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(57) ABSTRACT 

A light bulb (10) includes a translucent housing (12) and a 
base (24). The housing (12) includes a plurality of LEDs 
(14a, 14b, 14c, and 15) positioned so as to emit light through 
the housing (12). The base (24) is con?gured to mate With 
a light socket. The base (24) also includes a compartment 
(23) for receiving and securing a replaceable active ingre 
dient cartridge (22), and an active ingredient dispenser (20) 
for emitting an active ingredient from the cartridge (22) 
When the cartridge (22) is secured in the compartment (23). 
A ?uorescent light source (30) may also be provided in the 
housing (12) as a source of illumination. 
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LED LIGHT BULB WITH ACTIVE INGREDIENT 
EMISSION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] Creating a pleasant ambience is a popular aspect of 
home decor. This is often achieved through pleasant fra 
grances and proper lighting. Conventional products such as 
scented candles, mood lighting devices, fragrance dispens 
ers, and the like, are commonly used to create a pleasant 
environment in the home. While those conventional prod 
ucts help to create a pleasant living environment and ambi 
ance, they have their draWbacks. 

[0002] For example, scented candles create soft light and 
fragrance, Which creates a pleasant mood. HoWever, candles 
are a potential ?re haZard and often produce unWanted 
smoke and Wax drippings. 

[0003] Traditional light ?xtures and lamps do not provide 
color effects or fragrances users often desire. Other than 
existing lamps, stand-alone aesthetic devices are available 
for providing desired lighting effects (such as color changing 
and the like). HoWever, such devices take up space around 
the home, and could add to the clutter that many are trying 
to avoid. Also, because such stand-alone devices are typi 
cally placed in highly visible locations, they need to be 
aesthetically designed to suit the personal tastes of different 
categories of buyers, requiring additional design costs. 

[0004] Conventional fragrance dispensers, such as plug-in 
diffusers, can provide pleasing aromas in a relatively inex 
pensive, compact package. HoWever, such conventional 
fragrance dispensers generally take up outlets and are often 
located out of sight, causing a user to forget to adjust or re?ll 
the device. While these fragrance dispensers may also 
provide light, because the devices are used in existing 
electrical outlets, they are generally positioned too loW to 
provide effective lighting features, other than to operate as 
a nightlight. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] In vieW of the draWbacks of the lighting and 
fragrance devices currently on the market, We have invented 
a device Which provides the desired lighting and fragrance 
effects (or emission of other active ingredients, other than 
fragrance), Without adding clutter to a room, requiring the 
purchase of neW ?xtures, taking up additional electrical 
outlets, requiring aesthetically pleasing designs for the unit 
itself, or presenting the ?re haZards associated With open 
?ames. More speci?cally, our invention is directed to a light 
bulb that is con?gured to mate With a light socket (e.g., 
conventional incandescent, halogen or ?uorescent light 
sockets), and provides the desired ambient effects related to 
lighting and fragrance. 

[0006] In one aspect, a light bulb according to our inven 
tion includes a translucent housing, a plurality of LEDs 
positioned Within the housing so as to emit light through the 
housing, a base con?gured to mate With a light socket, a 
compartment for receiving and securing a replaceable active 
ingredient cartridge, and a dispenser for emitting the active 
ingredient from the cartridge When secured in the compart 
ment. 

[0007] In another aspect, a light bulb according to our 
invention includes a base con?gured to mate With a light 
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socket for receiving the light bulb, a translucent housing 
coupled to the base, and a plurality of LEDs, including LEDs 
of at least tWo different colors, coupled to the base Within the 
housing. An active ingredient dispenser is supported by the 
base and dispenses an active ingredient from the light bulb 
When the active ingredient is provided therein. A control 
mechanism is provided, by Which the light bulb can be 
controlled by a user to change at least one of a color of light 
emitted from the housing by the plurality of LEDs, and an 
output rate of the active ingredient. 

[0008] A light bulb according to our invention may pro 
vide White light typically associated With a conventional 
light bulb, as Well as colored options, color-changing effects, 
and/or fragrance emission. In addition, all of these options 
may be provided in one simple replacement bulb that can be 
placed in existing lamps already found in one’s home. The 
light bulb may include a compact ?uorescent bulb in the 
housing for providing illumination/White light. Moreover, it 
is preferred that the colored lighting effects of our light bulb 
be provided by light emitting diodes (LEDs), Which last 
longer than conventional bulbs, are more energy efficient, 
and do not emit the high levels of heat associated With, for 
example, incandescent bulbs. With this reduction in heat, We 
have found it is possible to more effectively and ef?ciently 
deliver a fragrance (or other active ingredient), Without 
overheating or burning the same. Also, LEDs may be used 
to provide an additional or alternative source of White light. 

