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(57) ABSTRACT 

Adispensing apparatus for header-style bags having a hous 
ing comprising a rear portion and a front cover connected to 
the rear portion, and a bag mount attached to the rear portion 
proximate the top edge thereof, the bag mount structured and 
arranged to engage the aperture in the packet of bags so as 
to hang the packet from the bag mount. The front cover is 
pivotally attached to the rear portion so as to be movable 
betWeen a loWered, open position providing access to an 
interior of the housing so that a loWer portion of a packet of 
bags hanging from the bag mount can be received in the 
interior of the housing, and a raised, closed position in Which 
the housing substantially encloses the loWer portion of the 
packet of bags While the mouth portion of the packet of bags 
projects above the housing to alloW a bag to be grasped at 
an upper end thereof and removed from the packet. 
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DISPENSING APPARATUS FOR PLASTIC BAGS 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of 
copending US. patent application Ser. No. 10/760,925, ?led 
on Jan. 20, 2004, Which is hereby incorporated herein in its 
entirety by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The invention relates to a dispensing apparatus for 
dispensing plastic bags, such as the type commonly pro 
vided in the produce section of a grocery store for custom 
ers’ use, from a stack of serially arranged bags that are 
?attened and folded and stacked together. 

[0003] Plastic bags have been replacing paper bags in the 
United States since the 1970s (and elseWhere more recently) 
in the grocery and retail products industries as a result of the 
superior and inherent moisture-resistant properties and 
strength of plastic. In these industries, these plastic bags 
have usually included integrally connected front and rear 
Wall portions and, sometimes, gusseted side Wall portions, 
all secured together at the bottoms thereof by a seal to de?ne 
a closed bottom on the bag. The bag Walls are open at the top 
to de?ne a mouth portion on the bag. Some of these bags are 
of the “T-shirt” type Which provides spaced integral handles 
laterally extending upWardly from opposed sides of the open 
mouth of the bag at the top to provide ease in carrying of the 
bag by the consumer. HoWever, these plastic bags have also 
included handleless, generally ?at-top rectangular-shaped 
bags, similar to the prior paper bags, Without upWardly 
extending handles. These plastic bags have been provided to 
and used by the grocery and retail product industries in the 
form of packs of a plurality of superimposed bags connected 
together and adapted to be serially opened and removed 
from the rack, or in the form of a roll of plastic bags 
connected end-to-end and mounted on a rack to be serially 
removed and opened up, for packaging of the grocery or 
retail products. The produce bag market in the United States 
grocery industry has been dominated over the years by 
plastic bags on a roll. These bags are typically manufactured 
of LDPE or HMW-HDPE in gauges from 0.50 to 0.35 mil. 
The biggest complaint With this style bag by shoppers is the 
dif?culty in getting the bag opened. 

[0004] More recently, grocery produce bags of the “star 
seal” con?guration have been introduced. The star seal 
design is Well knoWn in the industry as a bag having multiple 
layers and longitudinally folded over on itself and sealed at 
the bottom so that When it is opened up, the bottom of the 
bag vieWed from the inside resembles a star. This bag got its 
start in the HMW-HDPE can liner market because of the 
excellent bottom seal strength it offers With thin-gauge ?lms. 

[0005] Star seal bags have been provided both in roll form 
as described for instance in US. Pat. No. 6,230,953, and in 
pack form as described in US. Pat. No. 5,941,393 and US. 
Pat. No. 6,446,811, the disclosures of Which are incorpo 
rated herein by reference. 

[0006] Grocery produce bags of this star seal type have 
been accepted in part because of their strength, but also 
because they are someWhat easier to open than the tradi 
tional roll produce bags. Openability of this star seal type 
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bag is improved as a result of the increased number of layers 
of ?lm at the bag mouth. HoWever, particularly With respect 
to the roll form star seal bags, shoppers still often mistake 
the bottom of the bag for the top of the bag, leading to 
frustration in opening of the bag. 

