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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DEPLOYMENT OF 
CONFIGURATION AND ANALYSIS SOFTWARE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. Provi 
sional Application No. 60/506,890 ?led on Sep. 29, 2003, 
Which is herein incorporated by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to a system 
and method for deploying softWare. More speci?cally, the 
present invention discloses a system and method for deploy 
ing con?guration and/or analysis softWare, e.g., softWare 
deployed Within an imaging system for conducting an imag 
ing examination using an imaging agent, e.g., a molecular 
imaging agent. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] One of the latest trends in medical diagnosis and 
treatment is molecular imaging. In molecular imaging, spe 
cialiZed imaging agents or chemical compounds are utiliZed 
during a medical imaging procedure for highlighting par 
ticular cellular or molecular processes relating to a particular 
disease state. The molecular imaging agent manufacturer 
generally recommends a preferred set of acquisition and 
processing parameters that best enable the analysis of the 
imaging data. Additionally, post processing is often 
employed to enhance the physician’s perception of clinically 
relevant features revealed in the imaging data and to quan 
tify the activity level of the molecular imaging agent. In 
many cases, the post processing methods are customiZed for 
a particular molecular imaging agent. 

[0004] Many research groups and pharmaceutical compa 
nies are developing molecular imaging agents that target a 
speci?c disease state. It is likely that hundreds to thousands 
of such agents could have signi?cant clinical utility and be 
essential to advance personaliZed medicine. HoWever, the 
sheer number of these molecular imaging agents and the 
likelihood that most of them Will require the development of 
complex agent-speci?c acquisition and image processing 
applications create serious impediments to the development 
of molecular imaging agents for clinical applications. Some 
of these impediments stem from the fact that the architecture 
and user interfaces of existing commercial platforms may 
not scale to support a large number of molecular imaging 
applications, and the expense of developing such large 
number of applications may be prohibitive, especially to 
provide for equivalent functionality across the major Work 
station platforms. 

[0005] Moreover, the essential step of clinical validation 
often performed at research hospitals can be a bottleneck. 
Since commercial imaging Workstations in use in the clinic 
are “closed”, and do not support rapid prototyping and 
experimentation, the clinical research groups must develop 
independent solutions on open platforms Which do not 
transfer easily to other clinics, do not take advantage of the 
features of commercial Workstations and cannot be easily 
ported to commercial platforms for operational use. Further 
more, the post-processing of images has been hampered by 
variations in the acquisition Work?oW and post-processed 
algorithms generally leading to dif?culties in comparing 
results. 
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[0006] Therefore, there is a need for a system and a 
method for deploying softWare, e.g., softWare designed for 
acquisition and/or post-processing of images related to a 
particular molecular imaging agent. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] In one embodiment, the present invention discloses 
a method and system for deploying softWare, e.g., softWare 
modules designed for acquisition and/or post-processing of 
images related to a particular imaging agent, e.g., a molecu 
lar imaging agent. The modules can be remotely accessed 
from a softWare server. 

[0008] In one embodiment, a plurality of imaging Work 
stations (e.g., clients) is in communication With one or more 
softWare servers via a netWork. The netWork can be an 

intranet or the internet. A plurality of acquisition and/or 
post-processing modules is stored at the softWare server. 
These softWare modules are created by one or more infor 
mation sources or entities that have expertise or speci?c 
knoWledge in the acquisition parameters and/or post-pro 
cessing parameters associated With the use of a particular 
molecular imaging agent. By storing these modules in a 
softWare server that is easily accessible by a plurality of 
clients, the imaging Workstations may doWnload the latest 
acquisition and/or post-processing modules for use in an 
examination of a patient, Where a particular molecular 
imaging agent has been selected. Since there are numerous 
imaging agents currently in use and many more to be 
developed, this novel approach alloWs rapid and ef?cient 
distribution of the latest acquisition parameters and/or post 
processing parameters associated With the use of a particular 
molecular imaging agent. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] So that the manner in Which the above recited 
features of the present invention can be understood in detail, 
a more particular description of the invention, brie?y sum 
mariZed above, may be had by reference to embodiments, 
some of Which are illustrated in the appended draWings. It is 
to be noted, hoWever, that the appended draWings illustrate 
only typical embodiments of this invention and are therefore 
not to be considered limiting of its scope, for the invention 
may admit to other equally effective embodiments. 

[0010] FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary 
system of the present invention Where a Workstation inter 
acts With a softWare server via a netWork; 

[0011] FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram illustrating the 
Workstation, e.g., an imaging Workstation of FIG. 1 of the 
present invention; 

[0012] FIG. 3 illustrates a method for acquiring and 
deploying acquisition and/or post-processing modules from 
a remote location in accordance With the present invention; 
and 

[0013] FIG. 4 illustrates a method for processing a request 
for an acquisition module, a post-processing module and/or 
aggregated information from a client in accordance With the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0014] The present invention discloses a method and sys 
tem for deploying con?guration and/or analysis softWare. 
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Although the present invention is described below in the 
context of deploying con?guration and/or analysis softWare 
for conducting imaging examination using specialized 
agents, the present invention is not so limited. Namely, the 
present invention can be applied in other domains Where one 
vendor manufactures a product that requires computer pro 
cessing be done on another vendor’s product over Which the 
?rst manufacturer has little or no direct in?uence. 

