a user. 

21. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to sequentially illuminate one or more 
keys of the given set of keys corresponding to a user 
selected mode, the sequential illumination of the keys cor 
responding to the keystroke sequence required to activate a 
particular function of the user-selected mode. 

22. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to illuminate a particular subset of the 
plurality of keys corresponding to a user-selected mode 
differently to the other keys of the plurality of keys, the 
subset of the keys corresponding to a particular sub-function 
of the user-selected mode. 

23. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to illuminate a particular subset of the 
given set of keys corresponding to a user-selected mode 
differently to the other keys of the given set of keys, the 
subset of the keys corresponding to a particular sub-function 
of the user-selected mode. 

24. An electronic device according to claim 23, Wherein 
the processor is arranged to use one or more different colours 
for the subset of the given set of keys to the colour(s) used 
for the remaining keys of the given set of keys correspond 
ing to a user-selected mode. 

25. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
processor is arranged to illuminate a ?rst given set of keys 
corresponding to a ?rst user-selected mode in one colour and 
a second given set of keys corresponding to a second 
user-selected mode in a different colour. 

26. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
device comprises one or more common keys Which are for 
use in a plurality of user-selected modes, and Wherein the 
device is arranged to provide illumination to one or more 
common keys using a single multicolour light source. 

27. An electronic device according to claim 26, Wherein 
one or more common keys are illuminated by one or more 

multicolour LEDs. 
28. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 

device comprises a single light source for each key. 
29. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 

device comprises a common light source for a group of the 
plurality of keys. 

30. An electronic device according to claim 1, Wherein the 
device comprises a common light source for a given set of 
keys for one or more user-selected modes. 
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31.An electronic device according to claim 1, wherein the a light source arranged to illuminate one or more keys, 
device comprises a common light source for a given sub-set and 

of keys for one or more user'selected modes‘ a processor con?gured to control the illumination of the 

32. An electronic device according to ‘claim 1, Wherein'the plurality of kgyss and wherein the processor is Con?g 
one or more keys are compr1sed on a d1splay of the device. med to illuminate a given Set of keys Corresponding to 

33. An electronic device according IO claim 1, Wherein the a user-Selected mode to distinguish the given set Of 
light source comprises one Or more LEDS- keys from the remaining keys of the user interface, and 

34. A user interface having a plurality of different user- Whereirl the user interface iS arranged to comprise a 
selectable modes, each mode for performing a di?‘erent help mode to illuminate the given set of keys associated 
function, the user interface Comprising; With a user-selected mode in the help mode to teach the 

use of the user-selected mode. 
a plurality of keys, a given set of the plurality of keys 

being associated With operation in each mode; * * * * * 


