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(57) ABSTRACT 
Ophthalmically compatible contact lenses include lens bod 
ies con?gured for placement on a cornea of an animal or 
human eye. The lens bodies are made of a hydrophilic 
silicon-containing polymeric material. The lens bodies have 
oxygen permeabilities, Water content, surface Wettabilities, 
?eXibilities, and/or designs to be Worn by a lens Wearer even 
during sleep. The present lenses can be Worn on a daily 
basis, including overnight, or can be Worn for several days, 
such as about thirty days, Without requiring removal or 
cleaning. 
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SILICONE HYDROGEL CONTACT LENS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. Provi 
sional Application No. 60/604,961, ?led Aug. 27, 2004 and 
US. Provisional Application No. 60/621,525, ?led Oct. 22, 
2004, the contents of Which in their entireties are hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to contact lenses 
Which are Wearable, on a continuous basis, for extended 
periods of time. In particular, the invention relates to ?ex 
ible, hydrophilic silicon-containing contact lenses Which 
have advantageous combinations of properties. 

[0003] Contact lenses are fundamentally classi?ed into 
soft and hard type lenses. Hard contact lenses are literally 
hard and can be someWhat uncomfortable to Wear. On the 
other hand, soft contact lenses are more comfortable to Wear, 
but are commonly removed from the eye at the end of each 
day. Soft contact lenses are classi?ed as hydrogel lenses and 
non-hydrogel lenses. 

[0004] Conventional soft hydrogel contact lenses are often 
composed of copolymers of hydrophilic monomers, such as 
hydroxyethylmethacrylate, N-vinylpyrrolidone and the like, 
and can be prepared by lathe-cutting methods, spin casting 
methods, cast molding methods or combinations thereof, 
folloWed by a sWelling treatment in a physiological saline 
and/or phosphate buffer solution to obtain lenses With Water 
contents of about 20% or about 30% to about 80% by 
Weight. 
[0005] Soft silicon or silicone hydrogel contact lenses 
have been suggested for continuous Wear for extended 
periods of time. For example, some silicone hydrogel con 
tact lenses are intended to be Worn overnight. Some silicone 
hydrogel contact lenses can be Worn continuously for about 
tWo Weeks, and some silicone hydrogel contact lenses can be 
Worn continuously for about one month or about thirty days. 
Such continuous Wear lenses have had relatively high oxy 
gen permeabilities to provide for oxygen access to the 
cornea during the extended Wearing of such lenses. 

[0006] Oxygen permeability (Dk) is an important factor in 
contact lens design to maintain ocular health for contact lens 
Wearers. As established by Holden and MertZ in 1984, a 
minimum of 87x10‘9 (cm ml O2)/(sec ml mmHg) oxygen 
transmissibility is required for hydrogel contact lenses to 
limit overnight edema to 4% (Holden et al., Invest. Ophtal 
mol. Vis. Sci., 25:1161-1167(1984)). Physical properties 
such as oxygen ?ux oxygen permeability (Dk), and 
oxygen transmissibility (Dk/t) are used in referring to prop 
erties of contact lenses. Oxygen ?ux can be de?ned as a 
volume of oxygen passing through a speci?ed area of a 
contact lens over a set amount of time. The physical units of 
oxygen ?ux can be described as pl O2 (cm2 sec). Oxygen 
permeability can be de?ned as the amount of oxygen passing 
through a contact lens material over a set amount of time and 
pressure difference. Physical units of oxygen permeability 
can be described as 1 Barrer or 10'11 (cm3 O2 cm)/(cm3 sec 
mmHg). Oxygen transmissibility can be de?ned as the 
amount of oxygen passing through a contact lens of speci 
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?ed thickness over a set amount of time and pressure 
difference. The physical units of oxygen transmissibility can 
be de?ned as 10'9 (cm ml O2)/(ml sec mmHg). Oxygen 
transmissibility relates to a lens type With a particular 
thickness. Oxygen permeability is a material speci?c prop 
erty that can be calculated from lens oxygen transmissibility. 

[0007] Oxygen transmissibility is commonly measured 
using polarographic and coulometric techniques knoWn by 
persons or ordinary skill in the art. Oxygen permeability can 
be calculated by multiplying the oxygen transmissibility 
(Dk/t) of a lens by the mean thickness of the measured area. 
HoWever, it appears that the polarographic techniques may 
not provide accurate measurements for high Dk silicone 
hydrogel contact lenses, such as silicone hydrogel contact 
lenses having a Dk greater than about 100 barrers. The 
variability associated With polarographic techniques may be 
related to the issue that for silicone hydrogel lenses having 
a Dk greater than 100 barrers, the measurements tend to 
plateau at Dk values greater than 100. The coulometric 
technique is frequently used to measure the Dk of lenses that 
are believed to have Dks greater than 100 barrers. 

[0008] Prior art soft silicon-containing hydrophilic contact 
lenses With higher Water contents tend to have reduced or 
loWer oxygen permeabilities. For example, a silicone hydro 
gel contact lens available under the tradename, Focus Night 
& Day (available from CIBA Vision Corporation), has a 
Water content of about 24% and a Dk of about 140 barrers. 
Another silicone hydrogel contact lens available under the 
tradename, O2 Optix (available from CIBA Vision Corpo 
ration), has a Water content of about 33% and a Dk of about 
110 barrers. Another silicone hydrogel contact lens available 
under the tradename, Acuvue Oasys (available from Johnson 
& Johnson), has a Water content of about 38% and a Dk of 
about 105 barrers. Another silicone hydrogel contact lens 
available under the tradename, PureVision (available from 
Bausch & bomb), has a Water content of about 36% and a 
Dk of about 100 barrers. Another silicone hydrogel contact 
lens available under the tradename, Acuevue Advance 
(available from Johnson & Johnson), has a Water content of 
about 46-47% and a Dk of about 65 barrers. In comparison, 
a non-silicone hydrogel contact lens available under the 
tradename, Acuvue2 (available from Johnson & Johnson), 
has a Water content of about 58% and a Dk of about 25 
barrers. 

[0009] In addition, existing silicone hydrogel contact 
lenses have a modulus from betWeen about 0.4 to about 1.4 
mPa. For example, the Focus Night & Day contact lens has 
a modulus of about 1.4 mPa, the PureVision contact lens has 
a modulus of about 1.3 mPa, the O2 Optix has a modulus of 
about 1.0 mPa, the Advance contact lens has a modulus of 
about 0.4 mPa, and the Oasys contact lens has a modulus of 
about 0.7 mPa. In general, for existing silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses, as the Dk increases, the modulus of the lens 
increases. 

[0010] Furthermore, existing silicone hydrogel contact 
lenses do not have desirable surface Wettabilities. For 
example, the Focus Night and Day contact lens has a Wetting 
angle of about 67°, the PureVision contact lens has a Wetting 
angle of about 99°, the O2 Optix contact lens has a Wetting 
angle of about 60°, and the Advance contact lens has a 
Wetting angle of about 107°. In comparison, non-silicone 
hydrogel contact lenses have Wetting angles of about 30°. 
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[0011] It is important that contact lenses be comfortable 
and safe to Wear. For example, silicone hydrogel contact 
lenses should be comfortable and safe to Wear for daily use, 
for overnight Wear, and/or for Wearing on an extended or 
continuous Wear basis. One problem that arises in extended 
or continuous Wear contact lenses is adhesion of the lens to 
the cornea during lens Wearing Which can result in Wearer 
discomfort, eye irritation, corneal staining and/or other 
damage to the eye. Although lenses With high Water contents 
are softer and more comfortable to Wear, such prior art 
lenses may not have one or more properties useful to provide 
comfortable and safe Wearing of the contact lenses. For 
example, existing contact lenses may not have a desirable 
Dk, a desirable surface Wettability, a desirable modulus, a 
desired design, and/or a desirable Water content. For 
example, silicone hydrogel contact lenses With a high Dk 
typically have a loWer Water content. In addition, such lenses 
are more stiff compared to lenses With a higher Water 
content, and such lenses are less Wettable. 

[0012] To reduce stromal anoxia during daily Wear of 
contact lenses, it is desirable to produce a lens that has an 
oxygen transmissibility of at least about 45. Lenses, such as 
certain existing silicone hydrogel contact lenses, With an 
oxygen transmissibility greater than 50 have been developed 
to reduce stromal anoxia during daily Wear. 

[0013] To help improve the properties of silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses, some lenses have been produced Which 
include one or more surface treatments or surface modi? 

cations to attempt to make the lens surfaces more hydro 
philic. Other lenses have been produced Which include an 
interpenetrating netWork of polyvinylpyrollidone and a sili 
con-containing polymer. 

[0014] There continues to be a need for neW silicone 
hydrogcl contact lenses which have advantagcous combina 
tions of properties such as, enhanced ?exibility or less 
stiffness, better Wettability, and/or better lens designs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0015] NeW contact lenses have been invented. For 
example, contact lenses Which comprise a hydrophilic sili 
con-containing polymeric component (e.g., silicone hydro 
gel contact lenses) have been invented. The present lenses 
can be understood to be associated With one, tWo, or more 
of the folloWing features, a natural Wettability (e.g., an 
untreated surface Wettability), a high Dk, a high Water 
content, a loW modulus, and designs that facilitate Wearing 
the contact lenses With reduced discomfort. For example, the 
present lenses have one or more of the foregoing properties 
When compared to existing silicone hydrogel contact lenses. 
Or, stated differently, the present lenses have different values 
of one or more of the foregoing properties. The properties of 
the present lenses lead to reduced disomfort to the lens 
Wearer Wearing the present contact lenses compared to 
existing silicone hydrogel contact lenses. 

[0016] In certain embodiments, the present silicone hydro 
gel contact lenses have one or more surfaces that are not 
treated to become more hydrophilic, have no Wetting agents, 
and/or are associated With loW or no protein or lipid depo 
sition. 

[0017] In certain embodiments, the present silicone hydro 
gel contact lenses have a relatively high Dk and a relatively 
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high Water content compared to existing silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses, such as those described herein. For example, 
the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses may have an 
equilibrium Water content from about 30% to about 60% by 
Weight, and a Dk from about 200 barrers to about 80 barrers. 
In one embodiment, a silicone hydrogel contact lens has an 
equilibrium Water content from 20% to 70% by Weight, and 
a Dk from 220 barrers to 60 barrers. One example of the 
present silicone hydrogel contact lenses has an equilibrium 
Water content of about 30% by Weight and a Dk of about 200 
barrers. In certain embodiments, the present lens has an 
equilibrium Water content greater than 20% by Weight and a 
Dk greater than 160 barrers. Another example of the present 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses has a Water content of about 
60% by Weight and a Dk of about 80 barrers. In one 
embodiment, a silicone hydrogel contact lens has a Water 
content greater than 50% by Weight and a Dk greater than 70 
barrers. Yet another example of the present silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses has a Water content of about 48% by Weight 
and a Dk greater than 100 barrers. Thus, it can be understood 
that the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses may have 
higher Water content and higher Dk relative to existing 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses. 

[0018] Certain embodiments of the present silicone hydro 
gel contact lenses have a relatively higher Dk and a rela 
tively loWer modulus compared to existing silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses, as described herein. For example, the present 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses may have a Dk from about 
100 to about 200 barrers, and a modulus from about 0.4 mPa 
to about 1.4 mPa. One example of a silicone hydrogel 
contact lens has a Dk greater than 90 barrers and a modulus 
from 0.3 mPa to 1.5 mPa. In certain embodiments, the 
present silicone hydrogel contact lenses have a Dk of about 
100 and a modulus of about 0.4 mPa. In other embodiments, 
the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses have a Dk of 
about 200 and a modulus of about 1.4. In yet other embodi 
ments, the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses have a 
Dk of about 150 barrers and a modulus of about 0.8 mPA. 
In comparison, the existing Acuvue Advance silicone hydro 
gel contact lens has a modulus of about 0.4 mPa and a Dk 
of about 70. The existing Focus Night & Day silicone 
hydrogel contact lens has a modulus of about 1.4 and a Dk 
of about 130. Thus, certain embodiments of the present 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses have a relatively greater Dk, 
a relatively higher Water content, and are relatively softer 
than existing silicone hydrogel contact lenses. 

