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GENERATING BUSINESS WAREHOUSE REPORTS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This subject matter described herein relates to data 
processing. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] In conventional business Warehouse systems, 
reports may be generated based on a single query of a 
business Warehouse database. Such reports may be rendered 
according to a standard that is typically in?exible and 
dif?cult to use. Moreover, the layout and content of the 
reports may be limited by parameters associated With a 
particular data provider that has generated the data stored in 
the business Warehouse database. 

[0003] An example of a report is a table of columns and 
roWs in Which the intersection of one column and one roW 
de?nes a cell that includes one object of data from a query. 
The format of such tables is usually prede?ned (e.g., lines 
are one color, text is another color, and the background of the 
cells is yet another color). Changes to such a format usually 
may only be made globally for the report. 

[0004] A table report may be provided as a spreadsheet, 
such as an Excel spreadsheet for example. The format of a 
spreadsheet table is typically programmed for each report, 
thus the entire formatting is easy to lose, and must be 
reprogrammed for each report generated. Users may only 
in?uence formatting such as colors, font siZe, or font type by 
tools such as a Web Template Stylesheet. Web-based report 
layouts may typically only be changed via a table interface 
or XML item, Which requires ABAP or Javascript program 
ming skills. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] In one aspect, a computer-implemented method for 
generating a report of a plurality of business Warehouse 
system queries comprises identifying one or more roW types 
for each query, de?ning a template for each roW type Within 
a query, Wherein the template de?nes a format and a pattern 
for the roW type, applying the template to query data for each 
query according to the roW type to generate a sub-report, and 
combining at least tWo sub-reports to generate an aggregated 
report. 

[0006] In some variations, the method may also comprise 
associating each type of business Warehouse system query 
With a category, and positioning the at least tWo sub-reports 
relative to each other based on the associated category. For 
example, system query categories may be prioritized so that 
higher priority queries are more prominently placed Within 
an aggregate report. Additionally or in the alternative, the 
method may comprise reordering the sub-reports Within the 
aggregated report or in a report designer. The reordering 
may be accomplished by a variety of techniques including 
drag and drop-type functions. Similarly, the method may 
comprise aligning columns Within tWo or more of the 
sub-reports. 

[0007] The method may also include generating a plurality 
of business Warehouse system queries from a plurality of 
heterogeneous data providers. These data providers may 
generate information regarding a particular subject in a 
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plurality of disparate formats Which are integrated into a 
single format compatible With the aggregate report. 

[0008] The method may provide that the pattern comprises 
any of a color, a text type, a font type, and an outline. In 
some variations, the pattern comprises a grid-based pattern. 

[0009] The method may further comprise identifying one 
or more structural elements of the query. Such structural 
elements may comprise a dimension, a structure, and a 
hierarchy. Additionally, the method may comprise identify 
ing combinations of structural elements, Wherein the com 
binations of structural elements comprise any of a dimen 
sion, structure, and hierarchy. Yet further, the method may 
comprise extracting data from the query to identify one or 
more structural elements of the query comprises. In some 
variations, the method may further comprise associating the 
one or more structural elements of the query With the 
template, and generating the aggregated report according to 
the template. 

[0010] The method may include rendering the aggregate 
report in a display, and exporting the aggregate report. The 
report may be exported to an intermediate format that may 
subsequently be exported to one of a plurality of application 
or printing formats as may be desired. 

[0011] In another aspect, a system for generating a report 
of a plurality of business Warehouse system queries com 
prises a database to store business Warehouse data from a 
plurality of heterogeneous data providers, a report designer 
program, responsive to user input from an input device, to 
identify one or more roW types for the query, de?ne a 
template for each roW type, Wherein the template de?nes a 
format and a pattern for the roW type, apply the template to 
query data for each query according to the roW type to 
generate a sub-report, and combine at least tWo sub-reports 
to generate an aggregate report, and also comprising a 
display coupled to the report designer program, con?gured 
to display the aggregate report. 

