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REFRIGERATOR 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of Korean 
Patent Application No. 2004-78099, ?led on Sep. 30, 2004 
and Korean Patent Application No. 2005-76774, ?led on 
Aug. 22, 2005 in the Korean Intellectual Property Of?ce, the 
disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates to a refrigerator, and, 
more particularly, to a refrigerator, Which includes a shaved 
ice dispensing unit, and an ice cube dispensing unit posi 
tioned Within an ice cube container such that ice cubes, 
crushed ice, and shaved ice are selectively dispensed to a 
user. 

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0005] Generally, a refrigerator includes a freeZing com 
partment, and a refrigerating compartment, Which are par 
titioned from each other to store various foods at a loW 
temperature in an appropriate state for a long time. The 
refrigerating compartment includes various refrigerated 
foods, such as vegetables and fruits, Which require storage 
above freeZing, and the freeZing compartment includes 
various froZen foods, such as pork, beef, and ?sh, Which 
require storage beloW freeZing. 

[0006] The freeZing compartment includes an automatic 
icemaker to produce ice cubes of a predetermined siZe or 
more using cold air circulating Within the freeZing compart 
ment. The automatic icemaker includes an ice tray to auto 
matically freeZe Water into the ice cubes, and an ice cube 
container disposed beloW the ice tray to contain the ice cubes 
produced in the ice tray. The automatic icemaker is con?g 
ured such that, after Water is automatically fed into the ice 
tray and formed into the ice cubes, the ice cubes are 
automatically conveyed to and contained Within the ice cube 
container, and such that, in the event of a de?ciency of the 
ice cubes Within the ice cube container, the above mentioned 
automatic process of producing the ice cubes is repeated by 
supplying Water into the ice tray. 

[0007] HoWever, since the conventional refrigerator is not 
provided With a shaved ice dispensing unit to dispense 
shaved ice after making the ice cubes produced by the 
automatic icemaker into the shaved ice, it is very inconve 
nient for users of the conventional refrigerator to produce 
the shaved ice, for example, When making an iced beverage 
using the shaved ice. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] Accordingly, it is an aspect of the present invention 
to provide a refrigerator, Which includes a shaved ice dis 
pensing unit, and an ice cube dispensing unit positioned 
Within an ice cube container such that the shaved ice, the ice 
cubes, and the crushed ice are selectively dispensed to a user. 

[0009] Additional aspects and/or advantages of the inven 
tion Will be set forth in part in the description Which folloWs 
and, in part, Will be apparent from the description, or may be 
learned by practice of the invention. 
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[0010] The foregoing and/or other aspects of the present 
invention are achieved by providing a refrigerator, compris 
ing: a freeZing compartment; a freeZing compartment door 
to open and close the freeZing compartment; an icemaker 
equipped to the freeZing compartment to produce ice cubes; 
an ice cube container including ?rst and second ends to 
contain the ice cubes; a shaved ice dispensing unit posi 
tioned Within the ice cube container; an ice cube dispensing 
unit positioned in parallel to the shaved ice dispensing unit 
Within the ice cube container; and a dispensing passage to 
guide the shaved ice and the ice cubes respectively produced 
from the shaved ice dispensing unit and the ice cube 
dispensing unit to an outside of the freeZing compartment 
door. 

[0011] The shaved ice dispensing unit includes at least one 
compressing Wing rotatably disposed on the second end of 
the ice cube container, and at least one blade ?xedly dis 
posed on the second end of the ice cube container to crush 
the ice cubes contained Within the ice cube container into 
crushed ice. 

[0012] The shaved ice dispensing unit further includes a 
driving motor disposed on the ?rst end of the ice cube 
container, a guide barrel disposed on the second end of the 
ice cube container, a rotational shaft disposed axially Within 
the guide barrel to be rotated by the driving motor, and a 
shaved ice outlet provided at a loWer portion of the guide 
barrel, the compressing Wing being connected With the 
rotational shaft While radially extending toWards an inner 
peripheral surface of the guide barrel, and the blade being 
?xed at the shaved ice outlet of the guide barrel. 

