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(57) ABSTRACT 

In some embodiments, a Hat Trick deque requires only a 
single DCAS for most pushes and pops. The left and right 
ends do not interfere With each other until there is one or 
feWer items in the queue, and then a DCAS adjudicates 
between competing pops. By choosing a granularity greater 
than a single node, the user can amortize the costs of adding 
additional storage over multiple push (and pop) operations 
that employ the added storage. A suitable removal strategy 
can provide similar amortization advantages. The technique 
of leaving spare nodes linked in the structure alloWs an 
inde?nite number of pushes and pops at a given deque end 
to proceed Without the need to invoke memory allocation or 
reclamation so long as the di?‘erence between the number of 
pushes and the number of pops remains Within given 
bounds. Both garbage collection dependent and explicit 
reclamation implementations are described. 
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CONCURRENCY TECHNIQUE FOR SHARED 
OBJECTS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 

APPLICATION(S) 
[0001] The present application is a continuation of US. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/837,669, ?led Apr. 18, 2001, 
Which is itself a continuation-in-part of US. application Ser. 
No. 09/551,113, ?led Apr. 18, 2000. application Ser. No. 
09/837,669 is incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. 
[0002] In addition, this application is related to US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/837,671, ?led Apr. 18, 2001, now 
US. Pat. No. 6,993,770. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0004] The present invention relates generally to coordi 
nation amongst execution sequences in a multiprocessor 
computer, and more particularly, to structures and tech 
niques for facilitating non-blocking access to concurrent 
shared objects. 

[0005] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0006] An important abstract data structure in computer 
science is the “double-ended queue” (abbreviated “deque” 
and pronounced “deck”), Which is a linear sequence of 
items, usually initially empty, that supports the four opera 
tions of inserting an item at the left-hand end (“left push”), 
removing an item from the left-hand end (“left pop”), 
inserting an item at the right-hand end (“right push”), and 
removing an item from the right-hand end (“right pop”). 

[0007] Sometimes an implementation of such a data struc 
ture is shared among multiple concurrent processes, thereby 
alloWing communication among the processes. It is desir 
able that the data structure implementation behave in a 
lineariZable fashion; that is, as if the operations that are 
requested by various processes are performed atomically in 
some sequential order. 

[0008] One Way to achieve this property is With a mutual 
exclusion lock (sometimes called a semaphore). For 
example, When any process issues a request to perform one 
of the four deque operations, the ?rst action is to acquire the 
lock, Which has the property that only one process may oWn 
it at a time. Once the lock is acquired, the operation is 
performed on the sequential list; only after the operation has 
been completed is the lock released. This clearly enforces 
the property of lineariZability. 

[0009] HoWever, it is generally desirable for operations on 
the left-hand end of the deque to interfere as little as possible 
With operations on the right-hand end of the deque. Using a 
mutual exclusion lock as described above, it is impossible 
for a request for an operation on the right-hand end of the 
deque to make any progress While the deque is locked for the 
purposes of performing an operation on the left-hand end. 
Ideally, operations on one end of the deque Would never 
impede operations on the other end of the deque unless the 
deque Were nearly empty (containing tWo items or feWer) or, 
in some implementations, nearly full. 

[0010] In some computational systems, processes may 
proceed at very different rates of execution; in particular, 
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some processes may be suspended inde?nitely. In such 
circumstances, it is highly desirable for the implementation 
of a deque to be “non-blocking” (also called “lock-free”); 
that is, if a set of processes are using a deque and an arbitrary 
subset of those processes are suspended inde?nitely, it is 
alWays still possible for at least one of the remaining 
processes to make progress in performing operations on the 
deque. 

[0011] Certain computer systems provide primitive 
instructions or operations that perform compound operations 
on memory in a lineariZable form (as if atomically). The 
VAX computer, for example, provided instructions to 
directly support the four deque operations. Most computers 
or processor architectures provide simpler operations, such 
as “test-and-set”; (IBM 360), “fetch-and-add” (NYU Ultra 
computer), or “compare-and-sWap” (SPARC). SPARC® 
architecture based processors are available from Sun Micro 
systems, Inc., Mountain VieW, Calif. SPARC trademarks are 
used under license and are trademarks or registered trade 
marks of SPARC International, Inc. in the United States and 
other countries. Products bearing SPARC trademarks are 
based upon an architecture developed by Sun Microsystems. 