[0012] The report designer program may be con?gured to 
be delivered from a Website and stored on a client computer. 
The report designer may be operable to use a graphical user 
interface to generate one or more reports. 

[0013] In some variations, the template may be con?gured 
to de?ne user-selectable formatting and layout of the report 
based on one or more roWs and/or sub-reports. In addition or 

in the alternative, the report designer program may be 
con?gured to de?ne rules for one or more data objects in the 
aggregate report. 

[0014] Depending on the desired implementation, the 
report designer program may comprise one or more drag and 
drop functions for one or more formats to be applied to the 
template. Optionally, the one or more drag and drop func 
tions may comprise any of a property box to select properties 
of a report rendering and a format box to represent one or 
more formatting objects to be applied to individual cells or 
roWs of the report. 

[0015] The report designer program may comprise XML 
code to represent a report template encoding scheme for 
rendering the report. 

[0016] In another aspect, a computer program product, 
stored on a machine-readable medium, includes instructions 
operable to cause data processing apparatus to design a 
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report of a plurality of business Warehouse queries compris 
ing for each query: identify a roW type for a roW or a roW 
group in a report, de?ne a roW pattern template for each roW 
type, identify one or more structural elements of the query, 
Wherein the one or more structural elements comprise a 

dimension, a structure, and a hierarchy, associate a structural 
template for each of the one or more structural elements, and 
render a sub-report associated With the query according to 
one or more templates, Wherein the one or more templates 

comprise any of the roW pattern template and the structural 
template, and to also combine each of the sub-reports to 
generate an aggregated report. 

[0017] The computer program product may further com 
prise instructions to export the rendered report and/or 
instructions to de?ne the roW pattern template at run-time 
(Which may be based on roW type). 

[0018] Other computer program products, Which may be 
embodied on computer readable-material, are also 
described. Such computer program products may include 
executable instructions that cause a computer system to 
conduct one or more of the method acts described herein. 

[0019] Similarly, computer systems are also described that 
may include a processor and a memory coupled to the 
processor. The memory may encode one or more programs 
that cause the processor to perform one or more of the 
method acts described herein. 

[0020] The subject matter described herein may provide 
one or more of the folloWing advantages. For example, a 
user may use a report designer program to design page 
headers, report headers, and insert custom text Within the 
business Warehouse data cell for a business Warehouse 
report. Designs may be conducted on roW patterns and a 
metadata-level of the queries. Formats may be de?ned for 
each report cell, as Well as for structures and hierarchies: 
Rules may be de?ned for dimension members in the report, 
and a layout for the business Warehouse report may be 
dynamically arranged. Web-based report layouts may be 
designed Without a knowledge of programming skills. 

[0021] The subject matter described herein also enables a 
user to generate a single report based on a plurality of 
sub-reports. These sub-reports may be from heterogeneous 
data providers, that have, absent the techniques described 
herein, incompatible data formats. Data ?elds from all of the 
queries may be positioned under a single header and in some 
variations, columns of the various sub-reports may be 
aligned. Continuous page numbers may also be provided 
across the multiple sub-reports. Combining sub-reports from 
various data providers into a single report alloWs for a more 
ef?cient presentation and aggregation of data pertaining to a 
certain subject. 

[0022] The details of one or more variations of the subject 
matter described herein are set forth in the accompanying 
draWings and the description beloW. Other features and 
advantages of the subject matter described herein Will be 
apparent from the description and draWings, and from the 
claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0023] These and other aspects Will noW be described in 
detail With reference to the folloWing draWings. 
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[0024] FIGS. 1A-D illustrate examples of a single query 
report; 

[0025] FIG. 2 illustrates a process How diagram of a 
report design process; 

[0026] FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of a report 
designer system; 

[0027] FIG. 4 illustrates a screen shot of an exemplary 
single query report designer tool; 

[0028] FIG. 5 illustrates an association betWeen a single 
query report template and a resulting single query report; 

[0029] FIG. 6 illustrates group levels and corresponding 
query structural elements; 

[0030] FIG. 7 illustrates XML code including <bind> tags 
and data context; 

[0031] FIG. 8 illustrates a process How diagram of a 
report design process to generate an aggregate report; 

[0032] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of an aggregate 
report; and 

[0033] FIG. 10 illustrates a screen shot of an exemplary 
aggregate report designer tool. 

