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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method for designing, on a display device, a 
neW design. The method includes receiving a plurality of at 
least tWo prede?ned models de?ned as parameters in a 
common coordinate system, extracting patterns and relation 
ships from the prede?ned models and capturing the patterns 
and relationships in a processor memory to form a statistical 
model providing plural, selectable vehicle shapes, and gen 
erating a neW design based on a selectable shape of the 
statistical model. 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MORPHABLE 
MODEL DESIGN SPACE DEFINITION 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority to US. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/598,290, titled, “A SYSTEM AND 
METHOD FOR GEOMETRIC SHAPE DESIGN,” ?led Jul. 
30, 2004, Which itself claims priority to US. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/552,975, titled, “CAPTURING 
AND MANIPULATING AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN CHAR 
ACTERISTICS IN A STATISTICAL SHAPE MODEL,” 
?led Mar. 12, 2004, both of Which are incorporated by 
reference herein in their entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] A design tool for use in manufacture is disclosed. 
More particularly, this disclosure relates to computer-aided 
geometric shape design tools. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] Computer design tools useful for industrial design 
are most commonly “computer aided design” (CAD) based. 
Users of CAD programs often undergo training and have 
much experience in the use of CAD before their pro?ciency 
reaches a level high enough for complex design and engi 
neering. 
[0004] In the automotive industry, car body designers 
typically sketch their designs. Car body designers are cre 
ative artists Who produce styling sketches and typically do 
not use CAD programs. From sketches and discussion With 
the car body designer, a CAD designer Will reWork the 
sketch onto the computer. Accordingly, the sketch is engi 
neered into three-dimensional detail. There are often many 
instances of re?nement discussed betWeen the artist and 
CAD user. Oftentimes, for example, the designer’s sketches 
are not in correct perspective and details may need to be 
added and changed, and therefore, the process to completion 
by a CAD user may become tedious and repetitive. The 
CAD tool requires construction of a shape, piece by piece. 
The overall shape may not emerge until a signi?cant amount 
of Work has been done. 

[0005] It Would be advantageous for a designer to have 
available a design tool that is simple to operate and can 
readily replace hand sketching, and Whose resultant design 
is captured in a computer ?le. Therefore, the time consum 
ing, step of re?nement betWeen the artist and a CAD 
designer may be substantially eliminated. 

[0006] In automobile design, a designer most likely must 
keep the design Within certain style parameters. For 
example, the task at hand for the designer may be to design 
a neW Cadillac. In this Way, it may be advantageous for the 
designer to have available Cadillac designs and then to 
change some aspect or another to create a neW look in 
keeping With the brand character of the Cadillac. 

[0007] Alternatively, a designer may Want to create a 
design that is an intermediate betWeen tWo designs, or is a 
blend of three or more designs. In any of these events, the 
process currently depends on the designer’s strong famil 
iarity With the various automobiles’ designs. In this Way, the 
ability to use a computer to maintain data on designs and 
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create automobile designs from any number of combinations 
Would be particularly advantageous for the design process. 

[0008] Complex design shapes such as automobiles may 
have topologies that vary greatly. The list of automobiles, 
even for just one automobile manufacturer, is extensive and 
the styling is diverse and includes many discrete variations. 
The functional categories of automobiles for a single manu 
facturer may include coupes, sedans, SUVs, sports cars, and 
trucks. Secondary categories may include minivans, Wagons 
and convertibles. A computer based design tool that Would 
alloW a designer to combine any number of models to form 
a resultant neW style or model Would be advantageous. 

[0009] It Would be advantageous if the design tool visually 
offered to the artist a plurality of automobiles to choose from 
and provided the ability to combine them into a combined 
resultant automobile design. If the designer desires a sportier 
car, or, for example, a Buick to be more Cadillac-like, or to 
use the grill of one car on another car, it Would be advan 
tageous to provide in a design tool the ?exibility to the user 
to reach his design goals or otherWise explore options. 

[0010] Once a user has created a resultant combined 
design by combining as many models as desired, an addi 
tional bene?t Would come from the ability to change or 
morph that resultant design. A design tool that Would be 
useful for morphing automobile designs is preferably ?ex 
ible enough to alloW a designer to explore different combi 
nations and then provide the ability to morph the resultant 
design into many possible designs. 

[0011] Furthermore, a design tool that provides many 
options for morphable features, and alloWs the addition of 
constraints on the features in the morphing process, Would 
be advantageous as Well. 

[0012] In this manner it Would be also advantageous that 
a computer operable design tool provide the output so that 
after the vehicle designer’s initial design is complete, a CAD 
programmer Would then be able to Work from the output. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0013] This invention is a softWare package, a system, a 
method, and an apparatus for designing geometric shapes for 
automobiles or any other manufactured objects. 

[0014] On a display screen a ?rst set of exemplar designs 
hereinafter referred to as a catalog—is provided for selecting 
a second set of exemplars to create a resultant design space 
or mixture. A design space includes space de?ned by fea 
tures of a mixture. Once a user has created a resultant 

combined design, also available is the ability for the 
designer to explore the design space and therefore to change 
or morph the resultant design. Automobile designs may be 
embodied as the exemplars. The term exemplar includes a 
model that is a registered model as de?ned beloW. 

[0015] Once the resultant combined design is chosen then 
manipulated, altered, or morphed according to one or more 
statistical models, the result may be a neW design. A statis 
tical model includes a probabilistic object derived from a 
design space. The mathematical space and statistical 
manipulations of the mathematical space alloW the user to 
explore the space alloWing for stylistic and functional inter 
pretations. A mathematical algorithm described herein 
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allows the user to select one or more feature constraints and 
apply the constraints to the morphable model. 

