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NAVIGATING A RESOURCE BROWSER SESSION 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This is a Divisional of US. patent application Ser. 
No. 10/186,933, entitled “NAVIGATING A RESOURCE 
BROWSER SESSION” and ?led Jun. 28, 2002, Which is 
hereby incorporated herein by this reference. 

[0002] This application is related to US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 10/186,906, entitled “RESOURCE 
BROWSER SESSIONS SEARCH”, and US. patent appli 
cation Ser. No. 10/187,160, entitled “HYPERLINK PRE 
VIEW UTILITY AND METHOD”, both of Which are 
hereby incorporated herein by this reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0003] The invention relates generally to resource broWs 
ers, and more particularly to navigating through resources 
visited during a resource broWser session. 

BACKGROUND 

[0004] Using a broWser, a user may visit a large number of 
Web sites in a single broWser session. At each Web site, a user 
may visit multiple Web pages during the broWser session. In 
some cases, a description and an address (e.g., the Uniform 
Resource Locator or URL) for a visited Web page are saved 
in a sequential, stack-based “history” list, possibly alloWing 
a user to return to a previously visited Web page by selecting 
its description from the history list. In addition, a user can 
traverse the Web pages in the standard history list by 
selecting the forWard or backWard buttons provided by the 
broWser. BroWsers can also be used to traverse a ?le system, 
and the history list can be used to return to a previously 
visited directory or ?le Within the ?le system. Generally, 
broWsers may be said to broWse resources, Whether on the 
Web, in a ?le system, or in some other type of data storage. 

[0005] Some broWsers use a caching mechanism and store 
some or all elements of visited Web pages. The main purpose 
of the cache is to speed up repeated loading of the page 
content. If a page is loaded from a Web site marked as 
non-cacheable, no instance of such a page is stored in the 
cache and thus has to be loaded from the Web site every time 
its URL is requested. 

[0006] Existing history lists present disadvantages that 
limit their usefulness. ForWard/backWard traversal, Without 
relevant visual feedback, can be confusing to some users and 
can be time-consuming, especially on a sloW connection if 
the page content is not cached. Furthermore, existing history 
lists tend to provide a limited amount of information about 
the previously visited resource, making it dif?cult for a user 
to knoW Which resource to select from the history list. For 
example, a history list may merely indicate a top-level URL 
(e.g., “WWW.foobar.com”) or Web page name (“Welcome to 
FooBar’s Web Site!”), Which may have little meaning to the 
user. As such, existing approaches fail to provide enough 
information and ?exibility to maximiZe the usefulness of 
history lists in broWsers. 

[0007] Another disadvantage is that existing history lists 
tend to drop entire threads of previously visited resources. 
For example, if a user traverses doWn a hierarchy of 
resources (e.g., a directory structure) one level at a time to 
a resource referred to as 
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“c:\FirstIJevel\SecondLevel\ThirdLevelA”, 
backWard key once to return to 

“c:\FirstIJevel\SecondLevel”, and then broWses to 
“c:\FirstIJevel\SecondLevel\ThirdLevelB”, the broWser 
typically drops or truncates the visit to the ThirdLevelAfrom 
the history list. Accordingly, a history list fails to provide a 
complete representation of the broWser session navigation. 

[0008] Yet another disadvantage is that existing 
approaches do not display the resource that the user had 
actually vieWed earlier in the broWser session. For example, 
if a user attempts to return to a local neWs Web page by 
selecting it from a history list, the broWser requests the Web 
page using its URL and retrieves an updated version of the 
Web page from the Web. As such, the Web page that is 
displayed is a current version of the local neWs, Which may 
have changed from the version that the user remembered 
seeing earlier in the broWser session. That is, the neWs article 
in Which the user Was interested may have been replaced 
With a more current article. This undesirable updating may 
be even more prevalent With regard to advertisements, Which 
can frequently change from visit to visit. If the user Wishes 
to return to a previously vieWed advertisement using an 
existing history list, they are likely to ?nd a different 
advertisement in its place. 

presses the 

SUMMARY 

[0009] Embodiments of the present invention solve the 
discussed problems by providing a broWser session naviga 
tion tool that allows a user to browse a complete record of 
user navigation. A broWser session navigation tool can 
include the fully archived content of the previously vieWed 
resource pages, Which is particularly advantageous When the 
content of the resource page is dynamic or there is some 
other need to archive the resource data (e. g., in order to share 
the broWsed content With users Who do not have access to 

the resources, etc.). Each visit to a resource page results in 
creation of a visit data structure that references (directly or 
indirectly) the resource page content that has been archived 
by the tool in archive storage. The previously vieWed 
resource pages are represented by navigationally related 
visit nodes displayed in one or more trails or trees, Which 
graphically illustrate the navigation from resource page to 
resource page. Resource page content may also be displayed 
in the visit nodes, such as a thumbnail image of the resource 
page. In contrast to typical broWser history lists, navigation 
branches are not truncated. Instead, content of substantially 
all previously vieWed resource pages is recorded in archive 
data storage and displayed in linear trails or branching tree 
structures of visit nodes. Archived resource page content 
may be indexed and annotated to be searchable by text, 
color, and other visual aspects, thereby alloWing a user to 
search the rich record of their broWsing experience during 
the broWser session. 

