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STORAGE SYSTEM 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a storage system. 

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION 

[0002] Heavy-duty storage systems have a variety of uses. 
In certain situations, such as When used by the military, the 
systems can be subjected to large external forces (eg when 
used onboard a land or air vehicle) and “rough handling” by 
personnel and so the systems need to be very robust. 
HoWever, this requirement often means that the systems are 
heavy and can be unWieldy, even When several people are 
involved in moving them. Precisely positioning such heavy 
duty equipment is therefore dif?cult. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] According to a ?rst aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a storage system including: 

[0004] a container including a base, upstanding from 
Which are tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side 
Walls; 
[0005] a holder including a base, Wherein dimensions of 
the holder base are greater than dimensions of the container 
base such that, in use, the base of the container lies sub 
stantially ?at on the base of the holder; 

[0006] 
[0007] at least one ?xing device located on the holder, in 
use, each said container ?xing device co-operating With a 
corresponding said holder ?xing device to releasably ?x the 
container on the holder, and 

[0008] the container and/or the holder including at least 
one arrangement for guiding the container, When it is loW 
ered onto the holder, to a position that enables the container 
?xing device and the holder ?xing device to co-operate. 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 

[0009] Upstanding from the container base may at least 
one end Wall and/or at least one side Wall. In use, a gap may 
exist betWeen at least one of the container Walls and an 
adjacent said Wall of the holder, With at least some of the 
container ?xing devices and/or the holder ?xing devices 
being at least partially located Within the gap. 

[0010] The holder may include at least one said end Wall 
and at least one said side Wall upstanding from the holder 
base, and the guiding arrangement can include an element 
located in a corner formed betWeen the holder side Wall and 
the holder end Wall, the element having an exposed slanted 
surface such that, in use, When an edge of the container is 
pushed against the slanted surface, the container is guided 
generally toWards a middle portion of the holder end Wall. 
The slanted corner element may be located near the top of 
the corner formed betWeen the holder side and end Walls. In 
one embodiment, the holder includes at least one end Wall 
and tWo opposed side Walls, With one said corner element 
being located in a corner formed betWeen one said side Wall 
and the end Wall and another said corner element being 
located in a corner formed betWeen the other side Wall and 
the end Wall. 

[0011] The guiding arrangement may include at least one 
protrusion located on an external surface of a said container 
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Wall (eg a said end Wall) and at least one corresponding 
element located on an internal surface of the holder, the 
holder Wall elements being slanted doWnWards toWards a 
middle portion of the holder (end) Wall. In one embodiment, 
at least one said end Wall of the container includes a pair of 
spaced apart said container Wall protrusions and the holder 
(end) Wall includes a corresponding pair of said slanted 
elements. 

[0012] In one embodiment, each said container ?xing 
device is located on an outer surface of a said side or end 
Wall of the container and each said holder ?xing device is 
located on an inner surface of a corresponding said Wall of 
the holder. 

[0013] The container ?xing device may include a curved 
portion that forms a closed loop With a said container Wall 
and the holder ?xing device may include a generally-hook 
shaped device that, in use, engages the loop to ?x the 
container on the holder. Such a holder ?xing device may be 
spring-loaded to engage With the container ?xing device. 
Additionally or alternatively, the ?xing device may include 
at least one protrusion on a (side or end) Wall of the container 
(or holder) and a corresponding aperture on a Wall of the 
holder (or container). For example, the holder ?xing device 
may include at least one aperture on a said Wall of the holder, 
the aperture positioned to correspond to the position of a 
corresponding said protrusion on the container then the base 
of the container is supported by the base of the holder. 

[0014] The container Walls may have a height less than a 
height of the holder Walls. The container may further include 
at least one handle for assisting With moving the container. 
The handle may be hingeably connected to a said container 
Wall (usually at a point above the height of the holder Walls). 

