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500 S. GRAND AVENUE 
SUITE 1900 Aliquid crystal panel (10) has a scanning line (Y) and a data 
LOS ANGELES’ CA 90071_2611 (Us) line (X), a TFT (30) COIlIlGCiGd t0 the scanning line (Y) and 

the data line (X), a pixel electrode (32) connected to the TFT 
(73) Assigneez SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION (30), and a rectangular opposite electrode (C) arranged 

oppositely to the pixel electrode (32) through a liquid crystal 
(21) APPI NO; 11/128,957 layer. The liquid crystal panel (10) is driven by a scanning 

line driving circuit (20) Which supplies a scanning signal 
(22) Filed; May 12, 2005 including a scanning period selecting at least one scanning 

line (Y), a data line driving circuit (22) Which supplies a data 
Related US, Application Data signal to the data line (X), and an opposite electrode driving 

circuit (24) Which changes a voltage supplied to the opposite 
electrode (C) corresponding to the selected scanning line in 

(63) Continuation of application No. 09/818,263, ?led on synchronization With the scanning period, and inverts the 
Mar. 26, 2001, noW Pat. No. 6,906,692. polarity of a voltage applied to the liquid crystal layer. 

22 
/ 

/ 
cum 

DATA SIGNAL 5 HI)? DATA LINE DRIVING CIRCUIT 1o 
SYNCHRONOUS SIGNAL-9 

FR I _ ‘ 

CLOCK SIGNAL-9 Vsync NIX ‘ x2 N X 3 _ _ _ NXH 24 

' cu<2 ‘ 

/ l i” (n ______ _ _ _ ___ 

1 l) 32 _L 2 ° 3 01 
§ ( 9, 
-Z- Y 1 42%|- 4 T o ‘D 

GRAY Z M1 1 M12 M1 n E O 
SCALE 0 l l ------ -- _--- 5 EL 

VOLTAGE —- I: S m1? mg C 2 g 62) CONTROL 2 Y2 
14/ SECTION "1 T T 5 ga 

/’r :00 M21 M22 ______ "L" 20 
2o --2- S ' I l I :1 51' 

Z ' Ya I I l g 8 
Q 1 i : . . m 
o l | I | 

POWER '5 : 1| : : 
UPPLY ______ ___L___ 

POWER 5 glRCUlT E 5 Mm‘ ; Mm" 
/ SECTION -4 Yr" . . . \ACm I 

16 





A1 Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 2 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 

._ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

03mm " JV " \L n u 9“ Q 

_ _ , 

_ _ 
_ _ 

_ _ _ _ 

_ _ 

_ _ , 

u n 

_ u \i; . \ a 

mum IITW" m 0 

FE Q 0 \IL. 

_ _ 

mu“. ll|.mly n no \lp 
_ 

_ _ . 

mum m \ m N o\L 

_ _ 

u L. 

l 
| 
l 

l 

i 
l 
I 
I 
l 
I 
l 
l 
l 
l 

A 

9.6 E 5&3 Egon. 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 3 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 Al 

V1 

1 O O O O O O 0 

FIG. 3 
FF1 FF2 FF3 FF4 FF5 FF24O 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 4 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 A1 

—1 

\ F - ‘ ETQW 

s 

H V -EWV V V 
U). 

I 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 5 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 A1 

m 
f2 







Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 8 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 A1 

FIG. 8 

Sfs Sfe sh Sfz Sf: Sf4 

Vsync 1 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 9 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 A1 

FIG. 9 

.3; 

C2 

C3 -l-\----- 
Cm 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 10 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 A1 

) 
VOLTAGE Vcom OF 

OPPOSITE ELECTRODE 

f2 
7 

I 
DATA SIGNAL 
VOLTAGE 

f1 FIG. 1 0A 

f1 

++++++++ 
++++++++ 

10B ++++++++ 
++++++++ \ 

++++++++ 
FIG. 

++++++++ 
++++++++ 
++++++++ 

+1 ——><————f2 ____9 

7 

TIIIII 

FIG. 7 0C 

SELECTED PERIOD H1 1 H2 LHS I 

SCANNING LINE 1 

SCANNING LINE 2 -49 

SCANNING LINE 3 

SCANNING LINE 240 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 11 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 A1 

