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(57) ABSTRACT 
A blow molded plastic container adapted for label protection 
having an upper portion including a mouth de?ning an 
opening into the container, a loWer portion forming a base 
and a sideWall connected With and extending between the 
upper portion and the loWer portion. The sideWall de?ned in 
at least part by a textured surface area, a product label area 
and a label protection area. The textured surface area and the 
label protection area in combination providing label protec 
tion that is subtle and virtually indetectable. 
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CONTAINER HAVING LABEL PROTECTION 
FEATURE 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention generally relates to plastic contain 
ers that retain a commodity. More speci?cally, this invention 
relates to a bloW molded plastic container having a novel 
construction allowing for signi?cant label protection that is 
virtually indetectable, improves the visual continuity of the 
container pro?le and promotes the positive impact crated by 
the container product label. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Traditionally, containers used for the storage of 
products for human consumption Were made of glass. Typi 
cal desirable glass characteristics include transparency, inde 
formability and perfect label ?xation. Nevertheless, because 
glass is fragile, easily breakable and heavy, it has become 
cost prohibitative, due to the high number of bottle breaks 
during handling. Moreover, as a result of breakage preven 
tive measures and Weight, the transportation expenses asso 
ciated With glass greatly increases the cost of the product. 

[0003] Numerous commodities previously supplied in 
glass containers are noW being supplied in plastic contain 
ers, more speci?cally polyester and even more speci?cally 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET) containers. Manufacturers 
and ?llers, as Well as consumers, have recognized that PET 
containers are lightWeight, inexpensive, recyclable and 
manufacturable in large quantities. 

[0004] Manufacturers currently supply PET containers for 
various liquid commodities, such as beverages. Manufac 
turers and ?llers of high acid content commodities as Well as 
non-high acid content commodities desire to supply their 
commodities in PET containers. 

[0005] Due to the relative high cost of PET material, even 
slight increases in the Weight of the material of the container 
Will result in an excessive increase in its cost, making it less 
competitive in relation to the glass bottle, thereby resulting 
in the infeasibility of such a solution to the problem. 
Accordingly, reducing container Weight, i.e., “lightWeight 
ing” the container, thus providing a signi?cant cost savings 
from a material standpoint, is rather advantageous. 

[0006] Typically, product label area protection has been 
accomplished by incorporating structure in the sideWall of 
the container. Primarily, this structure has taken the form of 
a ledge above and beloW the product label area. While 
someWhat commercially successful, these ledges create high 
stress points at their top and bottom edges, especially at the 
upper and loWer comers of these ledges, and add Weight and 
thus costs from a material standpoint. These stress points 
Weaken the area of the sideWall near these edges, alloWing 
the sideWall to collapse inWardly and/ or fail during handling 
of the container or When containers are stacked together. 
These ledges also interrupt the visual continuity of the 
container pro?le, taking aWay from the positive impact 
generated by the product label. 

[0007] One Way to eliminate the concerns related to the 
above mentioned stress points is to increase the thickness of 
the container’s sideWall, and speci?cally the ledges found in 
the product label area. Such an increase also increases the 
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material cost for the container and the Weight of the con 
tainer, both of Which are unacceptable options. 

[0008] Containers subject to the above-described stresses 
have exhibited a someWhat limited ability to Withstand 
loading forces during ?lling, capping, labeling and stacking 
for transporting or storage operations. As a result of this 
decreased container rigidity, containers are less able to resist 
loads imparted When the containers are stacked one upon 
another for storage and shipping (as is readily understood, it 
is important to be able to stack containers so as to maximiZe 
the use of shipping space). As a result of this type of loading, 
or When the container is dropped, the container can become 
deformed and undesirable to the consumer. A solution to 
these types of problems is critical as it Would decrease the 
likelihood of a container becoming deformed and undesir 
able to the consumer. 

[0009] Thus, there is a need for an improved container 
Which is designed to accommodate and eliminate undesir 
able deformation in the container yet Which alloWs for 
lightWeighting, provides label protection that is virtually 
indetectable, improves the visual continuity of the container 
and promotes the positive impact created by the container 
product label. 

