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COMPRESSED PACKAGED ARTICLES AND 
METHODS OF MAKING, TRANSPORTING, 

SHIPPING AND USING SAME 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present patent application claims priority to the 
provisional patent application identi?ed by US. Ser. No. 
60/644,544, ?led on Jan. 18, 2005, the entire content of 
Which is hereby expressly incorporated herein by reference. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

[0002] Not Applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] 
[0004] The present invention relates, in general, to articles 
that are packaged in a compressed state relative to an 
uncompressed fully articulated state and methods of making 
and using same. In a speci?c embodiment, but not to be 
considered as limiting, the articles so packaged in a com 
pressed state are plant covers. 

[0005] 2. Description of the Background 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0006] FloWer pot covers, including plant covers, and 
methods of making and using same are disclosed in US. Pat. 
No. 4,773,182, the entire contents of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference in their entirety. In the 4,773,182 patent 
it is disclosed that the ?oWer pot covers could be ?attened 
and packaged for shipment and storing. The disclosed meth 
ods in the 4,773,182 patent required ?attening each cover 
individually before packing and storing. The cost of pack 
aging such ?attened ?oWer pot covers With each cover being 
separately ?attened is greater than using a fully erected 
?oWer pot cover because substantial mechanical or manual 
labor is required to ?atten, open and erect each cover 
separately. 
[0007] In order to alleviate such de?ciencies, the presently 
claimed and disclosed invention provides the packaging, 
storing and shipping of plant covers (more speci?cally, 
?oWer pot covers, ?oral grouping covers, sleeves, bags, and 
tubes) at higher density levels thereby providing for the 
e?icient and economical packaging, storing and shipping of 
plant covers Without substantially affecting the decorative 
properties of the plant covers. The presently claimed meth 
ods entail, in one embodiment, the placing of one plant cover 
inside of another plant cover (i.e., nesting the plant covers) 
so as to form a stack of tWo or more plant covers and 

thereafter compressing the entire stack of plant covers in 
either or both of the horiZontal and vertical planes (i.e., 
along the height, length and/or Width of the plant covers). 
Compressing the nested plant covers so as too partially or 
completely ?atten the covers horiZontally and/or vertically 
provides for a means of packing, storing and/or shipping 
plant covers in an e?icient and economical manner. 

[0008] By ?rst nesting the plant covers and then com 
pressing them, solely or primarily horiZontally, the plant 
covers are made more easily useable than if the covers are 
individually ?attened and then packed for shipping. The 
primary reason for this is that all of the covers can be 
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re-erected to their full or semi-full three-dimensional shape 
With one motion of pressing horizontally on tWo opposing 
sides of the stack of nested covers so as to restore the covers 
to their fully erected form. This saves considerable time as 
opposed to erecting each individual cover, as is required if 
each cover has been individually ?attened. Any remaining 
oval shape due to the plant covers being compressed are 
eliminated When the covers have been placed about a ?oWer 
pot or placed about a ?oral grouping. 

[0009] These and other methods and apparatuses are dis 
closed and claimed herein and Will be apparent to one of 
ordinary skill in the art given the description, draWings and 
claims provided herein. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The presently disclosed and claimed invention is 
draWn to a package containing a plurality of compressed 
articles, Wherein the compressed articles are in a state 
substantially compressed from a fully articulated state. The 
package may further include a holding assembly having a 
retaining space, Wherein the plurality of compressed articles 
are located Within the retaining space. The package may also 
include means for securing the holding assembly in the state 
substantially compressed from a fully articulated state. The 
securing means may be selected from the group consisting 
of telescoping cartons, bags, shrink Wrap, stretch Wrap, 
bands, tape, adhesive, cohesives, staples, Wire, ribbons, 
string, barbs and combinations thereof. The package may 
also include means for dispensing at least one of the com 
pressed articles from the package containing the plurality of 
compressed articles. 

[0011] The compressed articles in the state substantially 
compressed from the fully articulated state are compressed 
to a percentage of the fully articulated state selected from the 
group consisting of from about 5 to about 10 percent, from 
about 10 to about 15 percent, from about 15 to about 20 
percent, from about 20 to about 25 percent, from about 25 
to about 30 percent, from about 30 to about 35 percent, from 
about 35 to about 40 percent, from about 40 to about 45 
percent, from about 45 to about 50 percent, from about 50 
to about 55 percent, from about 55 to about 60 percent, from 
about 60 to about 65 percent, from about 65 to about 70 
percent, from about 70 to about 75 percent, from about 75 
to about 80 percent, from about 80 to about 85 percent, from 
about 85 to about 90 percent, from about 90 to about 95 
percent and from about 95 to about 99 percent. 

[0012] The compressed articles in the package may be 
nested or unnested and, in one embodiment, the compressed 
articles are plant covers. 

[0013] In an alternative embodiment, the presently dis 
closed and claimed invention provides a method for pack 
aging a plurality of nested plant covers utiliZing the folloW 
ing steps: (a) providing a plurality of nested plant covers 
having a length and a Width; (b) providing a holding 
assembly having a retaining space, the holding assembly 
having a compressed and an uncompressed condition; (c) 
placing the plurality of nested plant covers in the retaining 
space of the holding assembly; and (d) compressing the 
holding assembly from the uncompressed to the compressed 
condition such that the plurality of nested plant covers are 
compressed along at least one of the length and Width of the 
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plurality of nested plant covers thereby providing a package 
containing a plurality of compressed nested plant covers. 