FIG. 1 1A VOLTAGE Vcom OF DATA SIGNAL 
OPPOSITE ELECTRODE VOLTAGE 

_ 1H ‘ 

W X X X‘ X 8 X 
_v I 

FIG. 1 7B *1 *2 
++++++++ ------- 

——-—-——— ++++++++ 

++++++++ ---.---- 
———————— ++++++++ 

++++++++ ————-—— 

-------- ++++++++ 

++++++++ -—--—-—— 

'—-—————— _++++++++ 

.FIG. 77'C<— M £5 f2 __>__> 

vcom _I_I_J'“ '1 

SELECTED PEEIOD H11: H2 H3]: 1Hz4o ml H2! H3 V !‘H24O I 

‘SCANNING LINE 1 *Sv :4.9v: +5v : '- ~ :wgv ~5v :F49 : -5\/: :-4.9v 

SCANNING LINE 2 ‘5v: -svI-4.ia : : -sv -svl +sv:,+4.9v: _ .5v 

SCANNING LINE 3 49v; -5vE *5V 5 '- - - E~4.9v+49\/E +svE lsvi E-asv 

SCANNING LINE 240 *5\/ E+4.9va “5V2 - - - a ~sv -sv i29v‘: :svz i‘5v 



Patent Application Publication Sep. 29, 2005 Sheet 12 0f 12 US 2005/0212745 A1 

FIG. 72 

21 i U; 
VCOM 



US 2005/0212745 A1 

LIQUID CRYSTAL DEVICE, LIQUID CRYSTAL 
DRIVING DEVICE AND METHOD OF DRIVING 
THE SAME, AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a liquid crystal 
device, liquid crystal driving device and method of driving 
the same, and electronic equipment. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0004] Alternating voltage driving such as polarity inver 
sion driving every frame (hereinafter, brie?y described as 
frame inversion driving), polarity inversion driving every 
line (hereinafter, brie?y described as line inversion driving), 
and polarity inversion driving every dot (hereinafter, brie?y 
described as dot inversion driving) is knoWn at present as a 
driving system of an active matrix type liquid crystal device, 
particularly, a TFT type liquid crystal device. Further, in 
such driving systems, a driving system (hereinafter, brie?y 
described as an opposite electrode inversion driving system) 
for applying the voltage of polarity reverse to that of a 
voltage applied to a pixel electrode to an opposite electrode 
is simultaneously adopted to reduce poWer consumption. In 
the folloWing description, respective operations of the frame 
inversion driving and the line inversion driving using the 
opposite electrode inversion driving system Will next be 
explained. 
[0005] FIGS. 10A to 10C are vieWs for explaining a 
conventional operation of the frame inversion driving. In the 
frame inversion driving, the voltage polarity of a data signal 
supplied to a data line is inverted every one frame period as 
shoWn in FIG. 10A. The voltage supplied to the data line is 
set to positive polarity +V in a frame period f1, and is set to 
negative polarity —V in a frame period f2. Avoltage Vcom 
of the opposite electrode applied to the opposite electrode is 
also inverted every one frame period in synchroniZation With 
this voltage supplied to the data line. The voltage difference 
betWeen the voltage V of this data signal and the voltage 
Vcom of the opposite electrode is applied to a liquid crystal. 
This is visually shoWn in FIG. 10B. 

[0006] FIG. 10C shoWs a change in voltage applied to 
each pixel of a liquid crystal panel having e. g., 240 scanning 
lines With the passage of time. Selected periods for sequen 
tially selecting the 240 scanning lines one by one are 
respectively de?ned as H1 to H240. Here, for convenience, 
:5 V is uniformly applied to the liquid crystal as an example. 
The data signal of the positive polarity is applied in the 
frame period f1. When a scanning line 1 is selected in a 
selected period H1, the voltage of +5 V is applied to a pixel 
corresponding to the selected scanning line 1. When a 
scanning line 2 is selected in a selected period H2, the 
voltage of +5 V is similarly applied to a pixel corresponding 
to the selected scanning line 2. 

[0007] At this time, as shoWn in FIG. 10A, the voltage 
Vcom of the opposite electrode is changed in synchroniZa 
tion With the beginning of the selected period H1 of the 
frame period f1. Therefore, a voltage caused by parasitic 
capacity, etc. is applied to the liquid crystal of pixels 
corresponding to scanning lines 2 to 240 during the selected 
period H1 in Which the scanning line 1 is selected in the 
frame period f1. 
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[0008] As shoWn in FIG. 12, this parasitic capacity is a 
capacity CGD generated betWeen a gate G and a drain D of 
a thin ?lm transistor (TFT) 30, and a capacity CDS generated 
betWeen the drain D and a source S. It is further considered 
that there is also an in?uence of Wiring capacity ?oated in 
Wiring. 

[0009] In FIG. 10C, a voltage change caused by the 
parasitic capacity, etc. is set to 10.1 V as one example. 
Accordingly, a voltage of +0.1 V caused by the parasitic 
capacity is added to —5 V as a voltage originally applied to 
the liquid crystal of a pixel corresponding to the scanning 
line 2 during the selected period H1 so that the voltage 
actually applied to this liquid crystal becomes —4.9 V. 
Similarly, a parasitic capacity value +0.1 V is added to —5 V 
as a voltage originally applied to the liquid crystal during the 
selected period H2 on a scanning line 3 selected in a selected 
period H3 so that the voltage actually applied to the liquid 
crystal becomes —4.9 V. Similarly, the voltage applied to the 
liquid crystal is changed by the parasitic capacity on each of 
scanning lines 4 to 240. At this time, the interval of a period 
for applying the voltage changed by the parasitic capacity to 
the liquid crystal is different every scanning line as shoWn in 
FIG. 10C, and this difference causes ?icker, display irregu 
larities due to luminance inclination in a vertical direction, 
etc. 

