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TX (Us) AWeighted lap pad 10 is provided to be positioned about the 
Correspondence Address: legs 72 and 74 and the Waist ofa child 66. The lap pad 10 
KENNETH D_ BAUGH includes a ?rst and second elongated support member 12 and 
2413 Blodgett 18 respectively. An elongated plurality of Weighted mem 
Houston, TX 77004 (Us) bers 26, 28, 30, 32 and 34 respectively are successively 

coupled to each other. The ?rst and second elongated 
(21) Appl_ No; 10/979,415 support members 12 and 18 are coupled to the Weighted 

members 28 and 32. As a result the Weighted lap pad 10 can 
(22) Filed; N0“ 2, 2004 be secured around a child’s Waist and positioned on a child 

66 so that the elongated Weighted member 26 rests over the 
Publication Classi?cation side of the leg 72 of the child, the Weighted members 28, 30 

and 32 rest in the lap 64 of the child and the Weighted 
(51) Int. Cl. member 34 rest over the other leg 74 of the child. As a result 

A41F 9/00 (2006.01) the child is given an uninterrupted felling to stay seated. 
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WEIGHTED LAP PAD 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This invention relates to a lap pad and more 
particularly to a Weighted lap pad for children With devel 
opment disorders such as autism and attention de?cit dis 
order. Treatment for children having development disorders 
is an ongoing concern. Many of the treatment strategies for 
these children require that they are in a seated position. 
Keeping the child in a seated position during therapeutic 
sessions can be a problem. Often When undergoing thera 
peutic treatment it is very dif?cult for a child With these 
conditions to understand and feel the need to stay seated. 
Accordingly it is desirable to provide a means for giving a 
child undergoing treatment While seated a feeling that they 
should stay seated during the treatment regiment. 

BACKGROUND OF THE ART 

[0002] There are many treatment regiments today for 
children With development disorders, such as, for example 
autism and attention de?cit disorder. A great number of the 
treatments have to be implemented While the child is sitting 
although the child often does not feel or understand the need 
to be seated. Recognizing this problem a number of attempts 
have been made to provide tools to assist in keeping the 
child seated. Often the arrangement is simply a Weighted 
member Which is sat in the child’s lap While seated. 

[0003] These arrangements are not designed in a manner 
so that they can be easily maintained in position on the child. 
As a result they can easily fall off if there is any movement 
Whatsoever by the child. This of course Would hinder the 
treatment process. These arrangements really don’t attempt 
to deal With the problem of undesired movement and 
attempts to stand up by the child. What is needed is a device 
that can rest in the child’s lap in such a manner that 
undesired movement Will not defeat the purpose of the 
device. That is a device that is not readily removed by 
movement of the child thereby giving the child an uninter 
rupted feeling that they should stay seated. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] A Weighted lap pad is provided to be positioned 
about the legs and Waist of a user. The lap pad includes ?rst 
and second elongated cable members With each one having 
a locking member coupled to an outermost end thereof. An 
elongated Weighted member is provided. The ?rst and 
second elongated cable members are coupled at innermost 
ends thereof to the elongated Weighted member so that ?rst 
predetermined portions thereof can be positioned in the 
user’s lap, and so that second and third predetermined 
portions thereof can be positioned to overlap the user’s legs 
When the ?rst and second locking members are lockingly 
engaged around the Waist of the user thereby helping the 
user to feel a need to stay seated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

[0005] The details of the invention Will be described in 
connection With the accompanying draWing in Which: 

[0006] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a Weighted lap pad 
in accordance With the principles of the invention. 
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[0007] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of a Weighted lap pad 
secured in position about a user in accordance With the 
principles of this invention. 

[0008] FIG. 3 is a back vieW of a locking mechanism of 
the Weighted lap pad secured in position about a user in 
accordance With the principles of this invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

[0009] As illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3, a Weighted lap 
pad, generally designated by the numeral, 10 is provided. 
The Weighted lap pad 10 includes a ?rst elongated support 
member or belt, generally designated by the numeral, 12 
having a locking member 14 coupled to an innermost end 16 
thereof. A second elongated support member generally des 
ignated by the numeral, 18 is also provided having a locking 
member 20 coupled to an innermost end 22 thereof. The lap 
pad 10 also includes an elongated Weighted member, gen 
erally designated by the numeral, 24. The elongated 
Weighted member 24 includes a plurality of ?exible oval 
shaped Weight members 26, 2830, 32 and 34 respectively. 
Each Weighted member 26, 28, 30, 32 and 34 is successively 
coupled to the next Weight member in coupling engagement 
thereWith. The members 26, 28, 30, 32 and 34 may, for 
example, be made of vinyl or any such material that cam be 
easily sanitiZed. The ?rst elongated support member 12 is 
coupled at an outermost end 38 thereof to an intermediate 
portion 40 of the Weighted member 28. The second elon 
gated support member 14 is coupled at an outermost end 42 
thereof to an intermediate portion 44 of the Weighted mem 
ber 32. 

