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(57) ABSTRACT 

A communication system that permits the coexistence of a 
plurality of ultraWide band (UWB) radio communication 
networks that use different signal systems is achieved by 
using the same beacon signal and specifying the format of 
part of the control command among a plurality of UWB 
radio communication networks that use different signal 
systems, as de?ned, for example, by impulse period, impulse 
Width, spreading ratio, and spreading code. When one UWB 
netWork receives a beacon signal from another UWB net 
Work, judging from the received beacon signal it grasps the 
transmission parameter that is used by another party and 
performs time-division on the transmission frame period for 
its oWn system. 
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RADIO COMMUNICATION SYSTEM, AND 
APPARATUS, METHOD, AND COMPUTER 

PROGRAM FOR SAID RADIO COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a radio communi 
cation system for communications betWeen a plurality of 
radio stations, and also to an apparatus, method, and com 
puter program for said radio communication system. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to a radio commu 
nication system having a netWork constructed under control 
of a speci?c control station and also to an apparatus, method, 
and computer program for radio communication for trans 
mission of information Within such a Wireless netWork. 

[0003] To be more speci?c, the present invention relates to 
a radio communication system in Which there exist a plu 
rality of netWorks Which compete With one another and also 
to an apparatus, method, and computer program for such a 
radio communication system. More particularly, the present 
invention relates to a radio communication system to solve 
competition among a plurality of Wireless netWorks Which 
use different signal systems and also to an apparatus, 
method, and computer program for such a radio communi 
cation system. 

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0005] By constructing a local area netWork (LAN) from 
a plurality of computers connected to one another, it is 
possible to share information (such as ?le and data) and 
peripherals (such as printer) and to transmit and exchange 
information (such as e-mail and data contents). 

[0006] It has been common practice to construct a LAN by 
Wiring With optical ?bers, coaxial cables, or tWisted pair 
cables. This conventional LAN has the disadvantage of 
requiring troublesome Wiring Works, Which prevents easy 
construction of a netWork. In addition, a Wired LAN incon 
veniently limits the movement of apparatuses Within the 
cable length. The Wireless LAN, Which has appeared as a 
neW system to remove inconvenience from the conventional 
Wired LAN, is noW attracting attention. The Wireless LAN 
of this kind eliminates most cables in an of?ce and permits 
communication terminals, such as personal computers (PC), 
to be moved comparatively easily. 

[0007] There is a rapidly increasing demand for the Wire 
less LAN system as it achieves a greater speed and decreases 
in price. NoWadays, many users are considering the intro 
duction of a personal area netWork (PAN), Which is a 
small-scale Wireless netWork for information exchange 
betWeen a plurality of electronic apparatuses present around 
individual users. There are different radio communication 
systems based on speci?c frequency bands (such as 2.4 GHZ 
and 5 GHZ band) Which do not need any license from 
supervisory of?ces. 

[0008] The high-speed personal area netWork is being 
standardiZed in IEEE 802.153, Which is based on the PHY 
(physical) layer utiliZing signals in the 2.4 GHZ band. 

[0009] According to this IEEE 802.153, the MAC 
(medium access control) sublayer speci?ed therein can be 
used as another PHY layer other than the PHY layer that uses 
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signals in the 2.4 GHZ band. The MAC sublayer has a 
contention access period (CAP) and a contention-free period 
(CFP). Asynchronous communications are performed by 
using the contention access period in Which short data and 
command information are exchanged. On the other hand, 
stream communications are performed Within the conten 
tion-free period in Which slots called guaranteed time slot 
(GTS) are allocated for bandWidth reserve transmission. 

[0010] Recently, standardiZation is going on to use the 
PHY layer speci?ed in IEEE 802.153 for other PHY layers 
than those Which use signals in the 2.4 GHZ band. 

[0011] Among systems for the high-speed Wireless per 
sonal area netWork is UWB (ultra-Wide-band). This radio 
communication system is designed to realiZe high-speed 
data transmission in Which data is spread over an extremely 
Wide frequency band, say, 2 to 6 GHZ. 

[0012] The UWB radio communication system sends a 
signal by repeating an impulse string, Which has a prescribed 
pulse Width, Within a prescribed pulse period. The signal 
transmitted in this Way is a signal string constructed of 
information bits. There are several possible Ways of repre 
senting the signal string. In other Words, one signal string 
may have a varied frequency band and a spread signal band 
Width. 

[0013] This signal string may be modulated in various 
Ways. For example, it is possible to express the bit values of 
0 and 1 by changing the phase of the pulse, and it is also 
possible to express multiple values by subtly changing the 
position of the pulse. 

[0014] In the recent communication environment in Which 
information equipment has come into general use, a variety 
of apparatuses are present in an of?ce, and apparatuses are 
connected to one another through a Wireless netWork, there 
occurs an undesirable instance in Which Wireless netWorks 
become congested in a limited area and a plurality of 
Wireless netWorks use the same frequency band. 

[0015] In such a case there is no means to exclude signals 
coming from another Wireless netWorks. It is only permis 
sible for one Wireless netWork to begin transmission after 
con?rming a period of time in Which another Wireless 
netWork remains idle. For example, the control station of a 
netWork decodes the beacon information coming from 
another netWork to obtain the band allocation information, 
then, based on such information, it excludes the band 
allocation region being used by another netWork and re 
establishes the band allocation region to be used by its oWn 
netWork. 

