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(54) PET ACCESSORY WITH WIRELESS (57) ABSTRACT 
TELEPHONIC VOICE TRANSMITTER _ _ _ _ _ _ 

The present invention is a system for communicating a voice 
. - - si nal or audio messa e initiated over otentiall reat (76) Inventor' Shlrley Langer’ Ronmg H1115’ CA (Us) diitances and deliveragle to an unattended animZLgand 

_ comprises a base unit and a Wireless receiver. Voice signals 
Correspondence Address‘ or commands for delivering an audio message is sent over a 
FULWIDER PATTON LEE & UTECHT’ LLP telephone line, paging system, or other global communica 
200 OCEANGATE’ SUITE 1550 tion netWork to the base unit Which includes a transmitter. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90802 (Us) The transmitter sends via Wireless communication the voice 

signal or an audio message from the transmitter to a local 
(21) Appl- NO-I 10/852,771 receiver secured to a pet collar or the like. The system 

transmits live audio signals (converted from voice inputs 
(22) Filedi May 20, 2004 using the telephone connection) in real time over great 

distances, and may also send pre-recorded messages to the 
PllbliCHtiOIl ClaSSi?CatiOIl pet using telephone touch tone signals to select and initiate 

the deliver of the messages to the pet. The receiver is 
(51) Int. Cl.7 ................................................... ..A01K 15/02 preferably worn on the pet and includes a Speaker and 

Wireless receiver for converting the Wireless signals sent by 
(52) US. Cl. ............................................................ .. 119/712 the transmitter into audio signals emitted by the speakers. 
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PET ACCESSORY WITH WIRELESS TELEPHONIC 
VOICE TRANSMITTER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention is directed to a pet commu 
nication device, and more particularly to a system including 
a device carried on a pet collar or at a stationary location 
near an animal’s resting place that receives Wireless signals 
from a local transmitter and converts said Wireless signals to 
an audio response, and Where the audio response is derived 
from a live audio stream communicated to the local trans 
mitter via a remote telephone or from a set of pre-recorded 
messages. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The bond betWeen a pet and its oWner can be 
among the strongest relationships in a person’s life. Many 
pet oWners report that they consider their pets to be part of 
the family, and as a result may pet oWners take great care to 
tend to their pet’s needs as Well as their comfort. In 2003, it 
has been reported that pet oWners Will spend over 33 billion 
dollars on products that cater to pets in one form or another. 
Much attention in this market has been spent recently on 
upscale products that cater to affluent or indulgent pet 
oWners Who seek to pamper their pet With special conve 
niences and amenities, such as gourmet pet foods, pet 
apparel, and pet furniture. For some pet oWners, nothing is 
too good for their pet. 

[0003] One area of particular interest that has not been the 
subject of much attention, but Which is present is virtually all 
of the instances of pet oWnership, is the concern over a pet’s 
isolation When the oWner is aWay. Whether the separation is 
due to the oWner Working all day, traveling, vacationing, or 
merely that the oWner is at one of many locations that does 
not permit the pet to accompany it, there may eXist a strong 
desire on the oWner’s part to communicate With the pet. The 
oWner is often concerned about the pet’s isolation and the 
pet craves contact With its oWner When left alone. Yet 
heretofore there is little in the Way of technology that Will 
alloW a pet oWner situated at a remote location to contact his 
or her pet and ensure that the pet Will receive the message. 
The frustration in an absence of any reliable means for 
communicating to one’s pet can be extreme to a pet oWner. 

[0004] While the need for remote communication With 
one’s pet is largely ignored, there eXists devices in the prior 
art to convey commands, particularly to corral or limit a 
pet’s movement. For example, US. Pat. No. 4,967,696 to 
Tobias purports to disclose a dog collar With a receiver unit 
that can broadcast a tone or human message conducted at a 

