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(57) ABSTRACT 

Some embodiments provide a system and method for 
enabling automatic call con?guration to associated devices 
of parties involved in a data session. The call con?guration 
involves a computing device utilized by an originating party. 
The originating party has an associated device other than the 
computing device Which can be used for supplemental 
communication. The originating party picks or initiates a 
process Which picks one or more destination parties to Which 
supplemental communication is desired. Identi?ers identi 
fying a destination party or parties is forwarded to a mobile 
application server. The mobile application server can then 
perform an optional look-up to determine unique device 
identi?ers for associated devices of the destination party or 
parties. The destination party identi?er(s) and/or unique 
device identi?ers is sent by the mobile application server to 
the associated device of the originating party. The associated 
device of the originating party is automatically con?gured to 
directly connect to the destination device With a single 
button press, like the PTT button found in some cell phone 
models. 
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR IM TO PTT 
CORRELATION OF MOBILE PHONES AS 

ASSOCIATED DEVICES 

BACKGROUND 

[0001] 1. Field 

[0002] This application relates generally to conferencing 
and communications. 

[0003] 2. Related Art 

[0004] Instant messaging sessions, instant messaging con 
ferences, and data collaboration sessions involve a party 
(such as a group of people or an individual) communicating 
over a data and/or telephony netWork With one or more other 
parties. Instant messaging sessions can be managed by 
applications such as MSN MessengerTM and AOL Instant 
MessengerTM While collaboration sessions can be managed 
by technologies such as OpenScape TM, LiveMeetingTM, Net 
MeetingTM and WebEXTM. Using such softWare, it may be 
possible to associate a particular party With one or more 
devices such as a cell phone or PDA. The associated device 
often offers alternate or supplementary communication 
capability (such as voice telephony) Which may not be 
primary form of communication in the session. For instance, 
a data collaboration session using a PC may also designate 
a cell phone as an associated device for a given party. 

[0005] However, though parties are associated in a logical 
sense With a device, there is often no functional interactivity 
With the associated device in the session. For instance, in cell 
phones, there is a PTT (Push-To-Talk) feature Where the last 
number dialed Will appear automatically such that pushing 
just the “Talk” button Would attempt to reconnect you With 
that last dialed number. It Would be useful to use the 
messaging or collaboration session to access and activate 
features such as PTT that may be available on associated 
devices. Such interactivity Would make the session more 
feature-rich and user friendly. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] Some embodiments are illustrated in the accompa 
nying ?gures, in Which like reference numerals designate 
like parts, and Wherein: 

[0007] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system according to 
some embodiments of the invention; 

[0008] FIG. 2 is an application diagram according to some 
embodiments of the invention; 

[0009] FIG. 3 is a process How according to some 
embodiments of the invention; 

[0010] FIG. 4(A) is a block diagram of single destination 
call con?guration according to some embodiments of the 
invention; 

[0011] FIG. 4(B) is a block diagram of multi-party des 
tination call con?guration according to some embodiments 
of the invention; and 

[0012] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the internal architec 
ture of a computing, device according to some embodiments 
of the invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0013] Some embodiments provide a system and method 
for enabling automatic call con?guration on associated 
devices of parties involved in a data session. The data 
session involves a computing device utiliZed by an origi 
nating party. The originating party has an associated device 
other than the computing device Which can be used for 
supplemental communication. Using the computing device, 
the originating party picks or initiates a process Which picks 
one or more destination parties to Which supplemental 
communication is desired. Identi?ers identifying a destina 
tion party or parties is forWarded from the computing device 
to a mobile application server. The mobile application server 
can then perform an optional look-up to determine unique 
device identi?ers for communication devices of the desti 
nation party or parties. The destination party identi?er(s) 
and/or unique device identi?ers is sent by the mobile appli 
cation server to the associated device of the originating 
party. In connection With this, the mobile application server 
Will also con?gure a push-to-talk (PTT) capability or some 
smart calling or redial feature of the associated device of the 
originating party. 

