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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method (600) and apparatus (700) for reducing delay 
associated With a call set-up for a call betWeen an originating 
communication unit (120) and a target communication unit 
(121-124) in a radio access system (RAS) (101) is described. 
A call is initiated With a target communication unit prior to 
a channel assignment. A ?rst latency (411) betWeen an 
initiation time and a time When the target is capable of 
receiving a noti?cation of the call on a ?rst channel (410) is 
estimated and a second latency (421) betWeen the initiation 
time and a second time When the target is capable of 
receiving the noti?cation on a second channel (420) is 
estimated. Addresses associated With the target can be sent 
to the radio access system on the ?rst channel or the second 
channel based on the estimated ?rst latency and the esti 
mated second latency. 
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REDUCING DELAY IN SETTING UP CALLS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates in general to calls for 
communication units in Wireless communication systems 
and related equipment such as mobile receivers, transceiv 
ers, base units, and more speci?cally to a method and 
apparatus for reducing delay associated With setting up 
certain kinds of calls, such as private and group calls or 
delivering various types of messages. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Group calls have historically been an important 
feature in radio dispatch services such as police and rescue 
services. More recently, such features have been made 
available to communication units in Wireless communica 
tion netWorks by some service providers. In addition to 
normal cellular netWork services, some service providers 
maintain an entirely separate Wireless or cellular netWork 
having frequencies and equipment dedicated to specialiZed 
services. Some specialiZed netWorks are based on the Inte 
grated Digital Enhanced NetWork developed by Motorola, 
Inc. of Schaumburg, Ill. and use, for example, the 800 MHZ 
portion of the radio spectrum assigned to specialiZed mobile 
radio (SMR) service. In accordance With this netWork, for 
example, slotted TDMA technology is used to provide 
normal cell phone voice communications, messaging ser 
vices such as pager and e-mail, data services such as 
Wireless Internet and private data netWorks, digital tWo-Way 
radio or dispatch services such as one-to-one and group 
communication. Group calls rely on a Push-To-Talk (PTT) 
call initiation commonly used in dispatch radio systems 
requiring a speaker in an active communication to press a 
talk button before talking and to release the talk button When 
?nished talking. A listener can likeWise press and release a 
talk button to respond. When making a group call in a PTT 
environment, a button can be pressed on a communication 
unit con?gured With the number or numbers of the target or 
targets for the group call to establish a call or session With, 
for example, the above noted netWork. The netWork deter 
mines that the call is a dispatch or group call rather than an 
interconnect call such as a normal cell phone call. The 
netWork then determines if the call is a one-to-one or a group 
call. If the call is a group call, the netWork provides the 
digital voice packets to each target in the group based on an 
address associated With each of the targets. Alist containing 
addresses of targets may be sent to the netWork in a variety 
of different methods, including: using Short Data Burst 
(SDB) messages over Access Channel/Enhanced Access 
Channel (ACH/EACH), SDB messages over a Reverse 
Common Control Channel R-CCCH, in the origination 
message, and over the traf?c channel itself. When the PTT 
button of the originating communication unit is pressed, the 
targets in the list are paged Whereupon they may join the call 
by responding and this Will be indicated With a Talk Permit 
Tone (TPT). Thus the setup delay for initiating the call is the 
time from PTT to the ?rst TPT at the originating commu 
nication unit. 

[0003] Problems can arise in that, in the typical slotted 
environment associated With, for example certain versions 
of Integrated Digital Enhanced NetWorks, communication 
units only Wake up periodically, such as every 0.64, 1.28, 
2.56, or 5.12 seconds to check for incoming pages including 
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pages associated With the group call. Thus, signi?cant delay 
may be incurred betWeen When the ?rst TPT is issued and 
When other targets join the call. Further problems involve 
audio clipping occurring While other targets are joining the 
group call after the ?rst TPT. Thus, if setup delay is too long, 
audio delay and clipping Will persist for a corresponding 
amount of time. 

[0004] Several sources of delay are possible. For example, 
address transfer time for communication units is long, for 
example, from approximately 240 to 900 msecs to send 10 
addresses, thus target communication units may go back to 
sleep during address transfer resulting in Waiting an extra 
slot cycle and encountering more audio clipping. Further, if 
address data is sent across a traffic channel, an extra slot 
cycle of delay may result due to Waiting for channel set up. 
If address data is sent prior to the traf?c channel being built 
or setup, extra delay Will result from a slot cycle time longer 
than a channel build time. It should be noted that in 
conventional group call set up, target addresses associated 
With address data are randomly ordered and prioritiZed 
during address transfer, causing an unnecessarily large num 
ber of targets to Wait an extra cycle. The last address sent up, 
for example Will have about a 70% chance of having to Wait 
one additional cycle, or another 1.28 seconds, before getting 
a page associated With the group call. 

[0005] Clearly a need exists for methods and apparatus 
capable of reducing the delay associated With a call set up. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] The accompanying ?gures, Where like reference 
numerals refer to identical or functionally similar elements 
throughout the separate vieWs and Which together With the 
detailed description beloW are incorporated in and form part 
of the speci?cation, serve to further illustrate various 
embodiments and to explain various principles and advan 
tages in accordance With the present invention. 

[0007] FIG. 1 is a diagram depicting an exemplary radio 
access system (RAS), a plurality of exemplary communica 
tion units, an exemplary radio access netWork, and an 
exemplary core netWork; 

[0008] FIG. 2 is a diagram further depicting the exem 
plary RAS of FIG. 1, With the transfer of an exemplary list 
of target addresses; 

[0009] FIG. 3 is a timing diagram depicting exemplary 
timing relationships betWeen RAS entities capable of par 
ticipating in a group call; 

[0010] FIG. 4 is a timing diagram further depicting exem 
plary timing relationships betWeen RAS entities and ordered 
addresses associated With communication units capable of 
participating in a group call; 

[0011] FIG. 5 is a diagram depicting exemplary informa 
tion units associated respectively With noti?cation channels 
in accordance With various exemplary embodiments; 

[0012] FIG. 6 is a How chart illustrating an exemplary 
procedure associated With reducing delay in accordance With 
various exemplary embodiments; and 

[0013] FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary 
apparatus including a processor and memory associated With 
reducing delay in accordance With various exemplary 
embodiments. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0014] In overview, the present disclosure concerns the 
establishment of a group call betWeen an originating device 
in a Radio Access System (RAS), such as a stationary or 
?xed mobile receiver, communications unit, and the like and 
one or more target communication units in the RAS, and a 
method and apparatus for reducing group call set-up anoma 
lies such as delay. It should be noted that conventional 
methods of establishing group calls or private calls typically 
do not address or control the manner in Which target 
addresses are handled by the system. In accordance With 
various exemplary embodiments, the present invention 
alloWs sorting or otherWise arranging or ordering of target 
addresses for transfer over different types of channels in 
accordance With, for example, a ?rst estimated latency 
associated With an initiation time such as a PT time or a 
time after a PTT time When a certain amount of processing 
can occur, and a time at Which a noti?cation such as a page 

message on a forWard paging channel can be sent to respec 
tive communication units associated With the target 
addresses. The time is based on factors such as a knoWn 
Wake up time for the target, channel build time for a 
dedicated traf?c channel, or the like and can result in, for 
example, a decision as to Whether use of an access channel 
or a traf?c channel or a combination of both the access 

channel and the traf?c channel, to transfer target addresses 
Will result in the most signi?cant delay reduction. 

