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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method provide a computer-based automated 
tool for quickly and ef?ciently designing utility stations. One 
example of such a utility station is a unit substation. The tool 
includes a database of user-selective predraWn symbols that 
are associated With a pre-de?ned and stored station template. 
Each of the respective symbols have associated thereWith 
attributes that are computer recognizable as being attributes 
associated With the respective symbols, and may be com 
bined into a list, When the symbols are selected for use With 
the station. The tool presents a graphical rendering of the 
symbols arranged on the station, after the respective sym 
bols have been identi?ed. 
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UTILITY STATION AUTOMATED DESIGN 
SYSTEM AND METHOD 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is related to, and claims the bene?t 
of the earlier ?ling date of, US. Provisional Patent Appli 
cation Ser. No. 60/128,560 (Attorney Docket 7910-0032-13 
PROV), ?led Apr. 9, 1999, entitled “Utility Station Auto 
mated Design System and Method,” the entirety of Which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention pertains to automated design 
systems and methods for planning and designing utility 
stations. More particularly, the present invention relates to 
automated design systems, methods and computer program 
product, for designing, and estimating materials and costs 
for utility stations, such as a unit substation or other com 
ponent of a public utility system, such as an electric poWer 
generation, transmission and distribution system. 

[0004] 2. Discussion of the Background 

[0005] In 1999, a typical unit substation design and devel 
opment project costs approximately 1 million dollars and 
takes roughly one year from conception to completion. The 
typical process begins With an engineer Who prepares a 
sketch of the substation, and sends the sketch to a drafting 
area, Where a draftsperson takes the sketch, along With 
associated notes prepared by the engineer, and develops a 
Working construction set (i.e., a set of draWings With asso 
ciated symbols and notes). The draftsperson then gives a 
draft construction set to the engineer for revieW. At this time, 
during the revieW, the engineer Would either modify the 
construction set, or add additional information to the con 
struction set and then send the modi?ed construction set 
back to the draftsperson for redrafting to incorporate the 
changes. The draftsperson completes the changes and sends 
the changes back to the engineer. This iterative process can 
repeat as many as four or more times. Once the construction 
set is ?naliZed, roughly three or more months have expired 
since the initiation of the project. 

[0006] As presently recogniZed by the inventors, the con 
ventional design process presumes that every unit substation 
has to be redesigned by the engineer, even though approxi 
mately 90% of the components are the same betWeen 
substations. In this Way, the engineer has to address each 
component of the system, even though the engineer may 
have already done similar Work on previous projects. After 
the initial design is done, the engineer then prepares a 
materials list of the components and prepares a cost esti 
mate. 

[0007] Regarding hoW the details are developed in the 
draWings, the Engineer is provided With a “one line dia 
gram” from a planning department and includes an electrical 
representation of the symbols for each device to be included 
in the substation. Conventionally, draftspeople use CAD 
(computer aided design) programs, like AutoCAD, a 
draftsperson oriented program. The draftsperson then draWs 
the component parts of the system using the CAD program. 
After a CAD draWing has been prepared, the engineer Will 
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provide the CAD draWing to the planning department, Who 
at that time may decide to further modify the substation, so 
as to change components required therein, or change the 
system performance to meet perceived customer demands. If 
the planning department does change the draWings, another 
engineering and drafting operation is required in order to 
produce a ?nal set of construction draWings. 

[0008] These construction draWings are detail oriented, 
such that the draWings may be provided to a contractor for 
building the substation. For eXample, the construction draW 
ings Will have detailed features, such as conduit placement, 
foundation placement and grounding placement. The draW 
ings also shoW the connections amongst the different sub 
components used in the substation. These connections can 
be very detailed, perhaps shoWing a small connector ?tting 
betWeen pieces of bus lines. This detail may become very 
cumbersome because a unit substation may have betWeen 
tWo and three hundred electrical connectors. Furthermore, 
the unit substation may have three to four hundred feet of 
aluminum bus infrastructure, a couple thousand feet of 
copper in the ground, and on the order of 20 to 50 founda 
tions. After the draWings are complete, the engineer then 
uses the draWings to ?ll out a materials list for the equipment 
to be ordered. Generally, it is a time consuming process for 
the engineer to scrutiniZe the different components on the 
draWing and list the same on a materials list. 