[0010] FIGS. 11A to 11C are vieWs for explaining an 
operation of the line inversion driving. In the line inversion 
driving, as shoWn in FIG. 11A, the voltage polarity of the 
data signal supplied to the data line is inverted every selected 
period for selecting each scanning line, and every one frame 
period. In FIG. 11A, a positive polarity voltage +V or a 
negative polarity voltage —V is applied to the pixel electrode 
every selected period. The voltage Vcom applied to the 
opposite electrode is also inverted in synchroniZation With 
this voltage applied to the pixel electrode. FIG. 11B visually 
shoWs a change in voltage applied to the liquid crystal every 
selected period for selecting the scanning line, and every one 
frame period. 

[0011] FIG. 11C shoWs an operation in Which the voltage 
polarity on an adjacent scanning line is further inverted in 
the frame inversion driving of FIG. 10C. A data signal 
voltage of +5 V is applied to the data line in the selected 
period H1 of the frame period f1 on the scanning line 1. A 
data signal voltage of —5 V is applied to the data line during 
the selected period H2 on the scanning line 2 selected in the 
selected period H2. In this case, polarity of the opposite 
electrode is inverted in the selected period H2 of the scan 
ning line 1. Thus, a voltage of —0.1 V accumulated Within the 
TFT 30 and Wiring and caused by the parasitic capacity is 
added to a pixel so that the voltage becomes +4.9 V. 
Similarly, a voltage of 10.1 V caused by the parasitic 
capacity is also added to +5 V or —5 V as a voltage originally 
applied to the liquid crystal on respective scanning lines 3 to 
240. The voltage applied to the liquid crystal is changed by 
this voltage caused by the parasitic capacity. HoWever, a 
period of this change becomes one line period and is not 
easily recogniZed as ?icker so that image quality is 
improved in comparison With the frame inversion driving 
system. Further, the voltage polarity of the opposite elec 
trode must be changed every selected period in the line 
inversion driving system. Therefore, it is necessary to syn 
chroniZe timing for inverting the polarity of the opposite 
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electrode With each selected period so that power consump 
tion is increased in comparison With the frame inversion 
driving system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] A liquid crystal device in one aspect of the present 
invention comprises: 

[0013] M (M is an integer equal to or greater than 2) 
roWs of scanning lines, and N(N is an integer equal 
to or greater than 2) columns of data lines; 

[0014] M><N number of sWitching element respec 
tively connected to one of the M roWs of scanning 
lines and one of the N columns of data lines; 

[0015] M><N number of piXel electrodes respectively 
connected to one of the M><N number of sWitching 

element; 

[0016] M roWs of opposite electrodes arranged oppo 
sitely to respective roWs of the M><N number of piXel 
electrodes through a liquid crystal layer; 

[0017] scanning line driving circuit Which supplies a 
scanning signal including a scanning period for 
selecting at least one of the M roWs of scanning lines 
to the M roWs of scanning lines; 

[0018] data line driving circuit Which supplies a data 
signal to the N columns of data lines; and 

[0019] polarity inverting circuit Which inverts a 
polarity of a voltage applied to the liquid crystal 
layer by changing a voltage supplied to an opposite 
electrode of a roW corresponding to the selected 
scanning line in synchroniZation With the scanning 
period. 

[0020] In other aspect, a driving device in this liquid 
crystal device and a driving method of this liquid crystal 
device are respectively de?ned. 

[0021] In accordance With the liquid crystal device, liquid 
crystal driving device and method of driving the same in the 
respective aspects, the opposite electrode is divided every 
roW. When the polarity of the voltage applied to the liquid 
crystal layer is inverted, the voltage applied to the opposite 
electrode in each roW is changed in synchroniZation With 
timing at a selecting time of each scanning line. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] FIG. 1 is a vieW shoWing a liquid crystal device in 
accordance With each of ?rst and second embodiments. 

[0023] FIG. 2 is a block diagram for shoWing one eXample 
of the construction of an opposite electrode driving circuit of 
the liquid crystal device of FIG. 1. 

[0024] FIG. 3 is a vieW for explaining an operation of the 
opposite electrode driving circuit of FIG. 2. 

[0025] FIG. 4 is a timing chart shoWing an operation of 
the liquid crystal device in accordance With the ?rst embodi 
ment. 

[0026] FIG. 5 is a timing chart shoWing an operation of 
the liquid crystal device in accordance With the second 
embodiment. 
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[0027] FIG. 6 is a vieW shoWing a liquid crystal device in 
accordance With a third embodiment. 

[0028] FIG. 7 is a vieW shoWing one eXample of a data 
signal Ds generated in a signal control circuit section of the 
liquid crystal device of FIG. 6. 

[0029] FIG. 8 is a timing chart shoWing an operation of 
the liquid crystal device of FIG. 6. 

[0030] FIG. 9 is a vieW of an opposite substrate in Which 
an opposite electrode utiliZed in the present invention is 
arranged in a rectangular shape. 

[0031] FIG. 10A is a vieW shoWing a driving Waveform of 
conventional frame inversion driving, and FIG. 10B is a 
vieW shoWing Writing polarity to each piXel, and FIG. 10C 
is a vieW for eXplaining a frame inversion driving system in 
more detail. 

[0032] FIG. 11A is a vieW shoWing a driving Waveform of 
conventional line inversion driving, and FIG. 11B is a vieW 
shoWing Writing polarity to each piXel, and FIG. 11C is a 
vieW for eXplaining a line inversion driving system in more 
detail. 

