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WOVEN ARTICLES FROM SYNTHETIC SELF 
TWISTED YARNS 

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a divisional application of appli 
cation Ser. No. 10/901,510, ?led Jul. 29, 2004, entitled 
Woven Articles From Synthetic Self TWisted Yarns, Which 
claims the bene?t of the ?ling date of US. Provisional 
Patent Application No. 60/520,959 ?led Nov. 18, 2003, the 
disclosures of Which are incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Natural Wicker has been used in the manufacture of 
furniture, baskets and other articles for many centuries. The 
casual, informal appearance of Wicker has made it especially 
popular for use in enclosed porches and other informal 
settings in homes, hotels and other establishments. Natural 
Wicker, hoWever, has had limited use in the outdoor furniture 
market, including patio furniture, pool fumiture and the like. 
This is because natural Wicker softens and Weakens When 
Wet, and is more susceptible to rotting and mildeW than 
many other natural and man-made furniture materials. 

[0003] Woven Wicker typically comprises a Weft yarn, i.e., 
a yarn running straight through the Woven material, and a 
Warp yarn, i.e., a yarn that is Woven around the Weft yarn. 
Numerous styles of Weave are used in the manufacture of 
Wicker furniture. The various styles of Weave result in a 
different look, feel, strength and Weight of the ?nished 
Woven product. In a simple Weave pattern, the Weft yarns are 
spaced apart and arranged parallel to each other. The Warp 
yarns are Woven over and under alternating Weft yarns. 
Adjacent Warp yarns pass on opposite sides of a given Weft 
yarn. 

[0004] Polymer yarns have also been used to manufacture 
Wicker-like furniture. By Way of example, a polymer yarn is 
knoWn Which is constructed as an elongated body, such as of 
indeterminate length, having a core surrounded by a sheath 
of polyvinylchloride (PVC) outer coating, for example, 
foamed and non foamed PVC material. Foamed PVC mate 
rial gives greater volume With less material. The outer 
coating may be formed of other synthetic materials such as 
polyamides, polyesters and the like. The yarn is typically 
made in a single step using a coextrusion process, as is 
knoWn in the art. The inner core may include a single 
?lament of polyester, or may include a plurality of polyester 
?laments bundled to form a single core. In addition, the core 
may be formed of other materials than polyester such as 
metal, mono?lament or stranded, such as polyamides and 
the like. The core is designed to give the yarn greater 
mechanical strength over yarns formed only of polymer 
material. This is considered more important When the outer 
layer is constructed from foamed polymer material. 

[0005] The polymer yarn being constructed from foamed 
PVC material results in a lack of uniformity in the foaming 
of the PVC material during the extrusion process. This 
produces a yarn Which lacks a uniform cylindrical appear 
ance. Speci?cally, the outer surface of the yarn is deformed, 
such as by having undulations, mounds and/or depressed 
areas along the length of the yarn. The deformed shape of the 
outer surface of the yarn results in the yarn having a more 
natural look to that of real Wicker. It is also knoWn to provide 
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the exterior surface of the polymer yarn With one or more 
random stripes of a contrasting color and/or one or more 
random grooves. The stripes and grooves can be continuous 
and/or intermittent along the exterior surface of the yarn. 
The yarn, hoWever, can also have a more uniform cylindrical 
shape, as Well as other shapes such as square, oval, ?at, 
triangular and the like. Polymer yarns as thus far described 
are knoWn from US. Pat. Nos. 5,704,690, 5,845,970 and 
6,179,382; as Well as US. Design Pat. Nos. 395,171, 474, 
614 and 409,001; the disclosures of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference. As in the case of natural Wicker, 
polymer yarns have been Woven into a Woven material, 
Which has been used in the manufacture of casual furniture 
suitable for the outdoor furniture market, including patio 
furniture, as Well as for indoor use. 

[0006] There is knoWn tWisted composite yarns for use in 
manufacturing synthetic Woven material for furniture 
articles in Applicant’s US. Pat. Nos. 6,625,970, 6,705,020 
and 6,725,640, the disclosures of Which are incorporated 
herein by reference. These patents disclose various methods 
of heat setting multiple strand tWisted yarns and forming 
same into a Woven material for use in forming, for example, 
seat and back portions of a furniture article. The tWisted 
yarns are used as both the Weft yarns and the Warp yarns to 
form the Woven portion, Which is adhered to a frame of a 
furniture article. There is also disclosed the application of 
multiple strands tWisted and single strand non-tWisted syn 
thetic yarns for use in manufacturing synthetic Woven mate 
rial for furniture articles in Applicant’s co-pending applica 
tion Ser. No. 10/158,629, entitled “Combination Weave 
Using TWisted and Non-TWisted Yarn” Which Was ?led on 
May 30, 2002, the disclosure of Which is also incorporated 
herein by reference. This latter application discloses various 
methods of providing a more comfortable seat portion 
through the use of non-tWisted yarn strands as the Warp 
yarns. 

[0007] The aforementioned also disclose forming a Weave 
from various combinations of tWisted and/or non-tWisted 
synthetic yarns Which are adhered prior to or after the 
Weaving process to the frame of an article of fumiture. The 
Woven synthetic material is subsequently heat set by placing 
the article of furniture having the Weave thereon into an oven 
in accordance With the disclosed process. The heat setting 
process stabiliZes the Weft and Warp yarns to inhibit their 
shifting Within the Weave, as Well as heat setting individual 
tWisted strands of polymer yarn Which may be used as the 
Weft and Warp yarns. It has been observed, hoWever, that the 
heat setting process results in elongation of the polymer 
strands causing sagging of the Woven panels particularly in 
the seat and back rest portions Which span an unsupported 
area of the article frame. Although the slight sagging of the 
polymer Woven material does not affect the usability of the 
furniture article, it detracts from the aesthetic appeal of the 
article to the consumer. 