local transmitter. In one embodiment, the receiver emits a 
tone that may be outside the audible range of humans but 
perceived by the canine, While in another embodiment the 
receiver includes an ampli?er and speaker that emits a 
human voice. The Tobias device acts as a local, one-Way 
Walkie talkie that alloWs short range communication pet. 
Another hand-held RF transmitter and matched RF receiver 
on a dog collar is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,745,882 to 
Yarnall, Sr. et al. Yarnall’s device is directed to a pet 
con?nement system that emits either an electric shock or 
alarm if the animal attempts to eXit a con?nement Zone, and 
signals a base station that the animal has approached the 
boundaries of the con?nement area. In Arthur et al., US. Pat. 
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No. 5,207,179, a pet con?nement system is disclosed 
Wherein the pet is out?tted With a collar that includes an RF 
receiver and a digital voice recorder that alloWs playback of 
pre-recorded audio messages. The playback is triggered by 
the proximity of the dog’s collar, Which includes an antenna, 
With a loop antenna placed around the boundary Which 
broadcasts the RF signal encoded With a spoken command. 
As the animal approaches the con?nement boundary, the 
receiver picks up the signals and broadcasts the decoded 
message as audible speech. 

[0005] The foregoing disclose apparatus for eXtending 
communication betWeen a pet and an oWner in a local area, 

but lack the capacity to alloW communication from distances 
beyond the limits of the receiver/transmitter range—typi 
cally on the order of one mile or less. Thus, the devices can 
be used for oWners With large properties to communicate 
over short distances With animals that are alloWed to eXplore 
and roam. HoWever, there devices described above do not 
permit a pet oWner at a remote location (Work, vacation, etc.) 
to communicate With his or her pet, and the pet oWner is left 
knoWing that the beloved pet may be Without human con 
tact—or at least its oWner’s voice—for the duration of the 
oWner’s stay. This may cause the oWner to be depressed over 
missing the animal and the separation may also manifest 
itself in the animal’s behavior. Therefore, there is a need in 
the art for a device and system that alloWs a pet oWner to 
communicate through long distances With his pet at any 
time, Without additional human involvement or limitations 
on distance betWeen the oWner and the pet. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention is a digital playback system 
controlled by telephone or other global netWork for com 
municating a real-time voice stream or pre-recorded audio 
messages initiated remotely and deliverable locally to an 
animal. The voice steam and/or command for delivering an 
audio message is sent over a telephone line or other global 
communication netWork to a local transmitter, Which in turn 
sends via Wireless communication electromagnetic signals 
corresponding to the voice stream or audio message stored 
in the transmitter to a local receiver secured to a pet collar 
or the like. The local receiver Worn on the pet (preferably on 
the collar) or located near Where a pet can be ordinarily be 
found (such as a resting place) includes a speaker and 
ampli?er that converts radio signals back into an original 
voice stream or audio message, Where the voice stream or 
audio message is played through the speaker to the animal. 
By using a telephone or other global netWork (such as the 
internet accessible via a Web site) to initiate and relay the 
remote oWner’s message to the Wireless transmitter, the 
present invention alloWs a pet oWner to provide a verbal 
communication in the form of commands, greetings, or 
conversation to his pet even if the oWner is in a different city 
or even a different country. The system can transmit live 
audio signals (converted from voice inputs) in real time over 
great distances, and can also be used by the remote oWner to 
send pre-recorded messages to the pet using the telephone 
keypad to convey commands to the transmitter to transmit a 
selected message to the animal Without further human 
interaction. Further, the system can be programmed to send 
messages on a particular schedule or randomly throughout 
the day. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0007] FIG. 1 is an elevated, perspective vieW of a ?rst 
embodiment of the receiver component of the present inven 
tion secured to a canine collar; 

[0008] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW of the receiver of 
FIG. 1 along sectional line 2-2; 

[0009] FIG. 3 is a schematic depiction of an embodiment 
of the present invention; 

[0010] FIG. 4 is an enlarged, front vieW of the receiver of 
FIG. 1; 

[0011] FIG. 5 is a sectional, cross-sectional vieW taken 
along sectional lines 5-5 of the receiver of FIG. 4; 

[0012] FIG. 6 is an elevated, perspective vieW of a 
recharging cradle for storing the receiver of FIG. 1; 

[0013] FIG. 7 is an elevated, perspective vieW of the 
cradle of FIG. 6 storing the receiver of FIG. 1; 

[0014] FIG. 8 is an enlarged, cross-sectional vieW of the 
mating of the receiver of FIG. 1 and the cradle of FIG. 6 
along sectional lines 8-8 shoWing the connection of the 
recharging terminals; and 

