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Suite 539 _ Areplaceable Zipper pull is adapted for attachment to a tang 
6100 Falrvlew Road of a Zipper slide. The Zipper pull includes an elongated tab 
Charlotte’ NC 28210 (Us) for being gripped by a user. A resilient attachment member 

has a proximal end connected to the tab and a free end for 
(21) Appl' NO': 10/703’240 being inserted through the tang of the Zipper slide. A locking 
(22) Filed: N0“ 7’ 2003 projection is formed With the free end of the attachment 

member. Upon insertion of the attachment member through 
pub?cation (jassi?cation the tang, the locking projection is adapted for engaging the 

tab in a locked condition thereby securing the tab to the 
(51) Int. Cl.7 ................................................... .. A44B 19/26 Zipper slide. 
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Fig. 2 
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REPLACEABLE ZIPPER PULL 

TECHNICAL FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF 
THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates generally to Zippers, and 
more speci?cally to a Zipper pull Which is readily and 
conveniently replaced or exchanged. In many cases, if the 
pull breaks aWay from the Zipper the entire Zipper is 
removed from the article and a neW Zipper installed. For 
some, the inconvenience of replacing the Zipper outweighs 
the cost of the article. These articles are often discarded, 
placed in storage, or given aWay. Many of these articles are 
in perfectly good condition With the exception of the inop 
erable Zipper. In other cases, existing Zipper pulls are simply 
too small and difficult to grasp particularly for small children 
and arthritic elderly persons. The invention is applicable for 
use on any conventional Zipper, such as that commonly used 
in pants, shorts, jackets, bags, purses, Wallets, and suitcases. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0002] Therefore, it is an object of the invention to provide 
a Zipper pull Which is readily and conveniently replaced or 
exchanged. 

[0003] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
Zipper pull Which is relatively easily attached to the Zipper 
slide. 

[0004] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
Zipper pull Which can be manufactured in any desired 
aesthetic shape, siZe, and/or color. 

[0005] It is another object of the invention to provide a 
Zipper pull Which is especially useful by children and 
arthritic elderly persons. 

[0006] These and other objects of the present invention are 
achieved in the preferred embodiments disclosed beloW by 
providing a replaceable Zipper pull adapted for attachment to 
a tang of a Zipper slide. The Zipper pull includes an elon 
gated tab for being gripped by a user. A resilient attachment 
member has a proximal end connected to the tab and a free 
end for being inserted through the tang of the Zipper slide. 
A locking projection is formed With the free end of the 
attachment member. Upon insertion of the attachment mem 
ber through the tang, the locking projection is adapted for 
engaging the tab in a locked condition thereby securing the 
tab to the Zipper slide. 

[0007] According to another preferred embodiment of the 
invention, the tab de?nes a ?rst opening through Which the 
attachment member extends and second opening for receiv 
ing the locking projection. 

[0008] According to another preferred embodiment of the 
invention, an anchor is formed With the proximal end of the 
attachment member for connecting the attachment member 
to the tab. 

[0009] Preferably, the anchor is an enlarged ball located 
Within the ?rst opening of the tab. 

[0010] Preferably, the attachment member is formed of 
steel. 

[0011] Preferably, the attachment member has a gage 
number betWeen * and * US. 
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[0012] In another embodiment, the invention is a Zipper 
including ?rst and second complementary roWs of inter 
meshing teeth. A slide is carried on the ?rst and second roWs 
of teeth. The slide operates When pulled to draW the ?rst and 
second roWs of teeth together, thereby closing the Zipper, 
and to pull the ?rst and second roWs of teeth apart, thereby 
opening the Zipper. A tang is formed With the slide. A 
replaceable pull extends from the tang, and includes an 
elongated tab for being gripped by a user to move the slide. 
A resilient attachment member extends from the tab, and is 
inserted through the tang. A locking projection is formed 
With a free end of the attachment member. Upon insertion of 
the attachment member through the tang, the locking pro 
jection is adapted for engaging the tab in a locked condition 
thereby securing the tab to the slide. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0013] Some of the objects of the invention have been set 
forth above. Other objects and advantages of the invention 
Will appear as the description proceeds When taken in 
conjunction With the folloWing draWings, in Which: 

[0014] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a replaceable Zipper 
pull according to one preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, and shoWing the pull secured to a conventional 
Zipper slide; 
[0015] FIG. 2 is an environmental vieW of the replaceable 
Zipper pull attached to the slide of a Zipper; 

[0016] FIG. 3 is an environmental vieW of a conventional 
Zipper pull of the prior art; 

[0017] FIG. 4 is a perspective vieW of the prior art Zipper 
pull broken aWay from the slide; 

[0018] FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the present Zipper 
pull before connecting to the slide; 

[0019] FIG. 6 is an environmental vieW of the Zipper pull 
With the pull tab in cross-section to shoW respective ends of 
the attachment member; and 

[0020] FIGS. 7, 8, and 9 are sequential vieWs demonstrat 
ing the locking connection of the attachment member to the 
pull tab of the Zipper pull. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS AND BEST MODE 

[0021] Referring noW speci?cally to the draWings, a 
replaceable Zipper pull according to the present invention is 
illustrated in FIG. 1, and shoWn generally at reference 
numeral 10. The Zipper pull 10 is attached to the tang 11 of 
a conventional Zipper slide 12. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the slide 
12 is carried on ?rst and second roWs of teeth 14 and 15, and 
operates When pulled to draW the teeth together, thereby 
closing the Zipper 18, and to pull the teeth apart, thereby 
opening the Zipper 18. 