[0015] In one embodiment, the present invention provides 
for a system and method for conducting an imaging exami 
nation by a user using an imaging agent, e.g., a molecular 
imaging agent or a chemical compound in general. Gener 
ally, imaging agents are agents that Will bind speci?cally to 
target molecules of interest. Examples of molecular agents 
include but are not limited to 18F-deoxyglucose (FDG) used 
in lymphoma cancer cells detection, 99mTc-Annexin V used 
for imaging the process of apoptosis and so on. Typically, 
the imaging agents are useful in the detection of disease 
states. The system and method of the present invention assist 
in the deployment of softWare that Will enhance and quantify 
the detected activity of the imaging agent. Speci?cally, the 
system and method of the present invention provide an 
ef?cient approach for distributing and deploying acquisition 
and/or post-processing softWare Which enable the stream 
lining of data collection and enhancing the detected activity 
of the imaging agent. 

[0016] In one embodiment, these acquisition and/or post 
processing softWare are designed as individual softWare 
modules or units, e.g., “plug-in” applications that can be 
easily accessed by a user using a key or identi?er associated 
With a particular imaging agent. The acquisition and post 
processing softWare can be made available to the user via 
access to a softWare server. The softWare server and the 

acquisition and post-processing softWare are able to run on 
a variety of computer platforms Without modi?cation and 
provide a user With real-time resolution of any issues 
relating to particular imaging agent. 

[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary 
system 100 of the present invention. In one embodiment, the 
system 100 comprises a softWare server 120 and a Worksta 
tion 110, e.g., an imaging Workstation. The softWare server 
120 is able to communicate With the Workstation 110 via a 
netWork 140, e.g., an intranet or the internet. 

[0018] In operation, the softWare server 120 serves as a 
repository of a plurality of acquisition 122 and post-pro 
cessing 124 softWare modules. The acquisition softWare is 
broadly de?ned as a softWare unit that can be deployed by 
a imaging Workstation operating With an imager 130. 
Namely, the acquisition softWare unit may comprise acqui 
sition parameters and/or procedures that best image a par 
ticular imaging agent for a particular imager 130. The 
post-processing softWare is broadly de?ned as a softWare 
that is employed to enhance the images produced from many 
of these imaging agents, and to quantify the activity level of 
the agents. In many cases the post processing methods are 
customiZed for a particular imaging agent. 

[0019] In one embodiment, the acquisition modules 122 
and the post-processing modules 124 can be in standardiZed 
form (for example, using extensible Markup Language 
(XML), Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP), Web Ser 
vices Description Language (WSDL), Universal Descrip 
tion, Discovery and Integration (UDDI), and Common Lan 
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guage Infrastructure (CLI)), and can be coupled With 
standardiZed classes for accessing data. Thus, in one 
embodiment, acquisition modules 122 and post-processing 
modules 124 can be run Without modi?cation on a Wide 

range of platforms that have the infrastructure to interpret 
and run these standardiZed modules. 

[0020] Generally, pharmaceutical companies are members 
of the information source 160 that are developing and 
manufacturing the imaging agents. In the present invention, 
these pharmaceutical companies can noW distribute the 
acquisition recommendations and post-processing softWare 
in machine-readable form separate from the imaging agents 
themselves. Additionally, third parties may also be members 
of the information source 160. These third parties can be 
universities, research centers or simply users 105 that have 
acquired or developed acquisition recommendations and 
post-processing methods through extensive use or testing of 
the imaging agents. These third parties can noW also create 
acquisition and/or post-processing modules that can be 
stored in the softWare server 120. This novel approach is far 
more ef?cient and organiZed than ad hoc mechanisms, such 
as “grass roots” sharing of ideas and softWare among the 
users of the agents, or letting the medical imaging manu 
facturers distribute the softWare as part of their Workstation 
application. 

[0021] Clearly as the number of imaging agents groWs, 
such ad hoc distribution methods become problematic. The 
pharmaceutical company has no guarantee that the acquisi 
tion parameters and softWare needed to employ a particular 
imaging agent are available on the imaging Workstations at 
the center Where the examination or treatment is to be 
performed. Furthermore, since the pharmaceutical compa 
nies do not develop or service the imaging Workstations 
Where the softWare Would be used, they are not in a position 
to have softWare installed on those Workstations, or to 
collect use and outcome statistics. These criticalities are 
addressed by the present invention. 