[0015] FIG. 9 is an enlarged, cross-sectional vieW of the 
receiver of FIG. 1 and the cradle of FIG. 6 taken along 
sectional lines 9-9 of FIG. 8 shoWing the circuit board of the 
receiver and terminal connections betWeen the receiver and 
the cradle. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0016] The present invention is directed to a system for 
communicating telephonically (or using other global net 
Works) across potentially great distances With an animal 
Where such communication requires no human interaction to 
relay the audio message to the animal eXcept to place the 
telephone call itself. That is, a pet oWner can communicate 
directly With its unattended pet When the pet oWner is aWay 
from home. This alloWs the pet oWner to take comfort in the 
fact that an unattended pet can hear its oWner’s voice during 
eXtended periods of separation and even across great dis 
tances. Previously, one’s only hope of communicating With 
one’s pet from a distance Would be to turn up the volume on 
an ordinary ansWering machine, and then telephone the 
ansWering machine in the hope that the animal Would 
happen to be Within earshot of the ansWering machine 
during the call and hear the message broadcast through the 
ansWering machine. HoWever, this technique had no guar 
antee that the animal Would be Within hearing range of the 
machine at the time of the message and no Way of verifying 
that the animal actually receives the message. The present 
invention assures the pet oWner that the message Will be 
delivered to the animal Where ever the animal is, as long as 
the animal is Within the range of the Wireless transmitter. 

[0017] The present invention utiliZes telephone ansWering 
device comprising a base unit including a Wireless trans 
mitter, and a separate small portable receiver communicat 
ing With the base unit’s transmitter. Graphically, FIG. 3 
depicts the base unit 15 incorporating a telephone call 
receiver/Wireless transmitter combination, and a Wireless 
receiver 20 in communication With the base unit. The 
Wireless link betWeen the base unit 15 and the Wireless 
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receiver 20 is graphically represented by reference arroW 25. 
The base unit 15 is connected to a standard telephone line 
that alloWs calls to be placed to the base unit 15 from 
anyWhere in the World Where telephone service is available. 
Reference arroW 30 graphically represents the connection 
betWeen a pet oWner’s call-placing telephone 35 and the 
call-receiving base unit 15. 

[0018] In a ?rst embodiment, a telephonic connection may 
be established betWeen the remote telephone 35 and the base 
unit 15, Whereupon the base unit can be commanded via the 
telephone link to perform speci?ed operations using a touch 
tone key pad on the telephone. On most telephones, depress 
ing the key pad buttons emit speci?c tones that can be 
recogniZed by the base unit and used to send commands to 
the base unit. Thus, a tone or sequence of tones sent at the 
remote telephone 35 are received and translated by the base 
unit 15 into various commands corresponding to the opera 
tion of the invention. The base unit preferably includes a 
processor programmed to carry out the operations disclosed 
beloW, including recognition of touch tone telephone sig 
nals. By programming the base unit to recogniZe and 
respond to the tones in a designated manner, the base unit 
can be con?gured to automatically carry out operations 
Without the need for human supervision. For eXample, a ?rst 
command may be to initiate a communication link 25 With 
the portable receiver 20 Which is carried by an animal 40. 
After the Wireless link 25 is established betWeen the base 
unit 15 and the portable receiver 20, audio signals can be 
relayed to the receiver that are converted by the receiver 20 
into sound corresponding to either the originating telephone 
call or pre-recorded messages stored in the base unit. 

[0019] Once the communication link 25 is established, 
voice signals originating at the remote telephone 35 may be 
communicated across the telephone line 30 to the base unit, 
and then relayed at the base unit 15 using the Wireless 
transmitter to the portable receiver 20. That is, the Wireless 
transmitter of the base unit 15 converts the voice signals 
received over the telephone line 30 into electromagnetic 
Waves that are emitted Wirelessly using an RF or other 
carrier Wave throughout a local area determined by the range 
of the transmitter/receiver combination. At the portable 
receiver 20, the electromagnetic Waves or pulses are 
acquired and converted into audio signals corresponding to 
the original voice signals of the caller at telephone 35. The 
audio signals are ampli?ed and directed to a speaker Where 
the voice signals are reproduced, alloWing the person plac 
ing the call in a remote location to “talk” With the animal 40. 