[0016] In the case of the above-mentioned UWB Wireless 
communication netWork, data to be transmitted is spread 
over an extremely Wide band Width. This leads to a great 
possibility that one Wireless communication netWork com 
petes With its adjacent ones. 

[0017] Because of its inherent properties, the UWB radio 
communication system employs signals Which have been 
spread over the entire Wide frequency band. This poses 
dif?culties in operating the system by sWitching the fre 
quency as in the conventional radio system. 

[0018] In addition, the UWB radio communication system 
may use various signal strings and modulation schemes 
(Which are collectively referred to as “signal system” here 
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inafter) depending on the signal aspect, impulse period, 
impulse Width, spread ratio, and spreading code. The prob 
lem With the UWB radio communication netWorks Which 
employ different signal systems is that signals from one 
netWork to another cause interference and the beacon signal 
from another netWork cannot be decoded because of non 
interchangeability of signal expressions. The consequence is 
that it is impossible to mutually con?rm the presence of 
netWorks or it is impossible to detect the region Which is 
being used for communication by another netWork. 

OBJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0019] The present invention Was completed to tackle the 
above-mentioned technical problem. It is an object of the 
present invention to provide an improved radio communi 
cation system Which permits the coexistence of a plurality of 
competing Wireless netWorks Which use the same frequency 
band, and also to provide an apparatus, method, and com 
puter program for said radio communicate system. 

[0020] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide an improved radio communication system Which 
permits the coexistence of a plurality of Wireless netWorks 
that use different signal systems Without contention, and also 
to provide an apparatus, method, and computer program for 
said radio communication system. 

[0021] The ?rst aspect of the present invention resides in 
a radio communication system consisting of a plurality of 
Wireless netWorks Which use different signal systems, said 
radio communication system being characteriZed in that 
control information is exchanged betWeen the control station 
in one Wireless netWork and the control station of another 
Wireless netWork by means of the same signal system, 
thereby solving contention betWeen them, and subsequently 
the transmission of information is accomplished in one 
Wireless netWork Without interference With another Wireless 
netWork. 

[0022] The term “radio communication system” as used 
herein is a logical assembly of a plurality of apparatuses (or 
functional modules to perform a speci?c function), no 
matter Whether or not such apparatuses and functional 
modules are enclosed in a single package. 

[0023] The Wireless netWork herein is one Which is 
designed to perform UWB radio communication for high 
speed data transmission by spreading over an extremely high 
frequency band. The signal used in the UWB radio com 
munication system denotes a signal string constituting cer 
tain information bits because it is transmitted by repeating 
impulse strings having a prescribed pulse Width in a pre 
scribed pulse frequency. In the UWB radio communication 
system, the signal system may vary depending on the signal 
aspect, impulse period, impulse Width, spread ratio, and 
spreading code. 

[0024] A UWB Wireless netWork is greatly liable to com 
pete With its adjacent Wireless netWork because it performs 
transmission by spreading data over an extremely Wide 
band. The only possible Way for one Wireless netWork to 
avoid competition With another Wireless netWork is to con 
?rm the time in Which another Wireless netWork remains idle 
and then transmit signals, because it has no means to 
eliminate signals coming from another Wireless netWork. 
HoWever, con?rming the available time is impossible among 
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UWB Wireless netWorks using different signal systems, 
because one Wireless netWork cannot decode the beacon 
information from another Wireless netWork. For this reason, 
such Wireless netWorks cannot coexist. 

[0025] By contrast, the present invention offers the advan 
tage of permitting one netWork to knoW if there exists a 
different UWB radio communication system nearby and to 
knoW hoW such a netWork is operating. This advantage is 
due to the fact that the same format is applied to the beacon 
signal scheme (pulse period, pulse Width, modulation 
scheme, and spreading code) used by different UWB radio 
communication systems. 

[0026] Each Wireless netWork operates With its inherent 
transmission frame period. The control station of one Wire 
less netWork transmits the beacon signal and other control 
information that describes hoW the netWork is utiliZed to the 
control station of another Wireless netWork by using the 
common signal system. Thus they can exchange control 
information betWeen them, thereby solving the problem With 
competition betWeen netWorks. 

[0027] The second aspect of the present invention resides 
in an apparatus for radio communication Which operates in 
a Wireless netWork environment in Which there coexist a 
plurality of Wireless netWorks Which use different signal 
systems, said apparatus for radio communication comprising 
a common signal reception means to receive control infor 
mation transmitted from another netWork by means of a 
signal system common With that of another netWork, a 
competition solving means to solve competition With one 
netWork on the basis of the control information from another 
netWork Which has been received by said common signal 
reception means, a control information generating means to 
generate the control information of one netWork in accor 
dance With the result of competition solution achieved by 
said competition solving means, and a common signal 
transmission means to transmit the control information in 
one netWork by means of a signal system common With that 
of another netWork. 

[0028] The apparatus for radio communication according 
to the second aspect of the present invention offers the 
advantage that one radio communication system can let 
another radio communication system knoW its presence 
because it has the common signal transmission means to 
transmit signals Which are common With another radio 
communication system. Moreover, one radio communica 
tion system can recogniZe the presence of another radio 
communication system because it has the common signal 
reception means to receive signals Which are common With 
another radio communication system. 