[0012] The “compare-and-sWap” operation (CAS) typi 
cally accepts three values or quantities: a memory address A, 
a comparison value C, and a neW value N. The operation 
fetches and examines the contents V of memory at address 
A. If those contents V are equal to C, then N is stored into 
the memory location at address A, replacing V. Whether or 
not V matches C, V is returned or saved in a register for later 
inspection. All this is implemented in a lineariZable, if not 
atomic, fashion. Such an operation may be notated as 
“CAS(A, C, N)”. 

[0013] Non-blocking algorithms can deliver signi?cant 
performance bene?ts to parallel systems. HoWever, there is 
a groWing realiZation that existing synchronization opera 
tions on single memory locations, such as compare-and 
sWap (CAS), are not expressive enough to support design of 
ef?cient non-blocking algorithms. As a result, stronger syn 
chroniZation operations are often desired. One candidate 
among such operations is a double-Word (“extended”) com 
pare-and-sWap (implemented as a CASX instruction in some 
versions of the SPARC architecture), Which is simply a CAS 
that uses operands of tWo Words in length. It thus operates 
on tWo memory addresses, but they are constrained to be 
adjacent to one another. A more poWerful and convenient 
operation is “double compare-and-sWap” (DCAS), Which 
accepts six values: memory addresses A1 and A2, compari 
son values C1 and C2, and neW values N1 and N2. The 
operation fetches and examines the contents V1 of memory 
at address A1 and the contents V2 of memory at address A2. 
If V1 equals C1 and V2 equals C2, then N1 is stored into the 
memory location at address A1, replacing V1, and N2 is 
stored into the memory location at address A2, replacing V2. 
Whether or not V1 matches C1 and Whether or not V2 
matches C2, V1 and V2 are returned or saved in a registers 
for later inspection. All this is implemented in a lineariZable, 
if not atomic, fashion. Such an operation may be notated as 
“DCAS(A1,A2, C1, C2, N1, N2)”. 

[0014] Massalin and Pu disclose a collection of DCAS 
based concurrent algorithms. See e.g., H. Massalin and C. 
Pu, A Lock-Free Multiprocessor OS Kernel, Technical 
Report TR CUCS-005-9, Columbia University, NeW York, 
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N.Y., 1991, pages 1-19. In particular, Massalin and Pu 
disclose a lock-free operating system kernel based on the 
DCAS operation offered by the Motorola 68040 processor, 
implementing structures such as stacks, FIFO-queues, and 
linked lists. Unfortunately, the disclosed algorithms are 
centralized in nature. In particular, the DCAS is used to 
control a memory location common to all operations and 
therefore limits overall concurrency. 

[0015] GreenWald discloses a collection of DCAS-based 
concurrent data structures that improve on those of Massalin 
and Pu. See e.g., M. GreenWald. Non-Blocking Synchroni 
zation and System Design, PhD. thesis, Stanford University 
Technical Report STAN-CS-TR-99-1624, Palo Alto, Calif., 
8 1999, 241 pages. In particular, GreenWald discloses imple 
mentations of the DCAS operation in softWare and hardWare 
and discloses tWo DCAS-based concurrent double-ended 
queue (deque) algorithms implemented using an array. 
Unfortunately, GreenWald’s algorithms use DCAS in a 
restrictive Way. The ?rst, described in GreenWald, Non 
Blocking Synchronization and System Design, at pages 196 
197, uses a tWo-Word DCAS as if it Were a three-Word 

operation, storing tWo deque end pointers in the same 
memory Word, and performing the DCAS operation on the 
tWo-pointer Word and a second Word containing a value. 
Apart from the fact that GreenWald’s algorithm limits appli 
cability by cutting the index range to half a memory Word, 
it also prevents concurrent access to the tWo ends of the 
deque. GreenWald’s second algorithm, described in Green 
Wald, Non-Blocking Synchronization and System Design, at 
pages 217-220, assumes an array of unbounded size, and 
does not deal With classical array-based issues such as 
detection of When the deque is empty or full. 