[0010] Advantages of the broWser session navigation tool 
can be observed With or Without the persistence of the 
content and, thus, regardless of Whether the content is static 
or dynamic. The linear exposition of the navigation is useful, 
even if the navigation data is not structured linearly. That is, 
the mere sequence of navigation nodes displayed linearly 
can provide useful feedback to a user during a broWser 
session. 

[0011] In implementations of the present invention, 
articles of manufacture are provided as computer program 
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products. One embodiment of a computer program product 
provides a computer program storage medium readable by a 
computer system and encoding a computer program that 
records broWser navigation activity. Another embodiment of 
a computer program product may be provided in a computer 
data signal embodied in a carrier Wave by a computing 
system and encoding the computer program that records 
broWser navigation activity. 

[0012] The computer program product encodes a com 
puter program for executing on a computer system a com 
puter process for recording broWser navigation activity. The 
computer system includes an archive memory and is con 
nected to a communications netWork through Which a plu 
rality of resource pages is accessible. A navigation event 
indicating a visit to one of the plurality of resource pages is 
detected. A visit data structure representing the visit to the 
resource page is populated responsive to the detecting 
operation. The visit data structure is recorded. A page data 
structure that references content of the resource page is 
referenced, responsive to the detecting operation. The con 
tent of the resource page is persisted in the archive memory. 

[0013] In another implementation of the present invention, 
a method of recording broWser navigation activity is pro 
vided. The computer system includes an archive memory 
and is connected to a communications netWork through 
Which a plurality of resource pages is accessible. A naviga 
tion event indicating a visit to one of the plurality of resource 
pages is detected. Avisit data structure representing the visit 
to the resource page is populated responsive to the detecting 
operation. The visit data structure is recorded. A page data 
structure that references content of the resource page is 
referenced, responsive to the detecting operation. The con 
tent of the resource page is persisted in the archive memory. 

[0014] In yet another embodiment of the present inven 
tion, a resource broWser session navigator for recording 
broWser navigation activity is provided. A navigation man 
ager module detects a navigation event indicating a visit to 
a resource page. Aresource page manager module populates 
a visit data structure representing the visit to the resource 
page and references in the visit data structure a page data 
structure that references content of the resource page, the 
content of the resource page being persistent in the archive 
memory. 

[0015] These and various other features as Well as other 
advantages, Which characteriZe the present invention, Will be 
apparent from a reading of the folloWing detailed description 
and a revieW of the associated draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary user interface for a 
broWser session navigation tool in an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0017] FIG. 2 illustrates a tree of Web page nodes in an 
exemplary broWser session. 

[0018] FIG. 3 depicts an alternative exemplary user inter 
face for a broWser session navigation tool in an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0019] FIG. 4 depicts an enlarged vieW of a thumbnail 
selected from a broWser navigation bar in an embodiment of 
the present invention. 
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[0020] FIG. 5 depicts an enlarged vieW of a thumbnail 
selected from a broWser session navigation map in an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0021] FIG. 6 depicts an architectural diagram of a 
broWser session navigation tool in an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0022] FIG. 7 illustrates functionality of a navigation 
manager in an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0023] FIG. 8 illustrates functionality of a resource page 
manager in an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0024] FIG. 9 illustrates a resource data vieW of a visit in 
an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0025] FIG. 10 illustrates tWo exemplary requests for a 
resource page in an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0026] FIG. 11 illustrates processes and services of a 
broWser session navigation tool in an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0027] FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary system useful for 
implementing an embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0028] A broWser session navigation tool alloWs a user to 
broWse previously vieWed resource pages during a broWser 
session. Each visit to a resource page results in creation of 
a visit data structure that references the resource page 
content. The previously viewed resource pages are repre 
sented by visit nodes and navigationally-related visit nodes 
displayed in one or more trails or trees, Which graphically 
illustrate the navigation from resource page to resource 
page. Resource page content may also be displayed in the 
visit nodes, such as a thumbnail image of the resource page. 
In contrast to typical broWser history lists, navigation 
branches are not truncated. Instead, content of substantially 
all previously vieWed resource pages is recorded in archive 
data storage and displayed in linear trails or branching tree 
structures of visit nodes. Archived resource page content 
may be indexed and annotated to be searchable by text, 
color, and other visual aspects, thereby alloWing a user to 
search the rich record of his or her broWsing experience 
during the broWser session. User annotations may refer to 
the page (i.e. as identi?ed by the URL), a visit to the page, 
the broWser WindoW session, or a sequence of pages seen 
during navigation. Navigational sequences may also be 
saved and retrieved for future use. Alternatively, a rich 
navigation record is stored and used to dynamically generate 
a desired type of navigational sequences. 

[0029] Furthermore, an embodiment of the present inven 
tion records and facilitates traversal of the structure of 
previously visited resource content. Resource content can be 
a collection of possibly inter-dependent constituent parts, 
such as a single monolithic Web page, a multi-document Web 
page consolidating content from multiple resources, or a 
sequentially related group of resources (e.g., related via a 
hyperlink). Navigation can be initiated or continued from 
various nodes Within a given broWser session through a 
graphical vieW (e.g., a sequence of thumbnails or a tree-like 
graph of thumbnails) that visually depicts the navigational 
relationships among previously visited resources. 