[0009] In preferred embodiments, the fragrance delivery 
aspect of our invention may be provided by scented oil or 
scented gels provided in cartridges Which may be replace 
ably secured in/to the bulb, to provide the desired fragrance 
emission. This alloWs a user to change betWeen different 
fragrances and/or replace empty cartridges, Without the need 
to change the entire bulb. In addition, our bulb can be made 
programmable so that a user may change the lighting options 
(i.e., change the brightness or color, or activate a color 
shoW), and/or the fragrance emission rate. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional vieW of a bulb according 
to our invention With a threaded, screW-in base. 

[0011] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional vieW of another bulb 
according to our invention With a threaded, screW-in base. 

[0012] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of functional units 
of a bulb according to our invention. 

[0013] FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of the control mecha 
nisms for a bulb according to our invention. 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a How chart of a program for operating 
a bulb according to our invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0015] FIG. 1 shoWs a screW-in bulb 10. While our 
invention can be embodied in bulbs that mate With any one 
of a number of lighting ?xtures (such as conventional 
?xtures for receiving incandescent, halogen, or ?uorescent 
bulbs), for exemplary purposes, the description provided 
herein refers to an Edison-style, screW-in light bulb that 
mates With a conventional incandescent light socket With a 
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threaded female receptacle. Of course, our invention may be 
embodied in any light bulb that mates With a light socket/ 
power source. 

[0016] Bulb 10 includes a translucent housing 12 mounted 
on a base 24. Connected to the bottom of base 24 is a 

threaded male, screW-in connector 28, Which is con?gured 
to mate With a threaded female socket of a conventional 
lamp or other lighting ?xture. When connector 28 is mated 
With such a socket, AC poWer is provided to bulb 10 from 
the lamp or lighting ?xture. 

[0017] The poWer is provided to an LED board (light 
array) 16, on Which LEDs 14a (red), 14b (green), 14c (blue), 
and 15 (White) are mounted. These LEDs may be operated 
in any one of a number of combinations to provide a speci?c 
color of light, color shoWs or patterns that are pleasing to a 
user. For example, the LEDs may be operated as described 
in International Publication No. WO2005/003625, Which is 
incorporated herein by reference. Housing 12 may act as a 
light diffuser, to cause a user to perceive the intended color, 
rather than the activation of distinct LEDs of different 
colors. Alternatively, a separate diffuser may be provided 
inside the housing 12. The diffuser operates to combine the 
lights from the different LEDs to form a single color, the 
perception of Which is dictated by the relative intensities of 
the individual colored LEDs. In other embodiments, no 
diffuser at all may be used, in order to alloW a user to 
simultaneously perceive multiple colors of the different 
LEDs. Also, When insect control is an issue, the lighting 
effects may be programmed to attract or repel insects, using 
conventionally knoWn lighting techniques for the same. 

[0018] Preferably, White LEDs 15 provide a primary 
source of illumination for the bulb 10. Alternatively (or in 
addition), the red, green, and blue LEDs 14a-14c may be 
con?gured to, in combination, produce White light, When 
their respective Wavelengths are mixed by a diffuser or the 
like. A conventional light source, such as halogen or ?uo 
rescent light may also be used, in lieu of (or in addition to) 
the White and/or colored LEDs, as a primary light source. In 
the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, a compact ?uorescent 
bulb 30 is disposed coupled to the base 24 in the housing 12, 
and provides an additional source of illumination. Alterna 
tively, When the ?uorescent bulb 30 is used, the While LEDs 
15 may be omitted. 