[0015] The system may further include a rack including a 
plurality of uprights rigidly connected together and at least 
one pair of parallel opposed rails, the rails being dimen 
sioned to support the container. 

[0016] According to a further aspect of the present inven 
tion there is provided a rack storage system including: 

[0017] a rack including a plurality of uprights rigidly 
connected together and at least one pair of parallel opposed 
rails; 

[0018] at least one container including a base, upstanding 
from Which are tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side 
Walls; 

[0019] at least one holder including a base, Wherein 
dimensions of the holder base are greater than dimensions of 
the container base such that, in use, the base of the container 
lies substantially ?at on the base of the holder, the holder 
being dimensioned to be supported on the rails of the rack; 

[0020] 
[0021] at least one ?xing device located on the holder, in 
use, each said container ?xing device co-operating With a 
corresponding said holder ?xing device to releasably ?x the 
container on the holder, and 

[0022] the container and/or the holder including at least 
one arrangement for guiding the container, When it is loW 
ered onto the holder, to a position that enables the container 
?xing device and the holder ?xing device to co-operate. 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 
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[0023] The holder may include a set of Wheels for trav 
elling on the rails. The holder and/or the rack may include 
a formation to limit travel of the holder on the rails. 

[0024] The rack and/or the holder may include a device for 
releasably ?xing the holder in the rack. For example, the 
holder may include a bar and the rack can include a 
pivotable latch that releaseably engages the holder bar in 
use. 

[0025] The rack may be ?tted With at least one hoop for 
assisting With lifting the rack. 

[0026] According to a further aspect of the invention there 
is provided a storage system including: 

[0027] a container including a base, upstanding from 
Which are tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side 
Walls; 

[0028] a holder including a base for supporting the con 
tainer to lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder, Where 
upstanding from the holder base is at least one end Wall and 
at least one opposed side Wall; 

[0029] 
[0030] at least one ?xing device located on the holder for 
co-operating With a corresponding said holder ?xing device 
to releasably ?x the container on the holder, and 

[0031] an element located in a corner formed betWeen the 
holder side Wall and the holder end Wall, the element having 
an exposed slanted surface such that, in use, When an edge 
of the container is pushed against the slanted surface, the 
container is guided generally toWards a middle portion of the 
holder end Wall to enable the container ?xing device and the 
holder ?xing device to co-operate. 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 

[0032] According to yet another aspect of the present 
invention there is provided a storage system including: 

[0033] a container including a base, upstanding from 
Which are tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side 
Walls; 

[0034] a holder including a base for supporting the con 
tainer to lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder, Where 
upstanding from the holder base is at least one end Wall and 
at least one opposed side Wall; 

[0035] 
[0036] at least one ?xing device located on the holder for 
co-operating With a corresponding said holder ?xing device 
to releasably ?x the container on the holder, and 

[0037] at least one protrusion located on an external 
surface of a said container end Wall and at least one 
corresponding element located on an internal surface of the 
end Wall of the holder, the holder Wall element being slanted 
doWnWards toWards a middle portion of the holder end Wall 
such that, in use, When the container is loWered onto the 
holder, the protrusion guides the container generally toWards 
a middle portion of the holder end Wall to enable the 
container ?xing device and the holder ?xing device to 
co-operate. 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 

[0038] According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion there is provided a method of releaseably ?xing a 
container on a holder in a storage system including: 
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[0039] a container having a base, upstanding from Which 
are tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side Walls; 

[0040] a holder including a base for supporting the con 
tainer to lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder, 
upstanding from the holder base are tWo opposed end Walls 
and tWo opposed side Walls; 

[0041] at least one ?xing device located on the container, 
and 

[0042] at least one ?xing device located on the holder for 
co-operating With a corresponding said holder ?xing device 
to releasably ?x the container on the holder, the method 
including steps of: 

[0043] moving one end of the container toWards a rear end 
of the holder, and 

[0044] loWering the other end of the container onto the 
front end of the holder, such that the other end of the 
container contacts a guiding arrangement that guides the 
container to a position that enables the container ?xing 
device and the holder ?xing device to co-operate. 