[0008] It is therefore desirable to provide improvements in 
the manufacture of polymer Woven material for use in 
furniture articles and accessories therefore including, for 
example, the use of tWisted strands of polymer yarn and heat 
set Woven material therefrom. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] In accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention, there is described a Woven panel comprising a 
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plurality of polymer ?rst yarns Woven together With a 
plurality of polymer self-tWisted second yarns. 

[0010] In accordance With another embodiment of the 
present invention, there is described an article of furniture 
comprising a frame having the shape of an article of furni 
ture, and a Woven panel attached to the frame, the Woven 
panel comprising a plurality of polymer ?rst yarns Woven 
together With a plurality of polymer self-tWisted second 
yarns. 

[0011] In accordance With another embodiment of the 
present invention, there is described a method of reducing 
sagging of the load bearing Woven portion of an article of 
furniture, the method comprising providing a frame having 
the shape of an article of fumiture, attaching a Woven 
portion to the frame, the Woven portion formed by Weaving 
together a plurality of polymer ?rst yarns With a plurality of 
polymer self-tWisted second yarns, and heating the Woven 
portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] The above description, as Well as further objects, 
features and advantages of the present invention Will be 
more fully understood With reference to the folloWing 
detailed description of Woven Articles from Synthetic Yarns, 
When taken in conjunction With the accompanying draWings, 
Wherein: 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a top plan vieW ofa portion of a single 
strand of a polymer yarn in accordance With one embodi 

ment; 

[0014] FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW of a self-tWisted polymer 
yarn in accordance With another embodiment; 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional vieW of a polymer yarn 
having nodes in accordance With another embodiment; 

[0016] FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic illustration shoWing one 
fabrication process for a self-tWisted polymer yarn; 

[0017] FIG. 5 is a top plan vieW of a composite yarn 
formed form tWisting multiple strands together in accor 
dance With another embodiment; 

[0018] FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic illustration shoWing one 
fabrication process for a composite tWisted yarn; 

[0019] FIG. 7 is a top plan vieW of a portion of a single 
strand of polymer yarn in accordance With one embodiment; 

[0020] FIG. 8 is a top plan vieW of a portion of a single 
strand of polymer yarn in accordance With another embodi 
ment; 

[0021] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of a portion of a single 
strand of polymer yarn in accordance With another embodi 
ment; 

[0022] FIG. 10 is a perspective vieW of a skeletal frame of 
an article of furniture; 

[0023] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of an article of 
furniture including a Woven portion of polymer yarn; and, 

[0024] FIG. 12 is a top plan vieW of Woven material 
constructed by Weaving polymer yarn in accordance With an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0025] In describing the preferred embodiments of the 
subject matter illustrated and to be described With respect to 
the draWings, speci?c terminology Will be resorted to for the 
sake of clarity. HoWever, the invention is not intended to be 
limited to the speci?c terms so selected, and is to be 
understood that each speci?c term includes all technical 
equivalence Which operate in a similar manner to accom 
plish a similar purpose. 

[0026] Referring to the draWings, Wherein like reference 
numerals represent like elements, there is shoWn in FIG. 1 
in accordance With an embodiment of the present invention 
a single strand of yarn preferably of PVC material of 
indeterminate length designated generally by reference 
numeral 100. In the preferred embodiment, the yarn 100 has 
a core 102 of polyester material or metal as previously 
described surrounded by a polymer sheath 104 of polymer 
material such as PVC material. The core 102 may be 
centered or eccentric Within the sheath 104. The yarn 100 
may be made as a single strand of polymer material of the 
type and construction as described in the aforementioned 
patents Which have been incorporated herein by reference. 
As such, the yarn 100 may have a uniform outer surface 
and/or cross-section, or one Which is deformed along its 
outer surface and has a non-uniform cross-section over its 
length, and one in Which the outer sheath 104 is foamed or 
not foamed. HoWever, other sheaths 104 or cores 102 of 
polymer material of a different construction or polymer 
material are also contemplated for use in producing a yarn 
100 and a Weave of Woven material in accordance With the 
present invention. 

[0027] There is shoWn in FIG. 2 in accordance With 
another embodiment of the present invention a single strand 
of a tWisted yarn preferably of PVC material of indetermi 
nate length designated generally by reference numeral 106. 
The yarn 106 also has a core 102 of polyester material as 
previously described surrounded by an outer sheath 106. As 
such, the yarn 106 may have a uniform outer surface and/or 
cross-section, or one Which is deformed along its outer 
surface and has a non-uniform cross-section over its length, 
and one in Which the outer sheath 108 is foamed or not 
foamed. HoWever, other sheaths 108 of polymer material of 
a different construction or polymer material are also con 
templated for use in producing a self-tWisted yarn 106 and 
a Weave of Woven material in accordance With the present 
invention. The tWisted yarn 106 may also be referred to 
herein as a self-tWisted yarn 106 or a single tWisted yarn 106. 

[0028] Yarns 100, 106 can be of any shape, siZe, surface 
ornamentation and/ or color. For example, the yarns 100, 106 
may be ?at, oval, square, rectangular, polygonal, etc. It is 
also contemplated that any variation of the yarns 100, 106 
can be utiliZed in forming a Woven portion. By Way of one 
example, the yarn 100, 106 may be co-extruded from 
polymer material of different colors. In this regard, a portion 
of the yarn 100, 106 extending longitudally along its length 
may be one color, and other portions co-extruded of different 
colors or polymer material. When the yarn 100 is tWisted, 
the varying colors Will provide the self-tWisted yarn 106 
With a unique ornamental appearance of tWisted multi 
colored yarns notWithstanding that only a single yarn is 
used. Thus, it is to be understood, that various constructions 
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of polymer yarns 100, 106 as described may be Woven to 
form a Woven material having various aesthetic appear 
ances. 

