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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a table Which is primarily used as an 
of?ce or conference table, is longer than 2.5 m, and com 
prises an upwardly open trough (2) as a substructure Which 
is arranged beneath the leaf (1) of the table and preferably 
consists of sheet metal Which is eg 2 mm thick. The leaf of 
the table (1) is connected in a ?xed manner to edges (25) 
Which are bent aWay from the trough (2), creating a sand 
Wich-type structure With mutual reinforcement of the leaf (1) 
of the table and the trough (2). Especially advantageously, 
the trough (2) has a trapezoidal cross-section. A grid of 
openings (210) in the trough (2) enables the feet (4) of the 
table to be mounted in any position. Additional appliance 
openings (211) are used to insert socket units (80), While 
installation openings (200) in the bottom (20) of the trough 
(2) as used as cable ducts. A height leveling device is 
provided in each foot (4). A particular advantage of the 
invention is the stability achieved With a relatively light 
structure, even for longer tables. 
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TABLE, ESPECIALLY OFFICE AND 
CONFERENCE TABLE 

FIELD OF APPLICATION OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a table of variable 
dimensions, in principle of square section or, in particular, of 
relatively long lengths, comprising a substructure, Which is 
supported by legs standing on a standing surface, and a 
tabletop placed onto the substructure. The table is primarily 
used in the o?ice and conference sector. This necessitates 
routing poWer supply and communication cables to the table 
and installing and accommodating them thereon. 

PRIOR ART 

[0002] Numerous designs of large-siZe tables are knoWn. 
Su?icient stability of the tables, primarily in the case of 
relatively large dimensions, in particular in the case of a 
relatively long construction, is made possible only by means 
of relatively solid understructures With complicated, mate 
rial-intensive and heavy frames, including the attaching of 
additionally supporting legs. This makes the tables more 
expensive, restricts the design freedom and generally 
requires the separate provision of cable ducts or cable clips 
for holding the electrical installations for supplying poWer 
and computer networking that are indispensable noWadays 
on o?ice and conference tables. 

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] In vieW of the previous disadvantages in the struc 
tural design of knoWn tables, the object of the invention is 
to propose a table having reliable stability even in the case 
of relatively large dimensions, in particular in the case of a 
relatively long construction. The intention here is for the 
substructure used to be able to be produced in a relatively 
simple manner and to be less costly and use less material and 
not to unduly increase the overall Weight. A further object of 
the invention is to be able to attach the legs to the table at 
selectable positions and to enable the supplying and accom 
modating of electrical installations for the supply of poWer 
and connection of netWorked computers. An additional 
object is to propose an effective height-leveling means, 
Which is practical in terms of handling and is visually 
unobtrusive, in the table legs in order to compensate for 
unevennesses in the standing surface. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] The table according to the invention comprises a 
substructure, Which is supported by legs placed on a stand 
ing surface, and a tabletop placed onto the substructure. The 
substructure is designed as an upWardly open trough Which 
is arranged beloW the tabletop. The tabletop is connected 
?xedly to the trough, thus resulting in a sandWich-like 
construction With mutual reinforcement of the tabletop and 
trough. 
[0005] The features beloW refer to special embodiments of 
the table: the trough has a rectangular, trapeZoidal, U-shaped 
or V-shaped cross section and has, at least on tWo opposite 
sides, plane elements Which are ?xed over their entire area 
or at a multiplicity of spot-type, ?xed connections to the 
underside of the tabletop. For square or approximately 
square tabletops, the trough likeWise has an at least approxi 
mately square area. By contrast, for elongate tabletops, the 
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trough has an elongated area and is arranged along the extent 
of the tabletop. The trough is then provided for tabletop 
lengths of preferably greater than 250 cm. In this connec 
tion, legs have to be provided only in the region of the front 
ends of the tabletop in each case, i.e. legs inserted in betWeen 
can be dispensed With. Only in the case of very long tables 
is the ?tting of additional legs recommended. 