[0014] In some embodiments, the associated device of the 
originating party is a cellular telephone. In some embodi 
ments of the invention, the data session is an instance 
messaging session, an instant messaging conference, a data 
collaboration session or other conference call. For instance, 
in an instant messaging data session betWeen tWo parties, an 
originating party can request via their computing device to 
enable call con?guration on their cell phone in order to place 
a call to the other party, the destination party. The computing 
device sends an identi?er such as a name and/or phone 
number to a mobile application server. The mobile applica 
tion server forWards the name/number of the destination 
party to the cell phone of the originating party. Simulta 
neously or contemporaneously, the mobile application 
server can con?gure the PTT capability of the cell phone so 
that a call to the name/number that is sent can be initiated 
With a smart key like a “Talk” key on the cell phone. This 
mechanism resembles the last number dialed feature on cell 
phones in Which the last number dialed appears and can be 
redialed With the Talk or similar button. HoWever, in our 
case the cell phone cannot use the redial button since the 
number to be dialed is not necessarily stored there. 

[0015] The same process can be used in a situation Where 
the data session involves multiple parties, and thus, multiple 
possible call destinations. In such embodiments, a list of 
names/numbers is sent to the cell phone of the originating 
party so that the originating party can select Whichever 
destination party they may desire to initiate a call to, using 
the PTT button. In cases Where the number of the destination 
party or parties is not present in the computing device of the 
originating party, the mobile application server can perform 
a look-up for the phone number and send this information 
along With the name to the cell phone of the originating 
party. 

[0016] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system according to 
some embodiments. An originating party 1 is shoWn utiliZ 
ing a computing device 10 and associated device 30. A data 
session 40 betWeen the originating party 1 and a destination 
party 2 is illustrated. The data session 40 could be an instant 
messaging session or videoconference and the like. Desti 
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nation party 2 Would also utilize a computing device 12 and 
associated device 32. The associated device 30 is “associ 
ated” With the party 1 and not necessarily With the comput 
ing device 10. Likewise, the associated device 32 is asso 
ciated With the party 2 and not the computing device 12. 
Also illustrated is a mobile application server 230 Which is 
described in more detail beloW. Some embodiments are 
generally described beloW With respect to FIG. 1, With more 
detailed descriptions thereof to folloW. The Words “party” 
and “participant” or “parties” and “participants” both have 
the same intended meaning of one or more individuals or 

groups involved in a data session, and are used interchange 
ably throughout. 
[0017] Computing devices 10 and 12 may be computer 
systems or similar devices capable of participating in a data 
session using a collaboration application such as Open 
ScapeTM or WebEXTM or instant messaging application such 
as MSN MessengerTM. The data session 40 is initiated by a 
user (or automated task) either on computing device 10 
and/or computing device 12 and may include de?nitions/ 
locations of the participants, nicknames, timetables, device 
associations for participants, and so forth. The data session 
40 may also include voice conferencing and/or video con 
ferencing Which can be con?gured as desired. This may 
include the parties 1 and 2 utiliZing an associated devices 
(shoWn as devices 30 and 32) such as land-line telephone or 
cellular telephone. The establishment of a typical messag 
ing/conferencing/collaboration session is Well-knoWn in the 
art and not discussed in further detail. 

[0018] In some embodiments, data session 40 can make 
use of an application such as an OpenScape® (a communi 
cations suite developed by Siemens AG) service Which 
con?gures and manages the data session 40. The secondary 
application communicates With mobile application server 
230 such as an IMS Server (IP Multimedia Subsystem) or 
other similar mobile application server. The IMS Server is 
an application server developed by Siemens AG for trans 
acting data With mobile communication devices. The main 
tenance of the list of parties and associated devices can also 
be handled by such applications running on either comput 
ing device 10 or 12, mobile application server 230 or even 
on a third party device. 

[0019] The associated device 30 can be an analog cellular 
telephone and/or a digital cellular telephone, or satellite 
based mobile phone or any Wireless communication device 
Which has voice capability and a PTT button. Examples of 
such devices include CDMA (Code Division Multiple 
Access) based devices, TDMA (Time Division Multiple 
Access), W-CDMA (Wideband CDMA) or GSM (Global 
System for Mobile communications). In some embodiments, 
the associated device 30 may be a 2G, 25G, 3G, or 3gPP 
enabled device. The associated device 30 typically has a data 
channel (such as GPRS (General Packet Radio Service) or 
messaging channel (such as an SMS (Short Message Ser 
vice) channel) and may be capable of transacting data With 
other netWorks using WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) 
and the like. Using one or more of these capabilities, the 
associated device 30 can receive forWarded name/phone 
number information from mobile application server 230 as 
discussed further beloW. Associated device 30 may also have 
its PTT feature, if any, con?gured by mobile application 
server 230 using this data channel or messaging channel or 
other appropriate capability. 
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[0020] Mobile application server 230 is an application 
server Which may be present in or accessible by a base 
station of a cellular netWork or other communications relay 
ing and netWorking center. One eXample is IMS (see 
description above) Which alloWs interWorking and commu 
nication amongst IP-based netWorks, cellular technologies 
(such as GSM/GPRS) and Wired telephony technologies 
(such as PSTN) and thus enables a rich variety of data (such 
as voice, voice-over-IP, video, video-over-IP, instant mes 
sages, teXt, ?les, and applications to be passed from one to 
another). The mobile application server 230 may also be 
available to computing device 10 or 12 via a data netWork 
such as the Internet. 

