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ABSTRACT 

A utility case for storage and transport of articles including 
a ?rst storage compartment de?ned by a back Wall, spaced 
side Walls extending from laterally opposed margins of the 
back Wall and a bottom Wall extending between the side 
Walls and contiguous With the back Wall. A plurality of 
vertically o?cset holding units extend between and are sup 
ported by the side Walls. 
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UTILITY CASE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is a continuation in part of and 
claims priority from application Ser. No. 10/992,493, ?led 
Nov. 16, 2004, entitled “STORAGE CASE”, Which is 
expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[0002] The present disclosure generally relates to utility 
cases, and more particularly, to a utility case for storage and 
transport of articles Which includes vertically offset holding 
units. 

[0003] Conventional utility cases provide receptacles 
de?ned in various orientations and con?gurations for the 
storage and transport of articles, as discussed in application 
Ser. No. 10/ 992,493, Which has been incorporated by refer 
ence. HoWever, one disadvantage of such conventional 
utility cases is the lack of receptacle density. Aside from the 
storage case from Which this application claims priority, 
easy access to a compact, high density con?guration of 
storage receptacles is not found in conventional utility cases. 
As a result, conventional utility cases are larger than nec 
essary, require the use of more materials (resin if made of 
plastics), have a lot of unusable space or volume on a 
percentage basis and have di?iculty accommodating articles 
having a non-standard con?guration. 

[0004] One example of an article having a non-standard 
shape, Which Will be used throughout this disclosure, as Was 
in application Ser. No. 10/992,493, Which has been incor 
porated by reference, is a particular variety of arti?cial ?sh 
baits (i.e., lures) that have a relatively large, generally planar 
element depending from the lure. The depending element is 
generally called a blade or a spoon, and the lures are 
commonly referred to as spinner bait, because of the spin 
ning action of the spoon-shaped blade When the lure is 
pulled through the Water by a ?sherman. More speci?cally, 
the disclosure is directed to discrete storage and transport of 
articles having a non-standard con?guration, so that a given 
article can be selectively retrieved Without risk that the 
selected article Will be entangled With the other articles or 
Without removing other articles to obtain access to the 
desired article. 

[0005] Throughout this disclosure, spinner bait ?shing 
lures Will be used as an example of an article having a 
non-standard shape. It is Within the teachings of this disclo 
sure and Will be recogniZed by those of skill in the art that 
any other suitable article having a non-standard or standard 
con?guration or dimension may be substituted therefor. 
Those of ordinary skill in the art Will also recogniZe that this 
disclosure shall not be limited to the example of the spinner 
bait as disclosed. Rather, the spinner bait ?shing lure is 
useful to facilitate description of the utility case disclosed 
herein. A more detailed description of the structure and 
function of a spinner bait ?shing lure and other conventional 
storage apparatus is set forth in application Ser. No. 10/992, 
493, Which has been incorporated by reference. 

[0006] Therefore, there exists a need in the art for a utility 
case for storage and transport of articles that provides a 
compact, high density con?guration of storage receptacles 
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and overcomes disadvantages described above but also uses 
less material, is easier to assemble and is less costly and 
provides improved performance in use. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] Certain embodiments are shoWn in the draWings. 
HoWever, it is understood that the present disclosure is not 
limited to the arrangements and instrumentality shoWn in the 
attached draWings, Wherein: 

[0008] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a utility case in 
accordance With the teachings of the present disclosure; 

[0009] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the utility case of 
FIG. 1 illustrating a ?rst storage compartment; and 

[0010] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the utility case of 
FIG. 1 illustrating a second storage compartment. 

[0011] FIG. 4 is a cross sectional vieW of the utility case 
of FIG. 1 illustrating the ?rst and second storage compart 
ments. 

[0012] FIG. 5 is a detailed perspective vieW of the utility 
case of FIG. 1 illustrating a partially exploded vieW of the 
?rst storage compartment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DISCLOSURE 

[0013] For the purposes of promoting and understanding 
the principles disclosed herein, reference Will noW be made 
to the preferred embodiments illustrated in the draWings and 
speci?c language Will be used to describe the same. It Will 
nevertheless be understood that no limitation of the scope is 
thereby intended. Such alterations and further modi?cations 
in the illustrated device and such further applications are the 
principles disclosed as illustrated therein as being contem 
plated as Would normally occur to one skilled in the art to 
Which this disclosure relates. 

[0014] In one aspect of the present disclosure, a utility 
case for storage and transport of articles includes a ?rst 
storage compartment de?ned by a back Wall, spaced side 
Walls and a bottom Wall extending betWeen the side Walls 
and the back Wall. A plurality of vertically offset holding 
units extend betWeen and are supported by the side Walls. In 
another aspect, each holding unit includes a plurality of 
Walls de?ning a plurality of receptacles With an open top and 
a majority of the holding units are moveable from a ?rst 
orientation to a second orientation. 