[0020] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
base unit 15 includes a memory for storing one or more 
pre-recorded audio messages that can be remotely activated 
either by directly dialing the base unit or using a Wireless 
paging system. For eXample, a message can be stored in the 
base unit 15 in the oWner’s voice that greets the animal in a 
familiar or accustomed manner and uses the animal’s name. 

Another message can include a command to return to its 
dWelling or to go outside, or any other voice commands that 
the animal has been trained to obey. As one can surmise, 
various greetings, commands, and other communications 
can be stored in the memory of the base unit. Using the 
remote telephone 35, the pet oWner can call or page the base 
unit 15 and, employing the touch pad on the remote tele 
phone, instruct the base unit to communicate any of the 
stored messages to the animal 40. The transmitter of the base 
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unit 15 recalls from the memory the selected message or 
command and Wirelessly transmits the selected message to 
the receiver 20 in the manner described above. One bene?t 
of this feature is that anyone can initiate the telephone call, 
so that a neighbor or friend of the pet oWner can cause the 
machine to communicate the pet oWner’s voice to the animal 
40 if the pet oWner is indisposed or unable to place a 
telephone call. Another bene?t of the feature is that the 
recorded message Will be familiar to the animal after several 
repetitions, and that the animal Will recogniZe the voice and 
be comforted by it. In another embodiment, the system can 
be record an audio message over the telephone for future 
playback, Where the recorded message can be incorporated 
into the library of pre-recorded messages available to send 
to the animal. 

[0021] The receiver 20 is preferably carried on a pet or 
domestic animal using a standard animal collar 55 or similar 
attachment that ensures the receiver cannot be dislodged or 
removed by the animal. One embodiment of the receiver is 
shoWn in FIG. 1 in Which the receiver is encased in a 
decorative but protective housing 50 in the shape of a dog 
bone. Of course, other shapes are possible such as a fetching 
stick or, in the case of a house cat, a “mouse.” The housing 
50 is made of a durable, light Weight plastic material that is 
easily formed into a holloW tubular structure that shields the 
electronics of the receiver 20 from shock, moisture, and 
contaminants. The housing 50 may includes apertures 80 
adjacent a speaker (not shoWn) to facilitate the broadcast of 
sound from the speaker Within the housing. As FIG. 2 
illustrates, Within the holloW structure is a circuit board 75 
incorporating the electronics of the receiver and ampli?er. 
Other components of the receiver include a band-pass ?lter, 
an audio ampli?er, a battery, and a speaker. The band-pass 
?lter and audio ampli?er are typically combined in a con 
ventional superheterdyne receiver. The band pass ?lter is 
connected via coaXial cable to a stub antenna 105 and is 
tuned to the frequency of the transmitter. The audio ampli?er 
ampli?es the attenuated, ?ltered transmitter signal in order 
to drive the speaker, Which emits a sound of the individual’s 
Voice. 

[0022] Securing the receiver to the animal can take many 
forms. In FIGS. 1 and 2, tWo bands 60 encircle the dog bone 
shaped housing to secure the receiver to the animal, Where 
the bands 60 are riveted, snapped, or otherWise fastened to 
the collar 55 using fasteners 65 at a middle portion, and each 
end portion includes a complimentary snap fastener 70 or 
other releasable fastening mechanism such as Velcro® or 
buckles. The receiver could also be incorporated into the 
collar itself as a single unit, or the receiver could be located 
on the animal using another form such as a type of headgear 
or neckWear. 