[0029] Said competition solving means may be con 
structed such that one netWork con?rms the period being 
used by another netWork from Which the control information 
has been received and then it sets up the period it uses. 
Alternatively, one netWork asks another netWork to set up 
the use period so as to avoid con?icts With the period it uses. 

[0030] The third aspect of the present invention resides in 
an apparatus for radio communication Which operates in a 
Wireless netWork environment in Which there coexist a 
plurality of Wireless netWorks Which use different signal 
systems, said apparatus for radio communication comprising 
a common signal reception means to receive control infor 
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mation transmitted from another network by means of a 
signal system common with that of another network, a radio 
transmission/reception means to exchange information with 
another radio communication apparatus within one network 
by means of the signal system which is used within one 
network, and a radio transmission/reception control means 
to control the action for information transmission within one 
network on the basis of another network’s control informa 
tion which has been received by said common signal recep 
tion means. 

[0031] As mentioned above, the wireless network 
involved in the present invention transmits beacon signals 
and other control information describing how the network is 
being used, by means of a common signal system which is 
different from that used for ordinary information transmis 
sion. Therefore, the apparatus for radio communication 
needs at least the common signal reception means to receive 
and decode the control information in order to transmit 
information through the wireless network under control by 
the control station. Needless to say, the common signal 
reception means may be omitted if the same signal system 
is used for ordinary information transmission and control 
information transmission. 

[0032] The fourth aspect of the present invention resides 
in a computer program written in a computer-readable 
format to be executed on a computer system which does 
processing for operation in a wireless network environment 
in which there coexist a plurality of wireless networks which 
use different signal systems, said computer program com 
prising a common signal reception step to receive control 
information transmitted from another network by means of 
a signal system common with that of another network, a 
competition solving step to solve competition with one 
network on the basis of the control information from another 
network which has been received in said common signal 
reception step, a control information generating step to 
generate the control information of one network in accor 
dance with the result of competition solution achieved in 
said competition solving step, and a common signal trans 
mission step to transmit the control information in one 
network by means of a signal system common with that of 
another network. 

[0033] The ?fth aspect of the present invention resides in 
a computer program written in a computer-readable format 
to be executed on a computer system which does processing 
for operation in a wireless network environment in which 
there coexist a plurality of wireless networks which use 
different signal systems, said computer program comprising 
a common signal reception step to receive control informa 
tion transmitted from another network by means of a signal 
system common with that of another network, and a radio 
transmission/reception step to execute the information trans 
mission action within one network on the basis of the control 
information from another network which has been received 
in said common signal reception step. 

[0034] The fourth and ?fth aspects of the present invention 
each de?ne a computer program (in the computer-readable 
format) to do processing on a computer system. In other 
words, with this computer program installed, the computer 
system produces the same effect as the radio communication 
apparatus pertaining to the third and fourth aspects of the 
present invention. 
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[0035] Other features and advantages of the present inven 
tion will be apparent from the following description of 
embodiments taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0036] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing the radio 
communication environment pertaining to the ?rst embodi 
ment of the present invention; 

[0037] FIG. 2 is a diagram showing frequency bands used 
for various radio communication systems; 

[0038] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an example 
of the construction of signals used in the UWB radio 
communication system; 

[0039] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an example 
of the construction of signals used in the ?rst UWB wireless 
network 10; 

[0040] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing an example 
of the construction of signals used in the second UWB 
wireless network 20; 

[0041] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an example 
of the construction of the transmission frame period used in 
the radio communication system pertaining to the present 
invention; 

[0042] FIG. 7 is a diagram showing how time-division 
multiplexing is accomplished for the ?rst UWB wireless 
network 10 and the second UWB wireless network 20; 

[0043] FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of the 
construction of the beacon signal used in the embodiment of 
the present invention; 

[0044] FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an example of the 
construction of the common control signal; 

[0045] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram showing the func 
tional construction of the radio communication apparatus 
100 that operates in the radio communication environment 
pertaining to the present invention; 

[0046] FIG. 11 is a How chart showing the procedure for 
communication processing by which the radio communica 
tion apparatus 100 pertaining to the embodiment works as 
the control station; and 

[0047] FIG. 12 is a modi?ed ?ow chart showing the 
procedure for communication processing by which the radio 
communication apparatus 100 pertaining to the embodiment 
works as the control station. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0048] The embodiments of the present invention will be 
described in more detail with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

[0049] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing the radio 
communication environment pertaining to the ?rst embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

[0050] FIG. 1 illustrates by example a ?rst UWB wireless 
network 10 and a second UWB wireless network 20, the 
former consisting of communication apparatuses 11, 12, 13, 
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14, and 15, and a control station 16, and the latter consisting 
of communication apparatuses 21, 22, 23, and 24, and a 
control station 25. 

[0051] This ?gure suggests that those communication 
apparatuses 13 and 21, Which belong to both of the netWorks 
10 and 20, are ready to receive more than one beacon signal. 

[0052] This ?gure also suggests that the control stations 16 
and 25, Which belong to the respective netWorks, are ready 
to receive the beacon signal from each other. 

[0053] In each of the ?rst and second UWB Wireless 
netWorks 10 and 20, high-speed data transmission is accom 
plished by spreading data over an extremely high-frequency 
band, for example, from 2 GHZ to 6 GHZ. HoWever, 
communication betWeen the tWo Wireless netWorks 10 and 
20 is accomplished by means of non-interchangeable signal 
systems differing in signal aspect, impulse period, impulse 
Width, spread ratio, and spreading code. Consequently, in the 
communication area in Which both netWorks 10 and 20 
coexist, their signals cause interference. 