[0010] With the foregoing in mind, a feature of the present 
invention is to provide novel lightWeight plastic containers 
Which provide virtually indetectable label protection and 
Which are resistant to unWanted distortion. 

[0011] In another feature of the present invention, the 
bloW molded, lightWeight plastic container provides 
improved visual continuity of the container pro?le and 
promotes the positive impact created by the container prod 
uct label. 

[0012] In another feature of the present invention, the 
bloW molded, lightWeight plastic container provides 
improved label protection and product label areas that 
minimiZe the stress points on the comers of the product label 
area edges, by substantially, if not completely, removing 
these stress points, and thereby provides loWer failure rates. 

[0013] In function of the above mentioned qualities, asso 
ciated With its label protection and visual continuity, the 
proposed container is an extremely inexpensive and ef?cient 
means for the container user to promote its product, thus 
contributing to reinforce the positive image of its company 
in the marketplace. It is therefore a feature of this invention 
to provide such a container. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] Accordingly, this invention provides for a plastic 
container Which maintains aesthetic and mechanical integ 
rity during any subsequent handling having a structure that 
is designed to provide label protection that is virtually 
indetectable, improves the visual continuity of the container 
pro?le and promotes the positive impact created by the 
container product label Without unWanted deformation. 

[0015] In achieving the above and other objects, the 
present invention includes a bloW molded plastic container 
having an upper portion, a sideWall portion and a base. The 
upper portion includes an opening de?ning a mouth of the 
container. The sideWall portion extends from the upper 
portion to the base. The sideWall portion de?ned in at least 
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part by a textured surface area, a product label area and a 
label protection area. The textured surface area and the label 
protection area in combination provides label protection that 
is virtually indetectable. 

[0016] Additional bene?ts and advantages of the present 
invention Will become apparent to those skilled in the art to 
Which the present invention relates from the subsequent 
description of the preferred embodiment and the appended 
claims, taken in conjunction With the accompanying draW 
rngs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of a container 
embodying the principles and constructed in accordance 
With the teachings of a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a front elevational vieW of the container 
illustrated in FIG. 1. 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a side elevational vieW of the container 
illustrated in FIG. 1. 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a rear elevational vieW of the container 
illustrated in FIG. 1. 

[0021] FIG. 5 is a top plan vieW of the container illus 
trated in FIG. 1. 

[0022] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW of the container 
taken generally along the line 6-6 of FIG. 2. 

[0023] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional vieW of the container 
taken generally along the line 7-7 of FIG. 2. 

[0024] FIG. 8 is an enlarged vieW of the sideWall portion 
of the container shoWn in FIG. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0025] The folloWing description of the preferred embodi 
ment is merely exemplary in nature and is in no Way 
intended to limit the invention, its applications or uses. 

[0026] As discussed above, to promote product label area 
protection, containers have been provided With ledges above 
and beloW the product label area. Traditionally, these ledges 
add structure, Weight and thus costs from a material stand 
point to the sideWall of the container, and create stress points 
Which Weaken the sideWall. These ledges further interrupt 
the visual continuity of the container pro?le, lessening the 
positive impact generated by the container product label. 

[0027] Referring noW to the draWings, there is depicted a 
bloW molded plastic container 10 embodying the principles 
and concepts of the present invention. The container 10 of 
the present invention illustrated in FIGS. 1-8 is particularly 
suited for packaging of product, typically a liquid or bev 
erage. The container 10 can be ?lled by automated, high 
speed equipment knoWn in the art. After ?lling, the container 
10 is sealed. The unique construction of the container 10 
enables it to provide improved label area protection, 
improved visual continuity of the container pro?le and 
promote the positive impact created by the container product 
label. While designed for use in non-hot ?ll and non-thermal 
process applications, it is noted that the container 10 is also 
acceptable for hot-?ll or thermal process applications. The 
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teachings of the present invention are more broadly appli 
cable to a large range of plastic containers. 