[0045] When the one end of the container is moved 
toWards the rear end of the holder, an edge of the container 
may be pushed against a slanted surface located in a corner 
formed betWeen the holder side Wall and the holder end Wall 
so that the container is guided toWards a middle portion of 
the holder end Wall. 

[0046] Whilst the invention has been described above, it 
extends to any inventive combination of the features set out 
above or in the folloWing description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0047] The invention may be performed in various Ways, 
and, by Way of example only, embodiments thereof Will noW 
be described, reference being made to the accompanying 
draWings in Which: 

[0048] FIG. 1 is a plan vieW of an example of a container 
used With the storage system; 

[0049] FIG. 2 is a side vieW of the container of FIG. 1; 

[0050] FIG. 3 is a plan vieW of a holder for the container; 

[0051] FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the holder of FIG. 3; 

[0052] FIG. 5 illustrates schematically the container being 
placed onto the holder; 

[0053] FIG. 6 details schematically part of the container 
being placed onto the holder; 

[0054] FIG. 7 is a side vieW of the container ?xed on the 
holder, and 

[0055] FIG. 8 is a rear vieW of a rack that can be used With 

the holder (and container). 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0056] The container 100 of FIGS. 1 and 2 includes a 
rectangular base 102. As With other components of the 
storage system, the base 102 can be formed from one or 
more piece and of a variety of materials (eg metals, Wood 
or strong plastics) and can have various dimensions, depend 
ing on the particular application for Which the storage 
system is to be used. For example, the container base 102 
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can be formed of steel and have a Width of around 686 mm 
(27“) and a length of around 1066 mm. Standing substan 
tially perpendicularly upwards from the base 102 are tWo 
opposed side Walls 104A, 104B and tWo opposed end Walls 
106A, 106B. Each of the side and end Walls can have a 
height of around 1000-2000 rnrn. Thus, the container 100 
takes the form of a rectangular box With an open top. A lid 
(not shoWn), possibly a slidable lid, may be provided to at 
least partially close the top of the box in use. 

[0057] Each side Wall 104 includes, on its outer surface, a 
pair of spaced apart handles 108. Each of the tWo handles on 
the side Walls are located at or near opposing side ends of the 
Walls. Each end Wall 106 also includes, on its outer surface, 
a handle 108 at a generally central location across the Width 
of the end Wall. The handles 108 are cylindrical in cross 
section and have been bent to form a generally rectangular 
loop shape. Each handle is hingeably connected to the Wall 
by means of a plate (not detailed) that is ?xed to the Wall 
using rivets, the plate being formed to have a tubular channel 
in Which one of the longer sides of the handle is located. The 
opposite longer side of the handle 108 may be ?tted With a 
grip formed of rubber or the like. The top of the handles are 
?xed about one quarter of the Way down from the top edge 
of the container Walls 104, 106. It Will be understood that the 
locations and number of handles on the Walls of the con 
tainer 100 can be varied from the example shoWn, but the 
arrangement in the Figures alloWs the container to be 
conveniently handled by several persons. In an alternative 
version, the handles may be intended for use With mechani 
cal lifting equipment such as a fork-lift truck or a crane. 

[0058] The end Walls 106A, 106B of the container each 
include, on their outer surfaces, a pair of spaced apart 
protrusions 110. Each protrusion is generally disk-shaped 
and has a thickness of around 50 mm. Each protrusion is 
located about one quarter of the Way across from the nearest 
side edge of its end Wall and about 25-51 mm (1“-2“) from 
the bottom edge of its end Wall. Again, it Will be understood 
that the locations and number of protrusions on the Walls of 
the container 100 can be varied from the example shoWn. 