[0034] Like reference symbols in the various draWings 
indicate like elements. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0035] This document discloses a report design system 
and method for use in a business Warehouse or collaborative 
enterprise environment. The system and method enable a 
user to dynamically format and con?gure a layout of a report 
of one or more business Warehouse (business Warehouse) 
queries. 
[0036] FIG. 1A shoWs an example of a single query report 
100 Which is based on a single business Warehouse database 
query. The single query report 100 includes a number of 
roWs and a number of columns, in Which each intersection 
of a roW and column is a cell. Each cell includes a data 
object. The data object includes data that may be a number, 
text, or other information, such as symbols, graphics, etc. 
One or more roWs of the single query report 100 may 
represent a roW type. For instance, the top roW of the single 
query report 100 includes column headers, the second roW 
and third roWs of the single query report 100 include a result 
related to one or more of the column headers, the fourth 
through ninth roWs include information and represent 
dimension members, detail data, and the last roW includes 
information that represents detail or result data. Each of 
these roWs or roW groups may represent a group level, for 
formatting in a drilldoWn fashion. 

[0037] Each roW type is assigned a roW pattern. The 
pattern may include, Without limitation, formatting of color 
and font, roW height and Width, merging or splitting of cells, 
background graphical pattern, etc. The pattern may be stored 
as a template for each roW type. During runtime of a 
business Warehouse query, the template or roW pattern may 
be assigned to the query data associated With a single query 
report being generated. Accordingly, a single query report 
may be con?gured based on roW types, and query data is 
automatically formatted according to the one or more tem 
plates to generate the customiZed single query report. In one 
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implementation, roW types may be identi?ed With a single 
query report having a header roW, at least one result roW, one 
or more data roWs, and at least one dimension to represent 
the dimensions. The roW types may be identi?ed With logic 
in the business Warehouse data to indicate the type. For 
example, the business Warehouse data may indicate the type 
of roW for the roW pattern. The logic in the business 
Warehouse may also enable the single query report to be 
generated in Portable Document Format (PDF), a ?le format 
developed by Adobe Systems. 

[0038] When printing the single query report, the user may 
choose Whether or not to print a header on each page, choose 
to print out certain sections of the single query report, and 
choose to put page breaks Within various sections of the 
single query report. 

[0039] FIGS. 1B and 1C illustrate various alternative 
examples of a single query report. FIG. 1B shoWs a single 
query report 102 Where dimension member roWs may be 
con?gured to alternate shading from one roW to the next, and 
Where detail or result roWs are interspersed Within the 
dimension member roWs. FIG. 1C shoWs another example 
roW 104 in Which roWs are con?gurable for variable Widths 
based on a column. The system and method for designing a 
single query report also supports various hierarchies and 
structures of business Warehouse queries. FIG. 1D shoWs a 
single query report formatted and rendered as a Microsoft 
ExcelTM spreadsheet. 

[0040] FIG. 2 is a ?owchart of a method 200 of designing 
a single query report. At step 202, a roW type may be 
identi?ed for a roW or a group of roWs. The group of roWs 
may be related to the data object that Will be contained in a 
cell Within that or those roWs. At step 204, for each roW type 
a template may be de?ned. The template represents a pattern 
that may be selected for the roW type. The pattern may 
include colors, patterning, text type, font type, outline, or 
other pattern. Group levels are represented by different roW 
patterns that may be formatted separately. The pattern may 
be grid-based, as opposed to pixel-based, to better accom 
modate standard single query report applications. 