[0023] In one embodiment of the present invention the 
receiver 20 is poWered by a rechargeable battery that can be 
recharged using a designated cradle 85 shoWn in FIG. 6. The 
cradle 85 may be a separate unit from the base unit 15, or the 
base unit 15 may be combine With the cradle 85 in a single 
unit. In this case, the cradle 85 Will include a phone jack 200 
and connecting cable 205 in addition to the other electrical 
connections described beloW. The cradle 85 includes a 
channel 115 siZed to seat the receiver 15, and an electrical 
cord 120 and plug 125 to connect to a standard electrical 
outlet. The cradle 85 includes a voltage transformer 130 for 
converting the 120 volt alternating current to a much loWer 
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voltage, such as for eXample three volts. Then a recti?er 140 
is used to convert the alternating current to a direct current 
Which can be used to recharge the cell. One lead 160 from 
the recti?er is directed to a ?rst terminal 95a While a second 
lead 170 leads to a voltage inverter 150. A third lead 180 
connects the voltage inverter 15 to the second terminal 95b, 
Where the polarity of the tWo terminals are opposite due to 
the voltage inverter. To enable the recharging operation, the 
housing 50 is equipped With a pair of eXposed electric 
connectors 90 that connect directly to the positive and 
negative terminals of the rechargeable battery (not shoWn). 
An on/off sWitch 100 alloWs the receiver 20 to sWitch from 
active to inactive mode to alloW the poWer in the recharge 
able battery to be preserved. The cradle 85 includes com 
plimentary terminals 95 that align With the leads 90 of the 
receiver to transfer poWer to the rechargeable battery. To 
accomplish the recharging operation, the receiver 15 
enclosed in the housing 50 is placed in the cradle 85 such 
that the electrical connectors 90 of the rechargeable battery 
are aligned With the terminals 95a,b of the cradle. To aid in 
the alignment, the housing 50 of the receiver 20 may be 
equipped With a recess or slot 105 (see FIG. 5) that receives 
a complimentary tab 110 on the cradle 85 positioned to 
properly align the leads 90 With the terminals 95 (FIG. 8). 
When the tab 110 is positioned in the slot 105, an electrical 
connection is established betWeen the cradle’s terminals 
95a,b and the electrical connections 90 leading to the 
rechargeable battery. As is knoWn in the art, the conversion 
of electrical energy into stored chemical energy Will 
recharge the batter of the receiver and thus the receiver can 
be used inde?nitely With intermittent recharging. 

[0024] The operation of the invention may be utiliZed in 
the folloWing manner. Apet oWner sets the receiver 20 With 
its housing 50 in the cradle 85 such that the tab 110 is seated 
in the slot 105 and an electrical connection is established 
betWeen the terminals of the cradle and the electrical con 
nectors of the rechargeable battery in the receiver. With the 
electric plug of the cradle engaged in an electrical outlet, the 
alternating current of the standard electrical outlet is con 
verted to a direct current Which is used to replenish the 
poWer of the rechargeable battery. After a period of time, the 
receiver’s battery Will be fully charged and ready for opera 
tion. A typical charge Would be eXpected to last approxi 
mately one Week, although alternate batteries can provide 
longer service. The fully charged receiver 15 is removed 
from the cradle 85 and connected to the animal 40 at the 
collar 55 using the provided bands. When the pet oWner 
leaves the pet, the receiver is turned on using the on/off 
sWitch to alloW the receiver to receive radio Waves from the 
base unit and the unoccupied pet carries the receiver at all 
times to permit communication Without further human inter 
action. Should the pet oWner leave the home and desire to 
communicate With the animal, the pet oWner places a 
telephone call from a remote telephone 35 to the base unit 
15 establishing a telephone line connection 30. Alterna 
tively, the base unit could be connected to an Internet 
accessible computer such that voice or instructions can be 
carried over the internet from the remote location to the base 
unit. 

[0025] Once the telephone (or alternate netWork) connec 
tion is established, the pet oWner enters into the telephone 
keypad a series of numbers that are pre-established by the 
programming of the base unit to initiate contact With the 
receiver on the animal. If the pet oWner’s live voice is to be 



US 2005/0257752 A1 

delivered, the pet owner begins speaking into the handset of 
the telephone to communicate the audio speech across the 
telephone line to the base unit. The audio from the pet oWner 
is then converted into Wireless signals by the transmitter and 
broadcast using radio Waves in an area governed by the 
strength of the transmitter—preferably on the order of one 
mile. As long as the animal is Within the speci?ed range, the 
receiver Will pick up the radio broadcast radio Waves at the 
antenna and the Waves are ?ltered and used to drive an 
ampli?er. The ampli?er drives a speaker to reproduce the pet 
oWners voice in real time, Without any human interaction 
aside from the placing of the call by the pet oWner. The 
foregoing assures the pet oWner that communication With 
the animal is assured at any time, provided the receiver is on 
and charged. When the message is complete, the system may 
include other tone commands to terminate the connection 
and place the system back to its original stand-by state. 