[0019] The present silicone hydrogel contact lenses may 
comprise surfaces that have a greater Wettability than exist 
ing silicone hydrogel contact lenses, such as those silicone 
hydrogel contact lenses described herein. As understood by 
persons of ordinary skill in the art, the Wettability of a 
contact lens surface can be determined by measuring the 
Wetting angle using a method, such as the sessile drop 
method. Lower Wetting angles correspond to enhanced sur 
face Wettability. For purposes of comparison, existing sili 
cone hydrogel contact lenses, such as those described herein, 
have surfaces that provide a Wetting angle from about 60° to 
about 110°. The present silicone hydrogel contact lenses 
may comprise surfaces, such as the anterior and/or posterior 
surface, that have a Wetting angle less than 60°. In certain 
embodiments, the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses 
have surfaces that have a Wetting angle less than about 50°. 
In further embodiments, the present silicone hydrogel con 
tact lenses have surfaces that have a Wetting angle of about 
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30°. At least one example of the present contact lenses has 
a surface that has a Wetting angle less thn 40°. The present 
contact lenses With the loWer Wetting angle, and therefore, 
enhanced surface Wettability, have higher Dks, higher Water 
contents, and/or loWer modulus compared to existing sili 
cone hydrogel contact lenses, as discussed herein. 

[0020] The present lenses may provide improvement or 
enhancement in patient comfort compared to existing sili 
cone hydrogel contact lenses, as discussed herein. For 
example, Whereas only about 15% of patients Wearing 
existing silicone hydrogel contact lenses reported satisfac 
tory comfort Wearing the lenses, about 40% of patients 
Wearing the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses 
reported satisfactory comfort Wearing the lenses. 

[0021] In one speci?c embodiment, the present contact 
lenses have a Dk from about 115 to about 149 barrers, a 
Water content of about 48% by Weight, and a modulus of 
about 0.84 mPa. For example, a contact lens may have a Dk 
greater than 105 barrers, a Water content greater than 45% by 
Weight and a modulus greater than 0.8 mPa. In certain 
embodiments, the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses 
have a Water content greater than about 50% by Weight, a 
modulus from about 0.3 to about 0.5 mPa, and a Dk from 
about 70 to about 100 barrers. For example, a contact lens 
may have a Water content greater than 50% by Weight, a 
modulus from 0.2 mPa to 0.6 mPa, and a Dk greater than 60 
barrers. Such embodiments may be useful as daily Wear 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses. In additional embodiments, 
the present silicone hydrogel contact lenses have a Dk of at 
least about 120 barrers and a Water content of at least about 
48% by Weight. Such embodiments may be useful as 
extended or continuous Wear silicone hydrogel contact 
lenses. By Way of comparison, as discussed herein, the 
Acuevue Advance silicone hydrogel contact lens has a Dk of 
about 105, a Water content of about 46% by Weight, and a 
modulus of 0.7 mPa. 

[0022] The present lenses are hydrophilic, and have 
unique and advantageous combinations of properties as 
described herein. The combinations of properties are helpful 
in evaluating appropriate conditions for Wearing the present 
lenses. For example, certain combinations of properties, 
such as high Water content, relatively loWer Dk, and loW 
modulus may be desirable or acceptable for daily Wear 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses, such as lenses that can be 
Worn overnight Without cleaning, but that are typically 
disposed of on a daily basis. Other combinations of prop 
erties, such as high Dk, high Water content, and loW modulus 
may be effective in facilitating the use of such lenses in 
continuous or extended Wear applications, such as for more 
than one night, such as for at least about ?ve days, for 
example about tWo Weeks or more, or at least about one 
month. The present contact lenses can be relatively easily 
and cost effectively produced. Using such lenses provides 
advantages, such as, vision correction With reduced lens 
handling and maintenance, continuous or extended Wearing 
of contact lenses, While being ophthalmically compatible 
and providing for Wearer comfort and safety. 

[0023] In one broad aspect, contact lenses comprise lens 
bodies that are con?gured to be placed or disposed on a 
cornea of an animal or human eye. The lens bodies comprise 
a hydrophilic silicon-containing polymeric material or mate 
rials. The lens bodies have Dk’s or oxygen permeabilities of 
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greater than about 70 barrers or about 80 barrers or about 
100 barrers or about 105 barrers or about 110 barrers or 
about 115 barrers or about 120 barrers or about 125 barrers 
or about 130 barrers or about 150 barrers or about 180 
barrers or about 200 barrers or more and equilibrium Water 
contents of greater than about 15% or about 30% or about 
35% or about 40% or more by Weight. The present contact 
lenses are ophthalmically compatible, and advantageously 
are adapted and structured and/or are effective for continu 
ous Wear on a cornea of a human or animal eye, for example, 

for 1 day or 5 days or at least about 5 days or more. 

[0024] In one embodiment, the lens body, that is the 
ophthalmically compatible lens body, of the present contact 
lens, does not have, for example, is produced Without, 
surface treatment or modi?cation, such as on the anterior 
face and/or posterior face of the lens body. In certain prior 
art lenses such surface treatment Was required to enhance 
surface Wettability and/or one or more other properties of the 
lenses. The present lenses, advantageously have ophthalmic 
compatibility Without requiring such surface treatment or 
modi?cation. For example, the present lenses can be pro 
duced by polymeriZing a lens precursor composition in a 
contact lens mold assembly to form a contact lens that can 
undergo extraction and packaging steps Without requiring a 
post-polymeriZing surface modi?cation to remain suf? 
ciently Wettable When placed on an eye of an individual. In 
addition, some embodiments of the present lenses do not 
require polyvinylpyrollidone (PVP), such as a PVP contain 
ing interpenetrating network, and/or other additivies, to 
obtain the desired Wettability of the present lenses. In certain 
embodiments, the present lenses are free of a surface modi 
?cation or surface treatment and do not include a PVP 
containing interpenetrating netWork. In other Words, the 
present contact lenses can be produced by polymeriZing or 
curing a lens precursor composition in a contact lens mold 
and extracting and hydrating the polymeriZed lens. The 
hydrated lens produced in the mold includes an anterior 
surface and/or posterior surface that is suf?ciently Wettable 
to be Worn on an eye With reduced discomfort or Without 

substantial discomfort, to a lens Wearer, and Without requir 
ing a surface treatment. Thus, embodiments of the present 
invention may be understood to be non-surface treated 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses. 

[0025] In one embodiment, the lens bodies of the present 
contact lenses may have a combination of properties, includ 
ing an effective or appropriate iono?ux to substantially 
inhibit, or even substantially prevent, corneal staining, for 
example, corneal staining more severe than super?cial or 
moderate corneal staining, after the contact lens is Worn 
continuously on a cornea of a human or animal eye for 8 
hours or more, for example, for about 1 day, or about 5 days, 
or about 10 days, or about 20 days or about 30 days or 
longer. 

[0026] The oxygen permeability of the present lens bodies 
may be measured With the contact lens in the Wet or fully 
hydrated state. The oxygen permeability or Dk is expressed 
as ilfoarrers, that is 10-10 (ml 02 mm)/(cm2 sec. mm Hg) or 
10 ml 02 mm cm'2 sec.“1 mm Hg_1. Preferably, the lens 
body has a Dk of at least about 80 barrers or about 100 
barrers or about 105 barrers or about 110 barrers or about 
115 barrers or about 120 barrers or about 125 barrers or 
about 130 barrers, or at least about 150 barrers or about 180 
barrers, or even at least about 200 barrers or more. The larger 
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values of Dk of the present lens bodies are highly useful in 
that oxygen is substantially accessible to the cornea of an 
eye even When a contact lens is located on the cornea 
continuously from a prolonged period of time, as described 
herein. 

[0027] The present lens bodies may have effective or 
appropriate structural or mechanical characteristics, such as 
modulus, tear strength, elongation and/or one or more of the 
like properties, to Withstand continuous contact lens Wear 
for extended or prolonged periods of time, as described 
herein. For example, present lens bodies may have effective 
or appropriate modulus for use as continuous Wear contact 
lenses. 

[0028] The present contact lenses include a lens body 
comprising a hydrophilic silicon-containing polymeric 
material. In one embodiment, the polymeric material com 
prise units from a silicon-containing monomer, for example, 
from tWo silicon-containing macromers having different 
molecular Weights, and preferably different chemical struc 
tures. Such an embodiment may be particularly useful for 
continuous Wear silicone hydrogel contact lenses, such as 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses that can be Worn continu 
ously for about 30 days. In another embodiment, the present 
contact lenses comprises only one silicon-containing mac 
romer having a relatively high molecular Weight. This 
embodiment, that is the embodiment comprising one silicon 
containing macromer may be particularly useful for daily 
Wear silicone hydrogel contact lenses that can be Worn While 
sleeping, but that are typically discarded on a daily basis. 

[0029] Each and every feature described herein, and each 
and every combination of tWo or more of such features, is 
included Within the scope of the present invention provided 
that the features included in such a combination are not 
mutually inconsistent. In addition, any feature or combina 
tion of features may be speci?cally excluded from any 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0030] These and other aspects and advantages of the 
present invention Will become apparent in the folloWing 
detailed description, examples and claims. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0031] The present contact lenses have unique and advan 
tageous combinations of properties Which facilitate the use 
of such lenses for prolonged Wearing of the contact lenses by 
lens Wearers. For example, the present lenses can be Worn 
While a person sleeps. In certain embodiments, the lenses 
have properties that facilitate the use of the lenses for daily 
Wear, Which can include overnight Wear. In other embodi 
ments, the lenses have properties that facilitate use of the 
lenses in continuous or extended Wear applications, such as 
for more than 5 days (e.g., for about 30 days). The present 
contact lenses provide advantages, such as, vision correction 
With reduced lens handling and maintenance, continuous or 
extended Wearing of contact lenses, and being ophthalmi 
cally compatible and/or providing for Wearer comfort and 
safety. 

[0032] In one broad aspect, the present invention provides 
silicone hydrogel contact lenses that comprise a non-surface 
treated lens body. The lens body comprises a hydrophilic, 
silicon-containing polymeric material, and has at least one 
of an oxygen permeability, a Water content, a surface Wet 
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tability, a modulus, and a design that is effective in facili 
tating ophthalmically compatible Wearing of the contact lens 
by a lens Wearer at least for one day. In certain embodiments, 
the lens body has tWo or more of the foregoing features, such 
as oxygen permeability, Water content, surface Wettability, 
modulus, and design. In additional embodiments, the lens 
body has three or more of the foregoing features. As used 
herein, ophthalmically compatible can be understood to 
refer to the Wearing of the present lenses by a lens Wearer 
With little or no discomfort, and little or no occurrence of 
features associated With existing silicone hydrogel contact 
lenses, such as lipid or protein deposition, corneal staining, 
and the like. In certain embodiments, the lens body has all 
of the aforementioned properties useful in lenses that are 
Worn for at least one day, including daily Wear lenses. In 
further embodiments, the lens body has all of the aforemen 
tioned properties useful in lenses that are Worn for about 
thirty days, including continuous Wear contact lenses. 

[0033] Certain embodiments, such as the present daily 
Wear lenses, of the contact lenses comprise a hydrophilic 
silicon-containing polymeric material that comprises units 
from a hydrophilic silicon-containing macromer, such as one 
hydrophilic silicon-containing macromer. Other embodi 
ments, including the present continuous Wear contact lenses, 
of the contact lenses comprise a hydrophilic silicon-contain 
ing polymeric material that comprises units from tWo dif 
ferent hydrophilic silicon-containing macromers, each mac 
romer having a different molecular Weight. 

[0034] Embodiments of the present silicone hydrogel con 
tact lenses comprise a lens body having an oxygen perme 
ability of at least about 70 barrers, a Water content of at least 
about 30% by Weight, a modulus less than about 1.4 mPa, 
and a contact angle on a surface of the lens body less than 
about 60 degrees. In some embodiments, the lens body has 
an oxygen permeability greater than about 110 barrers. In 
some embodiments, the lens body has a Water content 
greater than about 45% by Weight. In some embodiments, 
the lens body has a modulus less than about 0.9 mPa. For 
example, one embodiment of the present silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses comprises a lens body that has an oxygen 
permeability of at least about 115 barrers, a Water content of 
about 48% by Weight, and a modulus of about 0.84 mPa. As 
another example, one embodiment of the present silicone 
hydrogel contact lenses comprises a lens body that has an 
oxygen permeability from about 70 barrers to about 100 
barrers, a Water content of at least about 50% by Weight, and 
a modulus from about 0.3 mPa to about 0.5 mPa. These and 
other features of the present lenses are included in the 
folloWing description and summary above. 

