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(57) ABSTRACT 

Atelescoping expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, in one 
embodiment, is an apparatus. The rod includes a ?rst rod 
component. The ?rst rod component includes a curved 
segment having a ?rst radius of curvature and an inner 
diameter and a straight segment having the same inner 
diameter. The straight segment and curved segment form a 
unitary component. The rod includes a second rod compo 
nent. The second rod component includes a curved segment 
also having the ?rst radius of curvature and having an outer 
diameter slightly smaller than the inner diameter of the ?rst 
rod component. The second rod component also includes a 
straight segment having the same outer diameter, With the 
straight segment and curved segment forming a unitary 
component. Moreover, the rod may come With a ?rst sWivel 
bracket Which may be connected to the ?rst rod component 
at the straight segment. The rod also may come With a ?rst 
Wall bracket Which may be coupled to the ?rst sWivel 
bracket. Similarly, the rod may come With a second sWivel 
bracket Which may be coupled to the second rod component 
at the straight segment. LikeWise, the rod may come With a 
sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket and 
the straight segment. Moreover, the rod may come With a 
second Wall bracket Which may be coupled to the second 
sWivel bracket. 
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TELESCOPING EXPANDABLE SHOWER 
CURTAIN ROD 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY 

[0001] This application claims priority to Application ser. 
No. 093207558, ?led May 14, 2004, in TaiWan and issued as 
Utility Model M 259557 on Mar. 21, 2005, Which is incor 
porated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] ShoWer curtain rods traditionally are straight. 
HoWever, curved shoWer curtain rods have been seen in 
some environments, and they appear to provide greater 
volume in a shoWer. Unfortunately, a curved shoWer curtain 
rod must be ?t to a shoWer enclosure. Thus, either a shoWer 
enclosure must be a standard siZe (not alWays simple in a 
real-World house With signi?cant variations) or the shoWer 
curtain rod must be somehoW customiZable. 

[0003] ShoWer enclosures Where curved rods may be 
appropriate are often as individual as the homeoWners Who 
use them. A small bath may be ?t into a space With a large 
shelf for sitting or for bathing accessories (e.g. soap, sham 
poo, etc.). A vintage tub on feet may be positioned close to 
an existing Wall-mounted shoWer-head. Such unusual con 
?gurations may require varying siZes of shoWer curtain rods, 
and curved rods may be appropriate. 

[0004] Curved shoWer curtain rods are knoWn to be avail 
able in a standard siZe, Without alloWing for customiZation. 
They are not knoWn to be provided in a telescoping expand 
able format, Where the shoWer curtain rod is easily adjust 
able at the time of installation to ?t various different siZed 
shoWer enclosures. Thus, it may be useful to provide a 
system With a curved shoWer curtain rod Which may be 
adjusted by a homeoWner With relatively little expertise at 
the time of installation. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] An telescoping expandable curved shoWer curtain 
rod, in one embodiment, is an apparatus. The rod includes a 
?rst rod component. The ?rst rod component includes a 
curved segment having a ?rst radius of curvature and an 
inner diameter and a straight segment having the same inner 
diameter. The straight segment and curved segment form a 
unitary component. The rod includes a second rod compo 
nent. The second rod component includes a curved segment 
also having the ?rst radius of curvature and having an outer 
diameter slightly smaller than the inner diameter of the ?rst 
rod component. The second rod component also includes a 
straight segment having the same outer diameter, With the 
straight segment and curved segment forming a unitary 
component. Moreover, the rod may come With a ?rst sWivel 
bracket Which may be connected to the ?rst rod component 
at the straight segment. The rod also may come With a ?rst 
Wall bracket Which may be coupled to the ?rst sWivel 
bracket. Similarly, the rod may come With a second sWivel 
bracket Which may be coupled to the second rod component 
at the straight segment. LikeWise, the rod may come With a 
sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket and 
the straight segment. Moreover, the rod may come With a 
second Wall bracket Which may be coupled to the second 
sWivel bracket. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] The present invention is illustrated in an exemplary 
manner by the accompanying draWings. The draWings 
should be understood as exemplary rather than limiting, as 
the scope of the invention is de?ned by the claims. 

