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(57) ABSTRACT 

Presence information for a user is stored and made acces 
sible using a conventional client server or peer to peer 
Presence model. The identity of any entity that requests or 
accesses this Presence information is hoWever logged and 
then automatically provided to a Wireless information device 
operated by the user. This enables the device to display the 
identity of the entity that requested or accessed the Presence 
information and hence (a) can prompt a user to contact the 
entity that sought his Presence information and (b) inhibits 
inappropriate accessing of Presence information. 
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METHOD OF PROVIDING ACCESS TO 
PRESENCE RELATED INFORMATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] This invention relates to a method of providing 
access to presence information. ‘Presence’ information 
refers to private user data Which gives information and hints 
about a user’s current state, including location, availability 
and mood. The term ‘Wireless information device’ used in 
this patent speci?cation should be eXpansively construed to 
cover any kind of device With one or tWo Way communica 
tions capabilities and includes Without limitation radio tele 
phones, smart phones, communicators, personal computers, 
computers and application speci?c devices. It includes 
devices able to communicate in any manner over any kind 
of netWork, such as GSM or UMTS mobile radio, Blue 
toothTM, Internet etc. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] Current generation Wired and Wireless telephones 
can indicate to a caller the status of a call recipient in only 
crude and potentially ambiguous terms: for eXample, When 
a caller makes a voice call, he or she might receive one of 
?ve different responses: (a) the desired call recipient 
ansWers; (b) there is no ansWer; (c) there is an engaged tone; 
(d) the call gets put through to a pre-recorded voice mail 
message or (e) the call gets diverted to someone else. If the 
intended call recipient does not actually ansWer the call, then 
the caller has no idea Why the call Was not ansWered: for 
eXample, is the intended recipient in fact there but too busy 
to ansWer? Could a different number have been dialled to 
connect successfully? 

[0005] Conventional so-called ‘Presence’ systems are the 
subject of considerable interest at present and partly solve 
the above problems. The intent of Presence systems is to 
shoW the status of the prospective call recipient to a calling 
party ahead of the caller making the call—for eXample, 
giving information about Whether the intended call recipient 
is busy, in a meeting, contactable on a mobile phone or land 
line, giving hints about the Way the call recipient Would 
prefer to be contacted (voice, SMS etc). Reference may be 
made to RFC 2778 ‘A Model for Presence and Instant 
Messaging’ February 2000, The Internet Society. 

[0006] Presence information Will typically be stored on 
one or more servers controlled by a Wireless operator; 
people can post their Presence information onto these serv 
ers directly from their oWn Wireless information devices; 
some kinds of Presence information may also be determined 
automatically, such as the location of the device. Someone 
seeking Presence information relating to (or ‘oWned’) by 
another can access these servers. Peer to peer variants are 

also possible, With an individual storing his or her Presence 
information on his or her oWn Wireless information device, 
Which can give access to that information to other Wireless 
information device or servers that Wish to pull doWn this 
information. Various kinds of access control to different 
kinds of information can be provided, so that a user might 
give access to certain Presence information only to a de?ned 
group of friends or family; for eXample, location informa 
tion might be available only to persons the user has classi?ed 
as close friends, Whereas availability information might be 
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accessed by a broader group. Reference may be made to 
PCT/GB01/03784 ?led by the present applicant, Which 
describes a comprehensive Presence architecture and is 
incorporated by reference into this disclosure. Further ref 
erence may also be made to PCT/GB01/03804 again ?led by 
Symbian Limited, Which discloses an extensible database 
architecture suitable for the fast and ef?cient deployment of 
the present invention and is again incorporated by reference 
into this disclosure. 

[0007] Despite a user’s ability to limit access to his/her 
oWn Presence data to de?ned users and classes of users, one 
of the disadvantages of Presence systems is the perceived 
lack of control that the user has over his Presence informa 
tion. That lack of control is clearly greater Where a user has 
not implemented any of the conventional access control 
features described above, perhaps because doing so is seen 
as complicated, or has made some Presence information 
‘public’ and hence can be accessed by anyone (this might 
include basic availability information). 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

[0008] In a ?rst aspect of the present invention, there is a 
method of providing access to Presence information com 
prising the folloWing steps: 

[0009] (a) storing Presence information for a user and 
making that information accessible; 

[0010] (b) logging the identity of any entity that 
requests or accesses the Presence information; 

[0011] (c) automatically providing data to a Wireless 
information device operated by the user to enable 
that device to display the identity of the entity that 
requested or accessed the Presence information. 

