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(57) ABSTRACT 

Apersonalized prescription drug compliance kit is provided 
that alloWs the practice of dispensing samples of prescrip 
tion drugs With personalized information relating to the 
prescribing doctor and his relevant contact information, as 
Well as patient speci?c information, such as emergency 
information, drug dosage and interactions, and the like. The 
speci?c personalized information is provided for on a por 
table pillboX that may be carried at all times by the patient. 
Packaged samples of the drug to be prescribed are affixed to 
an informational backing card, along With the personalized 
information printed on a portable pillboX for convenient 
customization and distribution at a prescribing doctor’s 
office. 
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PERSONALIZED PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
COMPLIANCE KIT 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0001] Prescription drugs dispensed at pharmacies, hospi 
tals, clinics, doctor offices, or other locations are typically 
handed out to patients as samples and/or as labeled prescrip 
tions. While many systems have been proposed for dispens 
ing prescription drugs samples, none have fully addressed 
the need for personaliZation in such distribution. Speci? 
cally, knoWn systems do not offer a Way for samples to be 
personaliZed With doctor and/or patient information, nor do 
they address the need for certain types of patients to carry 
both prescription medication and emergency information on 
their person in a convenient manner once a prescription has 
been ?lled. 

[0002] According to the present invention, a personaliZed 
prescription drug package is described Which provides a 
practical prescription drug container for use With both 
samples and ongoing stores of prescription medication. Prior 
to ?lling a prescription that a patient has received, it is 
common that a doctor’s of?ce Will provide the patient With 
a sample supply of the prescription drug. HoWever, such 
samples are doled out in inconvenient bottles, or blister 
packs that are not convenient for day-to-day carrying by 
mobile patients. In current practice, doctor of?ces Will offer 
a patient a small bottle or packet of a prescription drug to be 
prescribed to them from supplies delivered from a pharma 
ceutical sales representative. Such samples do not have the 
prescribing doctor’s name on the packaging, and are often 
inconvenient for travel With a patient or for those patients 
Who carry medications on their person. Moreover, once a 
prescription is ?lled, the same (but often larger) containers 
are used for storing the prescription drugs. Particularly for 
those patients Who are on the move, or for those Who, for 
medical reasons, need to carry the drug on their person at all 
times, such bottles or blister packs are inconvenient. Com 
prehensive information is not thereafter carried on the 
person of a patient in the course of using such medications. 
Although physician emergency contact information is often 
provided on a prescription bottle as knoWn in the art, many 
patients do not carry such a bottle With them throughout the 
day, or in cases Where a patient actually chooses to carry an 
aftermarket container (such as a pill box) for convenient 
carry of a prescription medication, there is no attendant 
labeling of either the contents or pertinent emergency infor 
mation on the aftermarket pill box. This can be problematic 
for the many patients Who need to rely on medication 
throughout different times of a given day, and have to carry 
the pills on their person each day. By Way of one example, 
this can be dif?cult for a patient When he ?nds that he needs 
ready access to a physician for emergency questions that 
have arisen. Or in more severe cases, certain patients, such 
as those With severe heart conditions, seiZures, hemophilia, 
etc., can become incapacitated, and quick access to com 
prehensive emergency information is needed. Even Where a 
medical bracelet is Worn, EMT personnel or other rescuers 
simply do not have access to a full panoply of information 
that might be useful in emergency cases. HoWever, With the 
inventive device, rescuers can search a victim’s pockets for 
such a pill case in order to access personaliZed emergency 
information that may be af?xed to the pillbox. 
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[0003] Therefore, according to one aspect of the present 
invention a method and apparatus of dispensing prescription 
samples is provided such that samples can be tailored to bear 
personaliZed information, such as the prescribing doctor’s 
name and emergency contact information. Rather than hand 
ing out inconvenient containers of samples, a doctor’s office 
can instead hand out samples that not only bear pertinent, 
personaliZed information that is not provided by present 
sample packaging, but also includes a dispensing module in 
the form of a convenient, carryable pill box for reuse With 
the drugs procured When the prescription is ?lled thereafter. 
Unlike after-market pill boxes, the personaliZed box distrib 
uted With a sample does not rely on the ambitions of a patient 
in going out and buying a more convenient carry case for his 
prescription, and in any case, does not leave patients Who 
desire to use a carryable pill box, unprotected in case of an 
emergency Where information such as contact names and 
numbers, or other vital information is needed. 