[0007] FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a telescoping 
expandable shoWer curtain rod in an exploded top vieW. 

[0008] FIG. 2 illustrates an exploded perspective vieW of 
the brackets of FIG. 1. 

[0009] FIG. 3A illustrates an embodiment of a bracket 
useful With a shoWer rod. 

[0010] FIG. 3B illustrates another embodiment of a 
bracket useful With a shoWer rod. 

[0011] FIG. 3C illustrates yet another embodiment of a 
bracket useful With a shoWer rod. 

[0012] FIG. 3D illustrates still another embodiment of a 
bracket useful With a shoWer rod. 

[0013] FIG. 4A illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 1 in a 
top vieW. 

[0014] FIG. 4B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 1 in a 
perspective vieW. 

[0015] FIG. 5A illustrates an alternate embodiment of a 
telescoping expandable curved shoWer rod in a top vieW. 

[0016] FIG. 5B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 5A in 
a perspective vieW. 

[0017] FIG. 6 illustrates an exploded vieW of the brackets 
of FIG. 5A. 

[0018] FIG. 7 illustrates an alternate embodiment of a 
bracket and curved shoWer rod. 

[0019] FIG. 8 illustrates another alternate embodiment of 
a bracket and curved shoWer rod. 

[0020] FIG. 9A illustrates an embodiment of a combina 
tion curved and straight expandable shoWer rod in a top 
vieW. 

[0021] FIG. 9B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 9A in 
a perspective vieW. 

[0022] FIG. 10A illustrates yet another embodiment of a 
telescoping expandable curved shoWer rod in a top vieW. 

[0023] FIG. 10B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 10A 
in a perspective vieW. 

[0024] FIG. 11A illustrates still another embodiment of a 
telescoping expandable curved shoWer rod in a top vieW. 

[0025] FIG. 11B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 11A 
in a perspective vieW. 

[0026] FIG. 12 illustrates a perspective vieW of an 
embodiment of a Wall attachment for a telescoping expand 
able curved shoWer rod. 

[0027] FIG. 13 illustrates a front vieW of the embodiment 
of FIG. 12. 

[0028] FIG. 14 illustrates a side vieW of the embodiment 
of FIG. 12. 
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[0029] FIG. 15 illustrates a perspective vieW of another 
embodiment of a Wall attachment for a telescoping expand 
able curved shower rod. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0030] A telescoping expandable shoWer curtain rod is 
provided. The speci?c embodiments described in this docu 
ment represent exemplary instances of the present invention, 
and are illustrative in nature rather than restrictive in terms 
of the scope of the present invention. The scope of the 
invention is de?ned by the claims. 

[0031] An expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, in one 
embodiment, is an apparatus. The rod includes a ?rst rod 
component. The ?rst rod component includes a curved 
segment having a ?rst radius of curvature and an inner 
diameter and a straight segment having the same inner 
diameter. The straight segment and curved segment form a 
unitary component. The rod includes a second rod compo 
nent. The second rod component includes a curved segment 
also having the ?rst radius of curvature and having an outer 
diameter slightly smaller than the inner diameter of the ?rst 
rod component. The second rod component also includes a 
straight segment having the same outer diameter, With the 
straight segment and curved segment forming a unitary 
component. 

[0032] Moreover, the rod may come With a ?rst sWivel 
bracket Which may be connected to the ?rst rod component 
at the straight segment. The rod also may come With a ?rst 
Wall bracket Which may be coupled to the ?rst sWivel 
bracket. Similarly, the rod may come With a second sWivel 
bracket Which may be coupled to the second rod component 
at the straight segment. LikeWise, the rod may come With a 
sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket and 
the straight segment. Moreover, the rod may come With a 
second Wall bracket Which may be coupled to the second 
sWivel bracket. 

[0033] In the folloWing description, for purposes of expla 
nation, numerous speci?c details are set forth in order to 
provide a thorough understanding of the invention. It Will be 
apparent, hoWever, to one skilled in the art that the invention 
can be practiced Without these speci?c details. In other 
instances, structures and devices are shoWn in block diagram 
form in order to avoid obscuring the invention. 