[0030] FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary user interface for a 
broWser session navigation tool in an embodiment of the 
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present invention. The browser session navigation bar 100 
may be displayed near the top of a broWser (not shoWn), 
perhaps as a slide-out or pop-up control, although alternative 
locations and behavior of the broWser session navigation bar 
100 are contemplated With the scope of the present inven 
tion. In one embodiment, the broWser session navigation bar 
100 is integrated into the broWser, although in alternative 
embodiments, the broWser session navigation bar 100 may 
be implemented as a stand-alone application that interfaces 
With the broWser or With broWser data to provide broWser 
session navigation functionality. 

[0031] The broWser session navigation bar 100 is depicted 
in FIG. 1 as shoWing one or more sequences or “trails” of 
visit nodes as thumbnail images of resource pages, such as 
Web pages retrieved from the Web during the broWser 
session. HoWever, it should be understood that resource 
pages may also include non-Web documents, directory trees, 
multimedia elements, multi-document Web pages, devices, 
applications, services, and other knoWn resources. In addi 
tion, although thumbnail images of the resource pages are 
displayed in FIG. 1, other identi?ers of the resource pages 
may be displayed including Without limitation labels, URLs, 
and icons. 

[0032] Generally, a resource page is a page displayed in or 
otherWise accessed by a broWser (e.g., even if the page is 
hidden) from a resource page location. A resource page 
location may be described by a resource page location 
identi?er, e.g., a URL or a local pathname to a resource page. 
In an alternative embodiment, a resource page location 
identi?er is used to uniquely describe an instance of a 
resource page, such by combining of a URL and a time 
stamp of document access, or by generating a document 
content signature (e.g., a resource modi?cation date or a 
more sophisticated characteriZation of the resource content, 
such as a CRC (Cyclic Redundancy Check) generated from 
the resource). 

[0033] Aresource page may be a multi-document resource 
page having multiple frames and may contain any number of 
component resource documents. Component resource docu 
ments are elements of resource page that are referenced 
therein by resource document identi?ers and are separately 
retrieved from other resource locations identi?ed by the 
resource document identi?ers. For example, a Web page may 
include component Web documents that are referenced in the 
HTML document that de?nes the Web page, each component 
Web document being identi?ed by its oWn URL or local 
pathname. The broWser retrieves and loads the HTML 
document to display the Web page and separately retrieves 
the component Web documents from the referenced resource 
locations for display. 

[0034] AbroWser generally retrieves a resource page from 
a local or remote resource page location based on a resource 

page identi?er and displays the resource page in a main 
broWser WindoW. For example, a Web page resource may be 
retrieved from a Web site via a URL or a local document may 
be retrieved from the local ?le system via a pathname. 
Alternatively, a resource including an installation applica 
tion or applet may be doWnloaded to the client computer 
system or otherWise accessed by the client computer system. 
Such retrievals are termed “live retrievals” because they 
retrieve the resource page in its current state (i.e., the state 
in Which the resource page is served up by the Web site or 
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?le system). For example, a user can retrieve a live Web page 
by entering its URL into an address box of the broWser, by 
folloWing its link, or by submitting another HTTP request 
that results in a retrieval of the live Web page from the Web, 
such as a search page query resulting in retrieval of a search 
results Web page. 

[0035] HoWever, in association With a broWser session 
navigation tool, a resource page may be accessed by the 
broWser (e.g., retrieved and displayed in the main broWser 
WindoW) either as a result of a “live retrieval”of the resource 
or as a result of an “archived retrieval” of the resource. An 

“archived retrieval” occurs When the resource page is 
retrieved from archival data storage containing content and 
parameters of previously retrieved resource pages. For 
example, a user retrieves a sequence of live Web pages A, B, 
and C, and then uses a “back” feature for the broWser to 
traverse backWard through the sequence of Web pages. In an 
embodiment of the invention, each Web page visited using 
the “back/forward” features of a broWser are retrieved from 
archival data storage, not from the Web. In this manner, the 
user is re-presented With exactly the same Web page that he 
or she had vieWed previously, not With an updated or live 
Web page that may have changed in some manner. It should 
be understood that archived retrieval differs from standard 
history lists, in Which history list entries merely correspond 
to URLs that are used to live retrieve an updated Web page, 
not an archived version of the Web page. 

[0036] In this example, it should also be understood that 
archived retrieval differs from the knoWn retrieval of Web 
page resources (e.g., image ?les) from a broWser cache. The 
broWser cache is a current mechanism to speed up loading 
of a Web page. AbroWser cache is useful, for example, When 
images Within a Web page have already been retrieved and 
cached from previous visits. Such images are typically 
referenced in the main Web page document and retrieved 
separately. If cached in the local client computer system’s 
broWser cache, these images may be re-used from the cache 
Without being re-retrieved from the Web. HoWever, With a 
standard broWser cache, the main Web page document may 
still be live retrieved from the location indicated by its URL. 
Only cached and unchanged Web pages and images are 
retrieved from the cache instead of via a fresh live retrieval. 
Changes to the main document Will still be re?ected by live 
retrieval of the main document. It should also be understood 
that the broWser cache does not address issues of navigation 
or dynamic content. 

