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FIGURE 1 
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FIGURE 3 
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WINDOW COVER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to a WindoW cover such as a 
blind or curtain. The invention has particular application to 
Roman blinds. 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0002] Blinds and curtains are normally draWn closed or 
opened by a draW cord Which is pulled to cause the blind or 
curtain to open or close. In many blinds, the draW cord forms 
a loop at the side of the blind or curtain and extends toWards 
the bottom of the curtain. 

[0003] The loop in the draW cord provides a signi?cant 
safety hazard, particularly for small children, because a 
small child may become entangled in the draW cord and 
strangle. 
[0004] To prevent this from happening, many blinds and 
curtains noW provide draW cords Which do not form a loop 
at the side of a curtain, but rather are cut so that tWo strands 
are provided, one of Which can be used to open the blind or 
curtain and the other to close the curtain. 

[0005] HoWever, in some forms of blind it is not possible 
to do aWay With the loop-type con?guration, or to provide a 
draW cord Which cannot be formed into a loop during some 
condition of the blind, Which may offer a safety haZard. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The object of the invention is to overcome this 
problem. 
[0007] The invention may be said to reside in a WindoW 
cover comprising: 

[0008] a WindoW cover portion moveable betWeen an 
open position and a closed position; 

[0009] a draW cord for opening and closing the WindoW 
cover; and 

[0010] a coupling member in the draW cord, the cou 
pling member having a ?rst component With a ?rst 
engaging portion, and a second component With a 
second engaging portion for engaging With the ?rst 
engaging portion, so that, should a load be applied to 
the draW cord, the draW cord Will separate at the ?rst 
and second components to thereby prevent the forma 
tion of a loop Which may provide a strangling haZard to 
a child. 

[0011] Thus, blinds or curtains Which require a looped 
con?guration, or Which have a draW cord Which can be 
formed into a loop during operation of the WindoW cover, or 
When the WindoW cover is in a particular con?guration, can 
still enable the loop con?guration to be formed, but if a child 
becomes entangled in the cord, as soon as any load is applied 
to the cord, the cord can separate at the connecting member 
so the cord Will not form a strangling haZard. 

[0012] Preferably the ?rst engaging portion comprises a 
generally part spherical head portion, and the second engag 
ing portion comprises a generally spherical socket for 
receiving the spherical head so that When a load is applied 
to the cord, the head can pull out of the socket. 
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[0013] Preferably the ?rst component comprises a holloW 
bore having an enlarged diameter portion so that a ?rst 
portion of the cord can be inserted through the bore and tied 
to form a knot so that the knot can be pulled back into the 
bore and located in a large diameter portion, and Wherein the 
other component also has a bore having an enlarged diam 
eter portion so that the other part of the cord can be inserted 
through the bore and tied to form a knot and so the knot can 
be pulled back into the large diameter portion. 

[0014] Preferably the blind is a Roman blind having a 
plurality of rings coupled to portions of the Roman blind, the 
draW cord passing through the rings, and the connector 
member being dimensioned so that the connector member 
can also pass through the rings. 

[0015] In one embodiment of the invention, the coupling 
member is arranged in the draW cord by connecting the ?rst 
component to a ?rst part of the draW cord and the second 
component to a second part of the draW cord. 

[0016] HoWever, in another embodiment, the coupling 
member is connected in the draW cord by connecting the ?rst 
component to the WindoW cover and attaching the second 
component to the draW cord. 

[0017] In a second embodiment of the invention, the ?rst 
component of the coupling member may comprise a trian 
gular shaped body having a pair of oblique arms and a base, 
a sleeve extending from the oblique arms at the apex of the 
oblique arms, the sleeve having an internal abutment, and 
the second component comprises a resilient peg having a 
pair of legs Which have feet for registry behind the abutment 
so that When the load is applied to the cord the feet can pull 
over the abutment because of the resilient nature of the peg, 
and the ?rst and second components can release from one 
another. 

[0018] Preferably, the ?rst component is connected to the 
blind by a saddle Which is seWn to the blind and Which 
passes over the base of the triangular body. 

[0019] In a still further embodiment, the coupling member 
described above can be arranged so a ?rst part of the cord is 
connected to the ?rst component and a second part of the 
cord is connected to the second component With the cou 
pling member being arranged at an upper portion of the 
blind. 