[0016] Accordingly, a CAD user may input the model 
generated by the described design tool and begin the process 
of model making therefrom or use the model directly. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a system and apparatus diagram; 

[0018] 
[0019] FIG. 3 is a screen display Where three exemplars 
are shoWn in the background and a morphable vehicle is 
shoWn in the foreground; 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a screen display Where three exemplars 
are shoWn in the background and a morphed vehicle is 
shoWn in the foreground; 

[0021] FIG. 5 is a ?oWchart illustrating different actions 
available to the user; 

[0022] FIG. 6 shoWs a truck and a coupe; 

[0023] FIG. 7 shoWs steps using information relating to 
the truck and coup; 

[0024] FIG. 8 is a ?oWchart of the model updating algo 
rithm; 

FIG. 2 is a screen display shoWing a catalog; 

[0025] FIG. 9 is an illustration shoWing several user 
interfaces; 
[0026] FIG. 10 is an illustration shoWing several user 
interfaces; 
[0027] FIG. 11 is an illustration shoWing several user 
interfaces; 
[0028] FIG. 12 is an illustration shoWing an additional 
display and interface; 

[0029] FIG. 13 is an illustration shoWing another user 
interface; 
[0030] FIG. 14 is a ?oWchart of the shifting method 
described herein; and 

[0031] FIG. 15 is a ?oWchart of the method incorporating 
the shifted output. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0032] The system and method, apparatus and product 
includes central system modules 100 as shoWn in FIG. 1 
including, for example, an input module 102, a processor 
module 104 in communication With softWare instructions 
from softWare 106, a display module 108 to display opera 
tions to a user 110, and an apparatus 112 for direct input such 
as a keyboard, touch-screen, voice recognition, joy stick, a 
mouse, and/or other apparatus for user input. The user 110 
manipulates data that is processed by processor 104 accord 
ing to computer instructions. Data may be shoWn on display 
108 and/or generated as output to output module 114. The 
output of a neW vehicle design may be communicated to a 
neW vehicle manufacture process. 

[0033] This invention may be embodied in the form of any 
number of computer-implemented processes and appara 
tuses for practicing those processes. Embodiments of the 

Sep. 15, 2005 

invention may be in the form of computer program code 
containing instructions embodied in tangible media, such as 
?oppy diskettes, CD-ROMs, hard drives, or any other com 
puter-readable storage medium, Wherein, When the computer 
program code is loaded into and executed by a computer, the 
computer becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention. 
The present invention may also be embodied in the form of 
computer program code, for example, Whether stored in a 
storage medium, loaded into and/or executed by a computer, 
or transmitted over some transmission medium, such as over 
electrical Wiring or cabling, through ?ber optics, or via 
electromagnetic radiation, Wherein, When the computer pro 
gram code is loaded into and executed by a computer, the 
computer becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention. 
When implemented on a general-purpose microprocessor, 
the computer program code segments con?gure the micro 
processor to create speci?c logic circuits. 

[0034] The user 110 may vieW on display screen 108 a 
variety of models shoWn in catalog form 118 (see FIG. 2). 
The user may begin the method by selecting a mix, or set of 
designs, from the catalog, to de?ne and populate a math 
ematical design space. Amodel as referred to herein includes 
a single geometric object(s). A reference model includes a 
template for a class of objects, for example of vehicles. A 
catalog includes a collection of exemplars from one object 
class. The terms “vehicle” and “object” are used inter 
changeably in this disclosure and, Where vehicle is used, 
object applies. 
[0035] Exemplars that correspond to existing models may 
inherently incorporate engineering constraints. The term 
constraint used in this disclosure is a mathematical term and 
used in the sense of a mathematical operation, and is not 
intended to add limitations to the meaning of the features 
With Which it is used in conjunction. Packaging and criteria 
information exists in the data stored in datastore 116 or 
elseWhere of the cataloged vehicles providing information 
early in the design process. Existing vehicles used as input 
to the statistical model may already have Well-coordinated 
packaging and aesthetic characteristics. 

[0036] The design tool therefore provides the ability to 
morph models in many Ways. Basic geometric shape fea 
tures such as points can be constrained to lie in certain 
positions. Other features that are selectable for constraint 
during morphing may include primary criteria such as 
vehicle height, Wheelbase, H-point, and steering Wheel posi 
tion. A feature may include a simple attribute of the refer 
ence model, for example, a point. 

[0037] Therefore, the catalog provides the designer exem 
plars to incorporate into a resultant object that may meet 
target design requirements. Accordingly, certain criteria 
including engineering constraints may be built into the 
resultant average vehicle as exemplars are existing models 
and inherently include engineering constraints. Many engi 
neering criteria are manipulable, changeable or morphable 
in accordance With this process, method and apparatus. 
Engineering constraints available for application in the 
morphing process may be displayed as, for example, options 
in drop doWn menus. 

[0038] There may be a style that the designer may Want to 
emulate, e.g., a Buick—having a particular brand ?avor or 
identity that in this example should remain in the mix. 
Alternatively, favorite models may be mixed together and 
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neW design elements may be added. It Will be appreciated 
that there are many Ways to approach design With the design 
tool described herein, including such considerations as aes 
thetics, brand identity, and function. Selectable morphable 
features include features named herein as Well as others that 
may be recogniZed by persons skilled in the art of vehicle 
design. 
[0039] In a ?rst embodiment, the user’s interaction 110 
With the system and method is driven by a user interface, the 
display 108 and manual input 112. Referring noW to FIG. 2, 
on the display 108, the MIX button 120 brings up the set of 
vehicles from Which the user may choose. In general, this set 
of vehicles may be called a catalog 118. Here We refer to the 
draWing of the 2D data although in another embodiment 3D 
data may also be used. 