[0034] Reference in the speci?cation to “one embodi 
ment” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature, 
structure, or characteristic described in connection With the 
embodiment is included in at least one embodiment of the 
invention. The appearances of the phrase “in one embodi 
ment” in various places in the speci?cation are not neces 
sarily all referring to the same embodiment, nor are separate 
or alternative embodiments mutually exclusive of other 
embodiments. 

[0035] Turning to the illustrated embodiments, expand 
able shoWer curtain rods are provided in a variety of 
embodiments. FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a tele 
scoping expandable shoWer curtain rod in an exploded top 
vieW. FIG. 2 illustrates an exploded perspective vieW of the 
brackets of FIG. 1. FIG. 4A illustrates the embodiment of 
FIG. 1 in a top vieW as mounted. FIG. 4B illustrates the 
embodiment of FIG. 1 in a perspective vieW as assembled. 

[0036] ShoWer curtain rod assembly 100 includes adjust 
able rod segments, sWivel brackets, Wall brackets, and 
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fasteners. Curved rod segments 110 and 120 make up the 
bulk of the length of the shoWer curtain rod. Segment 110 
typically has an inner diameter similar to the outer diameter 
of segment 120, alloWing for a friction ?t When segment 120 
is rotated Within segment 110. Segments 120 and 110 alloW 
for adjustment of the length of the assembly When the 
friction ?t is not engaged. Typically, segments 120 and 110 
are formed With essentially the same radius of curvature or 
shape, alloWing segment 120 to slide Within segment 110. In 
some embodiments, an intervening sleeve is placed betWeen 
segments 110 and 120 (or similar segments), With the 
intervening sleeve having inner and outer diameters closely 
matched to adjacent diameters of the segments 110 and 120, 
thus facilitating the sliding and friction ?tting of the tWo 
components. 
[0037] At the ends of segments 110 and 120, straight 
portions of the segments are provided. Thus, rod segment 
130 is connected to segment 110, and rod segment 140 is 
connected to segment 120. Preferably, segment 130 and 
segment 110 form a unitary component, either as a result of 
an essentially permanent connection (eg a Weld) or from 
formation of a single component With the tWo segments (eg 
through drop-forging or molding, for example). Similarly, 
segments 120 and 140 may either be joined or formed as one 
component. 

[0038] In this embodiment, the shoWer rod is mounted to 
a Wall or enclosure of a shoWer through use of brackets. 
Various forms of mounting may be used, and other embodi 
ments of mounting brackets described beloW may be suit 
able. Wall bracket 175 is attached to a Wall, for example. As 
illustrated, Wall inserts 180 are inserted into a Wall, and such 
inserts may, for example, expand Within a Wall or beyond a 
surface of a Wall to provide relatively secure attachment. In 
some Wall material (eg Wood), such inserts may not be 
needed, Whereas in other Wall material (eg dryWall) such 
inserts may be desirable. ScreWs 160 are illustrated as 
attaching Wall bracket 175 to a Wall, either through insertion 
into Wall inserts 180 or directly into the Wall. 

[0039] Coupled to Wall bracket 175 is sWivel bracket 150. 
SWivel bracket 150, as illustrated, includes a through hole on 
each side of the bracket. Peg 165 is inserted in the through 
holes of sWivel bracket 150, and through a through hole of 
Wall bracket 175, and is fastened to screW 170, Which goes 
through another through hole of Wall bracket 170, and 
potentially through one of the through holes of sWivel 
bracket 150. SWivel bracket is attached to a segment of the 
shoWer curtain rod, and the segment may be maintained 
through use of a set screW 155. Thus, one sWivel bracket 150 
may be attached to segment 130 and another sWivel bracket 
150 may be attached to segment 140. 

