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THE USE OF RADIO FRENQUENCY 
IDENTIFICATION FOR NAVIGATION AND 

LOCATION TRACKING 

[0001] This patent application describes the use of Radio 
Frequency Identi?cation (RFID) and associated technolo 
gies for navigation and location tracking. This is a novel use 
for RFID and compliments its convention uses for product 
identi?cation. 

[0002] RFID is the neW cutting edge technology for prod 
uct identi?cation and it is anticipated that it Will replace the 
barcode system. Each item With an RFID tag can be scanned 
from a feW feet aWay producing identi?cation numbers that 
correspond With the particular product scanned. The num 
bers corresponding With the RFID tags are more extensive 
than that of barcodes so the description of the product can be 
more detailed. RFID location tags are not just limited to 
products on a store shelf. Location Tracking and Directional 
Information can use this long list of numbers stored in the 
small tags. 

[0003] The RFID tags are the ?rst of their kind because 
they send information With out the need for an electric poWer 
supply to activate them. This means they can be compact and 
last forever. All the Work in the RFID system is done by the 
reader. The reader sends a radio signal, very similar to that 
of a cell phone, that in turn poWers the circuit in the RFID 
tag. Then the tag itself returns the signal back to reader 
reveling its number. Tags can be reprogrammed by the 
readers so that the user can specify their oWn numbers for 
ease of use. Because the signal needs to bounce back from 
the tag, reader needs to be Within a couple feet of the tag. 
This may seem like a draWback but it can be used to a 
person’s advantage. 
[0004] Since the radiation range of the tag is only a couple 
of feet (usually about 3 feet for High Frequency tags), tags 
6 feet apart Will not interfere With one another. Navigation 
can noW use the RFID tags for detailed descriptions of the 
surroundings. If in a grocery store hundreds of tags Were 
placed 6 feet apart from one another, then each tag Would 
describe an area of about 27 square feet (3 feet is the radius 
of the circular reach of the tag so 32 feet times pi). A person 
could then use an RFID reader (PDA) to access the numbers 
corresponding to each area by just Walking over the tag. The 
numbers can then have a database set by the store that has 
a verbal description of the products in the tags speci?ed area. 
The PDA Would then translate the information stored in the 
data base to either the screen of the PDA or into a voice 
synthesis program. 

[0005] The immediate audience that Would have an inter 
est in this project are the blind. Using vocal directions stored 
in the database, a blind person can navigate through a store 
to ?nd the product for Which they are searching. Another 
possible user for the program is an everyday shopper. Since 
the information about the different products are stored in a 
database, a shopper can search the database for a speci?c 
product. When the shopper Walks in the door of the store and 
accesses the database, he or she can run a search for soup. 
The program Would then return something a long the lines 
of, “Aisle 6. Left Side. 12 feet doWn the aisle.” A product 
like this could save time for the average shopper bringing 
them directly to their desired product. 
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[0006] The next advantage is the compatibility of the 
product to the store. Since the information is stored in sticker 
like tags, they can be placed in convenient places in the 
store. The store manager then has a program that maps his 
store and the speci?c 27 square foot areas Within the store. 
If products are moved or changed, all that is necessary the 
change the data base is for the manager to click on the area 
of change and change the description. Once the tags are 
doWn they Will never have to be moved. Most PDA’s are 
equipped With Wireless capabilities so the changes to the 
database can be automatically update as a customer Walks 
into the door of the store. Since the tags cover small areas 
and the database is unique for each store, the RFID Navi 
gation System is store speci?c. 

[0007] The last advantage of the program Within the PDA 
has the capability to read RFID tags in the future. RFID tags 
Will soon replace barcodes on all products. This directly 
effects blind consumers looking to use RFID Navigation 
System. As of noW, a blind consumer Will use the RFID 
system to locate the area in the store Which their product is 
located and then use a barcode reader to voice synthesis 
device (patent property of GermantoWn Academy, Fort 
Washington, Pa.) ?nd the speci?c product Within the area. 
When barcodes are obsolete and replaced by the RFID tags, 
a consumer can use the same RFID Navigation System 
devices to locate the exact location a the product Within the 
27 square foot area. 

[0008] The ?exibility of the program alloWs an extensive 
reach of consumers, from factory package Workers, to 
shoppers in a mall. Also it alloWs any type of store, big or 
small to easily install and constantly update the Navigation 
System. 

What is claimed is: 
1. This application claims the right to the use of RFID tags 

for proposes of navigation, speci?cally the use of a database 
With corresponding RFID numbers that gives a description 
of the area surrounding the unique number. This includes the 
use of RFID tags to designate areas of a building or store 
Which then can be compared to a database for a description 
and the area Within the building or store. 

2. This application directly claims the right to a computer 
program Which enables a user to scan RFID tags as used in 
navigation. A program Which can use a database to access a 
description of an area and either print it on the screen of a 
computeriZed device or read it aloud using a voice synthesis 
program on the computer. This program also can be used to 
search the database for desired items and their location. 
Lastly the program can use the information and location of 
other RFID tags to give detailed directions to a speci?ed area 
Within the building or store. 

3. This application also claims a second program Which 
the database and the RFID numbers are created. A program 
designed for store managers that maps out the building or 
store by the areas created by RFID tags. The program alloWs 
the manager to edit or Write the area’s description and list of 
products Within the area. The database Will update itself 
according the changes speci?ed by the store manager. 

* * * * * 


