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(57) ABSTRACT 

A quantum structure and the forming method based on the 
difference in characteristic of tWo matters is provided. The 
forming method includes several steps. At ?rst, providing a 
?rst dielectric layer for forming a second dielectric layer 
thereon. The second dielectric layer has major elements and 
impurities contained. Treating the second dielectric layer to 
drive the impurities to form the quantum structure. For 
example, oxidizing the major elements to drive the impuri 
ties in the ?rst dielectric layer to form the quantum structure 
in said ?rst dielectric layer because the oxidizing capability 
of the major elements is stronger than that of the impurities. 
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QUANTUM STRUCTURE AND FORMING 
METHOD OF THE SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates to a quantum struc 
ture, and more particularly, to a forming method and a 
structure of a quantum structure according to the difference 
in characteristic betWeen tWo matters. 

[0003] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0004] The NVRAM (non-volatile random access 
memory) includes many good properties, eg little volume, 
loW poWer consumption, and storing electrical charges by 
programing and erase. Many technological products depend 
on the function of NVRAM’s to be operated. 

[0005] A memory cells 1 is shoWn in FIG. 1a. Aplurality 
of NVRAM 3, eg a plurality of Flash RAM, connect With 
different Word lines 5 and bit lines 7, respectively. As shoWn 
in FIG. 1b, a pro?le of the NVRAM 3 is provided. AWord 
line 5 connects to a control gate 12 of a NVRAM 3 and 
cooperates With a source 9 and a drain 11 to control a ?oating 
gate 13 for storing or erasing electrical charges by supplying 
voltage. The NVRAM 3 can program the ?oating gate 13 by 
injecting hot electron into the ?oating gate 13, and erase the 
electrical charges that are stored in the ?oating gate 13 by 
FoWler-Nordheim Tunneling; or programs and erases the 
?oating gate 13 by FoWler-Nordheim Tunneling. 

[0006] It is necessary to supply more than 5 volts, even 10 
volts or 12 volts, no matter programing and erasing the 
?oating gate 13 by FoWler-Nordheim Tunneling, or by 
injecting hot electron into the ?oating gate 13 in the prior art. 
High supplying voltage is the ?rst disadvantage of the 
traditional NVRAM 3 (the Flash RAM). The second disad 
vantage of the NVRAM 3 is the uncertain product-life. The 
?oating gate 13 cannot store electrical charges anymore if 
any portion of the dielectric layer 15 that is deposited 
betWeen the ?oating gate 13 and a substrate 17 is broken by 
some reasons, e.g. programing and erasing the ?oating gate 
13 thousand times. High dif?culty for reducing the thickness 
of the dielectric layer 15 and the thickness of the NVRAM 
3 is the third disadvantage of the NVRAM 3. 

[0007] So that it is necessary to improve the disadvan 
tages, i.e. the high supplying voltage, the uncertain product 
life and high dif?culty for reducing the thickness of the 
dielectric layer that is deposited betWeen the ?oating gate 
and the substrate, of the NVRAM in the prior art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] According to the above description of the back 
ground of the invention, it is one objective of the present 
invention to provide a forming method and a structure of a 
quantum structure for improving the disadvantages of 
NVRAM. 

[0009] It is another object of the present invention to 
provide a convenient method to form a quantum structure by 
original devices Without buying or using any neW devices. 

[0010] It is a further objective of the present invention to 
provide a forming method and structure of a quantum 
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structure to decrease the supplying voltage for programing 
and erasing the ?oating gate of a NVRAM. 

[0011] It is a further objective of the present invention to 
provide a forming method and structure of a quantum 
structure for increasing the certainty of product-life of a 
NVRAM. 

[0012] It is a further objective of the present invention to 
provide a forming method and structure of a quantum 
structure for reducing the thickness of the dielectric layer 
that is deposited betWeen the ?oating gate and the substrate, 
and the Whole thickness of a NVRAM. 

[0013] The present invention providing a forming method 
and structure of a quantum structure according to several 
steps. Providing a ?rst dielectric layer for forming a second 
dielectric layer, that has a plurality of major element and a 
plurality of impurity contained, thereon. Treating the second 
dielectric layer to drive the impurities to drive the impurities 
in the ?rst dielectric layer to form the quantum structure in 
said ?rst dielectric layer. 

[0014] All these advantageous features as Well as others 
that are obvious from the folloWing detailed description of 
preferred embodiments of the invention are obtained. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] FIG. 1a is a vieW in the prior art; 

[0016] FIG. 1b is the pro?le in the prior art; 

[0017] FIG. 2a is a pro?le of the of the ?rst embodiment 
in the present invention; and 

[0018] FIG. 2b-a' are the ?oW diagrams of the ?rst 
embodiment. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0019] The preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion that provides a forming method and a structure of a 
quantum structure according to the difference in character 
istic betWeen tWo matters is described beloW. 