[0033] FIG. 12 is a vieW for explaining the parasitic 
capacity of a TFT. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

[0034] The present invention can provide a liquid crystal 
device, liquid crystal driving device and method of driving 
the same, and electronic equipment With loW poWer con 
sumption for solving the problem that a voltage to be applied 
to a liquid crystal is changed by parasitic capacity, etc. and 
is therefore recogniZed as ?icker. 

[0035] A liquid crystal device in one embodiment of the 
present invention comprises: 

[0036] M (M is an integer equal to or greater than 2) 
roWs of scanning lines, and N(N is an integer equal 
to or greater than 2) columns of data lines; 

[0037] M><N number of sWitching element respec 
tively connected to one of the M roWs of scanning 
lines and one of the N columns of data lines; 

[0038] M><N number of piXel electrodes respectively 
connected to one of the M><N number of sWitching 
element, M roWs of opposite electrodes arranged 
oppositely to respective roWs of the M><N number of 
piXel electrodes through a liquid crystal layer; 

[0039] scanning line driving circuit Which supplies a 
scanning signal including a scanning period for 
selecting at least one of the M roWs of scanning lines 
to the M roWs of scanning lines; 

[0040] data line driving circuit Which supplies a data 
signal to the N columns of data lines; and 

[0041] polarity inverting circuit Which inverts a 
polarity of a voltage applied to the liquid crystal 
layer by changing a voltage supplied to an opposite 
electrode of a roW corresponding to the selected 
scanning line in synchroniZation With the scanning 
period. 
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[0042] In other embodiments, a driving device Within this 
liquid crystal device and a driving method of this liquid 
crystal device are respectively de?ned. 

[0043] In accordance With the liquid crystal device, liquid 
crystal driving device and method of driving the same in the 
respective embodiments, the opposite electrode is ?rst 
divided every roW. When the polarity of the voltage applied 
to the liquid crystal layer is inverted, the voltage applied to 
the opposite electrode in each roW is changed in synchro 
niZation With timing at a selecting time of each scanning 
line. Thus, it is possible to restrain ?icker due to the 
in?uence of parasitic capacity accumulated Within a sWitch 
ing element and Wiring. Further, frequency of the voltage 
applied to the opposite electrode can be reduced, and poWer 
consumption can be reduced. 

[0044] The polarity inverting circuit may invert a voltage 
supplied to the opposite electrodes for the respective roWs in 
synchroniZation With a beginning of the scanning period. 
This is because the voltage supplied to the opposite elec 
trode can be changed in synchroniZation With a change in the 
data signal. 

[0045] The polarity inverting circuit may comprise: a 
memory section Which holds a ?rst electric potential or a 
second electric potential as an electric potential for each of 
the M roWs of opposite electrodes, and updates the held 
electric potential every scanning period; and an electric 
potential selecting circuit for selecting the electric potential 
supplied to the M roWs of opposite electrodes based on the 
?rst electric potential or the second electric potential out 
putted from the memory section every scanning period. 

[0046] In accordance With such a construction, the polarity 
inverting circuit can be operated in synchroniZation With the 
scanning period for selecting the scanning line. 

[0047] The memory section may be a shift register Which 
sequentially shifts an input signal of the ?rst electric poten 
tial or the second electric potential. When the shift register 
is used, frame inversion driving for inverting the polarity of 
the voltage applied to the liquid crystal layer every frame 
can be easily embodied. This embodiment of the present 
invention is not limited to use of the frame inversion driving, 
but can be also applied to line inversion driving. 

[0048] The M roWs of opposite electrodes may be formed 
by M number of rectangular electrodes formed along each of 
the M roWs of scanning lines, and the M number of 
rectangular electrodes may be insulated from each other. 

[0049] In accordance With such a construction, only an 
opposite electrode corresponding to the selected scanning 
line is selected, and the polarity of the voltage applied to the 
liquid crystal layer can be inverted by the polarity inverting 
circuit. 

[0050] Further, a substrate in another embodiment has M 
roWs of opposite electrodes. 

[0051] The substrate having such a construction is used 
together With an active matrix substrate of the liquid crystal 
device in accordance With one embodiment of the present 
invention as a pair so that the voltage supplied from the 
opposite electrode driving circuit every scanning line can be 
easily controlled. 

[0052] The embodiments of the present invention Will next 
be explained in further detail With reference to the draWings. 
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First Embodiment 

[0053] FIG. 1 shoWs a block diagram of a liquid crystal 
device in the invention. 

[0054] This liquid crystal device is constructed by a liquid 
crystal panel 10, a signal control circuit section 12, a gray 
scale voltage circuit section 14, a poWer supply circuit 
section 16, a scanning line driving circuit 20, a data line 
driving circuit 22 and an opposing electrode driving circuit 
24. In FIG. 1, pixels formed in the liquid crystal panel 10 are 
de?ned as M11 to Mmn (m and n are integers equal to or 
greater than 2). Here, a scanning line is shoWn by Y, and a 
data line is shoWn by X. When only a certain speci?c 
scanning line or data line is designated, this speci?c scan 
ning line or data line is denoted as Y1, Y2, - - - , Ym, or X1, 

X2, - - - , Xn. An opposite electrode is shoWn by C. This 

opposite electrode C is formed in a rectangular shape so as 
to correspond to the scanning line, and rectangular elec 
trodes C1 to Cm are respectively insulated from each other. 
This opposite electrode C is shoWn in FIG. 9. In FIG. 9, the 
opposite electrodes C1 to Cm are arranged on a substrate 72. 
An active matrix substrate 70 is arranged on a side opposed 
to this substrate 72 through a liquid crystal layer 76. At least 
a device required for liquid crystal display as shoWn by the 
interior of the liquid crystal panel 10 is arranged in this 
active matrix substrate 70. 