[0015] It Will be appreciated that ordering target 
addresses, determining transfer channels, and otherWise 
reducing delay may be performed in a dedicated device such 
as a communication unit having a dedicated processor, a 
processor coupled to an analog processing circuit or receiver 
analog “front-end” With appropriate softWare for performing 
a communication unit function, an application speci?c inte 
grated circuit (ASIC), a digital signal processor (DSP), or 
the like, or various combinations thereof, as Would be 
appreciated by one of ordinary skill. Memory devices may 
further be provisioned With routines and algorithms for 
operating on input data and providing output such as oper 
ating parameters to improve the performance of other pro 
cessing blocks associated With, for example, reducing delay, 
and otherWise appropriately handling the call set-up. 

[0016] It Will further be appreciated that communication 
units or Wireless communications units may refer to sub 
scriber devices such as cellular or mobile phones, tWo-Way 
radios, messaging devices, personal digital assistants, per 
sonal assignment pads, personal computers equipped for 
Wireless operation, a cellular handset or device, or the like, 
or equivalents thereof provided such units are arranged and 
constructed for operation in accordance With the various 
inventive concepts and principles embodied in, for example, 
exemplary communication units and methods for reducing 
delay as discussed and described herein. 

[0017] The principles and concepts discussed and 
described may be particularly applicable to communication 
units, devices, and systems providing or facilitating voice 
communications services or data or messaging services over 
Wide area netWorks (WANs), such as conventional tWo Way 
systems and devices, various cellular phone systems includ 
ing analog and digital cellular, CDMA (code division mul 
tiple access) and variants thereof, GSM (Global System for 
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Mobile communications), GPRS (General Packet Radio 
System), 2.5 G and 3G systems such as UMTS (Universal 
Mobile Telecommunication Service) systems, integrated 
digital enhanced netWorks and variants or evolutions 
thereof. Principles and concepts described herein may fur 
ther be applied in devices or systems With short range 
communications capability normally referred to as W-LAN 
capabilities, such as IEEE 802.11, Bluetooth, or Hiper-LAN 
and the like that preferably utiliZe CDMA, frequency hop 
ping, orthogonal frequency division multiplexing, or TDMA 
access technologies and one or more of various netWorking 

protocols, such as TCP/IP (Transmission Control Protocol/ 
Internet Protocol), IPX/SPX (Inter-Packet Exchange/Se 
quential Packet Exchange), Net BIOS (NetWork Basic Input 
Output System) or other protocol structures. 

[0018] As described in greater detail hereinafter, various 
inventive principles are employed to provide a method for 
reducing delay associated With a call set-up for a call 
betWeen an originating communication unit and a target 
communication unit in a radio access system (RAS). In an 
elegant embodiment associated With a private call set up, a 
call may be initiated or otherWise originated betWeen an 
originating communication unit and a target communication 
unit, for example, prior to a channel assignment for the 
originating communication unit. A ?rst latency can be esti 
mated betWeen a time When the call is initiated and a time 
When the target communication unit is capable of receiving 
a noti?cation such as a page message on a forWard paging 
channel associated With the call set-up if the address of the 
target is sent to the RAS on a channel such as an access 
channel and includes a time for sending addresses and 
sending a traf?c channel request. A second latency can also 
be estimated betWeen the time When the call is initiated and 
a time When the target communication unit is capable of 
receiving a noti?cation such as a page message on a forWard 
paging channel associated With the call set-up if the target 
address is sent to the RAS on a different channel such as a 
traffic channel and includes a time for building the traf?c 
channel including sending a traffic channel request and 
receiving a channel assignment from the netWork infrastruc 
ture. It Will be appreciated that the originating communica 
tion unit in some embodiments can obtain and store infor 
mation associated With Wake up times for target 
communication units and Will further be synchroniZed in a 
manner knoWn in the art With a system time by Which other 
time values, such as Wake up times are measured. Once the 
latency is estimated, an address associated With the target 
communication unit may be sent to the radio access system 
on one of a ?rst channel and a second channel based on the 
estimated latency such that the delay time, eg the time from 
origination until a target unit can be paged, is reduced or 
otherWise minimiZed. In other embodiments, the private call 
scenario can be adapted such that the call can includes a 
group call. 

[0019] In accordance With other exemplary embodiments, 
e.g. Where the call is a group c all, the target communication 
unit is preferably one of a plurality of target communication 
units associated With the group call. Each of the plurality of 
target communication units has information associated With 
it such as a respective address. A respective latency may be 
estimated betWeen the time When the group call is initiated 
and a respective time When each of the plurality of target 
communication units is capable of receiving the page asso 
ciated With the call set-up as noted above if the addresses are 
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sent to the RAS on the ?rst or second channel. The respec 
tive addresses associated With the plurality of target com 
munication units may then be sent to the RAS on either the 
?rst channel or the second channel based on the respective 
latency, e.g. such that the delay time, eg the time from 
origination until one of the plurality of target units can be 
paged, is reduced or otherWise minimized. In the group call 
context, the addresses may be sent to the RAS to minimiZe 
the delay time associated With the call set up and Will 
involve, for example, sending some addresses on a ?rst 
channel such as a contention based channel or access 

channel, While some addresses may be sent on a second 
channel such as a dedicated traf?c channel once the traf?c 
channel is established. It Will be appreciated by one of 
ordinary skill in the art that latencies may be one or more of 
an estimated, determined or otherWise knoWn time betWeen 
a ?rst time such as a Push To Talk (PTT) time, a time When 
the PTT button associated With the originating communica 
tion unit is pressed, and a second time such as a Wake up 
time, a Talk Permit Tone (TPT) time, or a time When a 
response to the page associated With the call set up is 
received. The ?rst time, the PTT time may be compared With 
a Wake up time for the target communication unit using a 
time value associated With the RAS, such as a global synch 
time, and a slot offset time associated With the target 
communication unit. By estimating latencies, a decision can 
be made regarding Which of the ?rst channel or the second 
channel the address of the particular target can be sent on. In 
the case of multiple targets, the channel decisions can be 
made for all of the targets and then the addresses can be sent 
together on respective channels. 