[0041] At step 206, the structural elements of a business 
Warehouse query may optionally be identi?ed. A business 
Warehouse query is generated based on a query of the 
business Warehouse database. The structural elements may 
be identi?ed according to dimension, structure, or hierarchy, 
or as combinations of structural elements (e.g., dimension>< 
dimension, hierarchy><structure><dimension, etc.). Each 
structural element in a query roW corresponds to a group 
level, as shoWn in FIG. 6. 

[0042] The business Warehouse system returns a business 
Warehouse query based on the user query to the database. 
The report design system extracts data from the business 
Warehouse query to identify its structural elements. For 
example, objects of the business Warehouse query that relate 
to column header information are identi?ed as column 
header elements. Query metadata may be used to save data 
to roW patterns to generate an XML representation of the 
pattern. At step 208, each structural element identi?ed in the 
business Warehouse query is associated With a template 
de?ned at step 204. At step 210, a single query report 
associated With the business Warehouse query is rendered 
according to the one or more templates. The single query 
report may be run in a Web-based application and exported 
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to a Web page. When the single query report is rendered, the 
patterns from step 204 are applied to data from the business 
Warehouse server. At step 212, the rendered single query 
report may be exported to another program such as an 
application program, or printed. 

[0043] FIG. 3 illustrates a system 300 for designing both 
single query reports each of Which are from a single business 
Warehouse queries and aggregated reports (as described 
beloW), each of Which are from tWo or more business 
Warehouse queries. The system includes a report designer 
302. The report designer 302 may be a computer softWare 
program implemented as an application, either Web-based 
for delivery to a client computer, or stored locally to the 
client computer. The report designer 302 generates a ren 
dering of one or more reports on a graphical user interface 
(GUI) 304. The GUI 304 may also be used to display a 
designer tool used to con?gure the reports. The designer tool 
is preferably implemented as a softWare program running on 
a client computer and responsive to command from an input 
device 308. The input device 308 may be connected directly 
to the client computer or may communicate through a 
Wireless interface. 

[0044] The report designer 302 applies templates to data 
extracted from a business Warehouse database 306 and 
served to the client computer by server 310. As discussed 
above, the templates de?ne the user-selectable formatting 
and layout of the single query report or an aggregate report 
based on identi?ed roWs or roW groups. The rendered single 
query report or aggregate report may be Web-based or based 
on an application such as Microsoft Excel. The report 
designer 302 may be used to de?ne rules for the data objects 
to be rendered in the single query report or aggregated 
report, i.e. if a dimension member=“France” then apply a 
particular format. Speci?c and/or global formats may be 
applied via “drag and drop” functions for ease of use and 
simplicity, and greatly increasing the e?iciency of the report 
designer 302. 

[0045] FIG. 4 shoWs an exemplary screen shot of a report 
designer. The report designer includes a report template 400 
that is con?gurable by a user to de?ne the formatting and 
layout of a single query report or an aggregate report. The 
report designer includes a tree 402 listing all group level 
objects of a business Warehouse query, and a properties box 
404 for selection of properties of the report rendering. The 
properties in the properties box 404 may be applied to the 
report template by a “drag and drop” function. The report 
designer may further include a format box 406 representing 
the various formatting objects that may be applied to indi 
vidual cells or roWs of a single query report or an aggregate 
report. The formatting objects may also be applied to the 
report template using a “drag and drop” function. In one 
implementation, the report designer includes a ?eld reposi 
tory to recover data in ?elds that have been deleted. 

[0046] FIG. 5 shoWs a report template 502 and the result 
ing single query report 504 that is generated. Using a system 
or method described herein, a user may con?gure a business 
Warehouse query according to prede?ned templates to gen 
erate a single query report that may be printed, exported, 
and/or more easily interpreted. 

