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ABSTRACT 

A gaming machine that provides free long distance tele 
phone calls, or audio entertainment, as a reWard for the 
continued playing of the gaming machine. The player may 
continue the free long distance phone call, or continue 
receiving the audio entertainment, as long his play meets a 
predetermined level of usage criteria. 
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FREE LONG DISTANCE CALLS ON SLOT 
MACHINES 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] The present invention relates to Applicant docket 
number WD2-97-017 titled: An Electronic Gaming System 
Offering Premium Entertainment Services for Enhanced 
Player Retention, ?led Mar. 12, 1997. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The invention relates to the ?eld of gaming 
machines. In particular, this invention relates to a slot 
machine that provides telephone service, such as free long 
distance calls, in response to the playing of the slot machine. 

[0003] Casinos pro?t from their patrons frequently play 
ing their gaming machines, such as slot machines, video 
poker or video blackjack. Each gambling machine is 
designed to ensure that, on average, the casino retains a 
predetermined percentage of the total amount gambled (the 
hold percentage or “vig”). In fact, gaming machines gener 
ally have a very high hold percentage, often surpassing the 
table games of blackjack, roulette or craps. Thus, the more 
these gambling machines are played, the greater is the 
revenue to the casino. Accordingly, it is highly desirable to 
provide Ways to maintain player interest and keep players of 
gambling machines playing longer. Moreover, casinos are 
alWays looking for neW, fun Ways to attract players to the 
slot machines, as Well as to draW existing players aWay from 
competing casinos. 

[0004] To try to satisfy this need, casinos have instituted 
slot machine marketing programs, Which reWard slot players 
With bonus points in proportion to the amount of their play. 
Each slot player is entitled to a slot card and an account upon 
signing up at the casino. The player then selects a slot 
machine and inserts the slot card into the machine before 
playing. Each time the player plays the slot machine, using 
currency such as bills, coins, casino tokens or casino play 
credits, a central computer adds bonus points to the player’s 
account. After the player ?nishes playing the accumulated 
bonus points may be redeemed for food and drinks, priZes 
and services. This concept is analogous to an airline “fre 
quent ?yer” program—the more you ?y, the more bonus 
miles you receive. 

[0005] Slot card programs, like frequent ?yer programs, 
suffer from one major draWback, in that they merely promise 
future reWards. Future reWards only Weakly motivate a slot 
player to play longer, because While the player is playing, 
future reWards are unseen, untouchable and generally per 
ceived by the player as unobtainable. Accordingly, casinos 
need an affordable, entertaining reWard that can be distrib 
uted and used immediately While the player is playing at the 
slot machine, thus providing the player a stronger incentive 
to play longer. 

[0006] In addition, some casinos have provided their slot 
players the capability of making phone calls While they play 
slot machines. At one casino, cellular phone servers, much 
like the Well-knoWn cigarette girls of nightclubs, Walk from 
slot machine to slot machine selling cellular phone service 
to the players. For this service, players are charged by the 
minute. In addition, at Trump Castle Hotel and Casino in 
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Atlantic City, so called “premium slot areas” have phone 
jacks, to Which a standard-telephone can be installed near 
each slot machine upon a player’s request. Some casinos 
have phones installed in the slot machines. The cell phone 
service, phone jacks, and installed phones, hoWever, are 
merely conveniences offered to the slot players so that they 
can make phone calls Without having to leave their “lucky” 
or “hot” slot machines, and they do not provide any reWard 
to the slot players for playing the machines. 