[0015] In another aspect, the back Wall of each holding 
unit has a ?rst greater extent than a second vertical extent of 
a front Wall thereby de?ning a volume substantially paral 
lelepiped. In still another aspect, each holding unit includes 
a base to facilitate pivotal connection to the ?rst storage 
compartment Wherein the range of movement is de?ned by 
a plurality of guides. 

[0016] In yet another aspect, the utility case further 
includes a body element that in cooperation With one Wall of 
the ?rst storage compartment, de?nes a second storage 
compartment. 

[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective vieW of a utility 
case 20 in accordance With the teachings of the present 
disclosure. The utility case 20 generally may include a base 
22 having an exterior surface that is adapted to engage the 
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surface upon Which the case 20 is supported and an interior 
surface 24 (see FIG. 4) Which de?nes a bottom panel of a 
the utility case extending betWeen the side panels 26 that 
extend from laterally opposed margins 28 of a back panel 30 
(see FIGS. 1, 3, 4 and 5). The utility case 20 also includes 
a cover 21 that forms the upper portion of the utility case 20. 
Preferably, in one embodiment, the base 22 may have a 
textured surface and may be made of rubber, plastic or any 
other suitable synthetic substance. 

[0018] The cover 21 may also further include, have 
formed thereon or de?ne a plurality of pockets 32 that are 
generally formed as an additional layer of material con 
nected to the outer surface of the cover 21 so as de?ned a 

receptacle space there betWeen conventional enclosures 
such as a Zipper may be provided to facilitate selective 
access thereto. The cover 21 may be connected the base 22 
by any conventional method such as, for example, stitching, 
adhesive, mechanical fastener, or any other suitable connec 
tion method. Preferably, in one embodiment, the cover 21 is 
formed from a sti?fened Notarial and may be made from any 
other suitable material. The covering 21 may also include a 
?ap 64 con?gured to provide selectable access to at least one 
second storage compartment 66 (see FIGS. 3 and 4). 

[0019] A ?rst storage compartment is de?ned in the utility 
case 20 by a back Wall 42, spaced sideWalls 44, extending 
from laterally opposed margins 46 of the back Wall 42 and 
a bottom Wall 48 extending betWeen the sideWalls 44 and 
contiguous With the back Wall 42. In one embodiment, the 
?rst storage compartment may be formed as an integrally 
molded element Which is connected to the cover 21 by any 
conventional method or means or combination thereof, such 
as for example, stitching, adhesive, mechanical fastener or 
any other suitable means or method. 

[0020] Each of the back Wall 42, sideWalls 44 and bottom 
Wall 48 include a free edge 50 that cooperatively de?nes an 
opening 52. A cover 54 is connected to one of the free edges 
50 for movement betWeen a closed position (see FIG. 1) and 
an open position (see FIG. 2) With respect to the opening 52. 
The ?rst cover 54 is preferably at least semi-transparent in 
one embodiment. HoWever, in other embodiments, the ?rst 
cover 54 may be opaque, translucent or any other desired 
con?guration. In one embodiment, the ?rst cover 54 may 
include a handle 56 and appropriate connectors 58 to secure 
the ?rst cover 54 in the closed position. Such connectors 
may be of a conventional design or any other suitable 
design. 

[0021] The ?rst cover 54 may be connected to one of the 
free edges by conventional hinging system 60 or any other 
suitable type of connection, such as, for example living 
hinge, ?exible material, or any other suitable connection 
methods or means. 

[0022] A strap 62 may be provided and connected to 
mounting points 64 to facilitate carrying of the utility case 
20 by the shoulder of a user. If Within the teachings of the 
present disclosure that any other suitable shoulder strap or 
handle or mounting points may be provided to perform the 
same carrying function. 

[0023] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the utility case of 
FIG. 1 illustrating a ?rst storage compartment. The utility 
case 20 also may include a plurality of vertically o?fset 
holding units 70 extending betWeen and supported by the 
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sideWalls 44, Which preferably have vertically staggered 
attachment to the ?rst storage compartment or vertically 
staggered open tops. Each holding unit 70 is movable from 
a ?rst orientation (see FIG. 1) to a second orientation (see 
FIG. 2). 

[0024] Each holding unit 70 preferably includes a plurality 
of Walls de?ning at least one receptacle 72 having an open 
top de?ned by the free edge of the plurality of holding unit 
Walls, namely a front Wall 74, a back Wall 76, opposed side 
Walls 78 and at least one divider Wall 80. Preferably, in one 
embodiment, the back Wall 76 has a ?rst vertical extent V1 
that is greater than a second vertical extent V2 of the front 
Wall 74. 

[0025] In one embodiment, each holding unit 70 includes 
a base 82 to facilitate connection of the holding unit 70 to the 
side Walls 44. Preferably, in one embodiment, such connec 
tion Would be pivotable. The base 82 may include a pair of 
opposed lugs 84 for engaging apertures 86 de?ned in the 
side Walls 44. 