[0020] Preferably the rings include a split or gap so the 
draW cord can pull through the split or gap of the rings When 
a load is applied to the draW cord. 

[0021] Preferably the split or gap is de?ned by a cut in the 
ring Which is located at a portion of the ring remote from the 
blind. 

[0022] In one embodiment the gap can be siZed larger than 
the Width or diameter of the cord. HoWever, in the preferred 
embodiment the gap is less than the Width or diameter of the 
cord and the parts of the ring adjacent the cut or gap are 
resilient so those parts can ?ex to enable a cord to pass 
through the cut or gap When a load is applied to the cord and 
the cord in turn applies a load to the rings. 

[0023] Preferably the rings have indentations to enable the 
rings to be seWn to the blind so that the rings Will not move 
through the stitching and therefore displace the split or gap 
from a position remote from the blind. 
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[0024] In another embodiment a load take up member is 
provided in the draW cord for taking up short duration loads 
applied to the draW cord to prevent unWanted separation of 
the ?rst component from the second component. 

[0025] Preferably the member comprises a spring. 

[0026] Preferably the connector member separates When a 
load of more than about 1.5 Kg (about 3 pounds) is applied 
to the draW cord. 

[0027] The invention also provides a WindoW cover com 
prising: 

[0028] a WindoW cover portion moveable betWeen an 
open position and a closed position; 

[0029] a draW cord for opening and closing the WindoW 
cover portion; and 

[0030] a coupling member having a ?rst component 
coupled to the WindoW cover and a second component 
connected to the draW cord, the ?rst component having 
a ?rst engaging portion and the second component 
having a second engaging portion for engaging With the 
?rst engaging portion, so that, should a load be applied 
to the draW cord, the draW cord Will separate at the ?rst 
and second components to prevent the formation of a 
loop Which may provide a strangling haZard to a child. 

[0031] The invention may also be said to reside in a 
WindoW cover comprising: 

[0032] a WindoW cover portion moveable betWeen an 
open position and a closed position; 

[0033] 
cover; 

[0034] 
cover; 

[0035] a coupling member having a ?rst component 
connected to the load take up member and a second 
component connected to the draW cord, the ?rst com 
ponent having a ?rst engaging portion and the second 
component having a second engaging portion for 
engaging With the ?rst engaging portion, so that, should 
a short duration load be applied to the draW cord, the 
short duration load is taken up by the load member and 
the ?rst and second components do not separate, but if 
a longer duration load is applied to the draW cord 
indicative of a child becoming entangled in the draW 
cord, the ?rst and second components Will separate to 
thereby prevent the formation of a loop in the draW cord 
Which may provide a strangling haZard to a child. 

a draW cord for opening and closing the WindoW 

a load take up member coupled to the WindoW 

[0036] Preferably the load take up member comprises a 
spring. 
[0037] In one embodiment the spring is located at an upper 
portion of the WindoW cover and has one end connected to 
a top rail of the WindoW cover and a second end connected 
to the coupling member. 

[0038] In another embodiment the load take up member 
comprises an elastic member. 

[0039] In one embodiment the elastic member is located at 
a loWer portion of the WindoW cover and has one end 
connected to the cover and another end connected to the 
coupling member. 
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[0040] Preferably the elastic member comprises an elastic 
loop or elastic band. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0041] A preferred embodiment of the invention Will be 
described, by Way of example, With reference to the accom 
panying draWings in Which: 

[0042] FIG. 1 is a rear vieW of a Roman blind according 
to the preferred embodiment; and 

[0043] FIG. 2 is a detailed vieW of part of the blind of 
FIG. 1; 

[0044] FIG. 3 is a rear vieW of a Roman blind according 
to a second embodiment; 

[0045] FIG. 4 is a detailed vieW of part of the embodiment 
of FIG. 3; 

[0046] FIG. 5 is a vieW of a ring used in a Roman blind 
according to the preferred embodiment of the invention; 

[0047] FIG. 6 is a side vieW of the blind including the ring 
of FIG. 5 to illustrate the operation of the ring of FIG. 5; 

[0048] FIG. 7 is a front vieW of a further embodiment of 
the invention; 