[0014] In this embodiment, the holding assembly is 
selected from the group consisting of bags, boxes, tubes, at 
least one sheet of material and combinations thereof. This 
method may further include the step of securing the holding 
assembly via a means for securing such that the plurality of 
nested plant covers are maintained in the compressed con 
dition. The securing means may be selected from the group 
consisting of telescoping cartons, bags, shrink Wrap, stretch 
Wrap, bands, tape, adhesive, cohesives, staples, Wires, rib 
bons, strings, barbs and combinations thereof. In this 
embodiment, the nested plant covers in the compressed 
condition are compressed to a percentage of the uncom 
pressed condition selected from the group consisting of from 
about 5 to about 10 percent, from about 10 to about 15 
percent, from about 15 to about 20 percent, from about 20 
to about 25 percent, from about 25 to about 30 percent, from 
about 30 to about 35 percent, from about 35 to about 40 
percent, from about 40 to about 45 percent, from about 45 
to about 50 percent, from about 50 to about 55 percent, from 
about 55 to about 60 percent, from about 60 to about 65 
percent, from about 65 to about 70 percent, from about 70 
to about 75 percent, from about 75 to about 80 percent, from 
about 80 to about 85 percent, from about 85 to about 90 
percent, from about 90 to about 95 percent and from about 
95 to about 99 percent. 

[0015] The method may also include the step of providing 
a means for dispensing at least one of the compressed nested 
plant covers from the package containing the plurality of 
compressed nested plant covers. 

[0016] In an alternative embodiment, the presently dis 
closed and claimed invention provides a method for pack 
aging a plurality of plant covers, comprising the steps of (a) 
providing a plurality of plant covers having a length and a 
Width; (b) providing a holding assembly having a retaining 
space, the holding assembly having a compressed and an 
uncompressed condition; (c) placing the plurality of plant 
covers in the retaining space of the holding assembly; and 
(d) compressing the holding assembly from the uncom 
pressed to the compressed condition such that the plurality 
of plant covers are compressed along at least one of the 
length and Width of the plurality of plant covers thereby 
providing a package containing a plurality of compressed 
plant covers. 

[0017] In this embodiment, the holding assembly is 
selected from the group consisting of bags, boxes, tubes, at 
least one sheet of material and combinations thereof. This 
method may further include the step of securing the holding 
assembly via a means for securing such that the plurality of 
nested plant covers are maintained in the compressed con 
dition. The securing means may be selected from the group 
consisting of telescoping cartons, bags, shrink Wrap, stretch 
Wrap, bands, tape, adhesive, cohesives, staples, Wires, rib 
bons, strings, barbs and combinations thereof. In this 
embodiment, the nested plant covers in the compressed 
condition are compressed to a percentage of the uncom 
pressed condition selected from the group consisting of from 
about 5 to about 10 percent, from about 10 to about 15 
percent, from about 15 to about 20 percent, from about 20 
to about 25 percent, from about 25 to about 30 percent, from 
about 30 to about 35 percent, from about 35 to about 40 
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percent, from about 40 to about 45 percent, from about 45 
to about 50 percent, from about 50 to about 55 percent, from 
about 55 to about 60 percent, from about 60 to about 65 
percent, from about 65 to about 70 percent, from about 70 
to about 75 percent, from about 75 to about 80 percent, from 
about 80 to about 85 percent, from about 85 to about 90 
percent, from about 90 to about 95 percent and from about 
95 to about 99 percent. 

[0018] The method may also include the step of providing 
a means for dispensing at least one of the compressed nested 
plant covers from the package containing the plurality of 
compressed nested plant covers. 

[0019] In an alternative embodiment, the presently dis 
closed and claimed invention provides a method for pack 
aging a plurality of plant covers, comprising the steps of (a) 
providing a plurality of plant covers having a length and a 
Width; (b) compressing the plurality of plant covers from an 
uncompressed condition to a compressed condition such that 
the plurality of plant covers are compressed along at least 
one of the length and Width of the plurality of plant covers; 
(c) providing a holding assembly having a retaining space; 
and (d) placing the plurality of plant covers in the com 
pressed condition in the retaining space of the holding 
assembly thereby providing a package containing a plurality 
of compressed plant covers. 

[0020] In this embodiment, the holding assembly is 
selected from the group consisting of bags, boxes, tubes, at 
least one sheet of material and combinations thereof. This 
method may further include the step of securing the holding 
assembly via a means for securing such that the plurality of 
nested plant covers are maintained in the compressed con 
dition. The securing means may be selected from the group 
consisting of telescoping cartons, bags, shrink Wrap, stretch 
Wrap, bands, tape, adhesive, cohesives, staples, Wires, rib 
bons, strings, barbs and combinations thereof. In this 
embodiment, the nested plant covers in the compressed 
condition are compressed to a percentage of the uncom 
pressed condition selected from the group consisting of from 
about 5 to about 10 percent, from about 10 to about 15 
percent, from about 15 to about 20 percent, from about 20 
to about 25 percent, from about 25 to about 30 percent, from 
about 30 to about 35 percent, from about 35 to about 40 
percent, from about 40 to about 45 percent, from about 45 
to about 50 percent, from about 50 to about 55 percent, from 
about 55 to about 60 percent, from about 60 to about 65 
percent, from about 65 to about 70 percent, from about 70 
to about 75 percent, from about 75 to about 80 percent, from 
about 80 to about 85 percent, from about 85 to about 90 
percent, from about 90 to about 95 percent and from about 
95 to about 99 percent. 

[0021] The method may also include the step of providing 
a means for dispensing at least one of the compressed nested 
plant covers from the package containing the plurality of 
compressed nested plant covers. 

[0022] In an alternative embodiment, the presently dis 
closed and claimed invention provides a method for pack 
aging a plurality of plant covers, comprising the steps of (a) 
providing a plurality of nested plant covers having a length 
and a Width; (b) compressing the plurality of nested plant 
covers from an uncompressed condition to a compressed 
condition such that the plurality of nested plant covers are 
compressed along at least one of the length and Width of the 




