[0009] As recogniZed by the present inventors, the itera 
tive process betWeen the engineer and the draftsperson is a 
time consuming process, and an expensive procedure for 
designing substations. The conventional process presumes 
that each substation has different characteristics that man 
date the use of a signi?cant amount of engineering, as Well 
as draftspersons’ time in order to properly design the sub 
station. HoWever, as presently recogniZed, there can be a 
signi?cant amount of redundancy betWeen respective sub 
stations, that if, properly characteriZed could be an advan 
tage in streamlining the design process. 

[0010] Another limitation With the conventional practice, 
is that the iterative design process is prone to error, based on 
the number of different people involved in the process. 
Furthermore, because each substation is custom designed, it 
is more dif?cult for planning departments, as Well as con 
tractors Who Will build the substation to interpret the draW 
ings because each set of construction plans differs from one 
substation to the neXt. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] Accordingly, one object of the present invention is 
to address the above-described limitations of eXisting sys 
tems and methods. While the present section of this docu 
ment is directed to a summary of the invention, a limited 
number of attributes associated With the present invention 
are described herein. HoWever, a more complete description 
is provided in the section entitled “Detailed Description of 
the Preferred Embodiments”. 

[0012] The present invention is directed to a utility station 
automated design system and method that alloWs an engi 
neer to design a unit substation, or other utility station, as 
Well as prepare a materials list and cost estimate, in several 
hours, rather than several months, as is the case With 
conventional design practices. A feature of the present 
invention, is a computer-based tool having a database that 
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holds both standard “substation templates”, as Well as equip 
ment “symbols” that may be applied to one another, as 
selected by a user, via a graphical user interface to produce 
a 3D draWing set. The user is presented With a series of 
options that are logically arranged so as to guide the user 
through the process of designing the unit substation, using 
the symbols and templates, as selected by the user. More 
over, the user is requested to select a predetermined “stan 
dard” substation architecture, and once selected, the user is 
presented With a series of options regarding Which compo 
nents are to be included Within the standard con?guration. 
Once selected, symbols associated With the selected com 
ponents, are selected by the user from a database, and 
overlaid in layers With the assistance of a computer aided 
draWing package. In this Way, the symbols are arranged and 
presented on a display, or printed as a set of construction 
draWings, so that an overall unit substation system may be 
designed in a relatively short period of time. Subsequently, 
the user may be requested to identify Whether the user Would 
like to modify the existing design, or prepare a list of 
building materials and cost estimates associated With the 
respective components in the unit substation, or other utility 
station. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] Amore complete appreciation of the invention and 
many of the attendant advantages thereof Will be readily 
obtained as the same becomes better understood by refer 
ence to the folloWing detailed description When considered 
in connection With the accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

[0014] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a computer netWork 
according to the present invention, that interconnects a user 
terminal, With a print server, and database server; 

[0015] FIG. 2 is a How chart of a process How for 
designing a neW 115 kV unit substation; 

[0016] FIG. 3 is a How chart of a process How for 
modifying an existing substation facility; 

[0017] FIGS. 4A and 4B are a How chart, shoWing a 
logical process ?oW, for either designing a neW substation, 
modifying an existing facility, or preparing an estimate/ 
material list; 

[0018] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of a 3-D rendering of 
a substation that may be designed from draWings produced 
With the present invention; 

[0019] FIG. 6 is a graphical user interface, shoWing a 
library of user selectable “symbols” that may be incorpo 
rated into a substation being designed; 

[0020] FIG. 7 is a plan vieW of components included in a 
unit substation being designed; 

[0021] FIG. 8 is a perspective 3-D rendering of the station 
shoWn in FIG. 7; 

[0022] FIG. 9 is an example display of a pull doWn menu, 
shoWing various options made available to a user When 
determining Whether to design a neW station, or modify an 
existing substation; 

[0023] FIGS. 10A-10B are respective display screens, 
shoWing different user-selectable components for inclusion 
in a substation; and 
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[0024] FIG. 11 is a display of a dialogue box, requesting 
information regarding a cost estimate and list of materials 
associated With the design of a substation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0025] Referring noW to the draWings, Wherein like ref 
erence numerals designate identical or corresponding parts 
throughout the several vieWs, and more particularly to FIG. 
1 thereof, there is illustrated a utility station automated 
design system con?gured to alloW a user to design a utility 
station, such as a unit substation, and prepare a draWing 
construction set, as Well as a cost estimate and materials list. 