[0019] PoWer is also preferably provided to fragrance 
dispenser 20, Which, in this embodiment, comprises a heater 
18. It should be noted, hoWever, that any one of a number of 
fragrance dispensers may be used. For exemplary purposes, 
We discuss our invention With respect to heat-assisted evapo 
ration devices in Which heat is applied to increase the 
evaporation rate of a fragrance oil, gel, or the like containing 
an active ingredient. In other embodiments, fan-assisted 
evaporation devices, pieZo-electrically actuated atomiZation 
devices, and/or unassisted fragrance dispensers may be 
substituted. Unassisted fragrance dispensers may simply 
include venting mechanisms that expose the fragrance to the 
ambient environment, or other such designs that enhance/ 
provide convective air?oW across a fragrance delivery 
medium. Of course, if unassisted fragrance dispensers are 
used, poWer need not be provided to the fragrance dispenser. 
These alternative devices are knoWn in the art, and Will not 
be described in detail herein. Also, other than a fragrance, 
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other active ingredients may be used, such as air sanitiZers 
and insect control substances (e.g., an insecticide or insect 

attractant). 
[0020] Preferably, heater 18 includes a metal oxide resis 
tor or Wire Wound resistor potted in a ceramic block. Of 
course, other heating devices may be used for the heater 18, 
such as a PTC (Positive Temperature Coefficient) heater, a 
coil resistance heater, printed circuitry, an etched foil heating 
device, or the like. When in use, heater 18 generates heat for 
heating the active ingredient of liquid or gel formulations 
stored in a fragrance cartridge 22. Such arrangements of 
heat-assisted evaporation devices are knoWn in the art, and 
Will not be described in detail herein. In general, hoWever, 
cartridge 22 contains a formulation/active ingredient Whose 
evaporation rate increases With the application of heat, thus 
alloWing the evaporation rate (and consequently, the 
potency) to be controlled as the heat is varied. 

[0021] Preferably, a compartment 23 is provided to 
receive the fragrance cartridge 22, Which is replaceable in 
this embodiment. Any one of a number of knoWn mounting 
mechanisms may be used to removably secure the cartridge 
22 in the compartment 23, but preferably, the cartridge slides 
into compartment 23, so as to become Wedged therein, or 
snaps into place using a system of mating protrusions and 
recesses. This alloWs the user to easily remove and replace 
spent cartridges, such as reservoirs containing fragrance oils, 
With the oils being communicated from the reservoir to the 
ambient environment With or Without a porous Wick, or gel 
cartridges Which, When mounted, expose a gel impregnated 
With fragrance to the ambient environment. 

[0022] SWitch 26 is provided on base 24, to alloW a user 
to control the operation of bulb 10. Although a sWitch is 
shoWn herein for exemplary purposes, any one of a number 
of user interfaces may be used so that the user may adjust the 
setting of the bulb 10. Such adjustments can include chang 
ing the color of the light emitted from the LEDs 14a-14c and 
15, adjusting the brightness of the LEDs, sWitching betWeen 
White light, colored light, and off settings, adjusting the 
evaporation rate of the fragrance (e.g., by adjusting the heat 
level, When a heat assisted device is used), and/or setting 
predetermined programs for light shoWs or fragrance emis 
sion changes that may be stored in a memory and operated 
by a processor (as discussed in more detail beloW). In 
preferred embodiments, the user interface is a button or 
sWitch that may be toggled to change the operation of the 
bulb 10 betWeen different predetermined settings. In other 
embodiments, more than one button or sWitch may be 
provided to provide enhanced control by the user. For 
example, some suitable user interfaces are described in 
International Publication No. WO2005/003625. 

[0023] FIG. 2 shoWs another embodiment of our inven 
tion in Which the arrangement of the compartment 23 and 
heater 18 is altered. The remaining features are the same as 
those shoWn in FIG. 1, and a description thereof Will not be 
repeated. 

[0024] FIG. 3 shoWs a diagrammatic representation of 
functional units of a preferred bulb 10. Microcontroller 99 is 
a programmable controller that produces output signals to 
control the emission of light from the LEDs of light array 16, 
and the amount of fragrance emitted from fragrance dis 
penser 20. Alternatively, one or more of the control features 
may be mechanically set by a user, Without the assistance of 
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a microprocessor. Such basic controls Would be readily 
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art. Preferably, 
hoWever, microcontroller 99 produces and outputs the sig 
nals to operate these devices according to one or more 
programs stored in the memory 98. The signals may be in the 
form of voltages, coded pulses, or other signals, Which 
control the operation of the components. The programs may 
be preset in the memory 98 and then selected and activated 
by a user through a user interface (e.g., sWitch 26). Alter 
natively, sWitch 26 may set the lighting condition Without 
reference to a stored program. Operation of microcontroller 
99 can also be activated to produce a presentation according 
to a signal from sensor S. Sensor S may include, for 
example, a motion sensor, a sound sensor, a timing sensor, 
an infrared sensor, a poWer source-monitoring sensor, or the 
like. If a poWer source-monitoring sensor is used, the 
microcontroller 99 may be con?gured to activate and/or 
change the presentation of light and/or fragrance When a 
poWer sWitch of a light socket or lamp in Which the bulb is 
received is toggled (e.g., one toggle activates the ?uorescent 
light source 30, tWo toggles in succession activates the LED 
array, etc.). Bulb 10 may also include a timing mechanism 
T. The timing mechanism T may be an oscillator, crystal, 
conventional clock, etc. The timing mechanism T may 
control the operation of microcontroller 99 in accordance 
With the program from the memory 98. In addition, the 
timing mechanism T may be used to control the length of a 
presentation of light, and/or aroma set by a program in 
memory 98, as programmed by a user. 