[0049] FIG. 8 is a side vieW of the embodiment of FIG. 
7; 
[0050] FIG. 9 is a side vieW of the blind of FIG. 8 partly 
rolled up; 

[0051] FIG. 10 is a rear vieW of part of the blind of FIG. 
7; 
[0052] FIG. 11 is a more detailed vieW of part of the 
componentry of FIG. 10; 

[0053] FIG. 11 is a vieW of a still further embodiment of 
the invention; and 

[0054] FIG. 12 is a detailed vieW of part of the embodi 
ment of FIG. 11. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0055] With reference to the drawings, the invention is 
exempli?ed With reference to a Roman blind. HoWever, it 
should be understood that WindoW covers of other types may 
also embody the invention. 

[0056] With reference to FIG. 1, a Roman blind 10 is 
shoWn Which has a plurality of blind sections 12, 14 and 16 
Which overlap one another When the blind is in the open 
condition, and Which drop to cover a WindoW opening When 
the blind is closed. Each of the sections 12, 14 and 16 is 
provided With a ring 18 Which may be semi-circular in 
con?guration, and an end ring 21 is provided on the bottom 
section 30 of the blind. A draW cord 50 passes through the 
rings 18 and 21 to a pulley arrangement 32 at the top of the 
blind and then extends doWn beside the blind as shoWn by 
50' in FIG. 1. The cord 51 may be provided in tWo strands 
Which are cut, rather than form a loop, so that one of the 
strands is pulled to open the blind and the other is pulled to 
close the blind. The cord 50 is provided With a connector 
member 52 Which, When the blind is in the open con?gu 
ration shoWn in FIG. 1, is generally adjacent the pulley 32. 
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When the blind is to be opened, the connector 52 Will move 
downwardly through the rings 18 as the segments 12, 14, 16 
drop relative to one another. 

[0057] When the blind is in the open con?guration, the 
possibility exists that the draW cord 50 betWeen the ring 21 
and the pulley arrangement 33 can be pulled into a loop 
Which may provide a strangling haZard to a child. In order 
to prevent this from happening, the connector member 52 is 
provided Which Will break apart When a predetermined load 
is applied to the cord 50 such as a load greater than 3 pounds 
so that the loop Will not form and therefore a strangling 
haZard Will not result. 

[0058] FIG. 2 shoWs a more detailed vieW of the connec 
tor member 52. The connector member 52 has a ?rst 
component 60 Which has a generally spherical head 62 
Which is de?ned by a circumferential groove 64. A bore 66 
extends all of the Way through the component 60 and has a 
large diameter portion 66' toWards its loWer end. DraW cord 
50 is cut and a ?rst part 50a is passed through the bore 66 
and then tied to form a knot 53. The draW cord part 50a is 
then pulled upWardly in the direction of arroW A so the knot 
53 returns to the enlarged diameter bore 66' and Will seat at 
the transition 67 betWeen the large diameter portion 66' and 
the more narroW diameter portion 66" in FIG. 2. 

[0059] The connector 52 has a second component 70 
Which has a generally spherical socket 72 Which receives the 
head 62. The component 60 is also provided With a bore 74 
Which has an enlarged diameter portion 74' and a more 
narroW diameter portion 74". The draW cord part 50b Which 
is cut from the part 50a is passed through the bore 74 and is 
tied to form a knot 55. The knot 55 is draWn back into the 
component 70 by pulling the cord 50b in the direction of 
arroW B so that the knot registers at the transition 59 
betWeen the large diameter bore 74' and the more narroW 
diameter bore portion 74". 

[0060] If a load is applied to the cord 50, such as in the 
direction of arroW B shoWn in FIG. 2, the load Will pull the 
socket 72 free of the head 62 to break the connector 52 as 
previously described, and thereby prevent a loop from 
forming in the draW cord 50 betWeen the pulley arrangement 
32 and the ring 21. 

[0061] Thus, a loop Which may form a strangling haZard 
is therefore prevented because as soon as any load is applied 
to the cord, such as may occur if a child Was to become 
entangled in the cord 50, the Weight of the child Will cause 
the connector 52 to release, thereby breaking the loop to 
prevent a strangling haZard. 