[0016] Arora et al. disclose a CAS-based deque With 
applications in job-stealing algorithms. See e.g., N. S. Arora, 
Blumofe, and C. G. Plaxton, Thread Scheduling For Mul 
tiprogrammed Multiprocessors, in Proceedings of the 10th 
AnnualACM Symposium on ParallelAlgorithms and Archi 
tectures, 1998. Unfortunately, the disclosed non-blocking 
implementation restricts one end of the deque to access by 
only a single processor and restricts the other end to only 
pop operations. 

[0017] Accordingly, improved techniques are desired that 
provide linearizable and non-blocking (or lock-free) behav 
ior for implementations of concurrent shared objects such as 
a deque, and Which do not suffer from the above-described 
drawbacks of prior approaches. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0018] A set of structures and techniques are described 
herein Whereby an exemplary concurrent shared object, 
namely a double-ended queue (deque), is implemented. 
Although non-blocking, linearizable deque implementations 
exemplify several advantages of realizations in accordance 
With the present invention, the present invention is not 
limited thereto. Indeed, based on the description herein and 
the claims that folloW, persons of ordinary skill in the art Will 
appreciate a variety of concurrent shared object implemen 
tations. For example, although the described deque imple 
mentations exemplify support for concurrent push and pop 
operations at both ends thereof, other concurrent shared 
objects implementations in Which concurrency requirements 
are less severe, such as LIFO or stack structures and FIFO 
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or queue structures, may also be implemented using the 
techniques described herein. Accordingly, subsets of the 
functional sequences and techniques described herein for 
exemplary deque realizations may be employed to support 
any of these simpler structures. 

[0019] Furthermore, although various non-blocking, lin 
earizable deque implementations described herein employ a 
particular synchronization primitive, namely a double com 
pare and sWap (DCAS) operation, the present invention is 
not limited to DCAS-based realizations. Indeed, a variety of 
synchronization primitives may be employed that alloW 
linearizable, if not atomic, update of at least a pair of storage 
locations. In general, N-Way Compare and SWap (NCAS) 
operations (N22) may be employed. 

[0020] Choice of an appropriate synchronization primitive 
is typically affected by the set of alternatives available in a 
given computational system. While direct hardWare- or 
architectural-support for a particular primitive is preferred, 
softWare emulations that build upon an available set of 
primitives may also be suitable for a given implementation. 
Accordingly, any synchronization primitive that alloWs the 
access and spare node maintenance operations described 
herein to be implemented With substantially equivalent 
semantics to those described herein is suitable. 

[0021] Accordingly, a novel linked-list-based concurrent 
shared object implementation has been developed that pro 
vides non-blocking and linearizable access to the concurrent 
shared object. In an application of the underlying techniques 
to a deque, non-blocking completion of access operations is 
achieved Without restricting concurrency in accessing the 
deque’s tWo ends. While providing the a non-blocking and 
linearizable implementation, embodiments in accordance 
With the present invention combine some of the most 
attractive features of array-based and linked-list-based struc 
tures. For example, like an array-based implementation, 
addition of a neW element to the deque can often be 
supported Without allocation of additional storage. HoWever, 
When spare nodes are exhausted, embodiments in accor 
dance With the present invention alloW expansion of the 
linked-list to include additional nodes. The cost of splicing 
a neW node into the linked-list structure may be amortized 
over the set of subsequent push and pop operations that use 
that node to store deque elements. Some realizations also 
provide for removal of excess spare nodes. In addition, an 
explicit reclamation implementation is described, Which 
facilitates use of the underlying techniques in environments 
or applications Where automatic reclamation of storage is 
unavailable or impractical. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] The present invention may be better understood, 
and its numerous objects, features, and advantages made 
apparent to those skilled in the art by referencing the 
accompanying draWings. 
[0023] FIG. 1 depicts an illustrative state of a linked-list 
structure encoding a double-ended queue (deque) in accor 
dance With an exemplary embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 

[0024] FIG. 2 depicts an empty deque state of a linked-list 
structure encoding a double-ended queue (deque) in accor 
dance With an exemplary embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 
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[0025] FIGS. 3A and 3B depict illustrative states of a 
linked-list structure encoding a deque in accordance With an 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 3A 
depicts the state before a synchronization operation of a 
push_right operation; While FIG. 3B depicts the state after 
success of the synchronization operation. 