[0035] In another broad aspect, the present invention is 
directed to contact lenses Which comprise lens bodies that 
are con?gured to be placed or disposed on a cornea of an 
animal or human eye. The lens bodies comprise a hydro 
philic silicon-containing polymeric material or materials. 
The lens bodies have Dk’s or oxygen permeabilities of 
greater than about 70 barrers or about 75 barrers or about 80 
barrers or about 85 barrers or about 90 barrers or about 95 
barrers or about 100 barrers or about 105 barrers or about 
110 barrers or about 115 barrers or about 120 barrers or 
about 125 barrers or about 130 barrers or about 150 barrers 
or about 180 barrers or about 200 barrers, and equilibrium 
Water contents of greater than about 15% or about 30% or 
about 35% or about 40% by Weight. The present contact 
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lenses are ophthalmically compatible, as de?ned herein, and 
are advantageously adapted and structured and/or are effec 
tive for continuous Wear on a cornea of a human or animal 

eye, for example, for about 1 day or for about 5 days or for 
at least about 5 days or about 10 days or about 20 days or 
about 30 days or more. 

[0036] As used herein, the term “ophthalmically compat 
ible” as applied to the present contact lenses and lens bodies 
may also be understood to mean that such lenses and lens 
bodies are effective to provide the following features in 
continuous Wear applications: (1) alloW oxygen to reach the 
cornea of an eye Wearing the lens in an amount suf?cient for 
long term corneal health; (2) cause no substantial undue 
corneal sWelling or edema in an eye Wearing the lens, for 
example, cause no more than about 5% or about 10% 
corneal sWelling after being Worn on a cornea of an eye 
during an overnight sleep; (3) alloW movement of the lens on 
the cornea of an eye Wearing the lens suf?cient to facilitate 
tear ?oW betWeen the lens and the eye, in other Words, does 
not cause the lens to adhere to the eye With suf?cient force 
to prevent substantially normal lens movement; (4) alloW 
Wearing of the lens on the eye Without undue or signi?cant 
discomfort and/or irritation and/or pain, for example, alloW 
Wearing of the lens With substantial comfort and/or substan 
tial freedom from irritation and/or substantial freedom from 
pain; and (5) inhibit or substantially prevent lipid and/or 
protein deposition suf?cient to substantially interfere With 
the functioning of the lens during Wear, for example, inhibit 
or substantially prevent lipid and/or protein deposition suf 
?cient to cause the lens Wearer to remove the lens because 
of such deposition. Advantageously, such ophthalmically 
compatible contact lenses and lens bodies in addition inhibit, 
reduce, or even substantially prevent, corneal staining after 
the lens is continuously Worn on a cornea of an eye, for 
example, during an overnight sleep. 

[0037] Corneal staining is a measure of corneal epithelium 
cell damage or destruction. The corneal epithelium is about 
50 microns thick and comprise 5-7 layers of cells. The 
epithelium is constantly regenerated With the outermost 
layer of cells sloughing off into the tear ?lm With the 
assistance of blinking. The innermost cell layer is pushed 
forWard by neW cell groWth beneath and this layer gradually 
transforms to become the outermost layer of cells folloWing 
repeated cycles of neW groWth over about 7 days. Damaged 
or dead epithelial cells are stained When exposed to sodium 
?uorescein. Thus, the degree of such staining can be used to 
measure the degree of cell damage/destruction. Some degree 
of corneal staining is often present With the Wearing of 
conventional daily-Wear and continuous Wear contact lenses, 
and can occur even Without contact lens Wear. 

[0038] The use of sodium ?uorescein is routinely used in 
clinical practice to identify the degree of corneal epithelial 
damage. This is because sodium ?uorescein can passively 
accumulate into damaged cells or pool in areas Where cells 
have been removed. One can determine the clinical signi? 
cance of epithelial damage and, therefore, its management 
by evaluating both the extent of area of cornea Which shoWs 
?uorescein staining as Well as Whether the ?uorescein is able 
to penetrate and diffuse into the corneal stroma. The faster 
the time taken for the diffusion to occur into the stroma the 
greater number of layers have been damaged. Furthermore, 
the pattern of the staining is also a crucial indicator of the 
likely aetiology of the corneal staining e.g. super?cial punc 
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tuate keratitis, superior epithelial arcuate lesions (SEALs), 
foreign body tracking, arcuate staining, etc. Grading scales 
have been developed for quantifying corneal staining and 
are Well knoWn. See Terry R L et al, “Standards for Suc 
cessful Contact Lens Wear,” Optom. Vis. Sci. 70(3):234 
243, 1993. 

[0039] In one embodiment, the present lenses are struc 
tured and/or have combinations of properties so as to 
substantially inhibit, even substantially prevent, corneal 
staining after the lens is continuously Worn during an 
overnight sleep or for at least 1 day or at least 5 days or at 
least 10 days or at least 20 days or at least 30 days. For 
example, the Wearing of the present lenses advantageously 
may result in corneal staining (staining grading scale of 1.0 
or more) incidences of less than about 30% or about 20% or 
about 10%, based on a representative population of lens 
Wearers. 

[0040] In the immediately preceding paragraph, the type 
of corneal staining considered is inferior corneal dehydra 
tion staining. This staining characteristically occurs in the 
inferior half of the cornea Where the dehydration of the tear 
?lm on the anterior surface of the lens is greatest and during 
Wear creates an osmotic gradient that draWs Water from the 
contact lens. If the lens is thin enough or the material has a 
propensity to lose Water, e.g., has a relatively high iono?ux, 
then the osmotic gradient can be suf?ciently great to dehy 
drate the tear ?lm underneath the contact lens and subse 
quently dehydrate the corneal epithelium. This dehydration 
of the epithelium results in corneal damage and therefore 
corneal staining by ?uorescein. This staining is usually 
limited to the super?cial 2-3 layers of the epithelium and 
spread over the inferior portion of the cornea, but if the 
stimulus is suf?ciently great, damage can be deep and severe 
alloWing rapid diffusion of ?uorescein into the stroma. The 
staining can occur rapidly Within a feW hours of lens 
insertion but usually takes 4-6 hours or more. LikeWise the 
epithelial damage can resolve rapidly Within 2-3 hours once 
the stimulus for dehydration has been removed. The greater 
the stimulus the faster the staining Will be induced and the 
longer it Will take to heal but typically it Would not take more 
than 4-6 hours to resolve. 

[0041] In one embodiment, the lens bodies of the present 
contact lenses may have combinations of properties, includ 
ing effective or appropriate iono?uxes, to substantially 
inhibit, or even substantially prevent, corneal staining, as 
described herein. In one useful embodiment, the present lens 
bodies have iono?uxes of no greater than about 5, more 
preferably no greater than about 4 or about 3, for example, 
no greater than about 2 or about 1 or less. Iono?ux is 
expressed as 10'3 mm2/min. 

[0042] The ophthalmically compatible lens bodies, of the 
present contact lenses may have no surface treatment or 
modi?cation, for example, may be produced Without surface 
treatment or modi?cation, such as on the anterior face and/or 
posterior face of the lens body, to enhance surface Wetta 
bility and/or one or more other bene?cial properties of the 
lens bodies. Advantageously, no such surface treatment or 
modi?cation is provided on either the anterior face or the 
posterior face of the present ophthalmically compatible lens 
bodies. By not having such surface treatment or modi?ca 
tion, the lens manufacturing process is less complex and 
expensive, and more ef?cient. Further, With no such surface 
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treatment/modi?cation, the present lens bodies advanta 
geously have more reproducible and/or more homogeneous 
surfaces. In addition, the lens Wearer is not exposed to a 
surface treatment on the lens, Which may, in and of itself, 
cause eye irritation and the like. 

[0043] The oxygen permeability of the present lens bodies 
is measured With the contact lens in the Wet or fully hydrated 
state. The oxygen permeability or Dk is expressed as 10-10 
(ml 02 mm)/(cm2 sec mm Hg) or barrer. Preferably, the lens 
body has a Dk of at least about 70 barrers or about 75 barrers 
or about 80 barrers or about 85 barrers or about 90 barrers 
or about 95 barrers or about 100 barrers or about 105 barrers 
or about 110 barrers or about 115 barrers or about 120 
barrers or about 125 barrers or about 130 barrers, or about 
150 barrers or about 180 barrers or even at least about 200 
barrers or more. The relatively high values of Dk of the 
present ophthalmically compatible lens bodies are highly 
advantageous in that oxygen is substantially accessible to 
the cornea of an eye even When a contact lens is located on 

the cornea continuously for a prolonged period of time, as 
described herein. 

[0044] An additional mechanical property that may be 
effective in providing the present ophthalmically compatible 
contact lenses and lens bodies is elongation. The present lens 
bodies have suf?cient elongations to facilitate lens handling 
ease, lens structural integrity, lens Wear comfort, effective 
lens movement on the cornea and the like bene?ts. Lens 
bodies With insuf?cient elongation often suffer de?ciencies 
in one or more of these areas. In a very useful embodiment, 
the present lens bodies have elongations of at least about 
90% or about 100% or about 120%. Lens bodies having 
elongations of at least about 180% or about 200% are very 
useful. 

[0045] The Dk values of the present lens bodies, together 
With the equilibrium Water contents and/or the relatively loW 
iono?uxes and/or the relatively high elongations of the 
present lens bodies effectively facilitate ophthalmic compat 
ibility of the present contact lenses and/or enhanced safety 
and comfort of the Wearer of the present contact lenses, 
making continuous Wear of such lenses more bene?cial for 
the lens Wearer. 

[0046] Moreover, in addition to the present ophthalmically 
compatible lens bodies having useful or effective Dk values 
and equilibrium Water contents, and advantageously rela 
tively loW iono?uxes, such lens bodies preferably have 
sufficient structural or mechanical characteristics, such as 
modulus to reduce lens/eye interactions such as SEALs, 
contact lens papillary conjunctivitis (CLPC) and the like, 
tear strength, and/or one or more of the like mechanical 
properties, to alloW or at least facilitate the lens bodies being 
able to Withstand continuous contact lens Wear for extended 
or prolonged periods of time, as described herein. 

[0047] The present ophthalmically compatible lens bodies 
have suf?cient modulus for use as continuous Wear contact 

lenses. In one useful embodiment, the modulus of the lens 
body is about 1.5 mPa , about 1.4 mPA, or about 1.2 mPa or 
less, preferably about 1.0 mPa or less and more preferably 
about 0.8 mPa or less or about 0.5 mPa or less or about 0.4 
mPa or less or about 0.3 mPa or less. For example, one 
embodiment of the present lenses has a modulus of about 
0.84 mPa. Another embodiment of the present lenses has a 
modulus from about 0.3 mPa to about 0.5 mPa. Lens bodies 
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Which have suf?cient modulus for use as continuous Wear 
contact lenses, but reduced modulus relative to prior art 
continuous Wear lenses, for example, less than 1.0 MPa, are 
advantageous, for example, for the comfort of the Wearer of 
the continuous Wear contact lens. 

[0048] In a particularly useful aspect of the present inven 
tion, the present contact lenses include a lens body com 
prising a hydrophilic silicon-containing polymeric material. 
In one embodiment, the polymeric material comprises units 
from at least tWo silicon-containing macromers having dif 
ferent molecular Weights, and preferably different chemical 
structures. Advantageously, one of the macromers has a 
number average molecular Weight greater than about 5,000 
or greater than about 8,000 or greater than about 10,000. In 
another embodiment, the polymeric material comprises units 
from only one silicon-containing macromer. For example, an 
embodiment of the present lenses comprises units of a 
silicon-containing macromer having a number average 
molecular Weight of at least about 10,000. 

[0049] The polymeric material may comprise units from a 
silicon-containing macromer having a number average 
molecular Weight of less than about 5 ,000, for example, less 
than about 3,000 or less than about 2,000. 

[0050] When units from tWo silicon-containing mac 
romers are included in the polymeric material, such mac 
romers advantageously have number average molecular 
Weights Which differ by at least about 3000 or about 5000, 
more preferably by at least about 10,000. In one useful 
embodiment, units from a high molecular Weight silicon 
containing macromer are present in the polymeric material 
in a greater amount by Weight than are units of a loW 
molecular Weight silicon-containing macromer. For 
example, the Weight ratio of high molecular Weight mac 
romer to loW molecular Weight macromer used to produce 
the present lens bodies may range from about 1.5 or about 
2 to about 5 or about 7. 