[0062] The load at Which the connector member 52 
releases can be selected depending on the relative rigidity of 
the socket 72 compared to the head 62 and, depending on the 
application, may be less than 3 pounds or more than 3 
pounds. 
[0063] FIGS. 3 and 4 shoW a second embodiment of the 
invention also applied to a Roman blind 10. This embodi 
ment shoWs the sections 12, 14 and 16 as Well as bottom 
section 30 and top section 31. The sections are separated by 
a Wooden slat 35 and the sections 12, 14 and 16 are provided 
With D rings 18, as in the earlier embodiment. A head rail 40 
is arranged at the top of the blind 10 for securing the blind 
10 to a Wall adjacent a WindoW. The head rail 40 carries the 
pulley and locking arrangement 42 and pulley arrangement 
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44 for draW cords 46 and 47. The draW cord 46 passes 
through the pulley and locking arrangement 42 and has a 
bead 49 at its free end. The draW cord 47 passes through the 
pulley arrangement 44 and the pulley and locking arrange 
ment 42 and has a bead 51 at its end. The pulley arrange 
ments 42 and 44 are conventional, and therefore need not be 
described in detail. In order to raise the blind, the cords 49 
and 51 are pulled doWnWardly, and the blind can be locked 
in a raised position by moving the end parts of the cords 46a 
and 47a laterally. The blind is released by an opposite type 
movement, and by releasing the cords 46 and 47 so the cords 
can drop through the pulley arrangements 42 and 44. 

[0064] Coupling members 100 are arranged at the bottom 
of the cords 47 and 48. Once again, the coupling members 
are provided With a ?rst component 101 (see FIG. 4) and a 
second component 102. The ?rst component 101 is attached 
to the blind 10 and the second component 102 is attached to 
the respective draW cord 46 or 47. 

[0065] As is best shoWn in FIG. 4, the component 101 has 
a triangular body 105 Which has oblique arms 106 and 107 
and a base 108. The base 108 is connected to the curtain 10 
by a cloth saddle 103 Which is seWn to the blind 10 and 
Wraps over the base 108. The body 105 has a sleeve 109 
Which is holloW and Which is provided With internal abut 
ment 110. 

[0066] The second component 102 is in the form of a peg 
120 having legs 111 and 112 Which have feet 113 and 114. 
The peg 120 is resilient so that the legs 112 can move 
toWards one another to close slot 115 but are biased out 
Wardly by the resiliency of the peg 120 toWards the position 
shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0067] In order to connect the component 101 to the 
component 102, the legs 111 and 112 are inserted into sleeve 
109. The insertion of the legs is facilitated by the inclined 
bottom surfaces 119 of the feet 113 and 114 Which facilitate 
in pushing the legs together to close the slot so the legs can 
pass into the recess and then move doWnWardly so that the 
feet locate over the abutment 110 again by the legs being 
pushed together and further closing the slot 115. When the 
feet 113 and 114 locate behind the abutment 110, the legs 111 
bias outWardly so the legs are fully retained by engagement 
of the feet 113 and 114 behind the abutment 110. 

[0068] As is best shoWn in FIG. 4, cord 46 (and cord 47 
of the other connector shoWn in FIG. 3) is connected to the 
component 102 by tying the cord 46 through a hole 119 in 
the peg 120. 

[0069] Once again, the coupling member 100 is adapted to 
release When a predetermined load is applied to the cord 46, 
such as a load of about 3 lbs. Thus, if a child becomes 
entangled in the cords 46 and 47, rather than form a loop 
Which may strangle a child, the coupling member 100 Will 
simply release, thereby preventing the formation of a loop in 
Which a child can become tangled. 

[0070] As in the earlier embodiments, the component 102 
is siZed so that it can easily pull through the D rings 18 of 
the blind 10 if necessary. 

[0071] The coupling member shoWn in FIG. 4 can also be 
used in the same fashion as FIGS. 1 and 2, in Which the 
coupling member is located in the cord by connecting one 
component of the coupling member to one part of the cord, 
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and the other component to another part of the cord rather 
than connecting one of the components directly to the blind. 
Such an embodiment may be used in roll up blinds or other 
forms of blinds, and a connector may be located at a top part 
of the blind in the draW cord. 