[0004] Accordingly, the present invention provides dis 
tinct advantages both over the prior art means of providing 
non-personaliZed drug sample packets, as Well as over the 
prior art mean of providing convenient, personaliZed 
descriptions on convenient containers for use With ?lled 
prescriptions 
[0005] Hence, it is a primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide for the personaliZed dispensing of prescrip 
tion drug samples, and the means for safe and convenient 
carrying by patients therefor. This and other objects of the 
invention Will become clear from an inspection of the 
detailed description of the invention and from the appended 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of an exemplary 
embodiment according to the present invention; 

[0007] FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW of a preferred embodi 
ment printed and con?gured according to the present inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
AND PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0008] FIG. 1 is an offset illustration of an exemplary 
personaliZed prescription drug compliance kit 1 that may be 
manufactured according to the method of the present inven 
tion. Various structures of the present invention may be 
alternatively envisioned as determined by the dosage spe 
ci?cs of the prescription drug, and/or the patient needs. 

[0009] PersonaliZed prescription drug compliance kit 1 
may, in a preferred embodiment, comprise informational 
backing portion 2, Which may be printed With desired 
prescription drug information, the proper dosage, various 
cautions regarding Federal laW, storage instructions, as Well 
as the manufacturer’s distributor’s name or logo, etc. printed 
at 5, and Will further include attached portable pill box 3. In 
one preferred embodiment, portable pill box 3 Will be af?xed 
to informational backing portion 2 by a rubberiZed glue that 
Will alloW for the portable pill box to be detached from the 
informational backing portion 2 With minimal hassle by a 
patient. Ideally, informational backing portion 2 Will be 
formed from a substantially stiff paper based card material 
for ease of handling and printing thereon as desired by a 
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pharmaceutical manufacturer or distributor. Ideally, all 
forming and printing of the personalized prescription drug 
compliance kit 1 Will be done by a pharmaceutical manu 
facturer/distributor or the appointed kit provider, either of 
Which Will form and print different kits With different printed 
information according to the speci?c prescription drug tar 
geted to be included as a sample 4, as Well as the prescribing 
doctor information Where pharmaceutical sales representa 
tives choose to designate a given lot of personaliZed drug 
compliance kits for a certain physician or practice. 

[0010] Such printing and forming may be accomplished as 
knoWn in the art of printing informational material on cards, 
or as knoWn in the art of packaging pharmaceuticals, such as 
that described in Us. Pat. Nos. 5,014,851, 4,790,118, 4,534, 
468, and 5,752,723, each of Which is hereby incorporated by 
reference. Optionally provided for might be an af?nity or 
type of compliance card 8 for repeat patients that may be 
af?Xed With rubberiZed glue for detachment by patients Who 
Wish to utiliZe such a card in the future. By Way of one 
embodiment, as depicted in FIG. 2, personaliZed prescrip 
tion drug compliance kit 1 might have an overall dimensions 
of: a length of 10.75 inches, a Width of 4.06 inches, and have 
a fold or crease formed at 6.50 inches from one end so that 

the kit may be displayed upright by folding at the crease. 
Additional speci?cs might be desired such as forming per 
forations or Zippers at various locations, or the forming of a 
patient education cavity 11, and/or a pill boX cavity 12, 
and/or a drug sample cavity 13 for insertion respectively of, 
patient education material (not depicted), portable pill boX 
(not depicted), and/or (a) drug sample(s) (not depicted). 

[0011] In an especially preferred embodiment, personal 
iZed prescription drug compliance kit 1 is provided With a 
personaliZed information identi?er 7 af?Xed to the portable 
pill boX 3. The personaliZed information detailer may con 
tain one or all of a variety of the folloWing emergency 
information indicia such as: the prescribing doctor’s name 
and emergency contact information (cell phone, paging 
service, address, etc.), drug dosage, interaction information, 
and in the case of patient personaliZation that may be 
provided on site at the doctor’s of?ce, the patient’s name and 
emergency condition information (e.g., sever heart angina, 
hemophilia, blood type, etc.), patient’s neXt of kin/emer 
gency contact information, and the like. 