[0055] For example, the liquid crystal panel 10 is con 
structed by (m><n) (e.g., 2~m~240, 2-n 300 in this embodi 
ment) pixels. Adata line X1 is connected to a source S of a 
TFT 30, and a scanning line Y1 is connected to a gate G of 
the TFT 30 in a certain one pixel M11 Within the liquid 
crystal panel 10. Data lines X1 to Xn are operated by the data 
line driving circuit 22, and scanning lines Y1 to Ym are 
operated by the scanning line driving circuit 20. A pixel 
electrode 32 is arranged in a drain D of the TFT 30. One end 
of a pixel capacitor 40 charged With a voltage applied to the 
liquid crystal layer, and one end of a holding capacitor 42 for 
holding data are connected to this pixel electrode 32. Each 
of the other ends of the pixel capacitor 40 and the holding 
capacitor 42 is connected to the opposite electrode C1. 

[0056] (m><n) pixels each having the same construction as 
the pixel M11 as mentioned above are formed Within the 
liquid crystal panel 10. 

[0057] PoWer, a data signal, a synchronous signal and 
clock signals CLK1, CLK2 are supplied from the exterior to 
the liquid crystal device of FIG. 1. 

[0058] The signal control circuit section 12 supplies the 
clock signal CLK1, a data signal Da and a horiZontal 
synchronous signal Hsync to the data line driving circuit 22. 
For example, the data signal Da is a digital signal for 
shoWing coloring of about 16 million 770 thousand colors 
by each of RGB signals of 8 bits. The data line driving 
circuit 22 latches the data signal Da in timing of the clock 
signal CLK1. The horiZontal synchronous signal Hsync is 
supplied to the data line driving circuit 22 in synchroniZation 
With the latch of the data signal Da on one line. The latched 
data signal Da on one line is converted to an analog signal 
based on this horiZontal synchronous signal Hsync and a 
reference voltage from the gray scale voltage circuit section 
14. Next, the data signal Da is next impedance-converted 
and supplied to the data line X. 

[0059] The signal control circuit section 12 supplies the 
clock signal CLK2 and a vertical synchronous signal Vsync 
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to the scanning line driving circuit 20. The scanning line 
driving circuit 20 sequentially sWitches a selected scanning 
line Y in timing of the clock signal CLK2. In a selected 
period in Which a certain speci?c scanning line Y is selected, 
a scanning signal voltage for turning-on the gate of the TFT 
30 connected to the scanning line is applied. A signal 
including this scanning signal voltage is de?ned as a scan 
ning signal S. This scanning signal S is also sequentially 
de?ned as S1, S2, - - - , S240 from a scanning signal supplied 
at the beginning of a frame period. Adata signal voltage Vd 
outputted from the data line driving circuit 22 is supplied to 
the data line X in synchroniZation With this scanning signal 
S. After one frame period in Which all the scanning lines X 
are scanned, the vertical synchronous signal Vsync is sup 
plied to the scanning line driving circuit 20, and the scanning 
line Y is again scanned from the head. 

[0060] As described later, the signal control circuit section 
12 supplies the clock signal CLK2 and a polarity inverted 
signal FR to the opposite electrode driving circuit 24. 

[0061] The poWer supply circuit section 16 supplies poWer 
to the gray scale voltage circuit section 14, the scanning line 
driving circuit 20, the data line driving circuit 22 and the 
opposite electrode driving circuit 24. For example, the 
opposite electrode driving circuit 24 supplies tWo kinds of 
voltages, e.g., voltages of positive and negative polarities to 
the opposite electrode C based on this supplied poWer. 

[0062] For example, as shoWn in FIG. 2, the opposite 
electrode driving circuit 24 is constructed by a memory 
section, e.g., a shift register 50 and an electric potential 
selecting circuit 56. The electric potential selecting circuit 
56 is constructed by a level shifter 54 and a driver 52. 

[0063] For example, the shift register 50 is constructed by 
240 delay type ?ip ?ops (FF1 to FF240) connected in series. 
Information stored to the shift register 50 is shifted every 
time the clock signal CLK2 is inputted. The information 
stored to the shift register 50 is converted to an analog signal 
by the level shifter 54, and is ampli?ed by the driver 52 until 
a predetermined required voltage level, and is supplied to the 
opposite electrode C. 