[0040] Returning again to FIG. 2, a smaller set is selected 
by the user from a larger set of exemplar vehicles, in this 
example including forty-four exemplars. Here, for example, 
a plurality of vehicles 130, 132 and 134, are combined. On 
one or more screens there may be any number of exemplar 
options. Exemplars may be added to the mix 136 or removed 
from the mix 138. In this Way the user 110 can select 
particular exemplars to build a morphable model (via 140). 
Selecting the mix provides a step that sets the initial prob 
abilities of the statistical model. A morphable model 
includes a statistical model derived from a design space or 
a PCA (Principal Component Analysis) space. 

[0041] A morphable model summarizes the space de?ned 
by exemplars. Any point in the space can be considered a 
“morph” of the exemplars, ie a Weighted linear combina 
tion of their features. HoWever, constraints are also applied 
to features of the morphable model to produce updates of the 
shape based on optimal estimation. These actions create a 
neW design (a single entity in space), and the process Would 
not typically be called morphing, although the result could 
still be considered a combination of the exemplars. 

[0042] Under the ADD button 136 there may be general 
categories in a drop doWn menu. Options that may be 
provided are, for example: processing exemplars, processing 
only the cars; only the trucks; only the Chevrolets; or only 
the GMCs. Similarly, one could also remove items by the 
REMOVE button 138. In a similar manner, vehicles may be 
chosen and the Cadillacs removed. Accordingly, everything 
Would then be in a selected set except the Cadillacs. 

[0043] Exemplars in the catalog have been through a 
registration process that may be automatic or manual. Exem 
plars have been ?t so that there is a substantially one-to-one 
correspondence betWeen them. For example, a particular 
curve, the front piece of a hood on a car, is numbered 1, and 
another element is numbered 2. The registration is possible 
by a process of segmentation that includes knoWledge of one 
of ordinary skill in the art of design of manufactured objects 
such as vehicles, of hoW many degrees of freedom are 
needed to describe a particular car or other geometric shape 
and hoW one can correlate that same information to all, or 
substantially all of the cars in the catalog. The result of 
segmentation is a set of features that can be put into 
substantially 1-to-1 correspondence across input vehicles. 
From these vehicles in correspondence, a statistical model 
can be produced that captures the similarities in character, 
style, shape and proportions of the mixed set. An input 
vehicle includes a particular model, for example, a particular 
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car. Registration includes matching features of the reference 
model to an input model. A registered model is an input 
model after registration. 

[0044] Still referring to FIG. 2, the user 110 uses the 
interface driven by the MIX button 120 to select items and 
then build the morphable model 140. As shoWn in FIG. 2, 
a user can select individual vehicles, such as a Corvette 134, 
a Hummer 130 and an SSR 132. A mixture includes a 
selected subset of a catalog. 

[0045] Initially, by selecting a mix as described above, the 
initial probabilities and initial mathematical space are set. 
An average or mean of these chosen cars is taken to 
represent the morphable model. A morphable model is a 
statistical model derived from the cars chosen to populate 
the design space. A design includes a model in the design 
space. The morphable model can be changed by the user in 
the manner that the user chooses. The user is able to drive 
the design tool’s output to satisfy aesthetics, and impose 
functional and engineering constraints on the desired design. 
Once a morphable model is generated, the user can select a 
particular place, space, or feature to modify, for example, a 
Windshield or WindoW. As an example shoWn in FIGS. 3 
and 4, a rear WindoW is changed from the initial, average 
model to that of a morphed model. As discussed above, 
selectable features to control morphing are numerous. In this 
example of FIGS. 3 and 4, the user can click a point at the 
base of the rear WindoW and move it to modify the shape. 

[0046] FIG. 3 shoWs a display screen 108 having a mix of 
a Hummer H2 130, the Chevrolet SSR 132, and the Chev 
rolet Corvette 134. The average of the three vehicles 150 is 
shoWn, representing the morphable model. In this Way it is 
possible to combine different categories such as trucks, 
SUVs and cars together in a single representation. 

[0047] On the display screen 108, the average model 150 
may be shoWn in one color for example and the exemplars 
may be in other colors behind the average model indicating 
the mixture. The designer may choose the colors. 

[0048] On the display 108, grayed out, the Hummer and 
the Corvette, and the SSR, are displayed; their average may 
be displayed in black. The resultant average vehicle 150 is 
approximately the siZe of the SSR. 

[0049] In this example the user then may pick a point or 
a curve on the average vehicle to pursue changes to the 
morphable model. For example, the user may pick a point at 
the rear WindoW 152a. By selecting the rear glass to modify 
the user can move that point up to make the vehicle more 
Hummer like and move it doWn to make it more Corvette 
like. It may continue to include some of the character of the 
SSR. 

[0050] A drop-doWn menu or any other user interface may 
provide a list of points or options for the designer to pick 
from to alter the resultant vehicle. Or the user may simply 
click near or on the rear WindoW to select the point 152a. In 
the example, the point 152a represents the rear WindoW. By 
clicking the point 152a, a cluster of points 156a, 156b and 
1566 may be provided on the display 108. The cluster of 
points shoWs the space in Which the mix of cars’ rear 
WindoWs reside as shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 4. In other Words, 
the cluster of points gives the user an immediate indication 
as to the extent of the design space for that feature from the 
exemplars. The cluster may or may not be shoWn on the 



US 2005/0200623 A1 

display but if shown may be used as a guide. In this Way the 
user can drag the point 152a to the position of 152b in FIG. 
4, knowing that he is still Within the prescribed design space 
of the mixture. 

[0051] The average vehicle 150 morphs into the morphed 
vehicle 160. As the point is dragged the morphing may shoW 
on the screen in a continuous interactive manner. From the 
registration process, curves that are related to each other 
from the registered exemplars de?ning the design space may 
change consistently together. Manipulating exterior vehicle 
curves Will change the packaging curves and visa versa. This 
dynamic interaction of styling and packaging is available 
immediately to the designer to aid the aesthetic creation 
process. Alternatively, When the point is dragged, the mor 
phed model 160 may update When the mouse button is 
released or at any point therebetWeen. 