[0012] There are tWo main advantages to a user: First, 
conventional systems provide no technical solution to the 
problem of alerting a user to the fact that an entity might be 
interested in contacting him or her; With the present inven 
tion, Where communication betWeen the entity and the user 
has not happened (perhaps due to adverse Presence infor 
mation—e.g. the user has stated that he is in a meeting—or 
poor netWork coverage) then the user can readily see that the 
entity Was at least considering communicating With him or 
her because the entity vieWed his or her Presence informa 
tion; the user can then contact the entity directly if he or she 
Wishes. Secondly, because a user is aWare of Whenever an 
entity accesses his Presence information, that tends to give 
the user a greater feeling of control over that information: it 
can only be accessed With his knoWledge. A related conse 
quence is that the inappropriate accessing of Presence infor 
mation is inhibited. 

[0013] Currently, mobile telephones display a ‘missed 
calls’ alert, giving a user a greater sense of being connected 
and also the practical option of returning those calls. The 
present invention proposes an equivalently useful neW func 
tionality, namely logging and displaying on the user’s Wire 
less information device the identity of anyone accessing the 
user’s Presence information. 

[0014] In a typical implementation of the present inven 
tion, Presence information is stored on server based data 
bases controlled by a Wireless netWork operator; those 
servers can be programmed to log all access requests to 
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Presence information (eg identity of person accessing the 
Presence information, the nature of Presence information 
accessed, the time/date of access) and to provide that infor 
mation to the relevant user’s Wireless information device by 
sending it. This may be on an automatic, immediate basis 
Whenever Presence information is requested; at regular 
intervals; at pre-de?ned times; or When polled/requested by 
the device. Appropriate user selectable menu options are 
displayed on the device to enable the user to select the 
appropriate approach. That device is then programmed to 
display the fact that Presence information has been 
requested or accessed and to give the user the option of 
vieWing the log. The server based databases may be pro 
grammed to automatically deny access to Presence infor 
mation from pre-de?ned categories of entities (e.g. black 
listed persons, entities not listed in the user’s contact list 
stored on the database; commercial organisations etc.), so 
that it is useful to be able to inform a user not only When 
Presence information has been accessed, but also When it has 
been requested and denied. 

[0015] A peer to peer approach is also possible: The 
Presence data is then not stored on a central database server 
and managed centrally by the database server oWner (e.g. 
netWork operator), but is distributed across Wireless infor 
mation devices such that the Presence information for any 
given user is stored on and managed by softWare on that 
user’s Wireless information device. The softWare Will act as 
the above-mentioned server softWare, meaning it Will handle 
Presence information requests from other users, it Will log 
Presence information requests, may be programmed or oth 
erWise con?gured by the user to deny/permit requests from 
given users, Will facilitate communication With the entity 
that has requested Presence information and Will provide 
directly to its oWn display data indicating that Presence 
information has been sought or accessed. 

[0016] The device can also give the user the option of 
communicating (e.g. voice, SMS message etc.) With the 
entity that has accessed the Presence information; by facili 
tating communication in this manner, it is more likely that 
users Will actually make the call and hence generate revenue 
for the operator. Similarly, the server may give the entity 
accessing Presence information the option of messaging the 
user or initiating a voice call once the Presence information 
has been returned. 

[0017] In a second aspect, there is a Wireless information 
device programmed to: 

[0018] (a) receive data de?ning the identity of any 
entity that has requested or accessed Presence infor 
mation relating to a user of the device; 

[0019] (b) display that identity together With an indi 
cation that Presence information has been sought or 
accessed. 

[0020] A third aspect of the invention covers computer 
softWare Which, When running on a Wireless information 
device, enables the device to: 

[0021] (a) receive data de?ning the identity of any 
entity that has requested or accessed Presence infor 
mation relating to the user of the device; 

[0022] (b) display that identity together With an indi 
cation that Presence information has been sought or 
accessed. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0023] The invention Will be described With reference to 
the folloWing Figures, in Which the log is referred to as a 
‘footprint’. 
[0024] FIG. 1: shoWs a mobile telephone With a display 
shoWing 2‘footprints’, or logs of entities Who have accessed 
the Presence information of the user controlling that tele 
phone; 
[0025] FIG. 2: shoWs the mobile telephone With a dialog 
giving the user the option of vieWing the ‘footprints’ or logs; 

[0026] 
[0027] FIG. 4: shoWs a high level schematic of an imple 
mentation for a peer to peer Presence system. 

