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GAMING FURNITURE 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. provi 
sional application No. 60/382,546 ?led on May 21, 2002 
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The ?eld of the invention is furniture containing 
electronic components. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Furniture, particularly chairs and couches, has been 
used for years to store household items such as a TV. remote 

control, reading material, eye glasses, and so on. In some 
chairs and couches there are pockets to hold these items. 
Increasingly, electronic components are being stored in 
furniture and one such use is described in US. Pat. No. 
6,135,551 to Linder. The ’551 patent teaches a chair having 
a backrest that includes a pair of oppositely disposed pockets 
that are adapted to receive a pair of speakers. A Wiring 
system is also provided for connecting the speakers to an 
external sound source. The inclusion of pockets to house 
speakers may provide some additional functionality to the 
chair, but the pockets generally detract from the look of the 
furniture. 

[0004] In order to solve some of the problems related to 
aesthetics, it became knoWn to build storage areas into the 
item of furniture. The teachings of US. Pat. No. 6,369,312 
to Komatsu describe speakers that Were mounted in a 
headrest of a chair. While inside storage of electronic 
components Was probably more aesthetically favorable than 
outside storage, it still led to disproportionately large pieces 
of furniture sometimes having overly large arms, bodies, and 
headrests. 

[0005] As electronic components became smaller, it 
became more desirable to store those components Within an 
article of furniture. It also became feasible to store multiple 
electronic components. US. Pat. No. 5,857,986 to Moriyasu 
teaches a chair having vibration devices in the backrest and 
seat of the chair. The vibration devices add to a user’s 
multimedia experience While operating a computer. 
Although the chair described in the ’986 patent did not 
appear to be signi?cantly deformed by the addition of the 
vibrating devices, the chair lacked many integral electronic 
components such as speakers, display, and joy stick. 

[0006] US. Pat. No. 6,102,476 to May et al. teaches 
furniture that includes an integrated computer. The furniture 
is described as having large thick cushions and Wide arm 
rests to accommodate the computer components including 
speakers. While the computer components appears to aid in 
the functionality of the chair as a Whole, again the chair is 
relatively large and bulky looking. Additionally, the func 
tionality of the chair as an article of furniture is not enhanced 
by the presence of the computer components. If anything, 
the presence of the computer components detracts from the 
function the item as a piece of furniture. 

[0007] Thus, there is a need for fumiture having electronic 
components that do not detract from, and may even add to, 
the look and functionality of the furniture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The present invention provides an article of furni 
ture having a backrest portion that is substantially supported 
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by an electronic component such as a speaker assembly. In 
preferred embodiments, the item of fumiture is a mat having 
speakers that direct sound toWard and through the backrest 
toWard the user’s back. A further aspect includes electronic 
ports that are housed in the backrest. 

[0009] In another aspect, the inventive subject matter is 
directed toWard an item of fumiture that has an electronics 
housing providing a furniture function. For example, a 
speaker assembly can provide support for a backrest under 
the Weight of a user. This is especially important because 
con?gurations Which utiliZe basic fumiture support struc 
tures are likely to muf?e sound and vibration from the 
speaker assembly. By providing an item of fumiture in 
Which the speaker assembly is siZed and dimensioned to 
function as a support structure, there is no mu?‘ling of sound 
and vibration by the furniture’s support structure. 

[0010] Various objects, features, aspects and advantages 
of the present invention Will become more apparent from the 
folloWing detailed description of preferred embodiments of 
the invention, along With the accompanying draWings in 
Which like numerals represent like components. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an article of 
furniture having a backrest supported by a speaker assembly. 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of a folded article of 
furniture. 

[0013] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of an article of 
furniture having a backrest supported by a speaker assembly 
and a footrest supported by a display assembly. 

[0014] FIG. 4 is a rear vieW of an article of furniture 
having ports in the backrest. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0015] Referring ?rst to FIG. 1, an item of furniture is a 
mat 100 generally comprises a backrest 110 having a 
speaker assembly 120, and a seat portion 130. 