[0013] The shaved ice dispensing unit further includes a 
spiral guide connected betWeen the driving motor and the 
rotational shaft to guide the ice cubes contained Within the 
ice cube container to the guide barrel. 

[0014] The compressing Wing is of an arc-shape curved 
toWards the blade in a rotational direction of the rotational 
shaft. 

[0015] The shaved ice dispensing unit further includes at 
least one spiral Wing rotatably connected With the rotational 
shaft at the front of the compressing Wing Within the guide 
barrel to push the ice cubes toWards the compressing Wing. 

[0016] The shaved ice dispensing unit further includes a 
case surrounding the guide barrel and having an opening 
formed at a loWer portion of the case to guide the shaved ice 
discharged from the crushed ice outlet beloW the case. 

[0017] The ice cube dispensing unit includes an ice cube 
crusher to selectively crush the ice cubes contained Within 
the ice cube container into crushed ice. 

[0018] The ice cube dispensing unit further includes an ice 
cube/crushed ice outlet provided on the second end of the ice 
cube container, and the ice cube crusher includes a rotational 
cutter and a stationary cutter positioned corresponding to the 
ice cube/crushed ice outlet to crush the ice cubes, having 
been conveyed to the ice cube/ crushed ice outlet, into the 
crushed ice. 

[0019] The ice dispensing unit further includes an outlet 
adjusting device to adjust a siZe of the ice cube/crushed ice 
outlet according to Whether the ice cube crusher is operated 
or not. 
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[0020] The dispensing passage includes a shaved ice dis 
charge port formed at a location corresponding to the shaved 
ice dispensing unit, and an ice cube/crushed ice discharge 
port formed at a location corresponding to the ice cube 
dispensing unit in the freezing compartment door. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0021] These and/or other aspects and advantages of the 
invention Will become apparent and more readily appreci 
ated from the folloWing description of the embodiments, 
taken in conjunction With the accompanying draWings, of 
Which: 

[0022] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW illustrating an appear 
ance of a refrigerator in accordance With an embodiment of 

the present invention; 

[0023] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along line 
II-II of FIG. 1, illustrating a schematic inner construction of 
the refrigerator; 

[0024] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW illustrating a shaved 
ice dispensing unit and an ice cube dispensing unit posi 
tioned Within an ice cube container; 

[0025] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along line 
IV-IV of FIG. 3, illustrating the construction of the shaved 
ice dispensing unit; 

[0026] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along line 
V-V of FIG. 3, illustrating the shaved ice dispensing unit in 
the process of producing shaved ice; and 

[0027] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along line 
VI-VI of FIG. 2, illustrating the state in Which the shaved 
ice, the ice cubes and crushed ice are dispensed from the ice 
cube container to the outside of the freeZing compartment 
door. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0028] Reference Will noW be made in detail to the 
embodiments of the present invention, examples of Which 
are illustrated in the accompanying draWings, Wherein like 
reference numerals refer to the like elements. The embodi 
ments are described beloW to explain the present invention 
by referring to the ?gures. 

[0029] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW illustrating an appear 
ance of a refrigerator according to the present invention, and 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along line II-II of 
FIG. 1, Which illustrates a schematic inner construction of 
the refrigerator. 

[0030] As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the refrigerator 
comprises a body 1 opened at a front side thereof and 
de?ning an appearance of the refrigerator. The body 1 
comprises an inner space partitioned into a freeZing com 
partment 4 and a refrigerating compartment (not shoWn), 
Which are opened and closed by a freeZing compartment 
door 2 and a refrigerating compartment door 3 hingably 
coupled to the front side of the body 1, respectively. 

[0031] The refrigerator comprises an evaporator 5 on a 
rear Wall of the body 1 to generate cold air, and a compressor 
6 at a rear of a loWer portion of the body 1 to compress 
refrigerant, and an automatic icemaker 10 at an upper 
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portion of the freeZing compartment 4 to automatically 
produce and supply ice cubes of a predetermined siZe. 