[0051] Without Wishing to limit the invention to any 
particular theory of operation, it is believed that the use of 
tWo different molecular Weight silicon-containing mac 
romers in producing the present lens bodies is advantageous 
in providing appropriate or effective high oxygen perme 
ability and appropriate or effective equilibrium Water con 
tent and/or relatively loW iono?ux While providing lens 
bodies effective for use in continuous Wear contact lenses, 
for example, ophthalmically compatible contact lenses that 
can be Worn for about thirty days, if desired. The use of 
different molecular Weight silicon-containing macromers 
provides compatibility With the other components used to 
produce the lens bodies, and may provide a degree of 
heterogeneity in the present lens bodies, for example, on a 
molecular level, that at least facilitates providing a lens body 
having a desirable combination of physical properties Which 
facilitates the lens body being highly advantageous for use 
in a continuous Wear contact lens. In other embodiments 
comprising units from one silicon-containing macromer, 
appropriate lens properties can be obtained that facilitate use 
of the lenses on a daily basis, such as for overnight Wear. 

[0052] In one useful embodiment, one of the silicon 
containing macromers, preferably the loW molecular Weight 
macromer, is mono-functional, that is it comprises only one 
group per molecule Which participates in the polymeriZation 
reaction to form the silicon-containing polymeric material. 
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Without Wishing to limit the invention to any particular 
theory of operation, it is believed that the mono-functional 
macromer facilitates or enhances component compatibility 
and/or heterogeneity, for example, on a molecular level, of 
the polymeric material. That is, the morphology of the 
polymeric material of the lens body is believed to be 
sufficiently non-uniform or heterogenous such that different 
phase domains are present in the polymeric material. This 
enhanced heterogeneous morphology is believed to enhance 
the ophthalmic compatibility of the polymeric material 
and/or to increase at least one of the Dk and the equilibrium 
Water content and/or reduce the iono?ux, While maintaining 
or even reducing the modulus of the polymeric material, 
relative to a similar polymeric material comprising units 
from only one silicon-containing macromer or relative to a 
similar polymeric material comprising units from tWo sili 
con-containing macromers both of Which have at least tWo 
functional groups per molecule. 

[0053] In any event it has been found that contact lenses 
With unique and advantageous combinations of properties, 
Which combinations of properties make the present lenses 
ophthalmically compatible, and advantageously highly 
effective for continuous or extended Wear, can surprisingly 
be provided by selecting and processing macromers and 
monomers, as described herein, into lens bodies of contact 
lenses. 

[0054] There is no limitation in a composition of the 
contact lenses of the present invention so long as the lenses 
have the combinations of properties and/or perform in daily 
Wear applications or continuous or extended Wear applica 
tions as set forth herein. 

[0055] In one embodiment, contact lenses in accordance 
With the present invention include a polymer containing 
units from a hydrophilic siloxanyl methacrylate shoWn by 
formula I. 

(1) 
R1 R3 

Wherein, X1 is a polymeriZable substituent shoWn by the 
folloWing formula: 

0 

wherein, R1, R2, R3 and R4 are groups independently 
selected from hydrocarbon groups having 1 to about 12 
carbon atoms and a siloxanyl group, such as a trimethylsi 
loxy group; and the structure [Y1] is a polysiloxane back 
bone comprising not less than 2 siloxane units; R5 is a 
hydrogen or a methyl group; Z1 is a group selected from 
—NHCOO—, —NHCONH—, —OCONH—R6—NH 
COO—, —NHCONH—R7—NHCONH— and 
—OCONH—R8—NHCONH—, With R6, R7 and R8 inde 
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pendently selected from hydrocarbon groups having 2 to 
about 13 carbon atoms; m is an integer from 0 to about 10; 
n is an integer from about 3 to about 10; p is 0 When m is 
0 and 1 When m is 1 or greater; and q is an integer from 0 
to about 20. 

[0056] In formula I, the structural unit Y1 may have the 
folloWing formula 

R10 

Wherein R9 and R10 are groups selected from hydrocarbon 
groups having 1 to about 12 carbon atoms, for example, 
methyl groups, hydrocarbon groups substituted With one or 
more ?uorine atoms, trimethylsiloxy groups, and hydro 
philic substituents, and may be different from each other in 
the sequential chain; and r is an integer from about 7 to about 
1000. 

[0057] Use of such a hydrophilic siloxanyl methacrylate in 
accordance With the present invention provides contact 
lenses With high oxygen permeability, reduced deposition of 
proteins and lipids, superior or enhanced maintenance of 
lens Water Wettability during continuous lens Wear, accept 
able lens movement on the cornea of an eye, and reduced 
adhesion to a cornea. 

[0058] In one embodiment, at least one of R1, R2, R3 and 
R4 may be selected from the groups shoWn by the folloWing 
formulas (1a), (2a) and (3a): 

(1a) 

(2a) 

CH3 

Wherein, g is an integer from 1 to about 10. 

[0059] One or more hydrophilic substituents may be 
included in the silicon-containing monomers and may be, 
for example, selected from linear or cyclic hydrocarbon 
groups linked With at least one substituent selected from 
hydroxyl groups and oxyalkylene groups, such as groups 
shoWn by the folloWing formulas (3b) and (4b): 

Wherein, R21 is a hydrocarbon group having about 3 to 
about 12 carbon atoms and may have —O—, —CO— or 
—COO— group inserted betWeen carbon atoms; provided 
that the number of hydroxyl groups on the same carbon atom 
is limited to only one, and i is an integer larger than 1; 
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wherein R22 is a hydrocarbon group having about 3 to about 
12 carbon atoms and may have —O—, —CO— or 
—COO— group inserted betWeen carbon atoms; R23 is a 
hydrocarbon group having about 2 to about 4 carbon atoms 
and the number of carbon atoms may be different from each 
other When j is not less than 2; j is an integer from 1 to about 
200; Z2 is a group selected from hydrogen, hydrocarbon 
groups having about 1 to about 12 carbon atoms and 
—OOCR24, Where R24 is a hydrocarbon group having 
about 1 to about 12 carbon atoms. 

[0060] Examples of hydrophilic groups comprise, Without 

—C2H4COOCH2CH(OH)C2H5 and the like; polyhydric 
alcohol substituents such as —C3H6OCH2CH(OH)CH2OH, 
—C2H4COOCH2CH(OH)CH2OH, 
—C3H6OCH2C(CH2OH)3 and the like; and polyoxyalkylene 
substituents such as —C3H6(OC2H4)4OH, —C3H6 
(OC2H4)30OH> —C3H6(OC2H4)10OC_H3> 
—C3H6(OC2H4)1O)—(OC3H6)1OOC4 H9 and the like. 
Among these, particularly useful groups comprise: alcohol 
substituents such as —C3H6OH, 
—C3H6OCH2CH(OH)CH2OH and —C3H6OC2H4OH; and 
polyoxyethylene substituents such as —C3H6(OC2H4)kOH 
and —C3H6(OC2H4)LCH3 Wherein each of k and l indepen 
dently is an integer from about 2 to about 40, preferably 
about 3 to about 20, from the vieWpoints of superior 
hydrophilicity and oxygen permeability. 

[0061] One or more ?uorine-containing substituents pro 
vide staining resistance to the polymeric material, but an 
excess substitution may impair hydrophilicity. A hydrocar 
bon substituent having 1 to about 12 carbon atoms linked 
With ?uorine atoms is very useful. Such useful ?uorine 
containing groups comprise, Without limitation: 3,3,3-trif 
luoropropyl group, 1,1,2,2-tetrahydro?uorooctyl group, 1,1, 
2,2-tetrahydroper?uorodecyl group and the like. Among 
these, 3,3,3-tri?uoropropyl group is very useful in vieW of 
the hydrophilicity and oxygen permeability obtained in the 
resulting lens body. 

[0062] Besides the hydrophilic substituents and the ?uo 
rine-containing substituents, substituents linked to silicon 
atoms may comprise, Without limitation, hydrocarbon 
groups having one to about 12 carbon atoms, trimethylsiloxy 
groups and the like, and may be the same or different from 
each other. A very useful group is an alkyl group having 1 
to about 3 carbon atoms, and methyl group is particularly 
useful. 

[0063] In the general formula I, m advantageously is an 
integer from 0 to about 4. If m is about 5 or greater, the 
monomer may become too hydrophobic to be compatible 
With the other monomers, giving a cloudiness during poly 
meriZation and difficulty in homogeneous mixing of the 
monomers. In the formula (3a), if g is greater than about 10, 
the monomer may have reduced compatibility With the other 
monomers. 

[0064] The above described hydrophilic siloxanyl meth 
acrylate may be synthesiZed by reacting 2-isocyanatoethyl 
methacrylate With siloxanylalkyl alcohol. 

[0065] The present contact lenses may have equilibrium 
Water contents in a range of about 25-60% by Weight, 
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comprise hydrophilic silicon-containing polymeric material, 
and have oxygen permeabilities, expressed as Dk, of not less 
than about 80 or about 90 or about 100 or about 110 or about 
120. The lenses may provide one or more, for example, at 
least 2 or 3 or more, and advantageously all, of the folloW 
ing: reduced adsorption of proteins and lipids to the inner 
part of lens; easy lens care, acceptable lens movement on the 
eye, acceptable stability in lens shape, ?exibility and Wear 
comfort, thus enabling use in continuous Wear applications. 
In one very useful embodiment, the present contact lenses 
are sufficiently ophthalmically compatible to be effective for 
continuous Wear for at least 5 days or at least 10 days or at 
least 20 days or at least 30 days. 

[0066] Water contents less than 5% or less than 15% by 
Weight are often undesirable due to an easy adsorption of 
lipids to lens, potentially resulting in adhesion of the lens to 
the cornea of the eye Wearing the lens. Water contents over 
60% are often undesirable, giving the lens loW strength, lens 
dehydration, poor scratch resistance in handling, easy frac 
ture and high adsorption of proteins. Lenses With oxygen 
permeabilities loWer than a Dk of about 80 are undesirable 
in continuous Wear lenses. Lenses With tensile modulus less 
than about 0.2><107 dyne/cm2 (MPa) are often undesirable 
due to relative instability in lens shape and difficulty in lens 
handling. Lenses With tensile modulus over about 1.5><107 
dyne/cm2 (Mpa) or about 2><107 dyne/cm2 (Mpa) are unde 
sirable, for example, because of a signi?cant decrease in lens 
movement on the cornea and an increased occurrence of 

adhesion to the cornea, lens ?exure problems, comfort issues 
during lens Wearing and the like concerns. 

[0067] Among other useful hydrophilic silicon-containing 
monomers for the contact lenses of the present invention are 
those having the structures shoWn by the folloWing formulas 
Ia and lb because lenses from polymeric materials including 
units for such monomers, for example, together With units of 
other silicon-containing monomers, provide a Well-balanced 
combination of properties, including, but not limited to, 
Water content, oxygen permeability and modulus, together 
With less deposition of proteins and lipids, and are advan 
tageously ophthalmically compatible: 

(Ia) 

CH3 

CH3 CH3 CH3 

Wherein h is an integer from about 8 to about 70 and R11 is 
a non-polymeriZable or non-functional group, for example, 
a hydrocarbon group having about 1 to about 6 carbon 
atoms. In one very useful embodiment R11 is —C4H9. The 
compound identi?ed in formula (Ib), in one embodiment, 
may be considered a macromer, for example, having a 
molecular Weight in a range of about 1,000 to about 3,000 
or about 5,000. The integer h is selected to provide a 
macromer With the desired molecular Weight. Such a mac 
romer is particularly useful in combination With another 
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silicon-containing macromer having a higher molecular 
Weight, as described elsewhere herein. 

[0068] For example, and Without limitation, a compound 
of the general formula I, for example, by proper selection of 
the value for “r”, can be a macromer having a number 
average molecular Weight of at least about 5000 or about 
8,000 or about 10,000 to about 25,000 or more. Such a high 
molecular Weight macromer can be used in combination 
With a loW molecular Weight macromer, for example, as 
illustrated by formula Ib, to produce lens bodies for contact 
lenses Which are sufficiently ophthalmically compatible to 
be effective in continuous Wear applications, as described 
elseWhere herein. In one embodiment, the use of the com 
bination of such high and loW molecular Weight silicon 
containing macromers to produce a contact lens body pro 
vides for enhanced ophthalmic compatibility and/or 
enhanced effectiveness in such continuous Wear applications 
relative to a substantially identical contact lens body pro 
duced Without one of the high molecular Weight macromer 
or the loW molecular Weight macromer. 