[0047] FIG. 6 illustrates group levels and corresponding 
query structural elements in Which data ?elds may be 
organiZed in groups for one or more categories. The user 
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may drill doWn to various levels of detail in the single query 
report. For example, the user may Want to vieW items that 
are grouped into a calendar year 615 in one group level 610, 
and then drill doWn into another group level 620 to vieW a 
sales quarter 625 Within that calendar year 615. The user 
may also drill doWn another group level 630 for customer 
data 635 to further list details 640 for those customers. 

[0048] FIG. 7 shoWs XML code including <bind> tags 
and data context. The XML code represents a single query 
report template encoding scheme for rendering a single 
query report With a report designer tool. The designer tool 
may integrate the data content into the rendered business 
Warehouse report. The data content may include logic to 
facilitate the integration process. A rendering engine may 
generate the single query report in a particular format, such 
as a Web page and/or in PDF. 

[0049] FIG. 8 shoWs a process How diagram of a method 
800 for generating a report of a plurality of business Ware 
house system queries. The method 800 may identify, at step 
810, one or more roW types for each query. Thereafter, at 
step 820, a template may be de?ned for each roW type for 
each query. The template may in turn de?ne a format and a 
pattern for the roW type. The template may, at step 830, be 
applied to the query data for each query according to the roW 
type to generate a sub-report. Thereafter, at step 840, at least 
tWo sub-reports may be combined to generate an aggregated 
report. 

[0050] FIG. 9 illustrates a sample aggregate report 900 
that includes sub-reports 910, 920 from at least tWo different 
queries. The aggregate report 900 may, for example, be 
generated in a fashion similar to that of a single query report 
as described above With the exception of including multiple 
queries. For example, the report 900 may contain, in a ?rst 
sub-report 910, personal information pertaining to an 
employee, such as personal contact information, company 
details, employment details, bank details, ?nancial details, 
education and the like based on data generated by a human 
resources data provider. A second sub-report 920 may con 
tain information pertaining to performance of the employee 
based on data generated by a performance evaluation data 
provider. Data from other data providers may be obtained 
from a business Warehouse database (or other storage 
device) to form other sub-reports to be integrated into the 
aggregate report. For example, an aggregate report 900 may 
comprise an employee master data sheet that aggregates all 
of the relevant employee information from data generated by 
a plurality of heterogeneous data providers. 

[0051] With the illustrated variation in FIG. 9, the sub 
reports 910, 920 are stacked. Optionally, if a number of 
columns matches for more than one sub-report 910, 920, the 
columns for such sub-reports 910, 920 may be aligned. If the 
aggregate report 900 extends over multiple pages (as de?ned 
by an application or an export or print format, etc.), page 
numbering may be included. Other formatting modi?cations 
may be made depending on the desired layout of each page 
(e.g., the report may comprise a brie?ng book). 

[0052] The sub-reports 910, 920 may each be associated 
With a business Warehouse query category. These categories 
may be used to determine in Which order the sub-reports are 
integrated or otherWise combined into the aggregate report. 
Certain categories may have higher priorities than others and 
may be placed closer to the beginning of a report. Similarly, 
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the placement of sub-reports 910, 920 may be manipulated 
by a user in a report design system or after the aggregate 
report has been generated (using, for example, drag and drop 
functions, etc.). Alternatively, the sub-reports 910, 920 may 
be displayed in the order in Which the queries Were initiated 
or the order in Which the query results Were received. 

[0053] FIG. 10 shoWs an exemplary screen shot of a 
report designer that may be used in connection With the 
generation of aggregate reports based on data originating 
from one or more business Warehouse queries. The report 
designer includes a report template 1000 that is con?gurable 
by a user to de?ne the formatting and layout of a single 
query report or an aggregate report. The report designer 
includes a tree 1002 listing all group level objects of tWo or 
more business Warehouse queries 1010, 1020. The sub 
reports 1010, 1020 may be derived from data stored Within 
a business Warehouse database and originating from dispar 
ate data providers. 