[0040] To alloW for use of essentially identical parts, a 
sleeve 190 may be introduced around segment 140, resulting 
in an outer diameter Which ?ts into the same sWivel bracket 
150 into Which segment 130 also ?ts. Note that sleeve 190 
may ?t entirely into a bracket 150, or may extend out of a 
bracket 150, as is illustrated in FIG. 4B, for example. Also, 
in some embodiments, peg 165 may pass through through 
holes in the segment of the shoWer curtain rod as Well as 
through the sWivel bracket 150, providing a more secure 
attachment betWeen sWivel bracket 150 and segment 140 or 
segment 130, for example. 
[0041] Other brackets and mounting components may be 
used. FIG. 3A illustrates an embodiment of a bracket useful 
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With a shower rod. Bracket 310 is a Wall bracket such as may 
be used With various shoWer curtain rods. Fixedly attached 
to the back of bracket 310 is adhesive strip 315, Which may 
be expected to adhere to a Wall. Covering adhesive strip 315 
is a cover 320 Which may block adhesion until the bracket 
310 is in position for mounting. Similarly, FIG. 3B illus 
trates another embodiment of a bracket useful With a shoWer 
rod. Bracket 330 may be used With various shoWer rod 
embodiments. Fixedly attached to the back to bracket 330 is 
suction cup 340, Which may be expected to attach bracket 
340 to a Wall. 

[0042] FIG. 3C illustrates yet another embodiment of a 
bracket useful With a shoWer rod. Bracket assembly 350 may 
be used With various shoWer rod embodiments, and includes 
a bracket, tWo magnets, and an adhesive strip. Bracket 355 
has ?xedly attached magnet 360 (e. g. a magnetic strip). Also 
used is magnet 365, Which is combined With adhesive strip 
370. Cover 375 prevents unWanted adhesion of adhesive 
strip 370. Thus, adhesive strip 370 may be adhered to a Wall, 
and the opposite polarities of magnets 360 and 365 may be 
used to thereby attach bracket 355 to a Wall. Additionally, 
FIG. 3D illustrates still another embodiment of a bracket 
useful With a shoWer rod. Bracket assembly 380 includes a 
bracket, a Wall mount, screWs and Wall inserts. Bracket 385 
may be used With various shoWer rod embodiments. Wall 
mount 390 may be attached to a Wall through use of screWs 
395, either alone or in conjunction With Wall inserts 397. 
Wall mount 390 includes a tab Which may mate With a slot 
of bracket 385, thereby securing bracket 385 to a Wall. 

[0043] Other embodiments of shoWer rod assemblies may 
be implemented, With various brackets such as those of FIG. 
3A, 3B, 3C or 3D. FIG. 5A illustrates an alternate embodi 
ment of a telescoping expandable curved shoWer rod in a top 
vieW. FIG. 5B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 5A in a 
perspective vieW. FIG. 6 illustrates an exploded vieW of the 
brackets of FIG. 5A. Assembly 500 includes shoWer rod 
segments, sWivel brackets, Wall brackets, and associated 
mounting hardWare. 
[0044] ShoWer rod segments 510 and 520 are shaped such 
that they have a common radius of curvature, With the inner 
diameter of segment 510 approximately the same (prefer 
ably slightly larger than) the outer diameter of segment 520. 
Curved sWivel brackets 550 mate With segments 510 and 
520, alloWing for mounting on a Wall. Thus, the collective 
length of segments 510 and 520 may be adjusted in a manner 
similar to that of segments 110 and 120, and then the 
segments may be mounted to a Wall of a shoWer enclosure. 

[0045] The mounting brackets may be similar to the 
mounting brackets of FIG. 2 or FIG. 3D, for example. 
HoWever, these mounting brackets include curved sWivel 
brackets 550, Which are adapted to receive the curved rod 
segments 510 and 520, rather than requiring intervening 
straight rod segments. Note that the smaller diameter rod 
segment 520 may require an insert or sleeve 590 to facilitate 
use of identical brackets on both ends of the shoWer curtain 
rod. The curved sWivel brackets 550 are held to the segments 
510 and 520 using set screWs 555, and are coupled to Wall 
brackets 575, such as through use of pegs 565 and screWs 
570, for example. The Wall brackets 575 may be attached to 
a Wall through use of screWs 580 or screWs 580 in Wall 

inserts (not shoWn). 
[0046] Other forms of attachment betWeen rod segments 
and brackets may also be used. FIG. 7 illustrates an alternate 
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embodiment of a bracket and curved shoWer rod. Rod 
segment 720 surrounds sleeve 790, Which is also surrounded 
by sWivel bracket 750. 