[0025] Control Mechanisms 
[0026] As discussed above, the components for emitting 
light and fragrance may be con?gured to Work in coordina 
tion With each other in any one of a number of Ways. 
Provided beloW are preferred embodiments for con?guring 
and controlling our invention to emit light and fragrance. 
These are, hoWever, only preferred embodiments, and 
numerous other con?gurations are possible. 

[0027] FIG. 4 shoWs a circuit diagram for one control 
arrangement for operating bulb 10 that produces a coordi 
nated/combined presentation of light and fragrance. A 
microcontroller (or ASIC) 400 controls the operation of the 
bulb 10. PoWer is supplied to the system 499 through a lamp 
(AC poWer source 660). A voltage conversion device 610 
converts the AC voltage from the AC poWer source 660 to 
a DC voltage. A microprocessor 400 receives poWer from 
voltage conversion device 610 and controls the operation of 
system 499 using the received poWer. 
[0028] Microcontroller 400 includes a control logic 440 
that provides the operational instructions to the various 
elements of the bulb 10 in accordance With input signals or 
internal programs. The control logic 440 converts received 
signals or runs internal softWare routines to set the operation 
of the array of LEDs 14a-c and/or the fragrance control 
system 650 (e.g., fragrance dispenser 20), With a resistor R1 
acting as the heater. 

[0029] The control logic 440 sends a signal for controlling 
the operation of the array of LEDs to LED control block 410. 
When using pulse Width modulation to drive and control the 
LED array, the LED control block 410 sets the duty cycles 
for the LEDs based on the instruction from the control logic 
440. 

[0030] Supply lines 412a-412c supply voltage across 
resistors 414a-414c, from poWer supply 404. Preferably, the 
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voltage supplied across resistors 414a-414c is betWeen 
about 3.5 and about 5.0 volts. Resistors 414a-414c in turn 
poWer a red LED 14a, a green LED 14b, and a blue LED 
14c, respectively. Field effect transistors (FETs) 418a-418c 
are turned on and off in accordance With the respective duty 
cycles generated by the LED control block 410. Operation 
of the FETs 418a-418c control the LEDs 14a-14c to be 
activated for the portions of the duty cycle set by the LED 
control block 410. Thus, the intensity and color of the light 
emitted from the LEDs 14a-14c can be varied to produce the 
desired effects. Typically, pulse Width modulation is used to 
control a constant current to be applied to a given diode for 
a set period of one duty cycle, thus controlling the total 
current applied to the LED over the full duty cycle. Thus, the 
diode ?ickers on for the set portion of each duty cycle, and 
off for the remainder of the duty cycle. Of course, this on and 
off operation is so fast (a typical duty cycle is in the range 
of a feW milliseconds) that the intensity of the diode appears 
constant to an observer (With no discernable ?icker), until 
the set period of activation over the duty cycle is changed. 

[0031] The intensity and exact color of the light emitted 
from the housing of the bulb 10 may be varied by changing 
the current applied to each diode. The different combinations 
of LED operations Will alter the perceived color When the 
light from the LEDs is diffused to form one perceived color. 

[0032] While three LEDs are shoWn With respect to this 
embodiment, any number of LEDs may be used. In addition, 
the choice of Which color LEDs to provide may be dictated 
by design preferences. 

[0033] When three colors of LEDs are used, typically, 
mixtures of red, green, and blue LEDs are preferred. Gen 
erally, one of each color LED Will be provided in close 
proximity to one of each other color. With such an arrange 
ment, the exact color of each diode of the set of three 
different colors can be adjusted to create a blended color, for 
example, amber or purple. This blending can be achieved by 
providing the three diodes in such close proximity that the 
observer only sees the blend of colored lights, rather than 
each individual diode. Alternatively, or in addition, a diffuser 
may be provided to diffuse the light of the three diodes to 
produce the combined color. In other embodiments, the 
lights may be projected off of a surface to be combined 
before being vieWed by an observer. When the LEDs are not 
placed close to each other, or there is not sufficient diffusion, 
multiple colors may be perceived in the bulb 10. This is a 
matter of design preference. 