[0007] Additionally, Mirage Resorts Treasure Island 
casino offers a video concierge service to assist slot players. 
This service netWorks a slot machine’s video display to a 
video call center, thus providing a video conference link 
betWeen the slot player and a hotel concierge. The slot player 
can use this system to order shoW tickets and make dinner 
or hotel reservations Without having to leave the slot 
machine. Like the cell phone service or phone jacks, the 
video concierge system serves the slot players While they are 
playing and thus helps keep the players at the slot machines. 
The video concierge system, hoWever, does not provide any 
free phone or other service as a reWard to motivate the 
players to play the machines longer. The phones are “hard 
Wired” to the video call center and cannot dial other num 
bers, much like a courtesy phone in a hotel Where you can 
only dial the front desk. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] To overcome the above-described problems, a slot 
machine is adapted to provide a service. The slot machine 
includes means for receiving currency, means responsive to 
the receipt of currency for enabling a game play, and means 
responsive to the receipt of currency for enabling a connec 
tion to the service for a predetermined period of time. 

[0009] For eXample, a slot machine is adapted to reWard 
its players free telephone service for the continued playing 
of the machine. Alternatively, the reWard may be free audio 
service. The slot players are able to make free long distance 
phone calls from the slot machine as long as their play 
equals or eXceeds a predetermined level of play. 

[0010] The player ?rst deposits currency or tokens into the 
slot machine and then pulls the handle, causing the reels to 
spin. MeanWhile, the player is given access to a free tele 
phone connection for a predetermined period of time. The 
player may then place a telephone call using the telephone 
connection. The player may continue the call by repeatedly 
playing the slot machine, or may instead permit the slot 
machine to deduct previously earned credits of free phone 
time from his account. 

[0011] Thus, as long as the slot player initiates a minimum 
number of plays over a predetermined time interval, the slot 
player Will be alloWed to call long distance for free. The 
player is therefore reWarded immediately for his gaming, 
Which serves as a strong incentive to continue playing. The 
reWard is also an affordable, fun Way for the casinos to 
attract neW patrons. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] These and other features and advantages of the 
present invention can best be understood by reference to the 
detailed description of the preferred embodiments set forth 
beloW taken With the draWings, in Which: 
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[0013] FIG. 1 depicts a block diagram of a slot machine 
With telecommunications capability in accordance With the 
?rst embodiment of the present invention. 

[0014] FIG. 2 depicts the data ?oWs betWeen some of the 
components of the slot machine of FIG. 1. 

[0015] FIG. 3 is a ?oWchart describing an overvieW of the 
process by Which the slot machine of the ?rst embodiment 
of the present invention is operated. 

[0016] FIG. 4 is a ?oWchart describing the process by 
Which play is initiated and a call is placed using the slot 
machine of the ?rst embodiment of the present invention. 

[0017] FIGS. 5a and 5b are How charts describing the 
process by Which the CPU executes the telephone service 
connection program stored in ROM of the slot machine of 
the ?rst embodiment of the present invention. 

[0018] FIGS. 6a and 6b are How charts describing the 
process by Which the player is alerted that connection time 
is running out in the ?rst embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 

[0019] FIG. 7 is a table containing an eXample of casino 
connection rules of the ?rst embodiment of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0020] In a ?rst embodiment of the present invention, a 
gaming machine, such as a slot machine, video poker or 
video blackjack machine, is provided that enables the player 
to make phone calls therefrom, Whereby the player is 
reWarded free phone connection time to various localities 
based on the amount of currency played and money 
Wagered. The currency may be coins, casino tokens or 
casino credits. 

[0021] As shoWn in FIG. 1, a slot machine capable of 
providing phone service in accordance With the ?rst embodi 
ment of the present invention includes the folloWing com 
ponents: a central processing unit (CPU) 100 for controlling 
the slot machine, a random access memory (RAM) 101, a 
read-only memory (ROM) 102, a clock 103 and an operating 
system 111. The CPU is also connected to a starting con 
troller 104, a hopper controller 105, a connection device 
106, a data storage device 112 having a probability table and 
payout table stored therein, a random number generator 113, 
a reel controller 114 and a video driver 115 and coin acceptor 
122. The hopper controller 105 is connected to a coin hopper 
110. The phone connection device 106 includes a regulator 
107 and a voice response unit (VRU) 108, and can be 
connected to a communication device 109, such as a stan 
dard telephone or a telephone receiver/headset combination. 
It should be noted that the communication device could be 
a conventional telephone Which plugs could also be incor 
porated into the slot machine. The reel controller 114 is 
connected to the ?rst reel 116, second reel 117 and the third 
reel 118. The CPU 100 of the slot machine is also connected 
to a standard player tracking device 119, Which includes a 
display 120 and a slot card reader 121. The operation of the 
operating system 111, the data storage device 112, the 
random number generator 113, the reel controller 114, the 
video driver 115, the three reels 116-118, the hopper 110, the 
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hopper controller 105 and player tracking device 119 
(including display 120 and slot card reader 121), are Well 
knoWn in the art. 

