
US 20050113652A1 

(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. N0.2 US 2005/0113652 A1 

Stark et al. (43) Pub. Date: May 26, 2005 

(54) 

(75) 

(73) 

(21) 

(22) 

REMOTE PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

Inventors: John G. Stark, Deephaven, MN (US); 
Duane Oyen, Maple Grove, MN (US); 
Blair P. Mowery, Bloomington, MN 
(Us) 

Correspondence Address: 
Patterson, Thuente, Skaar & Christensen, RA. 
4800 IDS Center 
80 South 8th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2100 (US) 

Assignee: IZEX Technologies, Inc. 

Appl. No.: 10/997,737 

Filed: Nov. 24, 2004 

Related US. Application Data 

(63) Continuation of application No. 09/339,071, ?led on 
Jun. 23, 1999. 

Publication Classi?cation 

(51) Im. c1? .......................... .. A61B 5/00; A61B 5/103; 
A61B 5/117 

(52) U.S. c1. ....................... .. 600/300; 128/920; 600/595; 
600/500 

(57) ABSTRACT 
Instrumented orthoses With more sophisticated structures 
provide for coordinated support and rehabilitation of com 
pleX joints and multiple injured joints. Improved instru 
mented orthoses can include hinges that can rotate in mul 
tiple different planes. Particularly preferred embodiments 
include a shoulder brace With a hand hold and a loWer 
extremities brace. Preferably, a control unit monitors the 
output of transducers used to instrument the brace. Apatient 
can be prompted by the control unit for the performance of 
a variety of different monitored exercises. 
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REMOTE PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

[0001] CROSS REFERNECE TO RELATED APPLICA 
TIONS 

[0002] This application is a continuation of copending 
US. patent application Ser. No. 09/339,071 to Stark et al., 
entitled “Rehabilitative Orthoses,” incorporated herein by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The invention relates to orthoses useful for the 
rehabilitation of patients With injured joints, Weakened 
joints, and/or neurological de?cits degrading motor control 
or operation of joints. More particularly, the invention 
relates to instrumented orthoses for the performance of 
monitored rehabilitative exercises. 

[0004] Both muscles and bones should be exercised to 
maintain strength. Also, bone fractures that are exposed to 
permissible Weight bearing stress often heal more predict 
ably and more rapidly than fractures that are not stressed at 
all. Improved healing based on application of appropriate 
stress is also believed to be true for connective tissue, such 
as ligaments and cartilage. 

[0005] In the case of neurological injury or degradation, 
the nerve impulse pathWays that control skeletal motor 
functions and joints are interrupted due to loss of brain cells 
or nerve conducting structures. Such neurological injuries 
can result from cerebrovascular accidents such as ischemic 
or hemorrhagic strokes or certain types of head trauma. 
Recovery mechanisms involve creation of neW neurological 
pathWays by retraining the motor functions With different 
surviving brain cells as receptors. This requires physical 
therapy and joint exercise very similar to exercise that is 
advantageous for rehabilitation of joints folloWing orthope 
dic injury. Additionally, joint disuse folloWing such neuro 
logical injury similarly requires orthopedic rehabilitation 
and stress to effect useful recovery, given the secondary 
orthopedic damage resulting from the disuse. 

[0006] Suitable stress can be applied to the tissue by the 
performance of selected exercises. For example, isometric 
exercises generally involves the exertion of force against a 
relatively immovable object. To perform isometric exer 
cises, a restraining device can be used that has a substan 
tially unchanging position for the duration of a particular 
exercise routine. Isotonic exercises involve exertion against 
the same Weight or resistance through a range of motion. 
Isokinetic exercise is designed to mimic exertions that take 
place on a playing ?eld or the like. When performing 
isokinetic exercises in a simulated environment, a machine 
is used to provide resistance in direct proportion to the 
exertion of the exerciser. 

[0007] Isometric exercises are particularly usefull With 
painful injuries to loWer the risk of further injury. If per 
formed in a controlled manner, isometric exercises can be 
performed earlier in the recuperation period to speed recov 
ery. As the patient’s recovery progresses, isotonic exercises 
or other exercises can be used to reestablish a desired range 
of motion about a joint. With continuing recovery, eventu 
ally the patient is able to perform a full range of exercises. 

[0008] A difficulty With the application of stress to an 
injured joint is that the application of excessive stress can 
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further injure the joint rather than assist With the healing. 
Thus, the exercises need to be carefully planned to provide 
appropriate amounts of stress. Also, the performance of the 
exercises should be monitored closely by a physician, physi 
cal therapist or other appropriate health care professional to 
optimiZe the treatment and to reduce the risk of injury. The 
need to carefully plan and closely monitor the exercises 
provides a cost and motivation barrier to accessing desirable 
amounts of exercise. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] In a ?rst aspect, the invention pertains to an instru 
mented orthosis comprising: 

[0010] a support that ?ts around the joint of a patient, 
the support comprising a hinge that can rotate in 
different planes; 

[0011] a position sensor operably connected to the 
hinge such that motion can be measured With respect 
to different rotational motions about the joint; and 

[0012] a control unit operably connected to the posi 
tion sensor to receive signals related to the position 
of the hinge. 

[0013] In another aspect, the invention pertains to method 
of rehabilitating a joint that has a range of motion in a 
plurality of planes. The method involves exercising With an 
orthosis having a hinge that can rotate in different planes. 
The hinge preferably includes a position sensor that can 
provide measurement of the orientation of the hinge in the 
different planes. The orthosis includes a control unit con 
nected to one or more position sensors. 

[0014] In a further aspect, the invention pertains to an 
orthosis comprising: 

[0015] a support that ?ts around a plurality of joints 
of a patient, the support comprising a plurality of 
hinges such that motions about separate hinges cor 
respond to motions about different joints; 

[0016] position sensors operably connected With the 
hinges such that motion can be measured about 
different joints; and 

[0017] a control unit operably connected to the posi 
tion sensors to receive signals related to the position 
of the hinges. 

[0018] Moreover, the invention pertains to a method of 
upper body rehabilitation comprising exercising tWo or more 
adjacent joints using an ambulatory orthosis supporting the 
tWo or more adjacent joints. The orthosis preferably is 
connected to a control unit that provides a target exercise 
routine and immediate feedback on patient performance 
relative to the target exercise routine With respect to motion 
about either of the adjacent joints. 

[0019] In additional aspects, the invention pertains to a leg 
orthosis including: 

[0020] 

[0021] 

[0022] 

[0023] 

an ambulatory support structure including: 

a Waist support; 

an upper leg support; 

a loWer leg support; 
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[0024] a hinge connecting the Waist support With the 
upper leg support; 

[0025] a hinge connecting the upper leg support and 
the loWer leg support; 

[0026] sensors operably connected to the support 
structure to measure forces applied to the support 
structure; and 

[0027] a control unit connected to the sensors to 
receive measurements related to the applied forces. 

[0028] In another aspect, the invention pertains to a 
method of rehabilitating a stroke victim including perform 
ing a set of exercises using an ambulatory orthosis support 
ing the hip and knee. The orthosis preferably is connected to 
a control unit that provides a target exercise routine directing 
the application of forces by the patient at the hip and knee 
and provides immediate feedback on patient performance 
relative to the target routine. 

[0029] In a further aspect, the invention pertains to a 
shoulder orthosis including: 

[0030] an ambulatory shoulder support; 

[0031] a hand hold extending from the shoulder sup 
port; 

[0032] a transducer operably connected to the hand 
hold such that forces applied to the hand hold result 
in an altered signal from the transducer; and 

[0033] a control unit connected to the transducer to 
receive measurements of forces applied to the hand 
hold. 

[0034] The ambulatory shoulder support preferably 
includes a trunk support and an under arm support directly 
or indirectly connected to the trunk support by a hinge, 
preferably a multi-dimensional hinge. 

[0035] In addition, the invention pertains to a method of 
evaluating a patient’s mental condition comprising: 

[0036] collecting ansWers to a set of questions 
regarding the patient’s mental condition using a 
remote controller programmed to pose the questions 
and receive the ansWers; and 

[0037] evaluation of the ansWers by a health care 
professional. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0038] FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective vieW of an 
orthosis for supporting tWo joints. 

[0039] FIG. 2 is a schematic perspective vieW of an 
orthosis With a hinge capable of rotating in multiple planes. 

[0040] FIG. 3 is a schematic perspective vieW of an 
embodiment of a support portion. 

[0041] FIG. 4 is a schematic perspective vieW of an 
alternative embodiment of a support portion. 

[0042] FIG. 5 is a sectional top vieW of a hinge With a 
mechanical locking feature and a position sensor, Where the 
section is taken through the central axis of the hinge. 