[0026] Although the present invention is discussed With 
respect to design of a utility station, the approach, as 
recogniZed by one of ordinary skill in the relevant art, is 
applicable to other types of facilities, including Water facili 
ties as Well as gas facilities. For example, the Water facilities 
encompass Wells/Well houses, pump stations, lift stations, 
pressure regulator stations, complex piping arrangements, 
small to moderately siZed Water and WasteWater treatment 
plants and site layouts, and tank sites. The gas facilities can 
be categoriZed as folloWs: transmission facilities, distribu 
tion facilities, and production and gathering facilities. These 
three types of gas facilities involve interconnects With other 
pipeline companies’ facilities, regulator (pressure reducing) 
stations, metering stations (e.g., delivery stations, border 
stations, and check meters), pressure and How monitoring 
equipment, valve stations, and, compressor stations. 

[0027] Before turning to the speci?c features contained 
Within FIG. 1, an overvieW of a method and system imple 
mented by the present invention is in order. The present 
invention Was made in recognition of ef?ciency limitations 
With the conventional substation design processes employed 
in the utilities industry, Where signi?cant design times are 
expected for preparing unit substations (or other components 
of a public utility). Conventionally, signi?cant amounts of 
time are allocated for a CAD manager and senior engineers, 
regarding preparation of construction sets (draWing pack 
ages that describe the unit substation). One of the limitations 
With the conventional approach Was determined to be that 
each CAD operator had a different skill level and different 
ideas regarding hoW particular draWings should be laid out. 
This lack of uniformity regarding hoW the CAD operators 
interpreted the information provided by the engineers, 
resulted in inconsistent system con?gurations, and inef? 
cient, iterative communications betWeen the CAD operator 
and the engineer. 

[0028] In light of such problems, the present inventors 
determined that it Was possible to use AutoLISP routines that 
Would be used to prepare menus to import different infor 
mation regarding company information and like into the 
draWing set. For example, a feature of the invention is to use 
a AutoLISP routine to provide on a pull doWn menu, such as 
the siZe of the draWings, such as “A”, “B”, . . . , or the 

draWing scale. This routine also sets line types, text, layer 
ing, line Widths and the like, so that respective draWing sets 
from a particular company, Will be uniform in appearance. 

[0029] Aside from importing corporate information into a 
particular draWing, the present inventors also determined 
that it Would be advantageous and commercially ef?cient to 
prepare pre-approved tWo-dimension (2-D) symbols, or 3-D 
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symbols as Will be discussed, for an entire station of 
equipment, complete With foundations, conduits, and 
grounding at all voltage levels used by the corporation. 
Through the use of layer control in AutoCAD, each of the 
pre-approved and stored equipment symbols are placed in an 
equipment layer, the foundation symbols to be placed in a 
foundation layer and so on. In this Way, symbols can be 
associated With a particular draWing, thereby alloWing the 
user of the system to automatically specify the symbols (and 
the components associated thereWith) to be automatically 
retrieved and overlaid on the draWing. In this Way, When 
construction draWings are prepared, Where construction 
draWings include a plan vieW, section vieW, conduit plan, 
grounding plan, foundation plan and the like, depending on 
the draWing type selected, the AutoLISP routine turns layers 
off and on until only the foundations are visible, if the 
foundation plan is the one that is to be displayed. Dimen 
sioning Work for the respective components shoWn in the 
draWing is done automatically With AutoCAD. 

[0030] In an alternative embodiment, pre-approved and 
pre-draWn 3-D symbols are a substitute for, or are used With 
2-D symbols. Using 3-D symbols, alloWs for not only 
perspective vieW, but also alloWs a user to change the 
vieWer’s reference point in 3-D. Furthermore, a 3-D model 
is automatically produced Which is capable of being ren 
dered. The 3-D renderings produced With the 3-D model can 
be used in governmental permit hearings. Typically, such 
Work cannot be produced in the typical CAD facility, but 
rather are provided to an outside drafting ?rm, With both cost 
and time penalties associated thereWith. 

[0031] By saving the respective symbols in a library, 
accessible to different users, by Way of the computer net 
Work, users may extract the respective symbols When 
designing a unit substation. So as to avoid having the end 
user, perhaps an engineer, become familiar With 3-D design 
practices, the present invention incorporates dialog boxes, 
hierarchically arranged, and AutoLISP routines that alloW 
the user to design a 3-D structure from a plan vieW. In this 
Way, the user can design the system, by providing only 
minimal information, regarding the siZe of the bus, bus 
spacing and the like, and the AutoLISP routine makes the 
additions to the draWing on the correct layers at the correct 
heights as a 3-D, custom model Would do. 