[0021] In accordance With various embodiments of the 
invention, computing device 10 Would be utiliZed by a party 
to participate in data session 40. The data session 40 may 
present or make available to either party 1 or 2 a list of all 
of parties. Included in this list may be the name of each party 
and, optionally, a telephone number or other identi?er for an 
associated device for that party. The invention enables 
automatic call con?guration of an associated device for an 
originating party in order that the originating party can place 
a call to a destination party. In the eXample provided, party 
1 is designated originating party 1 While party 2 is desig 
nated as destination party 2. This designation can be modi 
?ed as desired, but for eXample purposes it is assumed that 
originating party 1 desires, using associated device 30, to 
place a call or be enabled to place a call to destination party 
2. 

[0022] In accordance With at least some embodiments of 
the invention, the originating party 1 is presented via com 
puting device 10 With a list or selection toggle Which 
includes an identi?er for destination party 2. The identi?er 
could any combination of a name, telephone number, nick 
name, etc. For example, in a Microsoft WindoWs Messenger 
application, the originating party is presented With a list of 
destination parties comprised of e-mail addresses. In that 
eXample, no telephone numbers are available. 

[0023] In some embodiments, the identi?er list for poten 
tial destination parties could be provided by the OpenScape 
or other similar session management application. The origi 
nating party 1 then selects the identi?er for destination party 
2 from the presented list or activates a dialog, menu, button 
or other selection mechanism on computing device 10 to 
indicate that call con?guration is desired for destination 
party 2. The computing device 10 communicates the iden 
ti?er for destination party to the mobile application server 
230. 

[0024] If the identi?er includes a phone number or unique 
device ID Which Would alloW a call to be placed to associ 
ated device 32, then the mobile application server 230 
packages and forWards this information to associated device 
30. The packaging of data may include formatting it in a 
manner suiting associated device 32 such as formatting it for 
SMS communication and the like. If there is no unique 
device ID or phone number With the identi?er sent by 
computing device 10, then mobile application server 230 
can look-up the phone number or unique device ID for 
associated device 32 using a pre-provided table, eXternal/ 
internal directory service or other query. After the look-up is 
complete, the unique device ID or phone number and/or 
destination identi?er sent by computing device 10 can be 
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packaged and sent to associated device 30 in such a Way that 
allows the associated device 30 to con?gure its PTT button. 
Contemporaneously to or as a part of sending the phone 
number/identi?er, the mobile application server 230 can also 
direct the associated device 30 to use the number in con 
?guring a push-to-talk (PTT) feature, if available on asso 
ciated device 30. In the conteXt of associated device 30 
being a cell phone, there is a common feature Where the last 
number dialed appears When the “Talk” or “Ok” or similar 
button is activated. Thus, the mobile application server 230 
may direct that the name/number sent to associated device 
30 be placed in the last number dialed position/status. The 
result of this process is to enable originating party 1 (using 
associated device 30) to place a call to destination party 2 
(Who uses associated device 32) Without having to enter the 
phone number. If the cell phone is equipped With a dedicated 
PTT button, then the result of this process is the con?gu 
ration of that PTT button such that the destination party can 
be reached by a single push of the PTT button. 

[0025] FIG. 2 is an application diagram according to some 
embodiments of the invention. The computing device 10 (of 
the originating party) runs a session management application 
210. The session management application 210 is a messag 
ing, conferencing and/or collaboration softWare (Which may 
include White-board, voice, video, teXt and other features) 
Which establishes and/or manages a data session. Session 
management application 210 may include softWare such as 
AOL Instant MessengerTM, MSN MessengerTM, Microsoft 
Windows MessengerTM, iRC, OpenScape®, LiveMeetingTM, 
NetMeetingTM and WebEXTM and the like. The session 
management application 210 con?gures and/or initiates a 
data session With a plurality of participants (parties). Each of 
the parties may have computing device and some of the 
parties may also have an associated device such as a cellular 
telephone. 
[0026] Mobile application server 230 utiliZes and may be 
equipped With a softWare application Look-Up/Con?gure 
240. Look-Up/Con?gure 240 can eXecute one or more of the 
folloWing functions: 