[0054] FIG. 2 is a diagram shoWing frequency bands used 
for various radio communications systems. It is apparent 
from this ?gure that the ultra-Wide-band overlaps With 
various existing frequency bands used by the existing radio 
systems. 

[0055] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram shoWing an example 
of the construction of signals used in the UWB radio 
communication system. It is noted that the UWB signal is 
constructed of a string of impulses Which have a prescribed 
impulse Width and are repeated in a prescribed period. 

[0056] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram shoWing an example 
of the construction of signals used in the ?rst UWB Wireless 
netWork 10. The signal system shoWn in this ?gure is so 
designed as to represent the bit values of 0 and 1 as the pulse 
phase changes. In other Words, the phase for an impulse to 
rise and fall represents the bit value of 1, and the phase for 
an impulse to fall and rise represents the bit value of 0. This 
signal system is called “Biphase Modulation”. The sequence 
of impulse rise and fall may be reversed to represent 1’s and 
O’s. 

[0057] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram shoWing an example 
of the construction of signals used in the second UWB 
Wireless netWork 20. The signal system shoWn in this ?gure 
is so designed as to represent the bit values of 0 and 1 in 
terms of the subtle change in pulse timing. In other Words, 
a delay of impulse timing represents the bit value of 0, and 
an advance of impulse timing represents the bit value of 1. 
This signal system is called “Pulse Position Modulation” 
(PPM). The sequence of impulse timing (delay and advance) 
may be reversed to represent 1’s and Us 

[0058] The signal systems shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 5 are not 
interchangeable With each other. A UWB signal represented 
by one signal system cannot be decoded by another signal 
system. 

[0059] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram shoWing an example 
of the construction of the transmission frame period used in 
the radio communication system pertaining to the present 
invention. It is assumed that the ?rst and second UWB 
Wireless netWorks 10 and 20 employ different signal systems 
but the transmission frame period is the same. 
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[0060] As shoWn in this ?gure, the transmission frame 
period is determined by the beacon signal Which is sent 
periodically from the control station of the Wireless netWork. 

[0061] The beacon signal to determine the frame is fol 
loWed by the “Contention Access Period” (CAP) and the 
“Contention-free Period” (CFP). In the former period, each 
communication apparatus performs asynchronous transmis 
sion by means of the random access procedure. In the latter 
period, communication is performed betWeen speci?c com 
munication apparatuses. 

[0062] In the contention-free period, a slot called-guaran 
teed time slot (GTS) is allocated each time to the transmis 
sion (for example, in reply to request for frequency band 
allocation) from an arbitrary communication apparatus. The 
example shoWn in FIG. 6 has three GTS’s (GTS-1, GTS-2, 
and GTS-3) set up in the contention-free period. 

[0063] As shoWn in FIG. 1, the ?rst and second UWB 
Wireless netWorks 10 and 20 have the communication areas 
Which overlap With each other. This situation brings about 
con?icts, and signals from one netWork interfere With sig 
nals from another netWork. In the UWB radio communica 
tion system, Which uses signals spread over a broad fre 
quency band, one Wireless netWork tends to cause con?icts 
With its adjacent ones. Moreover, it is dif?cult to operate the 
UWB radio communication system by sWitching frequen 
cies as in the conventional radio system. 

[0064] For the adjacent Wireless netWorks to coexist With 
out mutual con?icts, it is necessary that one Wireless net 
Work perform transmission after it has recogniZed the time 
in Which another Wireless netWork is not operating. Conse 
quently, the control station in one netWork is required to 
obtain the beacon signal and other control signals transmit 
ted from the control station in another netWork, thereby 
grasping hoW the frequency band is being used. 

[0065] HoWever, this is not practicable in the radio com 
munication environment pertaining to the embodiment of 
the present invention. As mentioned earlier With reference to 
FIGS. 4 and 5, the signal representation is not interchange 
able betWeen the Wireless netWorks 10 and 20, in Which the 
signal systems are different depending on the signal aspect, 
impulse period, impulse Width, spread ratio, and spreading 
code. Hence, the radio communication apparatus in one 
netWork cannot decode UWB signals from the radio com 
munication apparatus in another netWork. In other Words, 
incapability of decoding beacon signals prevents one net 
Work from grasping hoW another netWork is using the 
frequency band. 

[0066] This embodiment, therefore, is intended to make 
one netWork knoW that UWB radio communication systems 
of different type exist in its vicinity and hoW the netWork in 
that system is operating. This object is achieved by adopting 
the same signal system (impulse period, impulse Width, 
modulation scheme, and spreading code) in the physical 
layer used in different UWB radio communication systems. 

[0067] According to this embodiment, communication 
betWeen the ?rst and second UWB Wireless netWorks 10 and 
20 is accomplished in the folloWing manner. They employ 
their oWn signal systems for ordinary information transmis 
sion in the contention-free access period; hoWever, the 
control station of each Wireless netWork employs the com 
mon signal system (for example, the one Which is adopted 
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by either of the networks) for information (such as beacon 
signal) to be exchanged by using time division of the 
transmission frame period. 

