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(57) ABSTRACT 

A napkin dispenser includes a housing 12 con?gured to 
receive a stack 35 of napkins disposed such that panels of the 
napkins are facing in a vertical direction and edges of the 
napkins are horizontally oriented along a front Wall. The 
housing has a vertical slot 28 in the front Wall thereof, the 
horizontal span 30 of the slot being su?icient to alloW access 
to the napkins A dispensing control frame 32 is mounted in 
the slot for upWard and doWnWard motion along the front 
Wall of the housing. The dispensing control frame has at 
least one and preferably a pair of support members 34, 36 
con?gured to engage the napkin stack and limit doWnWard 
motion of the control frame. The control frame also has a 
faceplate 38 disposed between the support members and 
extending across the vertical slot of the front Wall de?ning 
an access height relative to the top of the stack in order to 
promote dispensing of a limited number of napkins. 
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FIG. 6 



Patent Application Publication Jul. 27, 2006 Sheet 7 0f 7 US 2006/0163268 A1 



US 2006/0163268 A1 

NAPKIN DISPENSER WITH DISPENSING 
CONTROL FRAME 

CLAIM FOR PRIORITY 

[0001] This non-provisional application claims the bene?t 
of the ?ling date of US. Provisional Patent Application Ser. 
No. 60/ 645,907 and US. Provisional Patent Application Ser. 
No. 60/648,788, both entitled “Napkin Dispenser With Dis 
pensing Control Frame”, ?led Jan. 21, 2005 and Feb. 1, 
2005, respectively. The disclosures of US. Provisional 
Patent Application Ser. Nos. 60/645,907 and 60/ 648,788 are 
hereby incorporated into this application in their entirety by 
reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to napkin 
dispensers. There is provided a napkin dispenser With a 
portion control frame disposed on top of a napkin stack 
mounted for upWard and doWnWard movement depending 
on the stack height. The control frame de?nes a stack access 
height betWeen the top of the stack and the upper edge of a 
faceplate to promote dispensing of a limited number of 
napkins Which corresponds to the access height. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Napkin dispensers are Well knoWn in the art. One 
class of napkin dispensers frequently seen at eating estab 
lishments are spring-loaded napkin dispensers Which receive 
a horizontal stack of napkins. Generally, the napkins are 
placed in a horizontal stack adjacent a spring-loaded fol 
loWer Which urges the napkins to a dispensing aperture. In 
this regard such a dispensing is shoWn in US. Pat No. 
4,329,001 to FilipoWicz et al. 

[0004] Another class of spring-loaded dispensers includes 
“elevator” type dispensers for napkin stacks that are verti 
cally oriented and dispensed at the top of the stack. Repre 
sentative of this class of dispensers is United States Patent 
Application Publication No. US 2004/0206769 to Sanders et 
al. This patent application is directed to a dispenser having 
a plunger urged toWards the dispensing opening in order to 
supply napkins from a cartridge. Also representative of this 
class of dispensers is US. Pat No. 2,540,930 to Campbell et 
al. 

[0005] Another popular class of napkin dispensers for 
commercial establishments is gravity feed napkin dispens 
ers. In this regard, there is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
5,100,020 to Petterson et al. a dispenser apparatus for 
serially dispensing products such as paper napkins from a 
stack thereof. The dispenser apparatus includes a housing 
With a back Wall Which is curved and has a radius of 
curvature generally corresponding to the radius of curvature 
of the stack. 

[0006] Another gravity-feed napkin dispenser is seen in 
US. Pat No. 6,334,544 to Christensen et al. In the ’544 
patent a napkin dispenser includes a housing having upright 
Walls and a ?oor together forming a vertical compartment 
for the reception of a vertical stack of horizontal paper 
napkins. A dispensing slot in the ?oor near the front Wall 
communicates With a loWer portion of the compartment for 
facilitating removal of napkins from the dispenser. 

[0007] Still yet other gravity feed cartridge type napkin 
dispensers are seen in the following: US. Pat No. 6,644,499 
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to Tramontina; US. Pat. No. 6,769,565 to Tramontina et al.; 
US. Pat No. 6,830,151 to Spencer et al.; United States 
Patent Application Publication No. US 2002/0175179 to 
Tramontina; United States Patent Application Publication 
No. US 2002/0179630 to Spencer et al; and United States 
Patent Application Publication No. US 2004/0206768 to 
Tramontina et al. 