[0043] FIG. 6 is a side vieW of a portion of the hinge of 
FIG. 5 With another portion removed. 
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[0044] FIG. 7 is a top vieW of an electromechanical hinge, 
Where a portion of the casing and other structures are 
removed to expose internal structure. 

[0045] FIG. 8 is a sectional, side vieW of the electrome 
chanical hinge of FIG. 7 taken along line 8-8. 

[0046] FIG. 9 is an exploded, perspective vieW of an 
embodiment of a mechanical hinge With an easy to use 
locking mechanism. 

[0047] FIG. 10 is a sectional front vieW of a manual 
resistance unit that can be used With the mechanical hinge of 
FIG. 9. 

[0048] FIG. 11 is a side vieW of an orthosis With an 
articulating hinge connecting tWo support portions. 

[0049] FIG. 12 is a side vieW of a mechanical, biaxial 
hinge. 
[0050] FIG. 13 is a fragmentary, perspective vieW of one 
embodiment of a hinge that provides for motion in tWo 
planes. 
[0051] FIG. 14 is an exploded, perspective vieW of the 
principle components of the hinge of FIG. 13. 

[0052] FIG. 15 is a fragmentary, perspective vieW of an 
alternative embodiment of a hinge that provides for rotation 
in tWo planes. 

[0053] FIG. 16 is a fragmentary, perspective vieW of an 
orthosis With a squeeze ball for the patient’s hand. 

[0054] FIG. 17 is a fragmentary, perspective vieW of an 
orthosis With a squeeZe ball of FIG. 16 and a Wrist hinge. 

[0055] FIG. 18 is a fragmentary, perspective vieW of an 
orthosis With a hand grip. 

[0056] 
[0057] FIG. 20 is a perspective, front vieW of a loWer 
extremity orthosis. 

FIG. 19 is a front vieW of a shoulder orthosis. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0058] Sophisticated instrumented orthoses/braces pro 
vide for more complex and coordinated rehabilitation exer 
cises than previously possible. In particular, certain embodi 
ments are suitable for the rehabilitation of complex joints 
that enable motion in multiple, different planes. These 
complex joints can be rehabilitated much more efficiently 
and appropriately using the more sophisticated orthoses 
described herein. Furthermore, other embodiments of the 
improved orthoses are particularly suitable for the rehabili 
tation of stroke victims. These stroke braces provide suitable 
rehabilitation for patients that have lost motor function on 
one side or both sides of their body. Thus, the rehabilitation 
can involve muscle building as Well as neuro-re?ex retrain 
ing. Using these sophisticated orthoses, many serious inju 
ries/illnesses can be treated more effectively than Was pos 
sible previously and, potentially, at a loWer cost. 

[0059] Certain embodiments of the improved orthoses are 
suitable for the rehabilitation of joints that move in multiple 
planes of motion. Joints that move in multiple planes of 
motion include, for example, shoulder, spine, hip, Wrist and 
ankle/foot. These orthoses include a support structure that 
?ts around the joint and supports the body portions con 
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necting at the joint. The support structure includes one or 
more hinges that provide for motion of the joint in multiple 
planes of motion. Position sensors preferably provide for 
measurements of the position of the hinge in the multiple 
planes of motion. The hinge or hinges preferably provide for 
the measurement of the motion about tWo or more planes of 
motion. The orthoses can include additional types of trans 
ducers, such as strain gauges. Preferred embodiments 
include instrumented shoulder braces that provide for the 
multiple planes of motion of the shoulder. Preferred shoul 
der braces can further include instrumented supports for the 
arm, elboW and/or hand. 

[0060] Certain embodiments of the improved orthoses are 
particularly suitable for use as a stroke brace. Stroke victims 
can lose a signi?cant portion of their motor control on one 
or both sides of their body. These victims need a particularly 
high level of support and can bene?t tremendously from 
appropriate type of rehabilitative exercises. Because stroke 
victims generally have injuries that involve multiple joints, 
a stroke brace includes a support structure that provides 
support for multiple joints. Preferred stroke orthoses include 
an upper extremity brace along With a long leg brace, 
although other embodiments can be used. In preferred 
embodiments, the support structures include hinges provid 
ing for motion of multiple joints. 

[0061] The hinges preferably include position sensors for 
measuring the motion about the hinge. The orthoses can 
include additional types of transducers, such as strain 
gauges. The orthosis can provide for multiple planes motion 
about one or more of the joints. The instrumentation of the 
orthosis generally involves a control unit that is operably 
connected to transducers on the orthosis. The control unit 
can be used to provide feedback and instructions to the 
patient to assist With the retraining of neurological path 
Ways. Instrumentation of the orthosis reduces the need for 
professional intervention. 

[0062] Hand injuries may not be adequately treated by 
standard types of orthoses With hinges. Furthermore, hand 
muscles can atrophy due to inactivity folloWing an arm 
injury. An improved hand orthosis includes an instrumented 
squeeZe device, such as an air-bulb or a foam grip. Gener 
ally, the instrumented squeeZe ball is supported by a support 
that extends, at least, to the patient’s Wrist. In certain 
embodiments, the instrumentation measures the total force 
exerted by the hand onto the squeeZe ball. In other embodi 
ment, the instrumentation provides for measurements of 
forces applied by individual ?ngers. The capability to mea 
sure the force exerted by individual ?ngers is particularly 
suitable for a stroke brace Where redevelopment of neuro 
muscular control of the movement of individual ?ngers is a 
signi?cant consideration. 

[0063] As noted above, preferred embodiments of the 
improved orthoses include a control unit operably connected 
to transducers placed on the orthosis for position, strain or 
other measurements. The control unit preferably includes a 
microprocessor to assist With the monitoring of the reha 
bilitative exercises. Information regarding the compliance 
and performance of the patient can be doWnloaded from the 
control unit for evaluation by a health care professional. 
Microprocessor based control units can provide instruction 
to and prompting of the patient for the performance of the 
selected exercises. The selection of suitable exercises pref 
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erably is performed by a health care professional folloWing 
an examination of the condition of the patient. The control 
unit is programmed accordingly. 

[0064] 1. Orthosis Structure 

[0065] Previous instrumented orthoses are designed for 
placement around a single joint. Support portions support 
the respective body portions that meet at the joint. A 
selectively ?exible connection/hinge connects the support 
portions at or near the joint such that rotation of the hinge 
provides for motion around the joint. Hinges used in these 
orthoses provide for rotation in a single plane. Transducers 
can provide for measurements of strain Within the support 
and/or the position of the hinge. A microprocessor based 
control unit provides for monitoring of the measurements of 
the transducers. To the extent that previous instrumented 
orthoses have extended to multiple joints such as a knee 
brace extending to the foot, the measurements at the second 
joint have not involved rotation of the second joint. In other 
Words, a force detector at the foot measures the force applied 
against the leg as a Whole and not the force due to torque at 
the ankle. Further description of previous instrumented 
orthoses is found in US. Pat. No. 5,484,389 to Stark et al, 
entitled “Instrumented Orthopedic Restraining Device and 
Method of Use,” incorporated herein by reference. 

[0066] Various features of instrumented rehabilitation 
orthoses have been re?ned generally to provide for 
improved performance of the orthosis. Many of these fea 
tures can be adapted for use in the improved orthoses 
described herein. These features are described in detail in 
copending and commonly assigned US. Provisional Appli 
cation Ser. No. 60/098,779 to Stark et al., entitled 
“ORTHOSES FOR JOINT REHABILITATION,” incorpo 
rated herein by reference, hereinafter “application 60/098, 
779”. Certain of these features are described With particu 
larity beloW, as appropriate. While application 60/098,779 is 
incorporated herein in its entirety, it is referred to for 
particular features in additional citations beloW. 

[0067] Improved orthoses described herein provide for 
more sophisticated rehabilitation procedures than previous 
instrumented orthoses. Referring to FIG. 1, certain embodi 
ments of an improved orthosis 100 include a ?rst support 
portion 102, a second support portion 104, and a third 
support portion 106 such that multiple joints can be sup 
ported by orthosis 100. First support portion 102 preferably 
is connected to second support portion 104 by ?exible 
connection/hinge 108. Similarly, second support portion 104 
preferably is connected to third support portion 106 by 
?exible connection/hinge 110. Control unit/controller 112 
can be connected to position sensors, described further 
beloW Within hinges 108 and 110 and to strain gauges 114, 
116. Alternative embodiments can include only one hinge or 
more than tWo hinges, With a correspondingly appropriate 
number of support portions. 