[0029] Referring to FIG. 3, there is shown another 
embodiment of a strand of a yarn 105 having a main outer 
sheath or layer 107 and a central core 102 similar in 
construction to yarns 100/106. The yarn 105 is further 
provided With one or more protrusions or nodes 109 Which 
may be formed contemporaneously With formation, e.g., 
co-extrusion, of the yarn 105. The protrusions 109 may be 
of any shape or siZe desired. In this regard, it is contemplated 
that the protrusions 109 Will be of different siZe than the 
main outer layer 107 of the yarn 105. However, it is also 
contemplated that each of the protrusions 109 may have a 
similar shape to the main outer layer 107, each of the 
protrusions 109 being of the same or different siZe With 
respect to each other. 

[0030] Any number of protrusions 109 may be co-ex 
truded With the main outer layer 107. It is also contemplated 
that the color of the protrusions 109 may be different from 
each other, as Well as being different from the main outer 
layer 107 of the yarn 105. It is further contemplated that the 
protrusions 109 may or may not include a core 102. It is still 
further contemplated that the protrusions 109 may have any 
surface ornamentation, contour, grooves, lines or the like as 
may be desired, Which may or may not be included on the 
surface of the main outer layer 107. The protrusions 109 Will 
provide additional texture to the yarn 105. Furthermore, by 
providing the protrusions 109 of different colors, as Well as 
being of a different color to the main outer layer 107 of the 
yarn 105, a unique aesthetic appearance Will be provided to 
the strand upon tWisting and Weaving into a Woven material. 
It is further contemplated that the protrusions 109 can be 
co-extruded along the entire length of the yarn 105. HoW 
ever, it is also contemplated that the protrusions 109 may be 
longitudal segments of varying lengths along the longitudi 
nal outer surface of the yarn 105. 

[0031] Referring noW to FIG. 4, there Will be described 
one process of manufacturing a self-tWisted yarn 106 from 
a non-tWisted yarn 100. As shoWn, there is provided a source 
110 of a continuous length of a single yarn 100 of polymer 
material. Generally, the source 110 Will be in the nature of 
a spool of an indeterminate length yarn 100 of the polymer 
material. It is contemplated, hoWever, that the source 110 
can be any apparatus suitable for retaining the yarn 100 and 
feeding the yarn to conduct the process herein. The yarn may 
also be provided directly from an extruder. 

[0032] The individual yarn 100 may initially be fed from 
the spool into an oven 112 Which is heated to a predeter 
mined temperature. In the case of PVC material, an oven 
temperature in one example of about 270° F. is contem 
plated. The function of heating the yarn 100 is to reduce its 
memory retention properties so as to inhibit the yarn from 
untWisting prior to Weaving. HoWever, the heating process is 
not essential or required of the present invention, and if used, 
can be accomplished at other oven temperatures. The tem 
perature of the oven 112 Will generally take into consider 
ation the type of the polymer material forming the yarn 100, 
as Well as the linear rate in Which the yarn passes through the 
oven 112, for example, the residence time in the oven 112. 
Based upon the oven temperature and residence time of the 
yarn 100 Within the oven 112, the yarn can be heated to a 
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temperature to relieve or reduce its memory properties. For 
example, typically beloW its softening temperature, although 
higher temperatures are contemplated. Accordingly, loWer 
temperatures With longer residence times and higher tem 
peratures With shorter residence times are contemplated. It is 
to be understood that the higher temperature of the yarn, the 
greater likelihood and degree of adherence or bonding 
betWeen the yarn When tWisted or attained When heated after 
tWisting. 
[0033] It can be appreciated that the temperature of the 
oven Will vary according to the particular polymer material 
forming the strand 100, as Well as the degree of memory 
relief desired of the strand 100. For polymer material most 
suitable for use in accordance With the present invention, a 
temperature range of 200 to 450° F., and more preferably 
about 250 to 375° F. is contemplated. HoWever, as the basis 
for determining the oven temperature and residence time 
have been described herein, it is to be understood that other 
temperatures can be selected for suitable use With any 
polymer material in Which to form a self-tWisted strand 106. 

[0034] As the yarn 100 exits the oven 112, it passes 
through a conventional tWisting apparatus 114. The tWisting 
apparatus 114 is operative for tWisting the yarn 100 to form 
the self-tWisted yarn 106 as best shoWn in FIG. 2. It is Well 
recogniZed in the art that a tWist occurs When the strand is 
tWisted to form either an s-tWist or a Z-tWist. These tWists 
correspond to clockWise and counter-clockWise tWists, and 
one is the mirror image of the other. An s-tWisted yarn Will 
look different than a Z-tWisted yarn in a Weave. In the case 

of a single yarn, the yarn Will tWist upon itself in a helix, 
thereby creating either an s-tWist or a Z-tWist, depending 
upon the tWisting direction. The tWisting apparatus 114 may 
be of any suitable construction such as knoWn in the art 
Where continuous lengths of ?laments or strands are tWisted. 

[0035] The self-tWisted yarn 106, if heated, may be subject 
to air-cooling, or optionally, passed through a cooling device 
116. The cooling device 116 may include a source of 
bloWing ambient air, or air chilled to aid in bringing the 
self-tWisted yarn 106 to room or ambient temperature. The 
resulting yarn 106 is subsequently Wound upon a spool 118. 
It is also contemplated that the tWisting apparatus 114 may 
be positioned before the oven 112, as Well as providing an 
oven to heat the yarn 106 after the yarn is Wound on the 
spool 118. It is also contemplated that the tWisting apparatus 
114 may be placed directly Within the oven 112. 

[0036] The yarn 100 is typically formed by hot extrusion 
of polymer material through a die. It is therefore contem 
plated that the yarn 100, While in a someWhat heated state 
after extrusion, may be tWisted in the tWisting apparatus 114, 
thereby eliminating the use of a separate oven 112. Depend 
ing upon the exit temperature of the yarn 100 from the 
extruder, the yarn may be alloWed to air cool or provided 
With a separate cooling device 116 for the yarn prior to 
tWisting. 