[0064] FIG. 3 shoWs a change t to (t+240) With the 
passage of time When the clock signal CLK2 is inputted to 
the shift register 50. In FIG. 3, the voltage of negative 
polarity is supplied from the opposite electrode driving 
circuit 24 to each of the opposite electrodes C1 to C240 in the 
case of “0”, and the voltage of positive polarity is supplied 
from the opposite electrode driving circuit 24 to each of the 
opposite electrodes C1 to C240 in the case of “1”. This input 
signal of “0” or “1” is determined by the polarity inverted 
signal FR. For example, the signal of “0” or “1” is supplied 
to the opposite electrode driving circuit 24 every frame 
period in the frame inversion driving system. In the line 
inversion driving system, the signal of “0” or “1” is supplied 
to the opposite electrode driving circuit 24 every frame 
period and every selected period. 

[0065] The operation of the opposite electrode driving 
circuit 24 Will next be explained in the case of the frame 
inversion driving system. 

[0066] At a time t, “0” is inputted to the ?ip ?ops FF1 to 
FF240, and the voltage of negative polarity is supplied to the 
240 opposite electrodes C1 to C240. At a time (t+1), “1” is 
inputted to the ?ip ?op FF1, and “0” is inputted to the other 
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?ip ?ops FF2 to FF240. The voltage of positive polarity is 
supplied to only the opposite electrode C1 connected to this 
?ip ?op FF1. Similarly, at a time (t+2), the voltage of 
positive polarity is supplied to the opposite electrode C1 
connected to the ?ip ?op FF1 and the opposite electrode C2 
connected to the ?ip ?op FF2. Similarly, “1” is shifted, and 
the voltage of positive polarity is supplied to the opposite 
electrodes C1 to C240 respectively connected to the ?ip ?ops 
FF1 to FF240 at a time (t+240). 

[0067] The timing chart of FIG. 4 Will next be explained 
by using the liquid crystal device of FIG. 1. FIG. 4 shoWs 
a vieW in Which the invention is applied to the frame 
inversion driving system in Which the polarity of a voltage 
applied to the liquid crystal layer is changed every frame 
period. An operation shoWn in FIG. 3 corresponds to a 
frame period f2 of FIG. 4. 

[0068] A scanning line Y1 is selected and a data signal 
voltage +Vd of positive polarity is supplied to each of data 
lines X1 to Xn by a scanning signal S1 supplied at the 
beginning of a frame period f1.Accordingly, the voltage +Vd 
of positive polarity is supplied from the data lines X1 to Xn 
to each pixel electrode 32. A voltage —Vcom of negative 
polarity is supplied from the opposite electrode driving 
circuit 24 in synchroniZation With this scanning signal S1 
based on the clock signal CLK2. 

[0069] Next, a scanning line Y2 is selected and a data 
signal voltage +Vd of positive polarity is supplied to each of 
data lines X1 to Xn by a scanning signal S2. Accordingly, the 
voltage +Vd of positive polarity is supplied from the data 
lines X1 to Xn to each pixel electrode 32. In this case, timing 
of the voltage —Vcom of negative polarity supplied from the 
opposite electrode driving circuit 24 is synchroniZed With 
the scanning signal S2. 

[0070] Similarly, When a scanning line Y3 is selected by a 
scanning signal S3, a data signal voltage +Vd of positive 
polarity is supplied to each of the data lines X1 to Xn. 
Accordingly, the voltage +Vd of positive polarity is supplied 
to each pixel electrode 32 through the data lines X1 to Xn. 
In this case, timing of the voltage —Vcom of negative 
polarity supplied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 
24 is synchroniZed With the scanning signal S3. 

[0071] Similarly, timing of the voltage —Vcom of negative 
polarity supplied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 
24 is synchroniZed With a scanning signal S. In a subsequent 
frame period f2, timing of a voltage +Vcom of positive 
polarity supplied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 
24 is similarly synchroniZed With the scanning signal S. 

[0072] Thus, in this embodiment, When the polarity of a 
voltage applied to the liquid crystal layer is inverted, the 
voltage applied to the opposite electrode is changed in 
synchroniZation With timing at a selecting time of each 
scanning line. Accordingly, When the polarity of the voltage 
applied to the opposite electrode is inverted in synchroni 
Zation With the beginning of the frame period, it is possible 
to prevent a voltage caused by parasitic capacity from being 
applied to the liquid crystal layer so that ?icker appearing in 
a liquid crystal panel can be restrained. 

Second Embodiment 

[0073] The timing chart of FIG. 5 Will be explained by 
using the liquid crystal device of FIG. 1. FIG. 5 shoWs a 
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vieW in Which the invention is applied to a line inversion 
driving system for changing the polarity of the voltage 
applied to the liquid crystal layer every frame and every 
scanning line. 

[0074] A scanning line Y1 is selected and a data signal 
voltage +Vd of positive polarity is supplied to each of data 
lines X1 to Xn by a scanning signal S1 supplied at the 
beginning of a frame period f1. Accordingly, the voltage +Vd 
of positive polarity is supplied to each pixel electrode 32 
through the data lines X1 to Xn. A voltage —Vcom of 
negative polarity is supplied from the opposite electrode 
driving circuit 24 in synchroniZation With this scanning 
signal S1. 
[0075] Next, a scanning line Y2 is selected and a data 
signal voltage —Vd of negative polarity is supplied to each 
of data lines X1 to Xn by a scanning signal S2. Accordingly, 
the voltage —Vd of negative polarity is supplied from the 
data lines X1 to Xn to each pixel electrode 32. In this case, 
timing of a voltage +Vcom of positive polarity supplied 
from the opposite electrode driving circuit 24 is synchro 
niZed With the scanning signal S2. 