[0026] FIG. 4 depicts a state of a linked-list structure in 
Which spare nodes are unavailable to support a push_right 
operation on a deque. 

[0027] FIGS. 5A and 5B depict illustrative states of a 
linked-list structure encoding a deque in accordance With an 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 5A 
depicts the state before a synchronization operation of a 
pop_right operation; While FIG. 5B depicts the state after 
success of the synchronization operation. 

[0028] FIG. 6 depicts a nearly empty deque state of a 
linked-list structure encoding a double-ended queue (deque) 
in accordance With an exemplary embodiment of the present 
invention. Competing pop_left and pop_right operations 
contend for the single node of the nearly empty deque. 

[0029] FIG. 7 depicts identi?cation of the likely right tail 
of a linked-list structure encoding a double-ended queue 
(deque) in accordance With an exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0030] FIG. 8 depicts the state of a linked-list structure 
encoding a deque before a synchronization operation of an 
add_right_nodes operation in accordance With an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0031] FIG. 9 depicts the state of a linked-list structure of 
FIG. 8 after success of the synchronization operation of the 
add_right_nodes operation. 

[0032] FIGS. 10A, 10B, 10C, 10D, 10E and 10F illustrate 
various exemplary states of a linked-list structure encoding 
a deque in accordance With some embodiments of the 
present invention. 

[0033] FIG. 11 illustrates a linked-list state after success 
ful completion of a remove_right (0) spare node mainte 
nance operation in accordance With some embodiments of 
the present invention. 

[0034] FIG. 12 illustrates a possible linked-list state after 
successful completion of an add_right (2) spare node main 
tenance operation in accordance With some embodiments of 
the present invention. 

[0035] FIG. 13 illustrates a possible spur creation scenario 
addressed by some embodiments of the present invention. 

[0036] FIG. 14 illustrates a resultant linked-list state after 
successful completion of an unspur_right operation in accor 
dance With some embodiments of the present invention. 

[0037] The use of the same reference symbols in different 
draWings indicates similar or identical items. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT(S) 
[0038] The description that folloWs presents a set of 
techniques, objects, functional sequences and data structures 
associated With concurrent shared object implementations 
employing linearizable synchronization operations in accor 
dance With an exemplary embodiment of the present inven 
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tion. An exemplary non-blocking, linearizable concurrent 
double-ended queue (deque) implementation that employs 
double compare-and-sWap (DCAS) operations is illustra 
tive. A deque is a good exemplary concurrent shared object 
implementation in that it involves all the intricacies of 
LIFO-stacks and FIFO-queues, With the added complexity 
of handling operations originating at both of the deque’s 
ends. Accordingly, techniques, objects, functional sequences 
and data structures presented in the context of a concurrent 
deque implementation Will be understood by persons of 
ordinary skill in the art to describe a superset of support and 
functionality suitable for less challenging concurrent shared 
object implementations, such as LIFO-stacks, FIFO-queues 
or concurrent shared objects (including deques) With sim 
pli?ed access semantics. 

[0039] In vieW of the above, and Without limitation, the 
description that folloWs focuses on an exemplary lineariz 
able, non-blocking concurrent deque implementation that 
behaves as if access operations on the deque are executed in 
a mutually exclusive manner, despite the absence of a 
mutual exclusion mechanism. Advantageously, and unlike 
prior approaches, deque implementations in accordance With 
some embodiments of the present invention are dynami 
cally-sized and alloW concurrent operations on the tWo ends 
of the deque to proceed independently. Since synchroniza 
tion operations are relatively sloW and/or impose overhead, 
it is generally desirable to minimize their use. Accordingly, 
one advantage of some implementations in accordance With 
the present invention is that in typical execution paths of 
both access and spare node maintenance operations, only a 
single synchronization operation is required. 

Computational Model 

[0040] One realization of the present invention is as a 
deque implementation employing the DCAS operation on a 
shared memory multiprocessor computer. This realization, 
as Well as others, Will be understood in the context of the 
folloWing computation model, Which speci?es the concur 
rent semantics of the deque data structure. 