[0006] The trough has an average Width Which is a mul 
tiple of the height, for example the Width is in the region of 
50 cm and the height is in the region of 10 cm, resulting in 
a ratio of 5:1. For visual and ergonomic reasons, the tabletop 
protrudes in each case With a lateral projecting length over 
the trough arranged beloW it, and there can also be a 
respective front projecting length. The plane elements are 
present at least on the tWo opposite longitudinal sides of the 
trough. In the case of troughs of larger dimensions Which are 
more square, it is advantageous to provide the plane ele 
ments on all sides. In the case of a V-shaped cross section, 
the trough has a trench line, Which is situated right at the 
bottom, or otherWise has a base, from Which a respective 
longitudinal ?ank extends to both sides, said longitudinal 
?anks merging in each case into an outWardly bent-over 
edge forming the plane elements. The base preferably con 
sists of sheet metal Which is, e.g., 2.0 mm thick. The ?xed 
connections betWeen the tabletop and the trough are pref 
erably spot-type screW connections; hoWever, they could 
also be adhesive gaps over the entire surface area. 

[0007] The trough is open at its end sides, but is preferably 
closed by a respective front surface. In this case, the front 
surfaces extend as far as the underside of the tabletop or a 
clearance remains toWard the tabletop. In one preferred 
embodiment, the base and the tWo longitudinal ?anks of the 
trough de?ne, in cross section, an upWardly Widening isos 
celes trapeZoid. A respective strip-shaped vertical section is 
situated, With reinforcing effect, between the longitudinal 
?anks and the plane elements. A respective vertical strip 
adjoining the oblique front surfaces ful?lls the same func 
tion. The gaps arising betWeen the converging front surfaces 
and longitudinal ?anks remain either open or are closed, and 
are preferably Welded together When sheet metal is used. 
The gaps present betWeen the converging vertical strips and 
vertical sections are also closed preferably by means of Weld 
seams. 

[0008] In the case of an elongated trough, the latter has a 
grid of apertures for attaching the legs in optional positions, 
the attached legs applying force into the edge around the 
apertures. In addition to the apertures for the legs, it is 
recommended to provide additional appliance apertures, for 
example for inserting socket units. Installation apertures 
Which are arranged in the base of the trough are advanta 
geous as a means of access for lines and/or installations. In 

the case of elongated troughs, the apertures for attaching the 
legs are preferably in the form of a mutually complementary 
grid in both longitudinal ?anks. In order to use the reinforc 
ing effect of bending edges, the apertures for attaching the 
legs should extend, on the one hand, nearly to the vertical 
sections and, on the other hand, nearly to the transitions from 
the base to the longitudinal ?anks. 

[0009] Each leg has, on its head portion, a ?ange edge 
Which, When ?tted on, engages at least virtually completely 
beloW the edge of the aperture selected for the positioning of 
the leg. In order to secure the attached leg, a mating plate is 
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provided Which covers the selected aperture from the inte 
rior of the trough and is screWed to the leg. 

[0010] The mating plate has a planar plate base and a 
bent-over plate edge encircling the latter. On the mating 
plate there are screWing elements for Which there are 
complementary screWing elements on the head portion of 
the leg. In the ?tted state, the plate edge of the mating plate 
sits on the edge of the aperture selected for the positioning 
of the leg, in a manner at least virtually completely encir 
cling it. The leg may be designed as a single leg or double 
leg, With one leg portion in each case extending from its 
head portion to the standing surface. In the case of the single 
leg, the leg portion is formed by a leg pro?le While, in the 
case of the double leg, tWo legs emerge from the head 
portion, said legs spreading apart and being formed in each 
case by a leg pro?le. 

[0011] A height-leveling device is contained in each leg. 
There emerges from each loWer leg end a base element 
Which is arranged displaceably, can be adjusted by means of 
the height-leveling device and the set-doWn surface of Which 
is supported on the standing surface. In the case of the single 
leg, the height-leveling device comprises an adjusting screW 
Which is accessible from the outside and is preferably 
arranged in the head portion. The adjusting screW carries 
along a slide rod Which is mounted in the leg pro?le in an 
axially displaceable manner in the leg portion and acts on the 
base element. In the case of the double leg, the height 
leveling device comprises an adjusting screW Which is 
arranged in the head portion, is accessible from the outside 
and carries along a rotating spindle on Which a rocker 
element is mounted in an oscillating manner. In the leg 
portion With the tWo legs spread apart, a respective axially 
displaceable slide rod is arranged in the respective leg 
pro?le of said legs. In this case, the upper ends of the tWo 
slide rods butt against the rocker element Which determines, 
by means of its set height position, the push-in depth of the 
slide rods, the slide rods acting on the respective base 
element. 