[0068] In this Way the control station can grasp hoW the 
netWorks are operating and hence can reserve the band in its 
netWork after it has con?rmed that time in the transmission 
period Which is not being used by another Wireless netWork. 
In other Words, the control stations transmit the beacon 
signal using the common signal system, thereby making 
possible time division of the transmission frame period for 
the competing Wireless netWorks and making possible the 
coexistence of the competing Wireless netWorks. 

[0069] In the radio communication environment according 
to this embodiment, each Wireless netWork has the common 
signal transmitting unit to transmit signals common to 
different Wireless communication systems. In this Way one 
Wireless communication system can let another Wireless 
communication system knoW its presence. 

[0070] LikeWise, each Wireless netWork has the common 
signal receiving unit to receive signals common to different 
Wireless communication systems. In this Way one Wireless 
communication system can knoW the presence of a Wireless 
communication system of different type. 

[0071] FIG. 7 is a diagram shoWing hoW time-division 
multiplexing is accomplished for the ?rst UWB Wireless 
netWork 10 and the second UWB Wireless netWork 20. 

[0072] In the example shoWn in FIG. 7, the ?rst Wireless 
netWork 10 has the transmission frame period (71), Which 
starts With the beacon signal (701) of the ?rst Wireless 
netWork. The beacon signal is folloWed by the period (702) 
for use by another system. For this time region (702) are 
allocated the contention-free period (712) and the timing 
(713) for transmission of the beacon signal by the second 
Wireless netWork 20. The second Wireless netWork 20 uses 
this contention-free access period (712) to allocate the 
frequency band to the radio communication apparatuses 21 
to 25 therein. 

[0073] In the same Way as above, the second Wireless 
netWork 20 has the transmission frame period (72). In the 
period (715) for use by another system are allocated the 
contention-free period (704) and the timing (705) for trans 
mission of the beacon signal by the ?rst Wireless netWork 10. 
The ?rst Wireless netWork 10 uses this contention-free 
access period (704) to allocate the frequency band to the 
radio communication apparatuses 11 to 15 therein. 

[0074] The time (706) for use by another system is 
repeated in the transmission frame period of the ?rst Wire 
less netWork 10. In this time region (706) are repeatedly 
established the contention-free access period (716) and the 
timing (717) for transmission of the beacon signal by the 
second Wireless netWork 20. 

[0075] As mentioned above, the control station of each 
netWork transmits the beacon signal by using the common 
signal system, so that it can grasp hoW other netWorks are 
operating (or it can detect the time in Which the frequency 
band is being used by other netWorks). Thus it is possible for 
each netWork to have the transmission frame periods dis 
placed so that they do not con?ict With the contention-free 
access period, as shoWn in FIG. 7. In other Words, one 
netWork con?rms the time Which is not being used by 
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another netWork and then establishes the contention-free 
access period of its oWn and allocates the frequency band in 
itself. Alternatively, one netWork can establish the conten 
tion-free access period such that the period being used by 
another netWork is allocated to the communication apparatus 
at a location liable to interference With communication. In 
other Words, the coexistence of competing netWorks is 
realiZed if they are alloWed for time-division of the trans 
mission frame. 

[0076] The Wireless netWorks 10 and 20 have the conten 
tion access periods CAP (703) and (714), respectively, and 
(707) and (718), respectively, Which are arranged in the 
same time period. This construction facilitates asynchronous 
transmission and hence random access. 

[0077] The tWo netWorks may transmit not only the bea 
con signal but also other information by using the common 
signal system in the contention access period. In this Way 
they may exchange, by using this contention access period, 
control information necessary for time-division of the trans 
mission frame period. 

[0078] FIG. 8 is a diagram shoWing an example of the 
construction of the beacon signal used in the embodiment of 
the present invention. As mentioned above, the control 
station of each Wireless netWork 10 and 20 transmits the 
beacon signal by using the common signal system. 

[0079] As shoWn in FIG. 8, the beacon signal consists of 
the folloWing segments. 

[0080] Beacon identi?er Which identi?es the received 
signal as a beacon signal. 

[0081] Device identi?er Which indicates Which 
device is the control station. 

[0082] NetWork synchroniZing parameter Which 
describes a parameter to synchroniZe the netWorks. 

[0083] Slot allocation information Which describes 
hoW the guaranteed time slot is allocated. 

[0084] UWB signal information Which describes 
information about the UWB communication signal 
system used by this system. 

[0085] Another system detection information Which 
informs that another system has been detected. 

[0086] Another system use information Which indi 
cates the period being used by another system. 

[0087] The beacon signal contains such information as 
netWork synchroniZing parameter, slot allocation informa 
tion, UWB signal information to be used, another system 
detection information, and another system use information, 
Which are exchanged to use the transmission frame period in 
time-division mode. Therefore, by transmitting the beacon 
signal by using the signal system Which is common among 
the netWorks, one netWork can recogniZe the presence and 
operation of another netWork, and they can coexist for their 
oWn operation. 

[0088] Incidentally, not all the individual parameters in the 
beacon signal shoWn in FIG. 8 are essential in the present 
invention; some of them may be omitted if necessary or 
other parameters may be added according to need. 
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[0089] FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an example of the 
construction of the common control signal. As in the case of 
the beacon signal, this control signal is transmitted betWeen 
the Wireless netWorks 10 and 20 by means of the common 
signal system. The example shoWn in FIG. 9 is a format of 
the control signal Which Would be exchanged betWeen UWB 
radio communication systems to request the time-division 
use of the transmission frame period. This control signal is 
transmitted on the random access basis in the contention 
access period. 