[0072] If this is the case, the connector can be turned 
upside doWn and the component 101 can be easily connected 
to one part of the cord by tying the cord through opening 121 
of the component 102. 

[0073] FIG. 5 is a vieW of one of the rings 18 according 
to the preferred embodiment of the invention. As shoWn in 
FIG. 5, the ring 18 is provided With a gap 70 Which is 
preferably of slightly smaller Width than the diameter or 
Width of the cord 46 (or 47). The gap 70 is de?ned by side 
parts 72 of the ring 18 and can generally be formed by 
simply forming a cut or space in the ring 18 so the ring is not 
completely “annular” When the ring 18 is moulded. In other 
embodiments, the ring 18 could be provided With a split and 
the parts 72 could effectively touch one another. The ring 18 
is generally formed from plastics material and the parts 72 
are therefore resilient. Preferably the ring 18 is slightly oval 
in shape, as best shoWn in FIG. 5, and includes a base 
portion 73 Which includes indentations or undulations 75 to 
facilitate seWing of the ring 18 to the blind 30 by stitching 
74. The indentations 75 ensure that the ring 18 is seWn to the 
blind 30 so the ring 18 cannot slide through the stitching 74, 
and thereby maintains the gap or split 70 at a position Which 
is remote from the blind 30 When the ring 18 stands out from 
the blind 18 at an angle of about 90°. 

[0074] The purpose of the gap 70 is to enable the cord 50 
to release from the ring 18 if a load is applied to the cord 18 
and that load is applied to the ring 18 rather than through to 
the coupling member 100. 

[0075] As is shoWn in FIG. 6, it is possible that When the 
blind is partly in the closed condition and a load is applied 
to the cord 46, such as in the direction of arroW Z in FIG. 
6, the load may be taken by the ring 18 and not applied 
through to the coupling member 100, and therefore the 
coupling member 100 Will not release in the manner previ 
ously described. In this instance, all of the load is taken by 
the ring 18 rather than transmitting through to the coupling 
member 100. HoWever, according to the preferred embodi 
ment, because the ring 18 includes the gap or cut 70 When 
the load is applied to the cord 50 in the direction of arroW 
Z and that load is then transmitted to the ring 18, the cord 
46 Will pull through the gap 70 by slightly deforming the 
parts 72 of the ring 18, and therefore release from the ring 
18. This Will enable the load to be transmitted to the 
coupling member 100 and for the coupling member 100 to 
release in the manner previously described. 

[0076] Thus, the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 5 overcomes 
the possibility that a child may become entangled in the cord 
50 and the load not be transmitted through to the coupling 
member 100 so the coupling member releases. By ensuring 
that the cord 50 can release from the rings 18, this ensures 
that the load Will be transmitted through to the coupling 
member 100 and the coupling member 100 Will release as 
previously described, and therefore avoid the possibility of 
a strangling haZard. 

[0077] Whilst in the preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, tWo cords 46 and 47 are provided, more cords may be 
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provided to ensure that the cords are able to support the 
Weight of the blind during normal opening and closing 
movement of the blind Without causing the coupling mem 
ber 100 to release. Thus, if the coupling member releases 
With a load of three pounds, each cord 46, 47, etc. should 
take less than three pound load during normal operation of 
the blind. 

[0078] Obviously all of the cords associated With the blind 
Will be provided D-rings 18 of the type described With 
reference to FIG. 5. 

[0079] FIGS. 7 to 10 shoW a still further embodiment of 
the invention Which is applicable to heavier blinds and, in 
particular, to roll up blinds. Because of the Weight of roll up 
blinds and similar blinds, the possibility exists that during 
opening and closing of the blind, the Weight of the blind and 
any jerking movement of the draW cord during opening or 
closing of the blind may result in a short duration load on the 
draW cord Which may cause separation of the coupling 
member of the type described in the earlier embodiments. 
This unWanted separation is inconvenient because it requires 
the coupling members to be re-engaged so the blind can be 
properly opened and closed and the unWanted separation 
may cause the blind to drop during opening or closing. 
Whilst this issue is addressed in the embodiments of FIGS. 
7 to 10, these embodiments also provide for separation of the 
coupling member 100 in the same manner as previously 
described, so as to avoid a strangling haZard. 