[0007] Additionally, star seal bags and other con?gura 
tions of bags provided in packets, Which can include bags 
generally referred to as header-style bags as Well as T-shirt 
type bags, up to noW have been dispensed from a rack 
having one or more hooks from Which one or more stacks of 

bags hang doWn, as depicted in the above-referenced pat 
ents. The amount of vertical space occupied by the hanging 
bags thus is at least as great as the length of the bags, Which 
typically is about 20 inches. It Would be desirable to provide 
a dispensing apparatus that takes up less space and has better 
aesthetics than such prior dispensing racks. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The invention addresses the above needs and 
achieves other advantages by providing a dispensing appa 
ratus for a packet of bags having a housing con?gured to 
house the loWer part of a bag packet (i.e., the part distal from 
the mouth portion of the bags) to substantially prevent 
access to the loWer ends of the bags While alloWing a mouth 
portion of the packet to be accessed through an opening in 
the housing. A bag mount of the apparatus engages the 
packet near the mouth portion to secure the packet. Con 
sumers thus can access the upper ends of the bags for 
removing bags one at a time. The housing in preferred 
embodiments accommodates bag packets substantially 
longer than the housing; the loWer part of the packet is 
folded into the housing so that the dispenser is relatively 
compact in siZe. 

[0009] In one embodiment of the invention, the housing 
comprises a rear portion and a front cover connected to the 
rear portion. The bag mount is attached to the rear portion 
proximate the opening in the housing. The front cover is 
pivotally attached to the rear portion so as to be movable 
betWeen an open position providing access to an interior of 
the housing so that a loWer portion of a packet of bags 
attached to the bag mount can be received in the interior of 
the housing, and a closed position in Which the housing 
substantially encloses said loWer portion of the packet of 
bags While the mouth portion of the packet of bags projects 
out from the housing to alloW a bag to be grasped at an upper 
end thereof and removed from the packet. 

[0010] The pivot axis for the front cover is preferably 
spaced from the bag mount by a distance that is substantially 
less than the length of the packet of bags. Accordingly, When 
the front cover is moved to its closed position, the loWer 
portion of the packet of bags is folded into the interior of the 
housing. Thus, the dispensing apparatus occupies substan 
tially less space than a conventional dispensing rack Wherein 
the packet simply hangs from a hook. 

[0011] A further advantage of the dispensing apparatus is 
that the loWer ends of the bags are contained in the housing 
and thus are not readily accessible to shoppers. The upper 
ends of the bags at the mouth portion of the packet, on the 
other hand, are presented for ready grasping. The dispensing 
apparatus thereby encourages proper bag removal (i.e., 
grasping and pulling the open upper end of a bag to detach 
it from the packet) and discourages improper bag removal 
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(i.e., grasping and pulling the closed lower end of a bag to 
detach it from the packet). As a further consequence, shop 
pers are less likely to attempt to open the loWer end of the 
bag. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S) 

[0012] Having thus described the invention in general 
terms, reference Will noW be made to the accompanying 
draWings, Which are not necessarily draWn to scale, and 
Wherein: 

[0013] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a dispenser in 
accordance With one embodiment of the invention, shoWn in 
an open condition With a packet of bags loaded in the 
dispenser; 

[0014] FIG. 2 is a vieW similar to FIG. 1, shoWing the 
loaded dispenser in a closed condition; 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of a dispenser in 
accordance With a second embodiment of the invention, 
shoWn closed and empty; 

[0016] 
3; 

[0017] FIG. 5 is a side elevation of the dispenser of FIG. 
3; 

[0019] FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of a dispenser in 
accordance With a third embodiment of the invention, shoWn 
in a closed condition With a packet of bags loaded in the 
dispenser; 

[0020] FIG. 8 depicts a packet of T-shirt style bags as used 
With the dispenser of FIG. 7 according to one embodiment 
of the invention; 

[0021] FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of the dispenser of 
FIG. 7, shoWn With the dispenser open and Without the 
packet of bags; 

[0022] FIG. 10 is a side elevation of the dispenser of FIG. 
7; 

[0023] FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW of a dispenser in 
accordance With a fourth embodiment of the invention, 
shoWn in an open condition With a packet of bags loaded in 
the dispenser; 

[0024] FIG. 12 is a vieW similar to FIG. 11, shoWing the 
loaded dispenser in a closed condition; 

FIG. 4 is a front elevation of the dispenser of FIG. 

FIG. 6 is a top elevation of the dispenser of FIG. 

