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32533251311151??? léidléelslslijNTs The invention is both a method of harvesting and mounting 
1901 ROXBOROUGH ROAD a tree and the tree stand itself. The method is for that of 
SUITE 300 harvesting a live tree. On the other hand the tree stand can 

mount a live tree or an arti?cial tree. The description is 
CHARLOTTE’ NC 28211 (Us) Written from the live tree viewpoint. The method comprises: 

(73) Assignee FOX Creek Investments harvesting a tree from the ?eld; trimming the tree; optionally 
' packaging said tree in netting; and mounting a stand on said 

(21) Appl_ No_. 11/038,001 trimmed tree. The mounting step also includes sliding a 
tapered sleeve or a bulb-like sleeve onto the base of the tree 

(22) Filed; Jam 18, 2005 and jamming or inserting the sleeve With the tree into a 
corresponding Well of the base stand. The tree stand com 

Publication Classi?cation prises a base With an upwardly projecting Well and a sleeve. 
The sleeve may be a tapered holloW sleeve, or a bulb-like 

nt. . s eeve. ent e u - 1 e s eeve is use , Wm screWs can 51 I Cl l Wh hblbl'kl ' d 'g 
A4 7G 33/12 (2006.01) be employed to secure it to the Well. 
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METHOD FOR PACKAGING TREES WITH A 
STAND AND TREE STAND APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 
[0002] The present invention relates to a method of har 
vesting a tree, preferably a Christmas tree, but it is capable 
of mounting other cut or arti?cial trees, trimming the tree if 
necessary, optionally packaging the tree in appropriate pack 
aging material such as netting, and mounting it in a stand. 
The invention also relates to a tree stand that comprises tWo 
parts, namely a tapered sleeve and a base. The larger 
opening of the tapered sleeve slides over the harvested tree 
at its base While the small end (lesser diameter) slides into 
a centered raised Wall portion of the base stand. 

[0003] 2) Prior Art 

[0004] Packaging Christmas trees in netting to prevent 
breakage of the limbs during shipping and to enable more 
trees to be shipped in a container such as a truck, is Well 
knoWn to those in the business. Often Christmas retail tree 
sellers build and construct their oWn stands and mount a feW 
of the trees in their lot so that these trees can be fully vieWed. 
Many retail sellers simply lean the trees against a fence, a 
Wall, or ropes strung betWeen trees. Generally the retail 
sellers also sell tree stands as a separate add-on component. 

[0005] On the other hand, Christmas tree stands are Well 
knoWn to all buyers of Christmas trees, as these trees must 
be mounted in homes, businesses, and public locations. 
Christmas tree stand structures generally consist of legs, 
some upright pot that can hold the base of the tree as Well 
as a supply of liquid for the base of the tree and fastening 
means to secure the tree to the pot. Such stands take many 
different shapes, are formed from many different types of 
materials, and other serve this purpose inconsistently (some 
are better than others). 

1) Field of the Invention 

[0006] There is a need to package the Christmas tree With 
a stand such that it is unnecessary for the retailer of the 
Christmas trees to design and produce a temporary holding 
structure, all trees can be fully vieWed, and the trees can 
absorb Water While present in the retail lot. Additionally, the 
same stands Would be used in residential homes, public 
places, and businesses thereby omitting the mounting of the 
tree on a stand, as is usually required by the ?nal user. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention relates to both method and 
apparatus. The stand is meant to be used not only by the 
retail Christmas tree seller, but also enjoyed by the residen 
tial, business, or public building occupant/buyer. The tree 
stand enables the users to supply Water or other aqueous 
based nutritional compositions to the tree, such that it 
remains more lifelike for a longer period of time. 