[0080] With references to FIGS. 7 to 10, a roll up blind 
200 is shoWn Which has a cover portion 210 Which may be 
formed from fabric, Wooden slats or the like. The blind 200 
has a top rail member 211 from Which the cover portion 210 
is suspended. Pulley arrangements 212 guide draW cords 
214 and 215 to the cover portion 10 so the draW cords extend 
doWn the front surface of the blind as shoWn in FIG. 7, 
beneath the blind and up along the back surface of the blind 
for coupling to the rail 211, as is best shoWn in FIG. 8. 

[0081] When the draW cords 214 and 215 are pulled, the 
draW cords rise relative to the rail 211 and therefore roll up 
the blind so as to open the blind as shoWn in FIG. 9. To 
loWer the blind, the draW cords 214 and 215 are released in 
the conventional manner and the Weight of the blind Will 
enable the blind to loWer pulling the draW cords 214 and 215 
through the pulley arrangements 212 as the blind 210 unrolls 
into the fully open position. 

[0082] As is best shoWn in FIGS. 8 and 9, the draW cords 
214 and 215 are provided With a coupling member 100 
Which may be identical to the coupling members previously 
described in the earlier embodiments. HoWever, in this 
embodiment, component 101' of the coupling member is 
connected to draW cord 215 or 214 as the case may be, and 
the other component 102' is connected to a coil spring 220. 
The other end of the coil spring 220 is connected to a bracket 
or fastener 221 Which is connected to the rail 211. 

[0083] The springs 220 provide a load take up mechanism 
Which takes up short duration loads Which may be applied to 
the draW cords 214 and 215 during opening or closing of the 
blind 200 because of improper use of the draW cords 214 and 
215. For example, if the cords 214 and 215 are not smoothly 
loWered to open the blind and the blind is opened in a jerky 
fashion or the cords 214 and 215 are simply completely 
released so the cover portion 210 unrolls Without any 
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resistance, the Weight of the cover portion 210 and the 
jerking movement Will result in a short duration momentary 
load applied to the draW cords 214 and 215, Which may be 
above the load Which Would cause separation of the com 
ponents 101' and 102'. However, the spring 220 Will stretch 
and take up those loads before release of the components 
101' and 102' and therefore prevent release of the compo 
nents upon application of a short duration momentary load. 

[0084] If a child becomes entangled in the draW cord and 
a load is applied to the draW cord 214 or 215, that load Will 
be of greater duration and Will stretch the spring 220 to its 
limit, Whereupon the load is then immediately transferred to 
the components 102' and 101' so that the components 101' 
and 102' Will separate in the same manner as described With 
reference to the earlier embodiments. 

[0085] Typically the springs 220 Will absorb loads Which 
have a duration of less than about one second by virtue of the 
spring expanding, and this is su?icient to take up short 
duration loading Which may occur during improper opening 
or closing of the cover portion 210. HoWever, if a child 
becomes entangled in one of the draW cords 214 and 215, the 
load applied to the draW cords is obviously of much longer 
duration, and this Will therefore cause the spring to stretch 
and then the components 101' and 102' to separate so as to 
prevent the formation of a loop in the draW cords Which may 
present a strangling haZard. 

[0086] FIG. 11 is a more detailed vieW of the coupling 
member 100 used in the embodiment of FIGS. 7 to 11. In this 
embodiment the component 101' includes a pair of resilient 
legs 240 Which have feet 241. The component 102' is 
provided With a pair of holes 242 in side portions of the 
component 102' in Which the feet 241 engage to hold the 
components 101' and 102' together. HoWever, When the 
longer duration load is applied to the draW cord 214 (or 215) 
the feet 241 are pulled out of the holes 242 so the compo 
nents 102' and 101' release from one another. 

[0087] FIGS. 12 and 13 shoW a still further embodiment 
of the invention in Which a load tale up member is applied 
to a Roman blind. 

[0088] In this embodiment the Roman blind is con?gured 
generally in the same Way as that of the embodiment of FIG. 
3 and they include rings as per the embodiment of FIG. 5. 
Some of the details of the Roman blind of FIG. 12 have been 
omitted for ease of illustration. 