[0076] Similarly, When a scanning signal Y3 is selected by 
a scanning signal S3, a data signal voltage +Vd of positive 
polarity is supplied to each of the data lines X1 to Xn. 
Accordingly, the voltage +Vd of positive polarity is supplied 
from the data lines X1 to Xn to each pixel electrode 32. In 
this case, timing of a voltage —Vcom of negative polarity 
supplied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 24 is 
synchroniZed With the scanning signal S3. 

[0077] Similarly, the voltage —Vcom of negative polarity 
or the voltage +Vcom of positive polarity alternately sup 
plied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 24 is 
synchroniZed With timing of the scanning signal S. 

[0078] In a frame period f2, the voltage —Vcom of negative 
polarity or the voltage +Vcom of positive polarity alter 
nately supplied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 
24 is similarly synchroniZed With the scanning signal S. 

[0079] In this embodiment, When the polarity of the volt 
age supplied to the liquid crystal layer is inverted, the 
voltage applied to the opposite electrode is changed in 
synchroniZation With timing at a selecting time of each 
scanning line. Thus, it is possible to restrain a change in 
voltage applied to a pixel due to the in?uence of parasitic 
capacity accumulated Within the TFT 30 and Wiring. Further, 
in this embodiment, it is suf?cient to invert the voltage 
polarity of only the opposite electrode C corresponding to 
each scanning line Y in a frame period instead of every 
selected period. Thus, in comparison With the conventional 
line inversion driving system, frequency in driving the 
opposite electrode by the opposite electrode driving circuit 
24 can be restrained so that poWer consumption can be 
reduced. 

Third Embodiment 

[0080] FIG. 6 shoWs a liquid crystal device in a third 
embodiment of the invention. 

[0081] A data signal, a synchronous signal and a clock 
signal are supplied to a signal control circuit section 112. 
The signal control circuit section 112 supplies a clock signal 
CLKX, a horiZontal synchronous signal Hsyncl and a data 
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signal Db to a data line driving circuit 122. The signal 
control circuit section 112 supplies a clock signal CLKY and 
a vertical synchronous signal Vsyncl to a scanning line 
driving circuit 120. The signal control circuit section 112 
also supplies a polarity inverted signal FR and the clock 
signal CLKY to an opposite electrode driving circuit 124. 

[0082] Similar to the gray scale voltage circuit section 14, 
a gray scale voltage circuit section 114 supplies a voltage as 
a reference to the data line driving circuit 122. Similar to the 
poWer supply circuit section 16, a poWer supply circuit 
section 116 supplies poWer to each device for operating the 
liquid crystal device. 

[0083] Here, the vertical synchronous signal Vsync1 is a 
signal for determining each sub?eld de?ned by dividing one 
?eld (one frame). Asignal inverted in level is supplied by the 
polarity inverted signal FR to the opposite electrode driving 
circuit 124 every one sub?eld. The clock signal CLKY is a 
signal for prescribing a horiZontal scanning period S. The 
horiZontal synchronous signal Hsyncl is a signal outputted 
by the clock signal CLKX after each RGB data signal Db on 
one line is latched to the data line driving circuit 122; A 
counter for counting the vertical synchronous signal Vsyncl 
is arranged in the signal control circuit section 112 although 
this counter is not illustrated. A signal supplied as the 
polarity inverted signal FR is determined based on results of 
this counter. 

[0084] Here, a concept of the sub?eld Will next be 
explained. 
[0085] In this embodiment, for example, the liquid crystal 
device shoWn in FIG. 7 is set to be able to perform eight 
gray scales display. Namely, the data signal Db is con 
structed by three bits in each of RGB. In such a liquid crystal 
device in this embodiment, the voltage applied to the liquid 
crystal layer is set to e.g., only tWo values of voltages V0 (=0 
V) and V7. In the case of a normally White liquid crystal 
panel, transmittance is 0% When the voltage V0 is applied to 
the liquid crystal layer in all periods of one ?eld, and 
transmittance is 100% When the voltage V7 is applied to the 
liquid crystal layer. Further, the gray scale display corre 
sponding to each of predetermined required voltages V1 to 
V6 applied to the liquid crystal layer can be performed by 
controlling a ratio of a period for applying the voltage V0 to 
the liquid crystal layer and a period for applying the voltage 
V7 to the liquid crystal layer With respect to one ?eld. 
Therefore, one ?eld f is divided into seven periods to 
partition the period for applying the voltage V0 to the liquid 
crystal layer and the period for applying the voltage V7 to 
the liquid crystal layer. These divided periods are de?ned as 
sub?elds Sf1 to Sf7. 