[0052] The designer may drag point 152a to a point 
outside of the space created Within 156a, 156b and 156c. 
HoWever, the model may break doWn When manipulated 
outside the bounds of the design space as de?ned by the 
examples. 
[0053] The catalog of designs includes geometric design 
data, coded into a representation such that different, but 
related, designs may be put into correspondence. The coding 
may, for example, entail segmenting a geometric design into 
points, curves or surfaces. Some or all designs in the catalog 
may be represented as an array of values that characteriZe 
the vertices and curves for that design. Corresponding 
values in different arrays map to corresponding vertices and 
curves in different designs. On the other hand, one or more 
catalogs of any number of objects may be included. One or 
more catalogs may provide a statistical basis for the class of 
shapes that are generated by the method, system and appa 
ratus described herein. 

[0054] To build a morphable model from the selected set 
of exemplars, the set of mathematical arrays, one array 
representing selected designs 130, 132 and 134, may be 
manipulated using statistical methods to extract their rela 
tionships and take advantage of redundancies in the data 
arrays representing the geometric designs. For example, a 
mean or average array may be calculated, Whose elements 
are calculated by averaging corresponding elements of the 
arrays. Similarly, a covariance matrix may be calculated 
from the data arrays, once the average array is calculated. 

[0055] Morphing With statistics supports consistency of 
the resulting design. In the statistical methods as described 
in detail beloW, the more models used, the more accurately 
the model class is described by the statistics. Other statistical 
models may be used that operate on less data. Mathematical 
methods including statistics are described for their ability to 
reach results, and any other methods used to reach the results 
are considered Within the scope of this disclosure. 

[0056] One skilled in the art of vehicle design Will recog 
niZe that the vehicle design process typically begins With 
vehicle criteria. Some of such criteria include points called 
“hard points” Which in certain circumstances should not be 
changed. Hard points may be categoriZed according to 
vehicle architecture class, for example. A resulting set of 
dimensions for hard points is therefore developed and com 
municated to a designer. The designer may then typically 
design the vehicle exterior With constraints given on the 
location of at least some of the vehicle hard points. 
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[0057] The designer input 102 of FIG. 1 is receptive of 
designer selections relating to manipulations of the patterns 
and relationships contained in the statistical vehicle model. 
A modeling module including, for example, a pattern and 
relationship extraction module 460 and a constraint module 
467 (see FIG. 5), is adapted to build and modify the 
statistical model in the design space based on the designer 
input. 

[0058] The designer may then manipulate the features of 
the statistical model corresponding to the hard points to 
conform With standard dimensions. The model is draWn on 
the display 108 of FIG. 1 based on the modi?ed parameters, 
Which in the example are positions of hard points. The 
modeling module described in detail beloW is adapted to 
manipulate positions of the visually rendered vehicle hard 
points in design space to accomplish designer creation of a 
neW vehicle shape. 

[0059] The process, system and apparatus described 
herein may be applied by vehicle designers in additional 
Ways. For example the vehicle models may be used to design 
a vehicle interior from a plurality of vehicle interior exem 
plars. Also, the interior and exterior may be designed 
simultaneously. Additionally, plural vehicle interior exem 
plars and plural exterior exemplars may be used indepen 
dently to form separate exterior and interior resultant sta 
tistical models. These separate models may then be 
combined into a common coordinate system by, for 
example, causing the hard points of the models to conform 
to one another. The designer may then adjust the interior and 
exterior models simultaneously With a single selection or 
With multiple selections. Cluster points similar to those as 
described above in reference to FIGS. 3 and 4 may be used 
to guide morphing of interior models. 

[0060] As described above, the method, system and appa 
ratus described herein provide the designer the ability to be 
creative and to drive the output. For example, the designer 
may be Working in a space that includes angular exemplars, 
but may Wish to add some curvature. The designer may add 
a previously registered round shape to the mix for that result. 
In this Way, design qualities or features may be added into 
the mix. Also they may be Weighted—such as 50 cars and 1 
round shape, or Weighted as 25 round shapes and 25 cars. 
The average and the statistics can be changed by the 
designer’s choice. A slide bar or other similar interface may 
provide the user the ability to specify Weights. 

[0061] As noted With the previous example, exemplars 
may include other items than existing vehicles. NeW 
designs, not yet built into production models, may also be 
included. Different shapes having other purposes than 
vehicle bodies may also be used as exemplars. 

[0062] The design space may be large. The designer can 
use the mixer to select a smaller set of models appropriate 
to his design goal. For example, if only Cadillac vehicles are 
chosen for the mixture, the design space Will re?ect the 
characteristics of Cadillacs. 

[0063] Referring noW to FIG. 5, a ?oWchart shoWing an 
embodiment of the method described herein is shoWn at 400. 
The ?oWchart is a high level overvieW of the options 
available to the user in the creative process. During the steps, 
mathematical algorithms are used to process data and pro 
vide the output along the Way. 
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[0064] A catalog of exemplar designs is provided at 402. 
Designs of the catalog may comprise a collection of points 
and curves (or other features) conforming to a design 
topology. Here the design topology, also referred to herein as 
a topology, and denoted Q, is a ?nite set P of points p1, p2, 
p3, . . . , and a ?nite set C of curves c1, c2, c3, . . . , along 

With a mapping betWeen the tWo sets. This mapping may be 
such that exactly tWo points map to a given curve. These tWo 
points constitute the endpoints of the curve, Which may be 
taken to be a straight line segment. In another embodiment, 
four points may map to a given curve, Which may be taken 
to be a BeZier curve. In this case, tWo of the points are 
endpoints of the curve, and the other tWo points are the 
remaining tWo control vertices for the particular BeZier 
curve. In addition, except for exceptional instances, an 
endpoint maps to at least tWo curves. Either of these 
speci?cations of the design topology de?nes hoW the curves 
are connected one to another by specifying the points that 
are common betWeen tWo or more curves. Further speci? 

cations of the design topology may instead employ NURBS, 
or polygons, and so on. Designs used as exemplars for the 
same design space use the same topology, and this enables 
designs to be placed in substantially one-to-one correspon 
dence, previously discussed in reference to the catalog 
shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0065] As an aside to illustrate the correspondence, FIG. 
6 shoWs partially detailed outlines of a coupe 450 and a truck 
452 that have features in correspondence. Corresponding 
curves in the coupe and truck outline may be different, but 
the correspondence provides that they may be represented 
by the same curves, Curve 1 through Curve k. For example 
the coupe 450 and truck 452 may be used as exemplars 
chosen from the catalog to create a model design space. 