[0008] In the broadest sense, the present invention relates 
to a method of harvesting and packaging Christmas trees, 
comprising: harvesting a Christmas tree from the ?eld; 
trimming the tree; optionally packaging said tree in netting; 
and mounting a stand on said trimmed tree. The mounting 
step also includes sliding a tapered sleeve onto the base of 
the Christmas tree and jamming the tapered sleeve With 
Christmas tree into a corresponding Well of the base stand. 
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[0009] In the broadest sense, the present invention also 
comprises a Christmas tree stand having a base portion and 
a sleeve portion, said base having a pan shape With a 
centered Well projecting outWardly from said base, said Well 
having at least one opening to alloW Water or other nutrients 
to have access to the interior of said Well, said sleeve having 
an exterior diameter designed to snugly mount Within said 
Well by a friction ?t. 

[0010] In the broadest sense, the present invention also 
comprises a Christmas tree stand having a base portion and 
a bulb-like sleeve portion, said base having a pan shape With 
a centered Well projecting outWardly from said base, said 
Well having at least one opening to alloW Water or other 
nutrients to have access to the interior of said Well, said 
bulb-like sleeve having an exterior diameter designed to 
initially rotatably mount Within and on said Well, and then 
once the tree is vertical, secure the sleeve by means of one 
or more Wing screWs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] The ?gures of the draWings are for illustrating the 
invention and to enable those skilled in the art to better 
understand the invention. It is not intended to limit the 
invention in any manner inconsistent With the claims. 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the Christmas tree 
stand. 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the holloW tapered 
sleeve that ?ts Within the Well of the stand. 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a plan vieW looking into the tapered 
sleeve, shoWing the projections. 

[0015] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the Christmas tree 
stand Without the tapered sleeve mounted Within the Well. 

[0016] FIG. 5 is an exploded vieW shoWing a trimmed 
tree, the tapered holloW sleeve, and the stand (With the Well 
shoWn in relief), all enclosed in netting. 

[0017] FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of the stand base and 
a rotatably/secure sleeve mounted Within and on the Well. 

[0018] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the bulb-like sleeve 
shoWn in FIG. 6. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0019] The Christmas tree stand 10 shoWn clearly in FIG. 
1 comprises tWo friction-?tting pieces, namely: the base 12 
and the tapered sleeve 14. The Christmas tree stand 10 may 
be made from a variety of substances such as plastic, hard 
rubber, ?berglass, ceramic, concrete, metal and Wood. Of 
these raW materials, plastic is preferred. Optionally, the 
plastic can include reinforcing ?bers to provide extra 
strength. Conceivably, it is also possible that the tapered 
holloW sleeve 14 and the base 12 can be made from the same 
substances or difference substances. Preferably the entire 
Christmas tree stand 10 is made from the same plastic 
material. Unlike other stands, no hammering is required to 
mount the stand of the present invention. Accordingly, the 
stand may be made from loW impact resistant plastic, 
Whereas others must use high impact plastic. 

[0020] FIG. 2 is a draWing of the tapered holloW sleeve 
14, Which has a large end 16 and a narroW end 18. The sleeve 
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14 has a hollow opening 20 extending entirely through the 
tapered sleeve. Generally, the thickness of the tapered sleeve 
remains approximately the same from the large end 16 to the 
narroW end 18. However, it may also be possible to design 
the tapered sleeve 14 such that its thickness at one end is 
larger than that at the opposite end. Accordingly, those 
skilled in the art may design the tapered sleeve such that it 
is thicker at the narroW end 18 than at the larger end 16, if 
there is to be a difference in the thickness to provide 
increased strength and support. 