[0027] 1) Look-up or identify the associated device 
used by the intended destination party by using the 
identi?er of the destination party. The identity of the 
destination party’s associated device Will involve infor 
mation necessary to uniquely de?ne it so it can be 
contacted over a netWork. A phone number, address, 
e-mail address or other unique ID for that associated 
device Would serve this purpose; 

[0028] 2) Send the phone number/e-mail address/ID of 
the associated device of the destination party to the 
associated device of the originating party; 

[0029] 3) Con?gure on the associated device of the 
originating party the PTT capability, smart calling 
feature or last number dialed With the phone number 
being sent; and 

[0030] 4) Perform functions 1-2 above in a repetitive 
fashion if there is more than one possible, intended or 
actual destination party and send a list of names/ 
numbers identifying these parties to the associated 
device of the originating party. 

[0031] Function 1 is optional: the phone number (or other 
unique ID) of the associated device of the destination party 
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may already have been sent by the computing device of the 
originating party to the mobile application server 230 so that 
it does not have to be looked up. The association of devices 
is generally assumed to be available at the mobile applica 
tion server 230 or sent by the originating party thereto. The 
computing device of the originating p party can communi 
cate With mobile application server 230 over a netWork 215 
such as the Internet or an intranet. 

[0032] The mobile application server 230 can communi 
cate over some netWork Which can access a channel 235 

Which can transact messages and data With one or more 

associated devices and computing devices. Channel 235 
may include a cellular netWork, satellite netWork or access 
to the above netWorks though another netWork such as a 
packet-sWitched or circuit-sWitched netWork or a gateWay or 
a combination of these, as needed. Channel 235 is intended 
also to represent cellular base station, base station sub 
system, sWitches, relays, repeaters and the like Which are in 
the netWork path terminating at associated device 30 and 
like devices. Channel 235 may also include provisioning for 
data channels and messaging channels (such as GPRS/SMS) 
Which are provided in addition to the voice provisioning for 
mobile communication device 30. The con?guration of such 
netWorks is Well-knoWn in the art. Channel 235 is used to 
communicate name(s) and number(s) of destination parties 
from mobile application server 230 to associated device 30. 

[0033] The associated device 30 (utiliZed by the originat 
ing party) Will typically have softWare, ?rmWare or hard 
Ware-based routines Which perform call control functions 
(Call Control application 250). Call Control application 250 
includes activation of the “Talk” (i.e., con?guring the PTT 
button if such eXists) feature, call placement and call man 
agement. For instance, the last number dialed feature Would 
be a part of the Call Control (CC) application 250 enabling 
the associated device 30 to redial the last number dialed. If 
the cell phone is equipped With a dedicated PTT button then 
con?guring this key is the task of the CC application 250. In 
accordance With the invention, the mobile application server 
230 can con?gure or direct the CC application 250 to replace 
the current last number dialed entry With the name/number 
of the associated device of the destination party. CC appli 
cation 250 includes dialing, redialing, number display, call 
management and other such functions. CC application 250 
is Well-knoWn in the art and typical of many if not all mobile 
devices and Will not be discussed in detail. 

[0034] As discussed herein, the CC application 250 is 
provided With the name of the destination party and/or the 
unique device ID or phone number of the associated device 
of the destination party such that it is then con?gured in its 
PTT button or in the redial or last number dialed queue or 
call logs. The originating party can then place a call to 
associated device of the destination party by activating the 
“PTT” or similar button, or by selecting the appropriate 
destination party from a list of such parties. For eXample, 
referring to FIG. 1, mobile application server 230 Would use 
the ID of the destination party 2 to con?gure the associated 
device 30 of the originating party 1 With the phone number 
(or unique device ID) of the associated device 32. Associ 
ated device 32 is used by the destination party 2, as 
described above. 