[0059] The side Walls 104A, 104B of the container each 
include, on their outer surfaces, a pair of spaced apart ?xing 
devices 112. In the example, each ?xing device on the 
container takes the form of a squared U-shaped bent portion 
of steel that, When viewed from above, forms a closed 
generally rectangular-shaped loop With the outer surface of 
the adjacent side Wall 104. The locations and number of 
?xing devices 112 shoWn are exemplary only and it could be 
the case, for example, that one ?xing device is located on 
each end Wall. 

[0060] In the example, each ?xing device 112 on the 
container 100 is intended to co-operate With a hook-like 
?xing device on the holder (cornponent 211 as described 
beloW) to releasably ?x the container on the holder, but it 
Will be understood that other types of ?xing devices or 
forrnations could be used. For example, the ?xing devices on 
the container could take the form of grooves, slots or the like 
into Which rnoveable arms or bolts on the holder ?t to ?x the 
holder and container together. Alternatively, the holder could 
be provided With loop-shaped ?xing devices and the con 
tainer With the hook-like ?xing devices. 

[0061] In the example of FIGS. 3 and 4, the holder 200 is 
intended to hold the container 100 and can effectively act as 
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a “sliding shelf” in a rack system (as described beloW). Thus, 
When the container 100 is ?xed on the holder 200 that is 
slidably mounted on the rack, the container can function as 
a removable draWer. The holder includes a rectangular base 
202 having a Width of around 699 mm (27.5“) and a length 
of around 1080 mm. Standing substantially perpendicularly 
upWards from the base 202 are tWo opposed side Walls 
204A, 204B and tWo opposed end Walls 206A, 206B. The 
side and end Walls of the holder are shorter than the side and 
end Walls of the container 100, Which means that the handles 
108, for example, on the container do not interfere With the 
holder. It Will be understood that in some cases the holder 
could cornprise only the base 202 (With the ?xing devices 
and other components described herein being located on the 
base instead of on the holder Walls), although having one or 
more (and preferably all four) upstanding Walls can provide 
additional security for the container in use. 

[0062] Each side Wall 204 of the holder includes, on its 
outer surface near one side edge of the Wall, a Wheel 208. In 
the example, the Wheels 208 are intended to alloW the holder 
to move on a pair of parallel opposed rails of a storage rack 
as described beloW. In this case, the end of the holder 200 
(including end Wall 206A) Where the Wheels 208 are located 
Will be considered to be the rear end of the holder (and the 
opposite end (including end Wall 206B) of the holder the 
“front end”). The outer surface of at least one side Wall 204 
of the holder 200 may include a stop 209 that can engage 
With a formation on the storage rack to limit travel of the 
holder. It Will be appreciated that the number and locations 
of the Wheels 208 shoWn in the Figures are exemplary only 
in some cases the Wheels and/or the stop 209 may not be 
present, depending upon hoW the holder is to be used. 

[0063] The end Wall 206A at the rear end of the container 
200 includes a pair of spaced-apart apertures 210. Each 
aperture 210 is located about one quarter of the Way across 
from the nearest side edge of the end Wall 206A and about 
25-51 mm (1“-2“) from the bottom edge of the end Wall to 
correspond With the locations of the protrusions 110 on the 
outer surface of the end Walls of the container 100. Each 
aperture also has a diameter corresponding to the diameter 
of the protrusions 110 so that the protrusion can ?t into the 
aperture When the container base is lying on the holder base, 
thereby helping secure the container on the holder. 