[0021] FIG. 3 is a plan vieW of the tapered holloW sleeve 
14 Wherein the larger end 16 (as vieWed from FIG. 2) has 
an opening 22, While the narroW end 18 (as vieWed in FIG. 
2) has an opening 24. Mounted on the interior sideWall 
betWeen openings 22 and 24 are one or more optional 
projections 26. These projections 26 are designed to “bite” 
into the base of a Christmas tree When the tapered sleeve 
slides over the base of the tree. The projections 26 usually 
have a fairly sharp edge that permits them to bite into the 
base of the tree. The projections 26 not only seek to secure 
the tapered sleeve to the tree in a manner such that the 
tapered sleeve can only be removed from the tree With great 
dif?culty, but it also enables the tapered sleeve to be appli 
cable to slightly different siZes of the base of the tree. For 
example, the tapered sleeve may apply to small trees having 
a base diameter of 11/2 to 2 inches. In this example the 
projections 26 Would ?rmly secure the sleeve about the base 
of the tree, irrespective of the slight siZe differential. HoW 
ever, it is not necessary to have projections 26 on the interior 
of the sleeve 14, but no projections means that the base of 
the tree and the sleeve must ?t together more closely. 

[0022] The tapered sleeve and base stand can be various 
siZes to accommodates various siZes of trees, such as trees 
With a base of 4 to 41/2 inches. Relative to the tapered sleeve, 
the base must be large enough to support the siZe tree 
intended to be mounted therein. The larger the tree, the 
larger the base stand, and the larger the tapered sleeve, and 
vise versa. Larger trees With larger stands means that the 
base stand can be both larger in diameter and taller, and the 
Well of the stand is larger in diameter along With the 
corresponding sleeve. The invention easily encompasses a 
base having a diameter from about 6 to about 24 inches (2 
feet), While the height can be from about 4 to about 8 inches. 
The siZe of the stand must simply be suf?cient to support the 
siZe of the tree. 

[0023] Referring to FIG. 4, the base of the Christmas tree 
stand 12 is shoWn in a perspective vieW and the nesting line 
30 can easily be seen. The sideWall 28 is likeWise tapered 
inWardly from its upper end 32 to its loWer end 34. The 
nesting line 30, therefore, permits multiple base units to be 
stacked one on top of the other and the tapered sideWall 28 
permits easy removal of the stands, one from the other. This 
is for shipping convenience. The sideWall 28 of the base unit 
12 is integral With the bottom 36. 

[0024] The bottom 36 has in its centered area an integrally 
formed Well 40 comprising an upstanding circular Wall 42 
Which is projecting upWardly out of the bottom 36 and is 
generally thicker than the sideWall 28. The Well circular Wall 
42 is thicker because it is necessary for it to support the 
sleeve 14 shoWn in FIGS. 1-3. Of course the sleeve 14, is 
then supporting the base of the Christmas tree (not shoWn). 
The circular Wall 42 has a slot 44 therein that extends from 
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the bottom 36 to the top of the Well or circular Wall 42. This 
slot serves several purposes in that it alloWs a slight expan 
sion of the upper Wall 46 of circular Wall 42 and enables the 
sleeve 14 to be friction-?t Within the Well 40 but also permits 
its removal. The Well 40 is likeWise tapered very slightly 
from its upper edge 46 to its loWer edge 48. This taper 
generally matches or closely matches the taper of the sleeve 
14, Which is designed to ?t Within the Well 40. Additionally, 
the slot 44 permits ?uids, such as Water or Water-based 
nutrient compositions designed to maintain the tree in a 
healthy state as long as possible, to How to the base of the 
Christmas tree. Optionally, the Well 40 may include an 
additional button Well 50 that can be used to hold nutrients 
for the tree or just the last vestiges of the volume of the Well 
for holding ?uid. It is not necessary for the present invention 
to have a button Well 50. 

[0025] When the sleeve 14 is fully inserted into the Well 
40, it is close to the bottom 36 of the base 12. Generally, 
hoWever, it is spaced a very slight distance above the bottom 
36 such that, for example, a sheet of paper may be inserted 
betWeen the tWo. This close relationship permits Water to 
How into the Well such that the tree may absorb the Water. 
Moreover, the height of the Well 40 is substantially less than 
the depth or height of the sideWall 28. Accordingly, When the 
base is ?lled approximately Z/3 full of Water, for example, it 
Will also over?oW the upper edge 46 of the sleeve 14 and 
How along the sides of the base of the Christmas tree, 
alloWing Water absorption thru the tree. 