[0008] As Will be appreciated from the foregoing patents, 
napkin dispensers for commercial establishments are 
designed to restrict access in order to avoid Waste; an 
attribute Which makes dispensers someWhat complex, diffi 
cult to extract napkins from rapidly in predetermined or 
limited portions, and time consuming to replenish. Existing 
dispensers thus are seldom used in behind the counter 
applications such as drive through WindoWs, Where peak 
demands at mealtimes require rapid distribution. That is to 
say, the paramount consideration of existing dispensers is to 
restrict access to the napkins in order to avoid Waste. On the 
other hand, behind the counter napkin distribution require 
ments include speed Which leads to poor portion control and 
Waste. The present invention is directed to a napkin dis 
penser and a control frame Which provides speed, ease of use 
and portion control. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0009] There is provided in a ?rst aspect of the invention 
a napkin dispenser having a housing con?gured to receive a 
stack of napkins. The napkin stack is disposed in dispenser 
such that panels of the napkins are facing in a vertical 
direction and edges of the napkins are horizontally oriented 
along a front Wall of the housing. The housing also de?nes 
a vertical slot in the front Wall, the horizontal span of the slot 
being suf?cient to alloW access to the napkins in the stack. 
A slot span of at least about 50% of the length of the edges 
of the napkins along the front Wall and less than about 95% 
of the length of the edges of the napkins along the front Wall 
is suitable. There is disposed on top of the napkin stack a 
dispensing control frame mounted for upWard and doWn 
Ward motion along the front Wall of the housing. The 
dispensing control frame includes at least one and preferably 
a pair of support members, one on each side of the frame 
(and thus one on each side of the vertical slot) that engage 
the napkin stack in order to position the frame. That is, the 
support members are con?gured to engage the napkin stack 
at a height, H, and limit doWnWard motion of the control 
frame in response to contact With the napkin stack. The 
dispensing control frame further includes a dispensing face 
plate With an upper edge disposed betWeen the support 
members and extending betWeen the support members and 
across the vertical slot of the front Wall of the housing of the 
dispenser. The upper edge of the dispensing faceplate 
de?nes a relative dispensing height, H', Which is loWer than 
the height, H, a predetermined distance Which We refer to in 
the speci?cation and claims as the access height of the 
control frame, AH. The control frame provides access to 
napkins at their edges adjacent the upper edge of the 
dispensing faceplate over the access height. A front portion 
of the dispensing faceplate restricts access to the napkin 
stack beloW the upper edge of the faceplate (i.e. the faceplate 
covers the vertical slot of the housing in the vicinity imme 
diately beloW the top of the stack). The inventive dispenser 
and control frame thus promote dispensing a limited number 
of napkins corresponding to the access height of the control 
frame disposed on the stack. Generally, the access height of 



US 2006/0163268 Al 

the dispensing control frame corresponds to the thickness of 
from about 2 to about 5 napkins; preferably about 3 napkins. 

[0010] In one preferred embodiment the support members 
are hinged to the faceplate such that they are pivotable 
betWeen an extended position for engaging the napkin stack 
and a retracted position for upWard movement With respect 
to a stack of napkins in the dispenser. In an especially 
preferred embodiment the support frame includes means, 
such as springs, for biasing the support members to their 
extended position Wherein they engage the napkin stack and 
support the frame thereon. The dispensing control frame 
may be con?gured such that the support members are ?ush 
With a rearWard surface of the faceplate in their retracted 
position. So also, the upper edge of the control frame 
preferably de?nes an inverted arch. 

[0011] One preferred method of attaching the control 
frame to the housing is to provide mounting slots on either 
side of the faceplate for slidable engagement With the 
dispenser housing. 
[0012] The horiZontal span of the vertical slot in the front 
Wall is typically from about 60 to about 80% of the length 
of the edges of napkins along the front Wall; but any suitable 
Width can be used so long as the user has access to the 
napkins. The napkins may be any suitable type of napkin, 
especially preferred are single-fold napkins as discussed 
hereinafter. 

[0013] In one embodiment, a dispenser is siZed for behind 
counter use by food processing technicians for dispensing a 
limited number of napkins With an order. A preferred height 
of the stack and siZe of the dispenser is thus a siZe suitable 
to accommodate 500 or more napkins in a single loading. 
Inasmuch as the inventive dispenser does not require gravity 
feed and does not require the use of springs and so forth to 
move the napkin stack, re?lling and operation is especially 
simpli?ed as Will be appreciated from the folloWing draW 
ings and detailed description. 