[0064] Each side Wall 204 includes, on its outer surface 
near the front end of the holder, a ?xing device 211. In the 
example, each ?xing device 211 includes a spring-bound 
latch bar (e.g. “ZincVersa Latch” manufactured by SouthCo 
of Pennsylvania, USA) having a hook-like formation at one 
end. The hook can be moved by an operator to engage With 
the corresponding ?xing device 112 on the container (and 
disengaged When the container is to be removed from the 

holder). 
[0065] The internal surface of front end Wall 206B is ?tted 
With a pair of spaced apart guiding forrnations 212A, 212B. 
The ?rst guiding forrnation 212A is located some distance 
(eg 200 mm) away from the corner betWeen the left-hand 
side Wall 204A in FIG. 3 and the end Wall 206B). The 
second guiding forrnation 212B is located a similar distance 
away from the corner betWeen the right-hand side Wall 204B 
and the end Wall 206B. Each guiding forrnation 212A, 212B 
includes an elongate ?at portion of steel Which is ?xed, eg 
by means of Welding, to the internal surface of the end Wall 
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206B. One end of the ?rst guiding formation 212A is ?xed 
to a point of the internal surface of the end Wall 206B near, 
or at, its top edge and then slants downwards at an angle so 
that the other end of the guiding formation 212A is located 
at a point on the internal surface that is nearer the middle of 
the end Wall (i.e. further Way from the side Wall 204A). One 
end of the second guiding formation 212B is ?xed to the 
internal surface of the end Wall 206B near, or at, its top edge 
and then slants doWnWards at an angle so that the other end 
of the guiding formation 212B is located at a point on the 
internal surface that is nearer the middle of the end Wall 
206B (i.e. further Way from the side Wall 204B than the top 
of the slanting formation 212B). Although having tWo 
guiding formations in the holder provides considerable 
assistance With ?tting the container in the holder, there may 
still be some bene?t in having only one such guiding 
arrangement. 

[0066] The internal corner betWeen the side Wall 204A and 
the rear end Wall 206A is ?tted With a ?rst further guiding 
formation 214A. Similarly, the internal corner betWeen the 
side Wall 204B and the rear end Wall 206A is ?tted With a 
second further guiding formation 214B. Each further guid 
ing formation 214 is a generally Wedge-shaped piece of steel 
having a length corresponding to the height of the holder 
side and end Walls and is ?xed, eg by means of Welding, 
into its corner of the holder 200. Each Wedge shape has a 
right-angled triangular cross-section. The ?rst further guid 
ing formation 214A has its shorter (base) side ?xed to the 
inside of the end Wall 206A and its longer (height) side ?xed 
to the inside of the side Wall 204A. Similarly, the second 
further guiding formation 214A has its shorter side ?xed to 
the inside of the end Wall 206A and its longer side ?xed to 
the inside of the side Wall 204B. Although having the further 
guiding formations located in both corners of the holder 
provides considerable assistance With ?tting the container in 
the holder, there may still be some bene?t in having only one 
such further guiding arrangement in one corner. 

[0067] At least one side Wall 204 may have located, on its 
outer surface (e.g. near the upper edge of the side Wall), a 
locking bar 216. This is intended to co-operate With a 
locking mechanism in the storage rack as discussed beloW to 
help secure the holder 200 (and the container 100, if ?xed) 
in the rack. 

[0068] FIG. 5 illustrates schematically an example of hoW 
the container 100 is placed on the holder 200. Typically, one 
end of the container Will be moved/pushed (or “throWn”) 
back and doWn toWards the rear end of the holder and the 
other end of the container Will be loWered (e.g. alloWed to 
drop) into the front end of the holder. The corner guiding 
arrangements 214 are intended to assist With correctly 
positioning the container at the rear end of the holder, Whilst 
the front end guiding arrangements 212 are intended to assist 
With correctly positioning the container at the front end of 
the holder. Having the container “correctly positioned” on 
the holder alloWs the ?xing devices on the holder and/or 
container to co-operate (eg the spring bound devices 211 
engaging With the loop-shapes 112; the protrusions 110 
entering the apertures 210), thus releasably securing the 
container on the holder. 

[0069] As one end of the container 100 comes into contact 
With the corner guiding arrangements 214, the slanted 
Wedge shape of the arrangements 214 causes the end of the 

Mar. 9, 2006 

container to be moved aWay from the side Walls 204 of the 
holder and toWards a more central location Within the holder. 
This alloWs the protrusions 110 on the end of the container 
to move inside the apertures 210 on the rear end Wall 206A 
of the holder. 