[0066] It may also be part of the de?nition of a design 
topology that tWo curves meet at a common endpoint, i.e., no 
tWo curves cross at an interior point of either curve. Com 
pliance With this part of the de?nition of a design topology 
may be checked for compliance after coordinates have been 
provided for the points p1, p2, p3, . . . . 

[0067] Note that this de?nition of design topology is not 
limited to points and curves. As one example, this de?nition 
of design topology may be extended to include, for example, 
a ?nite set T of triangles t1, t2, t3, . . . With mappings betWeen 
P and T and betWeen C and T, consistent With one another 
and With the mapping betWeen P and C, so that three 
endpoints map to a given triangle, and three curves map to 
a given triangle. With this de?nition of design topology, the 
connectedness of the triangles used in, say, a triangulation of 
a vehicle body, may be speci?ed by the points that are 
common betWeen any tWo triangles, and the curves, or 
edges, that are common betWeen any tWo triangles. With this 
de?nition, 3D design exemplars may be used. It Will be 
appreciated that other modi?cations and extensions to the 
de?nition of design topology may be used. 

[0068] In the case Where a topology includes a set of 
triangles T, it may further be a part of the de?nition of the 
topology that tWo triangles intersect at a common endpoint 
or common edge, so that no tWo triangles cross in the interior 
of one or the other. As With the part of the de?nition of 
design topology discussed earlier that tWo curves meet at a 
common endpoint, this further part of the de?nition of the 
topology may be checked for compliance after coordinates 
have been provided for the points p1, p2, p3, . . . 
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[0069] It is to be noted that neither non-intersection 
requirement discussed above is a requirement or restriction 
on the design topology itself, but rather a stipulation of What 
it means for a design to conform to the topology. 

[0070] Returning noW to discussion of the method shoWn 
in the ?oWchart of FIG. 5, exemplars in the catalog have 
values assigned for points p1, p2, p3, . . .Apoint pi may have 
an ordered set of values—e.g., (xi,yi) for 2D, or (xi,yi, Zi) for 
3D. The set of points P With their ordered values comprise 
a feature vector x. For 2D design data, for example, x may 
have the form, x=(x1, yl, X2, y2, . . . Thus, an exemplar 
has a feature vector x, Whose elements appear in a canonical 
order prescribed by the topology. The number d of compo 
nents of x depends on the type of design data, e.g., 2D, 3D, 
and so on. It is also Within the scope of this discussion that 
x may contain numerical data other than coordinate values, 
e.g., engineering analysis data or consumer response data. 

[0071] A selection of exemplar designs from the catalog is 
chosen at 404. This selection may be made through a user 
interface, as discussed earlier in reference to FIGS. 1 and 2. 

[0072] Once a mix of designs has been chosen in step 404, 
the design space is de?ned at 406 Which is a module of the 
extraction module 460. Since designs in the mix substan 
tially conform to a particular design topology, a particular 
point de?ned in the topology has a value for its coordinates, 
for the designs in the mix. Thus, an element of P, e.g., p4, 
may be associated With a cluster or “cloud” of points, the 
points of the cloud coming from the particular values of p4 
for one of the exemplars in the mix. The collection of the 
clusters, roughly speaking, de?nes the design space. 

[0073] More precisely, the design space is de?ned by the 
statistics of the feature vectors x for the set of designs 
selected for the mix. This de?nition may be augmented by 
associating With the set of chosen designs a joint Gaussian 
probability distribution for the values of the coordinates of 
points of the design topology, i.e., a joint distribution for the 
feature vector components. This joint distribution is con 
structed from the set of selected designs so as to have the 
same values for the ?rst and second moments as Would be 
obtained from the statistics of the set of selected designs. 

[0074] It Will be appreciated that the use of a Gaussian 
distribution is not necessary; another probability distribution 
may be more appropriate in particular applications. In fact, 
it may be desirable to provide a choice of probability 
modeling functions through buttons or menu pick lists on the 
user interface. Preferably, a Gaussian distribution may be 
used as a default probability modeling function. HoWever, 
use of a Gaussian distribution in this discussion is not 
intended to limit this disclosure. The basic properties of the 
design space de?ned at 406 derive from the statistics of the 
feature vectors of the set of designs selected for the mix. 

[0075] In particular, these statistics provide for determin 
ing the average value for the coordinates of the points p1, p2 
p3, . . . , i.e., the average feature vector. This is shoWn in the 

?oWchart at 408. The set of average values for the feature 
vector x comprises the average design. This average design 
may be output; outputting of the design may include storage 
in memory or a more permanent storage medium, rendering 
to the display, and so on, at 410. Preferably the average 
design is at least rendered to the display. These statistics also 
provide for determining the covariances among the feature 
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vector components. The statistical model is also referred to 
herein as a morphable model. To illustrate steps 406, 408 
and 410, that are the pattern and relationship extraction 
module 460, refer to FIGS. 6 and 7 that shoW the data How 
from the vector parameters. By combining curves 1 on each 
vehicle, the average curve 1 results. When done for all the 
curves, the average vehicle results. Since the curves 1 
through curve k are substantially registered, the mean of the 
coupe 450 and the truck 452 curves may be derived, and then 
the covariance matrix may be determined. These algorithmic 
steps carried out by the system and apparatus are performed 
to form the mix of vehicles suitable for morphing, alteration 
or manipulation as described beloW. 