[0014] In another embodiment, there is provided a unitary 
structure de?ning a control frame supporting member and 
the faceplate. Preferably, the unitary structure is an injec 
tion-molded unitary structure incorporating a thermoplastic 
resin. The resin may be selected from polyester resins, 
polyacetal resins, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene resins, 
polyamide resins, polyole?n resins such as polyethylene 
resins or polypropylene resins, polycarbonate resins and 
thermoplastic elastomer resins. 

[0015] Further aspects of the invention include the dis 
pensing control frame per se and a method of dispensing 
napkins using the frame. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0016] The invention is described in detail beloW With 
reference to the draWings Wherein like numbers designate 
similar parts and Wherein: 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a dispenser con 
?gured in accordance With the present invention having a 
stack of napkins disposed therein With a dispensing control 
frame resting on the napkin stack; 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a vieW in perspective of a dispensing 
control frame con?gured in accordance With the present 
invention; 
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[0019] FIG. 3 is an exploded vieW of the dispensing 
control frame of FIG. 2; 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a detail shoWing a support member of the 
dispensing control frame in a retracted position; 

[0021] FIGS. 5A through 5F are schematic diagrams 
illustrating replenishing of the inventive napkin dispenser 
and repositioning of the dispensing control frame; 

[0022] FIG. 6 is a side vieW schematically representing a 
single-fold napkin; 
[0023] FIG. 7 is a vieW in perspective of another embodi 
ment of a control frame of the invention; and 

[0024] FIG. 8 is a side vieW and schematic diagram 
illustrating operation of the control frame of FIG. 7. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0025] The invention is described in detail With reference 
to a particular embodiment of the invention. Modi?cations 
Within the spirit and scope of the present invention, set forth 
in the appended claims, Will be readily apparent to one of 
skill in the art. 

[0026] Referring to FIGS. 1-4 there is shoWn a napkin 
dispenser 10 con?gured in accordance With the present 
invention. Napkin dispenser 10 includes a housing 12 With 
sideWalls 14, 16 and a back Wall 18. Housing 12 also has a 
front Wall 20 as Well as bottom 22. The front Wall is divided 
into a pair of segments 24 and 26 de?ning a slot 28 
therebetWeen. The slot has a horiZontal span 30 Which is 
someWhat less than the length of the edges of napkins 
disposed along the front Wall as shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0027] Dispenser 10 is also provided With a dispensing 
control frame 32 in order to promote dispensing of a limited 
number of napkins in accordance With the invention. Control 
frame 32 may be secured to housing 12 by Way of a chain 
33 or any other suitable securing means if so desired. In 
other embodiments, control frame 32 may be captive Within 
slot 28 as desired. 

[0028] Dispensing frame 32 includes a ?rst support mem 
ber 34 and a second support member 36 for disposing on a 
napkin stack such as stack 35 shoWn in FIG. 1. A faceplate 
38 extends betWeen the support members 34 and 36 and is 
mounted on a pair of mounting members 40 and 42. Mount 
ing member 40 includes a lateral portion 44 as Well as 
another lateral portion 46. LikeWise mounting member 42 
includes a ?rst lateral portion 48 and a second lateral portion 
50. 

[0029] The lateral portions of mounting members 40 and 
42 de?ne a pair of recesses 52 and 54 for mounting respec 
tively support members 34 and 36. In this regard, the support 
members are provided With holes 56, 58 and so forth Which 
hold pins 60 and 62 upon Which support members 34 and 36 
are pivotably mounted. 