[0034] LEDs of a Wide array of colors are readily available 
from lighting manufactures. Also, the arrangement and 
operation of LEDs to achieve a desired presentation Would 
be apparent to one of ordinary skill. 

[0035] White LEDs 15 and/or ?uorescent bulb 30 may 
also be connected to control block 410, or may be controlled 
through separate means, inasmuch as the White LED(s) (or 
other conventional White light source) is typically either on 
or off and is not necessarily subject to the same range of 
control (unless dimmers or the like are used). Such modi 
?cations, hoWever, Would be readily understood by one of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

[0036] The microprocessor 400 may also send a control 
signal to fragrance control 650, as shoWn in FIG. 4. In this 
embodiment, the fragrance dispenser being controlled is an 
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evaporative-type dispenser. A resistor R1 is heated by a 
current passing across the resistor R1. Typically, the resistor 
R1 is placed adjacent to an area at Which a fragrance 
containing gel or oil is eXposed to air and the heat from the 
resistor R1 causes the fragrance to be vaporiZed. A sWitch 
SCR1 varies the current passing across the resistor R1, thus 
varying the heat produced by resistor R1 and the rate of 
vaporiZation of the fragrance. In alternative embodiments, 
the resistor R1 may be replaced and/or supplemented by a 
fan Which is controlled by sWitch SCR1, or an atomiZation 
device. Also, sWitch SCR1 may be replaced by an PET in 
other embodiments. Further, the fragrance dispenser may 
also be mechanically adjusted by a user, rather than through 
a microprocessor. 

[0037] Microprocessor 400 may also control a use-up cue 
420. The use-up cue 420 tracks the use of fragrance control 
to estimate the time at Which the fragrance in the fragrance 
dispenser is likely to be used up. When the use-up cue 420 
determines that fragrance has been spent, it sends a signal to 
LED control block 410 to cause the LEDs to illuminate in a 
pattern, color, or other manner to indicate to a user that it is 
time to re?ll or replace a fragrance in the fragrance dis 
penser. 

[0038] The control logic 440 may be programmed/con 
trolled in any number of Ways. In one embodiment, an RF 
transceiver 448 receives an external signal, through an 
antenna 449, from a remote control. That signal is transmit 
ted from the RF transceiver 448 to control logic 440 to set 
the presentation of light through the LED control block 410 
and the fragrance control 650. Also, the operation of the 
control logic may be set by an internal program. 

[0039] Alternatively, a user may manually set the fra 
grance output and light shoW. In this case, a program select 
sWitch 26 may be operated by a user to set a light shoW 
program for the LEDs 14a-14c. In this embodiment, sWitch 
27 is also provided to control a fragrance level to be 
dispensed. Of course, additional buttons or sWitches may be 
provided, depending on the level of the control and pro 
grammability desired. In particular, a sWitch can be provided 
to control Whether manual or automatic operation/program 
ming is desired. 

[0040] FIG. 5 shoWs one program for operating the con 
trol system shoWn in FIG. 4. One of ordinary skill in the art 
Will appreciate that a Wide variety of other programs may 
also be implemented to produce the desired control over the 
presentation of coordinated light and aroma. 

[0041] The program starts operation of the device at step 
S1. At step S2, it is determined Whether operation of the 
microntroller 400 is to be set manually by a user or auto 
matically With a particular program. If manual operation is 
selected, the program proceeds to step S3. In step S3, the 
setting of the sWitch 27 is checked to set the level for 
operating the heater 18. For instance, in a ?rst sWitch setting, 
the heater 18 is operated at a ?rst temperature, While other 
temperatures may be set by other settings. In step S4, the 
operation of the sWitch 26 is checked. The system is set such 
that different preprogrammed light shoWs are selected 
depending on hoW many times a user toggles the sWitch 26. 
Step S5 sets the light shoW from among an off setting, a 
variant light shoW, a strobe setting, emission of red light, 
emission of purple light, emission of blue light, emission of 
amber light, and emission of White light, depending on the 
toggling of sWitch 26. 
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[0042] If the automatic mode is set in step S2, the program 
proceeds to step S6, in Which a default setting is provided for 
operation. This automatic setting may be set by information 
from a program set in the memory, a sensor reading, a 
remote control, the poWer supply (e.g., by toggling a light 
sWitch controlling the lamp in Which the bulb 10 is posi 
tioned), or the like. 