[0026] In one embodiment, the ?rst storage compartment 
40 may also include a plurality of guides 90 disposed on 
each side Wall 44 such that one guide 90 is associated With 
each end of the holding unit 70 to de?ne a range of 
movement for such holding units 70. As best shoWn in FIG. 
5, the guides 90 are generally U-shaped and formed about 
the apertures 86, such that the base 82 is generally disposed 
Within the U-shaped guide 90 such that the front Wall 74 
contacts the leading portion 92 of the guide 90 in the second 
orientation and the back Wall 76 contacts the trailing portion 
94 of the guide 90 in the ?rst orientation. 

[0027] In one embodiment, each receptacle 70 de?nes a 
volume con?gured generally as a parallelepiped. In another 
embodiment, the holding units 70 are horiZontally o?fset, as 
best shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0028] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the utility case of 
FIG. 1 illustrating a second storage compartment. The 
utility case 20 may further include a second storage com 
partment 66 de?ned by a plurality of panels Wherein at least 
one of the plurality of panels is disposed contiguous With 
and parallel to the back Wall 42 of the ?rst storage com 
partment 40. In one embodiment, the plurality of panels 
include the back panel 30, spaced side panels 26 extending 
from laterally opposed margins 28 of the back panel, a front 
panel 98 disposed contiguous With and parallel to the back 
Wall 42 of the ?rst storage compartment 40 and a bottom 
panel 24 extending betWeen the side panels 26 and contigu 
ous With the back panel 30. The second storage compartment 
66 is con?gured to accept a plurality of conventional storage 
cases 100. 

[0029] Each of the plurality of panels includes a free edge 
102 that cooperatively de?ne an opening for the second 
storage compartment 66. In one embodiment, the ?ap 64 is 
connected to one of the free edges 102 so as to provide 
selectable access to the second storage compartment 66. A 
conventional closure 104, such as for example, a Zipper or 
other mechanical fastener, may be used to detachably secure 
the ?ap 64 to any of the several of the free edges 102. 

[0030] Furthermore, While the particular preferred 
embodiments have been shoWn and described, it Will be 
obvious to those skilled in the art that changes and modi? 
cations may be made Without departing from the teaching of 
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the disclosure. The matter set forth in the foregoing descrip 
tion and accompanying drawings is offered by Way of 
illustration only and not as limitation. The actual scope of 
the disclosure is intended to be de?ned in the folloWing 
claims When vieWed in their proper perspective based on the 
related art. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A utility case comprising: 

a ?rst storage compartment de?ned by a back Wall, spaced 
side Walls extending from laterally opposed margins of 
the back Wall and a bottom Wall extending betWeen the 
side Walls and contiguous With the back Wall; and 

a plurality of vertically offset holding units extending 
betWeen and supported by said side Walls. 

2. The utility case as recited in claim 1, Wherein each 
holding unit is movable from a ?rst orientation to a second 
orientation. 

3. The utility case as recited in claim 1, Wherein each 
holding unit includes a plurality of Walls de?ning at least one 
receptacle having an open top. 

4. The utility case as recited in claim 3, Wherein the 
plurality of holding unit Walls include a front Wall, a back 
Wall, opposed side Walls and at least one divider Wall. 

5. The utility case as recited in claim 4, Wherein the back 
Wall has a ?rst vertical extent greater than a second vertical 
extent of the front Wall. 

6. The utility case as recited in claim 1, Wherein each 
holding unit includes a base to facilitate pivotal connection 
to the side Walls. 

7. The utility case as recited in claim 6, Wherein the base 
includes a pair of opposed lugs for engaging apertures 
de?ned in the side Walls. 

8. The utility case as recited in claim 3, Wherein each 
receptacle de?nes a volume con?gured generally as a par 
allelepiped. 
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9. The utility case as recited in claim 1, further including 
a second storage compartment de?ned by a plurality of 
panels, Wherein at least one of the plurality of panels is 
disposed contiguous With and parallel to the back Wall of the 
?rst storage compartment. 

10. The utility case as recited in claim 9, Wherein the 
plurality of panels includes a back panel, spaced side panels 
extending from laterally opposed margins of the back panel, 
a front panel disposed contiguous With and parallel to the 
back Wall of the ?rst storage compartment and a bottom 
panel extending betWeen the side panels and contiguous 
With the back panel. 

11. The utility case as recited in claim 1, Wherein each of 
the back Wall, side Walls and bottom Wall includes a free 
edge that cooperatively de?ne an opening. 

12. The utility case as recited in claim 11, further includ 
ing a ?rst cover connected to one of the free edges for 
movement betWeen a closed position and an open position 
With respect to the opening. 

13. The utility case as recited in claim 12, Wherein the ?rst 
cover is at least semi-transparent. 

14. The utility case as recited in claim 1, further including 
a covering connected to the ?rst storage compartment. 

15. The utility case as recited in claim 14, Wherein the 
covering includes a ?ap con?gured to provide selectable 
access to at least one second storage compartment. 

16. The utility case as recited in claim 1, further including 
a plurality of guides disposed on each side Wall such that one 
guide is associated With each end of the holding unit to 
de?ne a range of movement of the holding unit. 

17. The utility case as recited in claim 1, Wherein the 
holding units are horizontally offset. 