[0032] In vieW of the present inventors’ observations, 
much of the structure Within a substation is, or at least could 
be, reused. The present inventors determined that aside from 
symbols, substation-level templates, (i.e., pre-approved sub 
station layouts) may be used to preposition respective com 
ponents Within the substation. In this Way, the engineer need 
not spend time positioning respective components, but 
rather needs to only select symbols, and have the symbols 
automatically placed in the pre-approved locations. 

[0033] One feature of using components as part of a 
standardiZation design process, is to standardiZe different 
siZes of transformers to predetermined set levels. For 
example, in a preferred embodiment, three different top 
ratings of transformers are used: 14 MVA, 22 MVA, and 33 
MVA. Other ratings may be used as Well. Furthermore, the 
standard unit substation also includes one of four types of 
sWitch gear: 2 feeder, 3 feeder, 4 feeder, and stations With a 
main breaker. To this end, in the preferred embodiment, 
different unit substation “templates” include three standard 
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layouts, referred to herein as “single unit-right , single 
unit-left”, and “tWo unit designs”. Other standard layouts 
may be used as Well, as Will be appreciated by one of 
ordinary skill in the substation design art, based on the 
description contained herein. 

[0034] An advantage of the present invention is that the 
respective symbols used Within the substations have asso 
ciated thereWith different attributes Which are stored in 
memory. These attributes are associated With symbols by ?le 
name, for example, and stored in one or both of ACCESS 
data ?les, and EXCEL spread sheets, Where both ACCESS 
and EXCEL are available through Microsoft Corporation. 

[0035] Using the system and method described herein, an 
engineer can produce a construction set of a unit substation 
in approximately 3 hours. The engineer revieWs a descrip 
tion of the substation provided by a planning department and 
then initiates an AutoCAD session. The engineer then selects 
the type of draWing from the pull doWn menu presented on 
a display screen. Subsequently the engineer selects a type of 
station to be designed, such as a neW 115 kV unit substation. 
Other types of stations or other differently rated substations 
may be designed as Well. After selecting the type of sub 
station, the engineer is presented With a series of dialog 
boxes, logically arranged in sequence, for presenting choices 
regarding the components to be used in the overall system. 
The engineer responds to the respective prompts, and the 
responses are saved in memory. Once all the entries are 
complete, the engineer executes a compilation routine by 
acknoWledging the engineer has made all of the selections, 
and AutoCAD begins to draW the station, by retrieving the 
pre-draWn symbols from a library and applying the respec 
tive symbols to the selected pre-designed substation tem 
plate. Subsequently, the engineer can request, or as an 
alternative the request may be automatically produced, to 
provide a cost and estimate materials list for the materials 
needed for the construction of the unit substation. Thus, 
rather than taking three months or more to produce the 
construction set, the engineer can complete the job, reliably 
and efficiently in approximately three hours. 

[0036] Turning to FIG. 1, FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a 
utility station automated design system according to the 
present invention. In particular, a netWork 90 is included, 
such as an Ethernet, FDDI netWork, Intranet or Extranet, at 
least a portion of Which may be an Internet connection or a 
public sWitch telephone netWork (PSTN) connection. The 
netWork 90 alloWs a general purpose server 100, as Well as 
an AutoCAD server 120 and a print server 133 to commu 

nicate With different user stations 140 and 150. The general 
purpose server 100 includes a memory 105 that hosts 
application softWare, such as EXCEL, ACCESS and the 
like. The application softWare hosted on the memory 105, is 
accessible via the netWork 90 by each of the user terminals 
140 and 150. The general purpose server 100 also includes 
a monitor 103 and computer 101, With a CPU, internal 
memory, peripheral devices, internal communication bus, 
RAM and ROM memory, and the like contained therein. 