[0035] FIG. 3 is a process How according to some 
embodiments of the invention. The ?rst step is for the 
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originating party on its computing device to select or 
enqueue identi?ers for the intended destination party or 
parties (block 310). For instance, in a conferencing session, 
this may involve selecting one of the participants from a list 
of all the participants. The computing device then activates 
an automatic call con?guration process for an associated 
device. It can also be activated mannulay. The associated 
device may be identi?ed by the communications application, 
such as OpenScape and/or on the mobile application server. 
The identi?er(s) in the list or records underlying the list may 
be one or more of: an actual name, an e-mail address, a 

group name, a nickname, phone number, device ID, partici 
pant number, physical/logical address and so on. In some 
embodiments, the selection may involve more than one or 
even all of the participants. When initiated, automatic call 
con?guration Would send the identi?er(s) to the mobile 
application server (block 320). This can be done by the 
originating party’s computing device connecting over a 
netWork or similar communication pathWay to Which the 
mobile application server can communicate With. For 
instance, a buddy list in an instant messaging conference can 
be forWarded to the mobile application server. 

[0036] The mobile application server then receives the 
identi?er(s) (block 330). The identi?ers include either the 
identity of the destination party or an identi?er (preferably 
unique) of the destination party’s associated device. If the 
identi?er(s) do not indicate the unique ID of the destination 
party’s associated device (eg merely a name or nickname), 
then the mobile application server Will identify the destina 
tion party’s associated device identi?er (eg a cell phone 
number) using a stored list or directory query and the like 
(block 340). The associated device can usually be identi?ed 
by a unique device ID or a phone number or netWork address 
or any other combination of these. The stored list, if any, 
may have been the result of an OpenScape server sending 
the mobile application server a list of all parties and any 
associated device for each party. For instance, if a list of 
parties in a videoconferencing session is selected as possible 
destination parties, then the entire list may be sent to the 
mobile application server. For each entry in the list, either 
only the identi?er of the party or an identi?er of the party 
along With an identi?er (unique ID/phone number/address) 
of the associated device of that party. If the unique ID/num 
ber of the associated device is not available for a given party, 
the mobile application server looks up What the associated 
device for that party is (block 340). Identi?cation of the 
associated device is equivalent logically to ?nding the phone 
number or device ID or address of the associated device. 

[0037] The identi?er(s) of the parties (or party) and the 
unique ID/number/address of the associated device for that 
party is sent to the associated device of the originating party 
(block 350). Contemporaneously or as part of the same 
process as block 350, the mobile application server Will 
con?gure the smart calling feature on the associated device 
With the sent identi?ers and unique ID/number/address 
(block 355). For instance, for a single destination party, the 
party’s name and phone number (for their associated device) 
is sent to the associated device of the originating party and 
stored as at the PPT button buffer or the last number dialed 
entry. This process can be directed from the mobile appli 
cation server. 

[0038] The associated device of the originating party 
receives and optionally displays the identi?er and/or unique 
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ID/number/address (block 360). This then enables the origi 
nating party to place a call to the destination party or parties 
by activating the smart calling feature (block 370). More 
precisely, the call is placed to the associated device of the 
destination party. The process blocks shoWn in FIG. 3 may 
be occurring many times during the data session and may 
affect many different participants. Any of the participants of 
the data session could become an originating party or a 
destination party at any time based on the dynamics of the 
session. 

[0039] FIG. 4(A) is a block diagram of single destination 
automatic call con?guration according to some embodi 
ments of the invention. An originating party initiates auto 
matic call con?guration during a messaging or data session 
by selecting the identi?er of the intended destination party 
(Who is a participant in the session) using a cursor or 
selection bar or other input device connected to the com 
puting device 10. For instance, this may involve scrolling a 
list of parties to the session and selecting/highlighting the 
intended destination party’s identi?er (such as nickname, 
e-mail address or actual name). Computing device 10 may 
also present an “initiate” button or menu item that can be 
activated by the originating party in conjunction With such 
a selection. In the case of single party to single party instant 
messaging, no party selection Would be required since there 
is only one possible destination party, and the process of 
con?guring the associated device of the originating party is, 
thus, done automatically. HoWever, it may still be necessary 
to activate a command/menu/button to initiate the process in 
case of a multiparty session. 

[0040] As shoWn, FIG. 4(A) assumes a single destination 
party is selected Which has an associated device 32. The 
selected identi?er is sent from computing device 10 to 
mobile application server 230. Mobile application server 
230 may look-up an identi?er 432 for associated device 32 
Which uniquely identi?es it. ID 432 may be a phone number 
of the destination party or internet/netWork address and the 
like. ID 432 is unique to the associated device 32 in that it 
enables or alloWs the associated device 32 to be reached on 
a netWork or netWorks exclusive of other devices. For 
instance, if associated device 32 is a cell phone, land-line 
phone or pager, then ID 432 Would be a phone number. The 
ID 432 is sent from the mobile application server to the 
associated device 30 (Which is used by the originating party) 
and can be displayed thereon. In the case of associated 
device 30 being a cell phone, the ID 432 can be displayed 
as the last number dialed entry or otherWise be placed into 
the call logs of the device 30. In some embodiments, the 
mobile application server con?gures associated device 30 
such that the ID 432 can be called or connected to using a 
PTT or other smart calling feature. This may be achieved by 
directing the associated device 30 to place or sending the ID 
432 directly to the PT buffer in the smart calling module of 
the associated device 30. 