[0030] There is optionally provided a pair of torsion 
springs 64, 66 mounted about pins 60 and 62 in order to bias 
the support members in a horiZontal or a stack engaging 
position as shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2. It Will be appreciated 
from the various diagrams that support members 34 and 36 
may be pivoted into their respective recesses 52, 54 to alloW 
movement of the dispensing frame With respect to a stack of 
napkins. This feature is particularly useful for re?lling the 
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dispenser and repositioning the dispensing frame Without 
having to remove the frame from the dispenser as Will be 
discussed in more detail hereinafter. Other convenient meth 
ods of con?guring the control frame Will occur to the skilled 
artisan. The 5 support members may be formed of yieldable 
polymeric material integrally formed With the faceplate or 
mounting members. In such cases, the support members Will 
have su?icient ?exibility to alloW the control frame to be 
repositioned as is discussed hereinafter in connection With 
FIGS. 5A-5F, 7 and 8. 10 

[0031] It Will be further appreciated from FIGS. 1-3 that 
the faceplate 38 and mounting members 40 and 42 de?ne a 
pair of mounting slots 68, 70 Which are provided for 
mounting the dispensing control frame on housing 12. That 
is to say, slot 68 slides over Wall segment 24 While slot 70 
slides over Wall segment 26 so 15 that frame 32 is mounted 
for upWard and doWnWard motion With respect to housing 
12. 

[0032] Faceplate 38 is provided With an inverted arch 71 
Which facilitates selection of the proper amount of napkins 
from stack 35. 20 

[0033] In this regard, it Will be appreciated from FIG. 1 
that members 34 and 36 engage stack 35 at a height, H, 
thereby supporting frame 32. That is to say, stack 35 
supports the frame in a dispensing position. The upper 
surface 72 of faceplate 38 is loWer than the engagement 
height, H, of the frame on the stack. 25 The loWermost part 
of upper surface 72 of faceplate 38 is designated H' in FIG. 
1. It Will be appreciated from the geometry of the dispensing 
control frame that the difference betWeen the engagement 
height, H, of the control frame on the napkin stack and the 
dispensing height, H', of the loWer most surface of the upper 
edge of faceplate 38 de?nes an access height, AH, indicated 
at 74. This height 30 promotes dispensing of a limited 
number of napkins. In this regard, the access height 74 may 
be selected to correspond to anyWhere from about 2 to about 
5 napkins; preferably the access height corresponds to the 
thickness of about three napkins. 

[0034] Napkins are removed from stack 35 by a user 
simply by grasping napkins from the top of the stack at the 
upper edge of faceplate 38; thus the control frame promotes 
dispensing of a limited number of napkins. Access to the 
stack beloW upper edge 72 is restricted by the front of the 
faceplate. 

[0035] The inventive dispenser is particularly useful for 
behind the counter operations at a carry-out food counter 
Where food technicians must quickly select and distribute 
napkins With an order. In this regard, a minimum of main 
tenance is desirable. An enclosed dispenser is not necessary 
and having a dispenser Which is complicated to load and 
unload is simply not cost effective in vieW of the high 
demands on food technicians especially at peak meal times. 
The inventive dispenser keeps the napkins organiZed and 
prevents the napkins from bloWing aWay, for example, at a 
drive up WindoW. The inventive dispenser is also easy to 
load and unload as Will be further appreciated by consider 
ing FIGS. 4 and 5. 

[0036] FIG. 4 is a vieW in perspective of a portion of 
support frame 32 shoWing support member 34 in a retracted 
position Wherein the support member is ?ush With mounting 
member 40 and contained Within recess 52. This occurs, for 
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example, in use When a napkin dispenser in accordance With 
the invention is reloaded as shoWn in FIGS. 5A through SF. 

[0037] In FIG. 5A there is shoWn schematically the bot 
tom of a napkin stack Wherein frame 32 is on top of a 
partially depleted napkin stack and support member 36 is in 
its extended position for engaging the stack. In FIG. 5B 
there is shoWn schematically the addition of a large number 
of napkins on top of the inventive control frame. In FIG. 5C 
the control frame is being lifted upWardly Where it can be 
seen that stack 35 is bearing member 36 forcing it doWn 
Wardly as the frame is raised. In FIG. 5D, support member 
36 is fully retracted into mounting member 48 in its retracted 
position as the control frame is lifted upWardly through a 
napkin stack 35. In FIG. 5E the control frame is lifted above 
stack 35 to alloW member 36 to a return to a fully extended 
engagement position as shoWn in FIG. 5F Where the control 
frame is loWered on to stack 35 and again supported by the 
support members 34 and 36. Thus, the inventive dispenser 
can be reloaded Without removing the control frame Which 
may be left at the bottom of the dispenser When a fresh stack 
of napkins is placed on top of the dispenser; further, it is thus 
possible to provide the control frame captive Within slot 28 
if so desired. 