[0025] FIG. 13 is a perspective vieW of the dispenser of 
FIG. 11, shoWn closed and empty; 

[0026] FIG. 14 is a perspective vieW of the dispenser of 
FIG. 11, shoWn closed and loaded With a packet of bags; 

[0027] FIG. 15 is a side elevation vieW of the dispenser of 
FIG. 11; 

[0028] FIG. 16 is a front elevation vieW of the dispenser 
of FIG. 11; and 

[0029] FIG. 17 is a top vieW of the dispenser of FIG. 11. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0030] The present inventions noW Will be described more 
fully hereinafter With reference to the accompanying draW 
ings, in Which some but not all embodiments of the inven 
tion are shoWn. Indeed, these inventions may be embodied 
in many different forms and should not be construed as 
limited to the embodiments set forth herein; rather, these 
embodiments are provided so that this disclosure Will satisfy 
applicable legal requirements. Like numbers refer to like 
elements throughout. 

[0031] A dispensing apparatus 10 in accordance With a 
?rst embodiment of the invention is depicted in FIGS. 1 and 
2, and a dispensing apparatus in accordance With a second 
embodiment is shoWn in FIGS. 3-6. The tWo embodiments 
differ in only minor respects, as noted beloW. The dispensing 
apparatus includes a housing 12 formed by a rear portion 14 
and a front cover 16. The rear portion and front cover are 
pivotally connected to each other by a hinge arrangement 18 
located proximate a bottom edge of the rear portion. The 
hinge arrangement is attached to the front cover 16 at a 
location proximate a loWer end (When the front cover is 
closed as shoWn in FIG. 2) of the front cover. By virtue of 
the hinge arrangement, the front cover can be pivoted 
betWeen a closed position (FIG. 2) and an open position 
(FIG. 1). 
[0032] The front cover and rear portion are suitably 
shaped so that the housing 12 de?nes an interior space for 
accommodating a loWer portion of a packet P of bags. The 
packet P can be any type of bags, including but not limited 
to header style bags such as described in US. Pat. No. 
5,941,393 and US. Pat. No. 6,446,811, the disclosures of 
Which are incorporated herein by reference, or T-shirt style 
bags. The packet P has an aperture A extending through the 
packet proximate a mouth portion of the packet. The mouth 
portion is the portion of the packet at Which the open ends 
or mouth ends of the bags are located. The dispensing 
apparatus includes a bag mount or hook 20 for engaging the 
aperture in the bag packet so that the packet can hang from 
the hook With the loWer portion of the packet contained in 
the interior space of the housing 12. The illustrated packet P 
has a protruding mounting “tab” at its mouth portion, 
through Which the aperture A extends, but alternatively the 
mouth portion of the packet can have other shapes such as 
squared off, rounded, etc. A bag packet typically has sever 
able support means at the mouth portion, by Which bags can 
be detached from the packet by severing the severable 
support means. The severable support means can have 
various forms. In some cases, an aperture extends through 
the packet at the mouth portion and a notch, perforation, or 
the like (e.g., see FIG. 1 of the ’811 patent) is provided in 
each bag near the aperture so that the ?lm material of the bag 
can readily be torn through by pulling the bag aWay from a 
hook or the like engaged in the aperture. In other cases, a 
detachable tab (not shoWn) can be provided at the mouth 
portion of the packet, the tab having an aperture there 
through for engagement by a hook or the like; a perforation, 
notch, or the like, is provided in a ?lm portion connecting 
the tab to the rest of the packet, such that the ?lm portion can 
readily be torn through by pulling the bag aWay from the 
hook, thereby detaching a bag from its tab, Which remains on 
the hook (e.g., see FIGS. 9-11 of the ’811 patent). 
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[0033] The packet P of bags can be constructed so that the 
bags are self-opening, i.e., each bag tends to open as the bag 
is removed from the packet P. For example, successive bags 
in the packet can be joined together by frangible bonds of 
predetermined strength that facilitate the opening of the bags 
during removal from the packet. In particular, the bags can 
be folded so that each respective bag comprises multiple 
layers in the packet. Less than all of the layers can be bonded 
to the successive bag, or the layers closest to the successive 
bag can be bonded thereto by a bond that is stronger than the 
bond betWeen the other layers of the respective bag and the 
successive bag. Thus, as a person pulls each bag from the 
packet, the bond(s) betWeen the bag and the packet can 
cause the bag to begin to open. Further, before the bag is 
removed from the packet, the bag can cause the successive 
bag in the packet to begin to open. Such self-opening bag 
packets and the formation of bonds in packets to provide the 
self-opening feature are further described in US. Pat. No. 
5,335,788, the disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by 
reference, as Well as in US. Pat. No. 6,446,811, noted above. 
Bonds B, Which extend betWeen only select layers of each 
bag, e.g., to connect the outer layers of adjacent bags in the 
packet, can be formed by corona treatments. For example, 
adjacent layers of successive bags in the packet can be 
exposed to a corona treatment and then pressed together to 
form a corona-induced pressure bond. Pressure bonded areas 
or cold Welds C can be formed to extend through the packet 
and join the bags, e.g., to maintain the bags in the con?gu 
ration of the packet during handling and loading onto the 
apparatus 10. Such bonds are also described in US. Pat. 
Nos. 5,335,788 and 6,446,811. It is appreciated that the 
bonds B, C can be formed in various con?gurations and 
arrangements in the packet. 