[0043] These ?gures shoW only possible arrangements for 
con?guring and controlling a device according to our inven 
tion. Many different embodiments may be constructed With 
out departing from the spirit and scope of our invention. It 
should be understood that our invention is not limited to the 
speci?c embodiments described in this speci?cation. To the 
contrary, our invention is intended to cover various modi 
?cations and equivalent arrangements included Within the 
spirit and scope of our invention as de?ned by the claims. 
The scope of the claims is to be accorded the broadest 
interpretation so as to encompass all such modi?cations, 
equivalent structures and functions. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0044] This invention makes it possible to achieve an 
overall desired effect by providing mood lighting and active 
ingredient emission, from a light bulb. 

We claim: 
1. A light bulb comprising: 

a translucent housing; 

a plurality of LEDs positioned Within the housing so as to 
emit light through the housing; 

a base con?gured to mate With a light socket for receiving 
the light bulb, With the housing and LEDs being 
mounted on the base; 

an active ingredient dispenser supported by the base, the 
active ingredient dispenser having a compartment for 
receiving and securing a replaceable active ingredient 
cartridge, the active ingredient dispenser being capable 
of emitting an active ingredient from the cartridge 
When the cartridge is secured in the compartment. 

2. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the 
plurality of LEDs include different color LEDs. 

3. The light bulb according to claim 2, further comprising 
a controller for altering the color of light emitted thorugh the 
housing by the plurality of LEDs. 

4. The light bulb according to claim 2, further comprising 
a microprocessor for controlling the plurality of LEDs to 
emit light of different colors based on a user’s input. 

5. The light bulb according to claim 4, further comprising 
a memory for storing programs for operating the micropro 
cessor to produce different predetermined lighting effects. 

6. The light bulb according to claim 5, Wherein at least 
one of the lighting effects includes automatically changing 
the color of light emitted from the housing over time. 

7. The light bulb according to claim 5, further comprising 
an interface, Which the user operates to change betWeen the 
different programs stored in the memory. 

8. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the 
compartment is con?gured to receive a cartridge in Which 
the active ingredient is impregnated in a gel. 

9. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the 
compartment is con?gured to receive a cartridge formed as 
a reservoir holding an oil containing the active ingredient. 
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10. The light bulb according to claim 1, wherein the 
dispenser is a heater that heats the active ingredient to 
facilitate evaporation of the active ingredient. 

11. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the 
dispenser comprises a plurality of vents Which facilitate 
air?oW across the cartridge When the cartridge is mounted 
therein. 

12. The light bulb according to claim 2, Wherein the 
housing comprises a light diffuser. 

13. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the base 
has a threaded connector for mating With a threaded light 
socket. 

14. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the base 
is con?gured to mate With a light socket for receiving one of 
an incandescent, a halogen, or a ?uorescent light bulb. 

15. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the active 
ingredient in the active ingredient cartridge is a fragrance. 

16. The light bulb according to claim 1, Wherein the active 
ingredient in the active ingredient cartridge is selected from 
the group consisting of a sanitiZer, an insecticide, and an 
insect repellant. 

17. The light bulb according to claim 1, further compris 
ing a ?uorescent light source positioned in the translucent 
housing. 

18. A light bulb comprising: 

a base con?gured to mate With a light socket for receiving 
the light bulb; 
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a translucent housing coupled to the base; 

a plurality of LEDs, including LEDs of at least tWo 
different colors, coupled to the base Within the housing; 

an active ingredient dispenser supported by the base that 
dispenses an active ingredient from the light bulb When 
the active ingredient is provided therein; and 

a control mechanism, by Which the light bulb can be 
controlled by a user to change at least one of a color of 

light emitted from the housing by the plurality of LEDs, 
and an output rate of the active ingredient. 

19. Alight bulb according to claim 18, further comprising 
a ?uorescent light source coupled to the base Within the 
housing. 

20. Alight bulb according to claim 19, further comprising: 

a control mechanism having a ?rst setting that controls the 
?uorescent light source to produce substantially White 
light, and a second setting that controls the plurality of 
LEDs to produce colored light; and 

a user interface, by Which a user can cause the control 
mechanism to sWitch betWeen the ?rst setting and the 
second setting. 