FIG. 3: shoWs the actual ‘footprints’ or logs; 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0028] An implementation of the present invention is 
called ‘Footprints’ and runs on Wireless information devices 
With the Symbian OS from Symbian Limited of London, 
United Kingdom. 

[0029] Footprints User Interaction 

[0030] Using Footprints, a Wireless information device 
can be pushed data (eg instantly or at pre-de?ned times) if 
someone accesses the Presence information associated With 
the user of that device, or can be set to poll regularly (or on 
user initiation) for that information from the server. 

[0031] That data can be used to display on the device an 
alert that someone has sought the user’s Presence informa 
tion: in FIG. 1, the alert ‘2 footprints’ is shoWn, indicating 
that tWo entities have accessed the user’s Presence Infor 
mation. Automatic noti?cation of this sort can be instanta 
neous (i.e. When the access takes place), can be provided to 
the device at regular intervals, or can be provided on speci?c 
request only. Just as a user is noti?ed of missed calls by the 
cellular telephony infrastructure storing a log of all missed 
calls and sending that log to the mobile telephone, so can the 
present invention be implemented using conventional data 
base logging and data transmission softWare: the same 
server softWare/hardWare that is used to log missed calls and 
send noti?cations to handsets may in fact be used. 

[0032] If in FIG. 1 the user selects the item labelled ‘2 
footprints’, then the dialog shoWn in FIG. 2 is displayed: 
“Do you Want to vieW these noW?” With the tWo options 
“VieW” and “Cancel”. If the “VieW” option is selected, then, 
as shoWn in FIG. 3, the actual identity of the persons 
accessing the Presence information and the time of access is 
shoWn. Selecting the “VieW” option may require the device 
to ask the server for the relevant information; alternately, 
that information may have already been supplied to the 
device as stored on it. 

[0033] The Figures shoW the device displaying Footprint 
information in a manner fully integrated into the user 
interface of the device; this Will typically require the Foot 
print device softWare to be burnt into the device ROM or for 
the device to be able to load and run neW applications such 
as Footprints. 

[0034] Ahigh level schematic for Footprints implemented 
on a peer to peer Presence system is shoWn at FIG. 4. 
Different applications, or apps, 1, 2 and 3 (such as the 
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Contacts application, or Security, or indeed any application 
that may need to be informed of a Footprint) communicate 
With a ‘listener’ component 4 that listens for Presence 
requests from remote parties. This listener component 4 
provides an API for apps to receive alerts 5 about incoming 
Presence queries. The Footprint app (or the UI extension to 
a Contacts app that provides this functionality) is built on top 
of this API. Authorised Presence queries are responded to 
With data being sent from the Presence Data Store 6 back 
over the netWork 7 to the requesting party, With the appro 
priate noti?cation being sent to the app 1 etc. All compo 
nents 1-6 are device resident, With Listener 4 and Presence 
Data Store 6 being part of the device OS. 

[0035] A Presence architecture may be implemented in a 
Client/Server form: an Instant Messaging and Presence 
(IMP) Server holds master copies of Presence information 
and other ‘Personal data’: Personal data is non transient data 
(unlike Presence information) Which the user Wishes to store 
in a database that can be accessed Within user de?ned access 
limits (eg to de?ned classes of individuals etc.). Personal 
data could include such things as: MP3 ?les; photos; credit 
card details; date of birth and other auto from ?ll informa 
tion; medical records; Agenda; Public PGP key, etc. i.e. ?le, 
record and transaction based shared content. 

[0036] The server listens for client connections and com 
municates directly With clients and other servers. The server 
also handles: data storage, user authentication, directory 
lookups (e.g. LDAP) and Rosters, etc. The server can log all 
requests for Presence information (eg the name of the 
entity requesting that information, the contact numbers, 
e-mails etc, the kind of Presence information sought, the 
time/date of access, Whether access Was successful or not 
etc.) and can send that information to the relevant client 
devices (eg users’ Wireless information devices). 

[0037] The client device communicates With the IMP 
server, parses and interprets Well-formed XML packets and 
understands message data types. 

[0038] For legacy devices, such as current GSM tele 
phones, the FIG. 4 peer to peer approach is not readily 
possible. HoWever, the present invention can still be effec 
tively implemented in a client server model by the server 
sending simple SMS text messages to the device if Presence 
information is accessed. The SMS text message may be of 
the form “X accessed your location information (Cinema Y) 
at time Z”. 

