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PORTABLE PRIVACY SCREEN 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims bene?t of the earlier ?ling 
date under 35 USC 119(e) of provisional application No. 
60/611,985 ?led on Sep. 22, 2004. 

SPECIFICATION 

[0002] The portable privacy screen is a system compris 
ing: at least one or more panels, one or more column 

assemblies, and an attachment means for attaching said one 
or more panels to said one or more column assemblies. 

[0003] The portable privacy screen may be free standing 
or utiliZe one or more support cables. Said support cables 
may be attached to the ground by suitable means such as a 
spike or an available support structure such as a tree or 

building. 
[0004] The column assembly may be comprised of a 
single stackable column or any number of stackable columns 
and may include a stake. The column assembly may also 
include an ornament. The column assembly may include an 
elastic cord affixed to at least tWo members of the column. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERAL 
SPONSORSHIP 

[0005] No invention claimed in this application Was made 
under Federally sponsored research or development. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention relates generally to camping 
equipment and fencing equipment. US. Pat. No. 6,092,792 
is typical of the portable fencing group. In these groups the 
objective of the invention is generally to keep animals or 
environmental conditions either Within or Without a de?ned 
perimeter and consequently this group of inventions are 
include mechanism to assure closed loop constructions and 
are constructed of materials of strength suitable to this 
purpose. This necessarily implies signi?cant Weight and siZe 
limitations to produce the desired result. The present inven 
tion differs from these in that it is of light Weight modular 
construction. 

[0007] The primary purpose of the present invention is to 
provide a visual privacy barrier. This purpose permits light 
Weight construction of all components. The present inven 
tion also provides modular construction not only in the 
horiZontal sense but in its height as Well. The construction of 
column assemblies from stackable columns in combination 
With the provision of panels of vertical dimensions compat 
ible With the stackable columns alloWs the user to create 
portable privacy screens of nearly any height desired. 

[0008] The use of the stackable column permits the por 
table privacy screen to be packed in containers Where no 
dimension of the container approaches that of the overall 
height of the erected portable privacy screen Which it 
contains. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The portable privacy screen is a system compris 
ing: at least one or more panels, one or more column 
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assemblies, and an attachment means for attaching said one 
or more panels to said one or more column assemblies. 

[0010] The portable privacy screen may be free standing 
or utiliZe one or more support cables. Said support cables 
may be attached to the ground by suitable means such as a 
spike or an available support structure such as a tree or 

building. 
[0011] The column assembly may be comprised of a single 
stackable column or any number of stackable columns and 
may include a stake. The column assembly may also include 
an ornament. 

[0012] The column assembly may include an elastic cord 
af?Xed to at least tWo members of the column. The elastic 
cord and its attachment points are chosen to keep the column 
assembly in tension to prevent unintended disassembly but 
not so much tension that intentional disassembly of the 
column assembly may not be accomplished. In one eXample 
the elastic cord could be attached to a stake forming one end 
of a column assembly and to an ornament forming the other 
end of the column assembly. It Will be appreciated that such 
an elastic cord may be placed Within the column assembly 
or outside the column assembly. It Will also be appreciated 
that the elastic cord may be attached to stackable columns 
and that since a column assembly may or may not include a 
stake and may or may not include an ornament and may 
include any number of stackable columns in any given 
column assembly the elastic cord may attach to any number 
of the column assembly’s components. It Will also be 
appreciated that if the elastic cord used externally to the 
column assembly and ?Xed to at least one member of the 
column assembly in a releasable manner the elastic cord 
need be only minimally elastic and could be any rope, Wire 
or other suitably ?exible line. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] 
screen. 

[0014] 
[0015] 
[0016] 
[0017] 
[0018] 
[0019] 
[0020] FIG. 8 is a plan vieW of the portable privacy screen 
con?gured in a star pattern 

[0021] FIG. 9 is a detail vieW of a connection betWeen an 
arm and a panel. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the portable privacy 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of a stackable column 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of a stake. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of a column assembly. 

FIG. 5 is a front vieW of an ornament 

FIG. 6 is a side vieW of an ornament. 

FIG. 7 is a front vieW of a second ornament 

[0022] FIG. 10 is a detail vieW of a connection betWeen a 
column assembly and a panel using a tunnel 

[0023] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of a stackable 
column With a single arm. 

[0024] FIG. 12 is a perspective vieW of a column assem 
bly With a single arm. 

[0025] FIG. 13 is a perspective vieW of a column assem 
bly With a cut aWay vieW illustrating attachment means for 
the elastic cord. 
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[0026] FIG. 14 is a perspective vieW of a column assem 
bly illustrating external attachment of the elastic cord. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0027] The portable privacy screen 10 is a system com 
prising: at least one panel 22, at least one column assembly 
36, and at least one attachment means 24 for attaching said 
panel 22 to said column assembly 36. 

[0028] The portable privacy screen 10 may be free stand 
ing or utiliZe one or more support cables 18. Said support 
cables 18 may be attached to the ground by suitable means 
such as a spike 20 or an available support structure such as 
a tree or building. 