[0068] Support portions 102, 104, 106 can be connected 
directly to hinges 108, 110 or by Way of linkers 118, 120, 
122, 124. In particular, linker 118 links support portion 102 
With hinge 108, linker 120 links support portion 104 With 
hinge 108, linker 122 links support portion 104 With hinge 
110 and linker 124 links support portion 106 With hinge 110. 
Linkers 118, 120, 122, 124 can have any desired rigid 
structure that is suitable given the structure of the support 
portion and the hinge. 
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[0069] Other embodiments 130 of the improved orthoses 
include hinges that provide for the motion of a joint in 
multiple planes. Referring to FIG. 2, ?rst support portion 
132 and second support portion 134 are connected to mul 
tidimensional hinge 136. As described further beloW, mul 
tidimensional hinge 136 can include a plurality of single 
plane hinges or more complex structures. Support portions 
132, 134 can be directly attached to multidimensional hinge 
136 or by Way of linkers 138, 140, respectively. Orthosis 130 
preferably includes, at least, one strain gauge 142 to measure 
forces applied at hinge 136. 

[0070] A variety of constructions can be used for the 
support portions 102, 104, 106, 132, 134 (FIGS. 1 and 2) 
such that a support portion properly supports the respective 
body portion. Referring to FIG. 3, a ?rst embodiment 150 
of a support portion has frame members 152 and 154 that 
extend on either side of a body portion. Straps 156 extend 
from one frame member 152, 154 to the other to hold 
support portion 150 in place around the corresponding body 
portion. Straps 156 can be replaced With fabric sheets or 
other ?exible or rigid connectors. Straps 156 can be secured 
to frame members 152, 154 With any of a variety of 
fasteners, such as snaps, buckles, clamps and hook and loop 
fasteners. The length of straps 156 can be adjusted using 
conventional designs. A rope and pulley system can be used 
for tightening and loosening support structure 150, as 
described further in application 60/098,779. Frame members 
152, 154 connect directly to hinge elements 158, 160, 
although linkers can be used, if desired. 

[0071] Referring to FIG. 4, an alternative embodiment 
166 of a support structure that surrounds the corresponding 
body portion. Support portion 166 generally is someWhat 
rigid and can be constructed from a variety of materials. 
Preferred materials for the construction of support portion 
166 include, for example, molded plastic shells, plaster, 
Water-activated ?berglass, heat moldable thermoplastics, 
heat shrink plastic, and other cast forming materials. Support 
portion 166 can be premolded in various siZes such that a 
particular siZe is selected “off-the-shelf’based on measure 
ments of the patient. Alternatively, support portion 166 can 
be constructed to provide a custom ?t for a particular patient. 
These custom molded support portions are molded to ?t the 
body portions of the particular patient by a trained physician 
or technician. 

[0072] Whether or not a linker is used to connect a 
particular support portion and a hinge, a hinge can involve 
just one or a plurality of distinct hinge elements, as appro 
priate. As used herein, a hinge element is a physically 
distinct structure that has tWo or more lever arms that rotate 
relative to each other. Ahinge includes one hinge element if 
a support portion has a single lever arm connecting it by Way 
of the hinge to the other support portion and more than one 
hinge element if a support portion has multiple lever arms at 
distinct locations of attachment to the support portion. 

[0073] For example, as shoWn in FIG. 2, hinge 136 has a 
single hinge element, Which corresponds to the hinge itself. 
In contrast, in FIG. 3 the hinge includes tWo hinge elements 
158, 160. Similarly, in FIG. 1 each hinge 108, 110 is 
depicted With tWo hinge elements. More than tWo hinge 
elements can be included in a single hinge, although it is 
preferably to use one or tWo hinge elements per hinge. 
Support structure 166 in FIG. 4 can be attached to one hinge 
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element or tWo hinge elements by direct attachment or using 
appropriate linkers. The hinge elements are placed such that 
the joint can rotate When the orthosis is properly placed 
around the joint and the hinge elements are not in a locked 
position. 
[0074] When forces are applied by the patient against the 
orthosis, the orthosis tends to change position relative to the 
patient’s joint. This shifting reduces the effectiveness of any 
exercises being performed With the orthosis and may neces 
sitate realignment of the orthosis for proper ?t. The orthosis 
can be designed to reduce or eliminate this shifting. 

[0075] A ?rst approach to prevent a knee orthosis from 
slipping during exercise is to construct the orthosis With 
indentations in the femur supracondylar area just above the 
knee. An alternative solution involves the use of additional 
securing cuffs. Securing cuffs are designed to be tightened 
more during exercise routines to help secure the orthosis 
relative to the joint. Securing cuffs include a gripping 
element and, for example, can be placed against the leg 
above the knee such that When tightened, the gripping 
element applies pressure above the kneecap and pushes on 
the knee Without pushing on the vasculature and lymphatic 
drainage posteriorly. In other embodiments, the securing 
cuff can be appropriately placed. Cuffs 270, 272 can be 
tightened With a variety of fasteners including hook and loop 
fasteners. 

[0076] Another approach to securing the orthosis involves 
securing the orthosis to a belt by Way of one or more straps. 
Still another approach involves reducing the friction of the 
surface contacting the orthosis or part of the orthosis, for 
example, using a high friction, polymer sleeve. Still another 
approach to securing the orthosis involves the placement of 
crossed straps behind the joint. The straps apply forces that 
tend to maintain the straps in the fold of the joint. Further 
more, for a knee orthosis, the orthosis can end With a heel 
cup or other support placed along the bottom of the foot. 
Such a foot support preferably includes a strap or the like 
around the foot to hold the bottom of the orthosis at the 
bottom of the foot and, thus, to ?x the hinge roughly at the 
knee. 

[0077] With any of these approaches for inhibiting ortho 
sis motion during use, the method preferably distributes the 
restraining forces suf?ciently such that no portion of the skin 
is subject to excessive pressures that could bruise the skin as 
Well as damage or interfere With neural or circulatory 
functions. Most of these approaches for preventing move 
ment of the support portions are described further in the 
60/098,779 application. 

[0078] Hinges 108, 110, 136 (FIGS. 1 and 2) are intended 
to be interpreted broadly as any ?exible connection that 
provides for angular motion of one support portion relative 
to another support portion. Hinges 108, 110, 136 preferably 
can be locked at a selected angle to protect the joint from 
undesired motion and/or to provide for isometric exercises. 
Hinges 108, 110 can be mechanical, electromechanical or a 
combination thereof, as described further beloW. In preferred 
embodiments, the hinge/?exible connection includes a posi 
tion sensor such that the relative orientation of the hinge can 
be measured and monitored by the controller 112. For 
example, US. Pat. No. 5,052,375, to Stark et al. entitled 
“Instrumented Orthopedic Restraining Device and Method 
of Use,” incorporated herein by reference, discloses the use 
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of a potentiometer-like mechanism used as a position sensor. 
Other suitable position sensors can be used, such as mag 
netic or optical sensors that are either digital or analog 
devices. Position sensing is useful for the evaluation of 
range-of-motion exercises and a variety of other exercises, 
as described further in the 60/098,779 application. 

[0079] An embodiment of a suitable mechanical hinge 
capable of locking and unlocking is shoWn in FIG. 5. Hinge 
180 includes a ?rst engaging member 182 and a second 
engaging member 184. Members 182, 184 have teeth 186, 
188, respectively, that engage When hinge 180 is in a locked 
position. Knob 190 is used to rotate bolt 192. Second 
engaging member 184 includes a threaded screW hole 194 
that is mated With bolt 192 such that rotation of knob 190 
moves knob 190 relative to member 184. Spring 196 tends 
to separate members 182, 184 from each other to the extent 
alloWed by the relative position of bolt 192 Within threaded 
hole 194. Clip 198 Within recess 200 prevents separation of 
bolt 192 from member 184. Referring to FIG. 6, strain 
gauges 202 are located on frame 204. Frame 204 can be a 
linker betWeen hinge 180 and a support portion or a com 
ponent of a support portion. 

[0080] Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, hinge 180 includes a 
position sensing device in the form of a variable resister. In 
particular, member 184 includes tWo ?exible Wiper arms 
210, 212. Wiper arms 210, 212 are in electrical contact With 
each other such that current can ?oW betWeen them. Flexible 
Wiper arm 210 contacts resistance element 214, While ?ex 
ible Wiper arm 212 contacts conducting element 216. Resis 
tance element 214 and conducting element 216 have an 
electrical potential difference betWeen them. Resistance ele 
ment 214 has an electrical connection 218 at one end such 
that the electrical resistance resulting from current ?oW 
through resistance element 214 depends on the position of 
Wiper arm 212 as determined by the relative angular orien 
tation of member 184 relative to member 182. Wires 220 
provide for electrical connection of resistance element 214 
and conducting element 216 directly or indirectly to con 
troller 112. 