[0022] FIG. 2 identi?es the data ?oWs 201-211 betWeen 
the components of FIG. 1 used in the embodiments of the 
present invention, as folloWs. The ROM 102 sends to the 
CPU 100 the connection program commands 201. The CPU 
100 sends connect and disconnect times 202 to the RAM 
101, and receives connect and disconnect times 203 from the 
RAM 101. The clock 103 provides eXact time data and 
countdoWn information 204 to the CPU 100. The CPU 
respectively sends the regulator 107 and VRU 108 of 
connection device 106 a connect/disconnect command and 
VRU commands 205. The connection device 106 sends to 
the CPU 100 information regarding the open/closed status of 
the regulator 107, and the dialed phone number 206. The 
starting controller 104 provides the CPU 100 With a signal 
208 indicating initiation of play. The connection device 206 
provides the communication device 109 With a dial tone/ 
connection signals and VRU commands and queries 209, 
and receives from the same the dialed phone number and 
VRU responses 210. The coin acceptor 122 provides the 
CPU 100 a coin-received signal 207 indicating that coins 
have been deposited into the coin acceptor 122 by the player, 
as Well as information 211 regarding the number of coins 
deposited. 

[0023] The ?oWchart shoWn in FIG. 3 provides an over 
vieW description of the method of operating the slot machine 
and making a phone call therefrom in accordance With the 
?rst embodiment of the present invention. In step S301, a 
player begins to play the machine by depositing one or more 
coins or casino tokens into the coin acceptor of the slot 
machine. Alternatively, the player may use casino play 
credits earned from previous Wins, as is Well knoWn in the 
art. The player instantly receives a reWard of an initial period 
of phone connection time, as Will be explained in more detail 
beloW. In step S302, the player “picks up,” or otherWise 
activates, the attached communication device 109. This 
causes the communication device to send an “off-hook” or 

similar signal to, the connection device 106, and, after 
establishing With the CPU 100 that the player is entitled to 
make a connection, the connection device 106 provides the 
communication device 109 With a dial tone. This alloWs the 
player to make a long distance telephone call via the casino’s 
long distance telephone service provider in step S303 (Local 
and international calls can also be made in similar fashion). 
In step S304, the telephone call remains connected as long 
as the casino’s slot playing criteria for continuing the phone 
connection are met by the player’s continued use of the slot 
machine. Thus, as long as the slot player plays a minimum 
amount of currency over a predetermined time interval, the 
slot player Will be permitted to establish and/or maintain the 
long distance telephone call for no additional cost. The 
player is therefore reWarded immediately for his continued 
gaming in a fun, loW-cost Way. Eventually, the phone call is 
terminated by the player or called party voluntarily, or by the 
CPU 100 if the player’s slot machine play falls beloW the 
Minimum alloWable level. The casino’s long distance phone 
service provider then bills the casino, in step S305, for the 
phone call on a per slot machine basis or in aggregate for all 
machines. 
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[0024] FIG. 4 is a ?owchart describing in more detail the 
process by Which a slot machine play enables a telephone 
call to be placed. 