[0069] Any polymer Which contains units from one or 
more hydrophilic silicon-containing monomers and/or mac 
romers described herein can be used in the contact lenses of 
the present invention. For example, the polymer may include 
copolymers With the folloWing copolymeriZable com 
pounds: acrylic monomers such as methyl acrylate, ethyl 
acrylate and acrylic acid; methacrylic monomers such as 
methyl methacrylate, ethyl methacrylate, 2-hydroxyethyl 
methacrylate and methacrylic acid; siloxane monomers such 
as tris(trimethylsiloxy)silylpropyl methacrylate, bis(trimeth 
ylsiloxy)methylsilylpropyl methacrylate, pentamethyldisi 
loxanepropyl methacrylate, tris(trimethylsiloxy)silylpro 
pyloxyethyl methacrylate, and 
tris(polydimethylsiloxy)silylpropyl methacrylate; ?uorosi 
loxane monomers such as tri(dimethyltri?uoropropylsi 
loxy)silylpropyl methacrylate; ?uoroalkyl monomers such 

R12 
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acrylates, ?uoroalkylether methacrylates containing 
hydroxyl groups, hydrophilic monomers, crosslinkable 
monomers With tWo or more unsaturated groups Within a 

molecule and siloxane macromers With polymeriZable 
unsaturated groups at molecular ends are preferable because 
of Well-balanced physical properties such as oxygen perme 
ability, stain deposition resistance and mechanical strength. 
Preferable hydrophilic monomers in the present invention 
are amide monomers containing N-vinyl group, and N-vi 
nylpyrrolidone or N-vinyl-N-methylacetamide, in particular, 
can provide a contact lens With superior surface Wettability. 

[0071] An example, Without limitation, of such a contact 
lens comprises a polymer material derived from about 30% 
to about 70% or about 80% by Weight of hydrophilic 
silicon-containing monomer(s) or macromer(s), about 5% to 
about 50% by Weight of N-vinylpyrrolidone, 0% to about 
25% by Weight of N-vinyl N-methylacetamide, 0% to about 
15% by Weight of 2-hydroxybutyl methacrylate, 0 to about 
10% by Weight isobornyl methacrylate, 0% to about 15% 
methyl methacrylate, by Weight and about 0.005% to about 
5% by Weight of a crosslinker compound. 

[0072] The contact lenses of the present invention can be 
manufactured by conventional lens manufacturing methods. 
Such methods comprise, for example and Without limitation 
a method by lathe-cutting of polymer block folloWed by 
polishing, a method to cast a monomer (and a macromer) 
composition into a mold With corresponding lens shape 
folloWed by polymeriZation, and a method to form only one 
face of lens by casting method using a polymeriZation mold 
then ?nish the other face by lathe-cutting and polishing 
method, etc. 

[0073] Polymeric materials comprising units of a hydro 
philic polysiloxane monomer shoWn by the general formula 
II can be used for the contact lenses of the present invention: 

(11) 
R13 

R14 

[Y] 

R15 

R16 

as 2,2,2-tri?uoroethyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,3,3-penta?uoro 
propyl methacrylate and hexa?uoroisopropyl methacrylate; 
?uoroalkyl and ?uoroalkylether monomers containing 
hydroxyl group such as 1,1,2,2-tetra?uoroethoxy-2-hydrox 
ypropyl methacrylate; hydrophilic monomers such a N-vi 
nylpyrrolidone, N,N‘-dimethylacrylamide and N-vinyl-N 
methylacetamide; crosslinkable monomers such as ethylene 
glycol dimethacrylate, tetraethylene glycol dimethacrylate 
and tetramethyldisiloxanebis (propylmethacrylate). 
[0070] Among these, copolymers With siloxane methacry 
lates, ?uoroalkylsiloxane methacrylates, ?uoroalkyl meth 

R12 

Wherein, R12 is hydrogen or methyl group; each of R13, 
R14, R15 and R16 is independently selected from hydro 
carbon groups having 1 to about 12 carbon atoms and 
trimethylsiloxy groups; Y is selected from combinations of 
the structural units (1‘) and (11‘) shown beloW, With the ratio 
of the structural unit (I‘) and the structural unit (11‘) being 
about 1:10 to about 10:1 and total number of the structural 
units (1‘) and (11‘) being from about 7 to about 200 or about 
1000; each of a and c independently is an integer from 1 to 
about 20, d is an integer from 2 to about 30; b is an integer 
from 0 to about 20; X is —NHCOO— group or 
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—OOCNH—R16—NHCOO— group, wherein R16 is a 
hydrocarbon group having about 4 to about 13 carbon 
atoms: 

(1') 
R17 

R18 

(Io 
R19 

(—SiO—) 

R20 

wherein, each of R17 and R18 is independently a hydrocar 
bon group having 1 to about 12 carbon atoms or ?uorinated 
hydrocarbon group having 1 to about 12 carbon atoms, 
provided that at least one of R17 and R18 is a ?uorinated 
hydrocarbon group; and each R19 and R20 is independently 
a hydrocarbon group or an oxygen-containing group, pro 
vided that at least one of R19 and R20 is an oxygen 
containing group. Very useful oxygen containing groups for 
use as R19 and/or R20 comprise, Without limitation 

Wherein e and f is an integer from about 2 to about 40, 
preferably about 2 to about 20. 

[0074] The monomer of formula II can be considered a 
macromer, for example, a bifunctional macromer. For 
example, the molecular Weight of the macromer of formula 
II can be controlled by controlling the number of structural 
units (1‘) and (II‘) in the macromer. In one useful embodi 
ment, the formula II macromer has a relatively high molecu 
lar Weight, for example, at least about 5000, and preferably 
in a range of about 10,000 to about 25,000 or more (number 
average molecular Weight). The formula II macromer can be 
used alone, that is as the only silicon-containing monomer, 
in the present contact lenses. Advantageously, the high 
molecular Weight macromer is used in combination With a 
loW molecular Weight macromer, as described elseWhere 
herein to form the polymeric material included in the present 
lenses or lens bodies. 

[0075] In this embodiment, the units from monomer(s) or 
macromer(s) may make up about 30% or about 40% to about 
70% or about 80% by Weight of the polymeric material. 

[0076] In the event that both high and loW molecular 
Weight silicon-containing macromers are used, the high 
molecular Weight macromer comprises at least about 20% or 
about 30% or about 40% by Weight of the polymeric 
materials. In one useful embodiment, units from the com 
bination of the high molecular Weight macromer and the loW 
molecular Weight macromer are at least about 30% or about 
40% or about 50% by Weight of the polymeric material. 

[0077] The above described monomer or macromer of 
Formula II may be copolymeriZed With one or more other 
monomers and/or macromers, for example, as described 
elseWhere herein. 
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[0078] A contact lens comprising the above described 
polysiloxane monomer or monomers (macromer or mac 

romers) as a main or primary component can be manufac 
tured by conventional lens manufacturing methods such as 
the casting method in Which a monomer composition is 
injected into a polymeriZation mold With a corresponding 
lens shape folloWed by a polymeriZation. A lens manufac 
tured by using a mold made of a material With polar groups 
at the surface of the mold, such as molds made of ethylene 
vinyl alcohol (EVOH) copolymer, polyamide, and polyeth 
ylene terephthalate, are preferred. Such molds are believed 
to be effective in facilitating the formation of a thick stable 
hydrophilic layer at the surface of the lens body, little or no 
change in surface characteristics during continuous or 
extended Wear of the lens, together With substantially stable 
lens performance, such as superior Water Wettability and 
reduced deposition of proteins and lipids during such Wear. 
Advantageously, lenses produced in such molds, including 
EVOH molds, have desired surface Wettabilities Without 
requiring a surface treatment or surface modi?cation that is 
associated With certain existing silicone hydrogel contact 
lenses. 

[0079] In this speci?cation, the structural units of the 
formulas [I] and [II] of the silicon-containing monomers or 
macromers are expressed as a block type linkage, but the 
present invention also comprises a random linkage type. 

[0080] It is preferable from the vieWpoint of polymeriZa 
tion that polymeriZable unsaturated groups are linked to the 
ends of siloxane chain and structure of the unsaturated group 
is acrylate or methacrylate group. As a linking group to Si 
atoms, hydrocarbon groups containing urethane or urea 
linkages are preferable, and may be linked to Si atoms 
through oxyethylene groups. Urethane or urea linkages are 
highly polar and enhance the hydrophilic property and 
strength of the polymer. Astructure having tWo such groups 
can be formed by a reaction betWeen diisocyanate linkages 
and a hydroxyl- or amine-containing molecule having about 
2 to about 13 carbon atoms and may be linear, cyclic or 
aromatic types. 

[0081] There are various synthesis methods for the hydro 
philic silicon-containing monomers (macromers). Anumber 
of such methods employ reagents and reactions and synthe 
sis strategies and techniques Which are conventional and 
Well knoWn in the art, for example, in the art of silicone 
polymer chemistry. 

[0082] An example of a useful synthesis method com 
prises the folloWing: A ring-opening polymeriZation of a 
mixture of cyclic siloxane With hydrosilane groups (Si—H), 
cyclic siloxane With hydrocarbon groups, and disiloxane 
With hydroxyalkyl groups at both ends, along With cyclic 
siloxane With ?uorine-substituted hydrocarbon groups in 
certain cases, is performed using an acidic catalyst, such as 
sulfuric acid, tri?uoromethanesulfonic acid and acidic clay 
to obtain hydrosilyl-group-containing polysiloxane com 
pounds having hydroxyl groups at both ends. In this case, 
siloxane compounds With various degrees of polymeriZation 
and introduction ratios of ?uorine-containing substituent 
and hydrosilyl groups can be obtained by changing feed 
ratios of each cyclic siloxane and disiloxane compounds 
used. 

[0083] Isocyanate substituted acrylates or isocyanate sub 
stituted methacrylates are then reacted With hydroxyl groups 
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at the ends of polysiloxane to obtain urethane-containing 
?uorinated siloxane compounds With polymeriZable unsat 
urated groups at both ends. 

[0084] The presently useful monofunctional macromers 
may be produced using conventional and Well knoWn chemi 
cal synthesis techniques. For example, a monofunctional 
hydroxyl polysiloxane, such as a commercially available 
monofunctional hydroxyl polysiloxane, can be reacted With 
an isocyanate-substituted acrylate or an isocyanate-substi 
tuted methacrylate in the presence of a catalyst, for example, 
tin-containing catalyst, at conditions effective to obtain a 
mono-terminated acrylate or methacrylate polysiloxane 
macromer. 

[0085] Useful isocyanate-substituted methacrylates com 
prise, Without limitation, such monomers as methacryloxy 
ethylisocyanate, methacryloylisocyanate, and the like and 
mixtures thereof. Isocyanate compounds With acrylate or 
methacrylate groups obtained by reacting hydroxyl-group 
containing acrylates or methacrylates, such as hydroxyethyl 
methacrylate and hydroxybutyl acrylate, With various diiso 
cyanate compounds can also be utiliZed. 

[0086] Hydrophilic polysiloxane monomer and/or mac 
romers can be obtained by adding an unsaturated-hydrocar 
bon-group-containing hydrophilic compound to the hydrosi 
lane using a transition metal catalyst, such as chloroplatinic 
acid and the like, utiliZing the so called hydrosilylation 
reaction. In the hydrosilylation reaction, it is knoWn that a 
dehydrogenation reaction occurs as a side reaction if an 
active hydrogen compound, such as hydroxyl group and 
carboxylic acid and the like, is present. Therefore, if these 
active hydrogen atoms are present in a hydrophilic com 
pound to be introduced, the side reaction should be sup 
pressed by protecting the active hydrogen atom in advance 
or adding buffer agents. For example, see US. Pat. No. 
3,907,851, the disclosure of Which is incorporated in its 
entirety by reference herein. 

[0087] Another route of synthesis is as folloWs: After 
synthesis of a hydrosilyl-group-containing polysiloxane 
compound having hydroxyl groups at both ends, a hydro 
philic group or moiety is introduced by hydrosilylation in 
advance, then polymeriZable groups are introduced to both 
ends of the siloxane by reacting With isocyanate-substituted 
methacrylate or the like. 