[0081] Referring to FIG. 7, an electromechanical hinge 
240 is shoWn. Hinge 240 includes a ?rst element 242, Which 
connects to a ?rst support portion 244, and a second element 
246, Which connect to a second support portion 248. Second 
element 246 connects With axle 250, Which rotates Within 
shaft 252 such that second element 246 can rotate relative to 
?rst element 242. Axle 250 is secured With nut 254. Shaft 
252 passes through armature 256. Armature 256 is held 
Within case 258. Case 258 is secured to ?rst element 242. 

[0082] Lead 270 electrically connects stator coil 272 
Within stator housing 274 With a current source. Stator coil 
272 is designed to attract armature 256 When suf?cient 
magnetic ?eld is generated by electric current ?oWing 
through stator coil 272. The current can be supplied from 
controller 112. When armature 256 is attracted to stator coil 
272, a pair of free riding discs 276, 278 are gripped betWeen 
armature 256 and stator housing 274. Outer disc 276 is made 
preferably from a suitable metal, and inner disc 278 is made 
preferably from a suitable polymeric material to provide for 
a smooth grip betWeen the surfaces and to prevent Wear 
betWeen the surfaces. A spring 280 biases armature 256 
aWay from stator housing 274 When the magnetic attraction 
betWeen coil 272 and armature 256 is insuf?cient to over 
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come the forces of spring 280. Suf?cient attraction betWeen 
coil 272 and armature 256 locks ?rst element 242 relative to 
second element 246. 

[0083] In preferred embodiments, a hinge provides select 
able resistance to rotation for the performance of isotonic 
exercises. For example in the embodiment of FIG. 7, lesser 
amounts of attraction betWeen coil 272 and armature 256 
can result in selectable amounts of resistance/friction in the 
rotation of ?rst element 242 relative to second element 246. 
The selectable resistance can be adjusted With controller 102 
by varying the current supplied by controller 102 to stator 
coil 272. 

[0084] Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, a position sensor/ 
variable resistor includes a resistance element 290 and Wirer 
arm 292. Resistance element 290 is connected to case 258. 
Wiper arm 292 is keyed to rotate With axle 250 such that 
rotation of second element 246 relative to ?rst element 242 
rotates Wiper arm 292 to different angular positions along 
resistance element 290. Conductor arm 294 provides current 
to Wiper arm 292. Conductor arm is electrically insulated 
relative to case 258 While providing electrical connection by 
Way of connection 296. Resistance element 290 is connected 
to electrical connection 298. Resistance measurements can 
be made by Way of connectors 296, 298. Resistance mea 
surements are a function of the angular position of support 
portion 244 relative to second support portion 248. 

[0085] Mechanical and electromechanical hinges are 
described further in US. Pat. No. 5,484,389 to Stark et al., 
incorporated herein by reference. In particular, a suitable 
electromechanical hinge With variable resistance control 
lable by Way of controller 112 is described further in 
published PCT application WO 96/36278, entitled “An 
Orthopedic Device Supporting TWo or More Treatment 
Systems and Associated Methods,” incorporated herein by 
reference. 

[0086] A preferred embodiment of a left, mechanical 
hinge 300 is shoWn in FIG. 9. This hinge has a construction 
that provides for particularly easy release of the lock by a 
patient With one hand. The orientation of the hinge is 
measured by a position sensor to assist the patient in 
resetting the lock at a desired orientation. A right hinge 
Would be the mirror image of the hinge in FIG. 9. 

[0087] Hinge 300 includes a outer plate 302, Washer 304, 
locking unit 306, ring lever 308, electrical resistance disc 
310 and inner plate 312. Outer plate 302 is connected to a 
frame member 318. Strain gauge 319 can be attached to 
frame member 318. Outer plate 302 and inner plate 312 
include concentric stop holes 320, bolt holes 322, connec 
tion holes 324 and slot 326. The corresponding holes are 
aligned betWeen left outer plate 302 and inner plate 312. 

[0088] One or tWo stop pins can be placed through tWo 
aligned stop holes 320 in outer plate 302 and inner plate 312 
to de?ne limits of hinge rotation. Bolts or other fasteners are 
secured through bolt holes 322 to hold hinge 300 together. 
Electrical resistance disc 310 rests Within a holloW 338 
Within inner plate 312. Electrical resistance disc 310 makes 
electrical contact With Wire 340. 

[0089] Locking unit 306 includes control disc 346, slider 
348, slider spring 350 and lock-out latch 352. Control disc 
346 includes bolt holes 322 and a slit 354 in Which slider 348 
slides. Slider 348 has a groove 356 and an indentation 358 
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With a catch 360. Lock-out latch 352 has a knob 362 and a 
bar 364. Bar 364 slides Within slots 326 and can ?t Within 
groove 356 to hold slider 348 in a depressed, unlocked, 
position. 

[0090] Ring lever 308 is connected With a frame member 
370. Ring lever 308 has an opening 372 With a diameter 
slightly larger than the diameter of control disc 346 such that 
control disc 346 can ?t Within opening 372. Control disc 346 
preferably has a thickness slightly larger than ring lever 308. 
Aset of concentric, notches 374 are located around the edge 
of opening 372 of ring lever 308. Catch 360 of slider 348 ?ts 
Within the notches 374 to lock the hinge at a particular 
orientation When slider 348 is in an extended position. 
Depressing slider 348 against the force of spring 350 dis 
engages catch 360 from one of the notches 374 such that 
hinge 300 is free to rotate Within the bounds establishes by 
any stop pins. Ring lever 308 includes an electrical contact 
376 set Within a hole 378 that contacts electrical resistance 
disc 310. Electrical contact 476 is connected by Wire 380 to 
controller 112 or alternative resistance meter. 

[0091] Outer plate 302, inner plate 312, ring lever 308, 
control ring 346, lock-out latch 352 and slider 348 prefer 
ably are made from rigid, durable materials. In particular, 
outer plate 302 and inner plate 312 are preferably made from 
an aluminum alloy, and ring lever 308, control ring 346, 
lock-out slide 352 and slider 348 preferably are made from 
stainless steel. Spring 350 generally Would be made from 
resilient steel or the like. Washer 304 and stop pin 330 
generally are made from polytetra?uoroethylene or the like. 
Electrical resistance disc 310 can be made from circuit board 
material With a resistance element screen-printed on its 
surface. 

[0092] Frame members 318 and 370 extend from hinge 
300 such that movement of frame member 318 relative to 
frame member 370 involves rotation of hinge 300. When 
hinge 300 rotates, outer ring 302 and inner ring 312 rotate 
relative to ring lever 308. Outer ring 302, inner ring 312 and 
control disc 346 are held ?xed With respect to each other by 
Way of bolts passing through bolt holes 322. The orientation 
of hinge 300 is locked unless slider 348 is depressed such 
that catch 360 is WithdraWn from notches 372. Lock-out 
slide 352 can hold slider 348 in the depressed, unlocked 
position. The position of ring lever 308 relative to inner ring 
312 can be measured by Way of the position of electrical 
contact 376 along electrical resistance disc 310. The relative 
position of electrical contact 376 along electrical resistance 
disc 310 provides a variable electrical resistance useful for 
position/orientation sensing. 

[0093] It may be convenient to provide for release of a 
hinge With a remote control. The release of an electrome 
chanical hinge using a command from the controller is 
described above. It may be desirable to have a simple 
mechanical remote release. A simple photographic shutter 
release can be adapted for this purpose With the hinge of 
FIG. 9. The shutter release can be screWed at its threaded tip 
into hinge 300 at threaded hole 394 in control ring 346. 
Pressing the plunger of the cable release advances a cable, 
Which in turn depresses slider 348 thereby unlocking hinge 
300. Alternative designs for mounting of a manual hinge 
release involve pulling a plunger that in turn pulls slider 348 
such that the lock is disengaged and such that releasing the 
plunger reestablishes the hinge lock. 
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[0094] While electronic control of the resistance in a 
?exible connection/hinge has advantages, cost and design 
simplicity favors a purely mechanical hinge. Referring to 
FIG. 10, With a purely mechanical hinge, such as shoWn in 
FIG. 5, strain gauge readings can be accurately calibrated to 
re?ect the forces applied to move the hinge against a setting 
on a mechanical resistance applicator. Thus, control unit 112 
can be used to monitor the isotonic exercises even though 
the resistance is not electronically controlled. A mechanical 
resistance applicator can be made integral With the hinge, 
but in preferred embodiments the resistance unit can be 
separated from the hinge such that no resistance is applied 
to the hinge When resistance is not desired. A resistance 
applicator can designed to amplify small changes in the 
resistance that correlate With easily made changes in the 
position of a knob. 

[0095] Referring to FIG. 10, a cross section through the 
center of an embodiment of resistance applicator 400 is 
shoWn. Resistance applicator 400 includes housing 404, a 
crank 406, a compression structure 408, knob 410, bearing 
unit 412, Washer 414 and spacers 416. 