[0026] By inserting the sleeve 14 onto the base of the 
Christmas tree, the projections 26 bite into the tree. These 
same projections, Which can lacerate the tree along its trunk 
open the bark of the trunk a bit and thus Water ?oWing over 
the top of the sleeve 14, When it is inserted into Well 40, also 
exposes the base of the tree such that it may absorb the 
liquid. 

[0027] FIG. 5 is an exploded vieW of the present invention 
With a trimmed Christmas tree. The Christmas tree 60 has a 
base 62, Which has been trimmed of branches and some bark 
(optionally). The base of the tree can be made to be circular 
by use, for example, of a tenon cutter. This is a device, Which 
typically makes tenons for furniture like chairs, for example. 
Optionally, cotton or plastic netting 70 is stretched over the 
tree and is siZed suf?ciently to easily cover the entire tree 
With or Without the stand. Next, the sleeve 14 is secured to 
the tree by sliding it over and around the base of the tree. It 
is not necessary that the base 62 of the Christmas tree be 
perfectly cylindrical, but the more cylindrical it is, the more 
snugly it ?ts into the sleeve 14, and the better and tighter the 
support can be. The assembly shoWn in FIG. 5 is for the base 
of the tree 62 to slide into the tapered sleeve 14 and for the 
tapered sleeve 14 to ?t Within the Well 40 projecting 
upWardly from the base 12 as illustrated in FIG. 4. In this 
manner, both the retailer and the consumer have a built-in 
stand for supporting the tree in a vertical upright manner as 
is knoWn. Once the tree is supported in an upright manner, 
Water or Water-based nutrient compositions can be used to 
keep the tree as healthy for as long as possible. 

[0028] FIG. 6, is another alternative tree stand. The Well 
82 of the trees stand base is similar to that shoWn in FIG. 4, 
except the upper edge 83 of the Well is tapered so that it 
mates With the bulb-like sleeve 80, thereby initially permit 
ting the bulb-like sleeve to rotate Within and on Well 82. Like 
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the tapered sleeve shown in FIG. 2, the bulb-like sleeve 80 
has a hollow, tapered opening 88 (similar to opening 20) 
framed by the upper edge 86. Sleeve 80 is designed to be 
mounted on the base or trunk of a tree. The sleeve 80 also 
has projections 26 such as those shoWn in FIG. 3. This 
permits someone to more easily vertically mount a tree 
Whose base is slightly angled compared to the remainder of 
the trunk. Once the tree is mounted as desired, one or more 
Wing screWs 84 can be employed to tighten and secure the 
bulb-like sleeve to the Well. 

[0029] In operation (With respect to FIGS. 1-5), a method 
of harvesting and packaging Christmas trees is illustrated by 
the present invention and comprises harvesting the Christ 
mas tree from the ?eld, trimming the base of the tree such 
that there are no loWer branches, optionally encasing the 
entire tree in netting 7, mounting the sleeve 14 onto the base 
of the tree, and mounting the base of the stand 12 onto the 
tapered sleeve 14 by sliding the tapered sleeve 14 into the 
Well 40. The type of netting employed for the present 
invention is Well knoWn to those skilled in the art and is 
generally plastic or cotton, but other less knoWn materials 
Will also suf?ce. 

[0030] In operation (With respect to FIGS. 6 and 7), a 
method of harvesting and packaging Christmas trees is 
illustrated by the present invention and comprises harvesting 
the Christmas tree from the ?eld, trimming the base of the 
tree such that there are no loWer branches, optionally encas 
ing the entire tree in netting 7, mounting the bulb-like sleeve 
80 onto the base of the tree, and mounting the base of the 
stand onto the bulb-like sleeve 80 by sliding the sleeve into 
and on the Well 82. Once the tree has been rotated to make 
it as vertical as possible When the stand in placed horiZon 
tally ?at, the sleeve can then be secured to the Well 82 by one 
or more Wing screWs 84. The type of netting employed for 
the present invention is Well knoWn to those skilled in the art 
and is generally plastic or cotton, but other less knoWn 
materials Will also su?ice. 