[0090] This common control signal consists of the folloW 
ing segments. 

[0091] Common control signal identi?er Which iden 
ti?es the signal as the common control signal. 

[0092] Sender device information Which indicates 
Which device is the sender’s device (this information 
is uniquely allocated to individual devices). 

[0093] Recipient device information Which indicates 
Which device is the recipient’s device (this informa 
tion is uniquely allocated to individual devices). 

[0094] Control signal information length Which 
denotes the length of information of the control 
signal. 

[0095] Command information Which indicates What 
common command information is contained in the 
signal. 

[0096] Time-division use request information Which 
requests time division of the transmission frame 
period according to the format speci?ed by the 
command. The common control signal contains 
information Which is exchanged for the transmission 
frame period to be used in time-division mode. Any 
other radio communication apparatus than the con 
trol station may transmit the common control signal 
according to the common signal system in the con 
tention access period. In this Way it can request the 
frequency band by random access mode regardless 
of Whether it is Within one netWork or not. 

[0097] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram shoWing the func 
tional construction of the radio communication apparatus 
100 that operates in the radio communication environment 
(See FIG. 1) pertaining to this embodiment. This construc 
tion is the same as that of the control station to control the 
Wireless netWork and that of the radio communication 
apparatus Which is built into a Wireless netWork under 
control of the control station so that it performs ordinary 
information exchange. The radio communication apparatus 
100 may function differently depending on the program to 
control its operation. 

[0098] As shoWn in FIG. 10, the radio communication 
apparatus 100 consists of the folloWing components. Inter 
face 101, memory buffer 102, UWB radio transmitter 103, 
antenna 104, central controller 105, common signal trans 
mitter 106, information memory 107, common signal 
receiver 108, and UWB radio receiver 109. 

[0099] The radio communication apparatus 100 can 
exchange information With another radio communication 
apparatus under general control by the central controller 
105. The central controller 105 consists of a microprocessor, 
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for example. It executes the program codes stored in the 
information memory 107, thereby controlling the action for 
asynchronous radio communication. 

[0100] In the case Where the radio communication appa 
ratus 100 functions as the control station in the Wireless 
netWork pertaining to this embodiment, the central control 
ler 105 generates the beacon signal in a format common With 
another UWB Wireless netWork and instructs the common 
signal transmitter 106 to transmit it. The common signal 
transmitter 106 transmits the beacon signal in prescribed 
timing through the antenna 104. 

[0101] When the control station receives through the 
antenna 104 a beacon signal from another UWB Wireless 
communication netWork, the received beacon signal is pro 
cessed by the common signal receiver 108 according to a 
prescribed procedure and then temporarily stored in the 
memory buffer 102. The central controller 105 analyZes the 
content of the received beacon signal, thereby grasping the 
presence of another netWork. It also acquires information 
about hoW another netWork is operating (such as transmis 
sion frame period and the frequency band in the transmis 
sion frame period). This information is stored in the infor 
mation memory 107. The netWork changes its netWork 
setting information (such as transmission frame period) 
according to thus stored information and then generates a 
beacon signal according to the change thus made. 

[0102] The radio communication apparatus 100 (other 
than the control station), Which Works as an ordinary com 
munication terminal, receives through the antenna 104 the 
beacon signal in the common signal format transmitted from 
the control station. The received beacon signal is supplied to 
the common signal receiver 108 for reception processing. 
The information of the received beacon signal is supplied to 
the central controller 105 for analysis. In other Words, When 
a beacon signal is received from the control station Within 
one’s oWn netWork, it acquires the transmission frame 
period and the band allocation to one’s oWn netWork Within 
the frame period according to the information contained in 
the signal. In the case of a beacon signal transmitted from 
another UWB Wireless communication netWork, it can grasp 
the presence of another Wireless netWork according to the 
result of analysis. 

[0103] Moreover, in addition to transmitting and receiving 
the beacon signal, the radio communication apparatus 100 
also transmits and receives common control information 
(request for setting up a period to be used by another system, 
see FIG. 9) if there exists a different UWB Wireless com 
munication system. And such information is processed in the 
same Way as mentioned above. 

[0104] The common signal transmitter 106 transmits data 
in a signal format common With another Wireless commu 
nication netWork. The common signal receiver 108 receives 
data in a signal format common With another Wireless 
communication netWork. The UWB radio transmitter 103 
transmits data in a signal format Which is used Within its oWn 
netWork. The UWB radio receiver 109 receives data in a 
signal format Which is used Within its oWn netWork. 

[0105] Of course, if the signal format adopted in one 
netWork agrees With the signal format common With another 
netWork, the common signal transmitter 106 and the com 
mon signal receiver 108 are not necessary. Instead, all that 
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is necessary is a pair of the UWB radio transmitter 103 and 
the UWB radio receiver 109. In the case Where the radio 
communication apparatus 100 (other than the control sta 
tion) Works as an ordinary communication terminal, the 
common signal transmitter 106 is necessary to receive the 
beacon signal (in the common signal format) transmitted 
from the control station. HoWever, it is not alWays necessary 
unless transmission is performed in the common signal 
format. 