[0016] The speaker assembly 120 provides substantial 
support for the backrest 110. Substantial support means that 
the article of furniture does not collapse or substantially lose 
its shape under a Weight of a human using it for its intended 
function. Substantial support in relation to the backrest 
shoWn in FIG. 1 is that Which is suf?cient to maintain the 
backrest in substantially the shape shoWn in FIG. lieven 
While a user is leaning back against it. 

[0017] A speaker assembly is made generally of speaker 
components (eg a magnet, diaphragm, cone, Woofer, and so 
on) and a rigid outer housing. A speaker assembly may or 
may not have a housing per se since the speaker assembly 
itself may provide the substantial support referred to above. 
In any case, projection of sound from the speaker Will not be 
obstructed by a housing because the speaker is advanta 
geously mounted into the housing. It is further proffered that 
a speaker assembly be constructed in a shape that approxi 
mates the shape of the item it is supporting. For example, in 
FIG. 1, the shape of the speaker assembly approximates the 
shape of the backrest (i.e. it is triangular) and therefore it 
provides support for maintaining the backrest in its intended 
position. In less preferred embodiments, the shape of the 
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backrest and speaker assembly can vary, however, only to a 
degree that still maintains support for the backrest. 

[0018] The seat portion 130 as Well as the outer portion of 
the backrest 120 are made essentially of a foam product. The 
seat and backrest can hoWever comprise other relatively soft 
materials including doWn, Styrofoam® or other polystyrene, 
cotton, and so on. In preferred embodiments, the entire mat 
has a readily removable cover that can be cleaned and/or 
replaced. Such covers may be made of vinyl, cotton, and 
other suitable materials. 

[0019] Seat portion 130 is segmented in portions that are 
siZed and dimensioned to fold about the backrest portion 110 
into a form embodied by FIG. 2. FIG. 2 depicts a mat 200 
in a folded con?guration. The folded mat 200 has a handle 
210 strategically located to alloW easy transportability of the 
folded mat. Transportable, With respect to a folded mat being 
transportable, means that the mat is light enough (e. g. under 
40 lbs., preferably under 10 lbs., and most preferably equal 
to or less than about 7 lbs.) and small enough (e.g. less than 
24"><24"><24", preferably less than 22"><20"><l8", and most 
preferably equal to or less than 20"><l8"><l6" in overall 
dimensions) in its folded con?guration to be moved by an 
adult. In such folded con?guration, the segmented seat 
portion 220 surrounds the backrest portion providing at least 
some degree of protection for the speaker components 230 
and game ports (not shoWn). It should be appreciated that 
various other con?gurations are also contemplated, and 
particularly include those in Which the seat portion does not 
fold about the backrest portion. A seat portion, for example, 
may roll around a backrest portion or not even transform at 
all. 

[0020] Focusing noW on FIG. 3, a mat 300 is generally 
comprised of a seat portion 310, a backrest 320, and a 
footrest 330. Footrest 330 is similarly shaped and siZed to 
backrest 320, although neither similar shape nor similar siZe 
is a requirement herein. A preferred footrest comprises an 
electronic component Which may include speakers, Web 
conferencing components, and gaming enhancing elements 
(eg vibrating means). In this example, the footrest 330 has 
a display screen 335 that is Within vieW of a person using the 
mat. It should be appreciated that a user of the mat may put 
her feet upon the footrest, in Which case, the display pro 
vides substantial support under the Weight of the user. A 
display screen may be any device suitable for displaying an 
image and/or graphics including a ?at panel TV. a CRT, a 
plasma screen, and so on. It is contemplated that the display 
screen Will be susceptible to receiving input from a game 
controller (e.g. XBOXTM, playstationTM), computer, or other 
device transmitting data or electromagnetic signals. In other 
embodiments, additional or alternative support components 
(even non-electronic components) can be housed in the 
footrest or backrest. 