[0037] In contrast, archived retrieval in an embodiment of 
the present invention results in retrieval of the rich resource 
page content (e.g., representations of both the main page 
document and the component resources referenced Within) 
from a content storage archive, based on a unique resource 
page identi?er. In embodiments of the present invention, the 
archived resource pages are partitioned into logical units and 
displayed as visit nodes in one or more sequential “trails” of 
nodes or in a hierarchical “tree” of nodes. Generically, both 
types of navigation displays (i.e., trails and trees) represent 
a logical “trail” of navigation. 

[0038] HoWever, it should also be understood that user 
navigation over resource pages Within a single broWser 
session or across multiple broWser session, Whether archived 
or not, may be displayed in trails or trees of nodes. In one 
embodiment, a trail or tree starts by the user’s explicit 
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speci?cation of a URL, use of a URL from the Bookmark 
list, or by executing a link from another application or 
document, such as an email application. In another embodi 
ment, the trail or tree can also begin With a search request or 
other service access, including the history list or archive 
storage. The trails can be presented in the sequential format, 
as a list of visits to the accessed resource pages in the order 
of access time, or, if the resource is structured (e.g., using 
hyperlinks), the trail can be presented as a tree structure 
shoWing the visit nodes as the structure of navigation in the 
time order of page access. 

[0039] Displayed Within the broWser session navigation 
bar 100 are six visit nodes 102, 104, 106, 108, 110, and 112 
representing archived resource pages that have been previ 
ously retrieved during the current broWser session. In one 
embodiment, a broWser session is de?ned as the time from 
initiation of the broWser or creation of the broWser WindoW 
(e.g., the main broWser WindoW in Which a Web page is 
displayed) to the termination of the broWser or broWser 
WindoW. BroWser sessions may also be annotated by a 
broWser session identi?er. Therefore, speci?c broWser ses 
sion navigation activity may be recalled by searching on the 
basis of the broWser session identi?er. Furthermore, the 
broWser session identi?er may be used to label a specially 
saved navigation sequence for later retrieval or communi 
cation to another person (e.g., via email), etc. 

[0040] HoWever, in alternative embodiments, the broWser 
session is de?ned to include all visit nodes from all previ 
ously visited resource pages from all broWser WindoWs of a 
given broWser or from multiple broWsers. For example, if a 
user is broWsing using three different broWser WindoWs, the 
broWser session navigation bar 100 may display three roWs 
of visit nodes, one for each broWser WindoW. 

[0041] In addition, a broWser session navigation tool may 
alloW a user to customiZe the de?nition of a broWser session, 
so as to limit the amount of storage used by the tool. For 
example, a user may limit the amount of archive storage 
allocated to the tool or the number or type of resource pages 
archived. In one exemplary con?guration, a user can set the 
broWser session navigation tool to archive only broWser 
sessions or portions of such broWser session that are explic 
itly speci?ed by a user. In other embodiments, the broWser 
session navigation bar 100 displays a single roW of nodes in 
each broWser WindoW (e. g., the single roW corresponding to 
the broWser WindoW displaying the navigation bar) or com 
bine nodes from all three broWser WindoWs into a single 
integrated navigation bar). 
[0042] The nodes 110 and 112 are shoWn With dark arroWs 
114 and 116, designating the nodes 110 and 112 as nodes 
Within the “active trail”. An active trail is a trail associated 
With an instance of a resource page that is currently dis 
played in the main broWser WindoW, Which resource page is 
termed the “current resource page”. The visit node corre 
sponding to the current resource page (i.e., visit node 110) 
is designated by the dark cursor box 118. In one color 
embodiment of the present invention, the dark arroWs 114 
and 116 and the dark cursor box 118 are displayed as red. 
The visit nodes 102, 104, 106, and 108 are shoWn With light 
arroWs 120, 122, and 124, designating these nodes Within an 
“inactive trail.” An inactive trail is a trail that is not 
associated With the current instance of the resource page. 

[0043] Each visit node represents a resource page visited 
during the broWser session. For example, the visit node 102 
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represents a Web page received from a Web site and dis 
played to the user in the main broWser WindoW. The arroW 
120 indicates that the user navigated to the Web page 
represented by the visit node 104, such as by selecting a 
hypertext link or by a Web page action that results in 
generation of a neW Web page (e.g., submission of a search 
engine query). Another exemplary navigation event may 
include Without limitation form submissions through but 
tons, etc. 