[0088] In this case, if active hydrogen, Which is reactive to 
the isocyanate, is present in the hydrophilic compound, the 
side reaction With isocyanate must be prevented, for 
example, by introducing a protective group. Alternatively, 
for example, a silicate ester derivative, such as dimethoxy 
silane, a diethoxysilane compound, and the like, instead of 
a cyclic siloxane, can be used as a starting raW material. 
Mixtures of tWo or more hydrophilic polysiloxane mono 
mers thus obtained can also be used. 

[0089] Any polymer Which comprises units from one or 
more hydrophilic silicon-containing monomers and/or mac 
romers described herein can be used in the contact lenses of 
the present invention. 

[0090] At least one hydrophilic monomer may be 
employed as a comonomer component in addition to the 
hydrophilic silicon-containing monomer or macromer. Pref 
erably an amide monomer, for example, an amide monomer 
containing an N-vinyl group, is useful to obtain superior 
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transparency, staining resistance and surface Wettability. 
Without Wishing to limit the invention to any particular 
theory of operation, it is believed that a phase-separated 
structure, on a molecular level, may be formed in the 
copolymeriZation With the hydrophilic polysiloxane mono 
mer (macromer) or monomers (macromers) disclosed in the 
present invention, for example, due to differences in copo 
lymeriZability, molecular Weight, polarity and the like 
betWeen tWo or more of these monomers resulting in pro 
viding stable staining resistance, enhanced hydrophilicity 
and enhanced oxygen permeability, and preferably an 
enhanced degree of ophthalmic compatibility. 

[0091] An amide monomer containing an N-vinyl group 
may be selected, Without limitation from N-vinyl forma 
mide, N-vinyl acetamide, N-vinyl isopropylamide, N-vinyl 
N-methyl acetamide, N-vinyl pyrrolidone, N-vinyl capro 
lactam and the like and mixtures thereof. N-vinyl-N-methyl 
acetamide and N-vinyl pyrrolidone are very useful. 

[0092] Useful polymeric materials in accordance With the 
present invention comprise copolymers obtained by addition 
of monomers other than the hydrophilic polysiloxane mono 
mer(s) and the amide monomer containing N-vinyl group. 
Any monomer can be used in the present invention so long 
as it is copolymeriZable, and hydrophilic monomers, among 
them, are useful. Useful hydrophilic monomers have good 
compatibility With the hydrophilic polysiloxane monomer(s) 
and/or macromer(s) and also can further improve surface 
Wettability of the polymeric material and modify Water 
content. Useful hydrophilic monomers comprise, for 
example and Without limitation, monomers containing one 
or more hydroxyl groups, Which monomers can improve 
mechanical properties, e.g., strength, elongation, tear 
strength and the like, such as 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, 
2-hydroxypropyl methacrylate, 3-hydroxypropyl methacry 
late, 2-hydroxybutyl methacrylate, l-hydroxymethylpropyl 
methacrylate, 4-hydroxybutyl methacrylate and glycerol 
methacrylate; monomers containing ?uorine-substituted 
groups such as 3-(1,1,2,2-tetra?uoroethoxy)-2-hydroxypro 
pyl methacrylate; and acrylates corresponding to the meth 
acrylates set forth herein. 2-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, 
2-hydroxypropyl methacrylate, 2-hydroxybutyl methacry 
late and mixtures thereof are very useful. 

[0093] Other useful hydrophilic monomers includes, for 
example, and Without limitation, monomers containing car 
boxyl groups such as methacrylic acid, acrylic acid and 
itaconic acid; monomers containing alky substituted amino 
groups such as dimethylaminoethyl methacrylate and 
diethylaminoethyl methacrylate; acrylamide or methacryla 
mide monomers such as N,N‘-dimethylacrylamide, N,N‘ 
diethylacrylamide, N-methylacrylamide, methylenebisacry 
lamide and diacetoneacrylamide; monomers containing 
oxyalkylene groups such as methoxypolyethylene glycol 
monomethacrylate and polypropylene glycol 
monomethacrylate and the like and mixtures thereof. 

[0094] Siloxanyl acrylates are useful comonomers, for 
example, to adjust oxygen permeability. For example, such 
monomers comprise, Without limitation, tris(trimethylsilox 
y)silylpropyl methacrylate, bis(trimethylsiloxy)methylsi 
lylpropyl methacrylate pentabmethyldisiloxanyl methacry 
late and the like and mixtures thereof. PolymeriZable 
polydimethylsiloxanes substituted With methacrylate groups 
and the like and mixtures thereof can also be used for the 
similar objective. 
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[0095] Other monomers, Which can be utilized, comprise, 
Without limitation, ?uorinated monomers, such as ?uoro 
alkyl acrylates and ?uoroalkyl methacrylates, for example, 
tri?uoroethyl acrylate, tetra?uoroethyl acrylate, tetra?uoro 
propyl acrylate, pentab?uorpropyl acrylate, hexa?uorobutyl 
acrylate, hexa?uoroisopropyl acrylate, methacrylates corre 
sponding to these acrylates and the like and mixtures 
thereof. 

[0096] Furthermore, alkyl acrylate monomers and alkyl 
methylacrylate monomers can also be used if necessary 
and/or desired. They comprise, for example and Without 
limitation, methyl acrylate, ethyl acrylate, n-propyl acrylate, 
n-butyl acrylate, stearyl acrylate methacrylates correspond 
ing to these acrylates and the like and mixtures thereof. In 
addition, monomers With high glass transition temperature 
(Tg), such as cyclohexyl methacrylate, tert-butyl methacry 
late and isobornyl methacrylate and the like and mixtures 
thereof can also be used to enhance mechanical properties. 

[0097] Moreover, crosslinkable monomers other than 
hydrophilic polysiloxane monomers can be used to improve 
mechanical properties and stability and adjust Water content. 
For example, they comprise, Without limitation, ethylene 
glycol dimethacrylate, diethylene glycol dimethacrylate, tet 
raethylene glycol dimethacrylate, polyethylene glycol 
dimethacrylate, trimehtylolpropane trimethacrylate, pen 
taerythritol tetramethacrylate, bisphenol A dimethacrylate, 
vinyl methacrylate; acrylates corresponding to these meth 
acrylates; monomers containing one or more alkyl groups, 
such as, Without limitation, triallyl isocyanurate, triallyl 
cyamurate, triallyl trimelitate and allylmethacrylate; silox 
ane derivatives such as 1,3-bis(3-methacryloxypropyl)tet 
ramethyldisiloxane and the like and mixtures thereof. 

[0098] Crosslinkable monomers linked With urethane 
group are particularly useful in providing compatibility and 
hydrophilicity, together With improvement of mechanical 
properties. Bifunctional crosslinkable monomers shoWn by 
the formula (10 b) are useful: 

O O 

Wherein, R24 and R26 are independently selected from 
hydrogen and methyl group; Z3 is an urethane linking 
group; R25 is selected from hydrocarbon group having 2 to 
about 10 carbon atoms and polyoxyethylene group 
expressed by —(C2H4O)uC2H4— Wherein u is an integer 
from 2 to about 40; t is an integer from 0 to about 10; s is 
0 When t is 0 and 1 When t is 1 or greater. 

[0099] Without Wishing to limit the invention to any 
particular theory of operation, it is believed that the above 
bifunctional compounds have good compatibilities and 
copolymeriZability and contribute to strength improvement 
by intermolecular interaction because the hydrophilic pol 
ysiloxane monomers have similar backbones, for example 
urethane group-containing backbones. Examples of 
crosslinkable monomers With urethane linkages including, 
Without limitation, 2-methacryloylcarbamoyloxyethyl meth 
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acrylate, 2-2(2-methacryloxycarbamoyloxy)ethyl acrylate, 
2-(2-methacryloxyethylcarbamoyloxy)propyl methacrylate, 
2-methacryloxyethylcarbamoyloxytetraethylene glycol 
methacrylate and the like and mixtures thereof. 

[0100] A particularly useful crosslinkable monomer 
shoWn by the formula (11b) is: 

(11b) 
CH3 CH3 

[0101] These crosslinkable monomers can be used alone 
or in combination. 

[0102] In order to improve a balance of characteristics of 
a hydrophilic polymeric material, such as optical character 
istics, oxygen permeability, mechanical strength, recovery 
from deformation, staining resistance during contact lens 
Wearing, dimensional stability in tear and durability, mixed 
monomers of these copolymeriZable monomers can be used. 

[0103] An example, Without limitation, of such a contact 
lens comprises a polymer material derived from about 30% 
to about 70% or about 80% by Weight of hydrophilic 
silicon-containing monomer(s) or macromer(s), about 5% to 
about 50% by Weight of N-vinylpyrrolidone, 0% or about 
0.1% to about 25% by Weight of N-vinyl N-methylaceta 
mide, 0% or about 0.1% to about 15% by Weight of 
2-hydroxybutyl methacrylate, 0% or about 0.1% to about 
15% by Weight of methyl methacrylate, and about 0.005% to 
about 5% by Weight of a crosslinker compound. Various 
additives may further be added before or after polymeriZa 
tion, if necessary. Examples of additives comprise, Without 
limitation, dyes or pigments With various coloring charac 
teristics, UV absorbers and the like and mixtures thereof. 
Furthermore, When a lens is manufactured using a mold, 
mold releasing agents such as surfactants and the like and 
mixtures thereof can be added to improve separation of lens 
from the mold. 

[0104] One embodiment of the present silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses comprises a material having the United States 
Adopted Name (USAN) com?lcon A. 

[0105] The contact lenses of the present invention can be 
manufactured by conventional lens manufacturing methods. 
The methods include, for example a method by lathe-cutting 
of polymer block folloWed by polishing, a method to cast a 
monomer (and a macromer) composition into a mold With 
corresponding lens shape folloWed by polymeriZation, and a 
method to form only one face of lens by casting method 
using a polymeriZation mold then ?nish the other face by 
lathe-cutting and polishing method, etc. 

[0106] Apolymeric material used for a contact lens of the 
present invention is formed to an ophthalmologic lens by a 
mold method in Which a monomer mixture comprising, for 
example, one or more hydrophilic polysiloxane monomers 
and an amide monomer containing N-vinyl group, is ?lled 
into a mold, folloWed by a radical polymeriZation by the 
knoWn method, or by a spin casting method in Which a 
monomer mixture is fed in a rotatable hemisphere mold, 
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followed by a polymerization. In these cases, polymerization 
of a solution of monomer mixture added With solvents in a 

mold may be utilized to adjust the degree of polymerization 
or lens sWelling ratio. If a solvent is included, solvents Which 
dissolve the monomers effectively are advantageously used. 
Examples include, Without limitation alcohols such as etha 
nol and isopropanol; ethers such as dimethylsulfoxide, dim 
ethylformamide, dioxane and tetrahydrofran; ketones such 
as methylethyl ketone; esters such as ethyl acetate; and the 
like and mixtures thereof. 

[0107] Any mold material can be used for mold polymer 
ization or casting polymerization, so long as it is substan 
tially insoluble to monomer mixture and lens can be sepa 
rated after polymerization. For example, polyole?n resins 
such as polypropylene and polyethylene can be used, and 
materials having polar groups at a surface are preferable. As 
used herein, a polar group means an atomic group With 
strong affinity with Water and comprises hydroxyl groups, 
nitrile groups, carboxyl groups, polyoxyethylene groups, 
amide groups, urethane groups and the like. Very useful 
mold materials are insoluble to a polymerization monomer 
composition and have contact angles to Water at least at the 
part for forming one lens surface, not higher than about 90°, 
preferably about 65° to about 80°, by the sessile drop 
method. A contact lens formed using a mold material having 
surface contact angle smaller than 80° shoWs particularly 
superior Water Wettability and stable performance in lipid 
deposition and the like. A mold material having surface 
contact angle smaller than 65° is not advantageous because 
of difficulty in separating from the mold after polymeriza 
tion, resulting in minute surface damage or fractures at an 
edge part of lens. A mold material soluble to monomer 
compositions is also difficult to use because of difficulty in 
separating the lens as Well as rough lens surfaces and loW 
transparency. 