[0037] It is contemplated that only a slight heating of the 
yarn Will alloW the yarn to relax suf?ciently so as to retain 
its tWisted shape after tWisting, e.g., 80-l00° F. The heating 
Will provide the yarn With suf?cient memory loss to essen 
tially retain its tWisted shape. The yarn 106 may be heated 
prior to or after the tWisting operation. In addition, the yarn 
106 may be heated as a result of its hot extrusion from an 
extrusion die during its formation thereby eliminating the 
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need for any subsequent heating as previously described. 
Although it is preferred that the yarn 106 be heated to reduce 
some of its memory retention properties, it is not a require 
ment of the present invention that the yarn 100 be heated 
prior to Weaving the yarn into a Woven material for use in an 
article, such as an article of fumiture. In this regard, it is 
contemplated that the Woven material Will be heat set in an 
oven as to be described hereinafter. In another embodiment, 
the yarn 100 is tWisted at room temperature by a ?lament 
tWisting apparatus and the tWisted yarn is then Wound to a 
spool. The tWisted yarn 100 is then unWound from the spool 
into an oven for heat setting. The heat set tWisted yarn 100 
is subject to air-cooling, or optionally, passed through a 
cooling device, and reWound to spool. 

[0038] Referring to FIG. 5, there is shoWn a composite 
tWisted yarn of indeterminate length designated generally by 
reference numeral 120. The composite yarn 120 is made of 
tWo yarns 100 of polymer material and can be of the type and 
construction as described herein Which are tWisted together. 
Although the composite yarn 120 has been illustrated as 
comprising tWo yarns 100, it is to be understood that the yarn 
can be constructed from greater than tWo yarns if so desired. 
It is not required that the yarns 100 be identical in siZe, 
shape, surface, appearance, coloration and/ or surface con 
?guration. 

[0039] Referring noW to FIG. 6, there Will be described a 
process of manufacturing a composite tWisted yarn 120 in 
accordance With one embodiment of the present invention, 
similar to the process of forming the self-tWisted yarn 106. 
As shoWn, there is provided a source 110 of a continuous 
length of a yarn 100 of polymer material. A similar source 
110 is provided for a continuous length of another yarn 100 
of polymer material. Generally, the sources 110 Will be in the 
nature of a spool of an indeterminate length of the yarn 100 
of the polymer material. 

[0040] The individual yarns 100 are fed concurrently from 
the spools into an oven 112 for heating the yarns to a 
predetermined temperature Whereby the memory character 
istics of the yarns are reduced or substantially eliminated. It 
is also contemplated that the yarns 100 can be heated to a 
su?icient temperature Whereby the yarns Will soften so as to 
at least partially adhere to each other over their outer surface 
upon cooling. The temperature of the yarns 100 to achieve 
adhesion therebetWeen Will be higher than required to cause 
the yarns to lose their memory characteristics. The tempera 
ture of the oven 112 Will take into consideration the type of 
polymer material forming the yarns 100, as Well as the linear 
rate in Which the yarns pass through the oven for example, 
the residence time in the oven. Although the process has 
been described as heating both of the yarns 100, it is 
contemplated to heat only one of the yarns. The other yarn 
100 may be at room temperature or heated to a different 
temperature in a separate oven. 

[0041] As the heated yarns 100 exit the oven 112, they 
pass through a conventional ?lament tWisting apparatus 122. 
The tWisting apparatus 122 is operative for tWisting the tWo 
yarns 100 together to form the composite tWisted yarn 120. 
The tWisting apparatus 122 may be of any suitable construc 
tion such as knoWn in the rope art Where continuous lengths 
of ?laments are tWisted together. Suf?ciently heating one of 
the elongated yarns 100 of polymer material causes the 
yarns upon tWisting to at least partially adhere to one another 
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to prevent their unraveling. HoWever, it is not a requirement 
that the yarn adhere to each other. The tWisting process may 
occur either before or after the heating process. The heating 
may take place either in an oven 112 or as a result of the 
yarns 100 being formed by hot extrusion of the polymer 
material through a die. 

[0042] It is also contemplated that the spools 110 of the 
source yarn may be placed in an oven to preheat the yarn 100 
to the desired temperature prior to tWisting. It is also 
contemplated that heating may be provided by placing the 
tWisting apparatus 114 in an oven or arrange suitable heaters 
around the tWisting apparatus, or heating the spools 118 of 
the composite tWisted yarn 120. 

[0043] It is also contemplated that a slight heating of at 
least one yarn 100 Will alloW the yarn to relax so as to tWist 
With an additional yarn, and retain its tWisted shape upon 
cooling. HoWever, it is not a requirement that the yarns 100 
be heated When making a composite tWisted yarn 120. The 
composite tWisted yarn 120 can be heat set after forming a 
Weave therefrom as to be described hereinafter. It is there 
fore not a requirement that the yarns 100 be adhered to each 
other along any portion of their length such as by heating at 
least one of the strands to about its softening temperature. 

[0044] The yarns 100, 106 have been described as includ 
ing a core 102. The present invention speci?cally contem 
plates the use of a yarn Without a core, Woven With a yarn 
100, 106 having a supporting core. The manufacture of a 
yarn With a core 102 often results in sloWer processing 
speeds With the attendant increased manufacturing cost. In 
addition, yarns having a core have limitations as to the shape 
of the yarn. For example, it is not typically possible to 
produce a thin ?at yarn containing a core. By eliminating the 
core, additional designs of the yarn can be achieved in the 
Woven material. HoWever, as a coreless yarn generally lacks 
mechanical strength, it has been discovered that Woven 
panels formed from both coreless and core yarns Will 
provide the necessary strength for use of the Woven material 
in the various articles of fumiture and the like as described 
herein. Previously, it Was believed that coreless yarns Would 
not be usable in Woven material for certain applications 
Which Were load bearing, for example, the seat and backrest 
portions of an article of furniture. 