[0010] The locking member 14 is provided With a rectan 
gular shaped base member 46 having elongated openings 48 
and 50 formed therein. A pair of outWardly urging spring 
biased elongated engaging members 52 each having an 
abutment 54 formed thereon are coupled to laterally extend 
from the base member 46. The outermost end 16 of the ?rst 
elongated support member 12 is supported in the openings 
48 and 50 of the base member 46 in a Well knoWn manner 
to facilitate coupling of the elongated support member to the 
locking member 12. 

[0011] The locking member 20 is provided With a base 
member 56. The base member 56 is provided With a laterally 
extending opening 58. The base member 56 also includes an 
opening 60 (only one shoWn) formed on each side 62 
thereof. The spring biased elongated members 52 of the ?rst 
locking member 14 of the elongated support member are 
inserteable through the opening 58 in the locking member 
20. This alloWs the abutments 54 to lockingly engage the 
sides 62 of the second locking member When there are 
aligned With the openings 60. This permits the elongated 
support members 12 and 18 to be secured around the Waist 
of the user. 

[0012] When it is desired to use the Weighted lap pad 10 
the Weighted members 2830 and 32 are placed in the lap 64 
of a child 66 so that the Weighted members rest in the child’s 
lap. The Weighted member 26 is positioned so that it extends 
over the side 70 of one leg 72 of the child 66 and the Weight 
member 34 extends over the side 74 of the other leg 76 of 
the child. The ?rst and second elongated support members 
12 and 18 are then secured around the Waist 78 of the child 
66. When the lap pad 10 is secured in the proper position 



US 2006/0090248 A1 

across and over the legs of the child 66 the child is provided 
With an ongoing sensation to stay seated. This of course 
facilitates a positive therapeutic intervention. 

[0013] It should be understood that various changes and 
modi?cations can be made Without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention as de?ned in the following 
claims. 

What is claimed: 
1. A Weighted lap pad to positioned across the legs of a 

seated child and secured around the child’s Waist including: 

an elongated Weighted member having ?rst, second and 
third predetermined portions; 

a ?rst elongated support member coupled at an outermost 
end thereof to a ?rst intermediate portion of the second 
portion of the ?rst elongated Weighted member; 

a ?rst locking member coupled to an innermost end of the 
?rst elongated support member; 

a second elongated support member coupled at an outer 
most end thereof to a second intermediate portion of the 
second portion of the elongated Weighted member; and 

a second locking member coupled to an innermost end of 
the second elongated member being secured around the 
child’s Waist so that the ?rst and third portions of the 
elongated Weight members overlap a respective one of 
the legs of the child and so that the second portion of 
the elongated Weighted member is positioned across the 
child’s legs. 

2. A Weighted lap pad as de?ned in claim 1 Wherein the 
elongated Weighted members include a ?rst, second, third, 
fourth and ?fth oval shaped Weighted members successively 
coupled to each other. 
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3. A Weighted lap pad as de?ned in claim 2 Wherein the 
?rst elongated support member is coupled at an outermost 
end thereof to an intermediate portion of the second cylin 
drically shaped Weighted member and the second elongated 
support member is coupled at an outermost end thereof to an 
intermediate portion of the fourth cylindrically shaped 
Weighted member. 

4. A Weighted lap pad as de?ned in claim 3 Wherein the 
?rst locking member includes: 

a ?rst rectangularly shaped base member having a pair of 
elongated openings formed therein for facilitating cou 
pling of an innermost end of the ?rst elongated member 
thereto; and 

a pair of inWardly spring-biased elongated engaging 
members coupled to extend laterally from the base 
member. 

5. A Weighted lap pad as de?ned in claim 4 Wherein the 
second locking member includes: 

a second rectangularly shaped base member having a 
laterally extending opening formed therein for facili 
tating the coupling of the innermost end of the second 
elongated member to the base member; 

a ?rst opening formed on one side of the base member; 
and 

a second opening formed on another side of the base 
member. 