[0020] Further in accordance With various exemplary and 
alternative exemplary embodiments, the RAS preferably 
includes a Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) RAS, a 
Global System Mobile (GSM) RAS, Universal Mobile Tele 
communication System (UMTS) RAS, a Data Only (DO) 
RAS, a High Rate Packet Data (HRPD) RAS, a Wireless 
Local Area NetWork (WLAN) RAS, or an Evolution Data 
Voice (EVDV) RAS. 
[0021] In accordance With another exemplary embodi 
ment, delay may be reduced by a method associated With a 
group call setup for a group call betWeen an originating 
communication unit and a plurality of target communication 
units in a radio access system (RAS). A list of addresses 
associated With the plurality of target communication units 
may be sorted according to a latency value betWeen a ?rst 
time such as a PTT time and a second time such as a Wake 
up time associated With each of the plurality of target 
communication units. The list may be sorted according to 
one or more ?rst addresses to be transmitted to the RAS over 
a ?rst channel and one or more second addresses to be 
transmitted to the RAS over a second channel in a manner 
to be described in greater detail hereinafter. The sorting can 
be performed When the group call set-up is impending such 
that any updates made to information associated With the list 
just before call set up or PTT can be included in the 
estimation of latencies. The group call betWeen the origi 
nating communication unit and the plurality of target com 
munication units is originated at the originating communi 
cation unit, such as at the ?rst time or PTT time, by 
transmitting the ?rst addresses to the RAS over the ?rst 
channel and transmitting the second addresses to the RAS 
over the second channel. The second time as also noted 
above, includes a Wake up time, a Talk Permit Tone (TPT) 
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time, or a time When a response to a page associated With 
connecting the group call is received, each as associated 
With each of the plurality of target stations. Also as noted 
above, the ?rst channel includes a contention based channel 
such as an access channel and the second channel includes 
a dedicated channel such as a dedicated traf?c channel. The 
RAS can include the various forms of netWorks noted 
earlier. 

[0022] In accordance With still other exemplary embodi 
ments, an apparatus in a radio access system (RAS) capable 
of participating in a call can be used to reduce delay. An 
exemplary apparatus includes an interface such as an RF 
interface or the like, capable of coupling to the RAS and a 
target communication unit. The apparatus may also include, 
a processor and memory and the memory preferably con 
tains instructions such as a softWare program, softWare 
application or the like, Which, When executed causes the 
processor to estimate a ?rst time delay associated With 
completing the call With the target communication unit, such 
as a time When the target is capable of receiving a page on, 
for example, a forWard paging channel, if an address of the 
target communication unit is transmitted to the RAS over a 
?rst channel, such as an contention based access channel or 
the like, and estimate a second time delay if the address is 
transmitted over a second channel such as a dedicated traf?c 
channel or the like. 

[0023] The processor further initiates the call, after, for 
example, sensing or otherWise processing input associated 
With the PTT button being pressed, by sending the address 
associated With the target communication unit to the RAS on 
the ?rst channel or second channel based on the ?rst time 
delay or the second time delay. It Will be appreciated that the 
?rst time delay and the second time delay can include an 
elapsed time betWeen a time When the call is initiated, such 
as a PTT time, and a Wake up time, a Talk Permit Tone (TPT) 
time, or a time When a response to the page associated With 
connecting With the group call is received. It Will further be 
appreciated that the call may include a group call, and the 
target communication unit can be one of a plurality of target 
communication units associated With the group call. 

[0024] Accordingly, the processor can estimate a respec 
tive ?rst latency associated With When each of the plurality 
of target communication units is capable of receiving a page 
associated With the call if address information associated 
With the each is sent on a ?rst channel and a respective 
second latency associated With When each of the plurality of 
target communication units is capable of receiving a page 
associated With the call if the address information associated 
With the each is sent on a second channel. The address 
information associated With the each of the plurality of target 
communication units can be sent to the RAS on the ?rst 
channel or the second channel based on the respective ?rst 
latency or the respective second latency. 

[0025] The instant disclosure is provided to further explain 
in an enabling fashion the best modes of making and using 
various embodiments in accordance With the present inven 
tion. The disclosure is further offered to enhance an under 
standing and appreciation for the inventive principles and 
advantages thereof, rather than to limit in any manner the 
invention. The invention is de?ned solely by the appended 
claims including any amendments made during the pen 
dency of this application and all equivalents of those claims 
as issued. 
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[0026] It is further understood that the use of relational 
terms, if any, such as ?rst and second, top and bottom, and 
the like are used solely to distinguish one from another entity 
or action Without necessarily requiring or implying any 
actual such relationship or order betWeen such entities or 
actions. 

[0027] Much of the inventive functionality and many of 
the inventive principles are best implemented With or in 
softWare programs or instructions and integrated circuits 
(ICs) such as application speci?c ICs. It is eXpected that one 
of ordinary skill, notWithstanding possibly signi?cant effort 
and many design choices motivated by, for eXample, avail 
able time, current technology, and economic considerations, 
When guided by the concepts and principles disclosed herein 
Will be readily capable of generating such softWare instruc 
tions and programs and ICs With minimal experimentation. 
Therefore, in the interest of brevity and minimiZation of any 
risk of obscuring the principles and concepts according to 
the present invention, further discussion of such softWare 
and ICs, if any, Will be limited to the essentials With respect 
to the principles and concepts used by the preferred embodi 
ments. 

[0028] In accordance With the current IS-2000 standard, 
such as outlined for eXample in the publication by the 
Telecommunication Industry Association, TIA/IE/A/IS 
2000 Series, Rev A, CDMA 2000® Series (2000), commit 
tee TR45.5, published Mar. 1, 2000, a mobile station or 
communication unit can operate in a slotted mode While in 
the Idle State, in order to conserve battery life. When 
operating in the slotted mode, the communication unit 
“Wakes up” periodically, for eXample to check for a page, 
and otherWise conserves poWer or “sleeps” While in the Idle 
State. The communication unit “Wakes up” once per slot 
cycle, checks to see if any messages are pending, and goes 
back to sleep if not. It Will be appreciated that the longer the 
slot cycle interval, the longer the standby battery life for the 
communication unit. Problems arise hoWever in that the 
longer slot cycle interval also translates to a longer eXpected 
call setup time since it may take a full slot cycle interval to 
process a page if received early in the cycle, and if the page 
is pending but not sent during a slot cycle as part of a group 
call set up, it could take upWards of tWo slot cycles or 
possibly more betWeen When a page is deemed necessary, at 
group call origination, and When the page is actually sent. 