[0034] The mouth portion of the packet of bags is acces 
sible through an opening 22 de?ned in the housing 12 
betWeen a rear upper edge of the front cover 16 and the rear 
portion 14. The mouth portion of the bag packet, at Which 
the open upper ends of the bags are located, is thus presented 
for ready access, While the loWer ends of the bags are 
contained Within the housing and hence are not readily 
accessible as long as the front cover is closed as shoWn in 
FIG. 2. While the opening 22 in the illustrated embodiment 
is on an upper side of the housing, alternatively the opening 
can be on another side of the housing, such as the front side. 

[0035] The front cover 16 in the illustrated embodiment 
has a someWhat cylindrical con?guration, formed by a front 
panel 24 of curved, generally U-shaped form, and a pair of 
spaced, parallel side panels 26 joined to the opposite side 
edges of the front panel 24. The front cover thus is open on 
one side that faces the rear portion 14 When the front cover 
is closed. The rear portion substantially closes the open side 
of the front cover When the front cover is closed, but the 
open side is exposed When the front cover is opened, so that 
the loWer portion of a bag packet can be received into the 
front cover as in FIG. 1. 

[0036] The dispensing apparatus 10 further comprises a 
latching arrangement 28 for latching the front cover in the 
closed position. With particular reference to FIGS. 3-6, the 
latching arrangement includes a latch member 30 in the form 
of a Wire or rod, connected to a pivot member 32 also in the 
form of a Wire or rod, such that the latch member 30 is 
substantially parallel to the pivot member 32 and is spaced 
from the pivot member in a forWard direction (i.e., toWard 
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the front cover 16). The pivot member 32 is journaled for 
rotation about its axis in apertures formed through a pair of 
laterally spaced, parallel Walls 34 that are joined to opposite 
side edges of the rear portion 14, the journaling apertures in 
the Walls 34 being located proximate an upper end of the 
front cover 16 When the front cover is closed. When the 
pivot member 32 is rotated one direction or the other through 
an angle about its axis, the latch member 30 is caused to 
move up or doWn along an arc. Atorsion spring 36 is affixed 
to the pivot member 32 and engages the latch member 30 to 
bias the latch member in a doWnWard direction. The oppo 
site ends of the latch member 30 extend outWardly through 
vertically elongated apertures 38 in the Walls 34, and the 
torsion spring 36 biases the latch member doWnWardly 
against the loWer edges of the apertures 38. 

[0037] In this loWered position of the latch member 30, 
and When the front cover 16 is closed, the latch member is 
located in latching slots 40 de?ned in upper edges of the side 
panels 26 of the front cover. The engagement of the latch 
member 30 in the latching slots 40 prevents the front cover 
from being opened. To open the front cover, the opposite 
ends of the latch member 30 are pushed upWardly against the 
force of the torsion spring 36 to disengage the latch member 
from the latching slots 40, and the front cover is pulled 
forWardly. When the latch member is released, it returns to 
its loWered position by action of the torsion spring. The 
upper edges of the side panels 26 of the front cover can be 
provided With ramped cam surfaces 41 (FIG. 5) for engag 
ing the latch member and pushing it upwardly as the front 
cover is moved toWard its closed position; once the latch 
member encounters the latching slots 40 it Will snap into the 
slots by action of the torsion spring. Thus, closing the front 
cover and latching it closed does not require manipulation of 
the latch member by hand. Advantageously, hoWever, the 
front cover cannot be opened unless the latch member is 
lifted. 