[0045] As shoWn in FIG. 7, a coreless yarn 124 may be 
similar in construction to yarn 100, except for the elimina 
tion of the core 102, i.e., having a solid polymer core of the 
same yarn material. Referring to FIG. 8, coreless yarn 126 
is similar to yarn 124, but includes a holloW region 128 or 
void. The holloW region 128 is devoid of any material. By 
having a holloW region 128, the coreless yarn 126 may be 
described as having a body devoid of a core of a material 
different from the material forming the yarn, as the holloW 
region is not considered a material, rather a void or the 
absence of any material. As such, it is contemplated that 
during the Weaving process, the yarn 126 Will have a 
tendency to ?atten at certain locations, providing the Weave 
With a different appearance. The holloW region 128 may be 
of various siZes and Will typically extend along the entire 
length of the yarn 126, and may be centered or off-centered 
Within the yarn 126. 

[0046] Referring to FIG. 9, there is shoWn a ?at coreless 
yarn 130. By ?at, it is meant that the yarn 130 has a thickness 
to Width ration of greater than about 1:2. HoWever, the 
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thickness to Width ratio can be as large as desired, for 
example, 1:5, 1:10, 1:15, etc. The ratio Will be dictated by 
the aesthetic effect desired by the Weave resulting form the 
use of the coreless yarn 130 in combination With yarns 
having a core 102. It is to be understood that the yarns 124, 
126, 130, as yarn 100, may be uniform or non-uniform, may 
be of any color or multiple colors, and may be of any siZe. 
The coreless yarn 130 may also have one or more holloW 
regions 128 Which may be centered or off-centered Within 
the yarn. It is also contemplated that the yams 124, 126, 130 
can be formed from foamed PVC material such that the 
yarns have a deformed outer surface and a non-uniform 
cross-section over their entire length. It is also contemplated 
that other polymers may be used to form the yarns 124, 126, 
130, such as polyester and the like. 

[0047] There Will noW be described the use of yarns in 
forming a Woven portion. In accordance With one embodi 
ment, a plurality of yams, tWisted or non-tWisted and 
combinations thereof, are Woven to form a Woven material 
for forming portions of an article. It is to be understood that 
furniture and other items such as couches, chairs, rugs, 
aWning and sling material, tables, benches, stools, trunks, 
mats and the like can be produced in accordance With the 
teachings of the present invention. It is understood that any 
combination and construction of yarns as thus far described 
can be utiliZed in forming the Weave for such an article. Any 
variation of furniture type and yarn material is contemplated. 

[0048] As shoWn in FIGS. 10 and 11, a chair can be 
produced from a rigid skeletal frame 214 Which Will be 
covered With a Weave of Woven material produced from a 
composite Weave of yarns of the present invention. The 
frame 214, by Way of illustration only, provides an arm chair 
With a seat, a back rest, a pair of front legs, a pair of back 
legs and a pair of side arms. The seat 218 (see FIG. 10) is 
delineated by a connecting front member 220, a parallel 
spaced apart back member 222 and a pair of parallel spaced 
apart side members 224, 226. The front legs 228, 230 are 
constructed as parallel spaced apart vertical members joined 
to the free ends of the front member 220 and have outWardly 
turned extensions 232 providing the front legs With an 
L-shape. The front legs 228, 230 are arranged generally 
vertical to the ?oor as vieWed from the front and side of the 
chair 216. 

[0049] The back legs 234, 236 are constructed from an 
angular member attached to the free ends of the back 
member 222. The back legs 234, 236 have generally parallel 
spaced apart upper members 238 extending vertically from 
the back member 222 as vieWed from the front and side and 
generally parallel spaced apart loWer members 240. The 
loWer members 240 are arranged at a rearWardly extending 
angle as vieWed from the side and extend generally vertical 
from the back member 222 as vieWed from the rear of the 
chair 216. 

[0050] A generally U-shaped member 242 includes a 
center section 244 connected across the free ends of the 
upper members 238 of the back legs 234, 236 and a pair of 
curved spaced apart side arm members 246, 248 forming the 
side arms 250, 252 of the arm chair. The free ends of the side 
arm members 246, 248 are attached to the free ends of the 
extensions 232 of the respective front legs 228, 230. The 
side arm members 246, 248 are spaced apart Wider at their 
mouth Where they connect to the extensions 232 than Where 
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they form the center section 244. This arranges the side arms 
250, 252 outWardly of the side members 224, 226. The upper 
members 238 of the back legs 234, 236, the back member 
222 and center section 244 delineate the back 254 of the 
chair 216. 

[0051] A secondary frame can be used to provide attach 
ment support for the Woven material utiliZed in covering the 
frame 214. Speci?cally, a generally U-shaped elongated rod 
256 having a shape conforming substantially to the shape of 
the U-shaped member 242 is connected thereto in underly 
ing relationship by means of a plurality of spaced apart ribs 
258. Another secondary support frame is positioned betWeen 
the front and back legs 228, 230, 234, 236 underlying the 
seat 218. This secondary frame is constructed from a front 
rod 260 connected betWeen the front legs 228, 230, a back 
rod 262 connected betWeen the back legs 234, 236 and a pair 
of side rods 264, 266 arranged in parallel spaced apart 
relationship connected betWeen the front rod 260 and back 
rod 262 inWardly of their terminal ends. An additional front 
rod 268 may be positioned betWeen the front legs 228, 230 
underlying front rod 260. 

[0052] The frame 214 is covered by Weaving, for example, 
the yarns into a Woven material to form panels of Woven 
material directly on the frame, i.e., in situ. The chair 216 can 
also be fabricated by Weaving any of the yarns as described 
in any combination into pre-Woven material panels Which 
are then attached to the frame 214. As shoWn, the chair 216 
includes a seat portion 218, a front skirt portion 270, a back 
rest portion 254 and side portions 272. The front and back 
legs 228, 230, 234, 236 may be Wrapped With a continuous 
length of yarn. Aplurality of individual yarns are attached to 
various portions of the frame 214, for example, to the 
secondary frame as previously described. 