[0028] The disclosed container structures can be made by 
stretch bloW molding from an injection molded preform of 
any of several Well knoWn plastic materials. Accordingly, 
the plastic container 10 of the present invention is a bloW 
molded container With an unitary construction from a single 
or multi-layer material such as polyethylene terephthalate 
(PET) resin. Alternatively, the plastic container 10 may be 
formed by other methods and from other conventional 
materials including, for example, polyethylene napthalate 
(PEN), and a PET/PEN blend or copolymer. Plastic con 
tainers bloW molded With an unitary construction from PET 
materials are knoWn and used in the art of plastic containers, 
and their general manufacture in the present invention Will 
be readily understood by a person of ordinary skill in the art. 

[0029] As illustrated in FIGS. 1-4, the plastic container 10 
of the present invention generally includes a ?nish 12, a 
shoulder region 14, a sideWall portion 16 and a base 18. The 
container 10, as illustrated in the ?gures, is in a shape 
commonly knoWn and described as a “?ask”. HoWever, the 
teachings of the present invention are more broadly appli 
cable to a large range of plastic container shapes and siZes. 

[0030] The ?nish 12 of the plastic container 10 includes a 
portion de?ning an aperture or mouth 20, a threaded region 
22 and a support ring 24. The aperture or mouth 20 alloWs 
the plastic container 10 to receive a commodity While the 
threaded region 22 provides a means for attachment of a 
similarly threaded closure or cap 26, shoWn in FIG. 4. 
Alternatives may include other suitable devices Which 
engage the ?nish 12 of the plastic container 10. Accordingly, 
the closure or cap 26 functions to engage With the ?nish 12 
so as to preferably provide a hermetical seal for the plastic 
container 10. The closure or cap 26 is preferably made from 
a plastic or metal material conventional to the closure 
industry. The support ring 24 may be used to carry or orient 
the preform (the precursor to the plastic container 10) (not 
shoWn) through and at various stages of manufacture. For 
example, the preform may be carried by the support ring 24, 
the support ring 24 may be used to aid in positioning the 
preform in the mold, or the support ring 24 may be used by 
an end consumer to carry the plastic container 10. 

[0031] Integrally formed With the ?nish 12 and extending 
therefrom is the shoulder region 14. The shoulder region 14 
surrounds the ?nish 12 and includes substantially ?at sur 
faces Which are generally parallel to the container 10 support 
surface. If anything, the shoulder region 14 extends slightly 
doWnWard from the ?nish 12. While a preferred shoulder 
region 14 is illustrated in the ?gures, other shoulder region 
con?gurations can be utiliZed With the novel features of the 
present invention. 

[0032] The shoulder region 14 merges into the sideWall 
portion 16. The shoulder region 14 provides a transition 
betWeen the ?nish 12 and the sideWall portion 16. The 
sideWall portion 16 extends doWnWard from the shoulder 
region 14 to the base 18. The sideWall portion 16 is con 
structed so as to provide label protection that is virtually 
indetectable, improves the visual continuity of the container 
pro?le and promotes the positive impact created by the 
container product label. Because of the speci?c construction 
of the shoulder region 14 and the sideWall portion 16, a 
lightWeight container exhibiting the above mentioned 
attributes can be formed 
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[0033] The base 18 of the plastic container 10, which 
extends inward from the sidewall portion 16, generally 
includes a chime 28, a contact ring 30 and an inwardly, 
upwardly recessed portion 32. The base 18 is coaxial with 
the shoulder region 14, and is generally similar to the 
shoulder region 14 in shape and siZe. The contact ring 30 is 
itself that portion of the base 18 which contacts a support 
surface upon which the container 10 is supported. As such, 
the contact ring 30 may be a ?at surface or a line of contact 
generally circumscribing, continuously or intermittently, the 
base 18. The inwardly, upwardly recessed portion 32 of the 
preferred embodiment of the invention is connected to and 
extends generally inward and upward from the lowermost 
portion of the chime 28. The inwardly, upwardly recessed 
portion 32 preferably has a truncated-cone shape, but may 
alternatively have a concave shape, a convex shape or any 
other suitable shape. The base 18 functions to close off the 
bottom portion of the plastic container 10 and, together with 
the shoulder region 14 and the sidewall portion 16, to retain 
the commodity. While a preferred base 18 is illustrated in the 
?gures, other base con?gurations can be utiliZed with the 
novel features of the present invention. 