[0032] The automatic icemaker 10 comprises an ice tray 
11 to freeZe Water into the ice cubes after receiving the Water, 
an ice cube container 20 disposed beloW the ice tray 11 to 
contain the ice cubes formed in the ice tray 11, and a Water 
feeding pipe 12 connected With an outside Water reservoir 
and extending above the ice tray 11 to feed the Water into the 
ice tray 11. 

[0033] The ice cube container 20 comprises a shaved ice 
dispensing unit 30 to produce the ice cubes contained in the 
ice cube 20 container into shaved ice, and an ice cube 
dispensing unit 50 to dispense the ice cubes in the ice cube 
container 20 or to dispense crushed ice after crushing the ice 
cubes in the ice cube container 20 into crushed ice (see FIG. 
3). 
[0034] The freeZing compartment door 2 comprises a 
dispensing passage 17 through Which the shaved ice dis 
pensed from the shaved ice dispensing unit 30 or the ice 
cubes and the crushed ice selectively dispensed from the ice 
cube dispensing unit 50 are discharged to the outside of the 
freeZing compartment door 2. The dispensing passage 17 
comprises a shaved ice discharge port 13, and an ice 
cube/crushed ice discharge port 14 formed through the 
freeZing compartment door 2 (see FIG. 6). 

[0035] The freeZing compartment door 2 further com 
prises a shaved ice discharge lever 15, and an ice cube/ 
crushed ice discharge lever 16 beloW the shaved ice dis 
charge port 13 and the ice cube/crushed ice discharge port 
14, respectively. A control unit 8 is provided above the 
shaved ice discharge lever 15 and the ice cube/crushed ice 
discharge lever 16 on an outer surface of the freeZing 
compartment 2. The control unit 8 comprises a shaved ice 
selection button, an ice cube selection button, and a crushed 
ice selection button. 

[0036] The controller 8 controls the automatic icemaker 
10 to automatically produce the ice cubes, and When one of 
the shaved ice selection button, the ice cube selection button, 
and the crushed ice selection button is pushed, the controller 
8 controls one of the shaved ice dispensing unit 30 and the 
ice cube dispensing unit 50 to be selectively operated to 
dispense the shaved ice, the ice cubes or the crushed ice 
according to selection of a user. 

[0037] Thus, after a predetermined time has elapsed since 
the ice tray 11 Was ?lled With Water through the Water 
feeding pipe 12, the Water Within the ice tray 11 is froZen to 
ice cubes by virtue of cold air circulating in the freeZing 
compartment 4. Then, the ice cubes are automatically con 
veyed to, and ?ll the ice cube container 20. These processes 
are controlled by the control unit 8. 

[0038] In this state, When the shaved ice selection button 
of the control unit 8, and the shaved ice discharge lever 15 
are pushed, the control unit 8 controls the shaved ice 
dispensing unit 30 to produce the shaved ice. The shaved ice 
is dispensed to an outside of the freeZing compartment door 
2 through the shaved ice discharge port 13 of the dispensing 
passage 17, and ?lls a cup 7. 

[0039] In the same manner, When the ice cube selection 
button of the control unit 8, and the ice cube/crushed ice 
discharge lever 16 are pushed, the control unit 8 controls the 
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ice cube dispensing unit 50 to produce and dispense the ice 
cubes to an outside of the freezing compartment door 2 
through the ice cube/crushed ice discharge port 14 of the 
dispensing passage 17. As a matter of course, When the 
crushed ice selection button of the control unit 8, and the ice 
cube/crushed ice discharge lever 16 are pushed, the control 
unit 8 controls the ice cube dispensing unit 50 to produce the 
crushed ice. The crushed ice is dispensed to the outside of 
the freezing compartment door 2 through the ice cube/ 
crushed ice discharge port 14 of the dispensing passage 17. 