[0053] In one embodiment, a plurality of individual self 
tWisted yarns 106 are Woven With other yams, or as they are 
attached to the frame 214 into a predetermined Weave 
pattern. Some yarns are the Weft yarn, While others are the 
Warp yarn, as previously discussed. It is also contemplated 
that non-tWisted yarn 100 and other types of yarn, for 
example, multiple tWisted composite yarns and/or multiple 
tWisted yarns, and those disclosed in the aforementioned 
applications and patents can be Woven together to form such 
Woven material. By combining yams of various appearance 
and characteristics, various aesthetic and textural effects can 
be obtained. 

[0054] It is contemplated that the core yarns 100, 106 by 
virtue of their core 102 Will provide suf?cient strength for 
the Woven material formed therefrom, notwithstanding the 
absence ofa core Within the coreless yarns 122, 124, 130 if 
used in a Weave. Generally, it is contemplated that the core 
yarns 100, 106 Will run in the Weft direction in the Woven 
material, While the coreless yarns 122, 124, 130 Will run in 
the Warp direction, hoWever, this is not a requirement of the 
present invention. It is further contemplated that a mixture 
of coreless and core yarns forming the Weft and/or Warp 
yarns can be Woven into a Woven material. 

[0055] It is further contemplated that a tWisted strand can 
be tWisted together With another strand of typically smaller 
diameter. The smaller diameter strand may be similarly 
tWisted as previously described or may be untWisted. It is 
further contemplated that a plurality of smaller diameter 
strands may be tWisted together With one or more tWisted 
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strands. The aforementioned strands may be of different 
coloration, surface appearance, and con?guration, such as 
having projections 206, 208 and the like. By combining 
strands of various characteristics, various aesthetic and 
textural effects can be obtained. The single tWist strands can 
form the Weft or Warp yarns in a Woven material. The other 
strands, i.e., Weft or Warp stands can be formed of other 
polymer strands, for example, multiple strands of tWisted 
yarn as described With respect to the aforementioned appli 
cations or patents. In multiple tWist stands, it is not required 
that the individual strands be of the same diameter. Accord 
ingly, it is contemplated that a larger diameter strand can be 
tWisted together With one or more smaller diameter strands. 
In this case, it is contemplated by Way of example, that the 
small diameter yarns are not required to have a core, Which 
Will be present in the larger diameter yarn. As such, the core 
in the larger diameter yarn Will provide the necessary 
physical strength for the resulting tWisted yarn. HoWever, it 
is contemplated that the smaller diameter yarns may also 
have a core of smaller siZe than the core in the larger 
diameter yarn. Collectively, the number of cores and their 
respective siZe Will provide the requisite strength for the 
composite tWisted yarn. 

[0056] In a further embodiment of the present invention, a 
Weave of Woven material may be formed from Weft and 
Warp yarns, Which have ?at and/or generally cylindrical 
shape. For example, the Weft or Warp yarn may be formed 
from a plurality of generally ?at polymer yarn 130 such as 
those disclosed in US. Pat. No. Des. 474,614, Woven in 
combination With one or more generally cylindrical yarns 
such as those disclosed in any one of the aforementioned 
applications and patents. The individual cylindrical yarns 
may be tWisted or non-tWisted, and similarly, the ?at yarn 
may be tWisted or non-tWisted. The ?at yarn may also be 
foamed or non-foamed and provided With a core 102 as 
previously described. HoWever, ?at yarns generally are not 
of suf?cient siZe to accommodate a core, or one Which Will 
provide the strand With suf?cient strength. Hence, it is 
contemplated that the core yarn by virtue of its core 102 Will 
provide suf?cient strength for the Woven material formed 
therefrom, notWithstanding the absence of a core With in the 
?at yarn. Generally, it is contemplated that the cylindrical 
yarns Will run in one direction in the Woven material, While 
the ?at yarns Will run in the other direction, i.e., being either 
the Weft or Warp yarns. HoWever, it is further contemplated 
that a mixture of ?at and cylindrical yarns forming the Weft 
and/or Warp yarns can be Woven into a Woven material. 

[0057] It is knoWn that the individual yarns can shift 
Within the Weave during use of the chair 216. Heat setting 
the Woven material on the chair 216 aids in preventing the 
yarns from shifting Within the different portions of the chair. 
The entire chair 216 With the Woven portion attached can be 
placed into an oven similar to oven 112 in order to heat set 
the attached Woven material similar to that used in the 
production of the composite tWisted yarn 120. In the case of 
the chair 216, it is contemplated that the oven Will be a batch 
oven, as opposed to a continuous oven 112 as described With 
respect to the manufacture of the composite tWisted yarn 
120. In this regard, the oven Will typically be of suf?cient 
siZe to hold a plurality of chairs 216. The chairs 216 Will 
remain in the oven 112 at a predetermined temperature for 
a predetermined residence time to cause the yarns to heat set 
Whereby contiguous portions of the yarn may bond together 
Within the Weave When the chair is removed from the oven 

May 11, 2006 

and alloWed to cool. The cooling process may take place 
either Within the oven or outside the oven by being subjected 
to ambient air. In addition, it is also contemplated that a 
source of chilled air may be bloWn over the heated chairs 
116 either in a con?ned housing or in an open area. The 
temperature and residence time for the oven for heat setting 
the Woven polymer material are similar to those as thus far 
described With respect to the tWisted strands. 