[0026] In one embodiment of the present invention, the 
receiver includes a paging unit that is actuated at the base 
unit in case the receiver should become inadvertently dis 
lodged from the animal. In this case, a signal sent by the base 
unit via the transmitter is interpreted by the receiver as 
requesting that an audio alarm on the receiver be activated. 
Using beeps or other alarm sounds, the receiver continu 
ously or intermittently sends out the alarm signal facilitating 
the discovery of the lost receiver. The alarm may be deac 
tivated once the receiver is located using either a sWitch on 
the base unit or the receiver itself. Another possible feature 
of the present invention is a ring tone on the base unit that 
simulates a barking sound or other related animal sound. 
When the base unit receives an incoming telephone call, the 
ring of the base unit is barking or meoWing to distinguish the 
call from other calls unrelated to the operation or as an 
amusement. 

[0027] The foregoing description of one or more embodi 
ments of the present invention is not intended to be eXhaus 
tive, but rather exemplary. It Will be understood that the 
embodiments described herein should not be construed as 
limiting the scope of the invention, and those skilled in the 
art may make many variations and modi?cations Without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. All such 
variations and modi?cations are intended to be Within the 
scope of the invention as de?ned in the appended claims. 

1. A pet communication system comprising: 

a Wireless audio receiver having an antenna, a speaker, an 
ampli?er, and means for securing the Wireless audio 
receiver to a live animal; and 

a transmitter having a Wireless signal generator that 
communicates With the Wireless audio receiver to send 
said Wireless signals Wherein said Wireless signals carry 
audio information, and an incoming telephone call 
receiving system for connection With a remote tele 
phone, Wherein said Wireless signal generator sends 
said Wireless signals to the Wireless audio receiver in 
response to commands received from said remote tele 
phone, and said Wireless audio receiver automatically 
broadcasts said audio information received from said 
Wireless signal generator. 

2. The pet communication system of claim 1 Wherein said 
transmitter includes a memory for storing audio messages, 
and further includes a message delivery command recogni 
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tion softWare that forWards a selected audio message to the 
Wireless receiver for playback to the animal based upon a 
message deliver command. 

3. The pet communication system of claim 2 Wherein said 
message delivery command is conveyed from a user at the 
remote telephone using a tone produced using a key pad on 
the remote telephone. 

4. The pet communication system of claim 1 Wherein the 
Wireless audio receiver includes a housing in the shape of a 
dog bone. 

5. The pet communication system of claim 1 Wherein the 
Wireless audio receiver includes a rechargeable poWer sup 
ply 

6. The pet communication system of claim 5 Wherein the 
Wireless audio receiver includes electrical connectors 
coupled to said rechargeable batter and cooperate With a 
battery charger, and further comprising a cradle siZed to 
receiver at least a portion of the Wireless audio receiver and 
including an electrical recharging system With terminals 
aligned to mate With said electrical connectors of said 
Wireless audio receiver When said Wireless audio receiver is 
seated in said cradle, a coupling of the electrical terminals 
With said electrical connectors completing an electrical 
circuit to recharge said Wireless audio receiver’s recharge 
able poWer supply. 

7. The pet communication system of claim 1 further 
comprising internet access and an internet command trans 
lator coupled to the internet, that receives message delivery 
commands over the internet, and sends said Wireless signals 
to the Wireless audio receiver in response to commands 
received over the internet. 

8. The pet communication system of claim 1 Wherein the 
range of the Wireless communication betWeen the transmit 
ter and the receiver is approximately one mile. 

9. The pet communication system of claim 1 further 
comprising a paging system for locating the Wireless audio 
receiver including an alarm initiation mechanism located on 
the transmitter and an alarm signal transmitter to transmit 
Wireless alarm signals to the Wireless audio receiver in 
response to activation of said alarm initiation mechanism, 
and an alarm on the Wireless audio receiver for generating an 
audio signal in response to receiving said Wireless alarm 
signals from said alarm signal transmitter, said pet commu 
nication system including an alarm deactivator. 

10. The pet communication system of claim 1 Wherein the 
means for securing the Wireless audio receiver to an animal 
comprises a strap having fastening means for removably 
holding the receiver on an animal collar. 