[0021] FIG. 4 shoWs a mat 400 With a backrest 410 
housing ports 420 for electronic devices. A port is generally 
an interface that alloWs for connection to a device such as a 
peripheral device. Examples of a port include an RS-232, a 
parallel port, a serial port, a netWork port, a SCSI interface, 
audio and video inputs and outputs, a USB, a WI-FI (802.11) 
receiver and so on. Ports may be susceptible to receiving 
both Wired and Wireless transmissions and an item of 
furniture according to the present invention may have mul 
tiple uses. One especially contemplated use includes a home 
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appliance center Which alloWs for control of lights, ovens, 
heating systems, alarm systems, stereo systems, T.V.s, digi 
tal video discs, and other home appliances. Some embodi 
ments Will, therefore, have a resident microprocessor as Well 
as means for storing data including video game scores. 

[0022] As indicated by FIG. 4, game ports are preferred to 
be located on the non-user side 425 of the backrest (the user 
side of the backrest is the side that the user leans against). 
This is so because the ports are easily accessible When the 
mat is in an unfolded con?guration yet the ports are pro 
tected When the mat is in a folded con?guration. In a less 
preferred class of embodiments, game ports can be located 
anyWhere on the item of furniture including the user side of 
the backrest. 

[0023] Thus, speci?c embodiments and applications of 
gaming fumiture have been disclosed. It should be apparent, 
hoWever, to those skilled in the art that many more modi 
?cations besides those already described are possible With 
out departing from the inventive concepts herein. The inven 
tive subject matter, therefore, is not to be restricted except in 
the spirit of the appended claims. Moreover, in interpreting 
both the speci?cation and the claims, all terms should be 
interpreted in the broadest possible manner consistent With 
the context. In particular, the terms “comprises” and “com 
prising” should be interpreted as referring to elements, 
components, or steps in a non-exclusive manner, indicating 
that the referenced elements, components, or steps may be 
present, or utiliZed, or combined With other elements, com 
ponents, or steps that are not expressly referenced. 

1. An item of furniture for use by a human user having a 
distinct back and head, comprising: 

a mat portion upon Which the user can lie; and 

a backrest portion that encloses a speaker assembly that 
positions a speaker at a portion of the back of the user. 

2. The item of furniture of claim 1, Wherein the backrest 
portion further comprises a plurality of ports for electronic 
devices. 

3. The item of furniture of claim 2, Wherein the backrest 
portion has a substantially triangular vertical cross-section. 

4. The item of fumiture of claim 3, further comprising a 
segmented seat portion that ?ts about the backrest portion in 
a folded con?guration. 

5. The item of furniture of claim 1, Wherein the backrest 
portion is substantially adjacent the mat portion. 

6. The item of furniture of claim 1, Wherein the mat 
portion is substantially ?at in an unfolded con?guration. 

7. The item of fumiture of claim 1, further comprising a 
Wireless transceiver housed in the backrest portion. 

8. The item of fumiture of claim 1, further comprising a 
foot portion housing an electronic component that cooper 
ates With a video game controller. 

9. The item of fumiture of claim 8, Wherein the electronic 
component is a ?at screen display. 

10. The item of fumiture of claim 8, Wherein the video 
game controller is an XboxTM. 

11. An item of foldable furniture, comprising: 

a backrest portion that encloses a speaker assembly ori 
ented to direct sound toWard and through the backrest 
portion; and 

no headrest distinct from the backrest portion. 
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12. The item of furniture of claim 11, Wherein the backrest 
portion has a user side and a non-user side and the sound is 
directed toWard and through the user side. 

13. The item of furniture of claim 12, Wherein the backrest 
portion houses at least one electronic access port on the 
non-user side. 
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14. The item of furniture of claim 12, further comprising 
a mat portion that folds around the backrest portion. 

15. The item of fumiture of claim 12, Wherein the backrest 
portion contains a substantially angular Vertical cross-sec 
tional shape. 