[0070] FIG. 6 details schematically (the front end Wall 
206B is not shoWn for ease of illustration) hoW one of the 
front guiding arrangements 212A assists With correctly 
positioning the container in the holder. As the (front) end of 
the container 100 moves doWn into the holder 200, a 
protrusion 110 comes into contact With the guiding arrange 
ment 212A. The slanted nature of the arrangement 212A 
means that the protrusion 110, and therefore the container 
100, is moved aWay from the side Wall 204A of the holder 
and toWards a more central position Within the holder. 
Normally, at the same time, contact With the other guiding 
arrangement 212B Will be causing the other protrusion on 
the container end Wall 206B to move aWay from the side 
Wall 204B and toWards the middle portion of the holder. In 
this Way, the base 102 of the container should come to rest 
substantially ?at on the base 202 of the holder. A gap Will 
usually be left betWeen at least the side Walls of the container 
and the inner surfaces of the corresponding Walls of the 
holder. The gap betWeen the side Walls of the container and 
the holder may be around 13 mm (0.5“). The gap betWeen 
the front end Wall of the holder and the adjacent end Wall of 
the container may be around 13-25 mm (0.5-1“). The gap 
betWeen the side Walls of the container and the holder 
accommodates the loop-shaped devices 112 and the spring 
bound devices 211, and alloWs the devices 211 to properly 
dis/engage With the loops, thereby helping secure the con 
tainer on the holder. 

[0071] It Will be appreciated that having the protrusions 
110 on both end Walls of the container 100 means that the 
container can be placed With either end adjacent the front 
holder Wall 206B Whilst still alloWing the guiding action 
provided by the guiding arrangements 212 to take place. 
Also, having the loop-shaped ?xing devices 112 at both ends 
of the container side Walls 104 means that engagement With 
the hook-like ?xing devices 211 can still take place, regard 
less of Which end of the container is adjacent the front end 
Wall 206B. FIG. 7 shoWs the ?xing devices 211 and 112 
engaged With the container secured on the holder. 

[0072] Turning to FIG. 8, an example of a rack 300 that 
can be used to store a plurality of holders 200 (and contain 
ers 100, if ?xed) is shoWn. It Will be appreciated that the rack 
can be manufactured from a variety of materials (eg metal, 
Wood or strong plastics) and Will normally be dimensioned 
to correspond With the dimensions of the holders and 
containers that Will be used in conjunction With it. In the 
example, the rack includes a rectangular base 302 that is 
mounted on four feet 304, each foot being located at one 
corner of the rectangular base. The base 302 may be ?tted 
With one or more devices (not shoWn) for ?xing the rack to 
a ?oor (Which may be on a vehicle or in a building), eg a 
threaded arrangement such as the ones commonly knoWn as 
“ISO cargo hold-doWn devices”. 

[0073] The base supports the frameWork Which comprises 
at least a plurality of rigidly-connected uprights and rails for 
supporting the holders. At each corner of the upper surface 
corner of the base 302 is an upright 306. Near the top of the 
four uprights there may be a rectangular plate 308 to help 
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hold the rack framework structure together. Various struts 
may also be used to help secure the structure, for example 
a strut may extend from an upright at the rear end of the rack 
across to an upright at its front end. Additionally or alter 
natively, a diagonal cross bar 310A at the rear of the rack 
may extend from near the top of one upright to near the 
bottom of another other upright at the opposite end of the 
rear of the rack (or to the base 302). Another diagonal cross 
bar 310B may also extend in the opposite direction betWeen 
the tWo rear uprights to help hold the structure together. No 
such cross bars are present at the front end of the rack, Which 
may be left substantially open to alloW holders/containers to 
be placed inside. 

