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A dispenser for trash container liners including a rigid 
trapezoidal box containing a supply of liners in the form of 
a cylindrical roll of a continuous strip of liners. The liners 
extend through an open slot in the top of the box and the 
innermost liner of the roll is securely attached to a cylin 
drical spindle on Which the liners are Wound. The box is 
detachably secured to the bottom of the trash container and 
the spindle is dimensioned so as not to pass through the slot. 
Accordingly, When the last liner in the box is used and 
removed from the container, the box is removed as Well. The 
trapezoidal shape of the box provides sloping sides Which 
distribute the Weight of a ?lled liner While alloWing stacking 
of a supply of the dispenser boxes. 
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DISPENSER FOR TRASH CONTAINER LINERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to a dispenser for trash 
container liners and, more particularly, to such a dispenser 
Which can be placed at the bottom of a trash container 
Without requiring any modi?cation to the trash container. 

[0002] It is fairly common to use plastic liners, or bags, for 
lining the inside of trash containers or garbage cans. The 
liners are frequently packaged in boxes, or in rolls. A liner 
is removed from the box or roll and placed in the trash 
container to line its inside. After the liner is ?lled With trash, 
it is removed from the trash container and discarded, and a 
neW liner is then removed from the package and inserted into 
the trash container. Typically, the packages of trash can 
liners are stored in a closet or on a shelf, and a neW liner 

must be obtained from the package before insertion into the 
trash container. 

[0003] US. Pat. No. 5,503,292 to Cuccharia discloses a 
specially designed trash receptacle Wherein a roll of trash 
can liners is contained in a holder beneath the receptacle and 
liners are inserted in the receptacle through a slot in the 
bottom thereof. While useful for its intended purpose, such 
an arrangement requires a special tWo-part receptacle and 
liner holder. It Would therefore be desirable to have a 
dispenser for trash container liners Which does not require 
the use of a specially designed trash container. 

[0004] US. Pat. No. 5,671,847 to Pedersen et al discloses 
a trash bag dispenser Which is placed in the bottom of a trash 
container. The dispenser includes a ?exible pouch contain 
ing a continuous strip of liners, Which are removed one at a 
time from the pouch While remaining removably secured to 
the folloWing liner in the pouch. HoWever, When the liner 
lining the trash container is ?lled, its Weight presses doWn on 
the pouch, crushing it and interfering With its utility. It Would 
therefore be desirable to have a dispenser for trash container 
liners Which does not suffer from any of the de?ciencies 
noted above. 

[0005] In my US. Pat. No. 6,283,405, I disclose a dis 
penser for trash container liners Which includes a rigid 
triangular box containing a supply of liners in the form of a 
cylindrical roll of a continuous strip of liners. The liners 
extend through an open slot in a side of the box and the box 
is detachably secured to the bottom of the trash container. 
While this construction overcomes the de?ciencies noted 
above With respect to the other referenced patents, the 
triangular shape of the box does not lend itself to easy 
stacking, either on a sales shelf in a store or for storage of 
unused boxes. It Would therefore be desirable to have a 
dispenser for trash container liners Which retains the advan 
tages of the construction disclosed in my ’405 patent and in 
addition is con?gured for stackability. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] According to the present invention, there is pro 
vided a dispenser for trash container liners Which comprises 
a rigid box having a longitudinal axis and a trapeZoidal 
shape When vieWed in section transverse to the longitudinal 
axis. The trapeZoidal shape has a base side, an opposing top 
side Which is smaller than and parallel to the base side, and 
a pair of lateral sides Which slope doWnWardly and out 
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Wardly from the top side to the base side. The top side is 
formed With an open slot elongated in a direction parallel to 
the longitudinal axis. A supply of liners is contained Within 
the interior of the box, the supply of liners being in the form 
of a continuous strip of liners separated one from the next by 
a line of perforations. Accordingly, the liners are removable 
from the box one-by-one through the open slot. The trap 
eZoidal nature of the box acts to distribute the Weight of a 
?lled liner Without crushing the box, While the ?at parallel 
top and base sides alloW a supply of dispenser boxes to be 
stacked. 

[0007] In accordance With an aspect of this invention, the 
trapeZoidal shape of the dispenser box is symmetrical about 
a line extending betWeen the midpoints of the top and base 
sides. 

