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(57) ABSTRACT 

Dispensers for comestible products are provided. The dis 
pensers can be made of any suitable material including 
paperboard and plastic. The dispensers in general open to 
expose multiple products to the consumer Who can select 
one or more of same. The dispensers are recloseable and can 

be pseudo-airtight. They can be siZed to hold varying 
amounts and siZes of products. In certain embodiments, glue 
or adhesive is used to hold the products in place. 
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COMESTIBLE PRODUCT DISPENSERS AND 
METHODS OF MAKING AND USING SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to packag 
ing. More particularly, the present invention relates to pack 
aging for storing and dispensing comestible products. 

[0002] The packaging for comestible products is very 
important to the look, marketing and storage of the product. 
Very often, in addition to text on the packaging, the pack 
aging also attempts to visually convey a message about the 
type of product, the taste of the product or the purpose of the 
product. For example, packages for cinnamon or cherry 
tasting products are often red, grape tasting product pack 
aging is often purple, etc. Once the consumer has identi?ed 
a desired brand, the consumer can typically choose a product 
based solely on the color of the packaging. 

[0003] In marketing the product, packaging can convey 
other information besides taste Whereby the consumer can 
thereby associate the product With its effect by simply 
vieWing the packaging. 

[0004] There are also practical facets to packaging comes 
tible products, namely, keeping the products from being 
damaged during shipping, keeping the products fresh, and in 
certain instances providing a reusable package. Some 
comestible products do not require that the packaging be 
robust, sturdy or reusable. 

[0005] Other comestible products are packaged in pieces 
and may or may not be provided in a reusable package, as 
desired by the manufacturer. If it is felt that only a portion 
of the products may be consumed in one sitting, the manu 
facturer may Wish to provide a box having a hingedly 
connected lid. 

[0006] With certain comestible products, the consumer 
tears open a package and removes a product or piece of the 
product. One problem With this type of packaging is that the 
remaining product tends to fall out of the package after the 
consumer removes a number of pieces from the package. 
Another problem With these packages is that it becomes 
dif?cult, especially With a neWly opened package, to remove 
a piece Without ripping open a signi?cant portion of the 
package. 
[0007] Attempting to provide a package that holds the 
product even after the removal of multiple pieces can make 
removing the comestible product more dif?cult. Tightly 
packing the product may aid in holding the product at the 
expense of gaining access to the product. 

[0008] It is therefore desirable to provide a comestible 
product package that maintains the organiZation of the 
products even after a number of the products have been 
removed from the package. 

[0009] It is also desirable to provide comestible products 
in a package, Wherein the products are readily accessible and 
removable. 

[0010] Furthermore, it is desirable for a comestible prod 
uct package to be ?exible so that it may be siZed to hold 
different desired amounts of product. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] The present invention provides improved product 
holding and dispensing apparatuses and improved methods 
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for manufacturing, holding and storing products, especially 
comestible products. The packages or dispensers are made 
of, e.g., paper, paperboard, plastic, or combinations thereof 
as desired. The packages or dispensers disclosed herein are 
generally Wider and thinner than knoWn comestible product 
packages, making the packages or dispensers of the present 
invention more user friendly and more easily stored, for 
example, in a consumer’s pants or shirt pockets. 

[0012] The products stored in the packages disclosed 
herein are more freely exposed than in knoWn comestible 
product packages, so that the consumer can grab products 
from multiple different areas of the package. Even so, the 
embodiments described beloW are generally able to hold the 
products ?rmly in place so that the consumer can handle and 
transport the package Without fear of dropping or losing 
products. 

[0013] Certain embodiments described herein include 
packages that have products contained on multiple halves or 
sides thereof, so that the package opens in a Wallet-like 
manner to expose products on multiple sides of the package. 
Such a con?guration tends to maximiZe the accessibility of 
the products. The Wallet-like shape also provides a package 
that is robust and does not to degrade over multiple uses. 

[0014] Certain embodiments described herein include 
packages that are resealable or recloseable and are generally 
airtight. In one embodiment, the packages are made of 
plastic and snap ?t or press ?t together in a closed position 
after use. When closed, the plastic packages tend to prevent 
ambient air from entering the packages. Other dispensers are 
provided that are made of paper or paperboard, Which are 
recloseable, robust and tend not to degrade over multiple 
uses. 

[0015] The packages described herein are also ?exible and 
capable of being con?gured to house different quantities of 
comestible sticks, so that a line of products can be consistent 
betWeen, for example, a ?ve-stick pack and a ?fteen-stick 
pack of comestible products. 

[0016] The dispensers described herein includes or pro 
vides ample space for the display of branding and product 
information. Moreover, each embodiment may include an 
outer Wrapping or other type of tamper evident device so that 
a consumer can vieW readily Whether or not someone has 

tampered With the package or the products stored therein. 

[0017] To the above-described ends, in one embodiment a 
comestible product dispenser is provided that includes a 
multi-sided housing With an open side, the open side 
bounded by multiple edges; (ii) a product compartment 
hingedly attached to one of the edges; and (iii) Wherein the 
compartment includes a catch and at least one of the sides 
includes a stop, the stop located to abut the catch When the 
compartment is rotated about the hinge to a desired product 
dispensing location. 

[0018] In an embodiment, the compartment is siZed to 
hold a stack of comestible product sticks. 