[0076] Again referring to FIG. 5, designer input is pro 
vided for in the step at 412. Here, a user may opt to save the 
design, as a completed design, as shoWn at 414. Auser may 
instead opt to add an additional exemplar design to the mix, 
or remove a selected design from the mix, as shoWn at 416. 
Either of these actions by the user at 416 generally causes a 
return to the design space de?nition step at 406. 

[0077] NoW that a morphable model is generated, a user 
may opt at 412 to select a feature constraint, as shoWn at 418. 
Such a feature constraint may include a choice of a point of 
the design, or a choice of an engineering constraint, such as 
H-point or even aerodynamic drag (using a linear approxi 
mation to the drag coef?cient); or a choice of a styling 
constraint, such as Wheelbase. The constraint choice may be 
implemented With a matrix function H as discussed beloW. 
The choice of a point may generally be made through the use 
of a mouse or other pointing device, as knoWn in the art. In 
the example of morphing as shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 4 Where 
a point on the rear WindoW Was moved causing the entire 
vehicle to change, the point may have been selected from a 
list of morphable features. 

[0078] Feature constraints are functions of the model 
features, referenced as “H” in the mathematical detail later. 
For example, a Wheelbase length constraint could be de?ned 
as in the folloWing. A vehicle may be aligned With a 
coordinate axis—for example, the X axis—so that the dis 
tance betWeen tWo points along this axis is just the difference 
of their x-coordinates. Suppose the features of the model are 
kept in a column vector of numbers called ‘x’, that includes 
the points for the centers of the front and rear Wheels on the 
driver’s side. One of the roWs of the matrix H—say the ith 
—may be composed of all Zeros, except With a ‘1’ in the 
same position of the ith roW of H (for example H[i,j1]) that 
the x-coordinate of the center of the rear Wheel occupies in 
the feature vector 1]), and a ‘—1’ in the position of the ith 
roW of H (for example H[i,j2]) that the x-coordinate of the 
center of the front Wheel occupies in the feature vector 

The ith element of the product H*x evaluates to a 
result that in this example is the Wheelbase length. (The 
product H*x is called ‘Z’ in the mathematical detail later.) 

[0079] Different ‘H’ matrices or functions multiplied by 
the features ‘x’ compute different lengths, positions, or other 
quantities, on 1 or more features, by varying the numbers in 
H. Examples of H that are considered important to constrain 
the model may be de?ned in advance, and may be stored in 
a menu or list for selection (see FIG. 5, Box 418). 

[0080] The particular value of ‘Z’ for any particular func 
tion H (e.g. Wheelbase length) depends on the current value 
of the features in the model ‘x’. 
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[0081] If the designer noW Wishes to change the design so 
that the Wheelbase length is different than the current value 
of ‘Z’, he provides a neW value, for example ‘Z0’ through a 
slider, or other means, indicating that the constraint must be 
applied With the neW value (see FIG. 5, Box 420), and the 
Whole model updated in some consistent fashion as a result. 

[0082] This system uses a method to update the current 
design (see FIG. 5, Box 422) based on satisfying the given 
constraints on a feW features, and ?nding a solution (among 
many possible solutions) for values of all the rest of the 
features that additionally is “best” or “optimal” in some 
sense. To do that, it uses the statistics of the examples used 
to form the model space. The current design is represented 
both by the values of the features in ‘x’, and also the 
covariance matrix of the features—Which describes Which 
features vary together, and by hoW much, in the example set. 
We can de?ne one kind of “optimal” solution as one that 
minimiZes the covariance of the features, after satisfying the 
constraints. This is the “optimal estimation” procedure 
described beloW. It is mentioned that if a deterministic 
(non-statistical) interpretation is desired, the optimal esti 
mation described is then equivalent to minimiZing the sum 
of Weighted, squared deviation errors betWeen the solution 
feature set, and the examples. The solution (from among 
many) that has the minimum total error in that case is the 
chosen solution. 

[0083] The constraint functions do not need to be linear 
functions. They may also be non-linear—referenced as ‘h( )’ 
in the mathematical detail beloW. In that case the “optimal” 
solution, or the solution that has minimum total error is not 
guaranteed to be optimal or minimum over the entire design 
space, but only in the neighborhood of the current design 
values. 

[0084] Once the feature for manipulation is selected the 
next step in the ?oWchart of FIG. 5 takes place. At step 420, 
the design tool alloWs the feature constraint to be applied. 
Accordingly, if the selected feature constraint is the rear 
WindoW point, it may be moved or dragged to a neW position 
on the screen. 

[0085] Selectable feature constraints may be provided in a 
drop doWn menu, having a pick list for, e.g., H-point or 
Wheelbase or any other suitable user interface. The step at 
420 in FIG. 5 may also encompass, for example, selection 
from a library, inputting a value, or adding a neW de?nition. 
The selectable feature may also be adjustable in value by the 
user using, for example, a slider or drop doWn menu or any 
other suitable user interface. 

[0086] The update step is shoWn in the ?oWchart of FIG. 
5 at 422. Typically other points of the design, besides the 
selected point, are moved as a result of the update step, due 
to correlations among geometric features in the design 
statistics. As part of the update step, the resultant design may 
be rendered to the display. At this point, a user may opt to 
save the design, as a completed design, as shoWn at 424. The 
neW design has a neW associated feature vector. 