[0041] In general, a concurrent system consists of a col 
lection of n processors. Processors communicate through 
shared data structures called objects. Each object has an 
associated set of primitive operations that provide the 
mechanism for manipulating that object. Each processor P 
can be vieWed in an abstract sense as a sequential thread of 
control that applies a sequence of operations to objects by 
issuing an invocation and receiving the associated response. 
Ahistory is a sequence of invocations and responses of some 
system execution. Each history induces a “real-time” order 
of operations Where an operation A precedes another opera 
tion B, if A’s response occurs before B’s invocation. TWo 
operations are concurrent if they are unrelated by the real 
time order. A sequential history is a history in Which each 
invocation is folloWed immediately by its corresponding 
response. The sequential speci?cation of an object is the set 
of legal sequential histories associated With it. The basic 
correctness requirement for a concurrent implementation is 
linearizability, Which requires that every concurrent history 
is “equivalent” to some legal sequential history Which is 
consistent With the real -time order induced by the concurrent 
history. In a linearizable implementation, an operation 
appears to take effect atomically at some point betWeen its 
invocation and response. In the model described herein, the 
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collection of shared memory locations of a multiprocessor 
computer’s memory (including location L) is a lineariZable 
implementation of an object that provides each processor Pi 
With the following set of sequentially speci?ed machine 
operations: 

[0042] Readi (L) reads location L and returns its value. 

[0043] Writei (L,v) Writes the value V to location L. 

[0044] DCASi (L1, L2, 01, 02, n1, n2) is a double 
compare-and-sWap operation With the semantics 
described beloW. 

[0045] Implementations described herein are non-block 
ing (also called lock-free). Let us use the term higher-level 
operations in referring to operations of the data type being 
implemented, and loWer-level operations in referring to the 
(machine) operations in terms of Which it is implemented. A 
non-blocking implementation is one in Which, even though 
individual higher-level operations may be delayed, the sys 
tem as a Whole continuously makes progress. More formally, 
a non-blocking implementation is one in Which any in?nite 
history containing a higher-level operation that has an invo 
cation but no response must also contain in?nitely many 
responses. In other Words, if some processor performing a 
higher-level operation continuously takes steps and does not 
complete, it must be because some operations invoked by 
other processors are continuously completing their 
responses. This de?nition guarantees that the system as a 
Whole makes progress and that individual processors cannot 
be blocked, only delayed by other processors continuously 
taking steps. Using locks Would violate the above condition, 
hence the alternate name: lock-free. 

Double Compare-and-SWap Operation 

[0046] Double compare-and-sWap (DCAS) operations are 
Well knoWn in the art and have been implemented in 
hardWare, such as in the Motorola 68040 processor, as Well 
as through softWare emulation. Accordingly, a variety of 
suitable implementations exist and the descriptive code that 
folloWs is meant to facilitate later description of concurrent 
shared object implementations in accordance With the 
present invention and not to limit the set of suitable DCAS 
implementations. For example, order of operations is merely 
illustrative and any implementation With substantially 
equivalent semantics is also suitable. Similarly, some for 
mulations (such as described above) may return previous 
values While others may return success/failure indications. 
The illustrative formulation that folloWs is of the latter type. 
In general, any of a variety of formulations are suitable. 

boolean DCAS(val *addrl, val *addrZ, 
val oldl, val old2, 
val neWl, val neW2) { 

atomically { 
if ((*add_r1==old1) && (*addr2==old2)) { 

*addrl = neWl; 

*addrZ = neW2; 