[0040] The construction and operation of the shaved ice 
dispensing unit 30, and the ice cube dispensing unit 50 Will 
be described With reference to FIGS. 3 to 6. 

[0041] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW illustrating the shaved 
ice dispensing unit and the ice cube dispensing unit posi 
tioned Within the ice cube container, FIG. 4 shoWs the 
construction of the shaved ice dispensing unit, and FIG. 5 
shoWs the process of producing the shaved ice by the shaved 
ice dispensing unit. FIG. 6 shoWs the state in Which the 
shaved ice, the ice cubes and crushed ice are dispensed from 
the ice cube container to the outside of the freeZing com 
partment door. 

[0042] Referring to FIG. 3, the shaved ice dispensing unit 
30 and the ice cube dispensing unit 50 are positioned in 
parallel Within the ice cube container 20. More speci?cally, 
the shaved ice dispensing unit 30 and the ice cube dispensing 
unit 50 are longitudinally positioned in parallel Within the 
ice cube container 20 betWeen a ?rst end 21 of the ice cube 
container 20 located near a rear Wall of the freeZing com 
partment 4 and a second end 22 of the ice cube container 20 
above the shaved ice discharge port 13 and ice cube/ crushed 
ice discharge port 14 formed in the freeZing compartment 
door 2. 

[0043] In order to alloW the ice cubes contained in the ice 
cube container 20 to be smoothly conveyed to the shaved ice 
dispensing unit 30 and the ice cube dispensing unit 50, 
respectively, a partition plate 23 of a predetermined height 
is disposed betWeen the shaved ice dispensing unit 30 and 
the ice cube dispensing unit 50. 

[0044] The shaved ice dispensing unit 30 comprises a 
driving motor 31 equipped on the ?rst end 21 of the ice cube 
container 20, and a spiral guide 32 having one end coupled 
With the driving motor 31 and the other end extending 
toWards the second end 22 of the ice cube container 20 While 
de?ning a space to guide the ice cubes. 

[0045] The shaved ice dispensing unit 30 further com 
prises a guide barrel 34 disposed on the second end 22 of the 
ice cube container 20, a rotational shaft 33 connected With 
the other end of the spiral guide 32 While axially extending 
through the guide barrel 34, a plurality of compressing 
Wings 36 radially extending from the rotational shaft 33 
While being positioned adjacent an inner peripheral surface 
of the guide barrel 34, a plurality of shaved ice outlets 40 
formed through the loWer end of the guide barrel 34 (see 
FIG. 5), and a plurality of blades 39 respectively ?xed to the 
shaved ice outlets 40 in the guide barrel 34. 

[0046] The shaved ice dispensing unit 30 further com 
prises a case 37, Which surrounds the guide barrel 34 at the 
outside of the second end 22 of the ice cube container 20 and 
has an opening 38 (see FIG. 5) formed through the case 37 
beloW the guide barrel 34 to guide the crushed ice, having 
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been discharged from the crushed ice outlet 40 of the guide 
barrel 34, to the shaved ice discharge port 13 formed in the 
freeZing compartment door 2, and at least one spiral Wing 35 
connected With the rotational shaft 33 at the front of the 
compressing Wings 36 While being surrounded by the guide 
barrel 34 to move the ice cubes, having been conveyed to the 
guide barrel 34 by the spiral guide 32, toWards the com 
pressing Wings 36. 

[0047] As shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 5, the rotational shaft 33 
is axially disposed Within the guide barrel 34. The spiral 
Wing 35, and the compressing Wings 36 spaced a predeter 
mined distance from the spiral Wing While extending radially 
are equipped to the rotational shaft 33. The plurality of 
shaved ice outlets 40 is formed in a loWer portion of the 
guide barrel 34 (see FIG. 5) so as to correspond to the 
compressing Wings 36, and has a length corresponding to the 
Width of the compressing Wings 36. The plurality of blades 
39 is disposed in the longitudinal direction at the shaved ice 
outlets 40. 