[0087] If the selected point has been moved outside the 
extent of the usable design space, the user may see inter 
section of one or more curves or triangles at an interior point 
of one of the curves or triangles, signaling nonconformance 
to the design topology, and breakdown of the morphable 
model. This caricaturing phenomenon provides feedback to 
the user on the usability of the current design. 
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[0088] A user may choose to pick a neW point or feature 
constraint, returning again to 418. Note that the “new” point 
or feature constraint chosen in this step may, if the user 
Wishes, be the same point or feature constraint as one chosen 
earlier during the design session. Once again, in the case of 
a selected point, for example, the user may execute the step 
of dragging the selected point to a neW position as rendered 
on the display, With morphing of the design to a neW design 
taking place. 

[0089] Another option, among many other possible 
options such as those described and contemplated herein, is 
for the user after the update step to add an additional design 
to the mix, or remove a selected design from the mix, as 
shoWn at 416. As previously discussed, either of these 
actions by the user at 416 generally causes a return to the 
design space de?nition step at 406. 

[0090] The current design as shoWn on a display screen 
108 or stored in a different step includes the chosen design 
that may be the optimal design. An optimal design includes 
the design that better or best meets given constraints and/or 
criteria. FIG. 5 shoWs a high level system diagram further 
illustrating the cooperation of object shape design modules 
including an optimal estimate update module 422. 

[0091] The input 102 is receptive of a catalog module 118 
of plural object designs selected from datastore 116. Pattern 
extraction module 460 extracts patterns and relationships 
from the plural vehicle designs to develop a general statis 
tical model 408 of a vehicle based on previous designs in the 
datastore 116. Put differently, the extraction module is 
adapted to extract patterns and relationships from the pre 
de?ned vehicle models to form a statistical vehicle model 
providing plural, selectable vehicle shapes. Moreover, the 
extraction module is adapted to extract patterns from 
vehicles Whose parameters, for example, might be points, 
lines and curves. The vehicle model input 102 is receptive of 
a set of prede?ned vehicle models 118 that are selected 
based on a predetermination of a market segment for a neW 
design. 

[0092] As described above, the general statistical model 
provides a variety of selectable shapes de?ned in terms of 
combinatorial relationships betWeen parameters. These rela 
tionships are Well-de?ned Within the bounds of the extremes 
given by the input designs as shoWn in FIG. 2. A modeling 
module is adapted to alloW a designer to manipulate the 
statistical model by applying designer selections received 
from designer input such as by a mouse, keyboard or 
touchscreen. The general statistical model provides an in? 
nite variety of derivable shapes that can be de?ned in terms 
of continuously variable parameters. 

[0093] The selected shape is stored in the datastore 116 
and is visually rendered to the designer via an active display. 
The designer evaluates the selected shape and may save the 
shape in datastore 116 as a neW vehicle concept. Multiple 
vehicle concepts may therefore be developed and employed 
in a vehicle design process. 

[0094] It Will be understood that extraction module 460 (or 
a collection of modules adapted to perform various func 
tions) is adapted to calculate means from correspondences 
betWeen parameters of the prede?ned vehicle models and to 
calculate a covariance based on the means. The extraction 
model is further adapted to perform dimensionality reduc 
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tion of the design space. Moreover, the extraction module is 
adapted to employ a principal component analysis, or 
method providing similar results, to perform the dimension 
ality reduction. Furthermore, the extraction module is 
adapted to extract patterns from a plurality of vehicle 
parameters represented in vector space, thereby generating 
the statistical model in a design vector space. 

[0095] Constraint module 467 may constrain the design by 
the limitations of the original set of example designs. On 
either side of the constraint module 467 are mapping mod 
ules 465 and 469. Mapping module 465 maps a high 
dimensional space into a loW dimensional space of principal 
components. Mapping module 469 maps a loW dimensional 
space of principal component to a high dimensional space. 
Auser vieWs on a display screen an image or representation 
of a geometric design of a high dimensional space. HoWever, 
the large amount of data is prohibitive in providing on 
screen editing of such an image for an average CPU. By 
editing, here it is meant constrained model editing and the 
calculations needed to perform it. That is, an average desk 
top computer does not have the computing poWer to quickly 
respond to high dimensional constrained editing input by the 
user. Here, the dimensions of the problem are reduced. 
Brie?y referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, depicted is a point that 
has been dragged by a user so that from FIG. 3 to FIG. 4, 
the Whole image is modi?ed as the point is moved. That is, 
in FIGS. 3 and 4, it is shoWn hoW a designer might drag a 
“hard point” on a vehicle rear WindoW While the vehicle 
continuously changes. In order for the point to move and the 
rest of the image to change accordingly, the high dimen 
sional space of the image is mapped to a loW dimensional 
space Where the morphing process occurs. The high dimen 
sional space may be displayed on a display screen for a 
vieWer to see While the loW dimensional space is transparent 
to the user. Once the morphing process has occurred in the 
loW dimensional space, the loW dimensional space is 
mapped to the high dimensional space. The speed at Which 
this mapping, morphing and mapping process occurs pro 
vides the appearance of a seamless editing or morphing 
process on the display screen. 

[0096] Constrained model editing provides the poWer to 
change the design globally, and consistently Within the 
model space, With only a feW interactions by the designer. As 
shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 4, the effects of editing are not local 
to the feature being edited. Constraint module 467 includes 
constraint feature module 420 and optimiZation (Which also 
may referred to as optimal estimation and update) module 
422. The constraint module is described in more detail 
beloW. 

[0097] Optimal estimation module 422 provides optimal 
estimation techniques to generate a design Within the sta 
tistical model that meets preferred designer speci?cations. 
The optimal estimate computation includes computing the 
hard points of the neW design shape given the constraints 
de?ned in the constraint feature module 420. If the Wheel 
centers are features of the design, a matrix H can calculate 
the difference of those features along the vehicle length axis, 
and a vector Z, as detailed beloW, can be designated by the 
designer as a desired Wheelbase dimension, perhaps by 
entering it numerically. 