[0058] The heat setting process stabiliZes the Weft and 
Warp yarns to inhibit their shifting Within the Weave, as Well 
as heat setting individual yarns Which may be used as the 
Weft and Warp yarns. It has been discovered that heat setting 
of the Woven material using certain polymer yarns causes 
the Woven material to sag thereby detracting from the 
aesthetic appeal of the article. By using self-tWisted yarns 
106 as either the Weft or Warp yarns, either alone or in 
combination With other yarns as described herein, it has been 
discovered that sagging is substantially eliminated during 
the heat setting process of the Woven polymer material. As 
such, the use of the self-tWisted yarns 106 of the present 
invention has been found to overcome the sagging problem 
of the seat and backrest portions of the furniture articles 
incurred When heat setting other Woven material. 

[0059] Although in accordance With the preferred embodi 
ment, the Woven material is formed in situ on the frame, it 
is contemplated that panels of pre-Woven material may be 
adhered to the frame and subsequently heat set by placing 
the article of furniture in an oven as thus far described. It is 
therefore contemplated that portions of the article of furni 
ture may be formed With Woven material in situ, other 
portions by attaching panels of pre-Woven material thereto, 
as Well as variations thereof. In any event, the article of 
furniture can be placed in an oven to heat set the Woven 
material. It is also contemplated that pre-Woven material 
may be placed in an oven for heat setting, prior to adherence 
to the article of furniture, thereby doing aWay With the need 
to heat set the entire article of fumiture. 

[0060] An example of a process for bonding or adhering 
Woven strands of PVC material together Without the appli 
cation of heat can be achieved by the application of a 
suitable paint composition, and optionally, folloWed by 
application of a ?uid material having thinner or solvent-like 
properties for the paint composition. The method according 
to one embodiment generally utiliZes various knoWn paint 
compositions Which are suitable for coating PVC material, 
e.g., paint compositions having adhesion properties to PVC 
material; and thinners for use With such PVC paint compo 
sitions and/or solvents for the PVC material. While speci?c 
examples of PVC paint compositions are described beloW, it 
is recogniZed that other knoWn compositions for adhering to 
PVC material can be used. Paint compositions are those 
Which include a ?lm forming component, a color component 
and at least one solvent or thinner. In PVC paint composi 
tions, the ?lm forming component can be PVC material. In 
one embodiment, examples of paints suitable for coating 
PVC material have the folloWing chemical compositions: 

Compound: Wt. % 

Thermoplastic Acrylic Resin 5465 
Color 18422 
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-continued 

Compound: Wt. % 

Dispersant 0.4?0.6 
Defoamer 0.1*0.3 
Plasticizer Agent 3*5 
Anti-Settling Agent 0.2*0.4 
Solvents 20-Oct 

EXAMPLE 1 

[0061] 

Compound: Wt. % 

Methyl Ethyl Ketone 5.3 
Methyl Ethyl Butyl Ketone 58.6 
Cyclohexanone 12.9 
1-Methoxy 2-Propyl Acetate 3.3 
Ethyl 3 Ethoxypropionate 4.96 
Vinyl Acrylic Ester Copolymer 3.98 
Acrylic Copolymer 9.49 
Methyl Methacrylate 0.12 
Butyl BenZyl Phthalate 0.99 
Pentamethylpiperidine 0.2 
Cellulose Acetate Butyrate 0.5 
Polyether Modi?ed Methyl 0.2 
Polysiloxane i 

Pigments i 

EXAMPLE 2 

[0062] Paint compositions suitable for coating PVC mate 
rial are well known in the art. An additional example is 
Krylon® Fusion manufactured by the Krylon Product Group 
which is part of the Sherwin Williams Company. It is 
contemplated that other such paint compositions suitable for 
coating PVC material can be used. Typically, such paint 
compositions contain solvents suitable for use with PVC 
material. Examples of such solvents include toluene, tet 
rahydrofuran, and ketones including methyl ethyl ketone, 
cyclohexanone and acetone. It is contemplated that the 
thinners and the solvents suitable for use in the present 
invention may be the same composition. In many cases, 
chemical compositions present in PVC cements are also 
utilized in PVC paint compositions. It is contemplated that 
other solvents and chemical compositions can be included in 
compositions suitable for coating PVC material. Further, 
where the woven material is of other than PVC polymer 
material, suitable paints and thinners therefore or solvents 
for the selected polymer would be used in accordance with 
the present invention. 

[0063] In conjunction with the above-discussed PVC paint 
compositions, one suitable thinner or solvent for use in the 
method is acetone. In a preferred embodiment, acetone is 
used in conjunction with the above-described compositions 
of examples 1 and 2. It is contemplated that other thinners 
or solvents known in the art can be used with the above 
examples such as those described above, as well as with 
other coatings. 

[0064] In one embodiment, woven material is formed 
which includes PVC yams of any con?guration or design, 
such as twisted or non-twisted. The woven material is coated 
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with a PVC paint composition using any suitable coating 
technique such as spray painting. Before the coating on the 
woven PVC material has dried, a cloth or other material, 
soaked or saturated with a thinner or solvent according to 
that described above, is wiped across all surfaces of the 
painted woven PVC material. This removes a portion of the 
PVC paint applied in the painting step and partially saturates 
the crevasses or interstices of the woven PVC material with 
the thinner or solvent in combination with the residual PVC 
paint. It is also contemplated that the solvent can be applied 
by spraying, with or without wiping or removing any of the 
PVC paint previously applied. Where wiping of the PVC 
paint is not performed, the woven material will only have a 
minor, if any, washed-out appearance. 

[0065] After drying of the PVC paint and solvent, this 
process causes contiguous portions of the yams within the 
woven portions to bond together, thereby accomplishing 
generally the same result as described above without the 
need for subjecting the woven PVC material to heat setting. 
It is also contemplated that the ?nished coated woven PVC 
material can be heated to evaporate any residual thinner or 
solvent, which will also eliminate any residual odor and 
further enhance the bonding process. Heating can be accom 
plished if desired in an oven at a low temperature, e.g., 
below about 250° E, which will also cause the yams to heat 
set. The lower temperatures prevent the polymer yarns from 
obtaining a shiny look when heat set at higher temperatures. 
The additional heat set can also be accomplished after air 
drying the PVC paint. 