[0047] Thus, the outer diameters of segment 720 and 
sWivel bracket 750 are essentially the same, providing a 
relatively smooth transition from one component to the 
other. FIG. 8 illustrates another alternate embodiment of a 
bracket and curved shoWer rod. Rod segment 820 has an 
inner diameter approximately the same as the outer diameter 
of sWivel bracket 850, alloWing rod segment 820 to surround 
the projected part of sWivel bracket 850, With a set screW 
through both segment 820 and bracket 850 to hold the tWo 
components in place. 

[0048] ShoWer curtain rods may also be formed With 
curved and straight segments in a unitary piece, Where the 
straight segments are adjustable. FIG. 9A illustrates an 
embodiment of a combination curved and straight expand 
able shoWer rod in a top vieW. FIG. 9B illustrates the 
embodiment of FIG. 9A in a perspective vieW. ShoWer 
curtain rod assembly 900 includes tWo rod components, 
sWivel brackets and Wall brackets. Rod segments 910 and 
915 form a ?rst rod component, With segment 910 curved 
and segment 915 straight. Preferably, segments 910 and 915 
are formed as a unitary component, although they may be 
formed as separate components that are permanently 
attached (e.g. Welded). Similarly, a second rod component 
includes rod segments 920 and 925, With segment 920 
curved and segment 925 straight. 

[0049] In some embodiments, segments 910 and 920 have 
a similar or identical radius of curvature. Segment 915 has 
an inner diameter Which is similar to and slightly larger than 
the outer diameter of segment 925, thus alloWing for sliding 
adjustment of the collective length of the shoWer rod. 
Segments 910 and 920 may mate With sWivel brackets 950, 
and may be attached using set screWs 955. A sleeve over 
segment 920 may or may not be needed, as segment 920 
need not have the same outer diameter as segment 925. 
SWivel brackets 950 may be coupled to Wall brackets 975, 
and Wall brackets 975 may be mounted to a Wall using 
screWs 980. 

[0050] Yet another embodiment of a telescoping expand 
able curved shoWer rod may use suction cups for Wall 
attachment. FIG. 10A illustrates yet another embodiment of 
a telescoping expandable curved shoWer rod in a top vieW. 
FIG. 10B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 10A in a 
perspective vieW. ShoWer rod assembly 1000 includes tWo 
rod components, sWivel brackets, Wall brackets With suction 
cups, and associated attachment hardWare. 

[0051] A ?rst shoWer rod component includes curved 
segment 1010 and straight segment 1030, either formed as 
a single piece or permanently attached together to provide a 
unitary body. Similarly, curved segment 1020 and straight 
segment 1040 form a second shoWer rod component. Pref 
erably, a radius of curvature for segments 1010 and 1020 is 
nearly identical, and an inner diameter of segment 1010 is 
slightly larger than an outer diameter of segment 1020, 
alloWing for sliding of segment 1020 Within segment 1010, 
and friction ?tting of the tWo segments together. 

[0052] Segments 1030 and 1040 are connected to sWivel 
brackets 1050, With an intervening sleeve 1090 betWeen 
segment 1040 and bracket 1050. Set screWs 1055 maintain 



US 2005/0268394 Al 

the connection between segments 1030, 1040 and corre 
sponding brackets 1050. Swivel brackets 1050 are coupled 
to Wall brackets 1075 through use of pegs 1065, for example. 
Wall brackets 1075 are attached to a Wall through use of 
suction cups 1093, Which are ?xedly attached to or formed 
as part of Wall brackets 1075. 

[0053] Similarly, brackets Which are hidden by the shoWer 
rod may be used. FIG. 11A illustrates still another embodi 
ment of a telescoping expandable curved shoWer rod in a top 
vieW. FIG. 11B illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 11A in 
a perspective vieW. ShoWer rod assembly 1100 includes tWo 
rod components, sWivel and Wall brackets, and associated 
hardWare. 