[0041] Most cell phones have a “Talk” (or “Ok”) button 
Which initiates a call. Associated device 30 has a Talk button 
430 and is preferably a mobile communication device such 
as a cell phone. In accordance With typical cell phone 
operation, pushing the “Talk”430 button once Will display 
the ID 432 on a display screen of the associated device 30. 
Pushing the Talk 430 button again in rapid succession Will 
cause associated device 30 to place a call to the device 
identi?ed by ID 432 (ie associated device 32). This enables 
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the call to be automatically con?gured Without manually 
inputting the ID 432 into the associated device 432. Even in 
cases Where the ID 432 is already in a call log or local 
directory, the originating party Would still have to select this 
entry from the log or directory manually. By sending the ID 
432 automatically from the mobile application server and 
con?guring the smart feature, it can be blindly activated (by 
pushing the Talk 430 or other such button) Without any other 
action on the part of caller. 

[0042] This process becomes more efficient if the associ 
ated device 30 has an advanced PTT feature. In this case the 
PTT is con?gured if accordance With the data session as 
described above, and all the user has to do to initiate a call 
to the destination party is press the PTT button, knoWing that 
the PTT Was automatically con?gured for this purpose. 

[0043] FIG. 4(B) is a block diagram of multi-party des 
tination con?guration according to some embodiments of 
the invention. The operation of elements Which are like 
numbered in FIGS. 4(a) and 4(B) operate in a similar 
fashion as described above eXcept for the folloWing. The 
computing device 10 sends a list of identi?ers of different 
parties such as an entire buddy list or session participant list 
to mobile application server 230. For each party in the list, 
if necessary, the mobile application server 230 determines/ 
looks-up a corresponding associated device ID. The mobile 
application server 230 then sends the entire list of IDs to 
originating party’s associated device 30. For instance, a list 
of three possible destination parties Would yield a list of 
three associated device IDs such as ID 432, ID 433 and ID 
434. This list of IDs is sent to the associated device 30 to be 
displayed, placed into the call log or local directory, as 
desired. One of these IDs can then be selected by the 
originating party to place a call to the corresponding device. 

[0044] FIG. 5 is a representative block diagram of com 
puting device 10 or mobile application server 230 according 
to some embodiments. First, operation as computing device 
10 Will be described in detail, and then, operation as mobile 
application server 230 Will be described. Many operating 
details in the description of elements computing device 10, 
beloW, can also be applied When those elements combine to 
operate as mobile application server 230. 

[0045] Computing device 10 may comprise a single device 
or computer, a netWorked set or group of devices or com 

puters, such as a Workstation, laptop etc. Computing device 
10 is typical of a data session-capable machine. Computing 
device 10 of FIG. 5 includes microprocessor 530 in com 
munication With communication bus 540. Microprocessor 
530 is used to eXecute processor-executable process steps so 
as to control the components computing device 10 to pro 
vide functionality according to embodiments of the present 
invention. Microprocessor 530 may comprise a PentiumTM, 
or ItaniumTM microprocessor manufactured by Intel Corpo 
ration. Other suitable processors may be available from 
Motorola, Inc., AMD, or Sun Microsystems, Inc. Micropro 
cessor 530 also may comprise one or more microprocessors, 

controllers, memories, caches and the like. 

[0046] Input device 560 and display 570 are also in 
communication With communication bus 540. Any knoWn 
input device may be used as input device 560, including a 
keyboard, mouse, touch pad, voice-recognition system, or 
any combination of these devices. Input device 560 may be 
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used by a user to input information and commands and select 
a destination party (parties) to initiate associated device call 
con?guration. 

[0047] Display 570 may be an integral or separate CRT 
display, a ?at-panel display or the like. Display 550 is 
generally used to output graphics and teXt to an operator in 
response to commands issued by microprocessor 530. Dis 
play 570 may display presentation data and the like Which is 
used during the collaboration session. 