[0089] In the embodiment of FIG. 12 the blind includes 
draW cords 250 Which pass through rings 18. The draW cords 
250 are connected to a coupling member 260 of the type 
described With reference to any of the previous embodi 
ments. The coupling member 260 connects to an elastic 
member 270 Which in turn is secured to a loWer edge of the 
blind of FIG. 12. 

[0090] As shoWn in FIG. 13 the elastic member 270 is 
preferably formed from a strap or length of elastic material 
and passes through an opening 261 in the coupling member 
260. The tWo free ends of the strap 270 are then brought 
together as shoWn at 27111 and 27119 and the ends are stitched 
at 273 to the loWer edge of the blind. Thus, a continuous loop 
or band of elastic material is provided Which can stretch 
When load is applied to take up the load in the event of shock 
to prevent unWanted disconnection of the coupling member 
260 in the same manner as described With reference to the 
earlier embodiment. 
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[0091] The elastic band type load take up member of the 
embodiment of FIGS. 12 and 13 is used in preference to the 
spring of the earlier embodiment because of the bottom of 
the blind it Will form a more attractive appearance and Will 
not tend to stretch as much as a spring. Thus, When the blind 
is pulled into the closed con?guration the bottom panel of 
the blind Will not droop because of the stretching of the band 
270 Which may occur if a relatively ?ne spring is used. 

[0092] HoWever, in the alternative embodiments the rub 
ber band of the embodiment of FIGS. 12 and 13 could be 
used in the embodiment of FIGS. 7 to 11 and the spring of 
the embodiment of FIGS. 7 to 11 could be used in the 
embodiment of FIGS. 12 and 13. 

[0093] Once again, in the embodiment of FIGS. 12 and 
13 if a short duration load is applied to the blind such as if 
the blind is simply dropped When opening or closing and 
falls under its oWn Weight the elastic member 270 Will 
stretch and take up the load before the coupling member 260 
separates. HoWever, if a longer duration load is applied then 
the coupling member 260 Will separate as in the previous 
embodiments to prevent a strangling haZard. 

[0094] In the claims Which folloW and in the preceding 
description of the invention, except Where the context 
requires otherWise due to express language or necessary 
implication, the Word “comprise”, or variations such as 
“comprises” or “comprising”, is used in an inclusive sense, 
ie. to specify the presence of the stated features but not to 
preclude the presence or addition of further features in 
various embodiments of the invention. 

[0095] Since modi?cations Within the spirit and scope of 
the invention may readily be effected by persons skilled 
Within the art, it is to be understood that this invention is not 
limited to the particular embodiment described by Way of 
example hereinabove. 

1. A WindoW cover comprising: 

a WindoW cover portion moveable betWeen an open 
position and a closed position; 

a draW cord for opening and closing the WindoW cover; 
and 

a coupling member in the draW cord, the coupling mem 
ber having a ?rst component With a ?rst engaging 
portion, and a second component With a second engag 
ing portion for engaging With the ?rst engaging portion, 
so that, should a load be applied to the draW cord, the 
draW cord Will separate at the ?rst and second compo 
nents to thereby prevent the formation of a loop Which 
may provide a strangling haZard to a child. 

2. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst engag 
ing portion comprises a generally part spherical head por 
tion, and the second engaging portion comprises a generally 
spherical socket for receiving the spherical head so that 
When a load is applied to the cord, the head can pull out of 
the socket. 

3. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst com 
ponent comprises a holloW bore having an enlarged diameter 
portion so that a ?rst portion of the cord can be inserted 
through the bore and tied to form a knot so that the knot can 
be pulled back into the bore and located in a large diameter 
portion, and Wherein the other component also has a bore 
having an enlarged diameter portion so that the other part of 
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the cord can be inserted through the bore and tied to form a 
knot and so the knot can be pulled back into the large 
diameter portion. 

4. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein preferably the 
WindoW cover is a Roman blind having a plurality of rings 
coupled to portions of the Roman blind, the draW cord 
passing through the rings, and the connector member being 
dimensioned so that the connector member can also pass 
through the rings. 

5. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein the coupling 
member is arranged in the draW cord by connecting the ?rst 
component to a ?rst part of the draW cord and the second 
component to a second part of the draW cord. 

6. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein the coupling 
member is connected in the draW cord by connecting the ?rst 
component to the WindoW cover and attaching the second 
component to the draW cord. 

7. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst com 
ponent of the coupling member comprises a triangular 
shaped body having a pair of oblique arms and a base, a 
sleeve extending from the oblique arms at the apex of the 
oblique arms, the sleeve having an internal abutment, and 
the second component comprises a resilient peg having a 
pair of legs Which have feet for registry behind the abutment 
so that When the load is applied to the cord the feet can pull 
over the abutment because of the resilient nature of the peg, 
and the ?rst and second components can release from one 
another. 

8. The WindoW cover of claim 7, Wherein the ?rst com 
ponent is connected to the blind by a saddle Which is seWn 
to the blind and Which passes over the base of the triangular 
body. 

9. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein the coupling 
member is arranged so a ?rst part of the cord is connected 
to the ?rst component and a second part of the cord is 
connected to the second component With the coupling mem 
ber being arranged at an upper portion of the blind. 

10. The WindoW cover of claim 4, Wherein the rings 
include a split or gap so the draW cord can pull through the 
split or gap of the rings When a load is applied to the draW 
cord. 

11. The WindoW cover of claim 10, Wherein the split or 
gap is de?ned by a cut in the ring Which is located at a 
portion of the ring remote from the blind. 

12. The WindoW cover of claim 10, Wherein the gap is less 
than the Width or diameter of the cord and the parts of the 
ring adjacent the cut or gap are resilient so those parts can 
?ex to enable a cord to pass through the cut or gap When a 
load is applied to the cord and the cord in turn applies a load 
to the rings. 

13. The WindoW cover of claim 10, Wherein the rings have 
indentations to enable the rings to be seWn to the blind so 
that the rings Will not move through the stitching and 
therefore displace the split or gap from a position remote 
from the blind. 

14. The WindoW cover of claim 1 Wherein a load take up 
member is provided in the draW cord for taking up short 
duration loads applied to the draW cord to prevent unWanted 
separation of the ?rst component from the second compo 
nent. 
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15. The WindoW cover of claim 14, Wherein the member 
comprises a spring or elastic member. 

16. The WindoW cover of claim 1, Wherein the coupling 
member separates When a load of more than about 1.5 Kg 
(about 3 pounds) is applied to the draW cord. 

17. A WindoW cover comprising: 

a WindoW cover portion moveable betWeen an open 
position and a closed position; 

a draW cord for opening and closing the WindoW cover 
portion; and 

a coupling member having a ?rst component coupled to 
the WindoW cover and a second component connected 
to the draW cord, the ?rst component having a ?rst 
engaging portion and the second component having a 
second engaging portion for engaging With the ?rst 
engaging portion, so that, should a load be applied to 
the draW cord, the draW cord Will separate at the ?rst 
and second components to prevent the formation of a 
loop Which may provide a strangling haZard to a child. 

18. A WindoW cover comprising: 

a WindoW cover portion moveable betWeen an open 
position and a closed position; 

a draW cord for opening and closing the WindoW cover; 

a load take up member coupled to the WindoW cover; 

a coupling member having a ?rst component connected to 
the load take up member and a second component 
connected to the draW cord, the ?rst component having 
a ?rst engaging portion and the second component 
having a second engaging portion for engaging With the 
?rst engaging portion, so that, should a short duration 
load be applied to the draW cord, the short duration load 
is taken up by the load member and the ?rst and second 
components do not separate, but if a longer duration 
load is applied to the draW cord indicative of a child 
becoming entangled in the draW cord, the ?rst and 
second components Will separate to thereby prevent the 
formation of a loop in the draW cord Which may provide 
a strangling haZard to a child. 

19. The WindoW cover of claim 18, Wherein the load take 
up member comprises a spring. 

20. The WindoW covering of claim 19, Wherein the spring 
is located at an upper portion of the WindoW cover and has 
one end connected to a top rail of the WindoW cover and a 
second end connected to the coupling member. 

21. The WindoW covering of claim 18, Wherein the load 
take up member comprises an elastic member. 

22. The WindoW covering of claim 21, Wherein the elastic 
member is located at a loWer portion of the WindoW cover 
and has one end connected to the cover and another end 
connected to the coupling member. 

23. The WindoW covering of claim 21, Wherein the elastic 
member comprises an elastic loop or elastic band. 