[0096] Housing 404 includes lock pins 428. A second lock 
pin is not shoWn in the sectional draWing. Lock pins 328 
provide releasable connection for attachment of resistance 
applicator 400 to a hinge, such as hinge 300 of FIG. 9. In 
particular, lock pins 428 of resistance applicator 400 can be 
secured through connection holes 324 to releasably secure 
resistance applicator 400 in an operable position With 
respect to hinge 300. Alternative locking approaches can be 
used for the attachment of the friction applicator to the 
hinge. Housing 404 includes threaded hole 432 for engaging 
knob 410. Housing 404 further includes cylindrical protru 
sion 438 for engaging compression structure 408. 

[0097] Crank 406 includes cylindrical extension 454 for 
engaging compression structure 408 and pads 458, Which 
engage a support portion, such that rotation of the hinge of 
the orthosis rotates crank 406 relative to housing 404. 

[0098] Compression structure 408 provides for small 
changes in the resistance due to changes in the distance 
betWeen Washer 414 and housing 404 as knob 410 is rotated, 
thus amplifying resistance changes by Way of the knob. 
Compression structure 408 generally produces friction as a 
result of shear forces Within compression structure 408 due 
to relative motion of housing 404 and crank 406. In one 
embodiment, compression structure 408 includes alternating 
crank discs and housing discs to form a multiple clutch plate. 
Crank discs engage crank 406, such that the crank discs 
rotate With crank 406. Housing discs have a central hole 
shaped to engage protrusion 438 in housing 404, such that 
housing discs rotate With housing 404. 

[0099] Knob 310 includes a threaded shaft 482 With 
threads and diameter suitable for engaging the threads of 
threaded hole 432 in housing 404. Bearing unit 412 prefer 
ably includes a ring of ball bearings in a bearing case. 
Bearing unit 412 can be replaced With other bearing struc 
tures or other friction reducing approaches such as hydro 
bearings. 

[0100] Washer 414 has a suitable inner diameter such that 
threaded shaft 482 can pass through the inner diameter but 
bearing unit 412 cannot pass. Washer 414 has an outer 
diameter such that Washer 414 rests on extension 454 of 



US 2005/0113652 A1 

crank 406 covering the opening to compression unit 408 
between housing 404 and crank 406. TWo optional spacers 
preferably are located With one on each side of compression 
unit 408. The spacers have the shape of a Washer but With a 
suitably larger inner diameter and smaller outer diameter 
than Washer 414 such that the spacers ?t Within the cavity 
betWeen crank 406 and housing 404. 

[0101] The primary components of the resistance applica 
tor 400 preferably are made from metals and/or alloys. 
Aluminum alloys and stainless steel are suitable metals for 
the construction of housing and crank components. Rigid 
polymers can be used in place of metals for the housing and 
crank elements. The spacers preferably are made of brass. 
The housing disc preferably is made from spring steel, and 
the crank disc preferably is made from spring tempered 
phosphor bronZe. The bearing case can be made from 
Nylon®. 
[0102] Resistance applicator 400 is designed to attach to a 
hinge such that housing 404 moves With a frame member 
attached to one side of the hinge While crank 406 moves With 
a frame member attached to the other side of the hinge. Thus, 
rotation of the hinge results in rotation of housing 404 
relative to crank 406. Tightening of knob 410 presses Washer 
414 doWn onto compression unit 408. Housing rings and 
crank rings rotate relative to each other When housing 404 
moves relative to crank 406. Increasing the pressure on 
compression unit 408 results in increased resistance in the 
rotation of housing 404 relative to crank 406 because of 
friction betWeen housing rings and crank rings. This design 
provides for sensitive adjustment rotational resistance by 
rotation of knob 410. The improved hinge 300 shoWn in 
FIG. 9 combined With the improved resistance applicator 
400 is described further in the 60/098,779 application. 

[0103] In alternative embodiments, a hinge takes the form 
of an articulating hinge 490, as shoWn in FIG. 11. Articu 
lating hinge 490 can be made With resilient collapsible 
materials such as a bendable straW, sliding sections that can 
slide past each other to articulate, or other similar construc 
tions. Sliding sections can be locked relative to one another 
by Way of clamps 492 attached to slots 494 de?ning a range 
of motion, Where the clamps are tightened manually With 
Wing nuts or the like, or electronically With solenoids or the 
like. As shoWn in FIG. 11, articulating hinge 490 is con 
nected to tWo support portions 166 that surround the corre 
sponding body portions. Alternatively, one or both support 
portions 166 can be replaced With other types of support 
portions or by linkers that connect the support portions to 
hinge 490. 
[0104] Certain joints such as the knee are cams that do not 
involve rotation about a single axis. Abiaxial hinge can be 
used to more closely approximate the motion of the joint 
cam. A biaxial hinge 500 generaliZing on the structure of 
hinge 300 is shoWn in FIG. 11. Biaxial hinge 500 includes 
a proximal arm 502 and a distal arm 504. Proximal arm 502 
includes teeth, Which engage teeth on distal arm 504. 
Proximal arm 502 further includes lock notches and an 
electrical contact for position (orientation) sensing. A con 
trol ring operates similarly to control ring 346 in hinge 300 
to control the locking/unlocking of the hinge. Further details 
on biaxial hinge 500 can be found in the 60/098,779 
application. 
[0105] Orthosis 130 shoWn in FIG. 2 includes hinge 136 
capable of rotation in multiple planes to provide for multiple 
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ranges of motion about a single joint. A?rst embodiment of 
a hinge capable of motion in multiple planes is shoWn in 
FIG. 13 and an exploded vieW in FIG. 14. Hinge 510 
includes rod 512 that moves Within sleeve 514. Sleeve 514 
has four resilient sections 516 that form a truncated conical 
shape. Sleeve 514 further has threads 518. Cap 520 ?ts over 
and screWs onto sleeve 514. Cap 520 includes Worm gear 
threads 522. Lever 524 has mated Worm gear threads 526 to 
complete the Worm gear With lever 524 adjacent cap 520. 

[0106] Cap 520 can be screWed to varying degrees to 
increase or decrease the tension at resilient sections 516. 
Tension at resilient sections 516 grips rod 512 to a corre 
sponding degree. The Worm gear comprising threads 522 
and 526 can be used to screW cap 520 on to or off from 
sleeve 514. The Worm gear is advanced by the rotation of 
lever 524. 

[0107] Hinge 510 moves in tWo degrees of freedom, With 
one degree of freedom corresponding to the rod 512 moving 
into or out from sleeve 514. The rotation of rod 512 provides 
motion in the second degree of freedom. ScreWing cap 520 
suf?ciently locks both degrees of freedom. Hinge 510 can be 
incorporated into a shoulder orthosis such that motion of the 
rod 512 into and out from sleeve 514 provides for movement 
of the patient’s elboW toWard or aWay from the torso While 
rotation of rod 514 provides for movement of the arm toWard 
the front or toWard the rear. 

[0108] In preferred embodiments, hinge 510 includes 
position sensors such that the orientation in each degree of 
freedom can be measured. In one embodiment, rod 512 
includes a resistive element 530 that can be used to contact 
a conductive brush Within sleeve 514. Resistive element 530 
can be used to measure the position of rod 512 as it projects 
to varying degrees Within shaft 512. Slimily, rod 512 can 
further include a conductive brush 532 that contacts a 
resistive element. Brush 512 can be used to measure the 
orientation of rod 512 depending on the rotation of rod 512 
Within sleeve 514. 

[0109] A second multidimensional hinge 540 is displayed 
in FIG. 15. Hinge 540 includes a ?rst hinge 542 attached to 
a ?rst lever arm 544. Asecond lever arm 546 links ?rst hinge 
542 With second hinge 548. Rotation about the ?rst hinge 
involves relative rotational motion of ?rst lever arm 544 
relative to second lever arm 546 and second hinge 548. Third 
lever arm 550 is attached to second hinge 548, such that 
rotation about second hinge 548 rotates second lever arm 
546 relative to third lever arm 550. 

[0110] Preferably, ?rst hinge 542 and second hinge 548 are 
separately lockable, and, optionally, have adjustable resis 
tance. Designs for single plane hinges described above can 
be used for ?rst hinge 542 and second hinge 548. These 
hinges have position sensors, such that the orientation of 
each hinge can be measured. Multidimensional hinge 540 
can be used advantageously in orthoses for joints that move 
in multiple planes. For example, hinge 540 can be used in a 
shoulder brace Where one of lever arms 544 and 550 moves 
With the patient’s arm While the other is ?xed to their 
abdomen. 