[0034] The container 10, as illustrated in the ?gures, is in 
the shape and siZe commonly known and described as a 
“?ask”. Accordingly, sidewall portion 16 includes a front 
sidewall portion 34, a rear sidewall portion 36 and two side 
portions 38 located diametrically opposite one another. As 
illustrated in FIG. 5, front sidewall portion 34 has a radius 
of curvature R1, throughout its arcuate extent. Similarly, rear 
sidewall portion 36 has a radius of curvature R2, throughout 
its arcuate extent. The radius of curvature R2 associated with 
the rear sidewall portion 36 is greater than the radius of 
curvature Rl associated with the front sidewall portion 34. 
The front sidewall portion 34 merges with and transitions 
into side portion 38 having a radius of curvature R3, while 
the rear sidewall portion 36 merges with and transitions into 
side portion 38 having a radius of curvature R4. The radius 
of curvature R4 associated with the transition between the 
rear sidewall portion 36 and the side portion 38 is greater 
than the radius of curvature R3 associated with the transition 
between the front sidewall portion 34 and the side portion 
38. The front sidewall portion 34, the rear sidewall portion 
36 and the two side portions 38 extend continuously in a 
longitudinal direction from the shoulder region 14 to the 
base 18. Together, the front sidewall portion 34, the rear 
sidewall portion 36 and the two side portions 38 form a 
continuous integral circumferential sidewall portion 16. 

[0035] In order to provide label protection that is virtually 
indetectable, improve the visual continuity of the container 
pro?le and promote the positive impact created by the 
container product label, the shoulder region 14 and the 
sidewall portion 16 of the container 10 of the present 
invention adopt a novel and innovative construction. 

[0036] To this end, the shoulder region 14, and the front 
sidewall portion 34, the rear sidewall portion 36 and the two 
side portions 38 of the sidewall portion 16 include inden 
tations 40, 42 and 44 formed therein. lndentations 40, 42 and 
44 are generally polygonal in shape and vary in siZe. The 
surface area of indentation 40 is approximately between 
about 0.15 inch2 (96.77 mm2) to about 0.09 inch2 (58.06 
mm2), while the depth of indentation 40 is approximately 
between about 0.02 inch (0.51 mm) to about 0.04 inch (1.02 
mm). The surface area of indentation 42 is approximately 

Mar. 30, 2006 

between about 0.09 inch2 (58.06 mm2) to about 0.04 inch2 
(25.81 mm2), while the depth of indentation 42 is approxi 
mately between about 0.02 inch (0.51 mm) to about 0.04 
inch (1.02 mm). The surface area of indentation 44 is 
approximately between about 0.04 inch2 (25.81 mm2) to 
about 0.03 inch2 (19.35 mm2), while the depth of indentation 
44 is approximately between about 0.02 inch (0.51 mm) to 
about 0.04 inch (1.02 mm). Separating and de?ning inden 
tations 40, 42 and 44 is web portion 46. The generally 
polygonal in shape and varying in siZe indentations 40, 42 
and 44, along with the web portion 46, combine together to 
form textured patterned surfaces, rendering a visual appear 
ance of random “hammer” marks, as if the shoulder region 
14 and the sidewall portion 16 of the container 10 were hand 
made by a metal smith. As a result of the depth of inden 
tations 40, 42 and 44, web portion 46 appears to be raised. 

[0037] As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the front sidewall 
portion 34 of the sidewall portion 16 of the container 10 
includes a product label area 48. The product label area 48 
illustrated is generally smooth and generally rectangular in 
shape measuring approximately 3.780 inches (96.012 mm) 
long and approximately 2.283 inches (57.988 mm) wide. 
While a preferred product label area 48 is illustrated in the 
?gures, other geometrical con?gurations can be utiliZed with 
the novel features of the present invention. As illustrated in 
FIG. 4, the rear sidewall portion 36 of the sidewall portion 
16 of the container 10 includes a product label area 50. The 
product label area 50 illustrated is generally smooth and 
generally rectangular in shape measuring approximately 3.0 
inches (76.2 mm) long and approximately 2.261 inches 
(57.429 mm) wide. Similar to the product label area 48 on 
the front sidewall portion 34, the product label area 50 on the 
rear sidewall portion 36 can be of any geometrical con?gu 
ration. A label can be applied to product label areas 48 and 
50 using methods that are well known to those skilled in the 
art, including adhesive methods. 