[0086] For example, When gray scale data are (001) (When 
the gray scale display having 14.3% in transmittance of a 
pixel is performed) and the voltage of the opposite electrode 
C is 0 V, the voltage V7 is applied to a selected pixel in the 
sub?eld Sfl. In contrast to this, the voltage V0 is applied to 
the other sub?elds Sf2 to Sf7. Here, a voltage effective value 
is calculated by an averaged square root of the second poWer 
of a voltage instant value over one period (one ?eld). 
Namely, When the sub?eld Sf1 is set so as to be (V1/V7)2 
With respect to one ?eld f, the voltage effective value applied 
to the liquid crystal layer Within one ?eld f becomes V1. 

[0087] Thus, periods of the sub?elds Sf1 to Sf7 are set and 
a voltage according to the gray scale data is applied to the 
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liquid crystal layer so that the gray scale display With respect 
to each transmittance can be performed although only binary 
voltages V1 and V7 are supplied to the liquid crystal layer. 

[0088] The signal control circuit section 112 converts the 
supplied data signal of three bits in each of RGB to a binary 
signal Ds every sub?elds Sf1 to Sf7. This binary signal Ds is 
supplied to the data line driving circuit 122, and one of the 
voltages V0 and V7 is applied to the liquid crystal layer as 
a data signal voltage Vd. 

[0089] FIG. 7 shoWs a voltage Waveform of gray scale 
data (000) to (111) applied to the liquid crystal layer. The 
voltage V7 (“H”) or the voltage V0 (“L”) is applied to the 
liquid crystal layer in each period of the sub?elds Sf1 to Sf7 
in accordance With each gray scale data. For example, in the 
case of gray scale data (001), (HLLLLLL) is applied to the 
liquid crystal layer in an order of the sub?elds Sf1 to Sf7. 

[0090] FIG. 8 is a timing chart shoWing an operation of 
the liquid crystal device of FIG. 6. 

[0091] In each sub?eld, a period p for supplying scanning 
signals S1 to Sm is set to be shorter than that in a sub?eld Sf3 
set as a shortest sub?eld period. 

[0092] In the sub?eld Sf1, a data signal voltage Vd is 
supplied in the scanning period S1. A voltage Vcom of 
polarity reverse to that of the data signal voltage Vd is 
supplied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 124 to 
an opposite electrode C1 in synchroniZation of the supply of 
the data signal voltage Vd. Similarly, the data signal voltage 
Vd is supplied in the scanning period Sm, and a voltage 
Vcom of polarity reverse to that of the data signal voltage Vd 
is supplied from the opposite electrode driving circuit 124 to 
an opposite electrode Cm in synchroniZation With the supply 
of the data signal voltage Vd. 

[0093] Thus, When the liquid crystal device is operated, it 
is possible to restrain a change in the voltage applied to the 
liquid crystal layer due to parasitic capacity, etc. caused 
When the polarity of the opposite electrode C is inverted by 
the polarity inverted signal FR in synchroniZation With the 
beginning of a frame period. 

[0094] Further, When the line inversion driving is conven 
tionally performed, the frame period f is divided into a 
plurality of sub?elds so that frequency for operating the 
opposite electrode driving circuit 124 is increased in pro 
portional to frequency for inverting the polarity of the 
voltage of the opposite electrode. HoWever, in this embodi 
ment, the opposite electrode C is constructed as shoWn in 
FIG. 9. Accordingly, it is possible to operate each opposite 
electrode only When a corresponding scanning line is 
selected. Therefore, frequency in operating the opposite 
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electrode by the opposite electrode driving circuit 124 can 
be restrained, and poWer consumption can be reduced. 

[0095] In the embodiment, the scanning line Y is selected 
one by one. HoWever, When a plurality of scanning lines are 
selected and operated, similar effects are obtained by oper 
ating the opposite electrode on each line corresponding to a 
selected scanning line in synchroniZation With a selected 
period of the scanning line. 

[0096] The invention is not limited to the embodiment, but 
can be variously modi?ed and embodied Within the scope of 
features of the invention. For example, the invention is not 
limited to driving of the liquid crystal device of the TFT 
type, but can be also applied to an image display unit using 
a plasma display unit. 

[0097] The invention can be applied to any electronic 
equipment having the liquid crystal device. For eXample, the 
invention can be applied to various kinds of electronic 
equipment such as a portable telephone, a game machine, an 
electronic note, a personal computer, a Word processor, a 
television and a car navigation device. 

1. A liquid crystal device comprising: 

M (M is an integer equal to or greater than 2) roWs of 
scanning lines, and N (N is an integer equal to or 
greater than 2) columns of data lines; 

M><N number of sWitching element respectively con 
nected to one of the M roWs of scanning lines and one 
of the N columns of data lines; 

M><N number of piXel electrodes respectively connected 
to one of the M><N number of sWitching element; 

M roWs of opposite electrodes arranged oppositely to 
respective roWs of the M><N number of piXel electrodes 
through a liquid crystal layer; 

scanning line driving circuit Which supplies a scanning 
signal including a scanning period for selecting at least 
one of the M roWs of scanning lines to the M roWs of 
scanning lines; 

data line driving circuit Which supplies a data signal to the 
N columns of data lines; and 

polarity inverting circuit Which inverts a polarity of a 
voltage applied to the liquid crystal layer by changing 
a voltage supplied to an opposite electrode of a roW 
corresponding to the selected scanning line in synchro 
niZation With the scanning period. 

2-18. (canceled) 