[0054] Expandable shoWer curtain rod assembly begins 
With a ?rst rod component (segments 1110 and 1130) and a 
second rod component (segments 1120 and 1140). Segments 
1110 and 1120 preferably have essentially the same radius of 
curvature. Moreover, segment 1110 preferably has an inner 
diameter approximately that of the outer diameter of seg 
ment 1120, alloWing for tWo segments to slide one (1120) 
inside the other (1110). Afriction ?t betWeen segments 1110 
and 1120 may be obtained through use of an intervening 
sleeve, or through friction betWeen the tWo segments. Simi 
larly, segments 1110 and 1130 may be formed as a unitary 
body, either through attachment or formation as a single 
piece. Segments 1120 and 1140 may also be formed as a 
unitary body. 
[0055] Straight segments 1130 and 1140 mate With sWivel 
brackets 1150 by receiving the projections of sWivel brack 
ets 1150. In one embodiment, due to the smaller diameter of 
segment 1140, a connective sleeve 1190 is used. In another 
embodiment (not shoWn), the diameter of segment 1140 
expands toWard its end, alloWing it to receive bracket 1150. 
Thus, the ends of sWivel brackets 1150 are hidden by the 
shoWer curtain rod components. SWivel brackets 1150 may 
be secured to segments 1130 and 1140 using set screWs, for 
example. In more permanent settings, glue may be useful. 
SWivel brackets 1150 are coupled to Wall brackets 1175 
using pegs 1160, for example. Wall brackets 1175 may then 
be mounted to Walls using screWs 1180, for example. 

[0056] Brackets Without hinges may also be used With 
rods and rod segments. FIG. 12 illustrates a perspective 
vieW of an embodiment of a Wall attachment for a telescop 
ing expandable curved shoWer rod. Assembly 1200 includes 
a Wall bracket 1275 With a projecting receptacle 1250 
attached. The receptacle 1250 may be formed in a unitary 
piece With Wall bracket 1275, or as tWo separate and 
attachable components. Inserted into receptacle 1250 is a 
shoWer rod segment 1210, Which may be a segment of a 
telescoping expandable shoWer rod. ShoWer rod segment 
1210 may be held in receptacle 1250 by friction, compres 
sion (betWeen the tWo ends of the expanded shoWer rod) or 
by a set screW (not shoWn). Wall bracket 1275 may be 
attached to a Wall through use of screWs and through holes 
or adhesive (not shoWn), for example. 
[0057] FIG. 13 illustrates a front vieW of the embodiment 
of FIG. 12. Similarly, FIG. 14 illustrates a side vieW of the 
embodiment of FIG. 12. As is illustrated in FIG. 13, the 
receptacle 1250 emerges directly out of the Wall bracket 
1275—the Walls of receptacle 1250 are essentially perpen 
dicular to the surface of bracket 1275. HoWever, other 
embodiments may have an angled receptacle. In the embodi 
ments of assembly 1200, the receptacle is not hinged. 
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[0058] Another embodiment may use a hinged approach, 
Without speci?cally using a sWivel bracket. FIG. 15 illus 
trates a perspective vieW of another embodiment of a Wall 
attachment for a telescoping expandable curved shoWer rod. 
Assembly 1500 includes a Wall bracket, attached hinge 
receptacle, and an attached shoWer curtain rod. 

[0059] Wall bracket 1575 attaches to a Wall, such as 
through use of screWs or adhesive (not shoWn), for example. 
Hinge receptacle 1550 is a bracket formed as a unitary body 
With Wall bracket 1575 or as a separate attached component. 
Hinge receptacle receives an end of a shoWer rod, and is 
connected to that end through use of a screW 1565 and 

receptacle (nut—not shoWn), for example. 
[0060] A shoWer rod segment 1530 may be inserted 
betWeen tWo ?anges of hinge receptacle 1550, With screW 
1565 securing segment 1530 to receptacle 1550. ShoWer rod 
segment 1510 may form the main part of the segment, and 
be connected to segment 1530 through a narroWing portion 
of the segments 1510 and 1530. Thus, segments 1510 and 
1530 may form a single unitary component, With segment 
1530 adapted to ?t into hinge receptacle 1550. With segment 
1530 attached to hinge receptacle 1550, segments 1530 and 
1510 may be rotated to a variety of positions in an instal 
lation. 