[0038] The novel and innovative construction of the con 
tainer 10 further includes an upper product label protection 
area 52 and a lower product label protection area 54. As 
illustrated in FIG. 3, the shoulder region 14 merges with and 
transitions into the upper product label protection area 52 of 
the front sidewall portion 34 of the sidewall portion 16. 
Thereafter, the upper product label protection area 52 
merges with and transitions into the product label area 48. 
lntegrally formed with the product label area 48 and extend 
ing downward therefrom is the lower product label protec 
tion area 54. The lower product label protection area 54 of 
the front sidewall portion 34 of the sidewall portion 16 then 
merges with and transitions into the base 18. Thus, the upper 
product label protection area 52 is located above the product 
label area 48, while the lower product label protection area 
54 is located below the product label area 48. 

[0039] Accordingly, as speci?cally illustrated in FIG. 8, 
the upper product label protection area 52 exhibits a gener 
ally outward arcuate shaped surface 56 extending downward 
from the shoulder region 14 to the product label area 48. 
Similarly, the lower product label protection area 54 exhibits 
a generally outward arcuate shaped surface 58 extending 
upward from the base 18 to the product label area 48. 
Generally, outward arcuate shaped surface 56 has a radius of 
curvature designated as R5. Generally, outward arcuate 
shaped surface 58 has a radius of curvature designated as R6. 
Typically, radius of curvature R5 of the generally outward 
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arcuate shaped surface 56 and radius of curvature R6 of the 
generally outward arcuate shaped surface 58 measure 
approximately between about 1.969 inch (50 mm) to about 
3.937 inch (100 mm). The generally outWard arcuate shaped 
surfaces 56 and 58, individually can be described as bulges. 
While in combination With the product label area 48, gen 
erally outWard arcuate shaped surfaces 56 and 58 can be 
described as de?ning a hourglass silhouette. 

[0040] In visual appearance, the application of the ham 
mer like, textured patterned surface of the front sideWall 
portion 34, having indentations 40, 42 and 44 formed 
therein, of the container 10 serves to disguise and hide the 
radii of curvature R5 and R6 associated With generally 
outWard arcuate shaped surfaces 56 and 58, thereby, pro 
viding subtle, virtually indetectable or hidden label protec 
tion. Accordingly, the visual appearance of the container 10 
is enhanced by the interrelationship betWeen the hammer 
like, textured patterned surface of the front sideWall portion 
34, having indentations 40, 42 and 44 formed therein, of the 
container 10 With the generally outWard arcuate shaped 
surface 56 of the upper product label protection area 52, the 
product label area 48 and the generally outWard arcuate 
shaped surface 58 of the loWer product label protection area 
54, While at the same time providing label protection that is 
subtle, virtually indetectable, improving the visual continu 
ity of the entire container 10 pro?le and promoting the 
positive impact created by the container product label. 

[0041] While the above description constitutes the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, it Will be 
appreciated that the invention is susceptible to modi?cation, 
variation and change Without departing from the proper 
scope and fair meaning of the accompanying claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A bloW molded plastic container adapted for label 

protection, the container having an upper portion including 
a mouth de?ning an opening into the container, a loWer 
portion forming a base, and a sideWall portion connected 
With and extending betWeen said upper portion and said 
loWer portion; said upper portion, said loWer portion and 
said sideWall portion cooperating to de?ne a receptacle 
chamber Within the container into Which product can be 
?lled; said sideWall portion de?ned in at least part by a 
textured surface area, a product label area and a label 
protection area, said textured surface area and said label 
protection area in combination providing label protection 
that is virtually indetectable. 

2. The container according to claim 1 Wherein said 
textured surface area includes a plurality of indentations 
formed therein. 

3. The container according to claim 2 Wherein said 
plurality of indentations vary in siZe and are randomly 
spaced throughout said textured surface area. 

4. The container according to claim 2 Wherein said 
product label area is generally smooth and generally rect 
angular in shape. 

5. The container according to claim 2 further comprising 
a front sideWall portion having a generally smooth, rectan 
gularly shaped front product label area and a rear sideWall 
portion having a generally smooth, rectangularly shaped rear 
product label area. 