[0038] As noted above, the inventive dispenser is particu 
larly useful for behind the counter applications Where the 
demands for napkins are high especially at peak times. In 
accordance With the present invention a stack of napkins can 
be quickly emptied from a bag, for example, on top of a 
depleted stack and the napkin dispenser is ready for use as 
soon as the frame is raised to the top of the stack. 

[0039] The napkin dispenser in accordance With the inven 
tion is suitably dimensioned to accommodate a stack of 
napkins of 500 napkins or more. The napkins may be 
single-fold napkins as is shoWn schematically in FIG. 6. In 
FIG. 6 there is shoWn a single-fold napkin 76 having an 
upper panel 78 as Well as a loWer panel 80 and a fold 82 
betWeen panels 78 and 80. Napkin 76 thus has four edges at 
82, 84, 86 and 88. This type of napkin is knoWn in the art as 
a single-fold napkin. In a preferred application of the inven 
tion a stack 35 of napkins such as napkin 76 is disposed in 
housing 12 as shoWn in FIG. 1 With panels such as panel 78 
facing upWardly and lateral edge such as the edge at 82 of 
napkin 76 extending across the front Wall of housing 12 as 
shoWn in the diagram. The slot 28 has a horizontal span 30 
Which is someWhat shorter than the length of adjacent edges 
of napkins in stack 35 in order to retain the napkins in the 
stack. Span 30 is suitably 50-95% of the length of adjacent 
edges of napkins in stack 35. All of the napkins in the stack 
have substantially the same dimensions alloWing for some 
variance in manufacturing and stacking. While single fold 
napkins are commonly used for quick service restaurant 
applications, any convenient napkin con?guration may be 
used including those described in US. Pat No. 6,306,480 B1 
and co-pending US. application Ser. No. 11/004, 323 ?led 
Dec. 3, 2004 both of Which are hereby incorporated by 
reference. 

[0040] There is shoWn in FIG. 7 another control frame 
132 Which includes a ?rst support member 134, a second 
support member 136, a faceplate 138 With an inverted arch 
171 and mounting members 140, 142 provided With lateral 
portions 144, 146, 148 and 150. Frame 132 operates in 
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substantially the same Way as frame 32 described above; 
however, frame 132 is a unitary injection-molded structure 
of thermoplastic material. 

[0041] Support members 134, 136 are yieldable so that the 
frame is movable through a stack of napkins as discussed 
above in connection With FIGS. 5A-5F. To this end, there 
are optionally provided notches 155, 157 in members 134, 
136, respectively, to facilitate displacement of the support 
members in direction 159 shoWn in FIG. 8. FIG. 8 is a side 
vieW in elevation of the frame, schematically illustrating 
retraction of the support members aWay from a control 
frame supporting position as occurs, for example, When the 
dispenser is replenished and the frame is moved upWardly 
through a stack of napkins. 

[0042] While frame 132 is an injection-molded unitary 
structure, it may be molded With a plurality of injection 
moldable compositions in a multi-shot molding process if so 
desired. Relatively ?exible materials, such as thermoplastic 
elastomers may be used to alloW for ?exing of the support 
members from one position to another, that is, betWeen the 
extended position and the retracted position of member 134 
shoWn progressively in FIG. 8. Thermoplastic elastomers 
are readily available as is seen in the Kirk-Othmer, Ency 
clopedia of Chemical Technology, Fourth Ed., Vol. 9 
(Wiley). Suitable elastomers may include: 

[0043] polyurethane/elastomer block copolymers; 

[0044] polyester/elastomer block copolymers; 

[0045] polyamide/elastomer block copolymers; 

[0046] polyetherimide/polysiloxane block copolymers; 

[0047] polypropylene/EPDM or EPR blends; 

[0048] polypropylene/EPDM dynamic vulcaniZates; 
[0049] polypropylene/butyl rubber dynamic vulcani 

Zates; 

[0050] polypropylene/natural rubber dynamic vulcani 
Zates; 

[0051] polypropylene/nitrile rubber dynamic vulcani 
Zates; 

[0052] PVC/nitrile rubber blends; and 

[0053] halogenated polyole?n/ethylene interpolymer 
blends 

These materials are available With a variety of properties 
to suit a given application. In connection With many 
constructions of the inventive control frame, polyole 
?ns, nylons and the like Will be su?iciently ?exible in 
any event. LikeWise, engineering resins such as poly 
acetals and polyesters posess su?icient toughness and 
durability to operate as a living hinge portion in a 
suitable design of an integrally formed, unitary struc 
ture forming all or part of the dispensing control frame. 