[0044] In contrast, FIG. 1 does not shoW an arroW 
betWeen visit nodes 108 and 110, indicating that the nodes 
108 and 110 are in different trails. The visit node 110 
indicates the beginning of a neW set of navigationally related 
visits to resource pages (i.e., a neW trail of visits associated 
by navigation events). To create a neW trail in the illustrated 
embodiment, a user submits, directly or indirectly, a URL 
specifying a neW resource page, although other methods are 
discussed herein. Accordingly, in the illustrated example of 
FIG. 1, While visiting the Web page represented by the visit 
node 108, the user may have submitted “WWW.google.com” 
in the address box of the broWser (i.e., direct submission of 
the URL), Which resulted in retrieval of the displayed Web 
page in the visit node 110 and the start of a neW trail. 
Alternatively, the user may have selected a Web page from 
a Favorites list, a Bookmarks list, or a standard history list 
Within the broWser or some other list of resource pages 
(collectively, indirect submission of the URL). In addition, 
neW Web trails may be de?ned according to heuristics other 
than submission of a URL (e.g., a submission of a query to 
a search engine or initiating a request to an on-line service). 

[0045] Scroll buttons 126 and 128 alloW a user to scroll 
through a session navigation history. When the sequence of 
visit nodes exceeds the space available in the broWser 
session navigation bar 100, the user may use scroll buttons 
126 and 128 to expose additional visit nodes of the broWser 
session. 

[0046] ForWard button 130 and backWard button 132 
alloW a user to navigate through a broWser session naviga 
tion history (e.g., in case of a simple linear navigation, by 
moving the cursor box 18 through the node sequence in the 
direction of the selected button). The forWard button 130 and 
backWard button 132 alloW the user to retrace the steps (both 
forWard and backWard retracing) that the user made during 
navigation over live or archived content. When the cursor 
box 118 is moved through the visit node sequence, the Web 
page represented by the current visit node is displayed in the 
main broWser WindoW. HoWever, in contrast to selections 
from standard history lists, the Web page that is displayed in 
the main broWser WindoW is not the result of a “live” update 
of the Web page (e.g., a neW HTTP (Hypertext Transport 
Protocol) request issued to the Web and an HTTP response 
from the Web With the updated Web page). Instead, the 
displayed Web page is retrieved from archival storage so that 
the displayed Web page is the same Web page that Was 
previously vieWed by the user. (Note that a live updated Web 
page may be different from the Web page previously vieWed 
by the user during the broWser session and could, therefore, 
result in the user losing the previously vieWed Web data for 
Which he or she Was looking.) LikeWise, the thumbnail 
images are not live either. They are also retrieved from 
archive data storage, Where they Were stored at the time the 
Web page Was originally received from the Web. By storing 
“non-live” resource pages and thumbnail images, the 
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browser session navigation bar 100 provides a rich record of 
the user’s previous navigation experience during the 
broWser session. A “Web” button 134 allows a user to 
change a Web page displayed in the main broWser WindoW 
from “non-live” to “live” by forcing a live retrieval of the 
Web page from the Web. This can be applied to a single 
navigation step or for all subsequent interactions through the 
broWser, in Which case the broWser is con?gured to reload 
a live page for all user interactions through the broWser. 

[0047] In addition, and also in contrast to existing history 
lists, the broWser session navigation bar 100 maintains a 
complete record of the user’s navigation experience during 
the broWser session. Existing history lists truncate the his 
tory to display only single branches of a broWser session 
using traditional stack operations (e.g., push and pop). For 
example, FIG. 2 illustrates a tree 200 of Web pages A-F 
visited by a user during a broWser session, Wherein the 
cardinality of the arcs betWeen nodes represents the order in 
Which the Web pages are visited. In a typical scenario, node 
A Would represent the site’s Home page. The user could 
select a link to display the Web page of node B in the main 
broWser WindoW. For the purposes of this example, the Web 
page of node B constitutes as Web page for a search engine. 
After submitting a search query into the search engine, a 
search results Web page of node C is displayed in the main 
broWser WindoW. The user can then select a link associated 
With a search result to traverse to a Web page of node D. 

[0048] Thereafter, the user may decide to modify the 
search query in the Web page of node B. Acommon method 
of returning to the search Web page is to select the “back” 
button in the broWser tWice. The user can then submit a neW 
search query in the search engine Web page, Which results in 
the display of a neW search results Web page of node E in the 
main broWser WindoW. Again, The user can then select a link 
associated With a search result to traverse to a Web page of 
node F. 

[0049] Note, hoWever, that a standard history list Would 
list only nodes A, B, E, and F, typically in reverse order after 
the operation corresponding to arc 7. During the “back” 
operations corresponding to arcs 4 and 5, nodes C and D 
Were popped off of the history stack and nodes E and F Were 
pushed on the stack during the subsequent operations cor 
responding to arcs 6 and 7. Therefore, the user can no longer 
access their broWser history to revisit Web pages C and D. 
In other Words, only one branch of a branch node is 
recorded. 

[0050] In stark contrast to standard history lists, the 
broWser session navigation bar maintains a record of each 
Web page visited during the broWser session. Therefore, 
after the “back” operation corresponding to arc 5, the 
broWser session navigation bar maintains Web pages and 
thumbnail images for nodes A, B, C, and D. 