return true; 
} else { 

return false; 
} 

} 
} 
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[0047] The above sequences of operations implementing 
the DCAS operation are executed atomically using support 
suitable to the particular realiZation. For example, in various 
realiZations, through hardWare support (e. g., as implemented 
by the Motorola 68040 microprocessor or as described in M. 
Herlihy and J. Moss, Transactional memory: Architectural 
Support For Lock-Free Data Structures, Technical Report 
CRL 92/07, Digital Equipment Corporation, Cambridge 
Research Lab, 1992, 12 pages), through non-blocking soft 
Ware emulation (such as described in G. Barnes, A Method 
For Implementing Lock-Free Shared Data Structures, in 
Proceedings ofthe 5th ACM Symposium on Parallel Algo 
rithms and Architectures, pages 261-270, June 1993 or in N. 
Shavit and D. Touitou, Software transactional memory, 
Distributed Computing, 10(2):99-116, February 1997), or 
via a blocking softWare emulation (such as described in US. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/207,940, entitled “PLAT 
FORM INDEPENDENT DOUBLE COMPARE AND 
SWAP OPERATION,” naming CartWright and Agesen as 
inventors, and ?led Dec. 9, 1998). 
[0048] Although the above-referenced implementations 
are presently preferred, other DCAS implementations that 
substantially preserve the semantics of the descriptive code 
(above) are also suitable. Furthermore, although much of the 
description herein is focused on double compare-and-sWap 
(DCAS) operations, it Will be understood that N-location 
compare-and-sWap operations (N22) or transactional 
memory may be more generally employed, though often at 
some increased overhead. 

A Double-Ended Queue (Deque) 
[0049] A deque object S is a concurrent shared object, that 
in an exemplary realiZation is created by an operation of a 
constructor operation, e.g., make_deque( ), and Which 
alloWs each processor Pi, Oéién-l, of a concurrent system 
to perform the folloWing types of operations on S: push 
_righti (v), push_lefti (v), pop_righti ( ), and pop_lefti ( ). 
Each push operation has an input, v, Where v is selected from 
a range of values. Each pop operation returns an output from 
the range of values. Push operations on a full deque object 
and pop operations on an empty deque object return appro 
priate indications. In the case of a dynamically-sized deque, 
“full” refers to the case Where the deque is observed to have 
no available nodes to accommodate a push and the system 
storage allocator reports that no more storage is available to 
the process. 

[0050] A concurrent implementation of a deque object is 
one that is lineariZable to a standard sequential deque. This 
sequential deque can be speci?ed using a state-machine 
representation that captures all of its alloWable sequential 
histories. These sequential histories include all sequences of 
push and pop operations induced by the state machine 
representation, but do not include the actual states of the 
machine. In the folloWing description, We abuse notation 
slightly for the sake of clarity. 

[0051] The state of a deque is a sequence of items S=<vO, 
. . . , vk> from the range of values, having cardinality 

0§]S]§max_length_S. The deque is initially in the empty 
state (folloWing invocation of make_deque ( )), that is, has 
cardinality 0, and is said to have reached a full state if its 
cardinality is max_length_S. In general, for deque imple 
mentations described herein, cardinality is unbounded 
except by limitations (if any) of an underlying storage 
allocator. 
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[0052] The four possible push and pop operations, 
executed sequentially, induce the following state transitions 
of the sequence S=<vO, . . . , vk>, With appropriate returned 

values: 

pushirightwmw) if S is not ?ill, sets S to be the sequence 
S = (v0, . . . , vk, vnew) 

pushileftwmw) if S is not ?ill, sets S to be the sequence 
S = (vnew, v0, . . . , vk) 

popiright( ) if S is not empty, sets S to be the sequence 
S = (v0, . . . , vkil) and returns the item, vk. 

popileft( ) if S is not empty, sets S to be the sequence 
S = (v1, . . . , vk) and returns the item V(,. 

For example, starting With an empty deque state, S=< >, the 
following sequence of operations and corresponding transi 
tions can occur. A push_right (1) changes the deque state to 
S=<1>.Apush_left (2) subsequently changes the deque state 
to S=<2,1>. A subsequent push_right (3) changes the deque 
state to S=<2,l,3>. Finally, a subsequent pop_right ( ) 
changes the deque state to S=<2,1> and returns the value, 3. 
In some implementations, return values may be employed to 
indicate success or failure. Persons of ordinary skill in the art 
Will appreciate a variety of suitable formulations. 

Storage Reclamation 

[0053] Many programming languages and execution envi 
ronments have traditionally placed responsibility for 
dynamic allocation and deallocation of memory on the 
programmer. For example, in the C programming language, 
memory is allocated from the heap by the malloc procedure 
(or its variants). Given a pointer variable, p, execution of 
machine instructions corresponding to the statement p=mal 
loc (siZeof (SomeStruct)) causes pointer variable p to point 
to neWly allocated storage for a memory object of siZe 
necessary for representing a SomeStruct data structure. After 
use, the memory object identi?ed by pointer variable p can 
be deallocated, or freed, by calling free (p). Other languages 
provide analogous facilities for explicit allocation and deal 
location of memory. 