11. The pet communication system of claim 1 Wherein the 
transmitter includes an audible ringer that is emitted When 
an incoming telephone call is received, said audible ringer 
simulating a barking dog. 

12. The pet communication system of claim 1 Wherein 
said Wireless signals are carried by a radio frequency (RF) 
carrier signal. 

13. A pet communication system comprising: 

a base station including: 

a telephone call receiving device; and 

a transmitter for broadcasting Wireless signals converted 
from voice signals received by said telephone call 
receiving device; and 
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a receiver communicating Wirelessly With the base station 
and comprising: 

an antenna; 

a speaker; 

an ampli?er; and 

a poWer supply; 

Wherein the receiver receives said Wireless signals broad 
cast by the base station, and automatically converts said 
Wireless signals to audio output that is ampli?ed and 
delivered to said speaker for reproduction of said voice 
signals to an animal. 

14. The pet communication system of claim 13 Wherein 
said base station includes memory for storing a pre-recorded 
audio message, and said base station further includes touch 
tone recognition softWare for deciphering commands trans 
mitted using a telephone keypad along a telephone connec 
tion, and sending said pre-recorded audio message via 
Wireless communication to said receiver for playback by 
said receiver on its speaker. 

15. The pet communication system of claim 13 Wherein 
said base station comprises an Internet connection and 
softWare for receiving commands using said Internet con 
nection, and a Wireless signal generator broadcasting Wire 
less signals to said receiver in response to a command 
received using said Internet connection. 

16. The pet communication system of claim 13 Wherein 
the receiver includes a housing and a releasable connector 
for securing the receiver housing to an animal. 

17. The pet communication system of claim 13 Wherein 
the housing is formed into the shape of a dog bone. 

18. The pet communication system of claim 13 Wherein 
the receiver’s poWer supply is rechargeable. 

19. The pet communication system of claim 18 further 
comprising a cradle adapted to receive at least a portion of 
said receiver therein and including a recharging component 
for recharging the receiver’s poWer supply. 

20. The pet communication system of claim 13 further 
comprising a paging system for locating the receiver includ 
ing an alarm initiation mechanism located on the base 
station and an alarm signal transmitter to transmit an alarm 
signal to the receiver in response to activation of said alarm 
initiation mechanism, and an audio alarm on the receiver 
activated in response to receiving said alarm signal. 

21. A pet communication system comprising: 

a receiver means for receiving Wireless signals corre 
sponding to audio signals, and converting the audio 
signals into voice playback, and connector means for 
releasably attaching the receiver to an animal; and 

Nov. 24, 2005 

a transmitter means for transmitting audio signals Wire 
lessly to said receiver means, said transmitter means 
further comprising telephone connection means for 
establishing a telephone connection With a remote 
telephone and converting speech communicated via 
said telephone connection to audio signals for trans 
mission to said receiver means. 

22. A pet communication system comprising: 

a telephone ansWering system adapted to receive incom 
ing telephone calls and record voice input carried over 
a telephone connection for subsequent transmission; 

a Wireless signal transmitter for converting said voice 
input into Wireless signals, and transmitting said Wire 
less signals to a local audio receiver; 

a local audio receiver including Wireless signal conver 
sion means for converting said Wireless signals to 
sound Waves corresponding to said voice input; and 

means for releasably attaching the audio receiver to an 
animal. 

23. A method for communicating audio from a remote 
location via a telephone to a local animal comprising: 

providing a base station proXimal to said animal and 
adapted to establish a telephone connection With a 
remote telephone; 

converting audio signals communicated via said remote 
telephone along said telephone connection to Wireless 
RF signals; and 

providing a receiver to be carried on said animal and in 
Wireless communication With said base station, said 
receiver converting said Wireless RF signals from said 
base station to sound Waves corresponding to said 
audio signals. 

24. A method for communicating an audio message to a 
pet remotely comprising: 

connecting to the pet an audio broadcast device for 
automatically converting RF signals to audio signals at 
a prescribed frequency through a speaker to simulate an 
original voice message; 

recording a voice message from a remote location into a 
digital ?le that can be sent over the Internet; 

sending said digital ?le over the Internet to a home base 
capable of extracting said digital ?le; and 

converting said extracted digital ?le to an RF signal for 
automatic broadcast by said audio broadcast device to 
said pet. 