[0012] The base element has a cross section Which corre 
sponds in principle to the clear internal cross section of the 
leg pro?le at the loWer leg end. The set-doWn surface, Which 
is situated right at the bottom of the base element, is an 
oblique plane Which compensates for the oblique position of 
the leg portion With respect to the standing surface. The base 
element and the coupling element can together form an 
integral constructional unit. As an alternative to this, a 
separate coupling element, to Which the slide rod is fastened 
at the top and the base element is fastened at the bottom, is 
?tted betWeen the loWer end of a slide rod and a base 
element. The coupling element, Which is separate or is 
connected integrally to the base element, is arranged in the 
leg pro?le in a manner such that it can be displaced axially 
over a de?ned region. The leg pro?le has, in principle, a 
U-shaped cross section With a rear Wall and the tWo side 
Walls Which are adjacent to the latter and lie opposite each 
other. For increased stability, the double legs are attached to 
the trough in such a manner that the tWo legs de?ne a plane 
Which points in the longitudinal direction of the table. A leg 
covering is provided for covering the open side lying 
opposite the rear Wall. 

[0013] In a modi?ed embodiment, the legs are arranged 
With a correspondingly geometrically matched head portion 
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in the comer regions of the trough. In order to secure the 
individual leg thus attached, a mating plate Which is put in 
place from the interior of the trough is in turn to be screWed 
to the leg. 

[0014] Directly in the tabletop, there can be at least one 
aperture for passing cables through or for receiving a socket 
unit or for the insertion of a support Which, for example, 
bears a light. Structures are provided for arrangement at 
and/or on the tabletop, Which structures can easily be 
positioned or displaced or removed again, for example by 
sliding over the table edge. The folloWing formations are 
suitable as examples of structures of this type: 

[0015] a half-height, panel-shaped side screen Which 
constitutes a vertical delimitation on the table from the 
adjacent position and has, for example, an incision for 
securing it; 

[0016] a placemat Which lies on the tabletop, and there 
fore de?nes a Workplace and has, for example, a 
bent-over edge at the front for securing it; 

[0017] a utensil tray Which sits on the tabletop and has, 
for example, a bent-over edge at the front for securing 
it; 

[0018] a high, panel-shaped side screen With an upper 
part standing above the tabletop and a loWer part Which 
forms a vertical delimitation into the vicinity of the 
standing surface, the side screen being provided, for 
example, With an incision for securing it; 

[0019] a ?le/book rest Which sits on the tabletop and is 
provided, for example, With a bent-over edge at the 
front for securing it; and 

[0020] a collecting container Which extends essentially 
beloW the tabletop and has, for example, an incision 
Which is complementary to the edge of the tabletop, for 
securing it. 

[0021] The particular advantages of the table according to 
the invention reside essentially in the stability Which is 
achieved, even in the case of a relatively long construction; 
this being achieved While using a substructure in the form of 
a large-siZe trough that can be produced relatively simply 
and is less costly and uses less material. Its interior volume, 
the grid of apertures for attaching the legs and the further 
installation apertures enable the supplying and accommo 
dating of electrical devices and the optional positioning of 
the legs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE 
ACCOMPANYING DRAWINGS 

[0022] FIG. lAishows a table according to the inven 
tion, With individual legs, in a perspective vieW; 

[0023] FIG. lBishows the table according to FIG. 1A, 
in a front vieW of a longitudinal side; 

[0024] FIG. ICiShOWS the table according to FIG. 1A in 
a front vieW of an end side; 

[0025] FIG. ZAiShOWS a trough as a tabletop support for 
the table, in a perspective plan vieW; 

[0026] FIG. ZBiShOWS the trough according to FIG. 2A, 
in plan vieW; 
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[0027] FIG. 3AiShOWS the front region of FIG. 1A, in an 
enlarged illustration; 
[0028] FIG. 3BiShOWS the combination of tabletop and 
trough according to FIG. 3A, in a perspective vertical 
section; 
[0029] FIG. 4AiShOWS the front region of FIG. 1A, With 
the tabletop lifted off, in a perspective plan vieW; 

[0030] FIG. 4BiSl1OWS the illustration according to FIG. 
3A, With double legs, in a perspective plan vieW; 