[0008] In accordance With another aspect of this invention, 
the dispenser box further comprises an interior ?ap secured 
to one of the pair of lateral sides and extending toWard the 
base side. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] The foregoing Will be more readily apparent upon 
reading the folloWing description in conjunction With the 
draWings in Which like elements in different ?gures thereof 
are identi?ed by the same reference numeral and Wherein: 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a dispenser con 
structed according to the present invention; 

[0011] FIG. 2 is a plan vieW shoWing a sheet cut out to 
form the box of the dispenser shoWn in FIG. 1, With the fold 
lines being shoWn as broken lines; 

[0012] FIG. 3 is a cross sectional vieW of the dispenser 
shoWn in FIG. 1, taken transverse to the longitudinal axis of 
the dispenser box; 

[0013] FIG. 4 is a vieW shoWing the dispenser according 
to the present invention mounted at the bottom of a trash 
container, shoWn in section, With a liner disposed for use; 
and 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a vieW similar to FIG. 4 shoWing a ?lled 
liner being removed from the trash container With a subse 
quent liner being pulled from the inventive dispenser. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0015] Referring noW to the draWings, FIG. 1 shoWs a 
dispenser, designated generally by the reference numeral 10, 
constructed in accordance With the present invention. The 
dispenser 10 includes a rigid box 12 and a supply of plastic 
liners 14 Within the box 12. As shoWn, the box 12 has a 
longitudinal axis 16. When vieWed in section transverse to 
the axis 16, as shoWn in FIG. 3, the box 12 has a trapeZoidal 
shape With a base side 18, a top side 20, and a pair of lateral 
sides 22, 24. The top side 20 is parallel to, and smaller than, 
the base side 18 and the pair of lateral sides 22, 24 slope 
doWnWardly and outWardly from the top side 20 to the base 
side 18. The trapeZoidal shape is preferably symmetrical 
about a line extending betWeen the midpoints of the top side 
20 and the base side 18. The trapeZoidal shape is thus 
preferably a truncated isosceles triangle. The top side 20 of 
the box 12 is formed With an open slot 26, elongated in a 
direction parallel to the longitudinal axis 16, through Which 
the liners 14 can be removed from the interior of the box 12. 
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[0016] Preferably, the box 12 is formed from a stiff 
corrugated cardboard material Which, as seen from FIG. 2, 
is of unitary construction, being cut, folded and glued from 
a single sheet of material. Thus, the single panels 18, 20, 22 
and 24 make up the correspondingly numbered sides of the 
box 12. The panels 28-1, 28-2, 28-3 and 28-4 together make 
up a ?rst end 28 of the box 12 and the panels 30-1, 30-2, 
30-3 and 30-4 together make up a second end 30 of the box 
12. The open slot 26 is formed by removal of the panel 27 
at its peripheral perforations. As shoWn in FIG. 3, the panel 
32 is glued to the interior of the lateral side panel 22 and the 
panel 34 forms an interior ?ap Which extends from the 
lateral side 22 toWard the base side 18. 

[0017] The liners 14 are conventionally manufactured as a 
continuous strip, Wherein the bottom of one liner is sepa 
rated from the top of the next liner in the strip by a line of 
perforations, so that individual liners can be separated from 
the strip. The strip of liners is then pleated and formed into 
a cylindrical roll. If desired, a cylindrical spindle 36 can be 
provided and the continuous strip of liners 14 Would be 
Wound thereon. The innermost liner Would be ?rmly secured 
to the spindle 36, as by adhesive, staples, or the like. For 
assembly, the box 12 is supplied by the box manufacturer 
With the panels 22 and 32 glued together and With the box 
?attened. The box 12 is opened to expose its interior and the 
roll of liners 14 is inserted into the open interior of the box 
12 With the cylindrical roll of liners 14 being parallel to the 
longitudinal axis 16 of the box 12, as shoWn in FIG. 3. The 
ends 28 and 30 of the box 12 are then sealed. The ?ap 34 
functions to prevent the roll of liners 14 from moving freely 
Within the box 12. 