[0054] The report designer may also include a properties 
box 1004 for selection of properties of the report rendering. 
The properties in the properties box 1004 may be applied to 
the report template by a drag and drop function. The report 
designer may further include a format box 1006 representing 
the various formatting objects that may be applied to indi 
vidual cells an aggregate report. The formatting objects may 
also be applied to the report template using a drag and drop 
function. In addition, the placement of the sub-reports 1010, 
1020 may be modi?ed by a user using, for example, a drag 
and drop function. In one variation, the report designer 
includes a ?eld repository 1008 to recover data in ?elds that 
have been deleted. 

[0055] Various implementations of the subject matter 
described herein may be realiZed in digital electronic cir 
cuitry, integrated circuitry, specially designed ASlCs (appli 
cation speci?c integrated circuits), computer hardWare, 
?rmware, softWare, and/or combinations thereof. These 
various implementations may include implementation in one 
or more computer programs that are executable and/or 
interpretable on a programmable system including at least 
one programmable processor, Which may be special or 
general purpose, coupled to receive data and instructions 
from, and to transmit data and instructions to, a storage 
system, at least one input device, and at least one output 
device. 

[0056] These computer programs (also knoWn as pro 
grams, softWare, softWare applications or code) include 
machine instructions for a programmable processor, and 
may be implemented in a high-level procedural and/or 
obj ect-oriented programming language, and/ or in assembly/ 
machine language. As used herein, the term “machine 
readable medium” refers to any computer program product, 
apparatus and/or device (e.g., magnetic discs, optical disks, 
memory, Programmable Logic Devices (PLDs)) used to 
provide machine instructions and/or data to a programmable 
processor, including a machine-readable medium that 
receives machine instructions as a machine-readable signal. 
The term “machine-readable signal” refers to any signal 
used to provide machine instructions and/or data to a pro 
grammable processor. 

[0057] To provide for interaction With a user, the subject 
matter described herein may be implemented on a computer 
having a display device (e.g., a CRT (cathode ray tube) or 
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LCD (liquid crystal display) monitor) for displaying infor 
mation to the user and a keyboard and a pointing device 
(e. g., a mouse or a trackball) by Which the user may provide 
input to the computer. Other kinds of devices may be used 
to provide for interaction With a user as Well; for example, 
feedback provided to the user may be any form of sensory 
feedback (e.g., visual feedback, auditory feedback, or tactile 
feedback); and input from the user may be received in any 
form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile input. 

[0058] The subject matter described herein may be imple 
mented in a computing system that includes a back-end 
component (e. g., as a data server), or that includes a middle 
Ware component (e.g., an application server), or that 
includes a front-end component (e.g., a client computer 
having a graphical user interface or a Web broWser through 
Which a user may interact With an implementation of the 
subject matter described herein), or any combination of such 
back-end, middleWare, or front-end components. The com 
ponents of the system may be interconnected by any form or 
medium of digital data communication (e.g., a communica 
tion netWork). Examples of communication netWorks 
include a local area netWork (“LAN”), a Wide area netWork 

(“WAN”), and the Internet. 

[0059] The computing system may include clients and 
servers. A client and server are generally remote from each 
other and typically interact through a communication net 
Work. The relationship of client and server arises by virtue 
of computer programs running on the respective computers 
and having a client-server relationship to each other. 

[0060] Although a feW variations have been described in 
detail above, other modi?cations are possible. The logic 
?oW depicted in FIGS. 2 and 8 do not require the particular 
order shoWn, or sequential order, to achieve desirable 
results. Other variations may be Within the scope of the 
folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A computer-implemented method for generating a 

report of a plurality of business Warehouse system queries, 
the method comprising: 

identifying one or more roW types for each query; 

de?ning a template for each roW type Within a query, 
Wherein the template de?nes a format and a pattern for 
the roW type; 

applying the template to query data for each query accord 
ing to the roW type to generate a sub-report; and 

combining at least tWo sub-reports to generate an aggre 
gated report. 