[0074] The uprights include at least one pair of opposed, 
parallel rails 314 that can be used to support the holders. The 
rails 314 may be shaped to co-operate With the Wheels 208 
of the holder and can have formations that alloW the stops 
209 to limit the travel of the holder on the rails (or may have 
formations that can limit travel Without the need for a stop 
on the holder itself). The pairs of rails in the rack can be set 
apart by different vertical distances to alloW containers of 
different siZes to be used. Further, the presence of the 
rail/holder immediately above a particular container can 
help keep that container in position. The rack may be ?tted 
With devices for securing the holders Within the rack. Such 
a device may include a pivotable latch (not detailed in the 
Figure; similar to the arrangement described in the present 
applicant’s published speci?cation US-2004-0112260-A1) 
can be used to secure the holder Within the rack by engaging 
With the latch bar(s) 216 on the holder. Further security may 
be provided by having the front uprights of the rack ?tted 
With gates, similar to those also shoWn in US-2004 
0112260-A1. 

[0075] The top of at least some of the uprights 306 may be 
?tted With hoops 312. The hoops can be ?tted With cables or 
the like that can be used to alloW the rack (and its contents) 
to be lifted, eg by means of a helicopter. 

We claim: 
1. A storage system including: 

a container including a base, upstanding from Which are 
tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side Walls; 

a holder including a base for supporting the container to 
lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder; 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 

at least one ?xing device located on the holder for 
co-operating With a corresponding said holder ?xing 
device to releasably ?x the container on the holder, and 

the container and/or the holder including at least one 
arrangement for guiding the container, When it is loW 
ered onto the holder, to a position that enables the 
container ?xing device and the holder ?xing device to 
co-operate. 

2. A storage system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
holder further includes at least one end Wall upstanding from 
the holder base and/or at least one side Wall upstanding from 
the holder base. 

3. Astorage system according to claim 2, Wherein dimen 
sions of the holder base are greater then dimensions of the 
container base such that, in use, a gap exists betWeen at least 
one of the container Walls and an adjacent said Wall of the 
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holder, With at least some of the container ?xing devices 
and/or the holder ?xing devices being at least partially 
located Within the gap. 

4. A storage system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
holder further includes at least one end Wall upstanding from 
the holder base and at least one side Wall upstanding from 
the holder base, and the guiding arrangement includes an 
element located in a corner formed betWeen the holder side 
Wall and the holder end Wall, the element having an exposed 
slanted surface such that, in use, When an edge of the 
container is pushed against the slanted surface, the container 
is guided generally toWards a middle portion of the holder 
end Wall. 

5. A storage system according to claim 4, Wherein the 
slanted corner element is located near top edges of the corner 
betWeen the holder side Wall and the holder end Wall. 

6. A storage system according to claim 2, Wherein the 
guiding arrangement includes at least one protrusion located 
on an external surface of a said container end Wall and at 
least one corresponding element located on an internal 
surface of the end Wall of the holder, the holder Wall element 
being slanted doWnWards toWards a middle portion of the 
holder end Wall. 

7. A storage system according to claim 2, Wherein each 
said container ?xing device is located on an outer surface of 
a said side Wall of the container and each said holder ?xing 
device is located on an inner surface of a corresponding said 
side Wall of the holder. 

8. A storage system according to claim 6, Wherein the 
container ?xing device includes a curved portion that forms 
a closed loop With a said container side Wall and the holder 
?xing device includes a generally-hook shaped device that, 
in use, engages the loop to ?x the container on the holder. 

9. A storage system according to claim 8, Wherein the 
holder ?xing device is spring-loaded to engage With the 
container ?xing device in use. 

10. A storage system according to claim 6, Wherein the 
holder ?xing device includes at least one aperture on a said 
Wall of the holder, the aperture positioned to correspond to 
the position of a corresponding said protrusion on the 
container then the base of the container is supported by the 
base of the holder. 