[0037] The AutoCAD server 120 includes a memory 126 
that includes the AutoCAD application, custom menu struc 
ture, custom macros, custom list routines and custom sym 
bols, as Were discussed above. Information produced at the 
computer 122 may be vieWed on the display 124, or alter 
natively other information provided via the computer 122 is 
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viewed on the display 124. The print sever 130 includes its 
oWn computer 132, and display 134. The computer 132 
contains a communication mechanism that communicates 
over the netWork 90 so that information may be passed to a 
plotter 136 for producing hard-copies of draWings sets. User 
Workstation 140 includes a computer 142 and monitor 144, 
Where the computer 142 communicates via an input/output 
(I/O) device 146 for communicating With external devices. 
The external devices may be remote terminals, or even local 
peripherals, such as a mouse, keyboard, external memory 
and an interface for loading symbols if necessary and the 
like. Similarly, user terminal 150 includes a computer 152, 
monitor 156, and I/O device 154. 

[0038] As part of the AutoCAD server memory 126, the 
present invention includes a database of custom symbols, 
Where each of the symbols are 3-D draWing ?les of com 
ponents used in a unit substation. Held in the ACCESS 
database and/or EXCEL spreadsheet in memory 105, are 
attributes that are associated With the custom symbols held 
in the database of symbols in the memory 126. In addition, 
AutoLISP routines perform the functional operations inter 
facing function for communicating With AutoCAD, and thus 
perform the separate processing steps described herein. 
These AutoLISP routines are also contained in the memory 
126. Furthermore, both the menu arrangement as presently 
discussed herein, as Well as macros, that help to assist in 
performing routine repetitive operations are also stored in 
the memory 126. 

[0039] Typically, a user Will design a substation from one 
of the user terminals 140 or 150. In the embodiment 
described in FIG. 1, the user terminal retrieves the infor 
mation from the general purpose server 100, and AutoCAD 
server 120 as required. Alternatively, all of the components 
and softWare may be contained on one Workstation or 
computer, so that no netWork is required and all Work may 
be performed locally. As a further alternative, additional 
external computing devices may be used as Well to perform 
some or all of the computations and routing of information. 
In these cases, external communication links, such as 
through the public sWitch telephone netWork, Internet, or 
even proprietary Wireless and Wired links may be used as 
Well. 

[0040] The AutoCAD application included in the memory 
126, may be AutoCAD 2000, although other versions of 
AutoCAD may be used as Well, such as AutoCAD release 
14, the on-line help section documentation for Which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

[0041] FIG. 2 is a ?oWchart, shoWing a process according 
to the present invention for designing a neW unit substation. 
The process How shoWn in FIG. 2, corresponds With the top 
horiZontal roW of operations shoWn in FIG. 4, as Will be 
discussed later. In FIG. 2, the process begins in step S1, 
Where the user launches the AutoCAD application. The 
process then proceeds to step S3, Where the user selects, via 
a pull-doWn menu, that the user Would like to implement a 
3-D layout/equipment operation. In step S3, the user may 
then use sub-menus to select a neW standard 115 kV unit 
substation from a pull-doWn menu, as shoWn in Step S13. 
On the other hand, also shoWn in the pull-doWn menu, is the 
option for the user to select an estimate/material list opera 
tion from a pull-doWn menu in step S15. Each of these steps 
Will be discussed in more detail beloW. 
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[0042] If the user selects to design a neW standard 115 kV 
unit substation, or other station as preprogrammed into a set 
of templates, the user selects this option. The process then 
?oWs to step S5, Where the user is presented With a design 
dialog box associated With a “template” 115 kV unit sub 
station. An example of the dialog box is shoWn in FIG. 10A 
Where a series of information prompts is presented for the 
user to select components of the 115 kV design. Each of the 
respective selections are shoWn in FIG. 10A. Before enter 
ing the details of the 115 kV design, the respective voltages 
used, in a preferred embodiment are discussed herein. 

[0043] At a generation plant in the US, generators typi 
cally generate approximately 22,000 volts. This voltage is 
then stepped up to approximately 345,000 volts for cross 
country transmission. This high voltage is used in order to 
minimiZe resistive losses. HoWever, the 345 kV is too high 
for use in end use applications, and therefore the voltage is 
stepped doWn to 115,000 volts in some cases, Where the 
115,000, as Well as the 345,000 volts are all three phase 
voltages. The unit substation converts the voltage from 115 
kV doWn to 12,470 volts. The 12,470 volts then is distrib 
uted around cities and the like and connects to transformers 
that hang on utility poles in residential areas, for example. It 
is these transformers that converts the electrical poWer doWn 
to the 120-240 volts used in the United States and typical 
applications. While the present discussion has been directed 
toWards poWer distribution in the United States, the particu 
lar numbers herein, may be adjusted for use in other coun 
tries around the World. 