[0111] Strain gauges 114, 116, 142 can be useful for the 
performance of both isometric and isotonic exercises. Strain 
gauges can be placed at any suitable location such that the 
strain in the underlying material re?ects the torque applied 
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between tWo respective ?exibly connected body portions 
surrounding the joint of interest. Suitable locations for the 
strain gauges involve placement of the strain gauges on a 
structure that is attached to the corresponding hinge. The 
strain gauges generally are located on a rigid element near 
the hinge that is under stress When torque is applied to the 
hinge. Since different structures have different relationships 
betWeen the support portions and the hinge, the preferred 
locations for the strain gauges depend on the particular 
construction of the orthosis. 

[0112] Whether monitoring isometric exercises or isotonic 
exercises, strain measurements obtained by Way of a strain 
gauge can be correlated With the corresponding forces 
applied by the patient. Strain gauges 114, 116 are connected 
to controller 112, Which evaluates the strain based on the 
electrical properties of the strain gauge. Suitable strain 
gauges are available from Vishay Micromeasurements 
Group (Raleigh, NC.) (e.g., type 125AD, part number 
EK-XX-125AD-350 With dual copper pads), or JP Tech 
nologies (San Bernardino, Calif). Evaluation of the strain is 
discussed further beloW in the context of controller 112. 

[0113] As noted above, for a variety of treatments, it is 
useful to incorporate an instrumented hand hold. Referring 
to FIG. 16, a hand hold 600 is mounted on top of a support 
602. Support 602 projects from a arm rest 604. Support 602 
should have a height for comfortable gripping of hand hold 
600. In preferred embodiments, arm rest 604 forms part of 
an instrumented orthosis that, at least, extends past a 
patient’s elboW. Arm rest 604 can be part of a shoulder 
brace, as described further beloW. Hand hold 600 can have 
any comfortable shape for gripping, such as spherical or 
cylindrical. 

[0114] As shoWn in FIG. 17, arm rest 604 can include a 
Wrist hinge 606. Wrist hinge 606 preferably includes a 
position sensor, a position lock and adjustable friction, as 
described above With respect to preferred embodiments of 
various hinge designs. Hand hold 600 rests on a hand 
support 608 that connects to arm rest 604 through Wrist 
hinge 606. As shoWn in FIG. 17, hand hold 600 rests on 
hand support 608 Without elevation With a support 602. 

[0115] Hand hold 600 can be a bladder ?lled With a ?uid, 
such as a gas, liquid or a pseudo-liquid formed by a granular 
material or the like. Alternatively, hand hold 600 can be 
formed from a compressible material, such as a foam or the 
like. The degree of compressibility can be selected to obtain 
a suitable amount of exercise from hand hold 600. If hand 
hold 600 is ?lled With a ?uid, hand hold 600 can include one 
or more valves 610. Valve 610 can be used to add or remove 

?uid from hand hold 600 to vary the nominal pressure in ball 
600. 

[0116] Hand hold 600 preferably includes a pressure sen 
sor 612 or a strain gauge. Pressure sensor 612 can be used 
to measure the amount of force applied by a patient When 
squeezing hand hold 600. When hand hold 600 is squeeZed, 
the pressure increases in hand hold 600, if hand hold 600 
contains a ?uid. A strain gauge measures forces applied to 
squeeZe ball 600 according to the increased strain along the 
surface of ball 600. Pressure sensor 612 and/or a strain 
gauge generally are connected to controller 112 by Wire 614. 

[0117] Suitable strain gauges Were described above. Pres 
sure sensor 612 can be any reasonable type. A variety of 
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suitable pressure sensors are commercially available. Pre 
ferred pressure sensors include the MPX series of pressure 
sensors manufactured by Motorola because of their linear 
output and small siZe, and NPP 301A from Lucas Novasen 
sor, Fremont Calif., Which are small and inexpensive. Other 
suitable pressure sensors use silver oxide ink surfaces sepa 
rated by a dielectric material or pieZoelectric materials that 
produce a voltage When stressed. 

[0118] In an alternative embodiment, the orthosis includes 
a hand grip 630, as shoWn in FIG. 18. Hand grip 630 can be 
mounted in the same Way With respect to an arm support 604 
as squeeZe ball 600. Hand grip 630 includes ?nger rests 632. 
Finger rests 632 are indentations that provide a speci?c 
location for resting each ?nger. In preferred embodiments, 
hand grip 630 includes pressure sensors/strain gauges 634 in 
the vicinity of each ?nger rest 632. Pressure sensors/strain 
gauges 634 can be used to measure the force approximately 
corresponding to the force applied by a particular ?nger. 
Pressure sensors/strain gauges 634 are connected to control 
ler 112 by Way of Wires 636. 

[0119] Hand grip 630 generally includes some compart 
mentatiZation such that forces applied by one ?nger are 
approximately segregated in effect Within a corresponding 
compartment. Thus, if hand grip 630 includes a ?uid or 
?uids, the ?uids can be placed Within separate compartments 
for each ?nger, preferably separated by a relatively rigid 
barrier. Similarly, a compressible material, e.g., a foam, 
supporting each ?nger can be similarly separated by a 
relatively rigid barrier. 

[0120] An instrumented orthosis can be con?gured to 
delivery one or more monitored, therapeutic energy treat 
ments along With the capability of performing monitored 
exercise. The therapeutic energy is delivered by Way of an 
energy transducer. Suitable types of energy transducers 
include, for example, ultrasonic transducers, pulsed electro 
magnetic ?eld transducers, implantable electrical current 
transducers, surface electrical current transducers, and elec 
trical muscle contraction stimulator. The transducers are 
located at an appropriate position to provide treatment for 
the injured area. The transducers preferably are controlled 
and monitored by controller 112. Further discussion of 
combined treatment approaches using exercise and/or 
energy propagating transducers are described in published 
PCT application WO 96/36278, entitled “An Orthopedic 
Device Supporting TWo or More Treatment Systems and 
Associated Methods,” incorporated herein by reference. 

[0121] In simpli?ed embodiments, controller 112 may just 
include analog circuits and a suitable display. In preferred 
embodiments, controller 112 includes a digital processor to 
provide a more sophisticated interface With the patient 
and/or With a health care professional and to perform more 
involved monitoring functions. The digital processor pref 
erably is a microprocessor. The digital processor can be 
programmed in any of a variety of computer languages 
including, for example, basic, assembler, C, C++ and the 
like. Preferably, controller 232 is portable, Which in this 
context means that the controller is small enough to be 
ambulatory With the patient. More preferably, controller 112 
is small enough to be held in the hand of a patient, and even 
more preferably to be placed in a standard shirt pocket. 

[0122] A preferred microprocessor based controller 112 
has several subsystems including a poWer supply such as a 
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battery, a transducer bias circuit such as described below, 
A/D converters, a microprocessor, real time clock, RAM and 
non-volatile storage such as FLASH, SRAM or EEPROM, 
a graphic display such as a 64><128 pixel LCD display With 
a corresponding driver, keypad, audible or tactile feedback 
device, data link to transducer, and an integral modem or 
RS232 standard output for serial connection or modem 
access. 

[0123] In one particular embodiment, the microprocessor 
is a Motorola MC68HC11A1FN 8-bit microcontroller With 
built-in deep sleep shutdoWn mode for poWer conservation 
betWeen active events, a programmable serial interface and 
an 8-channel, 8-bit A/D converter. In this embodiment, 
controller 232 can provide analog multiplexing and A/D 
conversion for up to 8 analog input signals over a voltage 
range from 0.0 to +5.0 volts. For example, three of the 
channels can be devoted to provide signal conditioning for 
up to three strain gauges, and three of the channels can be 
devoted to providing signal conditioning for up to three 
position (angle) sensors. The remaining tWo input channels 
then can be used for additional treatment devices. If desired, 
added sensors can be handled by multiplexing and duty 
cycling. 
[0124] In this preferred embodiment, the controller mod 
ule memory includes SRAM, FLASH and EEPROM, Where 
each section is independently addressable. Each section can 
support, at least, 32K Words With 8-bits (1 byte) per Word. 
The EEPROM supports in-circuit reprogramming by Way of 
the microcontroller serial channel for code updates. The 
FLASH memory provides non-volatile storage of recorded 
data. The real time clock is battery poWered to alloW time 
keeping to continue When the microcontroller circuitry is off 
The real time clock is capable of generating periodic inter 
rupts at a programmable rate to poWer sWitching circuitry to 
activate the microcontroller during an alert mode of opera 
tion. 