[0054] While the invention has been described in connec 
tion With a preferred dispenser, modi?cations Within the 
spirit and scope of the invention Will be readily apparent to 
those With skill in the art. In vieW of the foregoing discus 
sion, relevant knoWledge in the art, references and applica 
tions discussed above, the disclosures of Which are all 
incorporated herein by reference, further description is 
deemed unnecessary. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A napkin dispenser comprising: 

a housing con?gured to receive a stack of napkins dis 
posed such that panels of the napkins are facing in a 
vertical direction and edges of the napkins are horizon 
tally oriented along a front Wall; 

the housing de?ning a vertical slot in the front Wall 
thereof, the horiZontal span of the slot being su?i 
cient to alloW manual access to the napkins in the 
housing; and 

a napkin stack supported dispensing control frame 
mounted for upWard and doWnWard motion along the 
front Wall of the housing; 

the dispensing control frame including a control frame 
supporting member con?gured to engage the napkin 
stack at a ?rst relative height, H, and limit doWnWard 
motion of the control frame in response to contact 
With the napkin stack; 

the dispensing control frame further including a dis 
pensing faceplate With an upper edge de?ning a 
second relative height, H', Which is loWer than the 
?rst relative height, H, a predetermined distance, 
referred to as the access height, AH, to promote 
access to napkins at their edges adjacent the upper 
edge of the dispensing faceplate over the access 
height, AH, of the dispensing control frame, a front 
portion of the dispensing faceplate being con?gured 
to restrict access to the napkin stack through the 
vertical slot of the housing beloW the upper edge of 
the faceplate, 

Whereby dispensing of a limited number of napkins is 
promoted at the top of the napkin stack. 

2. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein the 
access height, AH, of the dispensing control frame corre 
sponds to the thickness of from about 2 to about 5 napkins. 

3. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein the 
access height, AH, of the dispensing control frame corre 
sponds to the thickness of about 3 napkins. 

4. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein the 
control frame supporting member is hinged to the faceplate 
such that it is pivotable betWeen an extended position for 
engaging the napkin stack and a retracted position for 
upWard movement With respect to a stack of napkins in the 
dispenser. 

5. The napkin dispenser according to claim 4, further 
comprising means for biasing the control frame supporting 
member to its extended position. 

6. The napkin dispenser according to claim 4, Wherein the 
control frame supporting member is ?ush With a rearWard 
surface of the control frame in its retracted position. 

7. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein the 
upper edge of the faceplate de?nes an inverted arch. 

8. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein the 
control frame is slidably engaged to the housing. 

9. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, further 
comprising means for de?ning mounting slots on either side 
of the faceplate for slidable engagement With the dispenser 
housing. 

10. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein 
the horizontal span of the vertical slot in the front Wall is 
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from about 50 to about 95 percent of the length of the edges 
of napkins along the front Wall. 

11. The napkin dispenser according to claim 1, Wherein 
the horiZontal span of the vertical slot in the front Wall is 
from about 60 to about 80 percent of the length of the edges 
of napkins along the front Wall. 

12. A dispensing control frame for disposing on top of a 
stack of napkins arranged such that the panels of the napkins 
are facing in a vertical direction, the dispensing control 
frame comprising: 

(a) a control frame supporting member con?gured to 
engage the top of the napkin stack at a ?rst relative 
height, H, and limit doWnWard motion of the control 
frame in response to contact With the napkin stack; and 

(b) the dispensing control frame further including a dis 
pensing faceplate With an upper edge de?ning a second 
relative height, H', Which is loWer than the ?rst relative 
height, H a predetermined distance, referred to as the 
access height, AH, to promote access to napkins at their 
edges adjacent the upper edge of the dispensing face 
plate over the access height, AH, of the dispensing 
control frame, a front portion of the dispensing face 
plate being con?gured to restrict access to the napkin 
stack beloW the upper edge of the faceplate, 

Whereby dispensing of a limited number of napkins is 
promoted at the top of the napkin stack. 

13. The control frame according to claim 12, Wherein the 
access height, AH, of the dispensing control frame corre 
sponds to the thickness of from about 2 to about 5 napkins. 