[0029] To better appreciate an eXemplary scenario, con 
sider that the length of a slot cycle T, in units of seconds, is 
given by T=1.28(2‘), Where i is the selected slot cycle indeX, 
and 1.28 is a typical slot cycle time in seconds. A commu 
nication unit supporting operation in the slotted mode must 
use a slot cycle indeX no greater than the lesser of 1) a 
preferred slot cycle indeX as is preferably stored in the 
communication unit’s permanent memory; and 2) a maXi 
mum slot cycle indeX typically broadcast by a base station 
in the MAX_SLOT_CYCLE_INDEX ?eld of the System 
Parameters Message overhead message. Given that the slot 
cycle indeX (SCI) i has a range of 0 to 7, the slot cycle T 
using the relation described above, has a range of 1.28 
seconds to 163.84 seconds. Thus, for a communication 
system or RAS With a SCI=1, each communication unit Will 
Wake up every 2.56 seconds. By Way of illustration, a 
VeriZon Wireless system operating in the greater Chicago 
Metropolitan area uses a MAX_SLOT_CYCLE_INDEX 
value of 2, an IS-2000 communication unit Will use 2 as the 
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preferred slot cycle indeX, resulting in a slot cycle length T 
for the communication unit of 5.12 s. 

[0030] In addition to slot cycle and associated Wake up 
time interval concerns, a certain amount of time is further 
required to send a target address for each target communi 
cation unit in a group call. The amount of eXtra delay 
depends on the channel type being used and the target 
identi?ed type being used such as “friendly name” vs. an 
Urban Fleet Member Identi?er (UFMI), or an International 
Mobile Subscriber Identi?er (IMSI). Addresses can be sent 
using a Short Data Burst (SDB) message on an access 
channel (ACH) or eXtended access channel (EACH). If SDB 
messages are used to send target addresses, the time per 
address given that one address is sent per SDB message 
could be very large since the ACH/EACH WindoW siZe is 1 
meaning that a subsequent SDB message With a neW address 
can not be sent until the previous SDB message has been 
acknoWledged or ACKed. One solution could be to combine 
several addresses in one SDB message. 

[0031] In order to combine addresses into one SDB mes 
sage the payload capacity of a given SDB message on the 
access channels, such as the R-ACH and the R-EACH must 
be considered. The physical limitations for the R-ACH are 
4800 bps, 20 ms frames, With 8 bits used for an encoder tail. 
The slotted structure overlay provides a brief preamble 
period, for eXample to help a base station detect and decode 
the signal, and a modest number of payload frames. Using 
a recommended 6 payload frames, each access burst or SDB 
has 528 bits of user content from Which must be subtracted 
120 bits for Link Access Control (LAC) layer overhead, 22 
bits for Data Burst Message overhead, 24 bits for Short Data 
Burst overhead, 48 bits for Point-to-Point Protocol (PPP) 
overhead, and 24 bits for Header Compression overhead as 
outlined in IETF RFC 2508, leaving a net payload capacity 
of <36 bytes. The remaining payload capacity can be used 
for application protocol and data. It can also be noted that 
PPP framing requires octet-stuffing to avoid certain byte 
patterns Which may further reduce payload capacity. 

[0032] Similarly, on the R-EACH, the payload capacity of 
a given access burst or SDB may be increased, since the 
physical rate limitation is raised to 9600 bps for the 
R-EACH. Using computations as above, adjusted for 
R-EACH and using the same capsule siZe (6 frames), the net 
payload capacity is 108 bytes. 
[0033] Given the payload siZe it is useful to determine 
hoW many target addresses can ?t in a given SDB. For UFMI 
and IMSI addresses 4 octets can be used, While “friendly” 
addresses of the form “name@host” are substantially longer 
and require more capacity. For eXample, the addresses 
“John.Doe@companyXYZ.com” are each 24 octets or 21 if 
7-bit packed ASCII format is used. Since it may be possible 
to further compress the addresses in accordance With various 
eXemplary embodiments, 18 octets may be used as an 
eXemplary mean address siZe. Accordingly, each ACH SDB 
message can be eXpected to carry no more than 2 addresses 
in around 180 ms and each EACH SDB message can be 
eXpected to carry no more than 6 addresses in around 140 
ms. Thus, When using SDB messaging to transfer addresses, 
it can be eXpected that the address transfer time is approXi 
mately 90 ms or ~24 ms per target to send the target address 
to the netWork. 

[0034] It should also be noted that an SDB message is 
required to be a complete IP packet or a segment of an IP 
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packet. Sending multiple target information by segmenting 
corresponding IP packets across multiple SDBs should not 
induce any problems With lost segments or net delay in 
getting the information across to the netWork. HoWever, 
because each SDB message must be positively acknoWl 
edged before the next one can be sent, the particular content 
of the message is of less concern than the number of 
messages needing to be sent. For example, segmenting a 
single packet containing target address information over 
multiple SDB messages causes additional delay since the 
information can not be delivered until all segments have 
been received by the netWork. Thus it is more practical to 
send target information using SDB messages Where each 
SDB contains a single, complete IP packet. It Will be 
appreciated that header compression can be used to support 
more space for target identi?ers. 

[0035] Consider a scenario Where an originating commu 
nication unit Wants to establish a group call With 10 targets 
each having a different Wake up time. In each case, the Wake 
up time can be anyWhere betWeen 0 and a maximum of as 
noted above 163.84 seconds, although a more reasonable 
maximum time is around 1.28 seconds. Sending the 10 
addresses associated With the targets could take betWeen 240 
ms and 900 ms using SDB messages, or much longer if a 
signi?cant number of errors occur on the ACH/EACH. If the 
originator randomly orders the target addresses as they are 
sent to the netWork, the last address sent Will have around an 
18.75% (240 msec/1.28 secs) chance or around a 70% (900 
ms/1.28 s) chance of having to Wait one additional cycle or 
another 1.28 seconds, before getting a page from the net 
Work associated With the group call. Although the respective 
lengths of the exemplary intervals used above are 240 msec 
and 900 msec, the length of time over Which the target 
addresses may be sent, can vary depending, for example, on 
use of SDB messages or reconnect messages such as origi 
nation messages With target info payloads. The time can also 
vary depending on the use of a traf?c channel (TCH) to send 
target addresses, for example, after the traf?c channel is 
setup. 