[0048] Each of the compressing Wings 36 is of a substan 
tially arc shape, and one end of the compressing Wing 36 is 
slightly separated from the inner peripheral surface of the 
guide barrel 34 such that the compressing Wings 36 can 
rotate Within the guide barrel 34. Each of the compressing 
Wings 36 is curved toWards the blade 39 in the rotational 
direction of the rotational shaft 33 such that the compressing 
Wings 36 force the ice cubes to be brought into intimate 
contact With the blades 39, and produce the shaved ice 
together With the blades 39. 

[0049] Accordingly, When the shaved ice selection button 
of the control unit 8 and the shaved ice discharge lever 15 
equipped to an outside of the freeZing compartment door 2 
are pushed, the spiral guide 32 and the rotational shaft 33 are 
rotated by the driving motor 31 to rotate the spiral Wing 35 
and the compressing Wings 36 Within the guide barrel 34. As 
a result, the ice cubes are conveyed into the guide barrel 34 
by means of the spiral guide 32, and then are conveyed to the 
compressing Wings 36 by means of the spiral Wing 35 Within 
the guide barrel 34. 

[0050] The ice cubes conveyed to the compressing Wings 
36 are shaved by cooperation of the compressing Wings 36 
and the blades 39 into the shaved ice, Which is then dropped 
along the shaved ice outlets 40 of the guide barrel 34 and the 
opening 38 of the case 37. 

[0051] The shaved ice produced by the shaved ice dis 
pensing unit 30 is dropped to the shaved ice discharge port 
13 of the dispensing passage 17 formed beloW the opening 
38 through the freeZing compartment door 2, as shoWn in 
FIG. 6, and is then discharged to the outside of the freeZing 
compartment door 2. 

[0052] As shoWn in FIG. 3, the ice cube dispensing unit 
50 positioned together With the shaved ice dispensing unit 
30 in the ice cube container 20 comprises a driving motor 51 
equipped in parallel to the driving motor 31 of the shaved ice 
dispensing unit 30 on the ?rst end 21 of the ice cube 
container 20, and a spiral guide 52 having one end coupled 
With the driving motor 51 and the other end extending to the 
second end 22 of the ice cube container 20 While de?ning a 
space for guiding the ice cubes. 

[0053] The ice cube dispensing unit 50 further comprises 
a case 58 disposed at the outside of the second end 22 of the 
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ice cube container 20 and having an ice cube/crushed ice 
outlet 59 formed therethrough, a rotational shaft 53 con 
nected With the other end of the spiral guide 52 While 
extending toWards the case 58, at least one spiral Wing 55 
coupled to the rotational shaft 53, and a guide barrel 54 
surrounding an outer peripheral surface of the spiral Wing 55 
to guide the conveyance of the ice cubes. 

[0054] The ice cube dispensing unit 50 further comprises 
an ice cube crusher 70 equipped to the second end 22 of the 
ice cube container 20 to dispense crushed ice together With 
the ice cubes. The ice cube crusher 70 comprises a pair of 
rotational cutters 56 coupled With the rotational shaft 53 at 
a location corresponding to the ice cube/crushed ice outlet 
59, and a stationary cutter 69 ?xed at the ice cube/crushed 
ice outlet 59 to be perpendicular to the rotational cutters 56, 
in order to crush the ice cubes, having been conveyed to the 
ice cube/crushed ice outlet 59 by the spiral Wings 55, into the 
crushed ice. 

[0055] The ice cube dispensing unit 50 further comprises 
an outlet adjusting device 60, Which can adjust the siZe of the 
ice cube/crushed ice outlet 59 such that the ice cubes and the 
crushed ice can be selectively dispensed from the ice cube 
dispensing unit 50. 