14. The control frame according to claim 12, Wherein the 
access height, AH, of the dispensing control frame corre 
sponds to the thickness of about 3 napkins. 

15. The control frame according to claim 12, Wherein the 
control frame supporting member is hinged to the faceplate 
such that it is pivotable betWeen an extended position for 
engaging the napkin stack and a retracted position for 
upWard movement With respect to a stack of napkins in the 
dispenser. 

16. The control frame according to claim 15, further 
comprising means for biasing the control frame supporting 
member to its extended position. 

17. The control frame according to claim 12, Wherein the 
control frame supporting member is ?ush With a rearWard 
surface of the control frame in its retracted position. 

18. The control frame according to claim 12, Wherein the 
upper edge of the faceplate de?nes an inverted arch. 

19. The control frame according to claim 12, adapted for 
slidable engagement With a napkin dispenser housing 

20. The control frame according to claim 12, further 
comprising means for de?ning mounting slots on either side 
of the faceplate for slidable engagement With a dispenser 
housing. 

21. The control frame according to claim 12, Wherein the 
control frame comprises a pair of control frame supporting 
members con?gured to engage the napkin stack at the ?rst 
relative height, H, and the faceplate extends betWeen the 
control frame supporting members. 

22. The control frame according to claim 21, Wherein the 
control frame supporting members are hinged to the face 
plate such that they-are pivotable betWeen an extended 
position for engaging the napkin stack and a retracted 
position for upWard movement With respect to a stack of 
napkins. 
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23. The control frame according to claim 22, further 
comprising means for biasing the control frame supporting 
members to their extended position. 

24. The control frame according to claim 22, Wherein the 
control frame supporting members are ?ush With a rearWard 
surface of the control frame in their retracted position. 

25. The control frame according to claim 12, including a 
unitary structure de?ning the control frame supporting mem 
ber and a mounting member integrally formed thereWith. 

26. The control frame according to claim 25, Wherein the 
unitary structure is an injection-molded unitary structure. 

27. The control frame according to claim 26, Wherein the 
injection-molded unitary structure comprises a thermoplas 
tic resin. 

28. The control frame according to claim 27, Wherein the 
thermoplastic resin is selected from polyester resins, poly 
acetal resins, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene resins, polya 
mide resins, polyethylene resins, polypropylene resins, poly 
carbonate resins, and thermoplastic elastomer resins. 

29. A method of dispensing napkins comprising: 

(a) placing a plurality of napkins in a stack such that the 
panels of napkins are facing in a vertical direction; 

(b) disposing a dispensing control frame on top of the 
stack mounted for upWard and doWnWard movement 
With respect to the stack, the dispensing control frame 
including a control frame supporting member con?g 
ured to engage the top of the napkin stack at a ?rst 
relative height, H, and limit doWnWard motion of the 
control frame in response to contact With the napkin 
stack, Wherein the dispensing control frame further 
includes a dispensing faceplate With an upper edge 
de?ning a second relative height, H', Which is loWer 
than the ?rst relative height, H, a predetermined dis 
tance, referred to as the access height, AH, to promote 
access to napkins at their edges adjacent the upper edge 
of the dispensing faceplate over the access height, AH, 
of the dispensing control frame, a front portion of the 
dispensing faceplate being con?gured to restrict access 
to the napkin stack beloW the upper edge of the 
faceplate to promote dispensing of a limited number of 
napkins; and 

(c) WithdraWing napkins from the top of the stack. 
30. The dispensing method according to claim 29, 

Wherein the stack comprises at least about 500 napkins. 
31. The dispensing method according to claim 29, 

Wherein the stack of napkins is a stack of single-fold 
napkins. 

32. A unitary thermoplastic control frame for dispensing 
of napkins from a stack, comprising: a horizontally extend 
ing faceplate de?ning a substantially vertical plane, said face 
plate having at least one pivotable support arm ?xed thereto, 
said pivotable support arm being pivotable betWeen an 
orientation extending horizontally normal to the plane 
de?ned by said faceplate and a generally vertical doWnWard 
orientation generally parallel thereto; and means de?ning at 
least one vertically extending slot behind said face plate, 
adapted to engage a vertical plate having a generally vertical 
edge and alloW vertical movement of said faceplate When in 
engagement With said vertical edge, and means restraining 
said pivotable support arm from pivoting upWardly. 

* * * * * 