[0019] In an embodiment, the dispenser is folded together 
from a single piece. 

[0020] In an embodiment, the dispenser is made of a 
material selected from the group consisting of: paper, paper 
board, plastic, a polymer and any combination thereof. 
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[0021] In an embodiment, the compartment includes a 
front Wall that is substantially the shape of the open side. 

[0022] In an embodiment, the compartment includes at 
least one side Wall connected to the front Wall, at least one 
of the front Wall and the side Wall de?ning an opening that 
aids a consumer in removing products from the compart 
ment. 

[0023] In an embodiment, the compartment and the hous 
ing employ a tongue and slit arrangement to aid in holding 
the compartment in a closed position With respect to the 
housing When desired. 

[0024] In an embodiment, the compartment in a closed 
position is disposed inside the housing. 

[0025] In an embodiment, the dispenser includes an outer 
Wrapper and a tear strip. 

[0026] In another embodiment, a comestible product dis 
penser is provided that includes a top portion including a 
top Wall and side Walls; (ii) a base portion hingedly attached 
to the top portion; and (iii) a plurality of comestible products 
releasably attached along a side of the products to the base 
portion so that When the top portion is rotated aWay from the 
base multiple sides of at least some of the products are 
eXposed. 

[0027] In an embodiment, the products are attached in a 
roW to the base. 

[0028] In an embodiment, the products are each Wrapped 
individually in a Wrapping, and Wherein the Wrappings are 
releasably attached along a side of the Wrappings to the base 
portion. 

[0029] In an embodiment, the products are adhered to the 
base. 

[0030] In an embodiment, the adhesion is caused using hot 
glue, cold glue or both. 

[0031] In an embodiment, the base includes at least one 
glue strip and the products are adhered to the glue strip. 

[0032] In an embodiment, the dispenser is folded together 
from a single piece. 

[0033] In an embodiment, the comestible products are 
releasably attached to the base portion so that When the top 
portion is rotated aWay from the base three sides of at least 
some of the products are eXposed. 

[0034] In an embodiment, the dispenser includes an outer 
Wrapper and a tear strip. 

[0035] In a further embodiment, a comestible product 
dispenser is provided that includes a top portion including 
a top Wall and side Walls; (ii) a bottom portion hingedly 
attached to the top portion; and (iii) Wherein the top portion 
and the bottom portion include mating press-?tted sides that 
hold the top portion and the bottom portion together When it 
is desired, at least one of the top portion and the bottom 
portion including press-?tting structures spaced apart so that 
at least one comestible product can be press-?tted by the 
structures. 

[0036] In an embodiment, each of the top and bottom 
portions includes the press-?tting structures, the structures 
cooperating to form a pair. 

Oct. 6, 2005 

[0037] In an embodiment, at least one of the top and 
bottom portions includes multiple press-?tting structures 
spaced apart so that at least one comestible product can be 
press-?tted in multiple locations on the portion. 

[0038] In an embodiment, each of the top and bottom 
portions includes press-?tting structures, the structures siZed 
to collectively hold a desired amount of the products. 

[0039] In an embodiment, the press-?tting structures of 
the top portion are siZed to hold a different quantity of 
products than are the press-?tting structures of the bottom 
portion. 
[0040] In an embodiment, only one of the top and bottom 
portions includes the press-?tting structures. 

[0041] In an embodiment, at least one of the top portion 
and bottom portions includes access apertures that aid a 
consumer in removing one of the products press-?tted 
therein. 

[0042] In an embodiment, at least one of the top portion 
and bottom portions includes access apertures in multiple 
orientations that aid a consumer in removing one of the 
products press-?tted therein. 

[0043] In an embodiment, the top and bottom portions 
include mating press-?tting perimeters enabling the portions 
to be press-?tted together completely around the products. 

[0044] In yet another embodiment, a comestible product 
dispenser is provided that includes (a) a ?rst portion con 
nected hingedly to a second portion; and (b) Wherein the ?rst 
and second portions are mated on a shared front side along 
a pro?le that varies to hold comestible products Within 
each of the portions and (ii) provide a consumer access to the 
products. 

[0045] 
?le. 

[0046] In an embodiment, the dispenser is made of a 
material selected from the group consisting of: paper, paper 
board, plastic, a polymer and any combination thereof. 

[0047] In an embodiment, the dispenser includes a ?ap 
hingedly attached to one of the ?rst and second portions, the 
?ap covering the shared front side to help prevent products 
from being removed inadvertently from the portions. 

[0048] In an embodiment, the ?rst portion holds a different 
number products than the second portion. 

[0049] In an embodiment, the products are adhesively 
secured in at least one of the ?rst and second portions. 

[0050] In an embodiment, the pro?le includes snap-?tting 
apparatus that releasably mates the portions When the por 
tions are closed. 

[0051] In an embodiment, the pro?le is perforated initially, 
and Wherein the consumer breaks the perforations to gain 
access to the products. 

[0052] In an embodiment, the pro?le is perforated along 
multiple Walls of each of the ?rst and second portions. 

[0053] In yet a further embodiment, a comestible product 
dispenser is provided that includes a tray holding at least 
three stacks of comestible products; and (ii) a sleeve slid 
ingly engaging the tray, the sleeve open on tWo ends and 

In an embodiment, the pro?le is a sinusoidal pro 




