[0044] Returning to FIG. 10A, the engineer after identi 
fying the project name and other information associated With 
the project, selects a template regarding the type of substa 
tion selected. The type of substation may either be a single 
unit design-left, single unit design-right, tWo unit design, or 
a unit designed With a 115 kV breaker. Other templates 
describing other arrangements may be used as Well. After 
selecting the substation template, the engineer may then 
select the top rated MVA, a measure of apparent poWer. 

[0045] The engineer then selects the ground grid spacing, 
from a predetermined set of spacings, as shoWn. Subse 
quently, the engineer selects the Wall height surrounding the 
substation, sWing grill, ?xed grill, and mandoors. After all 
the selections are made, the operator clicks the “OK” button 
to complete the selections. Once clicked, the selections are 
saved in memory. 

[0046] The above discussion Was directed to step S5 in 
FIG. 2, and after this step, the process proceeds to step S7 
if the user desires to make design selections for the sWitch 
gear associated With the substation. The reason Why the 
sWitch gear is made into a separate dialog box, is that the 
sWitch gear may have some unique features in it depending 
on the operational goals of the substation. Accordingly, 
standardiZation of the substation is made separate from that 
of the sWitch gear, so as to maximiZe the ?exibility for the 
engineer When designing the substation. SWitch gear selec 
tions may also be incorporated into the substation compo 
nent selections. An example of the dialog box Which is 
displayed in step S7 is shoWn in FIG. 10B. In FIG. 10B, the 
different number of feeders, shoWn in left and right con 
?gurations, are provided as Well as the sWitching gear 
options as shoWn. While the number of feeders is shoWn to 
be 2, 3 or 4, it is possible also to include a greater number 
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of feeders, such as for a 30 MVA system. Greater or lesser 
number of feeders than that displayed are available for use 
in the present invention. After the user has selected all the 
options in FIG. 10B, the user clicks the “OK” button and the 
process proceeds to step S9 in FIG. 2. 

[0047] SWitch gear is a disconnecting device and a meter 
ing device. PoWer is brought in from the transformer into the 
sWitch gear and then has feeders that extend therefrom into 
separate circuits. Disconnecting devices, such as circuit 
breakers, are included on each circuit. In this Way, it is 
knoWn hoW much poWer is being used on each of the 
feeders, by Way of the meter. Each of the circuits are thus 
separately protected and this control and monitoring of the 
respective circuits may occur independently, so that if light 
ening, for example, Were to hit one of the feeders, then that 
event Would be detected and the feeder may be disconnected 
Without damaging the other feeders. 

[0048] Information that is input by the engineers in the 
respective dialog boxes is collected by Way of a AutoLISP 
routine that takes the respective choices, compiles the 
choices and takes the compilation of choices to an associa 
tive mechanism, that retrieves respective symbols from the 
symbol library in the memory 126 for retrieval. Once the 
symbols are retrieved, the symbols are then overlayed in a 
draWing, as is the case in step S9 as shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0049] In FIG. 2, after step S9, the process proceeds to 
step S11, Where a 3-D model of the unit substation and 
construction drawings are created and printed out, based 
upon Whether the user selects to create the hard copy of the 
draWings at that time. The hard copies are printed by Way of 
the print server 130 on the plotter 136 of FIG. 1. The 
draWings may also be sent electronically to a remote loca 
tion, such as a government facility for revieW and approval. 

[0050] In FIG. 2, once the draWing set has been created, 
the operator has the choice of proceeding to step S15, from 
S11. Alternatively, the operator may proceed directly to step 
S15, by Way of step S3 as previously discussed. In step S15, 
the user selects from a pull-doWn menu the estimate/mate 
rials list operation. When selected, anotherAutoLISP routine 
extracts the attributes associated With the selected symbols 
from the ACCESS database. In this Way, the attribute 
information may be sent to a template ?le for presentation to 
the end user in a materials list. Another AutoLISP routine 
takes the information that has been extracted, launches the 
EXCEL program and passes the information in a text ?le 
that has been taken from AutoCAD to EXCEL Where the 
template accepts the information and presents it in an 
EXCEL compatible format. When extracting the informa 
tion, the attribute information that Was taken from AutoCAD 
perhaps may be representative of multiple components, but 
the template recogniZes the multiple components as a group, 
and therefore can present the materials list and cost estimate 
in a cohesive manner. Thus, extraction involves an identi 
?cation of the components and then based on the compo 
nents identi?ed, the attribute information associated With 
those components is retrieved, as previously stored in 
ACCESS or even EXCEL. This code extraction process is 
shoWn as step S17 in FIG. 2. The output of step S17 is a hard 
copy of an equipment list and cost estimate, based on the 
different components included in the substation, as designed. 