[0031] FIG. SAiShOWS an individual leg, With trough 
and mating plate, in a vertically cut-aWay exploded illustra 
tion; 
[0032] FIG. SBiShOWS the mating plate according to 
FIG. 5A, in a plan vieW from beloW; 

[0033] FIG. SCiShOWS the detail X1 from FIG. 5A as a 
schematic enlargement; 

[0034] FIG. SDiShOWS the pro?le of the individual leg, 
the coupling element and the leg covering, in the loWer 
region of the leg according to FIG. 5A, in an enlarged 
exploded illustration; 
[0035] FIG. SEiShOWS an enlarged section on the line 
A-A in FIG. 5A; 

[0036] FIG. SFiShOWS the coupling element according 
to FIG. 5D and a base element placed close to it; 

[0037] FIG. SGiShOWS the coupling element and the 
base element according to FIG. 5F, joined together; 

[0038] FIG. 6AiShOWS a double leg according to FIG. 
4B, in a perspective overall vieW; 

[0039] FIG. 6BiSl1OWS the double leg according to FIG. 
6A, in a frontal, vertical partial section; 

[0040] FIG. 6CiShOWS the double leg according to FIG. 
6A, in a lateral, vertical partial section through a leg; 

[0041] FIG. 6DiShOWS the head portion of the double 
leg according to FIG. 6A, Without the height-adjusting 
means, With trough and mating plate, in a vertically cut 
aWay exploded illustration; 

[0042] FIG. 6EiSl1OWS a leg covering, in a perspective 
overall vieW, from the inside; 

[0043] FIG. 6FiSl1OWS the leg covering according to 
FIG. 6E, in a perspective overall vieW, from the outside; 

[0044] FIG. 6GiShOWS the detail X2 from FIGS. 6B 
and 6C as an enlargement, in a vertical partial section; and 

[0045] FIG. 7*Sl1OWS the table according to FIG. 1A, 
equipped With structures, in a perspective vieW. 

EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

[0046] The detailed description of exemplary embodi 
ments for the table according to the invention takes place 
beloW With reference to the accompanying draWings. 

[0047] The folloWing statement applies to the entire fur 
ther description. If reference numerals are contained in a 
?gure for the purpose of graphical unambiguity, but are not 
explained in the immediately associated text of the descrip 
tion, reference is made to Where they have been mentioned 
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in the preceding descriptions of the ?gures. In the interest of 
clarity, the repeated designation of components in the fol 
loWing ?gures is generally omitted if it can be seen unam 
biguously in the draWings that they involve “repeating” 
components. 

FIGS. 1A to 3B 

[0048] The elongate table Which is shoWn comprises a 
substructure in the form of an upWardly open trough 2, 
Which is arranged beloW the tabletop 1 and is supported by 
legs 4 placed on a standing surface S. The tabletop 1 is 
placed directly onto the trough 2 and is connected ?xedly to 
the latter, thus resulting in a sandWich-like construction With 
mutual reinforcement of tabletop 1 and trough 2. The trough 
2 here is of trapeZoidal cross section; hoWever, rectangular, 
U-shaped or V-shaped cross sections are also suitable. On 
both opposite longitudinal sides, the trough 2 has, as bent 
over edges, tWo plane elements 25 Which are ?xed over their 
entire area or at a multiplicity of spot-type ?xed connections 
3 to the underside 11 of the tabletop 1. For the elongate 
tabletop 1 illustrated here, the trough 2 has an elongated area 
While, for square or approximately square tabletops 1, the 
trough Would have an at least approximately square area. 