[0108] More preferably, a mold material is a resin selected 
from polyamides, polyethylene terephthalates and ethylene 
vinyl alcohol copolymers (EVOH) and the like. Ethylene 
vinyl alcohol copolymers are particularly useful, for 
example, from the vieWpoints of an easiness in molding, 
providing a dimensionally stable mold and giving stable 
Water Wettability to the molded lens. An example of an 
ethylene-vinyl alcohol copolymer resin product to be used is 
available as “Soarlite” from The Japan Synthetic Chem. Ind. 
Co. Ltd. or “EVAL” from Kuraray Co., Ltd. Various grades 
of EVOH With ethylene copolymerization ratio of about 
25-50% by mole can be used in the present invention. 

[0109] As for initiating polymerization, a photopolymer 
ization method may be used to initiate polymerization by 
UV or visible light irradiation in the presence of photopo 
lymerization initiators in a monomer mixture, or a radical 
polymerization method to thermally polymerize using azo 
compounds or organic peroxides. Examples of photopoly 
merization initiators comprise, Without limitation, benzoin 
ethyl ether, benzyl dimethyl ketal, alpha, alpha‘- diethoxy 
acetophenone, 2,4,6-trimethylbenzoyl diphenyl phosphine 
axide, and the like and mixtures thereof. Examples of 
organic peroxide comprise, Without limitation, benzoin per 
oxide, t-butyl peroxide and the like and mixtures thereof. 
Examples of azo compounds comprise, Without limitation, 
azobisisobutyronitorile, azobisdimethylvaleronitorile and 
the like and mixtures thereof. Among them, a photopoly 
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merization method is very useful due to providing a stable 
polymerization in a short cycle time. 

[0110] The surface of the molded lens may be modi?ed, if 
desired, by applying plasma treatment, ozone treatment, 
corona discharge, graft polymerization or the like. HoWever, 
in a preferred embodiment, the present contact lenses have 
highly advantageous combinations of properties Without 
requiring any surface treatment or modi?cation. 

[0111] Evaluation methods for lens characteristics in the 
Examples and the Comparative Examples are as folloWs: 

Water Content 

[0112] A soft contact lens Was immersed in phosphate 
buffer saline (PBS) solution at 23° C. for more than 16 
hours. After taking out and quick Wiping off of surface Water, 
the lens Was Weighed precisely. The lens Was then dried at 
80° C. in a vacuum dryer to a constant Weight. Water content 
Was calculated from a Weight change as folloWs: 

Water content=(Weight difference/Weight before dry 
ing)><100(%) 

Oxygen Permeability (Dk Value) 

[0113] Dk value Was determined by the so-called Mocon 
Method, for example using a test instrument commercially 
available under the model designation of Mocon Ox-Tran 
System. This method is described in Tuomela et al US. Pat. 
No. 5,817,924, the disclosure of Which is hereby incorpo 
rated in its entirety herein by reference. 

[0114] The Dk value is expressed as barrers or 10'10 (ml 
O2 mm)/(cm2 sec mm Hg). 

Tensile Modulus 

[0115] Test pieces of about 3 mm Width Were cut out from 
a central part of lens and tensile modulus (unit; MPa or 107 
dyne/cm2) Was determined from an initial slope of a stress 
strain curve obtained by tensile test at the rate of 100 
mm/min in physiological saline solution at 25° C., using 
Autograph (Model AGS-50B manufactured by Shimadzu 

[0116] The iono?ux of a contact lens or lens body is 
measured using a technique substantially similar to the 
so-called “Iono?ux Technique” described in Nicolson et al 
US. Pat. No. 5,849,811, the disclosure of Which is hereby 
incorporated in its entirety herein by reference. 

Elongation 

[0117] The elongation of a contact lens or lens body is 
measured in the fully hydrated state. This measurement is 
conducted in a substantially conventional/standard Way and 
involves pulling the specimen employing an Instron 
Machine. 

Other Mechanical Properties 

[0118] Other mechanical properties such as tensile 
strength, tear strength, and the like, Were measured using 
Well knoWn and standardized testing techniques. 
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EXAMPLES 

[0119] The following non-limiting examples illustrate 
various aspects and features of the present invention 

Synthesis Example 1 

Synthesis of Polysiloxanediol having Hydrosilane 
Groups (A1) 

[0120] A mixture of 150 gms of octamethylcyclotetrasi 
loxane, 22.6 gms of 1,3,5-trimethyltri?uoropropyl-cyclot 
risiloxane, 5.2 gms of 1,3,5,7-tetramethyl-cyclotetrasilox 
ane, 9.8 gms of 1,3-bis(3-(2 
hydroxyethoxy)propyl)tetramethyldisiloxane, 200 gms of 
chloroform and 1.5 gms of tri?uoromethane sulfonic acid 
Was stirred for 24 hours at 25° C., then Washed repeatedly 
With puri?ed Water until a pH of the mixture became neutral. 
After Water Was separated, chloroform Was distilled off 
under the reduced pressure. The residual liquid Was dis 
solved in acetone (36 gms), reprecipitated With methanol 
(180 gms), folloWed by removal of volatile components 
under vacuum from a separated liquid to give a transparent 
viscous liquid. The said liquid Was the siloxanediol having 
hydrosilane groups expressed by the folloWing formula 
(H3R) With a yield of 125 gms. Here, although the structural 
formula of the linking group Y is shoWn as a block structure 
composed of each siloxane unit, actually it contains random 
structures, and this formula shoWs only a ratio of each 
siloxane unit. This is true throughout the Synthesis 
Examples. 

CH3 CH3 

CH3 CH3 
Wherein, 

CH3 C2H4CF3 H 

Y: 

CH3 CH3 CH3 

[0121] Amixture of 125 gms of the siloxanediol described 
above, 40 gms of polyethyleneglycol allylmethylether (aver 
age molecular Weight is 400), 250 gms of isopropyl alcohol, 
0.12 gms of potassium acetate, and 25 mg of chloroplatinic 
acid Was charged into a ?ask With a re?ux condensor and 
heated With stirring for 3 hours under re?ux. The reaction 
mixture Was ?ltered, then isopropanol Was distilled off under 
reduced pressure, folloWed by Washing several times With a 
mixture of methanol/Water. Further removal of volatile com 
ponents under a vacuum gave a transparent viscous liquid 
With a yield of 120 gms. The liquid Was a siloxanediol 
Without hydrosilane groups (M3R), expressed by the fol 
loWing formula: 

(M3R) 
CH3 CH3 

CH3 CH3 
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CH3 CH3 CH3 

[0122] A mixture of 120 gms of the siloxanediol (M3R) 
described above, 9.5 gms of methacryloyloxyethyl isocyan 
ate, 120 gms of dry 2-butanone and 0.05 gms of dibutyltin 
dilaurate Was poured in a broWn-colored ?ask and stirred for 
5 hours at 35° C., then further stirred after an addition of 6 
gms of methanol. Subsequently, 2-butanone Was distilled off 
under reduced pressure, and the resulting liquid Was Washed 
several times With a mixture of methanol/Water folloWed by 
removal of volatile components under vacuum to give a 
transparent viscous liquid With a yield of 120 gms. The 
liquid Was the polysiloxane-dimethacrylate (M3-U) 
expressed by the folloWing formula: 

CH3 CH3 

CH3 CH3 

CH3 CH3 CH3 

This material, identi?ed as M3-U, has a number average 
molecular Weight of about 15,000. 

Synthesis Example 1A 

[0123] Synthesis Example 1 is repeated With appropriate 
adjustments to the amounts of the components and/or con 
ditions utiliZed to provide a macromer structured similarly to 
M3-U except that Y has the folloWing structure: 

Y: 

CH3 CH3 CH3 

[0124] This material, identi?ed as M3-UU, has a number 
average molecular Weight of about 20,000. 

Synthesis Example 2 

[0125] A mixture of 50 gms of alpha-butyl-omega-[3-(2‘ 
hydroxyethoxy)propyl)polydimethylsiloxane, 10 gms of 
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methacryloyloxyethyl isocyanate, 150 gms of dry n-hexane 
and 0.2 gms of dibutyltin dilaurate was poured in a brown 
colored ?ask and heated for 2 hours under re?ux, then 
further stirred after an addition of 6 gms of methanol. 
Subsequently, n-hexane was distilled off under reduced 
pressure, and the resulting liquid was washed several times 
with methanol (30 gms)/water (15 gms) followed by 
removal of volatile components under vacuum to give a 
transparent viscous liquid with a yield of 54 gms. The liquid 
was the polysiloxane-methacrylate (FMM) expressed by the 
following formula. 

CH3 CH3 

O 0 CH3 

CH3 

— 5iC4H9 

(‘1H3 
wherein, 

CH3 

Y: — (SiO)n— 

(‘1H3 

This material, identi?ed as FMM, has a number average 
molecular weight of about 1500. 

Example 3 

[0126] A mixture of 64 parts by weight of M3-U the 
polysiloxane described in the Synthesis Example 1A, 10 
parts by weight of N-vinyl-2-pyrrolidone (hereinafter NVP), 
10 parts by weight of N-vinyl-N-methylacetamide (herein 
after “VMA”), 6 parts by weight of isobornyl methacrylate 
(hereinafter “IBM”), 10 parts by weight of methyl meth 
acrylate (hereinafter “MMA”), 0.1 parts by weight of triallyl 
isocyanurate (hereinafter “TAIC”), and 0.1 parts by weight 
of 2,4,6-trimethylbenZoyl-diphenylphosphine oxide (herein 
after “TPO”), which was added last to the mixture, was 
mixed with stirring. The mixture was injected into a mold for 
forming a contact lens made of an ethylene vinyl alcohol 
resin (hereinafter “EVOH resin”) (made by The Japan 
Synthetic Chem. Ind. Co., Ltd., Soarlite S), then irradiated 
by ultraviolet (UV) light for 1 hour in a light exposure 
equipment to give a lens-shaped polymer. The lens thus 
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obtained was soaked in ethyl alcohol for 1.5 hours, then 
soaked in fresh ethyl alcohol for an additional 1.5 hours, 
than soaked in an ethyl alcohol/water (1/1) mixture for 0.5 
hours, soaked in deioniZed water for 3 hours, and then 
placed in PBS solution, and followed by autoclaving for 20 
mins. The lens thus obtained was transparent and ?exible, 
and showed good water wettability. Evaluation of physical 
properties showed results set forth in Table 1. 

Examples 4, 5 and 6 

[0127] Example 3 was repeated three times except that the 
mixtures formed had the compositions shown in Table 1. 
Each of the lenses thus obtained was transparent and ?ex 
ible, and showed good water wettability. Evaluation of 
physical properties showed results set forth in Table 1. 

Examples 7, 8, 9 and 10 

[0128] Example 3 was repeated four additional times 
except that the mixture formed had the components and 
compositions shown in Table 1. In each of these examples, 
10 parts by weight of FMM was included. Thus, each of the 
mixtures comprise one silicon-containing macromer having 
a molecular weight of about 15,000, and another silicon 
containing macromer having a molecular weight of about 
1,400. Each of the lenses thus obtained was transparent and 
?exible, and showed good water wettability. Evaluation of 
physical properties showed results set forth in Table 1. 

Example 11 

[0129] Alens was prepared in accordance with Example 5. 

[0130] The hydrated lens was placed into a 2% by weight 
aqueous solution of glycerol monomethacrylate (GMMA)/ 
glycerol dimethacrylate (GDMA) (97/3 by weight). The 
solution, with the lens included, was degassed and purged 
with nitrogen for 15 minutes. The aqueous solution was 
gently agitated to maintain hydration. The solution was 
heated to 70° C. for 40 minutes. An aqueous solution of 
2,2‘-aZobis(2-amidinopropane dihydrochloride (VaZo 56) 
was added to the lens/solution. Polymerization was allowed 
to occur for 30 minutes. The lens was removed and repeat 
edly rinsed/soaked with deioniZed water. The lens thus 
obtained was transparent and ?exible, and showed good 
water wettability. Evaluation of physical properties showed 
results set forth in Table 1. 

Comparative Examples 12 and 13 

[0131] Two commercially available extended wear contact 
lenses were chosen for property testing. Evaluation of physi 
cal properties of these two lenses showed results set forth in 
Table 1. 