[0056] Accordingly, after adjusting the siZe of the ice 
cube/crushed ice outlet 59 to prevent the ice cubes from 
escaping through the outlet 59 by use of the outlet adjusting 
device 60 through the control unit 8, the driving motor 61 is 
driven to rotate the spiral guide 52, the rotational shaft 53, 
and the spiral Wings 55 coupled With the rotational shaft 53. 
Thereby, the ice cubes contained in the ice cube container 20 
are pushed into the guide barrel 54, in Which the ice cubes 
are conveyed to the ice cube/ crushed ice outlet 59 of the case 
58 by the spiral Wings 55. As a result, the ice cubes are 
crushed into crushed ice of a siZe corresponding to the 
adjusted siZe of the ice cube/crushed ice outlet 59 through 
operation of the rotational cutters 56 and the stationary 
cutter 57. The crushed ice is discharged to the outside of the 
freeZing compartment door 2 through ice cube/crushed ice 
discharge port 14 of the dispensing passage 17 formed in the 
freeZing compartment door 2. 

[0057] On the contrary, When the driving motor 61 is 
driven With the siZe of the ice cube/crushed ice outlet 59 
adjusted to alloW the ice cubes to pass through the outlet 59 
by use of the outlet adjusting device 60 through the control 
unit 8, the ice cubes are conveyed to the ice cube/crushed ice 
outlet 59 by the spiral Wings 55, and pass through the outlet 
59 Without being crushed by the rotational cutters 56 and the 
stationary cutter 57. Then, as shoWn in FIG. 6, the ice cubes 
are discharged to the outside of the freeZing compartment 
door 2 through ice cube/crushed ice discharge port 14. 

[0058] As is apparent from the above description, the 
refrigerator according to an embodiment of the invention 
includes the shaved ice dispensing unit, and the ice cube 
dispensing unit positioned Within the ice cube container to 
alloW ice cubes, crushed ice, and shaved ice to be smoothly 
dispensed to the outside of the freeZing compartment door 
according to selection of a user, so that the user of the 
refrigerator is provided With various shapes of ice. 

[0059] Although a feW embodiments of the present inven 
tion have been shoWn and described, it Would be appreciated 
by those skilled in the art that various modi?cations, addi 
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tions and substitutions may be made in these embodiments 
Without departing from the principle and spirit of the inven 
tion, the scope of Which de?ned in the claims and their 
equivalents. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A refrigerator, comprising: 

a freeZing compartment; 

a freeZing compartment door to open and close the 
freeZing compartment; 

an icemaker equipped to the freeZing compartment to 
produce ice cubes; 

an ice cube container including ?rst and second ends to 
contain the ice cubes; 

a shaved ice dispensing unit positioned Within the ice 
cube container; 

an ice cube dispensing unit positioned in parallel to the 
shaved ice dispensing unit Within the ice cube con 
tainer; and 

a dispensing passage to guide the shaved ice and the ice 
cubes respectively produced from the shaved ice dis 
pensing unit and the ice cube dispensing unit to an 
outside of the freeZing compartment door. 

2. The refrigerator according to claim 1, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit comprises at least one compress 
ing Wing rotatably disposed on the second end of the ice 
cube container, and at least one blade ?xedly disposed on the 
second end of the ice cube container to crush the ice cubes 
contained Within the ice cube container into crushed ice. 

3. The refrigerator according to claim 2, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit further comprises a driving motor 
disposed on the ?rst end of the ice cube container, a guide 
barrel disposed on the second end of the ice cube container, 
a rotational shaft disposed axially Within the guide barrel to 
be rotated by the driving motor, and a shaved ice outlet 
provided at a loWer portion of the guide barrel, the com 
pressing Wing being connected With the rotational shaft 
While radially extending toWards an inner peripheral surface 
of the guide barrel, and the blade being ?xed to the shaved 
ice outlet of the guide barrel. 

4. The refrigerator according to claim 3, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit further comprises a spiral guide 
connected betWeen the driving motor and the rotational shaft 
to guide the ice cubes contained Within the ice cube con 
tainer to the guide barrel. 

5. The refrigerator according to claim 3, Wherein the 
compressing Wing is of an arc-shape curved toWards the 
blade in a rotational direction of the rotational shaft. 