[0049] The trough 2 is arranged along the extent of the 
tabletop 1 and is provided for lengths of the tabletop 1 of 
preferably greater than 250 cm, With the legs 4 having to be 
provided only in the region of the front ends of the tabletop 
1 in each case, i.e. legs 4 inserted in betWeen are not 
required. Only in the case of very large table lengths Will 
supporting legs 4 additionally be provided. The trough 2 has 
an average Width Which is a multiple of the height. For 
example, the Width is in the region of 50 cm and the height 
is in the region of 10 cm, resulting in a ratio of 5:1. The 
tabletop 1 protrudes in each case With a lateral projecting 
length 14 and a respective front projecting length 15 over the 
trough 2 arranged beloW it. The plane elements 25 are 
present at least on the tWo opposite longitudinal sides of the 
trough 2. In the case of a more square section of the trough 
2, it may be expedient, in particular in the case of larger 
dimensions, to provide the plane elements 25 on all of the 
outer sides. The trough 2 preferably consists of sheet metal 
Which is, eg 2.0 mm thick. It has a base 20 from Which a 
respective longitudinal ?ank 21 extends to both sides, said 
?anks merging in each case into an outWardly bent-over 
edge forming the plane elements 25. In the case of V-shaped 
cross section, the trough 2 Would have a trench line situated 
right at the bottom. The ?xed, spot-type connections 3 
betWeen the tabletop 1 and the trough 2 are preferably screW 
connections by means of screWs 30, screW holes 250 present 
in the plane elements 25 and screW receptacles 12 inserted 
into the tabletop 1. 

[0050] The trough 2 can be open at its end sides, but is 
preferably closed by a respective front surface 22. The front 
surfaces 22 can extend as far as the underside 11 of the 
tabletop 1 or, as shoWn here, a clearance 28 remains toWard 
the tabletop 1. In the illustrated geometry of the trough 2, the 
base 20 thereof and the tWo longitudinal ?anks 21 of the 
trough 2 de?ne, in cross section, an upWardly Widening 
isosceles trapeZoid. A respective strip-shaped vertical sec 
tion 24 is situated betWeen the longitudinal ?anks 21 and the 
plane elements 25, and a respective vertical strip 23 adjoins 
the oblique front surfaces 22. The gaps 26 arising betWeen 
the converging front surfaces 22 and longitudinal ?anks 21 
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can remain open or are Welded together. Whereas the gaps 
present between the converging vertical strips 23 and ver 
tical sections 24 are closed, preferably by Weld seams 27, to 
give the trough 2 stability. 

[0051] On the trough 2 there are apertures 210 for attach 
ing the legs 4. In the case of the elongated trough 2 shoWn, 
the trough has a grid of such apertures 210 in order to be able 
to attach the legs 4 in optional positions. The attached legs 
4 apply force into the edge around the apertures 210. In 
addition to the apertures 210 for attaching the legs 4, 
appliance apertures 211 are provided in the trough 2, for 
example for the insertion of socket units 80. Installation 
apertures 200 as a means of access for lines and/or instal 
lations are arranged in the base 20 of the trough 2. In an 
elongated embodiment, the trough 2 is provided, in each 
case on both longitudinal sides, preferably in the longitudi 
nal ?anks 21, With a mutually complementary grid of 
apertures 210 for attaching the legs 4. In order to use the 
reinforcing effect of bending edges, the apertures 210 for 
attaching the legs 4 extend, on the one side, nearly to the 
vertical sections 24, and, on the other side, nearly to the 
transitions from the base 20 to the longitudinal ?anks 21. A 
height-leveling device 5 is accommodated in the head por 
tion of each leg 4. 

FIGS. 4A, 5A to SF, 6E and 6F 

[0052] In one embodiment, the legs 4 are in single form. 
Each leg 4 has, on its head portion 43, a ?ange edge 432 
Which, When ?tted on, engages at least virtually completely 
beloW the edge of the aperture 210 selected for the posi 
tioning of the leg 4. In order to secure the attached leg 4 at 
a selected aperture 210 in the longitudinal ?ank 21 of the 
trough 2, a mating plate 49 is provided Which covers the 
aperture 210 from the interior of the trough 2 and is screWed 
to the leg 4. The mating plate 49 has a planar plate base 490 
and a bent-over plate edge 492 encircling the latter. 

[0053] On the mating plate 49 there are screWing elements 
in the form of bores 491 for the passage of screWs, and lose 
or ?xed nuts 493. For this purpose, on the head portion 43 
of the leg 4 there are complementary screWing elements in 
the form of raised screW necks 430, inner screW seats 431 
and screWs 499 Which can be inserted therein and, When 
?tted, engage in the nuts 493 on the mating plate 49. The 
plate edge 492 of the mating plate 49 then sits on the edge 
of the aperture 210 selected for the positioning of the leg 4, 
in a manner at least virtually completely encircling it. 