TABLE I 

Composition (Mass % or Relative Parts) 
Component Identi?cation Examples 

Component Abbrev Description 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Silicone M3-U Polysiloxanyl 64 64 66 60 42 42 44 44 66 

Macromer dimeth. MW = 

about 15,000 
Imparts high Dk 
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TABLE I-continued 

Silicone FM0411M Polysiloxanyl 10 10 10 10 
Macromer dimeth. MW = 

about 1500 
Imparts high Dk 

N-Vinyl 2- NVP Hydrophilic 10 10 10 10 30 30 30 40 10 
pyrrolidinone monomer 
N-Vinyl-N- VMA Hydrophilic 10 12 18 20 10 10 10 0 18 
methylacetamide monomer 
2-Hydroxybutyl HOB Hydrophilic 6 10 10 10 10 
methacrylate monomer 
Glycerol GMMA Hydrophilic see 
monomethacrylate monomer text 

(IPN Process) 
Glycerol GDMA Hydrophilic see 
dimethacrylate monomer text 

Crosslinking 
agent (IPN) 

Isobornyl IBM Hydrophobic 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 
methacrylate monomer 
Methyl MMA Hydrophobic 10 8 
methacrylate monomer 
Triallyl TAIC Crosslinking 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
isocyanurate agent 
Tetraethylene 4ED Crosslinking 4 2 1 
glycol agent 
dimethacrylate 
Bis(2— Aerosol Nonreactive 0 0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 
ethylhexyl)sulfo— OT surfactant 
succinate (AOT) (aids demolding) 
sodium salt 
Diphenyl(2,4,6- Lucirin UV 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
trimethyl- TPO Photoinitiator 
benZoyl)phosphine 
oxide 
2,2'—azobis(2— Vazo 56 Thermal 0.1 
amidino initiator Water 
propane)dihydro- soluble 
chloride 

12 13 
B & L Ciba 
Pure Night 

Properties Units Vision and Day 

EWC (Equil. % 34 37 44 36 36 38 44 42 42 36 24 
Water Content) 
Dk * 199 250 200 278 277 196 188 220 100 140 
Modulus MPa 1.0 0.8 0.9 1.2 1.2 1.0 0.6 0.5 0.9 1.0 1.2 
Elongation % 350 290 220 130 190 251 357 355 193 271 
Tear Strength N 69 59 32 23 64 69 83 96 183 163 
Tb (Stress @ MPa 2.3 1.7 1.6 1.3 1.9 2.2 2.3 2.0 2.0 2.1 

break) 
Ionoflux 10’3 mm2/min 0.2 0.3 2.8 1.1 1.1 2.2 3.5 3.0 5.0 0.5 
Surface Modi?ed Yes or No No No No No No No No No No Yes Yes 

[0132] The present contact lenses, that is the contact 
lenses of Examples 3 through 11, have unique and advan 
tageous combinations of physical properties Which make 
each of such lenses highly effective in continuous or 

extended Wear applications, particularly When considered in 
comparison to the comparative commercially available 
lenses of Examples 12 and 13. 

[0133] Each of the lenses produced in Examples 3 to 11, 
after appropriate processing to remove extractable material 
and to hydrate the lens in preparation for Wear in a human 
eye, is placed in a human eye and Worn for six (6) hours. 
After this period of time, the lens is removed and the eye is 
tested for corneal staining. Each of these lenses resulted in 
less than about 20% corneal staining. 

[0134] Each of the lenses in Examples 3 to 11 has a 
combination of properties, for example, including Water 
content, oxygen permeability, modulus and/or one or more 
other mechanical-related properties, and iono?ux, Which 
provides for enhanced performance, for example, in terms of 
lens function effectiveness, Wearer comfort and safety, in 
continuous Wear applications. The combinations of physical 
properties of the lenses of Examples 3 to 11 are unmatched, 
for example, by the competitive lenses of Examples 12 and 
13. 

[0135] The lenses of Examples 3 to 11 are ophthalmically 
compatible during continuous Wear for at least about 5 days 
or about 10 days or about 20 days or about 30 days. For 
example, such lenses do not adhere to the cornea during such 
continuous Wear. 
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[0136] In short, the present contact lenses of Examples 3 
to 11 illustrate the substantial continuous Wear advantages of 
embodiments of the present invention. 

[0137] In vieW of the disclosure herein, it can be appre 
ciated that the present contact lenses comprise one or more 
features that are different than existing silicone hydrogel 
contact lenses. In one embodiment of the present lenses, the 
lens body has a Water content of about 50% (such as 47% or 
about 48%) and a iono?ux betWeen about 4 and about 5. In 
additional embodiments, such a lens body has a Dk greater 
than 100. 

[0138] The disclosure of US. Pat. No. 6,867,245 is hereby 
incorporated in its entirety herein by reference. 

[0139] A number of publications, patents, and patent 
applications have been cited hereinabove. Each of the cited 
publications, patents, and patent applications are hereby 
incorporated by reference in their entireties. 

[0140] While this invention has been described With 
respect to various speci?c examples and embodiments, it is 
to be understood that the invention is not limited thereto and 
that it can be variously practiced Within the scope of the 
folloWing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A silicone hydrogel contact lens, comprising a non 

surface treated lens body comprising a hydrophilic, silicon 
containing polymeric material, the lens body having at least 
one of an oxygen permeability, a Water content, a surface 
Wettability, a modulus, and a design effective in facilitating 
ophthalmically compatible Wearing of the contact lens by a 
lens Wearer at least for one day. 

2. The contact lens of claim 1, Wherein the lens body has 
an oxygen permeability, a Water content, a surface Wetta 
bility, a modulus, and a design effective in facilitating 
ophthalmically compatible Wearing of the contact lens by 
the lens Wearer at least for one day. 

3. The contact lens of claim 1, Wherein the lens body has 
an oxygen permeability, a Water content, a surface Wetta 
bility, a modulus, and a design effective in facilitating 
ophthalmically compatible Wearing of the contact lens by 
the lens Wearer for about thirty days. 

4. The contact lens of claim 1, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from one silicon-containing mac 
romer. 

5. The contact lens of claim 1, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from tWo different silicon-contain 
ing macromers, each macromer having a different molecular 
Weight. 

6. The contact lens of claim 1, Wherein the lens body has 
an oxygen permeability of at least about 70 barrers, a Water 
content of at least about 30% by Weight, a modulus less than 
about 1.4 mPa, and a contact angle on a surface of the lens 
body less than about 60 degrees. 

7. The contact lens of claim 6, Wherein the lens body has 
an oxygen permeability greater than about 110 barrers. 

8. The contact lens of claim 6, Wherein the lens body has 
a Water content greater than about 45% by Weight. 

9. The contact lens of claim 6, Wherein the lens body has 
a modulus less than about 0.9 mPa. 

10. The contact lens of claim 6, Wherein the lens body has 
an oxygen permeability of at least about 115 barrers, a Water 
content of about 48% by Weight, and a modulus of about 
0.84 mPa. 
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11. The contact lens of claim 6, Wherein the lens body has 
an oxygen permeability from about 70 barrers to about 100 
barrers, a Water content of at least about 50% by Weight, and 
a modulus from about 0.3 mPa to about 0.5 mPa. 

12. A contact lens comprising a lens body comprising a 
hydrophilic, silicon-containing polymeric material, the lens 
body having a Dk of greater than about 110 barrers and an 
equilibrium Water content of greater than about 30% by 
Weight, the contact lens being ophthalmically compatible. 

13. The contact lens of claim 1 Wherein the lens body has 
a Dk of at least about 150 barrers. 

14. The contact lens of claim 12, Wherein the lens body 
has an equilibrium Water content of at least about 35% by 
Weight. 

15. The contact lens of claim 12, Wherein the lens body 
has an anterior surface and a posterior surface, and at least 
one of the anterior and posterior surfaces is not modi?ed. 

16. The contact lens of claim 15, Wherein both the anterior 
and posterior surfaces are not modi?ed. 

17. The contact lens of claim 12, Wherein the lens body 
has a modulus of about 1.4 mPa or less. 

18. The contact lens of claim 12, Wherein the lens body 
has an elongation of at least about 90%. 

19. The contact lens of claim 12, Wherein the lens body 
has an iono?ux of no greater than about 5 10-3 mm2/min. 

20. The contact lens of claim 12, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from one silicon-containing mac 
romer. 

21. The contact lens of claim 12, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from tWo silicon-containing mac 
romers having different molecular Weights. 

22. The contact lens of claim 21, Wherein units from a 
high molecular Weight silicon-containing macromer are 
present in a greater amount by Weight in the polymeric 
material than units from a loW molecular Weight silicon 
containing macromer. 

23. The contact lens of claim 21, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from a silicon-containing mac 
romer having a number average molecular Weight of at least 
about 10,000. 

24. The contact lens of claim 21 Wherein the tWo silicon 
containing macromers have number average molecular 
Weights Which differ by at least about 5,000. 

25. The contact lens of claim 22, Wherein units from the 
high molecular Weight silicon-containing macromer are at 
least about 40% by Weight of the polymeric material. 

26. The contact lens of claim 22, Wherein units from the 
high molecular Weight silicon-containing macromer and 
from the loW molecular Weight silicon-containing macromer 
total at least about 50% by Weight of the polymeric material. 

27. The contact lens of claim 21, Wherein one of the 
silicon-containing macromers is mono-functional. 

28. The contact lens of claim 21, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprise units from a plurality of hydrophilic 
monomers. 

29. A contact lens comprising a lens body comprising a 
hydrophilic, silicon-containing polymeric material, the lens 
body having a Dk of greater than about 70 barrers and an 
equilibrium Water content of greater than about 30% by 
Weight, the lens body being produced Without surface treat 
ment, the contact lens being ophthalmically compatible. 

30. The contact lens of claim 29, Wherein the lens body 
has a Dk of at least about 90 barrers. 
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31. The contact lens of claim 29, wherein the lens body 
has an equilibrium Water content of at least about 35% by 
Weight. 

32. The contact lens of claim 29, Wherein the lens body 
has a modulus of about 1.4 mPa or less. 

33. The contact lens of claim 29, Wherein the lens body 
has an elongation of at least about 90%. 

34. The contact lens of claim 29, Wherein the lens body 
has an iono?uX of no greater than about 5 10-3 mm2/min. 

35. The contact lens of claim 29, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from one silicon-containing mac 
romer. 

36. The contact lens of claim 29, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprise units from tWo silicon-containing mac 
romers having different molecular Weights. 

37. The contact lens of claim 36, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from a plurality of hydrophilic 
monomers. 

38. A contact lens comprising a lens body comprising a 
hydrophilic, silicon-containing polymeric material, the lens 
body having a Dk of greater than 100 barrers, an equilibrium 
Water content of greater than about 30% by Weight, and an 
iono?uX no greater than about 5 10-3 mm2/min, the contact 
lens being ophthalmically compatible. 

39. The contact lens of claim 38, Wherein the lens body 
has a Dk of at least about 130 barrers. 

40. The contact lens of claim 38, Wherein the lens body 
has an equilibrium Water content of at least about 35% by 
Weight. 

41. The contact lens of claim 38, Wherein the lens body 
has an anterior surface and a posterior surface, and at least 
one of the anterior and posterior surfaces is not treated. 

42. The contact lens of claim 41, Wherein both the anterior 
and posterior surfaces are not treated. 

43. The contact lens of claim 38, Wherein the lens body 
has a modulus of about 1.4 mPa or less. 

44. The contact lens of claim 38, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprise units from tWo silicon-containing mac 
romers having different molecular Weights. 
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45. The contact lens of claim 38, Wherein the polymeric 
material comprises units from a plurality of hydrophilic 
monomers. 

46. A contact lens comprising a lens body comprising a 
hydrophilic, silicon-containing polymeric material, the lens 
body having an equilibrium Water content of greater than 
about 15% by Weight, the polymeric material comprises 
units from tWo silicon-containing macromers having differ 
ent molecular Weights, the lens body being ophthalmically 
compatible. 

47. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein one of the 
macromers has a number average molecular Weight greater 

than about 10,000. 
48. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the polymeric 

material comprises units from a plurality of hydrophilic 
monomers. 

49. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the lens body 
has a Dk of at least about 70 barrers. 

50. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the lens body 
has an equilibrium Water content of at least about 30% by 
Weight. 

51. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the lens body 
has an anterior surface and a posterior surface, and at least 
one of the anterior and posterior surfaces is not treated. 

52. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the lens body 
comprises no surface treatment. 

53. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the lens body 
has a modulus of about 1.4 mPa or less. 

54. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the lens body 
has an iono?uX of no greater than about 5 10-3 mm2/min. 

55. The contact lens of claim 46, Wherein the lens body 
has an elongation of at least about 90%. 