[0029] The column assembly 36 may be comprised of a 
single stackable column 14 or any number of stackable 
columns 14 and may include a stake 12. The column 
assembly 36 may also include an ornament 16. The column 
assembly 36 may include an elastic cord 28 affixed to at least 
tWo members of the column. The elastic cord 28 and its 
attachment points are chosen to keep the column assembly 
36 in tension to prevent unintended disassembly but not so 
much tension that intentional disassembly of the column 
assembly 36 may not be accomplished. In one example the 
elastic cord 28 could be attached to a stake 12 forming one 
end of a column assembly 36 and to an ornament 16 forming 
the other end of the column assembly 36. It Will be appre 
ciated that such an elastic cord 28 may be placed Within the 
column assembly 36 or outside the column assembly 36. It 
Will also be appreciated that the elastic cord 28 may be 
attached to stackable columns 14 and that since a column 
assembly 36 may or may not include a stake 12 and may or 
may not include an ornament 16 and may include any 
number of stackable columns 14 in any given column 
assembly 36 the elastic cord 28 may attach to any number of 
the column assembly’s 36 components. It Will also be 
appreciated that if the elastic cord 28 used externally to the 
column assembly 36 and ?xed to at least one member of the 
column assembly 36 in a releasable manner the elastic cord 
28 need be only minimally elastic and could be any rope, 
Wire or other suitably ?exible line. 

[0030] The stackable column 14 includes a ?rst end Which 
is reduced in circumference to ?t into the unreduced cir 
cumference of the second end of another stackable column 
14. The mechanisms for achieving this reduced circumfer 
ence are of tWo types: 1) the ?rst end may be crimped or 
extruded, or 2) a sleeve 32 may be employed. The stackable 
column 14 may also include any number of attached loops 
30 to facilitate the attachment of panels 22. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0031] The stake 12 is ?tted With a hole in its top Which 
accommodates either the ?rst or second end of the stackable 
column or a sleeve 32. This determination is made to suite 
the necessities of the particular overall design chosen by the 
manufacturer. Similarly ornaments 16 are provided With a 
shaft for insertion into the top of a column assembly 36. It 
is readily apparent that the the shaft siZe for an ornament 16 
is chosen for compatibility With the design choice made for 
the hole in the top of the stake 12. HoWever, this decision is 
also in?uenced by the choice to employ a sleeve 32. It can 
noW be appreciated that the ornament 16 or stake 12 may 
each independently be ?tted With a hole or shaft of suitable 

Mar. 23, 2006 

siZe to function With the sleeve 32 or the stackable column 
14 as desired by the manufacturer. 

[0032] The panel 22 may include one or more Wind slits or 
a pattern of holes or similar mechanisms to reduce Wind 
resistance and may provide tWo surfaces for the display of 
advertising or other images as determined by the manufac 
turer or With proper selection of materials by the user. 

[0033] The portable privacy screen 10 may employ one or 
more support cables 18. Said support cables 18 may be 
af?xed to the ground or nearby support structure With a 
suitable spike 20. 

[0034] The panel 22 may be affixed to the column assem 
bly 36 in any number of Ways, including but not limited to: 
1) folding and fastening the end of the panel 22 to form a 
tunnel 38 Which slides over the support column, 2) placing 
grommets 26 near the panel 22 ends and passing split or 
other style rings through the grommets 26 and around the 
column assembly 36, and 3) providing a plurality of arms 34 
on the column assembly 36 or stackable columns 14 and 
using suitable means to attach the panel 22 to said arms 34. 
It should be noted that a single column assembly 36 may be 
provided With any number of arms 34 suitable for making 
desired patterns of the privacy screen to partition an area into 
multiple segments. It Will further be appreciated that various 
combinations of the foregoing attachment means 24 may be 
employed in the construction of a single portable privacy 
screen 10 arrangement. 

I claim: 
1) A portable privacy screen comprising: 

(a) at least one panel 

(b) at least one column assembly, and 

(c) at least one attachment means for attaching said panel 
to said column assembly. 

2) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 further com 
prising at least one support cable. 

3) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 Wherein said 
column assembly comprises: 

(a) at least one stake, and 

(b) at least one stackable column. 
4) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 Wherein the 

panel includes at least one Wind slit. 
5) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 Wherein the 

panel includes a pattern of holes. 
6) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 further com 

prising at least one support cable. 
7) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 further com 

prising at least one spike. 
8) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 further Wherein 

at least one said column assemblies further comprises an 
ornament. 

9) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 Wherein said 
panel includes a ?rst and second end. 

10) the portable privacy screen of claim 9 Wherein the ?rst 
end is folded and fastened to form a tunnel through Which 
said column assembly is inserted to provide said attachment 
means. 

11) The portable privacy screen of claim 9 Wherein the 
second end is folded and fastened to form a tunnel in Which 
said column assembly is inserted to provide said attachment 
means. 
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12) The portable privacy screen of claim 9 Wherein both 
the ?rst and second end are folded and fastened to form ?rst 
and second tunnels through Which said column assemblies 
are inserted to provide said attachment means. 

13) The portable privacy screen of claim 1 Wherein said 
column assembly comprises a plurality of stackable col 
umns. 

14) The portable privacy screen of claim 13 further 
comprising an elastic cord attached to a ?rst stackable 
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column and a last stackable column to keep said column 
assembly in tension. 

15) The portable privacy screen of claim 13 Wherein said 
column further comprises a stake. 

16) The portable privacy screen of claim 15 further 
comprising an elastic cord attached to a ?rst stackable 
column and a last stackable column to keep said column 
assembly in tension. 