[0036] In an exemplary scenario Where traf?c channel 
setup time is short relative to the slot cycle time, analysis 
shoWs that use of the traf?c channel can reduce the audio 
delay, the time during Which audio may be clipped, by an 
average of around 120 msecs for each target. The reduction 
is further relatively insensitive to the number of targets, 
particularly for cases betWeen 5 and 10 targets as Will be 
described in greater detail hereinafter. In other exemplary 
scenarios Where a target is paged, for example, based on an 
address sent using an SDB While the traf?c channel is being 
setup, the order of addresses is not as important When, for 
example, channel setup time is long relative to the slot cycle 
time. It should be noted hoWever, that channel setup time is 
typically around 1 second in accordance With many existing 
systems or RANs and continues to shrink. In contrast, a 
typical slot cycle is generally at least 0.65 seconds, and is 
often as high as 5.12 seconds making address ordering an 
increasingly important method for reducing delay. 

[0037] In accordance With another exemplary scenario, 
Where all target addresses are sent only after an originating 
communication unit is on an established traffic channel, the 
average total PTT to audio clipping plus delay savings is 
around 100 msecs for 5 targets, and 200 msecs for 10 targets 
With the audio delay savings resulting from a combination of 
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reduced audio delay and reduced audio clipping. The 90th 
percentile PTT to TPT delay savings is around 150 msecs for 
5 targets, and 300 msecs for 10 targets, and the average PTT 
to TPT delay savings is around 100 msecs for 5 targets, and 
200 msecs for 10 targets. 

[0038] It Will be appreciated that the time until each target 
communication unit Wakes up next is a function of and can 
be determined or otherWise knoWn based on the current 
CDMA time. An originating communication unit thus 
should knoW the target’s slot cycle length and offset, T and 
PGSLOT respectively, as described, for example, in 
IS-2000.5, section 26.2.1131 The offset is preferably 
computed based on the communication unit’s ID. In accor 
dance With various exemplary embodiments therefore, the 
originating communication unit can calculate Whether send 
ing each additional target address prior to, for example, 
requesting and building its oWn traf?c channel, Will reduce 
the total time until the corresponding target is paged. Thus, 
if sending a target address prior to establishing the traf?c 
channel, such as in an SDB message on the access channel, 
Will not reduce the total time until the target is paged, then 
the target address can be sent after the originating commu 
nication unit is on a traf?c channel, Without incurring the 
cost of additional delay in paging the target. Additional 
bene?ts of transferring addresses on the traf?c channel may 
also arise including that the originator Will be on the traf?c 
channel earlier Where it can more rapidly send remaining 
target addresses in a more ef?cient Way based on for 
example poWer control associated With traf?c channel com 
munication. Target communication units can further play 
their TPTs earlier, typically as soon as they get on channel, 
since by the time a target communication unit gets on 
channel, at least one page response has been received. Target 
communication units can further begin sending audio earlier. 

[0039] Thus, it Will be appreciated that much greater costs 
are associated With sending target addresses over the access 
channel than sending target addresses on the dedicated traf?c 
channel. Extra radio frequency (RF) costs result from the 
need to send around 3 to 5 times more poWer per information 
bit over an access channel, as compared to a poWer con 
trolled dedicated channel. Extra time can result from a 
combination of overhead, 50% or more, When sending target 
addresses via SDB messages on an access channel, and 
loWer bit rates of around 4800 to 9600 bps, Which are 
common on access channels. On a dedicated channel, 3 to 5 
times higher bit rates can be achieved With the same RF 
costs, for example, in accordance With EVDV, and, further, 
audio can be sent in parallel With additional target addresses 
over a dedicated channel. 

[0040] Thus in accordance With various exemplary 
embodiments, the initiation of a selective dynamic group 
call can be detected and then the delay until the netWork can 
send a page or noti?cation to the next target unit With a 
corresponding next address is estimated using knoWn laten 
cies. For each target communication unit, T(i)—the time 
When communication unit i Will Wake up next, is preferably 
estimated using system time & PGSLOT offset. It Will be 
appreciated that offsets/IMSIs for frequently called targets 
could be pushed to an originator communication unit by a 
‘chat sever’ during earlier calls or via some other broadcast 
method as Would be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in 
the art. Further, PGSLOT and slot cycle information can be 
exchanged among communication units during calls. Targets 
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may further be sorted or scheduled, as Will be described 
herein below, to minimize the number of target communi 
cation units Waiting an extra cycle. 

[0041] In order to schedule or sort the list of targets, the 
next communication unit to Wake up, i.e. communication 
unit j, may be determined from the knoWn information 
Where the results in a minimum time delay. It can then 
be determined Whether scheduling communication unit j 
next Will alloW it to be paged at time TO). If not, the Wake 
up time associated With communication unit j can be incre 
mented by 1 cycle, otherWise, communication unit j can be 
scheduled next. Communication unit j can be scheduled in 
the same packet or SDB message as the previous address if 
doing so Will not affect the paging time for the previous 
address. OtherWise communication unit j can be scheduled 
after the traf?c channel is built, if doing so Will not delay the 
reception of the page. Sorting or scheduling can be repeated 
until all target communication units have been scheduled. 

[0042] It Will further be appreciated that the present inven 
tion, in accordance With various exemplary embodiments, 
takes into consideration that not all targets Will have the 
same ‘cycle length’ or Slot Cycle Index (SCI). In some 
instances, the SCI Will be exceptionally long and in other 
instances it Will be very short. If a target address to be sent 
is for a communication unit With a short SCI, one that Will 
Wakeup very soon, and no other target addresses need to be 
sent immediately, then in accordance With various exem 
plary embodiments, a “copy” of the target addresses can be 
sent in a separate packet, message or the like, to ensure that 
the target Will not miss a page When it Wakes up, for example 
in the event that the ?rst packet or message containing the 
target address is lost or corrupted. Even though the corrupted 
message or packet Will be retransmitted through retransmis 
sion mechanisms associated With the prevailing protocol, the 
mechanisms are sloW and the address may be sent after the 
Wake up period, thus the redundancy associated With send 
ing the second copy is additional assurance that the page Will 
be received in time. When sending packets on the traf?c 
channel, the retransmission mechanism can be a message 
referred to as automatic repeat request (ARQ) issued by the 
recipient to notify the sender that retransmission of one or 
more corrupted packets is required under the prevailing 
protocol, such as, for example, Radio Link Protocol (RLP) 
in CDMA 2000, and Radio Link Control (RLC) in UMTS 
and GPRS systems. 

[0043] It Will be appreciated that various exemplary and 
alternative exemplary embodiments in accordance With the 
present invention may be implemented in an exemplary 
communication unit by Way of, for example, installation of 
a softWare baseline or the like and execution of a corre 

sponding softWare program, programs, modules, routines, or 
the like. The exemplary communication unit is preferably 
con?gured With an IMSI or PG slot and can be so con?gured 
With little or no infrastructure impact. It Will further be 
appreciated that the degree of bene?t associated With various 
exemplary embodiments, Will depend on a variety of factors 
associated With the diversity of RAS, RF, or the like tech 
nologies. The speci?c cases and example described herein 
are provided as representative and illustrative in order, for 
example, to quantify the attendant bene?ts. 