[0022] FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate a common problem of the 
prior art. After a period of use, the prior art Zipper pull “P” 
is subject to breaking at its base and disconnecting from the 
slide “S”. In this case, the entire Zipper “Z” is generally 
inoperable and must be either repaired or replaced. The 
present invention offers a ready and convenient means for 
repairing the Zipper “Z”, and replacing or exchanging the 
Zipper pull “P”. 
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[0023] Referring to FIG. 5, the Zipper pull 10 includes an 
elongated hollow tab 21 designed to be gripped by a user. 
The tab 21 may be enlarged to facilitate gripping by small 
children and arthritic persons, and may be formed in any 
desired aesthetic shape and/or color. An attachment member 
22 extends from the base of the tab 21 and has a resilient 
locking projection 22A integrally-formed With its free end. 
The attachment member 22 and projection 22A are prefer 
ably formed of stainless ?at spring steel. Alternatively, the 
attachment member 22 and projection 22Amay be integrally 
molded of a plastic material. The projection 22A may 
comprise any suitable, enlarged locking element located at 
the free end of the attachment member 22. 

[0024] As shoWn in FIGS. 6, 7, 8, and 9, the proximal end 
of the attachment member 22 resides inside the holloW tab 
21, and comprises an integrally-formed enlarged anchor 22B 
permanently connecting the attachment member 22 to the 
tab 21. The attachment member 22 extends outWardly 
through a narroW slot 24 in the tab 21, and is designed to 
pass through the tang 11 of the Zipper slide 12. After passing 
through the tang 11, the locking projection 22A is received 
in a second narroW slot 25 in the holloW tab 21, as shoWn in 
FIG. 7. The resilient locking projection 22A is pinched upon 
entering the tab 21, and immediately expands back to its 
normal condition once inside the tab 21, as shoWn in FIG. 
8. FIG. 9 illustrates the Zipper pull 10 secured to the slide 
12 of the Zipper 18 With the locking projection 22A of the 
attachment member 22 located inside the pull tab 21 in a 
locked condition. 

[0025] A replaceable Zipper pull is described above. Vari 
ous details of the invention may be changed Without depart 
ing from its scope. Furthermore, the foregoing description of 
the preferred embodiment of the invention and best mode for 
practicing the invention are provided for the purpose of 
illustration only and not for the purpose of limitation-the 
invention being de?ned by the claims. 

I claim: 
1. A replaceable Zipper pull adapted for attachment to a 

tang of a Zipper slide, said Zipper pull comprising: 

(a) an elongated tab for being gripped by a user; 

(b) an attachment member having a proximal end con 
nected to said tab and a free end for being inserted 
through the tang of the Zipper slide; 

(c) a locking projection formed With the free end of said 
attachment member, such that upon insertion of said 
attachment member through the tang, said locking 
projection is adapted for engaging said tab in a locked 
condition thereby securing said tab to the Zipper slide. 

2. A replaceable Zipper pull according to claim 1, Wherein 
said tab de?nes a ?rst opening through Which said attach 
ment member extends and second opening for receiving said 
locking projection. 
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3. A replaceable Zipper pull according to claim 2, and 
comprising an anchor formed With the proximal end of said 
attachment member for connecting said attachment member 
to said tab. 

4. Areplaceable Zipper pull according to claim 3, Wherein 
said anchor comprises an enlarged ball located Within the 
?rst opening of said tab. 

5. Areplaceable Zipper pull according to claim 1, Wherein 
said attachment member is formed of stainless steel. 

6. Areplaceable Zipper pull according to claim 1, Wherein 
said attachment member is formed of plastic. 

7. A Zipper, comprising: 

(a) ?rst and second complementary roWs of intermeshing 
teeth; 

(b) a slide carried on said ?rst and second roWs of teeth, 
and operating When pulled to draW said ?rst and second 
roWs of teeth together, thereby closing said Zipper, and 
to pull said ?rst and second roWs of teeth apart, thereby 
opening said Zipper; 

(c) a tang formed With said slide; 

(d) a replaceable pull extending from said tang, and 
comprising: 

(i) an elongated tab for being gripped by a user to move 
said slide; 

(ii) a resilient attachment member extending from said 
tab, and inserted through said tang; and 

(iii) a locking projection formed With a free end of said 
attachment member, such that upon insertion of said 
attachment member through said tang, said locking 
projection is adapted for engaging said tab in a 
locked condition thereby securing said tab to said 
slide. 

8. Areplaceable Zipper pull according to claim 1, Wherein 
said tab de?nes a ?rst opening through Which said attach 
ment member extends and second opening for receiving said 
locking projection. 

9. A replaceable Zipper pull according to claim 2, and 
comprising an anchor formed With the proximal end of said 
attachment member for connecting said attachment member 
to said tab. 

10. A replaceable Zipper pull according to claim 3, 
Wherein said anchor comprises an enlarged ball located 
Within the ?rst opening of said tab. 

11. A replaceable Zipper pull according to claim 1, 
Wherein said attachment member is formed of steel. 

12. A replaceable Zipper pull according to claim 1, 
Wherein said attachment member is formed of plastic. 