[0051] FIG. 3 is a ?oWchart describing a method for 
automatically modifying a pre-existing utility station, such 

Jun. 9, 2005 

as a substation. The process begins in step S100 Where the 
AutoCAD application is launched. The process then pro 
ceeds to step S101 Where a selectable menu presents options 
for modifying an existing facility (step S103), or for select 
ing 115 kV equipment from a particular pull-doWn menu, as 
indicated in step S113. If the user elects the path of the step 
S103, the process then proceeds to step S105, Where the user 
is presented With a dialog box requesting information 
regarding the pre-existing draWing set to be modi?ed. The 
process subsequently proceeds to step S107, Where the 
existing AutoCAD draWing is located and loaded externally 
as an XREF, an externally referenced ?le. This XREF ?le 
may not be modi?ed, but neW components may be added 
thereto. The process then proceeds to step S109, Where the 
draWing set is created. If hoWever, the operator selects the 
path of S113, after performing step S101, the process 
proceeds to alloW selection or modi?cation of unit and 
sub-sWitching station symbols according to modi?cations 
made by the user. The process then proceeds to step S109, 
discussed above. 

[0052] From either step S101 directly, or from step S109, 
the process proceeds to step S115 and then step S17, Which 
performs similar operations to those described in step S15 
and step S17 of FIG. 2. Subsequently, the user has the option 
of making a hard copy of the draWing set. 

[0053] FIGS. 4A and 4B provide a logical ?oW diagram 
for the respective menus, macros and AutoLISP routines 
performed by the present invention. The respective boxes 
are color coded, as seen, indicating Whether the respective 
steps in the process are pull-doWn menu items (dark blue), 
sub-menu items (lighter blue), menu macro operations 
(purple), dialog boxes (grey), AutoLISP routines (yelloW 
shaded), or an EXCEL spreadsheet (yelloW). The process 
begins in step S400 Where the application is started and then 
the process proceeds to step S401 Where a 3-D equipment 
layout/equipment pull-doWn menu is presented. An example 
of this pull-doWn menu is shoWn in FIG. 9. Respective steps 
S403, S413, S419, S423, S427, S443, S451, S457, S465, 
S475, S485, S487, S497, S553, S557, S563, and S571, are 
steps that are accessible by Way of the pull-doWn menu 
presented in step S401. For clarity purposes, only selected 
steps in FIGS. 4A and 4B are discussed herein, as it is 
believed that the logical process How and labels provided on 
the respective labels as Well as the arroWs indicating the 
logical process How for the process is clear. 

[0054] The process proceeds from step S401 to step S403, 
When the user selects the menu item “New Standard 115 kV 
Unit Sub”. Then, as previously discussed, the process pro 
ceeds to step S405, Where the user is provided With a dialog 
box identifying the different items that may be selected by 
the engineer. At this point, the operator has the option of 
going directly into the estimate operation Which is per 
formed in step S409, that provides the dialog information 
that is extracted to a text ?le and provided to the EXCEL 
spreadsheet. On the other hand, if the process proceeds from 
S405 to step S407, the sWitch gear design dialog box is 
presented to the user, for component selection by the user. 
Subsequently, the unit substation routine S14 is performed, 
Where as previously discussed With respect to FIG. 2, the 
substation is designed based on the standard templates and 
prestored symbols, Which Were identi?ed by the user in the 
dialog boxes presented in steps S405 and S407. 
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[0055] In step S413, the operator indicates that the opera 
tor Would like to modify an existing facility, and is presented 
With a dialog boX in step S415, Which receives input from 
the user, and provides that information to the estimate dialog 
information in step S409, and updates the information 
contained in the draWing set, in the eXist routine S417. 