[0039] Returning to the overall architecture, each user is 
associated With a single server Which receives information 
for them and from them. But in a typical netWork, there 
could be many IMP servers provided by the same operator, 
With the servers transferring messages and Presence infor 
mation betWeen themselves and, With the appropriate 
interoperability standards in place (eg SIMPLE), With other 
external IM and presence systems too. A Client/Server 
protocol (preferably an open XML-based standard) is 
employed for communications. This is used for client-server, 
server-client and server-server communication (session ini 
tiation, modi?cation and termination). A server-to-server 
protocol may also be used—SIP/SIMPLE for interoperabil 
ity betWeen heterogeneous systems Would be a natural 
design choice. 

[0040] Data representation protocol: a fundamental 
requirement of the architecture is that it must be extensible. 
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As such, an open XML-based standard protocol should be 
used for packaging/transporting data (IM, Presence data and 
personal information). The protocol should use XML 
namespaces to encapsulate other kinds of data sent, alloWing 
any client, server, transport, or any component of the archi 
tecture to build custom applications by including their oWn 
XML data Within their namespace. SOAP may be employed. 

[0041] Along With a ?exible messaging and presence 
system, an XML-based directory should be provided. As to 
account management, the server by default Will alloW every 
user to have full control over the creation of and manage 
ment of their account. This includes passWords, and all 
presence, personal data and messaging aspects. Server 
administrators have full control over the rights allotted to 
each account, and can remove or limit those at any time. 

1. A method of providing access to Presence information 
comprising the folloWing steps: 

(a) storing Presence information for a user and making 
that information accessible to others; 

(b) logging the identity of any entity that requests or 
accesses the Presence information; 

(c) automatically providing data to a Wireless information 
device operated by the user to enable that device to 
display the identity of the entity that requested or 
accessed the Presence information. 

2. The method of claim 1 in Which Presence information 
is stored at a server remote from the device and the time of 
request or access is logged at the server and then automati 
cally provided by the server to the device by being sent to 
the device for display on the device. 

3. The method of claim 1 in Which Presence information 
is stored on the device, the time of request or access is 
logged on the device and then provided internally Within the 
device for display on the device. 

4. The method of claim 1 in Which the kind of Presence 
information requested or accessed is logged and automati 

cally provided to the device for display on the device instantly When an entity requests or accesses Presence 

information; (ii) at regular times; (iii) at pre-de?ned times; 
or (iv) When requested to do so by the device. 

5. The method of claim 1 in Which the step of storing and 
logging Presence information takes places at a server based 
database, programmed to automatically send some or all of 
the logged information to the Wireless information device. 

6. The method of claim 1 comprising the step of providing 
an entity accessing Presence information With the option of 
leaving a message to be sent to the user. 

7. A Wireless information device programmed to: 

(a) receive data de?ning the identity of any entity that has 
requested or accessed Presence information relating to 
the user of the device; 

(b) display that identity together With an indication that 
Presence information has been sought or accessed. 

8. The Wireless information device of claim 7 pro 
grammed to: 

(a) receive data de?ning the time at Which Presence 
information Was requested or accessed; 

(b) display that time. 
9. The Wireless information device of claim 7 pro 

grammed to: 
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(a) receive data de?ning the kind of Presence information 
that Was requested or accessed; 

(b) display the kind of Presence information accessed. 
10. The Wireless information device of claim 7 in Which 

the identity of the entity that has requested or accessed the 
Presence information is displayed on the Wireless informa 
tion device together With a user selectable option to contact 
that entity using voice or message based communication. 

11. The Wireless information device of claim 7 pro 
grammed to display user selectable options de?ning When 
the data is to be received from a server. 

12. The Wireless information device of claim 11 pro 
grammed to display some or all of the folloWing options 

de?ning When the data is to be received from a server: instantly When an entity requests or accesses Presence 
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information; (ii) at regular times; (iii) at pre-de?ned times; 
or (iv) When requested to do so by the device. 

13. Computer softWare Which, When running on a Wireless 
information device, enables the device to: 

(a) receive data de?ning the identity of any entity that has 
requested or accessed Presence information relating to 
the user of the device; 

(b) display that identity together With an indication that 
Presence information has been sought or accessed. 

14. The computer softWare of claim 13 Which, When 
running on a Wireless information device, enables the device 
to operate as a device claimed in claim 8. 