[0044] Some approaches, such as speculative paging— 
placing a target on channel in advance of a PTT by an 
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originating communication unit may reduce the bene?ts. 
HoWever, feWer systems are expected to use speculative 
paging, because of inef?cient use and consumption of 
resources. Instead, a modi?ed speculative solution is con 
templated Where targets are speculatively given a RSCI 
(reduced slot cycle index). In such a scenario, the techniques 
described herein may be of particular use and may further be 
useful in RANs designed in accordance With RF technolo 
gies including CDMA 2000, GSM, UMTS, EVDV, Inte 
grated Digital Enhanced NetWorks, & Wideband Integrated 
Digital Enhanced NetWorks, ICPD/Diamond dispatch over 
CDMA, GPRS & UMTS PSD solution, Winphoria dispatch 
over PSD and CSV solutions, Where communication units 
associated With the RAS Wake up periodically to check for 
incoming pages, With some offset With bene?ts varying With 
slot cycle time and channel build time. 

[0045] Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, system diagrams 
100 and 200 include a Radio Access NetWork (RAS) 101, 
such as an Integrated Digital Enhanced netWork, With base 
station 110 or like netWork infrastructure, and one or more 
communication units 120 capable of communicating over an 
air interface 130 on Which communications can proceed 
according to a protocol such as the various protocols noted 
above. It Will be appreciated that one of the communication 
units 120 may originate a private or group call over air 
interface 130 in a manner to be described in greater detail, 
by, inter alia, sending a list of target addresses such as list 
210. It Will be appreciated that some or all of the target 
addresses contained in list 210 may be sent on an access 
channel (ACH) if a dedicated channel has not been estab 
lished. Achannel request message may further be sent on the 
ACH and if the dedicated channel or traf?c channel (TCH) 
Will be available in time, meaning if the TCH can be 
established before the next Wake up time associated With the 
respective communication units, additional addresses may 
be sent on the TCH. Once the addresses are received by base 
station 110, pages can be sent at the appropriate time, such 
as the Wake up time for respective communication units, on, 
for example, a forWard paging channel although other noti 
?cation approaches may be used. 

[0046] In FIG. 3, a diagram 300 includes timing relation 
ships for various communication units (CU) capable of 
being addresses in a private or group call. If CU1120 for 
example is the originator of a private or group call to one or 
more of CU2121, CU3122, CU4124, and CU n 124, various 
considerations can be made to reduce delay associated With 
the call set up as Will be described. At to 310, Which can be, 
for example, a PTT time, or a time When a PTT button or the 
like is pressed indicating a desire on the part of the operator 
of CU1120 to initiate a call, various procedures, processes, 
or the like may be initiated in accordance With various 
exemplary embodiments in order to estimate latencies after 
certain basic timing considerations are met, for example, at 
tNOTIFY 311. It Will be appreciated that at tNOTIFY 311, 
CU1120 Will have checked overhead messages and an 
access channel slot delay period Will have expired Where 
upon a message such as a Short Data Burst (SDB) message 
can be sent over the ACH. During the period from tO 310 to 
tNOTIFY 311, calculations, heuristics, or the like may be 
executed to estimate latencies associated With sending cer 
tain target addresses over the ACH, to be included in the 
SDB at tNOTIFY 311. Such calculations or the like can ?rst 
include a determination of the length of time to send 
addresses over the ACH using for example an SDB message, 
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Which takes into account factors such as the Wake up times 
for target CUs. For example, it can be seen that CU2121 has 
a Wake up time tWakeup cm 315, CU3122 has a Wake up time 
tWakeup CU3314, CU4123 has a Wake up time tWakeup CU4 
313, and CU n 124 has a Wake up time tWakeup CU n 312. 

[0047] In a conventional group call context, all addresses 
Would be sent, for example, on the ACH in a SDB message 
along With, for example, a traf?c channel request, With no 
consideration given to Whether such an action Would result 
in certain CUs receiving pages during later Wakeup intervals 
than Would otherWise be necessary. Thus part of the calcu 
lation of latencies Will include the earliest time a page can 
be received for one or more of CU2121-CU n 124 if the 
respective addresses are sent in a SDB message on the ACH 
taking into account the Wake up times as noted above. It Will 
be appreciated that possibly only some of the addresses can 
be sent on the ACH and that, particularly When the address 
list is long, the determination can be coarse or ?ne based on 
the processing poWer of the originating CU as manifested in 
the time needed to evaluate, for example, all different 
permutations of Wake up times and the like. It Will be 
appreciated that one approach Would be to sort the target list, 
for example, from soonest Wake up time to latest Wake up 
time from, for example, tNOTIFy 311. After sorting, the list 
can be evaluated as to Which target CUs Wake up after 
tNOTIFy 311, Which is the earliest time an address can be 
sent on the ACH, and Which target CUs Wake up after, for 
example, a traffic channel can be built. Those target CUs 
Waking up after the traf?c channel is established can be 
noti?ed by sending the addresses over the traf?c channel as 
Will be described. 

[0048] Thus, in FIG. 4, it can be seen in an exemplary 
timing diagram 400, that during, for example, the interval 
betWeen to 310 and tNOTIFy 311, a ?rst latency a 411 and 
a second latency [3421 can be calculated. First latency a 411 
preferably represents the time from PTT 310, or tNOTIFY 311 
until a page could be issued if respective target addresses 
Were sent using an SDB message on ACH 410. A typical 
latency might be betWeen 100 and 600 msecs. A second 
latency [3421 can be calculated as noted and preferably 
represents the time from PTT 310, or tNOTIFY 311 until a 
page could be issued if respective target addresses Were sent 
using a message on TCH 420. If any of the target CUs Wake 
up in the interval between 0411 and [3421 then their address 
or addresses can be sent in an SDB sent on ACH 410. 

OtherWise, the addresses can be sent on the traffic channel or 
TCH 420 to, for example, base station 110 Whereupon a 
page, noti?cation or the like can be generated to notify the 
associated target CUs of the group call. 

[0049] In FIG. 5, it can be seen that the message, packet, 
or the like, such as an SDB message, sent on ACH 410 can 
include one or more addresses for targets Which Will Wake 
up, and thus be capable of receiving a page or other 
noti?cation, for example, after ?rst latency a 411 but before 
second latency [3421, such as the address ADDR CU n 412 
for target CU n 124, ADDR CU3413 for target CU3122. It 
Will be appreciated that in order to establish the traf?c 
channel for the group call, a traf?c channel request 414 must 
also be sent in ACH 410. The message, packet, or the like 
sent on TCH 420 can include, for example, remaining 
addresses for targets Which Will not Wake up until after 
second latency 1421 as described above, such as ADDR 
CU2422 for target CU2121, and ADDR CU4423 for target 
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CU4123, and may include other information as Would be 
appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art. 