[0106] If there is information supplied from a connected 
apparatus (not shoWn), the interface 101 stores this infor 
mation in the memory buffer 102 and informs the central 
controller 105 of the address to Which the information is sent 
Wirelessly. In response to this action, the central controller 
105 supplies the transmission information to the UWB radio 
transmitter 103 according to the access control method 
inherent in the UWB radio communication system, and it 
transmits the information signal through the antenna 104. 
The transmission of information may be accomplished such 
that the guaranteed time slot (GTS) is set up in the conten 
tion-free period in the transmission frame period. 

[0107] In the case Where the radio communication appa 
ratus 100 receives an ordinary information signal, it acti 
vates the common signal receiver 108 in the previously 
exchanged timing, thereby causing it to receive the signal 
through the antenna 104. The thus obtained information is 
stored in the memory buffer 102. The received information 
is reconstructed in the memory buffer 102, and the recon 
structed information is supplied to the connected apparatus 
(not shoWn) through the interface 101. 

[0108] The apparatus connected through the interface 101 
may be an information processing apparatus such as per 
sonal computer and PDA. Although the information pro 
cessing apparatuses of this kind have no radio communica 
tion function, they can transmit Wirelessly the data 
processed therein or receive information transmitted from 
other apparatuses, if they are connected to the communica 
tion apparatus as shoWn in FIG. 10. 

[0109] FIG. 11 is a How chart shoWing the procedure for 
communication processing by Which the radio communica 
tion apparatus 100 pertaining to the embodiment Works as 
the control station. In actual, this processing is realiZed as 
the central controller 105 executes the program codes stored 
in the information memory 107. The radio communication 
apparatus 100 performs such processing, thereby realiZing 
the coexistence of different UWB radio communication 
netWorks. 

[0110] First, the common signal receiver 108 con?rms 
Whether or not a beacon signal transmitted from another 
system has been received. (Step S1) 

[0111] If there is a beacon signal transmitted from another 
system, the process moves to Step S2 to grasp the transmis 
sion frame period and band allocation of the system. 

[0112] Then, it compares the band allocation of another 
netWork With that of its oWn netWork and detects the 
presence or absence of the time of mutual con?iction. (Step 

S3) 
[0113] In the case Where there is a con?ict in the band 
allocation, the How moves to Step S4 to supply to the 
common signal transmitter 106 a request for setting up the 
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period for use by another system. The common signal 
transmitter 106 sends this request to another radio commu 
nication system as the common control signal. This process 
may be modi?ed such that time-division multiplexing for 
another system is performed on one’s oWn transmission 
frame period. 

[0114] The How returns to Step S1, and the common signal 
receiver 108 continues the process for reception. 

[0115] In the case Where the common signal receiver 108 
judges in Step S1 that no beacon signal has been received, 
it subsequently judges Whether or not it has received any 
other information addressed to its station. (Step S5) 

[0116] If it has received the common control signal 
addressed to its station, then it judges Whether or not it has 
received the request for setting up the period for use by 
another system. (Step S6) 

[0117] At this time, if it has received the request for setting 
up the period for use by another system, then it sets up the 
period for use by another system. (Step S7) It Writes to that 
effect in the beacon signal and performs time-division 
multiplexing for the transmission frame period. After that, 
the How returns to Step S1, and the common signal receiver 
108 continues the process for reception. 

[0118] In the case Where the common signal receiver 108 
judges in Step S4 that it has received signals addressed to its 
station (other than the signal requesting for setting up the 
period for use by another system), then the How moves to 
Step S8, and it performs the process of receiving the 
information. Then, the How returns to Step S1, and the 
common signal receiver 108 continues the process for 
reception. 

[0119] FIG. 12 is a modi?ed ?oW chart shoWing the 
procedure for communication processing by Which the radio 
communication apparatus 100 pertaining to the embodiment 
Works as the control station. In actual, this processing is 
realiZed as the central controller 105 executes the program 
codes stored in the information memory 107. The radio 
communication apparatus 100 performs such processing, 
thereby realiZing the coexistence of different UWB radio 
communication netWorks having a different physical layer. 

[0120] First, the UWB radio receiver 109 or the common 
signal receiver 108 con?rms Whether or not a beacon signal 
transmitted from another system has been received. (Step 
S1) The term “beacon” as used herein denotes not only the 
beacon information transmitted by using the period indi 
cated by “B” in the transmission frame period shoWn in 
FIG. 7 but also the common control signal in the contention 
access period shoWn in FIG. 9. This common control signal 
is transmitted periodically (or continuously or randomly). 

[0121] If the presence of another system is detected by the 
beacon signal transmitted from another system, the How 
moves to the next step S12 so as to grasp the transmission 
frame period and band allocation of another system. 

[0122] Then, it compares the band allocation of another 
netWork With that of its oWn netWork and detects the 
presence or absence of the time of mutual con?iction. (Step 

S13) 
[0123] In the case Where there is a con?ict in the band 
allocation, the How moves to Step S14 to supply to the 
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common signal transmitter 106 a request for setting up the 
period for use by another system. The common signal 
transmitter 106 sends this request to another radio commu 
nication system as the common control signal. This process 
may be modi?ed such that time-division multiplexing for 
another system is performed on one’s oWn transmission 
frame period. In this case, it Writes to this effect in the 
beacon signal of one’s oWn system, and this beacon signal 
is transmitted from the UWB radio transmitter 103 to one’s 
oWn radio system (Step S15). 

[0124] The How returns to Step S11, and the common 
signal receiver 108 continues the process for reception. 