[0025] In step S401, the player deposits one or more coins, 
casino tokens or other currency into the coin acceptor 122 of 
the slot machine. In step S402, the coin acceptor 122 signals 
the, CPU 100 that coins have been deposited (data How 207) 
and informs the CPU 100 of the number of deposited coins 
or tokens (data How 211). Upon determining that play has 
been initiated, the CPU 100 retrieves, as needed, the con 
nection program commands 201 stored in ROM 102 (data 
How 201). The player then initiates the game play by pulling 
the handle or hitting the spin button, the operation and 
control of Which is Well knoWn in the art. 

[0026] Once the connection program commands have 
been retrieved from the ROM 102, in step S403, the CPU 
100 executes the commands to enable the phone connection, 
as explained in more detail beloW. The connection program 
commands establish the criteria Which govern Whether or 
not the phone connection is maintained With criteria such as 
coins/pull, time counter value, and disconnect Warning time 
value. The connection program commands may be made 
casino speci?c, and can thus be tailored to meet each 
casino’s particular gaming requirements. Once the starting 
controller 104 has provided the play initiation signal (data 
How 208) to the CPU 100, the regulator 107 opens the 
communication channel. This establishes a dial tone in the 
phone receiver or headset 109. In step S404, the player picks 
up the phone receiver or headset 109 to place a phone call. 
This causes the communication device to send an “off-hook” 
or similar signal to the connection device 106, and the 
connection device 106 provides the communication device 
109 With the dial tone (data flows 209 and 210). The player 
then enters the phone number using a receiver keypad, a 
stand-alone keypad or preferably a touch video screen on the 
slot machine display (not shoWn). The phone number is then 
sent to the connection device (data How 210), Which in turn 
sends it to the CPU 100‘ (data How 206). In step S405, the 
CPU 100 places the call via the casino’s local or long 
distance provider, and the player begins speaking to the 
connected party While continuing to play the slot machine in 
step S407. 

[0027] Once the call has begun, the player must maintain 
minimum rate of play or else the call Will be terminated. For 
example, the player might have to put in three coins every 
tWenty seconds to maintain the connection. For each coin or 
set of coins inserted a “time counter value” is established 
Which represents the alloWed connection time. This “time 
counter” functionality is similar to that used by pay phones 
Where, for each quarter deposited, the caller gets a pre 
established number of seconds of call time. In the present 
invention, a tWenty second “time counter” begins to dimin 
ish as soon as the coins are deposited. The time counter 
value is stored in a register in RAM 101. Accordingly, in 
step S406, the CPU 100 monitors the play of the slot 
machine and regulates the phone connection based on the 
criteria of the executed connection program, as Will be 
explained in further detail beloW. If the criteria of the 
connection program are met, the connection continues. 
OtherWise, the connection is terminated (of course, the 
player may alWays terminate the call voluntarily before he 
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has used up his free time). The process for monitoring play 
and regulating the connection is described in more detail 
beloW. 

[0028] FIGS. 5a and 5b are flow charts describing in 
further detail step S403 of FIG. 4, the execution by the CPU 
100 of the connection program retrieved from the ROM 102 
in step S501. In step S502, CPU 100 queries the coin 
acceptor 122, requesting the number of coins deposited for 
this particular play. In step S503, the coin acceptor 122 
transmits the number of coins played to the CPU 100 (data 
How 207). CPU 100 then receives play initiation signal from 
the spin button or handle. In step S504, the CPU 100 decides 
Whether the total number of coins played is above the 
minimum speci?ed in the connection program 201. If so, the 
CPU 100 sends the connection command to the connection 
device 106 in step S506; if not, the player continues playing 
as usual, in step S505. In step S507, the connection device 
106 transmits the connection command to the CPU 100 and 
the regulator 107 enables a dial tone. In step S508, the 
connection device 106 signals the CPU 100 that the dial tone 
has been established. After the player has dialed the phone 
number and the CPU has made the phone connection (steps 
S404 and S405), the CPU 100 queries the clock 103 as to the 
exact time of connection in step S509 (data How 204). In 
step S510, the CPU 100 establishes the time counter value 
in seconds enabled by the game play. The CPU 100 also 
establishes the “disconnect Warning time,” the amount of 
time before disconnection When a Warning to continue play 
Will be given, established by the criteria of the connection 
program. Once established, the time counter value and 
disconnect Warning times are stored in and retrieved from 
RAM 101 (data flows 202 and 203). In step S511, the 
CPU-100 begins to decrement the established time counter 
value second by second. 