11. A storage system according to claim 1, Wherein the 
container further include at least one handle for assisting 
With moving the container. 

12. A rack storage system including: 

a rack including a plurality of uprights rigidly connected 
together and at least one pair of parallel opposed rails; 

a container including a base, upstanding from Which are 
tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side Walls, the 
holder being dimensioned to be supported on the rails 
of the rack; 

a holder including a base for supporting the container to 
lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder; 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 

at least one ?xing device located on the holder, in use, 
each said container ?xing device co-operating With a 
corresponding said holder ?xing device to releasably 
?x the container on the holder, and 

the container and/or the holder including at least one 
arrangement for guiding the container, When it is loW 
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ered onto the holder, to a position that enables the 
container ?xing device and the holder ?xing device to 
co-operate. 

13. A rack storage system according to claim 12, Wherein 
the holder includes a set of Wheels to facilitate travel on the 
rails. 

14. A rack storage system according to claim 12, Wherein 
the holder and/or the rack includes a formation to limit travel 
of the holder on the rails. 

15. A rack storage system according to claim 12, Wherein 
the rack and/or the holder includes a device for releasably 
?xing the holder in the rack. 

16. A rack storage system according to claim 12, Wherein 
the rack is ?tted With at least one hoop that assist With lifting 
the rack. 

17. A storage system including: 

a container including a base, upstanding from Which are 
tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side Walls; 

a holder including a base for supporting the container to 
lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder, Wherein 
upstanding from the holder base is at least one end Wall 
and at least one side Wall; 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 

at least one ?xing device located on the holder for 
co-operating With a corresponding said holder ?xing 
device to releasably ?x the container on the holder, and 

an element located in a corner formed betWeen the holder 
side Wall and the holder end Wall, the element having 
an exposed slanted surface such that, in use, When an 
edge of the container is pushed against the slanted 
surface, the container is guided generally toWards a 
middle portion of the holder end Wall to enable the 
container ?xing device and the holder ?xing device to 
co-operate. 

18. A storage system including: 

a container including a base, upstanding from Which are 
tWo opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side Walls; 

a holder including a base for supporting the container to 
lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder, Wherein 
upstanding from the holder base is at least one end Wall; 

at least one ?xing device located on the container; 
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at least one ?xing device located on the holder for 
co-operating With a corresponding said holder ?xing 
device to releasably ?x the container on the holder, and 

at least one protrusion located on an external surface of a 
said container end Wall and at least one corresponding 
element located on an internal surface of the end Wall 
of the holder, the holder Wall element being slanted 
doWnWards toWards a middle portion of the holder end 
Wall such that, in use, When the container is loWered 
onto the holder, the protrusion guides the container 
generally toWards a middle portion of the holder end 
Wall to enable the container ?xing device and the 
holder ?xing device to co-operate. 

19. Amethod of releaseably ?xing a container on a holder 
in a storage system including: 

a container having a base, upstanding from Which are tWo 
opposed end Walls and tWo opposed side Walls; 

a holder including a base for supporting the container to 
lie substantially ?at on the base of the holder, Wherein 
upstanding from the holder base are tWo opposed end 
Walls and tWo opposed side Walls; 

at least one ?xing device located on the container, and at 
least one ?xing device located on the holder for co 
operating With a corresponding said holder ?xing 
device to releasably ?x the container on the holder, the 
method including steps of: 

moving one end of the container toWards a rear end of the 
holder, and 

loWering the other end of the container onto the front end 
of the holder, such that the other end of the container 
contacts a guiding arrangement that guides the con 
tainer to a position that enables the container ?xing 
device and the holder ?xing device to co-operate. 

20. A method according to claim 19, Wherein When the 
one end of the container is moved toWards the rear end of the 
holder, an edge of the container is pushed against a slanted 
surface located in a corner formed betWeen the holder side 
Wall and the holder end Wall so that the container is guided 
toWards a middle portion of the holder end Wall. 