[0054] Dynamically-allocated storage becomes unreach 
able When no chain of references (or pointers) can be traced 
from a “root set” of references (or pointers) to the storage. 
Memory objects that are no longer reachable, but have not 
been freed, are called garbage. Similarly, storage associated 
With a memory object can be deallocated While still refer 
enced. In this case, a dangling reference has been created. In 
general, dynamic memory can be hard to manage correctly. 
Because of this dif?culty, garbage collection, i.e., automatic 
reclamation of dynamically-allocated storage, can be an 
attractive model of memory management. Garbage collec 
tion is particularly attractive for languages such as the 
JAVATM language (JAVA and all J ava-based marks and logos 
are trademarks or registered trademarks of Sun Microsys 
tems, Inc. in the United States and other countries), Prolog, 
Lisp, Smalltalk, Scheme, Eiffel, Dylan, M L, Haskell, 
Miranda, Oberon, etc. See generally, Jones & Lins, Garbage 
Collection: Algorithms for Automatic Dynamic Memory 
Management, pp. 1-41, Wiley (1996) for a discussion of 
garbage collection and of various algorithms and implemen 
tations for performing garbage collection. 

[0055] In general, the availability of particular memory 
management facilities are language, implementation and 
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execution environment dependent. Accordingly, for some 
realiZations in accordance With the present invention, it is 
acceptable to assume that storage is managed by a “garbage 
collector” that returns (to a “free pool”) that storage for 
Which it can be proven that no process Will, in the future, 
access data structures contained therein. Such a storage 
management scheme alloWs operations on a concurrent 
shared object, such as a deque, to simply eliminate refer 
ences or pointers to a removed data structure and rely upon 
operation of the garbage collector for automatic reclamation 
of the associated storage. 

[0056] HoWever, for some realiZations, a garbage collec 
tion facility may be unavailable or impractical. For example, 
one realiZation in Which automatic reclamation may be 
unavailable or impractical is a concurrent shared object 
implementation (e.g., a deque) employed in the implemen 
tation of a garbage collector itself. Accordingly, in some 
realiZations in accordance With the present invention, stor 
age is explicitly reclaimed or “freed” When no longer used. 
For example, in some realiZations, removal operations 
include explicit reclamation of the removed storage. 

Deque With Amortized Node Allocation 

[0057] One embodiment in accordance With the present 
invention includes a linked-list-based implementation of a 
lock-free double-ended queue (deque). The implementation 
includes both structures (e.g., embodied as data structures in 
memory and/or other storage) and techniques (e.g., embod 
ied as operations, functional sequences, instructions, etc.) 
that alloW costs associated With allocation of additional 
storage to be amortiZed over multiple access operations. The 
exemplary implementation employs double compare and 
sWap (DCAS) operations to provide lineariZable behavior. 
HoWever, as described elseWhere herein, other synchroni 
Zation primitives may be employed in other realiZations. In 
general, the exemplary implementation exhibits a number of 
features that tend to improve its performance: 

[0058] a) Access operations (e.g., push and pop opera 
tions) at opposing left and right ends of the deque do 
not interfere With each other except When the deque is 
either empty or contains only a single node. 

[0059] b) A single DCAS call is suf?cient for an uncon 
tended pop operation, and if a suitable spare node 
exists, for an uncontended push operation. 

[0060] c) A full storage Width DCAS primitive that 
operates on tWo independently-addressable storage 
units may be employed. Accordingly, full storage Width 
is available for addresses or data and tag bits need not 
be set aside. 

[0061] d) Storage for use in pushes is allocated in 
clumps and spliced onto the linked-list structure With a 
single DCAS. Storage corresponding to items that are 
popped from the deque remains in the linked-list struc 
ture until explicitly removed. Unless removed, such 
storage is available for use by subsequent pushes onto 
(and pops from) a respective end of the deque. 

[0062] Although all of these features are provided in some 
realiZations, feWer than all may be provided in others. 

[0063] The organiZation and structure of a doubly-linked 
list 102 and deque 101 encoded therein are noW described 
With reference to FIG. 1. In general, individual elements of 
