[0029] FIGS. 6a and 6b are flow charts describing in 
further detail step S406 of FIG. 4. In step S601 (see steps 
S510 and S511 of FIG. 5b), the CPU 100 establishes a time 
counter value (such as 30 seconds) and decrements it second 
by second as time passes. In step S602, When the time 
counter value reaches the disconnect Warning time (such as 
10 seconds) the CPU sends a Warning command to the 
connection device 106 (data How 205). In step S603, the 
connection device delivers a disconnection Warning to the 
player over the communication device via the VRU, 108 
(data How 209). The CPU 100 then monitors the coin 
acceptor 122 and receives the play initiation signal from the 
spin button and handle to determine Whether the player has 
initiated another play. As is apparent, if the player continues 
playing the slot machine, he is immediately reWarded With 
additional phone connection time, as the CPU 100 resets the 
time counter value to its original level and maintains the 
phone connection in step S605. If the player continues the, 
call and does not initiate additional play by depositing coins 
and pulling the handle as in step 606, the CPU 100 may 
instruct the VRU 108 to deliver a second Warning to the 
player as in step 607. The CPU then monitors Whether the 
player responds in step S608. If the player does not respond 
to the second Warning, in step S615 the connection is 
terminated When the time counter expires by reaching Zero. 
If the player does respond in step S608, in step S609 the 
CPU determines hoW the player Wishes to maintain the 
phone connection. The player can maintain the connection 
by (1) depositing more coins or tokens into the slot machine 
or by using a play credit to play the machine, in step S610, 
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or by (2) instructing the CPU 110, via the VRU 108 and a 
telephone keypad or preferably a video monitor keypad, to 
use a phone calling card or credit card, in step S611. In the 
?rst option, in step S605, the time counter value is reset. The 
connection remains open and the call continues, With pro 
gram execution returning to step S602. 

[0030] For the second option, the CPU commands the 
regulator 107 to keep the connection open in step S612. In 
step S613, the CPU 100 stops the connection program, and 
in step S614, the CPU 100 charges further time beyond the 
expiration of the previously assigned time counter value to 
the player’s calling card or credit card account, as is Well 
knoWn in the art. 

[0031] Alternatively, the accumulated and stored phone 
connection time in RAM 101 may not be added to the phone 
connection time in step S510. In this case, When the second 
disconnect Warning is given, the player may be offered by 
the VRU 108 another option of using all or some of the 
stored phone connection time to continue the phone call. 

[0032] Acasino using the present invention could be billed 
by the local or long distance service provider for all of the 
calls made from slot machines on a machine-by-machine 
basis, as each machine Would have its oWn line. Alterna 
tively, the phone company could bill the casino for all the 
lines in aggregate. Of course, the slot machines could be also 
connected to a standard private branch exchange Within the 
casino, Which in turn is connected to the service provider’s 
phone lines. 

[0033] FIG. 7 shoWs an example of casino-speci?c con 
nection program criteria 710 permanently stored in ROM 
102 and temporarily stored during connection program 
execution in RAM 101. Of course, it should be understood 
that both the connection program and the folloWing criteria 
may also reside in softWare on a separate memory medium 
Which can be imported into RAM 101 and executed by the 
CPU 100 by means Well-knoWn in the computing art. As 
FIG. 7 shoWs, by depositing three dollar tokens into a dollar 
slot machine, the player Will be immediately given 10.8 
seconds of free long distance phone time for calls made 
Within the continental United States. Depositing three ?ve 
dollar tokens into a ?ve dollar slot machine Will provide 72 
seconds of phone connection time for both domestic and 
international calls. Other slot machine denominations Will 
provide more or less phone connection time per deposited 
coin, and that time may also be geographically limited, for 
example, to only the Central Time Zone (“CST”), or the CST 
and the Paci?c Time Zone (“PST”). Disconnect Warning 
times are usually 10 seconds before the time counter value 
expires, but may vary With the slot machine denomination as 
Well. It should be noted that current telecommunications 
costs make it less economically feasible to practice this 
invention on penny, dime, and quarter slot machines. In the 
future, hoWever, telecommunications costs may be loW 
enough such that this invention could be easily implemented 
on any denomination slot machine. Of course the casino may 
implement rules designed for loWer denomination. For 
example, the player might have to play for thirty minutes on 
a quarter machine before having the ability to make a free 
long distance call. 