[0048] RAM (Random Access Memory) 580 is connected 
to communication bus 540 to provide microprocessor 530 
With fast data storage and retrieval. In this regard, processor 
eXecutable process steps being eXecuted by microprocessor 
530 are typically stored temporarily in RAM 580 and 
eXecuted therefrom by microprocessor 530. ROM (Read 
Only Memory) 590, in contrast, may provide storage from 
Which data can be retrieved but to Which data cannot be 
stored. Accordingly, ROM 590 may be used to store invari 
ant process steps and other data, such as basic input/output 
instructions and data used during system boot-up or to 
control input device 560. One or both of RAM 580 and 
ROM 590 may communicate directly With microprocessor 
530 instead of over communication bus 540, or on separate 
dedicated busses. 

[0049] Data storage device 595 stores, among other data, 
processor-executable process steps of session management 
application 210 and the like (see FIG. 2 and associated 
description). The process steps and program code of session 
management application 210 and the like may be read from 
a computer-readable medium, such as a ?oppy disk, a 
CD-ROM, a DVD-ROM, a ZipTM disk, a magnetic tape, or 
a signal encoding the process steps/program code, and then 
stored in data storage device 595 in a raW, compressed, 
un-compiled and/or encrypted format. In alternative 
embodiments, hard-Wired circuitry may be used in place of, 
or in combination With, processor-executable process steps 
for implementation of the processes described herein. Thus, 
embodiments are not limited to any speci?c combination of 
hardWare, ?rmWare and softWare. 

[0050] Also illustrated is a netWork interface 550 Which 
may be a Wired or Wireless Ethernet interface, a modem 
interface, and so on. In utiliZing the various embodiments of 
the invention, the netWork interface 550 may be connected 
to or to provide or access a high-speed connection to the 
Internet or an Intranet providing access to the Internet or 
similar netWorks. Using such a netWork or netWorks, com 
puting device 10 can communicate identi?ers of destination 
parties to mobile application server 230. 

[0051] Stored in data storage device 595 may also be other 
elements that may be necessary for operation of computing 
device 10, such as other applications, other data ?les, a 
netWork server, an operating system, a database manage 
ment system and “device drivers” for alloWing micropro 
cessor 530 to interface With eXternal devices. These ele 
ments are knoWn to those skilled in the art, and are therefore 
not described in detail herein. 

[0052] FIG. 5 may also represent a mobile application 
server 230. The mobile application server 230 Would use 
netWork interface 550 to communicate With computing 
devices and associated devices, cellular netWorks, satellite 
netWorks and the like. Mobile application server 230 Would 
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also run software such as Look-Up/Con?gure 240 (see FIG. 
2 and associated description) using program code loaded 
into RAM 580 and executed by microprocessor 530. Code 
and data for these applications as Well as presentation data 
and the like can be stored on data storage 595 and the like. 
The mobile application server 230 may also have a connec 
tion to a separate cellular, satellite or other Wireless net 
Working capability so that it communicate ID information to 
associated devices Which are mobile. 

[0053] The particular arrangements of process steps 
described above are not meant to imply a ?xed order; 
embodiments can be practiced in any order that is practi 
cable. The processes described herein may be embodied as 
program code developed using an object-oriented language 
that alloWs the modeling of complex systems With modular 
objects to create abstractions that are representative of real 
World, physical objects and their interrelationships. HoW 
ever, embodiments may be implemented in many different 
Ways using a Wide range of programming techniques as Well 
as hardWired in hardWare systems or dedicated controllers. 
In addition, in some embodiments, many, if not all, of the 
elements described above are optional or can be combined 
into single elements. 

[0054] Any embodiments described above are not 
intended to be limited to the speci?c form set forth herein, 
but are intended to cover such alternatives, modi?cations 
and equivalents as can reasonably be included Within the 
spirit and scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Asystem for sending to an associated device utiliZed by 

a originating party a unique ID identifying an associated 
device utiliZed by a destination party, said originating party 
and destination party in a data session, said system com 
prising: 

a computing device utiliZed by said originating party in 
said data session, said computing device sending an 
identi?er for said destination party; and 

a mobile application server capable of communicating 
With said computing device, said mobile application 
server utiliZing said identi?er for said destination party 
in order to send a unique ID to said associated device 
utiliZed by said originating party. 

2. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said associated 
device utiliZed by said originating party is a mobile com 
munication device. 

3. A system according to claim 2 Wherein said mobile 
communication device at least one of a cellular telephone, a 
satellite telephone and a FDA. 

4. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said phone 
number is sent by said mobile application server in order to 
con?gure a push-to-talk capability of said associated device. 