[0031] Thus it is apparent that there has been provided, in 
accordance With the invention, a method and corresponding 
equipment that fully satis?es the objects, aims and advan 
tages set forth above. While the invention has been 
described in conjunction With speci?c embodiments thereof, 
it is evident that many alternatives, modi?cations, and 
variations Will be apparent to those skilled in the art in light 
of the foregoing description. Accordingly, it is intended to 
embrace all such alternatives, modi?cations and variations 
as fall Within the spirit and broad scope of the appended 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1) A method of harvesting and packaging a tree, com 

prising: 
a. harvesting a tree from the ?eld; 

b. trimming the tree; 

c. optionally packaging said tree in netting; and 

d. mounting a stand on said trimmed tree. 
2) The method of claim 1, Wherein said mounting step 

comprises: sliding a tapered sleeve on the base of said tree, 
and jamming said tapered sleeve With said tree into a 
corresponding Well of said stand. 
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3) The method of claim 1, Wherein said mounting step 
comprise: sliding a bulb-like sleeve on the base of said tree, 
?tting said sleeve into a corresponding Well of said stand. 

4) The method of claim 2, Wherein said tapered sleeve 
slides onto the base of the tree using the large end of the 
sleeve. 

5) The method of claim 2, Wherein said step of jamming 
said sleeve into said Well, comprises jamming the narroW 
end of the sleeve into the Well. 

6) The method of claim 4, Wherein said sleeve contains 
one or more projections on its interior Wall. 

7) The method of claim 2, Wherein said optional packag 
ing step includes packaging said stand and said tree in said 
netting. 

8) The method of claim 1, Wherein said step of harvesting 
said tree includes cutting said tree and said step of trimming 
said tree includes cutting one or more loWer branches from 
the base of said tree. 

9) The method of claim 8, Wherein said trimming step also 
includes using a tendon former on the base of said tree to 
make the base round and of a siZe that ?ts Within said sleeve. 

10) The method of claim 2, Wherein said sleeve can have 
a range of external diameters corresponding to the internal 
diameter of said Well. 

11) The method of claim 10, Wherein said sleeve can have 
a range of internal diameters corresponding to the diameter 
of the base of the trees. 

12) The method of claim 3, Wherein said sleeve is secured 
to said Well by one or more Wing screWs. 

13) A tree stand comprising: a base portion and a holloW 
sleeve, said base having a pan shape With a centered Well 
projecting outWardly from said base, said Well having at 
least one opening to alloW Water or other nutrients to have 
access to the interior of said Well, and said sleeve having an 
exterior diameter designed to snuggly mount Within said 
Well. 

14) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said Well com 
prises an upWardly projecting Wall portion that is substan 
tially circular. 

15) The tree stand of claim 14, Wherein said opening is a 
slot along the length of said Well. 

16) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said interior 
diameter of said sleeve may be in a range from about 1 to 
about 4 inches. 

17) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said sleeve has 
one or more projections on its interior Wall. 

18) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said sleeve is 
tapered from a large upper end to a small end. 

19) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said sleeve is 
bulb-like and has a large upper end and a small loWer end. 

20) The tree stand of claim 18, Wherein said small end 
projects Within said Well. 

21) The tree stand of claim 19, Wherein said small end 
projects Within said Well. 

22) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said sleeve When 
mounted Within said Well projects outWardly beyond said 
Well. 

23) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said Well does not 
project beyond said outer edge of said base. 

24) The tree stand of claim 13, Wherein said base can 
range in siZe from about 6 inches to about 24 inches. 

* * * * * 