[0061] Generally, sWivel brackets may be coupled to Wall 
brackets in a variety of Ways, to achieve a rotating or 
sWiveling effect. Hinges, or pieces With a more unitary 
construction may be used in some embodiments. Similarly, 
various brackets described may be used With various shoWer 
curtain rod embodiments, such that a suction cup or mag 
netic attachment may be appropriate Whether the rod is 
inserted into the sWivel bracket or the rod received the 
sWivel bracket, for example. Moreover, different types of 
sWivel brackets or Wall attachments may be used in combi 
nation—With a suction bracket attached to a shoWer tile on 
one end of a shoWer rod and a bracket attached to a plaster 
or Wooden Wall using screWs, for example. 

[0062] Features and aspects of various embodiments may 
be integrated into other embodiments, and embodiments 
illustrated in this document may be implemented Without all 
of the features or aspects illustrated or described. One skilled 
in the art Will appreciate that although speci?c examples and 
embodiments of the system and methods have been 
described for purposes of illustration, various modi?cations 
can be made Without deviating from the spirit and scope of 
the present invention. For example, features of one embodi 
ment may be incorporated into other embodiments, even 
Where those features are not described together in a single 
embodiment Within the present document. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A telescoping expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, 

comprising: 

a ?rst rod component including: 

a curved segment having a ?rst radius of curvature and an 
inner diameter; 

and 

a straight segment having the inner diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 
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a second rod component including: 

a curved segment also having the ?rst radius of curvature 
and having an outer diameter slightly smaller than the 
inner diameter of the ?rst rod component; 

and 

a straight segment having the outer diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 

a ?rst sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst rod component 
at the straight segment; 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst sWivel bracket; 

a second sWivel bracket coupled to the second rod com 
ponent at the straight segment; 

a sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket 
and the straight segment; 

and 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second sWivel 
bracket. 

2. A telescoping expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, 
comprising: 

a ?rst rod component including: 

a curved segment having an inner diameter; 

and 

a straight segment having the inner diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 

a second rod component including: 

a curved segment having an outer diameter slightly 
smaller than the inner diameter of the unitary ?rst rod 
component; 

and 

a straight segment having the outer diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 

Wherein the straight segment of the ?rst rod component 
is formed to slidably receive the straight segment of 
the second rod component; 

a ?rst sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst rod com 
ponent at the curved segment; 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst sWivel bracket; 

a second sWivel bracket coupled to the second rod 
component at the curved segment; 

a sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket 
and the curved segment; 

and 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second sWivel 
bracket. 

3. An expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, comprising: 

a ?rst curved rod segment having a ?rst radius of curva 
ture and an inner diameter; 
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a second curved rod segment also having the ?rst radius 
of curvature and having an outer diameter slightly 
smaller than the inner diameter of the ?rst curved rod 
segment; 

a ?rst curved sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst curved 
rod segment and receiving the ?rst curved rod segment; 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst curved sWivel 
bracket; 

a second curved sWivel bracket coupled to the second 
curved rod segment and receiving the second curved 
rod segment; 

a sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket 
and the second curved rod segment; 

and 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second sWivel 
bracket. 

4. An expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, comprising: 

a ?rst rod component including: 

a curved segment having a ?rst radius of curvature and an 
inner diameter; 

and 

a straight segment having the inner diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 

a second rod component including: 

a curved segment also having the ?rst radius of curvature 
and having an outer diameter slightly smaller than the 
inner diameter of the unitary ?rst rod component; 

and 

a straight segment having the outer diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 

a ?rst sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst rod component 
at the straight segment, the straight segment receiving 
the ?rst sWivel bracket; 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst sWivel bracket; 

a second sWivel bracket coupled to the second rod com 
ponent at the straight segment, the straight segment 
receiving the second sWivel bracket; 

a sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket 
and the straight segment, the straight segment receiving 
the sleeve and the sleeve receiving the second sWivel 
bracket; 

and 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second sWivel 
bracket. 