[0020] The method of forming a quantum structure in the 
present invention comprising several steps. At ?rst, provid 
ing a ?rst dielectric layer for forming a second dielectric 
layer thereon. The second dielectric layer has a plurality of 
major element and a plurality of impurity contained. Treat 
ing the second dielectric layer to drive the impurities to form 
the quantum structure. For example, oXidiZing the major 
elements to drive the impurities in the ?rst dielectric layer to 
form the quantum structure in said ?rst dielectric layer 
because the oXidiZing capability of the major elements is 
stronger than that of the impurities. 

[0021] As shoWn in FIG. 2a, the pro?le of a NVRAM 20 
(non-volatile random access memory) of the ?rst embodi 
ment in the present invention is provided, When the present 
invention is used for improving disadvantages of the 
NVRAM. The NVRAM 20 includes a compound gate 22 
formed on a semiconductor substrate 24, and a source 26 and 
a drain 28 formed Within the semiconductor substrate 24. 
The compound gate 22 comprises a dielectric layer 30 
formed on the semiconductor substrate 24, and a control gate 
34 formed on the dielectric layer 30. The dielectric layer 30 
includes quantum structure that is a plurality of quantum 
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dots 32 in this embodiment for storing electrical charges as 
the ?oating gate in the prior art. These quantum dots 32 are 
formed from an oxidizing process that Will be explained 
beloW. 

[0022] In the ?rst embodiment, the composition of the 
dielectric layer 30 is SiO2 (silica), and the composition of the 
quantum dots 32 is Ge (germanium) atom. The control gate 
34 is polysilicon gate and the composition of the substrate 24 
is Si. 

[0023] FIG. 2b, FIG. 2c and FIG. 2a' are the method of 
forming NVRAM 20 of the ?rst embodiment. A ?rst dielec 
tric layer 38, that is a silica layer, is deposited on the 
semiconductor substrate 24. The second dielectric layer 36 
having a plurality of major element (not shoWn), e.g. Si 
atoms, and a plurality of impurity (not shoWn) contained, 
e.g. germanium atoms, is formed on the ?rst dielectric layer 
38. The oxidiZing capability of Si atoms is stronger than that 
of Ge atoms, i.e., the oxidiZing capability of the major 
elements is stronger than that of the impurities. The second 
dielectric layer 36 is a SiGe layer (silicon-germanium layer) 
in the ?rst embodiment, and the SiGe layer is formed by 
UHVCVD(Ultra High Vacuum Chemical Vapor Deposition) 
With tWo kinds of gases—SiH4 and GeH4, according to the 
chemical formula (1): 

[0024] So that the ?rst dielectric layer 38 is deposited 
betWeen the second layer 36 and the semiconductor sub 
strate 24 as shoWn in FIG. 2b. The ?rst dielectric layer 38 
is a SiO2 layer in the present embodiment. 

[0025] After forming the second layer 36 on the ?rst 
dielectric layer 38, treating the second dielectric layer 36 to 
oxidiZe the major elements in an environment being full of 
oxygen to drive the Ge atoms of the second dielectric layer 
36 to form the quantum structure. The Ge atoms are drove 
into the ?rst dielectric layer 38 to form the quantum dots, 
because overWhelming majority of the Si atoms (major 
elements) oxidiZing but overWhelming majority of the Ge 
atoms (impurities), that having Weaker oxidiZing capability, 
non-oxidiZing. The dielectric layer 30 is composed of the 
?rst dielectric layer 38 and the second dielectric layer 36. 

[0026] Depositing the controlling gate 34 on the second 
dielectric layer 36, and then etching the control gate 34, the 
second dielectric layer 36 and the ?rst dielectric layer 38 in 
sequence according to a designed pattern of the compound 
gate 22, as shoWn in FIG. 2d. The compound gate 22 
includes the control gate 34, the second dielectric layer 36 
and the ?rst dielectric layer 38. After ?nished the compound 
gate 22 on the substrate 24, forming the source 26 and the 
drain 28 Within the substrate 24 to form the NVRAM 20. 

[0027] Every quantum dot 32, Which is formed by Ge, 
stores the electric charges as a ?oating gate does. Because 
the dimensions of every quantum dot 32 is Within the 
nanometer (nm) scale, approximately betWeen 1 nm and 5 
nm, every quantum dot 32 may store feW electric charges, 
eg one or tWo electric charges, due to the Coulomb 
blockade. So that programing the electric charges into, or 
erasing the electric charges from, the quantum dots 30 needs 
loW voltage, ie 2.5 volts, in the present invention. Of 
course, controlling the amount of the impurities in the 
second dielectric layer 36 to control the quantum dots 32 in 
dimension is a Way for procuring different purposes. 
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[0028] The second dielectric layer 36 including a plurality 
of oxygen atom, a plurality of major element, eg Si atoms, 
and a plurality of impurity contained, e.g. germanium atoms, 
is formed on the ?rst dielectric layer 38, as the second 
embodiment in the present invention. The ?rst dielectric 
layer 38, preferred to be a silica layer, is deposited on the 
semiconductor substrate 24. The oxidiZing capability of Si 
atoms is stronger than that of Ge atoms, ie the oxidiZing 
capability of the major elements is stronger than that of 
impurities. The second dielectric layer 36 is a SiGeO2 layer 
in the second embodiment, and the SiGeO2 layer is formed 
by UHVCVD(Ultra High Vacuum Chemical Vapor Deposi 
tion) With three kinds of gases—O2, SiH4 and GeH4, accord 
ing to the chemical formula (2): 

[0029] The ?rst dielectric layer 38 is deposited betWeen 
the second dielectric layer 36 and the semiconductor sub 
strate 24 as shoWn in FIG. 2b. 