[0125] In the case Where the UWB radio receiver 109 or 
the common signal receiver 108 judges in Step S11 that no 
beacon signal has been received from another system, it 
subsequently judges in Step S16 Whether or not it has 
received any other information addressed to its station. 

[0126] If it has received the common control signal 
addressed to its station, then it judges Whether or not it has 
received the request for setting up the period for use by 
another system. (Step S17) 

[0127] At this time, if it has received the request for setting 
up the period for use by another system, then it sets up the 
period for use by another system. (Step S18) It Writes to that 
effect in the beacon signal of one’s oWn system and performs 
time-division multiplexing for the transmission frame 
period. It transmits the beacon signal from the UWB radio 
transmitter 103 to other radio communication apparatuses in 
its oWn Wireless netWork. 

[0128] After that, the How returns to Step S11, and the 
UWB radio receiver 109 or the common signal receiver 108 
continues the process for reception. 

[0129] In the case Where the common signal receiver 108 
judges in Step S17 that it has received signals addressed to 
its station (other than the signal requesting for setting up the 
period for use by another system), then the How moves to 
Step S20, and it performs the process of receiving the 
information. Then, the How returns to Step S11, and the 
UWB radio receiver 109 or the common signal receiver 108 
continues the process for reception. 

[0130] Although the invention has been described in its 
preferred form With a certain degree of particularity, it is to 
be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes 
and modi?cations may be made in the invention Without 
departing from the spirit and scope thereof. The scope of the 
invention is therefore to be determined solely by the 
appended claims. 

[0131] As mentioned above in detail, the present invention 
provides an improved radio communication system Which 
permits a plurality of Wireless netWorks to coexist even 
though they compete With others by using the same fre 
quency band. The present invention also provides an appa 
ratus, method, and computer program for the radio commu 
nication system. 

[0132] The present invention provides an improved radio 
communication system Which permits a plurality of Wireless 
netWorks using different signal systems to coexist Without 
con?icts. The present invention also provides an apparatus, 
method, and computer program for said radio communica 
tion system. 
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[0133] According to the present invention, one UWB 
radio communication system is made to knoW the presence 
of a nearby different UWB radio communication system 
because they use the same signal system (pulse period, pulse 
Width, modulation scheme, and spreading code) in the 
physical layer. 

[0134] According to the present invention, one UWB 
radio communication system is made to knoW the presence 
of a nearby different UWB radio communication system and 
hoW the netWork is being operated because they use the 
same beacon signal system (pulse period, pulse Width, 
modulation scheme, and spreading code). 

[0135] According to the present invention, tWo different 
UWB radio communication systems present close to each 
other can operate their netWorks Without con?icts because 
they use the common signal system for information to be 
exchanged for time-division of the transmission frame 
period. 
[0136] According to the present invention, one radio com 
munication system is made to knoW the presence of another 
different radio communication system because they have the 
common signal transmitter to transmit signals common 
betWeen them. 

[0137] According to the present invention, one radio com 
munication system is made to knoW the presence of another 
different radio communication system because have the 
common signal receiver to receive signals common betWeen 
them. 

[0138] The foregoing invention has been described in 
terms of preferred embodiments. HoWever, those skilled, in 
the art Will recogniZe that many variations of such embodi 
ments exist. Such variations are intended to be Within the 
scope of the present invention and the appended claims. 

1. A radio communication system comprising a plurality 
of Wireless netWorks that use different signal systems, 
Wherein 

control information is exchanged betWeen a control sta 
tion in one Wireless netWork of said plurality of Wire 
less netWorks and a control station of another Wireless 
netWork of said plurality of Wireless netWorks by using 
a beacon signal system common to said one Wireless 
netWork and to said another Wireless netWork, Wherein 
the control information is used by a competition solv 
ing means to solve competition betWeen said one 
Wireless netWork and said another Wireless netWork, 
and subsequently transmission of information is 
accomplished in said one Wireless netWork Without 
interference With said another Wireless netWork. 

2-9. (canceled) 
10. A method for radio communication that Works in a 

Wireless netWork environment in Which there coexist a 
plurality of Wireless netWorks that use different signal sys 
tems, said method for radio communication comprising 

a common signal reception step to receive control infor 
mation transmitted from one Wireless netWork of said 
plurality of Wireless netWorks by using a beacon signal 
system common With a beacon signal system of another 
Wireless netWork of said plurality of Wireless netWorks, 
and 
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using the received control information to solve a compe 
tition betWeen said one Wireless network and said 
another Wireless netWork; 

a radio transmission/reception step to execute an infor 
mation transmission action Within its oWn netWork 
based on the control information from said another 
Wireless netWork that has been received by said com 
mon signal reception step. 

11. (canceled) 
12. A computer program Written in a computer-readable 

format to be executed on a computer system that does 
processing for operation in a Wireless netWork environment 
in Which there coexist a plurality of Wireless netWorks that 
use different signal systems, said computer program com 
prising 
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a common signal reception step to receive control infor 
mation transmitted from one Wireless netWork of said 
plurality of Wireless netWorks by using a beacon signal 
system common With a beacon signal system of another 
Wireless netWork of said plurality of Wireless networks, 
and 

using the received control information to solve a compe 
tition betWeen said one Wireless netWork and said 
another Wireless netWork; 

a radio transmission/reception step to eXecute the an 
information transmission action Within said one Wire 
less netWork based on the control information from said 
another Wireless netWork that has been received in said 
common signal reception step. 

* * * * * 