2. A method as in claim 1, further comprising: 

associating each type of business Warehouse system query 
With a category; and 

positioning the at least tWo sub-reports relative to each 
other based on the associated category. 

3. A method as in claim 1, further comprising: 

reordering the sub-reports Within the aggregated report. 
4. A method as in claim 1, further comprising: 

generating a plurality of business Warehouse system que 
ries from a plurality of heterogeneous data providers. 
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5. A method as in claim 1, further comprising aligning 
columns Within each of sub-reports. 

6. A method as in claim 1, further comprising identifying 
one or more structural elements of the query, Wherein the 
One or more structural elements comprise a dimension, a 
structure, and a hierarchy. 

7. A method as in claim 6, further comprising identifying 
combinations of structural elements, Wherein the combina 
tions of structural elements comprise any of dimension, 
structure, and hierarchy. 

8. A method as in claim 7, Wherein the identifying of one 
or more structural elements of the query comprises extract 
ing data from the query. 

9. A method as in claim 8, further comprising: 

associating the one or more structural elements of the 
query With the template; and generating the aggregated 
report according to the template. 

10. A method as in claim 9, further comprising: 

rendering the aggregated report in a display; and 

exporting the aggregated report. 
11. A system for generating a report of a plurality of 

business Warehouse system queries, the system comprising: 

a database to store business Warehouse data from a 
plurality of heterogeneous data providers; 

a report designer program, responsive to user input from 
an input device, to: 

identify one or more roW types for the query; 

de?ne a template for each roW type, Wherein the 
template de?nes a format and a pattern for the roW 

apply the template to query data for each query accord 
ing to the roW type to generate a sub-report; and 

combine at least tWo sub-reports to generate an aggre 
gate report; and 

a display coupled to the report designer program, con?g 
ured to display the aggregated report. 

12. A system as in claim 11, Wherein the report designer 
program is con?gured to be delivered from a Website, 
Wherein the report designer program is further con?gured to 
be stored on a client computer. 

13. A system as in claim 12, Wherein the report designer 
program is operable to use a graphical user interface to 
generate one or more reports. 

14. A system as in claim 13, Wherein the template is 
con?gured to de?ne user-selectable formatting and layout of 
the report based on one or more sub-reports. 

15. A system as in claim 14, Wherein the report designer 
program is con?gured to de?ne rules for one or more data 
objects in the report. 

16. A system as in claim 14, Wherein the report designer 
program comprises one or more drag and drop functions for 
one or more formats to be applied to the template. 

17. A system as in claim 16, Wherein the one or more drag 
and drop functions comprise any of a property box to select 
properties of a report rendering and a format box to represent 
one or more formatting objects to be applied to individual 
cells or roWs of the report. 
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18. A computer program product, stored on a machine 
readable medium, the computer program product compris 
ing instructions operable to cause data processing apparatus 
to: 

design a report of a plurality of business Warehouse 
queries comprising: for each query: 

identify a roW type for a roW or a roW group in a report; 

de?ne a roW pattern template for each roW type; 

identify one or more structural elements of the query, 
Wherein the one or more structural elements com 

prise a dimension, a structure, and a hierarchy; 

associate a structural template for each of the one or 
more structural elements; and 

Aug. 31, 2006 

render a sub-report associated With the query according 
to one or more templates, 

Wherein the one or more templates comprise any of the 
roW pattern template and the structural template; and 

combine each of the sub-reports to generate an aggregated 
report. 

19. A computer program as in claim 18, Wherein the 
design of the report further comprises exporting the rendered 
report. 

20. A computer program as in claim 18, Wherein the roW 
pattern template is de?ned at runtime. 