[0012] In order to ensure compliance With regards to the 
regular taking of prescribed medications, the preferred 
dimensions of the portable pill boX 3 that is af?Xed to the 
informational backing portion 2 is of such a siZe as to 
encourage patients to carry the pill boX around as needed. 
Consequently, the portable pill boX 3, in one embodiment, 
may be slim enough in pro?le (say, approximately 1/2 inch 
deep, 2 inches Wide, 3 inches in length) so as to be able ?t 
into a pants or breast pocket, much like a thin Wallet might 
be carried. The internal compartments 9 Within a portable 
pill boX 3 may also be con?gured as needed depending on 
the speci?c prescription drug that Will be attached as a 
sample 4. This might include changing the number of 
compartments or siZes thereof, as Well as con?guring each 
compartment 9 With some numbering so as to re?ect a 
certain number of days in a cycle of the given prescription. 

[0013] It Will thus be seen that according to the present 
invention a method of dispensing prescription drug samples 
has been provided Which is highly advantageous, in terms of 
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portability and in terms of provision of emergency informa 
tion for ease of access by patients and/or rescuers. While the 
invention has been herein shoWn and described in What is 
presently conceived to be the most practical and preferred 
embodiment thereof it Will be apparent to those of ordinary 
skill in the art that many modi?cations may be made thereof 
Within the scope of the invention, Which scope is to be 
accorded the broadest interpretation of the appended claims 
so as to encompass all equivalent methods and structures. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A personaliZed prescription drug compliance kit com 

prising: 
an informational backing portion; 

a portable pill boX attached to said informational backing 
portion; and 

a personaliZed information identi?er af?Xed to said por 
table pillboX. 

2. The personaliZed prescription drug compliance kit as 
recited in claim 1 Wherein the personaliZed information 
identi?er af?Xed to said portable pillboX comprises emer 
gency information printed on a label. 

3. The personaliZed prescription drug compliance kit as 
recited in claim 2 Wherein the emergency information com 
prises at least the name and emergency contact information 
of the prescribing doctor. 

4. The personaliZed prescription drug compliance kit as 
recited in claim 3 Wherein the emergency information com 
prises at least the name of at least one prescription drug to 
be stored With the portable pill boX, the dosage for proper 
administration of the prescription drug, and additional emer 
gency condition information for rescuers. 

5. The personaliZed prescription drug compliance kit as 
recited in claim 4 Wherein the information backing portion 
is formed from a substantially stiff packaging product that is 
imprinted With desired prescription drug information. 

6. The personaliZed prescription drug compliance kit as 
recited in claim 5 Wherein the information backing portion 
has at least one packaged sample of a desired prescription 
drug sample af?Xed to it. 

7. A method of providing personaliZed prescription drug 
samples, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) printing an informational backing; 

(b) attaching a portable pill boX to said informational 
backing portion; and 

(c) applying personaliZed identifying information to said 
portable pill boX. 

8. The method of providing personaliZed prescription 
drug samples as described in claim 7, said method further 
comprising the steps of providing emergency information 
When applying said personaliZed identifying information to 
said portable pill boX. 

9. The method of providing personaliZed prescription 
drug samples as described in claim 8, said method of 
providing emergency information further comprising the 
steps of printing at least a prescribing doctor’s name and 
practice information. 

10. The method of providing personaliZed prescription 
drug samples as described in claim 9, said method of 
providing emergency information further comprising the 
steps of printing at least the name of one prescription drug 
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to be stored With the portable pill boX, the dosage for proper 
administration of the prescription drug, and additional emer 
gency condition information for rescuers. 

11. The method of providing personaliZed prescription 
drug samples as described in claim 10, said method further 
comprising the steps of printing desired prescription drug 
information on a substantially stiff packaging product. 
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12. The method of providing personaliZed prescription 
drug samples as described in claim 11, said method further 
comprising the steps of af?Xing at least one packaged sample 
of a desired prescription drug to said information backing 
portion. 