[0056] Each of the remaining steps in FIGS. 4A and 4B, 
folloW a consistent pattern, Where depending on the feature 
to be included in the draWing set, the operator simply selects 
one of the items from the 3-D sub-menu items listed on the 
left-hand side of FIG. 4B. In each case, the process then 
performs a logical How to other routines, selections, as Well 
as dialog boxes, for identifying symbols associated With the 
particular feature to be included in the substation design, and 
then presented as part of a cohesive draWing package, as Was 
the case With the complete design process previously dis 
cussed. As the features and labels of each of the other 
elements are believed to be clear to one of ordinary skill in 
the poWer engineering art, and particularly in the unit 
substation design art, further discussion of the information 
contained in FIGS. 4A and 4B is not believed to be 
necessary, particularly When interpreted in light of the 
complete description provided herein. 

[0057] FIG. 5 is a 3-D perspective vieW of What a typical 
substation may look like after being built from the construc 
tion draWings made With the system and method of the 
present invention. FIG. 6 shoWs examples of particular 
symbols, contained Within the symbol library, as previously 
discussed. In a 3-D rendering of such a substation, according 
to the present invention, a plan vieW of similar structure is 
shoWn in FIG. 7. Aperspective vieW of the substation shoWn 
in FIG. 7, is also shoWn in FIG. 8. For each of the system 
components shoWn in FIGS. 7 and 8, corresponding 
attributes for the components are used to form the materials 
list and cost estimate, as previously discussed. Furthermore, 
symbols for the respective components have been saved in 
the symbol library. 

[0058] FIGS. 9 and 10A-10B have previously been dis 
cussed. 

[0059] FIG. 11 is an exemplary dialog boX that Would be 
presented to a user, prompting the user for information 
regarding the preparation of the materials list and cost 
estimate associated With the substation designed according 
to the present invention. A description of hoW the estimate 
program operates is provided on pages A-l through A-38, 
Which folloW the Abstract. These pages are then folloWed by 
pages A-39 through A-44, Which present supplemental infor 
mation. 

[0060] The processes set forth in the present description 
may be implemented using a conventional general purpose 
microprocessor programmed according to the teachings of 
the present speci?cation, as Will be appreciated to those 
skilled in the relevant art(s). Appropriate softWare coding 
can be readily prepared by skilled programmers based on the 
teachings of the present disclosure, as Will also be apparent 
to those skilled in the relevant arts. 

[0061] The present invention thus also includes a com 
puter-based product that may be hosted on a storage medium 
and include instructions that can be used to program a 
computer to perform a process in accordance With the 
present invention. The storage medium may include, but is 
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not limited to, any type of disk including ?oppy disks, 
optical disks, CD-ROMs, magneto-optical disks, ROMs, 
RAMs, EPROMs, EEPROMs, ?ash memory, magnetic or 
optical cards, or any type of media suitable for storing 
electronic instructions. 

[0062] Obviously, numerous modi?cations and various of 
the present are possible in light of the above teachings. It is 
therefore to be understood that Within the scope of the 
appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherWise 
than as speci?cally described herein. 

1-46. (canceled) 
47. A method for designing an electrical substation, 

comprising: 

receiving user selections corresponding to functional 
requirements for the electrical substation via a user 

interface; 

retrieving representations of components for the electrical 
substation, based on the functional requirements, from 
a database con?gured to store the representations of the 
components; and 

generating at least one substation design, using the func 
tional requirements and the representations of compo 
nents retrieved from the database. 

48. The method of claim 47, further comprising the step 
of: 

outputting at least one of the substation designs. 
49. The computer-implemented method of claim 47, 

Wherein the step of outputting comprises: 

outputting information relating to the substation design to 
one of a document management system, cost manage 
ment system, a display device and server. 

50. The method of claim 47, Wherein 

the electrical substation comprises one of a poWer sub 
station and a sWitching substation. 

51. The method of claim 47, Wherein the step of receiving 
user selections corresponding to functional requirements for 
the electrical substation further comprises: 

presenting a series of options to a user; and 

selecting responses to the presented options via a user 
interface; 

Wherein subsequent options are presented as a function of 
selections of previous options. 

52. The method of claim 47, Wherein the step of gener 
ating at least one substation design comprises: 

processing the selected functional requirements in a 
knoWledge-based system including a user modi?able 
arti?cial intelligence based representation of a decision 
tree de?ned by hierarchical nodes. 

53. The method of claim 47, Wherein the step of retrieving 
representations of components for the electrical substation 
design further comprises: 

creating a database including a stored database represen 
tation of attributes of substation components, the stored 
database representation being consistent With the multi 
level nodal hierarchy of the knoWledge-based system. 