[0038] The hinge arrangement 18, previously referred to, 
includes a hinge Wire or pin 42 rotatably journaled in 
apertures formed through the Walls 34 at locations proximate 
the loWer edge of the rear portion 14. The pin 42 extends 
through apertures formed through lugs or bushings 44 
af?xed to the rear loWer end of the front cover 16. If it is 
desired to prevent the front cover from being able to freely 
fall doWnWard upon disengagement of the latching arrange 
ment 28, the hinge arrangement 18 can be designed as a 
friction or detent type of mechanism such that the front 
cover can be moved only by application of force to the front 
cover. For instance, the pin 42 can be mounted to the front 
cover 16 in such a Way as to prevent relative rotation 
betWeen the pin and front cover, and the pin can frictionally 
engage the side Walls 34 so that rotation of the pin requires 
a torque greater than that exerted by the Weight of the front 
cover alone; alternatively, the pin can be mounted in the side 
Walls to prevent rotation therebetWeen, and the above 
described frictional engagement can be betWeen the pin and 
the front cover. 

[0039] The front panel 24 of the front cover can include a 
vertically extending slot 46 extending doWnWardly from a 
rear upper edge of the front panel. The slot 46 can be helpful 
in removing a bag from the dispenser in that the slot alloWs 
the upper end of the bag, grasped just beloW the hook 20, to 
be pulled doWnWardly aWay from the hook. Such doWnWard 
force on the bag is generally helpful either for detaching the 
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bag from a tab or header portion that remains engaged on the 
hook (see, for example, US. Pat. No. 5,941,393, particularly 
FIGS. 5-7 and associated description), or for causing the 
hook to tear through the aperture in the bag (see, for 
example, FIGS. 9-15 and associated description in the ’393 
patent), depending on the particular style of bag being used. 

[0040] In use, the dispensing apparatus 10 can be mounted 
on a support stand 50 or other support device, as shoWn in 
the ?rst embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2. The apparatus can 
also include a cup 52 or the like for holding a quantity of 
tWist ties or other bag closure devices. To prepare the 
dispensing apparatus for operation, the front cover 16 is 
opened and a packet P of bags is hung from the hook 20 
(FIG. 1). The packet can extend doWn beloW the location of 
the hinge arrangement 18; for instance, the hinge can be 
located about midWay along the vertical extent of the packet. 
The front cover 16 is then closed (FIG. 2). Any portion of 
the packet that hangs doWn beloW the hinge is folded into the 
interior of the housing When the front cover is closed. 

[0041] To remove a bag from the dispenser, the outermost 
bag in the packet is grasped at a point just beloW the hook 
20 and is pulled forWardly and doWnWardly, along the slot 
46 (if present) in the front cover, so as to sever the severable 
support means of the bag and detach the bag from the hook 
and the remaining bags. If the bag is a self-opening bag such 
as described in the aforementioned US. Pat. Nos. 6,446,811 
and 5,941,393, the process of detaching the bag may also 
cause the upper end of the bag to be opened up. The bag can 
then be ?lled With merchandise. As noted, the dispenser 10 
can optionally include a cup 52 or the like for holding a 
quantity of tWist ties or other closures that can be applied to 
a bag to close it after it has been ?lled With merchandise. 