[0125] The RS-232 interface consists of three conductor 
(T><D, R><D and GND) jack type connector With a mechani 
cal sWitch to automatically sWitch poWer on to all on-board 
electronics When the plug is inserted. The baud rate of the 
interface is programmable With standard rates such as 9600 
and 19200. Asuitable display is a DensitronTM LE3328 LCD 
With Hitachi HD61202 and HD61203 LCD controller chip 
sets. The display can be run With a ?ve volt supply that can 
be separate or not from the poWer supply for the rest of 
controller 232. In this embodiment, a three key keypad is 
interfaced With the microcontroller. 

[0126] All of the components of controller 112 can be 
placed on the orthosis or in a separate case. The components 
of controller 112 can be integrated into a single package or 
physically partitioned into portions mounted on the orthosis 
frame and/or portions placed into one or more small cases. 

[0127] Controller 112 preferably stores a softWare pro 
gram that manages the use of the device for patient reha 
bilitation. The softWare can provide for alerting the patient 
to scheduled times for the performance of exercises using 
audible and/or vibratory signals. Controller 112 preferably 
provides instructions on the exercises as Well as feedback 
and reinforcement messages to the patient. The softWare 
preferably is custom programmed for the patient by a health 
care professional based on an evaluation of the patient’s 
condition. Approaches for programming the control unit is 
described further in the 60/098,779 application. 
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[0128] Stored information relating to the patient’s perfor 
mance of exercises generally is doWnloaded to the super 
vising health care professional at speci?ed intervals. The 
doWnload of the information can be performed in a variety 
of Ways. If the patient goes to the of?ce of the health care 
professional, controller 112 can be directly connected to the 
monitor station/computer using the RS232 port or other port 
using suitable protocols including standard protocols. Alter 
natively, controller 112 can be attached to a modem by Way 
of the RS232 port or other suitable port. Since With certain 
embodiments the ?le siZes are relatively small, a single chip, 
9 volt supply RockWell® 2400 baud or 9600 baud modem 
can be used. Controller 112 can be in radio communication 
With a monitor station. Controller 112 then Would include a 
radio transmitter and, optionally, a receiver. Radio commu 
nication With a monitor station is described further and US. 
Pat. No. 5,823,975 entitled “Local Monitoring System For 
an Instrumented Orthopedic Restraining Device and Meth 
ods Therefore,” incorporated herein by reference. The dis 
play or a television set similarly can be in communication 
With controller 112 by Way of radio transmissions or infrared 
communication such that a Wire attachment is not necessary. 
Additional features of the controller are describe in the 
60/098,779 application. 

[0129] In order for the value of electrical resistance asso 
ciated With a strain gauge to be useable as a measure of 

applied stress during isometric exercises, the values must be 
referenced to a “null” valve approximately corresponding to 
a value When no strain is applied to the orthosis. The null 
value can be set by a manual adjustment performed by the 
health care professional or by the patient. The “null” value, 
hoWever, is preferably established automatically Without the 
need for calibration by the user. Furthermore, the variations 
in the resistance due the strain gauge preferably are con 
verted into a voltage value that is ampli?ed to make ef?cient 
use of an analog-to-digital converter With a speci?ed 
number of binary digits. A preferred summing ampli?er 
circuit for calibrated strain gauge measurement is described 
in detail in the 60/098,779 application. 

[0130] Further aspects of the improved orthoses are illus 
trated by reference to three particular preferred embodi 
ments. 

[0131] A. Shoulder Brace 

[0132] Referring to FIG. 19, a preferred embodiment of a 
shoulder brace 700 includes trunk support 702, under arm 
support 704, upright support 706, shoulder hinge 708, arm 
support 710, elboW hinge 712, fore arm extension 714 and 
controller 716. Trunk support 702 includes a padded hip rest 
730 contoured to rest comfortably against a patient’s hip and 
distribute any doWnWard forces over a reasonable area. 
Padded hip rest 730 can include a relatively rigid shell, made 
from ?ber glass, polytetra?uorethylene other suitable poly 
mers, metal or the like. Padding, such as cloth covered foam 
padding, can be placed adjacent the rigid shell. Trunk 
support 702 generally further includes a strap 732, Which 
can Wrap around a patient’s Waist to secure trunk support 
702. Strap 732 preferably has an adjustable length, optional 
padding 734 and a fastener component 736, such as a portion 
of a hook-and-loop fastener, a buckle or any other suitable 
fastener component. A second fastener component 738 is 
attached to a strap or directly to padded hip rest 730, as 
desired. Second fastener component 738 is the complement 
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to fastener component 736, such that fastener components 
736, 738 can be secured to each other. 

[0133] Under arm support 704 includes a padded support 
portion 740, Which can include a relatively rigid shell With 
padding located along the inner and/or upper surface. Under 
arm support 704 further includes a strap 742, Which can 
Wrap around a patient’s chest to secure under arm support 
704. Strap 742 has an optional pad 744, and preferably has 
an adjustable length and a fastener component 746. Asecond 
fastener component 748 can be attached to another strap or 
directly to padded support portion 748. Fastener components 
746, 748 can be complementary components of a buckle 
fastener, a look-and-loop fastener, or any other suitable 
fastener. Under arm support 704 further includes a shoulder 
strap 750. Shoulder strap 750 can include padding 752, and 
preferably has an adjustable length. In this embodiment, 
shoulder strap 750 extends from strap 742 to padded support 
portion 740, although other con?gurations are possible. 
Shoulder strap 750 is designed to extend over the opposite 
shoulder of the patient relative to the shoulder supported by 
under arm support 704. 

[0134] Upright support 706 connects padded hip rest 730, 
padded support portion 740, and shoulder hinge 708. 
Upright support can be constructed from any rigid material 
such as metal, ?ber glass or other rigid material or materials. 
Upright support 706 can be bolted to padded hip rest 730 and 
padded support portion 740, molded into a rigid shell of 
padded hip rest 730 and padded support portion 740, or 
secured to padded hip rest 730 and padded support portion 
740 in any other reasonable fashion. Upright support 706 
can attach directly to a lever arm of shoulder hinge 708 or 
through a linking element connecting upright support 706 to 
a lever arm of shoulder hinge 708. Upright support 706 
holds padded hip rest 730, padded support portion 740 and 
shoulder hinge 708 at constant relative positions. 

[0135] Shoulder hinge 708 preferably is a hinge capable of 
motion in multiple planes. Suitable designs for hinges With 
releasable motion in multiple planes for use as shoulder 
hinge 708 are described above. As noted above, upright 
support 706 is attached to one lever arm of shoulder hinge 
708. A second lever arm of shoulder hinge 708 is attached 
to arm support 710. 

[0136] Arm support 710 preferably includes a support 
brace 760 and padded arm support 762. Support brace 760 
is attached to a lever arm of should hinge 708 and to a lever 
arm of elboW hinge 712, either directly or through a linker. 
Padded arm support 762 is connected to support brace 760. 
Padded arm support helps the patient hold their arm in a 
proper position along support brace 760. 

[0137] One lever arm of elboW hinge 712 is connected to 
support brace 760 and a second lever arm of elboW hinge 
712 is connected to fore arm extension 714. ElboW hinge 
712 is oriented such that rotation at the patient’s elboW 
results in rotation of the hinge, if hinge 712 is in an unlocked 
setting and the patient’s arm is properly located along arm 
support 710 and fore arm extension 714 With their hand 
gripping hand hold 774. ElboW pad 764 is attached to elboW 
hinge 712 or support brace 760. If desired, the lengths of arm 
support 710 and/or fore arm extension 714 can be adjustable. 

[0138] Fore arm extension 714 includes extension shaft 
770, bend 772 and hand hold 774. Shaft 770 can be made 
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adjustable, such that the distance from the elboW to the hand 
can be set to an appropriate value. Bend 772 connects shaft 
770 With hand hold 774. Hand hold 774 preferably is a 
padded grip. Bend 772 preferably is connected to shaft 770 
by Way of a Wrist hinge 776. Fore arm extension 714 
preferably include straps 778 to secure the patient’s arm. 
The hinge shoWn in FIG. 9 can be adapted for use as elboW 
hinge 712 and Wrist hinge 776. 

[0139] Shoulder brace 700 preferably includes a plurality 
of transducers. As depicted in FIG. 19, strain gauges 780, 
782 are associated With upright support 706 and support 
brace 760, respectively. Strain gauges 780, 782 can supply 
measurements related to forces applied against a locked 
hinge or forces applied for rotation of shoulder hinge 708 
and/or elboW hinge 712. Shoulder hinge 708 preferably 
includes a multidimensional position sensor 784, as 
described above. ElboW hinge 712 preferably includes a 
position sensor, 786. Furthermore, hand hold 774 can 
include one or more pressure/stress transducers 788, to 
provide measurements related to forces applied by the 
patient’s hand. 