[0051] In addition, in one embodiment of the present 
invention, after the user submits a second search query in the 
search engine Web page of node B (making node B a branch 
node) and the search results Web page of node E is returned, 
both a duplicate of the branch node B and the neW node C 
are displayed in the broWser session navigation bar. Actual 
use (e.g., selection of a link, submission of a request, etc.) of 
the Web page of node B as a branch node results the 
duplication of the node B in the broWser session navigation 
bar, Whereas merely re-visiting node B Without branching 
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does not result in duplication in an embodiment of the 
present invention. The receipt of the search results Web page 
results in the display of the node E. LikeWise, selection of 
one of the search results causes node F to be displayed. As 
such, the broWser session navigation bar maintains Web 
pages and thumbnail images for visit nodes A, B, C, D, B 
(duplicate), E and F after the operation corresponding to arc 
7. 

[0052] FIG. 3 depicts an alternative exemplary user inter 
face 300 for a broWser session navigation bar 302 in an 
embodiment of the present invention. The pop-up mapping 
control 304 is triggered for display When the user hovers the 
mouse cursor outside of a node Within the session navigation 
bar 302. By selecting the “m” symbol in the mapping control 
304, a user can vieW a broWser session navigation map 306 
of the corresponding trail, as shoWn in an exemplary map 
306. In one embodiment, both the broWser session naviga 
tion map 306 and the broWser session navigation bar 302 can 
be displayed concurrently (as shoWn), although in an alter 
native embodiment, the broWser session navigation map 306 
and the broWser session navigation bar 302 are displayed 
interchangeably. 

[0053] The map 306 illustrates the current trail (i.e., the 
trail containing the current node) in a hierarchical vieW or 
tree of broWser session navigation. In the illustrated embodi 
ment, a visit node 307 displays a thumbnail image of a 
search engine Web page and represents the ?rst resource 
page visited in the current trail, Which is designated in the 
navigation bar 302 by the trail having the cursor box 305. A 
visit node 308 represents the second resource page visited in 
the trail, Which shoWs the search results Web page resulting 
from the search engine Web page of visit node 307. By 
selecting one of the search results, the user Was able to vieW 
the Web page represented by visit node 310. 

[0054] In a behavior common to users of search engines, 
the user Was able to use the “back” button to return from the 
Web page represented by the visit node 310 to the search 
engine results page of visit node 308. From there, the user 
selected another search result to navigate to the Web page 
represented by visit node 312. The user’s subsequent actions 
resulting in navigation to Web pages represented by visit 
nodes, 314, 316, 318, and 320, as shoWn in FIG. 3. Upon 
reaching the Web page represented by the visit node 320, the 
user returned to the search results Web page represented by 
visit node 308. 

[0055] During this visit to the Web page represented by the 
visit node 308, the user selected yet another search result and 
navigated to Web pages represented by visit nodes 322, 324, 
326, and 328, before navigating back to the Web page 
represented by visit node 324, Which is designated as the 
current visit node in both the broWser session navigation bar 
302 and the broWser session navigation map 306. The 
current visit node 324 in the broWser session navigation map 
306 is marked using a cursor box 325. The branch having the 
current visit node is highlighted (in blue in a color display) 
and With dark arroW segments (i.e., in red in a color display) 
connecting the visit nodes. If the map exceeds the siZe of the 
broWser session navigation map WindoW, a scroll bar (not 
shoWn) is displayed Within the WindoW to alloW the user to 
scroll to hidden portions of the map. In another embodiment, 
the thumbnail images in the map vieW are automatically 
resiZed so that the complete graph ?ts a pre-de?ned vieW 
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area. As the user changes the siZe of the vieW or uses a Zoom 
facility, the siZe of the thumbnail images changes accord 
ingly. 
[0056] It should be understood that the navigation broWser 
bar 302 shoWn in FIG. 3 illustrates the navigation in a 
sequential order. In a sequential order, a visit node for each 
resource page is added to the sequence When (1) the visit 
node represents a neW retrieval of the resource page (e.g., a 
neW retrieval and display of a Web page; and (2) the visit 
node represents a navigation branch taken to a neW resource 
page. In the second condition, the branch visit node is 
duplicated and added to the sequence and then the visit node 
that the user branched to is added to the sequence. In 
contrast, the broWser session navigation map 306 displays 
navigation branches using a hierarchical tree vieW, thereby 
omitting the duplication of branch visit nodes. 

[0057] A navigation overvieW bar 330 displays an over 
vieW of the broWser session navigation, Wherein each ver 
tical bar represents a different trail of the broWser session. 
The dark vertical bar 332 (i.e., a red vertical bar enclosed in 
a vertical blue boX in a color display) represents the trail 
containing the current visit node. The other tWo dark vertical 
bars 334 and 336 (i.e., red vertical bars in a color display) 
represent other trails that also include the Web page repre 
sented by the current visit node. The light vertical bars (i.e., 
green vertical bars in a color display) represent other trails 
of the broWser navigation session that do not include the 
resource page of the current visit node. Auser may select one 
of the vertical bars to change the broWser session navigation 
map 306 to display the tree for the trail represented by the 
selected vertical bar. 