[0042] The invention is susceptible to numerous varia 
tions. For instance, FIG. 7 shoWs a dispensing apparatus 110 
in accordance With a further embodiment of the invention. 
The dispensing apparatus 110 differs from the apparatus 10 
described above primarily in the arrangement by Which a 
bag packet P1 is secured in the dispenser 110. The packet P1, 
shoWn individually in FIG. 8, is illustrated as a packet of 
T-shirt style bags. Each bag of the packet P1 is sealed at the 
top and bottom by heat seals L1, L2, and the packet P1 
de?nes tWo apertures A2 extending therethrough and sev 
erable means that facilitate the removal of bags from the 
packet. In particular, perforations F1 extend betWeen the 
aperturesA2 and a top of the packet, and another perforation 
F2 connects the apertures A2. Each bag is con?gured to be 
torn along the perforations F1, F2 When removed from the 
remaining packet so that a tab T1 of each bag remains With 
the packet. A slot-like aperture A1 in the tab is structured to 
receive a hook or other bag mount. As shoWn in FIG. 8, the 
sides of each bag are folded to form side gussets, and the 
side edges S1 of each bag are intersected by the apertures 
A2. Thus, When a bag is removed from the packet, the mouth 
portion of the bag is open With tWo loop-like handles H1 
extending (upWard as shoWn in FIG. 8) from the mouth 
portion. Weld areas C1 can be formed as heat Welded points 
that extend through the packet so that all of the tabs of the 
bags are adhered to one another and the tabs are not removed 
from the packet as the bags are torn therefrom. 

[0043] The dispensing apparatus 110 of FIGS. 7, 9, and 10 
includes a housing 112 formed by a rear portion 114 and a 
front cover 116. The rear portion and front cover are 
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pivotally connected to each other by a hinge arrangement 
118 located proximate a bottom edge of the rear portion. The 
hinge arrangement is attached to the front cover at a location 
proximate a loWer end (When the front cover is closed as 
shoWn in FIG. 7) of the front cover. By virtue of the hinge 
arrangement, the front cover can be pivoted betWeen a 
closed position (FIG. 7) and an open position (FIG. 9). 

[0044] As shoWn in FIG. 10, a bag mount or hook 120 for 
engaging the aperture A1 in the bag packet P1 extends 
rearWardly from a ?ange 148 of the rear portion 114 of the 
dispensing apparatus 110. Thus, With the ?ange 148 posi 
tioned in a vertical arrangement, the packet can be disposed 
so that the hook 120 extends through the aperture A1, and 
the packet can be folded over the ?ange so that the packet 
hangs from the ?ange and the hook With the loWer portion 
of the packet contained in the interior space of the housing 
112. 

[0045] Similar to the embodiment described above in 
connection With FIG. 1, the dispensing apparatus 110 
de?nes an opening 122 in the housing 112. The mouth 
portion of the bag packet P1 is thus presented for ready 
access through the opening 122, While the loWer ends of the 
bags can be contained Within the housing and hence are not 
readily accessible as long as the front cover 116 is closed as 
shoWn in FIG. 7. It is appreciated that While the opening 122 
in the illustrated embodiment is on an upper side of the 
housing, the opening can alternatively be on another side of 
the housing, such as the front side. 

[0046] The front cover 116 in the illustrated embodiment 
de?nes a front panel 124 of curved, generally U-shaped 
form, and a pair of spaced, parallel side panels 126 joined to 
the opposite side edges of the front panel 124. A cover 
member 127 extends betWeen the side panels so that the 
opening 122 is de?ned betWeen the cover member 127 and 
the front panel 124. A latching arrangement 128 for latching 
the front cover in the closed position includes a latch 
member 130 that is connected to a pivot member 132, each 
of Which can be in the form of a Wire or rod con?gured so 
that the latch member 130 is substantially parallel to the 
pivot member 132 and is spaced from the pivot member in 
a forWard direction (i.e., toWard the front cover 116). The 
pivot member 132 is journaled for rotation about its axis in 
apertures formed through a pair of laterally spaced, parallel 
Walls 134 that are joined to opposite side edges of the rear 
portion 114. A torsion spring 136 is af?xed to the pivot 
member 132 and engages the latch member 130 to bias the 
latch member in a doWnWard direction. The opposite ends of 
the latch member 130 extend outWardly through vertically 
elongated apertures 138 in the Walls 134, and the torsion 
spring 136 biases the latch member doWnWardly against the 
loWer edges of the apertures 138. Thus, the latch member is 
structured to engage latching slots 140 in the side panels 126 
When the front cover 116 is closed to prevent the front cover 
from being opened. The front cover can be opened by 
pushing the opposite ends of the latch member 130 upWardly 
against the force of the torsion spring 136 to disengage the 
latch member from the latching slots 140, and pulling the 
front cover forWardly. 

[0047] The front panel 124 of the front cover can also 
include a vertically extending slot 146 extending partially 
through the front panel from the opening 122 to aid in the 
removal of a bag from the dispenser 110. The slot alloWs the 