[0050] An exemplary procedure 600 is shoWn in FIG. 6, 
and can begin at start 601. Target list information such as 
target addresses, Wake up times, and the like may be 
uploaded or updated at 602 in a manner knoWn to those of 
ordinary skill. When an originating CU desires to initiate a 
private or group call, a PTT button press or other initiating 
event may be tested for at 603. Normally the PTT or 
initiating event Will be accompanied With a list of or 
identifying one or more targets for the private or group call 
being initiated. If PTT is detected at 603, during the pro 
cessing interval betWeen When the initiating event such as 
the PTT button press is detected and the time When an SDB 
can be sent on ACH 410, described above as tNOTIFY 311, 
certain calculations such as estimation of a ?rst and second 
latency, and the like may be performed at 604. This Will 
determine target addresses that can be sent in the SDB, based 
on for example, analysis of Wake up times, that is, targets 
Which Wake up after tNOTIFY 311, but before, for example, 
second latency [3421. It Will be appreciated that second 
latency [3421 roughly coincides With the time required to 
request and establish a traf?c channel. The determination of 
second latency [3421 can also include various hypothetical 
calculations or estimations of traf?c channel build time 
based on a request sent on ACH 410 With and Without 
addresses, or the like. If no PTT is detected at 603 the 
procedure ends at 610, hoWever it can be repeated thereby 
continuing to periodically update information associated 
With targets, collect information on neW targets Which may 
be added to the PTT target list and the like. 

[0051] At 605 a test may be performed to determine 
Whether based on the estimated latencies, an nth target Wakes 
up betWeen ?rst latency a 411 and second latency [3421. If 
so, the address of target n may be added to the list of 
addresses AL1 to be sent on ACH 410 at 606, and if not, the 
address of target n, since Wake up may be presumed to occur 
after second latency [3421, is added to the list of addresses 
AL2 to be sent on TCH 420 at 607. If more targets are 
available at 608, then the latencies may be estimated at 604, 
or alternatively, latencies for all targets may be calculated at 
once and the test at 605 and processes at 606 or 607 may be 
repeated for every target. If no more targets remain at 608, 
or if, as described, estimation is performed for all targets, 
then the respective lists AL 1 and AL 2 may be sent on ACH 
410 and TCH 420 respectively at 609, Whereupon the 
procedure may terminate, return, loop or the like at 610. 

[0052] It Will be appreciated that the above procedure may 
be implemented in a variety of Ways, including as embodied 
in a softWare program containing instructions capable of 
being read by a computer, processor, or the like and stored 
in a memory. Further, various exemplary and alternative 
exemplary embodiments may involve an exemplary appa 
ratus 700 as illustrated in FIG. 7. Therein, exemplary unit 
701, Which may be a communication unit or the like capable 
of participating in a private or group call, may include a 
processor 710, having a bus 711, RF interface 712, user 
interface 713 Which may include a PTT button (not shoWn) 
as Would be Well understood by one of ordinary skill, 
memory 714, and antenna 715. Processor 710 may be a 
general purpose processor, dedicated processor or the like as 
Would be understood by one of ordinary skill With a mini 
mum speed requirement such that processing, for example, 
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in accordance With the above described procedures, tech 
niques, principals and the like can be achieved Within a 
timeframe suitable for making determinations such as 
latency estimations Well before anomalies such as audio 
clipping or the like Will occur. It Will also be appreciated that 
While elements such as RF interface 712 and user interface 
713 are shoWn, such elements may be optional as the basic 
processing may be performed in accordance With the present 
invention With input and output information associated With 
RF interface 712 and user interface 713 being externally 
provided. Further While memory 714 is shoWn as a separate 
module Within unit 701, it Will be appreciated that memory 
714 may be included Within processor 710 as Would be 
appreciated by one of ordinary skill. 

[0053] The inventive principles and concepts discussed 
and described above largely With reference to Push-to-Talk 
communications/services, also advantageously apply to 
other communications betWeen, for example, mobile units or 
devices for communications/services such as push to video 
or other ?le transfer applications and text messaging. With 
?le transfer applications the target address(s) can be sent via 
the access channel if that Will result in the respective target 
unit or device being assigned to or placed on the traf?c 
channel sooner and if not the target address or remaining 
target addresses can be sent via the assigned traffic channel. 
In either event the target unit(s) Will on average be assigned 
to the traf?c channel earlier and thus ?le transfers can begin 
sooner. For some ?les, such as text messaging Where the ?le 
siZe is relatively smaller, for example, SMS ?les or the like, 
the text message can be sent over the access channel, When 
doing so Will result in the target unit being sent the text 
message sooner, for example a paging slot earlier. 

[0054] This disclosure is intended to explain hoW to 
fashion and use various embodiments in accordance With the 
invention rather than to limit the true, intended, and fair 
scope and spirit thereof. The foregoing description is not 
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the 
precise form disclosed. Modi?cations or variations are pos 
sible in light of the above teachings. The embodiment(s) Was 
chosen and described to provide the best illustration of the 
principles of the invention and its practical application, and 
to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to utiliZe the 
invention in various embodiments and With various modi 
?cations as are suited to the particular use contemplated. All 
such modi?cations and variations are Within the scope of the 
invention as determined by the appended claims, as may be 
amended during the pendency of this application for patent, 
and all equivalents thereof, When interpreted in accordance 
With the breadth to Which they are fairly, legally, and 
equitably entitled. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for reducing delay associated With a call 

set-up for a call betWeen an originating communication unit 
and a target communication unit in a radio access system 
(RAS), the method comprising: 

initiating the call betWeen the originating communication 
unit and the target communication unit prior to a 
channel assignment; 

estimating a ?rst latency betWeen an initiation time asso 
ciated With the call and a ?rst time When the target 
communication unit is capable of receiving a noti?ca 
tion of the call; 
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estimating a second latency betWeen the initiation time 
and a second time When the target communication unit 
is capable of receiving the noti?cation of the call; and 

sending an address associated With the target communi 
cation unit to the RAS on one of a ?rst channel and a 
second channel based on the ?rst latency and the 
second latency. 

2. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein: 

the call includes a group call, 

the target communication unit is one of a plurality of 
target communication units associated With the group 
call, each of the plurality of target communication units 
having a respective address, 

the estimating the ?rst latency further includes estimating 
a respective ?rst latency betWeen the initiation time and 
a respective ?rst time When the each of the plurality of 
target communication units is capable of receiving the 
noti?cation of the call, 

the estimating the second latency further includes esti 
mating a respective second latency betWeen the initia 
tion time and a respective second time When the each 
of the plurality of target communication units is 
capable of receiving the noti?cation of the call, and 

the sending the address includes sending the respective 
address associated With the each of the plurality of 
target communication units to the RAS on one of the 
?rst channel and the second channel based on the 
respective ?rst latency and the respective second 
latency. 

3. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
second time includes one of: a call processing time associ 
ated With the originating communication unit; a ?rst channel 
message transfer time associated With the originating com 
munication unit sending the address associated With the 
target communication unit to the RAS on the ?rst channel; 
a ?rst call processing time associated With the RAS; a 
second channel assignment time associated With the origi 
nating communication unit, the RAS, and the second chan 
nel; a second channel message transfer time associated With 
the originating communication unit sending the address 
associated With the target communication unit to the RAS on 
the second channel; and a second call processing time 
associated With the RAS. 

4. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the ?rst 
time includes one of a call processing time associated With 
the originating communication unit, a ?rst channel message 
transfer time associated With the originating communication 
unit sending the address associated With the target commu 
nication unit to the RAS on the ?rst channel, and a ?rst call 
processing time associated With the RAS. 

5. Amethod in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the RAS 
includes one of a Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) 
RAS, a Global System Mobile (GSM) RAS, Universal 
Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS) RAS, a Data 
Only (DO) RAS, a High Rate Packet Data (HRPD) RAS, a 
High Speed DoWnlink Packet Access (HSDPA) RAS, a 
Wireless Local Area NetWork (WLAN) RAS, and a Evolu 
tion Data Voice (EVDV) RAS. 

6. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the 
estimating the ?rst latency and the second latency includes 
comparing the ?rst time and the second time With a Wake up 
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time for the target communication unit using a time value 
associated With the RAS and a slot offset time associated 
With the target communication unit. 

7. A method in accordance With claim 1, Wherein the ?rst 
channel includes an access channel and the second channel 
includes a dedicated traf?c channel. 

8. A method for reducing delay in a group call setup for 
a group call betWeen an originating communication unit and 
a plurality of target communication units in a radio access 
system (RAS), the method comprising: 

sorting a list of addresses associated With the plurality of 
target communication units according to a latency 
value betWeen a ?rst time and a second time associated 
With each of the plurality of target communication 
units, the list sorted to provide one or more ?rst 
addresses to be transmitted to the RAS over a ?rst 
channel and one or more second addresses to be 
transmitted to the RAS over a second channel, the 
sorting performed When the group call set-up is 
impending; and 

initiating, at the ?rst time, the group call betWeen the 
originating communication unit and the plurality of 
target communication units by transmitting the ?rst 
addresses from the originating communication unit to 
the RAS over the ?rst channel. 

9. A method in accordance With claim 8, Wherein the 
second time includes one of: a call processing time associ 
ated With the originating communication unit; a ?rst channel 
message transfer time associated With the originating com 
munication unit sending the ?rst addresses to the RAS on the 
?rst channel; a ?rst call processing time associated With the 
RAS; a second channel assignment time associated With the 
originating communication unit; a second channel message 
transfer time associated With the originating communication 
unit sending the second addresses to the RAS on the second 
channel; and a second call processing time associated With 
the RAS. 

10. Amethod in accordance With claim 8, Wherein the ?rst 
time includes a Push To Talk (PTT) time. 

11. Amethod in accordance With claim 8, Wherein the ?rst 
channel includes an access channel and the second channel 
includes a dedicated channel. 

12. A method in accordance With claim 8, Wherein the 
RAS includes one of: a Code Division Multiple Access 
(CDMA) RAS, a Global System Mobile (GSM) RAS, 
Universal Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS) 
RAS, a Data Only (DO) RAS, a High Rate Packet Data 
(HRPD) RAS, a High Speed DoWnlink Packet Access 
(HSDPA) RAS, a Wireless Local Area Network (WLAN) 
RAS, and a Evolution Data Voice (EVDV) RAS. 

13. An apparatus in a radio access system (RAS) capable 
of participating in a call, the apparatus comprising: 

an interface capable of coupling to the RAS and a target 
communication unit; 

a memory; and 

a processor coupled to the memory and the interface, the 
memory storing instructions for causing the processor 
to: 
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estimate a ?rst time delay associated With completing 
the call With the target communication unit if an 
address of the target communication unit is trans 
mitted to the RAS over a ?rst channel; and 

estimate a second time delay associated With complet 
ing the call With the target communication unit if the 
address of the target communication unit is trans 
mitted to the RAS over a second channel, 

Wherein the completing the call includes a noti?cation 
time When a noti?cation of the call is capable of being 
received. 

14. An apparatus in accordance With claim 13, Wherein 
the instructions further cause the processor to initiate the call 
by sending the address associated With the target commu 
nication unit to the RAS on one of the ?rst channel and the 
second channel based on one of the ?rst time delay and the 
second time delay. 

15. An apparatus in accordance With claim 13, Wherein 
the ?rst time delay and the second time delay include an 
elapsed time betWeen an initiation time of the call and one 
of a Wake up time, a Talk Permit Tone (TPT) time, and a 
response time When a response to the noti?cation associated 
With the call is received. 

16. An apparatus in accordance With claim 15, Wherein 
the time When the call is initiated includes a Push To Talk 
(PTT) time. 

17. An apparatus in accordance With claim 13, Wherein 
the RAS includes one of: a Code Division Multiple Access 

(CDMA) RAS, a Global System Mobile (GSM) RAS, 
Universal Mobile Telecommunication System (UMTS) 
RAS, a Data Only (DO) RAS, a High Rate Packet Data 
(HRPD) RAS, a High Speed DoWnlink Packet Access 
(HSDPA) RAS, a Wireless Local Area NetWork (WLAN) 
RAS, and an Evolution Data Voice (EVDV) RAS. 

18. An apparatus in accordance With claim 13, Wherein: 

the call includes a group call, 

the target communication unit is one of a plurality of 
target communication units associated With the group 
call, 

the processor, in the estimating the ?rst time delay is 
further con?gured to: 

estimate a respective ?rst latency associated With When 
each of the plurality of target communication units is 
capable of receiving the noti?cation associated With 
the call if address information associated With the 
each is sent on a ?rst channel; 

estimate a respective second latency associated With 
When each of the plurality of target communication 
units is capable of receiving the noti?cation associ 
ated With the call if the address information associ 
ated With the each is sent on a second channel, and 

send the address information associated With the each 
of the plurality of target communication units to the 
RAS on one of the ?rst channel and the second 
channel based on one or more of the respective ?rst 
latency and the respective second latency. 

* * * * * 