[0030] Then, increasing the temperature of the second 
dielectric layer 36 for oxidiZing the major elements, that are 
Si atoms, in an environment being Without oxygen, eg the 
environment being full of N2, and then annealing the second 
dielectric layer 36 to drive the Ge atoms to form the quantum 
dots. The Ge atoms are drove into the ?rst dielectric layer 38 
to form the quantum atoms, because overWhelming majority 
of the Si atoms (major elements) oxidiZing With the oxygen 
atoms of the second dielectric layer 36 but overWhelming 
majority of the Ge atoms (impurities), that having Weaker 
oxidiZing capability, non-oxidiZing. The dielectric layer 30 
is composed of the ?rst dielectric layer 38 and the second 
dielectric layer 36. 

[0031] Similarly, the second embodiment in the present 
invention depositing the controlling gate 34 on the second 
dielectric layer 36 after forming the quantum dots 32 in the 
?rst dielectric layer 38. Then, etching the control gate 34, the 
second dielectric layer 36 and the ?rst dielectric layer 38 in 
sequence according to a designed pattern of the compound 
gate 22. As the ?rst embodiment, the compound gate 22 
includes the control gate 34, the second dielectric layer 36 
and the ?rst dielectric layer 38. After ?nished the compound 
gate 22 on the substrate 24, forming the source 26 and the 
drain 28 Within the substrate 24 to form the NVRAM 20. 

[0032] In the second embodiment, every quantum dot 32 
stores the electric charges as a ?oating gate does. Every 
quantum dot 32 may store feW electric charges, eg one or 
tWo electric charges, due to the Coulomb blockade, because 
the dimensions of every quantum dot 32 is Within the 
nanometer (nm) scale. When programing the electric 
charges into, or erasing the electric charges from, the quan 
tum dots needs loWer voltage than 5V. Of course, in the 
second embodiment, controlling the amount of the impuri 
ties in the second dielectric layer 36 to control the quantum 
dots 32 in dimension is a Way for procuring different 
purposes. 

[0033] The present invention programing and erasing the 
?oating gate (quantum dots 32) of the NVRAM 20 With 
loWer supplying voltage than the supplying voltage of the 
traditional NVRAM 3 in the prior art, because every quan 
tum dot 32 stores feW electric charges, eg one or tWo 
electric charges. 

[0034] The NVRAM 20 having the more certainty of 
product-life in the present invention than the NVRAM 3 has 
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in the prior art. If the dielectric layer 30 betWeen some of the 
quantum dots 32 and the substrate 24 is broken by some 
reasons, e.g. programing and erasing the quantum dots 32 
thousand times, other quantum dots 32 still store electric 
charges due to that each quantum dots 32 stores electrical 
charges respectively. So that the product-life of the NVRAM 
20 maintains due to the stored electric charges inside the 
Working quantum dots 32 in the present invention. 

[0035] The present NVRAM 20 has a thinner thickness 
than the prior NVRAM 3, because the quantum dots 32 
replace the ?oating layer 13 so that the thickness of the 
present NVRAM 20 can decrease the thickness of the 
?oating layer 13 in the prior art. Besides, the thickness of the 
portion of the dielectric layer 30 that is deposited betWeen 
the quantum dots 32 and the substrate 24 is thinner than the 
dielectric layer 15. 

[0036] The preferring embodiments in the present inven 
tion improve disadvantages of the NVRAM’s, but the fea 
ture of the present invention is a forming method and a 
structure of a quantum structure. So that the scope of the 
present invention is not admitted to be prior art of the 
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NVRAM’s With respect to the present invention by its 
mention in the Background of the Invention section. 

[0037] The described above is only to demonstrate and 
illustrate the preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion, not to limit the scope of the present invention to What 
described detailed herein; and any equivalent variations and 
modi?cations in the present invention should be Within the 
scope of the claims hereafter. 

1-18. (canceled) 
19. A non-volatile random access memory including 

quantum structure, comprising: 

a semiconductor substrate including a source and a drain; 

a dielectric layer, that is deposited on said semiconductor 
substrate, said dielectric layer including said quantum 
structure that are formed from an oXidiZing process; 
and 

a control gate formed on said dielectric layer. 

* * * * * 