[0018] In use, as shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 5, the dispenser 
10 is placed at the bottom of a trash container 38. Preferably, 
the base side 18 of the dispenser 10 is detachably secured to 
the inside bottom of the container 38, illustratively by an 
adhesive backed hook and loop fastener set 40. With the 
dispenser 10 at the bottom of the container 38, a single liner 
can be pulled out of the box 12 through the slot 26 and its 
open end is draped over the open top of the container 38 so 
as to provide a liner for the container 38. As the liner 14 is 
?lled, the Waste material contained therein slides doWn the 
lateral sides 22, 24 of the box 12, thereby distributing the 
Weight of the trash in a better manner than if the dispenser 
10 Were ?at. After the liner 14 is ?lled, its top is closed and 
the entire liner is lifted from the container 38. Since the 
bottom of that liner is attached to the top of the next liner in 
the roll, the next liner is pulled from the box 12. The ?lled 
liner and the fresh liner may then be separated one from the 
other at the line of perforations therebetWeen, and the top of 
the next liner may then be draped over the top of the 
container 38, as shoWn in FIG. 4. 

[0019] Preferably, the spindle 36 is dimensioned so that it 
cannot pass through the slot 26 of the box 12. Therefore, 
When the innermost liner of the dispenser 10 is ?lled and 
pulled out of the container 38, since its bottom is ?rmly 
secured to the spindle 36 and the spindle 36 cannot pass 
through the slot 26, the box 12 is removed from the bottom 
of the container 38 by separation of the hook and loop 
fastener set 40. Thus, removal of the last liner results in 
removal of the empty box. A fresh dispenser may then be 
installed in the trash container 38. The use of a spindle 36 
Would be in conjunction With bags Which are used to line 
large trash containers, such as a homeoWner Would keep in 
his/her garage, since it may prove to be dif?cult for the 
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homeoWner to reach all the Way doWn to the bottom of the 
large container to remove the empty box. HoWever, the 
homeoWner could still drop a neW box into the container so 
that the hook and loop fastener set secures the box to the 
bottom of the container. The Weight of a ?lled liner Would 
aid in the securement of the hook and loop fastener set. 

[0020] Accordingly, there has been disclosed an improved 
dispenser for trash container liners. The trapeZoidal shape of 
the dispenser box, With its parallel top and base sides, alloWs 
a supply of dispensers to be stacked for storage and ship 
ment, While the sloping lateral sides distribute the Weight of 
a ?lled liner Without crushing the box. While a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention has been disclosed 
herein, it Will be appreciated by those of skill in the art that 
various adaptations and modi?cations to the disclosed 
embodiment are possible, and it is therefore intended that 
this invention be limited only by the scope of the appended 
claims. Thus, the present invention can be manufactured in 
many different siZes, to ?t different siZed conventional trash 
containers, Without requiring the use of a specially designed 
container. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A dispenser for trash container liners, comprising: 

a rigid box having a longitudinal axis and a trapeZoidal 
shape When vieWed in section transverse to said lon 
gitudinal axis, said trapeZoidal shape having a base 
side, an opposing top side Which is smaller than and 
parallel to said base side, and a pair of lateral sides 
Which slope doWnWardly and outWardly from said top 
side to said base side, With said top side being formed 
With an open slot elongated in a direction parallel to 
said longitudinal axis; and 

a supply of liners contained Within the interior of said box, 
said supply of liners being in the form of a continuous 
strip of liners separated one from the next by a line of 
perforations; 

Whereby the liners are removable from the box one-by 
one through the open slot. 

2. The dispenser according to claim 1 Wherein the con 
tinuous strip of liners is formed as a cylindrical roll of liners 
having an axis parallel to the longitudinal axis of the box. 

3. The dispenser according to claim 2 further including a 
cylindrical spindle, Wherein the roll of liners is Wound on the 
spindle. 

4. The dispenser according to claim 3 Wherein the inner 
most liner of the roll of liners is ?rmly secured to the spindle. 

5. The dispenser according to claim 4 Wherein the spindle 
is dimensioned so that it cannot pass through the open slot 
of the top side of the box. 

6. The dispenser according to claim 1 further comprising: 

means for detachably securing the base side of the box to 
the inside bottom of a trash container. 

7. The dispenser according to claim 6 Wherein the means 
for detachably securing includes a hook and loop fastener 
set. 

8. The dispenser according to claim 1 Wherein said 
trapeZoidal shape of said box is symmetrical about a line 
extending betWeen the midpoints of said top and base sides. 

9. The dispenser according to claim 1 Wherein said box 
further includes an interior ?ap secured to one of said pair 
of lateral sides and extending toWard said base side. 

* * * * * 