[0034] FIG. 7 also shoWs an example of the economics 
behind the free telephone service. For example, a dollar slot 
machine Will typically have a three percent hold percentage. 
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This means that for every dollar played, the casino averages 
a three cent pro?t. The casino may alloW ?ve percent of 
those Winnings to be given back to the player. Five percent 
of that pro?t per coin, $0.006, Would be given to the player 
in the form of free phone time. For each dollar played, 3.6 
seconds of free phone connection time is provided. 

[0035] In addition, the CPU 100 may determine, via the 
player’s slot card, for example, that the player has “high 
roller” status. In this case, the casino may provide a high 
roller player With unlimited, free phone connection time for 
as long as the player keeps his card in the slot card reader, 
or until a predetermined time after the player has stopped 
playing the machine. This may be accomplished by simply 
commanding the regulator 107 to keep the connection open 
until the player ?nishes playing the slot machine. 

[0036] A ?rst example of playing a slot machine of the 
present invention and making a phone call therefrom fol 
loWs. Assume a slot player begins play on a ?ve dollar slot 
machine. The player inserts three dollar coins or tokens and 
pulls the handle of the slot machine. While the reels spin, the 
player picks up the phone and hears a dial tone, as described 
above, and dials a long distance call to NeW York City. Upon 
initiating tie call, the CPU 100 begins to count doWn 72 
seconds of phone connection time, that is, 3 coins times 24 
seconds per coin. If the player does not insert another coin, 
or does not use any previously earned play credits Within 
that 72 second time interval then the call Will be terminated, 
after a Warning has been provided When 10 seconds of phone 
time are left. OtherWise, the call Will continue for the 
additional phone time connection reWarded to the player. 

[0037] Asecond example describes an alternative embodi 
ment of the present invention. Assume the player has been 
playing a, dollar slot machine for over an hour, depositing 
one coin per handle pull at a rate of 400 handle pulls per 
hour, and not made any phone calls. The slot machine stores 
a “free phone time balance” or the total number of accu 
mulated seconds over that hour in RAM 101. The player 
then inserts three dollar tokens and pulls the handle. He then 
picks up the phone receiver and initiates a long distance 
phone call. The player noW has 1,450 seconds of phone 
connection (3 coins deposited time 3.6 seconds per coin plus 
1,440 seconds previously earned). In this example, the 
player does not insert any more coins or otherWise continue 
playing. With ten seconds remaining, the CPU 100 directs 
the VRU 108 to Warn the player that unless he continues 
playing, the call Will be terminated. The player ignores the 
Warning, and When the time expires, the phone call is 
terminated. It should be noted that the casino may choose to 
only offer a portion of the accumulated seconds as the total 
may be so high that it results in inactive play time for the 
machine. 

[0038] In another embodiment of the present invention, 
instead of free long distance phone service, players may be 
provided With reWards of free phone connection time to 
sports lines, adult entertainment lines, psychic entertainment 
lines and chat lines. Further, the casino may instead provide 
free audio entertainment, via headphones for example, to the 
players. Such audio services may include comedy, music, 
neWs and the like. In this embodiment, the casino may need 
to replace the phone connection device 106 With an audio 
connection device, and the communication device 109 With 
audio listening equipment. These services ate alternatives to 
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placing a long distance call and Would be enabled in the 
manner as a long distance call. 