6. The refrigerator according to claim 3, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit further comprises at least one 
spiral Wing rotatably connected With the rotational shaft at 
the front of the compressing Wing Within the guide barrel to 
push the ice cubes toWards the compressing Wing. 

7. The refrigerator according to claim 3, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit further comprises a case sur 
rounding the guide barrel and having an opening formed at 
a loWer portion of the case to guide the shaved ice dis 
charged from the crushed ice outlet beloW the case. 
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8. The refrigerator according to claim 1, Wherein the ice 
cube dispensing unit comprises an ice cube crusher to 
selectively crush the ice cubes contained Within the ice cube 
container into crushed ice. 

9. The refrigerator according to claim 1, Wherein the ice 
cube dispensing unit further comprises an ice cube/crushed 
ice outlet provided on the second end of the ice cube 
container, and the ice cube crusher comprises a rotational 
cutter and a stationary cutter positioned corresponding to the 
ice cube/crushed ice outlet to crush the ice cubes, having 
been conveyed to the ice cube/crushed ice outlet, into the 
crushed ice. 

10. The refrigerator according to claim 1, Wherein the ice 
dispensing unit further comprises an outlet adjusting device 
to adjust a siZe of the ice cube/crushed ice outlet according 
to Whether the ice cube crusher is operated or not. 

11. The refrigerator according to claim 1, Wherein the 
dispensing passage comprises a shaved ice discharge port 
formed at a location corresponding to the shaved ice dis 
pensing unit, and an ice cube/crushed ice discharge port 
formed at a location corresponding to the ice cube dispens 
ing unit in the freeZing compartment door. 

12. A refrigerator, comprising: 

a freeZing compartment; 

an ice cube container equipped Within the freeZing com 
partment to contain ice cubes; 

a shaved ice dispensing unit positioned Within the ice 
cube container to dispense shaved ice after shaving the 
ice cubes contained in the ice cube into the shaved ice; 
and 

an ice cube dispensing unit positioned in parallel to the 
shaved ice dispensing unit Within the ice cube container 
to alloW the ice cubes contained in the ice cube con 
tainer to be discharged or to discharge crushed ice after 
crushing the ice cubes contained in the ice cube. 

13. The refrigerator according to claim 12, Wherein the ice 
cube container comprises a partition plate betWeen the 
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shaved ice dispensing unit and the ice cube dispensing unit 
to alloW the ice cubes contained in the ice cube container to 
be smoothly conveyed into the shaved ice dispensing unit 
and the ice cube dispensing unit. 

14. The refrigerator according to claim 12, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit comprises a driving motor dis 
posed on a ?rst end of the ice cube container, a guide barrel 
disposed on a second end facing the ?rst end of the ice cube 
container and having a crushed ice outlet formed through the 
guide barrel, at least one blade equipped to the crushed ice 
outlet, a rotational shaft axially disposed Within the guide 
barrel and rotated by the driving motor, and at least one 
compressing Wing connected With the rotational shaft and 
radially extending toWards an inner peripheral surface of the 
guide barrel to compress the ice cubes conveyed to the guide 
barrel against the blade to produce the crushed ice. 

15. The refrigerator according to claim 14, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit further comprises a spiral guide 
connected betWeen the driving motor and the rotational shaft 
to guide the ice cubes contained Within the ice cube con 
tainer to the guide barrel. 

16. The refrigerator according to claim 14, Wherein the 
shaved ice dispensing unit further comprises at least one 
spiral Wing rotatably connected With the rotational shaft at 
the front of the compressing Wing Within the guide barrel to 
push the ice cubes to the compressing Wing. 

17. The refrigerator according to claim 12, further com 
prising: a freeZing compartment door to open and close the 
freeZing compartment, the freeZing compartment door 
including a shaved ice discharge port formed at a location 
corresponding to the shaved ice dispensing unit, and an ice 
cube/crushed ice discharge port formed at a location corre 
sponding to the ice cube dispensing unit in the freeZing 
compartment door. 