[0054] In the case of the single leg 4, Which contains a 
height-leveling device 5 in each case, one leg portion 44 
extends from the head portion 43 to the standing surface S, 
the leg portion 44 being formed by a leg pro?le 40. There 
emerges from each loWer leg end 440 a displaceably 
arranged base element 46 Which can be adjusted by means 
of the height-leveling device 5 and the set-doWn surface 460 
of Which is provided for supporting on the standing surface 
S. The height-leveling device 5 comprises an adjusting 
screW 58, here having an external polygon 55, Which is 
accessible from the outside and is arranged in the head 
portion 43 in a manner such that it is accessible from the 
outside. Above the external polygon 55 there is a ?ange 56 
Which is thickened in cross-sectional diameter and from 
Which a pin 57 extends axially. The ?ange 56 is supported 
against the topmost transverse rib 41' in the head portion 43 
While the pin 57 protrudes as a bearing pin through the axial 
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passage 410' present in the transverse rib 41'. A circular 
recess 54 lies beloW the external polygon 55 and a further 
loWer ?ange 53 Which is thickened in cross-sectional diam 
eter lies beloW said recess. BetWeen the external polygon 55 
and the loWer ?ange 53, the leg covering 48 Which has been 
placed on comes to lie in the recess 54 by Way of its upper 
chamfered portion 480 and the elongated hole 481 present 
thereon. BeloW the external polygon 55, the adjusting screW 
58 has an external threaded pin 52 Which engages in the 
internal threaded bore 51, Which is aligned axially thereto, of 
a slide rod 50. The upper end of the slide rod 50 is held by 
a further transverse rib 41 Which again has an axial passage 
410. The leg covering 48 Which has been placed on is 
secured by means of a screW 59 for Which there is a 
complementary internal threaded bore 411 in the further 
transverse rib 41. 

[0055] The adjusting screW 58 carries along the slide rod 
50, Which is mounted in an axially displaceable manner in 
the leg portion 44, namely in the leg pro?le 40, and acts at 
the bottom on a base element 46. The base element 46 has 
a cross section Which, in principle, corresponds to the clear 
internal cross section of the leg pro?le 40 at the loWer leg 
end 440. The set-doWn surface 460 Which is situated right at 
the bottom of the base element 46 is an oblique plane Which 
compensates for the oblique position of the leg portion 44 
With respect to the standing surface S. A coupling element 
45, to Which the slide rod 50 is fastened at the top and the 
base element 46 is fastened at the bottom, is ?tted betWeen 
the loWer end of the slide rod 50 and the base element 46. 
As an alternative, the base element 46 and the coupling 
element 45 could form an integral constructional unit. The 
separate coupling element 45, or coupling element 45 Which 
is connected integrally to the base element 46, is arranged in 
the leg pro?le 40 in a manner such that it can be displaced 
axially over a de?ned region. The coupling element 45 has, 
on its upper part 450, a receiving neck 451 With an upWardly 
open blind hole 458 in Which the slide rod 50 is inserted 
?xedly. The loWer part 453 of the coupling element 45 has 
a doWnWardly open, axial blind hole 454 in Which the pin 
portion 461 of the base element 46 is inserted. The outer part 
462 of the oblique set-doWn surface 460 is placed on the pin 
portion 461. 

[0056] The leg pro?le 40 is, in principle, of U-shaped 
cross section With a rear Wall 400 and the tWo side Walls 
401,402 Which are adjacent to the latter and lie opposite each 
other. The leg covering 48 is used to cover the open side 
lying opposite the rear Wall 400. In the region of the loWer 
leg end, a screW bearing 42 With the internal threaded bore 
420 present in it extends from the rear Wall 400. The screW 
bearing 42 protrudes into an elongated hole 452 present in 
the coupling element 45, so that the coupling element 45 is 
guided on the screW bearing 42 With, in principle, a vertical 
movement clearance. For this purpose, a screW 429 reaches 
through the elongated hole 452 into the internal threaded 
bore 420. In order to fasten the leg covering 48, the front 
panel 482 of Which extends as far as the loWer leg end, there 
are undercut sliding grooves 455 on the coupling element 
45, in Which hooks 484 on the side limbs 483 of the leg 
covering 48, Which is latched onto them, engage. At the 
bottom of the coupling element 45 there are a set-doWn edge 
456 and a passage 457, the latter being used for the insertion 
of the pin portion 461 of the base element 46. The coupling 