[0140] The transducers are preferably connected to con 
troller 716, generally by Wires, although transmitter based 
approaches can be used. Suitable designs for controller 716 
Were described above With respect to controller 112 of FIG. 
1. StraightforWard modi?cations can be made to accommo 
date all of the transducers desired for shoulder brace 700. 

[0141] To use shoulder orthosis 700, a patient can slip 
shoulder strap 750 over their arm and head. With the Weight 
of shoulder brace supported on shoulder strap 750, straps 
732 and 742 can be secured to distribute the Weight and 
balance of shoulder brace 700 over the various support 
segments. With brace 700 secured to the patient’s torso, the 
patient can position their arm along arm support 710 With 
their appropriate hand gripping hand hold 774. Shoulder 
brace 700 can serve as a support for the patient’s back, 
shoulder, elboW, Wrist and/or hand. Furthermore, shoulder 
brace provides for a variety of exercises to assist With the 
recovery of an upper body injury, and/or to prevent the 
deterioration from lack of use of joints near an injury. 
Potential exercise programs are described further beloW. 

[0142] B. LoWer Extremity Full Leg Brace 

[0143] Referring to FIG. 20, a particular embodiment of a 
full leg brace 800 includes Waist support 802, hip hinge 804, 
thigh support 806, knee hinge 808, shin support 810, ankle 
hinge 812, ankle/foot support 814, foot rest 816 and con 
troller 818. Waist support 802 preferably secures at the 
patient’s Waist to support the upper portion of full leg brace 
800. Waist support 802 can have a similar design as trunk 
support 702, described above. Waist support 802 generally 
includes support section 820 and hinge link 822. Support 
section 820 can be formed from one or more segments of 
rigid shell With inner padding to cushion contact With the 
patient. Multiple rigid shell segments can be connected With 
?exible segments for easier fastening around the patient’s 
Waist. Waist support includes straps 824 or the like to 
provide for easy fastening and unfastening of Waist support 
802. Hinge link 822 provides for rigid connection of support 
section 820 With hip hinge 804. 

[0144] Hip hinge 804 preferably is a hinge capable of 
motion in multiple planes. Suitable instrumented hinges 
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With motion in multiple planes Were described above. Pre 
ferred hip hinges 804 provide for motion of the leg forWard 
to-back as Well as side-to-side, When the hinge is unlocked. 

[0145] Thigh support 806 includes a hinge link 830, a 
support segment 832 and frame members 834, 836. Hinge 
link 830 provides rigid support betWeen hip hinge 804 and 
support segment 832. Support segment 832 preferably 
encircles the patient’s thigh, to secure thigh support 806. 
Support segment 832 generally includes rigid shell segments 
With padding. In preferred embodiments, support segment 
832 includes ?exible segments connecting rigid shell seg 
ments. One or more ?exible segments preferably include a 
releasable fastener 838, such as a hook-and-loop fastener to 
provide for easy fastening and unfastening of support seg 
ment 832. Frame members 834, 836 provide rigid connec 
tion betWeen support segment 832 and knee hinge 808. 
Frame members 834, 836 can be designed to have adjustable 
lengths to provide a proper ?t. 

[0146] In this embodiment, knee hinge 808 includes hinge 
elements 840, 842, connected, respectively, to frame mem 
bers 834, 836. Several suitable designs for instrumented 
hinge elements 840, 842 are described above. Hinge ele 
ments 840, 842 connect to shin support 810, such that shin 
support 810 and thigh support 806 connect to different lever 
arms of each hinge element 840, 842. 

[0147] Shin support 810 includes frame elements 850, 852 
and straps 854, 856, 858, 860 connected to frame element 
850. Frame elements 850, 852 connect With hinge elements 
840, 842, respectively. The patient’s leg rests betWeen frame 
elements 850, 852. Straps 854, 856 connect over the front of 
the patient’s leg, While straps 858, 860 connect behind the 
patient’s leg. Straps 854, 856, 858, 860 can include padded 
portions. Straps 854, 856, 858, 860 generally have an 
adjustable length and include fastener element 862, 864, 
866, 868. Matched fastener elements 870, 872, 874, 876 are 
connected to frame element 852 directly or With straps. 
Fastener elements 870, 872, 874, 876 can be elements of a 
clip, a buckle, hook-and-loop fastener or other suitable 
fastener. Fastener elements 870, 872 and 874, 876 together 
can be single sheets of hook or loop material of a hook 
and-loop fastener. 

[0148] In this embodiment, ankle hinge 812 includes 
hinge elements 880, 882, connected respectively to frame 
elements 850, 852. Several suitable designs for instrumented 
hinge elements 880, 882 are described above. Hinge ele 
ments 880, 882 connect to ankle/foot support 814, such that 
ankle/foot support 814 and shin support 810 connect to 
different lever arms of each hinge element 880, 882. 

[0149] Ankle/foot support 814 includes frame segments 
884, 886. Frame segments 884, 886 connect With hinge 
elements 880, 882, respectively. Frame segments 884, 886 
further connect With foot rest 816. Frame segments can be 
made adjustable such that the distance from hinge elements 
880, 882 to foot rest 816 can be adjusted to the proper length 
for the patient. 

[0150] Foot rest 816 includes a heel support 890 and foot 
strap 892. Heel support 890 is contoured to the ?t the rear 
portion of a patient’s foot. Foot strap 892 Wraps around the 
patient’s foot to secure the patient’s foot against heel support 
890. Strap 892 preferably has an adjustable length to obtain 
a proper ?t. Foot strap 892 includes a fastener portion 894 
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that connects With mated fastener portion 896. Fastener 
portion 896 generally is connected to heel support 890 on the 
opposite side relative to the connecting point of foot strap 
892. Fastener portions 894, 896 can be portions of any 
suitable fastener, such as buckles, clasps, hook-and-loop 
fasteners and the like. 

[0151] Full leg brace 800 preferably includes a plurality of 
transducers. As depicted in FIG. 20, strain gauge 900 is 
associated With hinge link 822. Strain gauge 902 is associ 
ated With frame member 834. Strain gauge 904 is associated 
With frame segment 884. Strain gauges 900, 902 and 904 can 
supply measurements related to forces applied against a 
locked hinge or related to rotation of hip hinge 804, knee 
hinge 808, and/or ankle hinge 812. Hip hinge 804 preferably 
includes a multidimensional position sensor 906, as 
described above. Hinge element 840 of knee hinge 808 
preferably includes a position sensor, 908, to measure the 
orientation of knee hinge 808. Similarly, hinge element 880 
of ankle hinge 812 preferably includes a position sensor, 
910. Furthermore, heel support 890 can include one or more 
pressure/stress transducers 898, to provide measurements 
related to forces applied by the patient on their heel. 

[0152] The transducers are preferably connected to con 
troller 818, generally by Wires, although transmitter based 
approaches can be used. Suitable designs for controller 818 
Were described above With respect to controller 112 of FIG. 
1. StraightforWard modi?cations can be made to accommo 
date all of the transducers desired for full leg brace 800. 

[0153] The brace shoWn in FIG. 20 is intended to be Worn 
on the patient’s left leg. A corresponding brace can be 
constructed for the patient’s right leg based on this design by 
connecting the leg portion of the brace to the other side of 
Waste support section 820. The leg portion can be identical 
in construction to the left leg version shoWn in FIG. 20, or 
the leg portion can involve reversal of the left and right hand 
elements on the leg portion, such that the resulting right leg 
portion corresponds to the left leg portion re?ected through 
a symmetry plane going through the center of the leg 
portion. Furthermore, a loWer extremity brace that supports 
both of the patient’s legs can be constructed With a single 
Waste support section 820 connected through tWo hip hinges 
804 to appropriate supports for both legs. 
[0154] For use, ?ll leg brace 800 is placed around the 
patient’s leg With the foot supported by foot support 816, 
With Waist support 802 secured at the patient’s Waist, and 
support segment 832 secured around the patient’s thigh. 
Straps 854, 856, 858, 860 and 892 are appropriately fastened 
to fully support ?ll leg brace 800. Full leg brace 800 can be 
used to provide valuable support for the patient as Well as for 
the performance of a variety of monitored, programmed 
exercises, as described further beloW. 

[0155] C. Stroke Brace 
[0156] Preferred embodiments of a stroke brace have 
upper body and loWer extremity support. For the most 
common stroke debilitation, i.e., hemiparesis affecting one 
Whole side of the body, the shoulder brace and ?ll leg brace 
described above can be combined. Shoulder orthosis 700 of 
FIG. 19 can be used along With loWer extremities orthosis 
800 of FIG. 20. In these embodiments, a common trunk 
support is substituted for trunk support 702 and Waist 
support 802. The common trunk support is straightforWard 
to design by incorporating the features of trunk support 702 
and Waist support 802. 