[0039] There has thus been provided a neW and improved 
slot machine for reWarding free long distance telephone 
service to its players, thus providing a strong incentive to 
play frequently and continuously and in a fun and affordable 
Way. 

[0040] Of course, it Will be appreciated that the invention 
may take forms other than those speci?cally described, and 
the Scope of the invention is to be determined solely by the 
folloWing claims. 

1-32. (canceled) 
33. A system comprising: 

means for receiving currency; 

means responsive to the receipt of currency for enabling 
a game play; and 

means, responsive to the initiation of game play, for 
enabling a connection to a service for a period of time. 

34. The system of claim 33, Wherein the service comprises 
a telephone service and further comprising means for estab 
lishing a connection, the means for establishing a connection 
letting a user of a gaming device establish a telephone call 
to a party identi?ed by a user-entered telephone number. 

35. The system of claim 33, Wherein the means for 
enabling the connection includes means for maintaining the 
connection beyond the period of time When additional 
currency is used to initiate subsequent game plays at a 
predetermined rate. 

36. The system of claim 33, further comprising means for 
providing a Warning before the period of time eXpires. 

37. The system of claim 33, further comprising means to 
receive a signal indicating that the connection has been 
established. 

38. The system of claim 33, further comprising: 

means for storing credits When the game play results in a 
Win; and 

means for using the credits to maintain the connection. 
39. The system of claim 33, further comprising means for 

terminating the connection When additional game plays are 
not initiated at the gaming device at a predetermined rate. 

40. The system of claim 33, Wherein the time period is a 
function of the amount of currency received. 

41. The system of claim 33, further comprising: 

means for storing and accumulating connection time 
When a player does not immediately use the enabled 
connection for any game play; and 

means for using the stored and accumulated connection 
time to maintain a connection enabled and used during 
a subsequent game play. 

42. The system of claim 41, Wherein the connection time 
is a function of the amount of currency received for any 
game play. 

43. The system of claim 33, Wherein the means for 
receiving currency includes a slot machine. 
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44. A system comprising: 

a gaming device including a currency acceptor for receiv 
ing currency; and 

a central processor responsive to the receipt of currency 
by the currency acceptor, the central processor being 
operable to: 

initiate, in response to the receipt of currency, a game 
play via the gaming device, and 

enable, in response to the initiation of the game play, a 
connection to a service for a period of time via a 
connection device connected to the central processor. 

45. The system of claim 44, Wherein the central processor 
is operative to maintain the connection to the service beyond 
the period of time When additional currency is used to 
initiate subsequent game plays. 

46. The system of claim 44, Wherein the connection 
device further comprises a voice response unit for providing 
a Warning before the period of time eXpires. 

47. The system of claim 44, further comprising: 

a memory for storing credits When the game play results 
in a Win, Wherein the central processor is operative to 
use the stored credits to maintain the connection to the 
service. 

48. The system of claim 44, Wherein the central processor 
terminates the connection When additional game plays are 
not initiated at the gaming device at a predetermined rate. 

49. The system of claim 44, Wherein the time period is a 
function of the amount of currency received. 

50. The system of claim 44, further comprising: 

a memory for storing and accumulating connection time 
for the service When a player does not immediately use 
the enabled connection, and Wherein the central pro 
cessor is operable to use the stored and accumulated 
connection time to establish and maintain a connection 
to the service during a subsequent game play. 

51. The system of claim 51, Wherein the connection time 
is a function of the amount of currency received for any 
game play. 

52. A method comprising: 

providing a gaming device at Which a player may initiate 
a game play by providing a Wager; and 

granting to the player access to a service for a period of 
time in response to the initiation of the game play at the 
gaming device. 

53. The method of claim 52, further including granting 
access to the service beyond the period of time in response 
to the player initiating another game play at the gaming 
device. 

54. The method of claim 52, further comprising termi 
nating the access to the service after the period has expired 
and the player stops initiating game plays and playing the 
gaming device. 