[0058] A user may input teXt into a search teXt boX 338, 
Which is applied in a typical search engine fashion. Alter 
natively, the user may select a color or other visual aspect 
(e.g., frame border type, image, teXture, font, etc.) of a 
previously vieWed resource page into a visual aspect drop 
doWn boX 340. In this manner, a user can search for a visual 
aspect that they remember, even if the user does not remem 
ber any teXt from the resource page (e.g., search for the 
resource page With the green background). If both the search 
teXt boX 338 and the visual aspect dropdoWn boX 340 are 
selected, the search parameters (i.e., the teXt and the visual 
aspect) are logically combined in the search. A search is 
initiated by selection of the search button 342. The search is 
applied to the resource pages of the entire broWser session, 
Which is stored in the archive data storage, although limits 
may be placed on the search, such as limiting the search to 
the current trail. Search results are indicated by colored 
vertical bars in the navigation overvieW (i.e., orange vertical 
bars in a color display) for trails having resource pages that 
satisfy the search criteria. Additionally, the visit nodes 
displayed in the current trail that satisfy the search criteria 
are also highlighted. For eXample, matches may be high 
lighted in the same color or With varied intensity of color to 
re?ect the quality of the match for a particular node With 
respect to the search query (e. g., color gradation from bright 
red for a very good match, to orange for a medium match, 
to yelloW for a loW relevance match, etc.). In one embodi 
ment, the broWser session navigation map 306 changes to 
display the most recent trail With a hit, making a node that 
satis?es the search criteria the current visit node (and the 
cursor in the navigation overvieW bar 330 is moved to the 
current trail). 
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[0059] A path button 344 reverts the broWser session 
navigation map 306 back into the broWser session naviga 
tion bar 302, although in an embodiment of the present 
invention both the map and the bar may be displayed 
concurrently (as shoWn). The “X” control 346 and the 
Cancel button 348 perform the same function of closing the 
broWser session navigation map 306. 

[0060] FIG. 4 depicts an enlarged vieW of a thumbnail 
selected from a broWser navigation bar 400 in an embodi 
ment of the present invention. Hovering the mouse cursor 
over a thumbnail image results in display of an enlarged 
image 402 of the thumbnail, hoWever, the enlarged image 
402 is non-live, in that it is an enlargement of the thumbnail 
from the archive. In another embodiment, the enlarged vieW 
is not a still thumbnail but a vieW of the archived resource 
page content in a Zoomed out broWser WindoW of a ?xed or 

changeable siZe. In yet another embodiment, the enlarged 
image of the thumbnail is accessed by selecting the vieW of 
the archived content from a virtual menu that appears as the 
user hovers the mouse cursor over the thumbnail image. 
Other options in the menu may include access to the map 
vieW of the trail, access to a “trail player” and access to a 
“trail editor”, etc. 

[0061] A trail player module provides a broWser WindoW 
that automatically displays all the visits in the trail in the 
order in Which the visits Were recorded. Each set of visits 
may be associatively stored in a labeled set (e.g., “HaWaii 
Trip Sites”). In one embodiment, the trail player module is 
equipped With editing functions that alloWs the user to 
simply discard elements of the trail or add visits from 
another trail and save or send the trail to other users. If the 
trail is related to a search query, the trail player module can 
also highlight query terms or characteristics in the contents 
of the visited pages. In another embodiment, the last query 
or a selected query can be used for highlighting the dis 
played contents. A trail editor module alloWs a user to edit 
a labeled set (e.g., deleting, reordering, or supplementing a 
visit) and resaving the labeled set. 

[0062] In contrast, single clicking on a thumbnail image 
causes the non-live version of the resource page to be 
displayed in the main broWser WindoW and double-clicking 
on a thumbnail performs a live retrieval of the resource page 
and adds the neWly accessed resource page to the current 
Web trail. 

[0063] FIG. 5 depicts an enlarged vieW of a thumbnail 
selected from a broWser session navigation map 500 in an 
embodiment of the present invention. Hovering the mouse 
cursor over a thumbnail image results in display of an 
enlarged image 502 of the thumbnail, hoWever, the enlarged 
image 502 is non-live, in that it is an enlargement of the 
thumbnail from the archive. In contrast, single clicking on a 
thumbnail image causes the non-live version of the resource 
page to be displayed in the main broWser WindoW and 
double-clicking on a thumbnail performs a live retrieval of 
the resource page and adds the neWly accessed resource to 
the current Web trail. 

[0064] FIG. 6 depicts an architectural diagram of a 
broWser session navigation tool in an embodiment of the 
present invention. A broWser 600 (e.g., a Web broWser) 
displays resource pages 602 (e.g., Web pages, ?les, directo 
ries, computers, etc.) in a main broWser WindoW. BroWser 
and user interface events from active broWser WindoWs are 
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communicated from the browser 600 to underlying services 
604 to effect browser session navigation functionality. 

[0065] One such service is a navigation manager 606, 
Which creates and stores the rich record of a user’s naviga 
tion during a broWser session. In one embodiment, the 
navigation record includes information regarding navigation 
events and objects, including the type and time stamp of a 
navigation event, local and remote references to objects 
(e.g., URLs and local paths to of resource pages), and any 
metadata associated With the navigation (e.g., search que 
ries, user annotations, device or environment speci?c param 
eters, etc.). The navigation record is stored, in part, for use 
in displaying various vieWs (such as a trail or a map) of the 
navigation during a broWser session. 