6. The container according to claim 2 Wherein said label 
protection area comprises a ?rst label protection area above 
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said product label area and a second label protection area 
beloW said product label area. 

7. The container according to claim 6 Wherein said ?rst 
label protection area forms a ?rst generally outWard arcuate 
shaped surface in cross section and said second label pro 
tection area forms a second generally outWard arcuate 
shaped surface in cross section. 

8. A bloW molded plastic container adapted for label 
protection, the container having an upper portion including 
a mouth de?ning an opening into the container, a loWer 
portion forming a base, and a sideWall portion connected 
With and extending betWeen said upper portion and said 
loWer portion; said upper portion, said loWer portion and 
said sideWall portion cooperating to de?ne a receptacle 
chamber Within the container into Which product can be 
?lled; said sideWall portion having a plurality of indenta 
tions formed therein, a product label area, a ?rst label 
protection area and a second label protection area, said 
plurality of indentations, said ?rst label protection area and 
said second label protection area in combination providing 
label protection that is virtually indetectable. 

9. The container according to claim 8 Wherein said 
plurality of indentations vary in siZe and are randomly 
spaced throughout said sideWall portion. 

10. The container according to claim 9 Wherein said 
product label area is generally smooth and generally rect 
angular in shape. 

11. The container according to claim 9 further comprising 
a front sideWall portion having a generally smooth, rectan 
gularly shaped front product label area and a rear sideWall 
portion having a generally smooth, rectangularly shaped rear 
product label area. 

12. The container according to claim 9 Wherein said ?rst 
label protection area is located above said product label area 
and said second label protection area is located beloW said 
product label area. 

13. The container according to claim 12 Wherein said ?rst 
label protection area forms a ?rst generally outWard arcuate 
shaped surface in cross section and said second label pro 
tection area forms a second generally outWard arcuate 
shaped surface in cross section. 

14. A bloW molded plastic container comprising: 

an upper portion de?ning a mouth; 

a shoulder region formed With said upper portion and 
extending doWnWard therefrom; 

a loWer portion forming a base of the container; and 

a sideWall extending betWeen and joining said shoulder 
region With said loWer portion, said sideWall including 
a textured surface area, a product label area, a ?rst label 
protection area and a second label protection area, said 
textured surface area, said ?rst label protection area and 
said second label protection area in combination pro 
viding label protection that is virtually indetectable. 

15. The container according to claim 14 Wherein said 
textured surface area and said shoulder region include a 
plurality of indentations formed therein. 

16. The container according to claim 15 Wherein said 
plurality of indentations vary in siZe and are randomly 
spaced throughout said textured surface area and said shoul 
der region. 
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17. The container according to claim 15 wherein said 
product label area is generally smooth and generally rect 
angular in shape. 

18. The container according to claim 15 further compris 
ing a front sideWall portion having a generally smooth, 
rectangularly shaped front product label area and a rear 
sideWall portion having a generally smooth, rectangularly 
shaped rear product label area. 

19. The container according to claim 15 Wherein said ?rst 
label protection area is located above said product label area 
and said second label protection area is located beloW said 
product label area. 

20. The container according to claim 19 Wherein said ?rst 
label protection area forms a ?rst generally outWard arcuate 
shaped surface in cross section and said second label pro 
tection area forms a second generally outWard arcuate 
shaped surface in cross section. 

21. A method of creating a visual impression of a virtually 
indictable label protection for a plastic container pro?le, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

creating said plastic container With a shoulder region, a 
sideWall portion and a base, said sideWall portion 
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having a textured surface area, a product label area and 
a label protection area, said sideWall portion extending 
betWeen and joining said shoulder region With said 
base; and 

orienting said container at a point of sale such that said 
textured surface area, said product label area and said 
label protection area cooperate to provide said visual 
impression of a substantially straight vertical line in 
pro?le. 

22. The method of claim 21 further comprising the step of: 

af?xing a product label to said product label area prior to 
sale Which visually emphasiZes the positive impact 
created by a product Within said container. 

23. The method of claim 21 further comprising the steps 
of: 

?lling said container With a product; and 

capping said container prior to sale. 