[0098] As explained in detail beloW, Z may be assumed to 
have a probability distribution characteriZed by additive 
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noise v With covariance R. The magnitude of the covariance 
(R) for v compared to the magnitude of the system covari 
ance used by H determines hoW precisely the neW value is 
adopted. In the case of moving a point, the designer may 
Want to specify the location exactly (RQO). HoWever, it is 
possible to let the design “pull back” and settle into a state 
that is in?uenced less strongly by the manipulation (in that 
case R is larger, alloWing the dragged point position, for 
example, some variability in subsequent steps). When a 
range of values is permissible, eg a range of Wheelbases, 
increasing the value of R alloWs the design to ?nd an 
optimum balance of this and other constraints. This relative 
Weighting is also a designer-speci?ed value, perhaps 
through a slider. 

[0099] Turning noW to a more detailed discussion of the 
three steps 418, 420, and the update step at 422 included in 
the constraint module 467 of FIGS. 5, and 418a, 420a and 
422a of FIG. 8, the mathematics described beloW alloWs the 
very large amount of data to be reduced for computations 
and then be expanded for display and further manipulation. 
Accordingly, data in a high dimensional space is mapped to 
a loW dimensional space and then mapped back to the high 
dimensional space once the user’s manipulation of the 
design on a display has been processed. In this Way, a user 
is able to Watch morphing occur as the selectable features are 
processed. 
[0100] The abstraction of the design process—in terms of 
the mathematical model—may be given by the folloWing 
steps: (1) specify the model space for the neW creation, 
Which Was discussed above; (2) revieW the current shape, or 
read out geometric values (eg dimensions); (3) apply 
constraints to parts of the geometric shape, reducing free 
dom in the design space; and (4) add innovation, adding 
freedom back into the design space. 

[0101] In the ?rst step, exemplars are chosen to populate 
the object space With the right character. This is like the 
pre-determination of a market segment for a neW design, 
resulting in a population of past, present, and concept 
vehicles as context for the designer. The choice of exemplars 
for the object space is part of the creative process. The 
discussion beloW shoWs hoW the exemplars are processed to 
produce a usable loW dimensional space (With a compressed 
representation characteriZed by u and A, to be de?ned and 
discussed beloW). 

[0102] The remaining steps are used iteratively, although 
at any moment one Will apply. Step 2, revieW the current 
shape, or read out geometric values (eg dimensions), Was 
discussed With reference to the step for providing the 
average output 410 in FIG. 5. In these cases, it is preferable 
to maintain the loW dimensional space—so computations 
can be performed quickly—yet provide the mapping to the 
original feature space that is meaningful to the designer. 

[0103] To draW the current shape, or to query the model, 
mapping to the original feature space is performed. For 
example, the points at the center of the Wheels may be 
de?ned in the original feature vector (x), so Wheelbase can 
be de?ned as the distance betWeen the points. HoWever, the 
same points may not appear in the compressed representa 
tion (u), although they can be reproduced from it. The 
Wheelbase calculation is automatically rede?ned to use u. 

[0104] An example of a constraint is the speci?cation that 
Wheelbase be changed to a particular value. The constraint 
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uses the same mapping as the query function. Another 
example is the speci?cation of the position of a particular 
model point (during shape editing). In either case, the rest of 
the shape preferably Will assume some plausible values 
based on the speci?cation. 

[0105] Finally, it may be the case that the designer Wants 
to isolate part of the design for change, Without globally 
affecting the rest of the design. In that case, the features 
being manipulated Would preferably have their statistical 
correlations to the rest of the model Weakened so the impact 
on the rest of the design is removed or lessened to a chosen 
degree. 

[0106] A model space (x, Q) for a design Will be de?ned 
as a topology Q, and an associated Gaussian-distributed 
vector-valued random variable x With given means and 
covariance matrix E 

[0108] Estimates of the parameters U and E Will be Written 
x and CX, respectively. In the folloWing, the estimates x and 
CX Will be substituted for U and E, in general and Where 
appropriate. 

[0109] In general, the covariance matrix CX may be ill 
conditioned. A singular value decomposition (SVD) is 
applied to obtain the principal components characteriZing 
the mix of designs. The reduction to principal components 
alloWs the design space to be explored in a generally stable, 
computationally economical Way. 

[0110] Within Q a particular model—xl, for example— 
may be de?ned by a vector of d model features in a canonical 
order, so that the same features are present in corresponding 
order in the models, as discussed previously. Geometric 
shape differences among models in Q are encoded in the 
feature vector values. For example, the topology might be a 
mesh, and the features Would be 3D points at the mesh 
vertices With different values for different shapes. The 
mathematics herein discussed is indifferent to the contents of 
the feature vector, and other embodiments may include other 
properties such as appearance information, engineering 
properties, consumer scores, and other criteria. The common 
factor is that features may be functionally or statistically 
related to the geometric shape. 

[0111] If a probabilistic interpretation is not Warranted or 
desired, the same mathematics can be developed from 
recursive, Weighted least-squares solutions to the problem. 
The “Weights” may be chosen to be the inverse of the 
“covariances” calculated in the folloWing. 

[0112] The de?nition of the topology has been discussed 
above. The current state of the design is de?ned by the 
topology, and the current estimates of the shape vector and 
shape covariance matrix, x and CK. These estimates are made 
using the statistics of the feature vectors of the selected 
exemplars. The siZe d of the shape vector x can be very 
great, and the siZe of matrix CX is thus the square of that 
dimension—often large for computational purposes, espe 
cially When intended for use in an interactive design tool. 
The matrix CX represents the variability of geometric shape 
features Within the set of selected exemplars, and the inter 
variability among features. Fortunately, if the exemplars in 
the design space are cars, the shape features have much more 
consistently de?ned relationships than if the space also 