[0066] Another such service is a resource page manager 
608, Which performs loading and analyses of the resource 
pages accessed through the broWser 600. The types of 
analysis can include Without limitation page layout analysis, 
text content processing, thumbnail image creation, and color 
scheme analysis. The resource page manager 608 also 
manages storage of archive data so that other modules 616 
can access, further analyZe, and present the analysis to the 
user in various forms. For example, a resource page navi 
gator module 610 accesses the archive data to present the 
broWser session navigation bar and/or map vieWs to the user. 

[0067] Another module may perform a thumbnail color 
analysis in a broWser sessions search module 614 to alloW a 
user to search a page With a speci?c color characteristic. 
Such functionality is described in further detail in US. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/186,906, entitled 
“RESOURCE BROWSER SESSIONS SEARCH”. 

[0068] Yet another module may include a hyperlink pre 
vieW module 612 to alloW a user to previeW a Web page 
associated With a hyperlink in a miniature previeW WindoW. 
Such functionality is described in further detail in US. 
patent application Ser. No. 0/187,160, entitled “HYPER 
LINK PREVIEW UTILITY AND METHOD”. 

[0069] FIG. 7 illustrates functionality of a navigation 
manager in an embodiment of the present invention. A 
navigation event 700 is detected by the navigation manager 
702 (e.g., receiving a navigation event in an event handler). 
In one embodiment, the navigation event 700 may include 
Without limitation: 

[0070] (1) a resource page access event caused by provid 
ing a URL for a resource (e.g., in an address bar); 

[0071] (2) a resource page access event caused by selec 
tion of a hyperlink Within the broWser; 

[0072] (3) a resource page access event caused by execu 
tion of a search query (e.g., via a search engine Web page) 
or a request to access an on-line service (e.g., logging into 
a service site, etc.); 

[0073] (4) a resource page access event caused by selec 
tion or execution of a hyperlink from another application 
(e.g., from an e-mail message or other document type); 

[0074] (5) a resource page access event caused by selec 
tion of the Back/ForWard navigation features in a broWser; 
or 

[0075] (6) a resource page access event caused by selec 
tion of a resource identi?er from a list of recently accessed 
resources (e.g., via a standard history list or Favorites list). 
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[0076] HoWever, in one embodiment of the present inven 
tion, live navigation events result in addition of one or more 
neW visit nodes in a trail or map, Whereas non-live naviga 
tion events do not. For example, navigation events that result 
in an access to a live resource page, such as an execution of 

a link on a page, causing an addition of a neW visit node to 

a trail or map. Similarly, an explicit HTTP (Hypertext 
Transfer Protocol) request for retrieving a live Web page can 
result in creating a Whole neW trail, including the requested 
page thumbnail as the ?rst node. In contrast, using the 
back/forWard features of a broWser to traverse through 
previously visited nodes results in access to an archived 
(non-live) resource page and, therefore, does not result in an 
addition to a trail or map. In another embodiment, When a 
back/forWard feature is used to traverse to a previously 
visited node and the user executes a live navigation from the 
previously visited node to a neW node, both a duplicate of 
the previously visited node and the neW visit node are added 
to the trail, but only the neW node is added to the map, on 
a neW branch. Furthermore, if the user accesses an archived 
page in one of the previous trails and navigates aWay from 
that node by executing a link on the archived page, a neW 
trail is started by creating the reference (e.g., a thumbnail 
image) of the re-visited page and the neWly accessed page. 
In yet another embodiment, all navigation events result in 
additions to the trail, even those caused by archive retrievals. 

[0077] When an event is triggered or accompanied by a 
Web search query or a user selected topic, that event is 
analyzed by an event analyzer 704 and the corresponding 
resource page (e.g., the search result page and/or the search 
engine page) is annotated by the query or the topic to 
facilitate revisiting of the search result page or the resource 
page associated With the topic. For example, a page may be 
annotated (see event annotations 706) With one or more 
relevant event types 708, including Without limitation: 
hyperlink selection, open in neW WindoW, form submission 
(Which includes a query), back/forWard, selection from 
favorites, selection from history, selection from address bar 
list, broWsing to a URL typed into the address bar, pop-up 
WindoWs, and auto-refresh. Furthermore, a page may also be 
annotated With resource page identi?er(s) 710 (e.g., a URL, 
a user-selected topic or a user speci?ed label) or Web search 
query terms 712 corresponding to either the page or the 
event. 

[0078] FIG. 8 illustrates functionality of a resource page 
manager With respect to the accessed resource page content 
in an embodiment of the present invention. When a resource 
page 800 (depicted as a Web page having three component 
Web documents separated by frames) is received by the 
broWser, the resource page includes at least one resource 
page identi?er and a time stamp. In the exemplary resource 
800, the three component documents are identi?ed by indi 
vidual URLs. A resource page manager 802 processes 
resource pages that are loaded by the broWser, using one or 
more internal modules to accomplish such processing. 

[0079] Aresource page loader module 804 captures a vieW 
of the resource page 800, storing the resource page content, 
including multiple documents of multi-frame page layouts, 
into the resource page content portion 822 of the data storage 
820. See the exemplary visit and page data structures of 
FIG. 9 for more detail. 

[0080] A layout analyZer module 806 analyZes and stores 
various logical components of the resource page (e.g., 