5. A system according to claim 4 further Wherein said 
push-to-talk capability is activated by said originating party 
in order to place a call to said associated device utiliZed by 
said destination party. 

6. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said phone 
number is displayed on said associated device utiliZed by 
said originating party. 

7. Asystem according to claim 1 Wherein said data session 
is at least one of a instant messaging session, an instant 
messaging conference, a conference call, and a data col 
laboration session. 
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8. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said unique ID 
is sent for each of a plurality other parties participating in 
said data session. 

9. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said mobile 
application server is the IP Multimedia Subsystem server. 

10. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said data 
session is an OpenScape con?gured session. 

11. A system according to claim 1 Wherein management 
of said data session is responsible for said associated 
devices. 

12. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said mobile 
application server includes a mechanism to look-up said 
unique ID based upon said identi?er. 

13. A system according to claim 8 Wherein a list of said 
unique IDs corresponding to at least some of said other 
parties participating in said data session is sent to said 
associated device utiliZed by said originating party. 

14. A system according to claim 5 Wherein said call is a 
voice call. 

15. A system according to claim 5 Wherein said call is a 
data call. 

16. A system according to claim 15 Wherein said data call 
is short message service call. 

17. A system according to claim 1 Wherein said mobile 
application server and said computing device communicate 
via a data netWork. 

18. A method during a data session for automatic call 
con?guration of an originating party’s associated device to 
a destination party’s associated device, said originating 
party and destination party participating in said data session, 
the method comprising: 

sending from said originating party an identi?er for said 
destination party; 

determining a unique ID for said destination party’s 
associated device based on said identi?er for said 
destination party; and 

sending said unique ID to said originating party’s asso 
ciated device such that a call or connection can be 
placed to said unique ID. 

19. A method according to claim 18 further comprising: 

said originating party selecting said destination party. 
20. A method according to claim 18 further comprising: 

receiving said identi?er for said destination party. 
21. A method according to claim 18 Wherein determining 

said unique ID and sending said unique ID are performed by 
a mobile application server. 

22. A method according to claim 19 Wherein said sending 
from said originating party is performed by a computing 
device. 

23. A method according to claim 18 Wherein determining 
includes looking up said unique ID using said identi?er for 
said destination party. 

24. A method according to claim 18 Wherein said unique 
ID is part of said identi?er for said destination party. 

25. A method according to claim 18 Wherein said unique 
ID is a key to said identi?er for said destination party. 

26. A method according to claim 21 further comprising: 

con?guring a calling feature on said originating party’s 
associated device With said unique ID. 
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27. A method according to claim 26 wherein said calling 
feature is one or more of a last number dialed feature, a 
push-to-talk capability, and a call log selection feature. 

28. A method according to claim 18 further comprising: 

said originating party’s associated device displaying said 
unique ID. 

29. A method according to claim 18 further comprising: 

sending said identi?er for said destination party to said 
originating party’s associated device in addition to said 
unique ID. 

30. A method according to claim 26 Wherein said calling 
feature is activated by said originating party in order to place 
said call to said destination party’s associated device. 

31. A method according to claim 21 Wherein said mobile 
application server is the IP Multimedia Subsystem server. 

32. A method according to claim 18 Wherein said data 
session includes at least one of a data collaboration session, 
an instant messaging session, a conferencing session and 
instant message conferencing session. 

33. A method according to claim 18 Wherein said data 
session is an OpenScape con?gured session. 

34. A method according to claim 18 Wherein said origi 
nating party’s associated device is a mobile communication 
device. 
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35. A method according to claim 34 Wherein said mobile 
communication device at least one of a cellular telephone, a 
satellite telephone and a PDA. 

36. A method according to claim 1 Wherein said mobile 
application server is coupled to at least one Wireless com 
munication netWork, said at least one Wireless communica 
tion netWork capable of communicating With said mobile 
communication device. 

37. A method according to claim 18 Wherein said call is 
a voice call. 

38. A method according to claim 18 Wherein said call is 
a data call. 

39. Amethod according to claim 38 Wherein said data call 
is short message service call. 

40. A method according to claim 18 Wherein sending, 
determining and sending a unique ID are repeated for each 
of a plurality of destination parties. 

41. A method according to claim 40 Wherein said origi 
nating party’s associated device receives a list containing 
each said unique ID. 

42. A method according to claim 40 Wherein each said 
unique ID in said list is accompanied by a corresponding 
said identi?er of said destination party. 

* * * * * 