[0066] Although it is preferred that a thinner or solvent be 
applied to the painted woven PVC material, this is not a 
requirement of the present invention. In this regard, the PVC 
paint composition upon drying in the crevasses or interstices 
of the woven material will itself bond the yarns together in 
a similar affect as heat setting the woven PVC material. It is 
contemplated that the use of the thinner or solvent will help 
the PVC paint composition penetrate into the crevasses, as 
well as acting as an additional bonding agent for the PVC 
material. However, it is also contemplated that this method 
of applying PVC and non PVC paint and solvent or thinner 
can also be practiced on polymer woven panels that have 
previously been heat set with the yarns already adhering to 
one another. In this regard, the PVC or non PVC paint will 
coat the yarns and ?ll in any interstices therebetween as 
previously described. By wiping off a portion of the paint 
coating with solvent or thinner, a washed out look can also 
be obtained. 

[0067] Additionally, while the preferred embodiment uses 
spray painting, it is contemplated that other methods of 
applying such paint, known to those skilled in the art, can be 
performed. It is also contemplated that other apparatus can 
be utilized to apply the thinner or solvents to the woven 
material. Such apparatus can be manually operated, or in 
another embodiment, can be adapted to be operated 
mechanically. Likewise, it is also contemplated that the time 
required for the drying of both the paint and the thinner may 
vary according to the amount or method of applying the 
substances, as well as drying temperature. 

[0068] This method of applying PVC paint and partially 
removing it with thinner or solvents also creates a unique 
aesthetic washed-out look upon the painted portions of the 
woven material which are non-uniformly coated with the 
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PVC paint. This Washed-out look can be accomplished 
utilizing the PVC paint discussed above, and also by the use 
of any paint suitable for covering the polymer yarns. Typical 
non PVC paints, that may generally have lesser adhesion to 
PVC material or the like, Will also alloW for a Washed-out 
look area, but Will not form as strong a bond of the Woven 
portion as previously described. The PVC paint thinner or 
PVC solvent helps the non-PVC paint to adhere to the PVC 
strands. The Washed-out look is both aesthetically pleasing 
and bene?cial by alloWing different colored articles of 
furniture to be manufactured from the same stock of syn 
thetic yarn. The color no longer depends exclusively upon 
the color of the yarn, Which is typically a generic color such 
as black, broWn, green or White, but rather upon the com 
bination of the color of the paint utiliZed and the color of the 
yarn. Additionally, the Washed-out look area is not a typical 
solid color, but rather a discontinuous shade consisting of the 
color of the yarn and the color of the paint. It is contemplated 
that different combinations of quantities, paint colors and 
types of paint thinner Will provide different Washed looks. 
For example, in another embodiment, vast quantities of paint 
can be applied in order to manufacture an article of furniture 
that is closer in color to that of the color of the paint. It is 
also contemplated to apply multiple colors of paint to the 
Woven material to obtain the desired color e?fect. 

[0069] In a preferred embodiment, this method is per 
formed on a chair 116 that is constructed in accordance With 
the disclosure herein. HoWever, it is contemplated that 
different articles of fumiture can be utilized having different 
style Weaves and/or material strands. While material like 
tWisted yarn strand 100, 200 can be employed, it is also 
recogniZed that other material, for example multiple strand 
tWisted yarn and non-tWisted strands, as disclosed in Appli 
cant’s application Ser. No. l0/l58,629 and patents, can also 
be bonded or fused through this method. In other Words, the 
method of bonding together a plurality of yarn strands, 
utiliZing paint and thinner or solvent can be performed on 
various yarn materials or constructions. 

[0070] It is also contemplated that paint compositions 
suitable for coating polymer yarns in Woven material of 
other than PVC material can be used. Polymers having 
properties different than that of PVC have suitable paint 
coatings knoWn in the art and such combinations can be 
utiliZed in accordance With the present invention. 

[0071] Although the invention herein has been described 
With reference to particular embodiments, it is to be under 
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stood that these embodiments are merely illustrative of the 
principles and application of the present invention. It is 
therefore to be understood that numerous modi?cations may 
be made to the illustrative embodiments and that other 
arrangements may be devised Without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the present invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. 

1. An article of fumiture comprising: 

a frame having the shape of an article of fumiture, a 
Woven panel attached to said frame, said Woven panel 
comprising a plurality of polymer yarns Woven 
together, at least one of said yarns comprising: 

an elongated body of polymer material, and at least one 
node protruding outWardly from said body and extend 
ing substantially in a longitudinal direction along at 
least a portion of the length thereof. 

2. The article of furniture of claim 1, Wherein said node 
has an irregular cross-sectional shape. 

3. The article of furniture of claim 1, Wherein the cross 
sectional siZe of said node is smaller than the cross-sectional 
siZe of said body. 

4. The article of furniture of claim 1, further including 
another node protruding from said body extending substan 
tially in a longitudinal direction along at least a portion of 
the length thereof spaced from the other node. 

5. The article of fumiture of claim 1, Wherein at least one 
of said body and said node includes a groove extending in 
a substantially longitudinal direction thereof. 

6. The article of fumiture of claim 1, Wherein at least one 
of said body and said node includes a representation of a 
stripe extending in a substantially longitudinal direction 
thereof. 

7. The article of furniture of claim 1, Wherein said body 
and said node are formed of foamed polymer material. 

8. The article of furniture of claim 1, Wherein a plurality 
of said yarns comprise self-tWisted yarns. 

9. The article of fumiture of claim 1, Wherein at least tWo 
of said yarns are tWisted together over their length to form 
a composite tWisted yarn. 

10. The article of fumiture of claim 1, Wherein said frame 
includes a a seat portion and a backrest portion. 

11. The article of fumiture of claim 10, Wherein said 
Woven panel is attached to said seat portion and said 
backrest portion. 