5. An expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, comprising: 

a ?rst rod component including: 

a curved segment having an inner diameter; 
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and 

a straight segment having the inner diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 

a second rod component including: 

a curved segment having an outer diameter slightly 
smaller than the inner diameter of the unitary ?rst rod 
component; 

and 

a straight segment having the outer diameter, the straight 
segment and curved segment forming a unitary com 
ponent; 

Wherein the straight segment of the ?rst rod component is 
formed to slidably receive the straight segment of the 
second rod component; 

a ?rst sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst rod component 
at the curved segment, the curved segment receiving a 
projection of the ?rst sWivel bracket; 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst sWivel bracket; 

a second sWivel bracket coupled to the second rod com 
ponent at the curved segment, the curved segment 
receiving a projection of the second sWivel bracket; 

a sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket 
and the curved segment, the curved segment receiving 
the sleeve and the sleeve receiving the projection of the 
second sWivel bracket; 

and 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second sWivel 
bracket. 

6. An expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, comprising: 

a ?rst curved rod segment having a ?rst radius of curva 
ture and an inner diameter; 

a second curved rod segment also having the ?rst radius 
of curvature and having an outer diameter slightly 
smaller than the inner diameter of the ?rst curved rod 
segment; 

a ?rst curved sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst curved 
rod segment, the ?rst curved rod segment receiving the 
?rst curved sWivel bracket; 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst curved sWivel 
bracket, the ?rst Wall bracket having a suction cup for 
attachment to a Wall; 

a second curved sWivel bracket coupled to the second 
curved rod segment, the second curved rod segment 
receiving the second curved sWivel bracket; 

a sleeve intervening betWeen the second curved sWivel 
bracket and the second curved rod segment; 

and 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second curved sWivel 
bracket, the second Wall bracket having a suction cup 
for attachment to a Wall. 
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7. An apparatus, comprising: 

an expandable curved shoWer rod, including: 

a ?rst curved rod segment having a ?rst radius of curva 
ture and an inner diameter; 

a second curved rod segment also having the ?rst radius 
of curvature and having an outer diameter slightly 
smaller than the inner diameter of the ?rst curved rod 
segment; 

and 

Wherein the second curved rod segment and the ?rst 
curved rod segment are formed to alloW the second 
curved rod segment to move slidably Within the ?rst 
curved rod segment. 

8. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: 

a sleeve Within the ?rst curved rod segment, the sleeve 
having an outer diameter approximately the same as the 
inner diameter of the ?rst curved rod segment, the 
sleeve having an inner diameter approximately the 
same as the outer diameter of the second curved rod 
segment. 

9. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: 

a ?rst sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst curved rod 
segment 

10. The apparatus of claim 9, Wherein: 

the ?rst curved rod segment is received by the ?rst swivel 
bracket. 

11. The apparatus of claim 9, Wherein: 

the ?rst curved rod segment receives the ?rst sWivel 
bracket. 

12. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising: 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst sWivel bracket. 
13. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising: 

a second sWivel bracket coupled to the second curved rod 
segment 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, Wherein: 

the second curved rod segment receives the second sWivel 
bracket. 

15. The apparatus of claim 13, Wherein: 

the second curved rod segment is received by the second 
sWivel bracket. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15, Wherein: 

a sleeve intervenes betWeen the second sWivel bracket and 
the second curved rod segment. 

17. The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising: 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second sWivel 
bracket. 

18. The apparatus of claim 17, Wherein: 

the ?rst Wall bracket and the second Wall bracket have 
throughholes in a back plate of each Wall bracket. 

19. The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising: 

a plurality of screWs siZed to ?t through throughholes of 
the ?rst Wall bracket and second Wall bracket. 

20. A telescoping expandable curved shoWer curtain rod, 
comprising: 
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a ?rst curved rod segment having a ?rst radius of curva 
ture and an inner diameter; 

a second curved rod segment also having the ?rst radius 
of curvature and having an outer diameter slightly 
smaller than the inner diameter of the ?rst curved rod 
segment; 

a ?rst curved sWivel bracket connected to the ?rst curved 
rod segment, the ?rst curved rod segment receiving the 
?rst curved sWivel bracket; 

a ?rst Wall bracket coupled to the ?rst curved sWivel 
bracket; 
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a second curved sWivel bracket coupled to the second 
curved rod segment, the second curved rod segment 
receiving the second curved sWivel bracket; 

a sleeve intervening betWeen the second sWivel bracket 
and the second curved rod segment; 

and 

a second Wall bracket coupled to the second sWivel 
bracket. 