[0022] The softWare server 120 also comprises a data 
collection module 126. In one embodiment, the data collec 
tion module 126 collects outcome statistics. It should be 
noted that the post processing of the images often generates 
quantitative results. As in laboratory analysis, of keen inter 
est is What constitutes normal and abnormal ranges of these 
quantitative results. Gathering statistics to compute these 
ranges has been hampered in the past because the variations 
in the acquisition Work?oW and post processing algorithms 
used lead to dif?culties in comparing results. HoWever, if all 
clinics, e.g., the Workstations utiliZed the same acquisition 
Work?oWs and post processing algorithms as disclosed in 
the present invention, collection of statistics for the compu 
tation of normal ranges could be simpli?ed. In addition to 
aiding in calculation of normal ranges, the collection of 
usage statistics and outcomes can be very useful in further 
development and marketing of pharmaceuticals and the 
associated acquisition and post-processing softWare. Thus, 
in one embodiment, the present invention can optionally 
utiliZe a back channel to send usage and outcome data, 
properly anonymiZed, back to a central collection point 126, 
Where it can be aggregated and searched. The collected data 
can be raW data taken directly from an examination using the 
imaging agent or processed data after post-processing has 
been applied to the raW data. 
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[0023] Although the software server 120 is illustrated as a 
single unit, the present invention is not so limited. Namely, 
a plurality of softWare servers can be deployed for easy 
access by a plurality of Workstations 110. Although the 
present disclosure describes the present system using the 
terms “server” and “Workstation”, the present invention is 
not so limited. It should be noted that the softWare server can 
be implemented using any number of processing systems, 
e.g., a personal computer, a Workstation, a server, a main 
frame, an array of personal computers and the like. Simi 
larly, it should be noted that the imaging Workstation can be 
implemented using any number of processing systems, e.g., 
a personal computer, a Workstation, a server, a controller 
deployed Within the imager 130 and the like. 

[0024] The operation of the present system is noW 
described With reference to FIG. 1. User 105 can be any 
medical practitioner in charge of operating imaging Work 
station 110 and imager 130 (e.g., MRI, CT, PET and the like) 
to detect a disease state in a patient to Which a molecular 
imaging agent Will be administered to detect the disease 
state. User 105 operates imaging Workstation 110 Which is 
connected to softWare server 120 through a communication 
channel via netWork communication. In one embodiment, 
softWare server 120 is connected to the information source 
160 through a direct communication channel. Alternatively, 
softWare server 120 is connected to the information source 
160 through the netWork 140. Information source 160 is a 
source of data and information relating to one or more 

imaging agents and can include Without limitation, a phar 
maceutical company, a supplier of imaging agents of the 
type utiliZed by user 105, or a research entity Which provides 
research data on imaging agents of the type used by user 
105. SoftWare server 120 receives data from the information 
source 160, and stores the data as one or more acquisition 
modules 122 and post-processing modules 124 Which are 
speci?c to a particular imaging agent. Acquisition modules 
122 and post-processing modules 124 can be accessed, e.g., 
via an identi?er or key in a request received from the 
imaging Workstation 110 to set-up the appropriate param 
eters for the examination for the bene?t of user 105. Based 
on information received from the softWare server 120, 
imaging Workstation 110 sets up Work How and processes 
the acquired data based on a particular imaging agent. 

[0025] FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary 
imaging Workstation 110 of the present invention. In one 
embodiment, the imaging Workstation 110 is implemented 
using a general purpose computer or any other hardWare 
equivalents. In one embodiment, the imaging Workstation 
110 comprises a processor (CPU) 211, a memory 214, e.g., 
random access memory (RAM) and/or read only memory 
(ROM), a scanner 212 (e.g., a bar code reader), and various 
input/output devices 213, (e.g., storage devices, including 
but not limited to, a tape drive, a ?oppy drive, a hard disk 
drive or a compact disk drive, a receiver, a transmitter, a 
speaker, a display, a clock, an output port, a user input device 
(such as a keyboard, a keypad, a mouse, and the like), or a 
microphone for capturing speech commands). It should be 
noted that the softWare server 120 can also be deployed 
using a general purpose computer similar to the imaging 
Workstation 110. 

[0026] In operation, a user may select a particular molecu 
lar agent to be used for a particular imager 130. In selecting 
the imaging agent, the user Will enter a code or an identi 
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?cation associated With the imaging agent into the imaging 
Workstation. In one embodiment, the scanner 212 is used to 
scan a code, e.g., a bar code located on the packaging of the 
molecular agent. Other scanner devices are contemplated, 
e.g., a scanner that can detect a radio frequency (RF) tag, can 
also be employed. 

[0027] Once the imaging Workstation has acquired the 
imaging agent identi?cation, it Will attempt to acquire the 
acquisition module 122 and/or post-processing module 124 
from a softWare server. In one embodiment, each acquisition 
module 122 and post processing module 124 is tailored for 
use With a particular imaging agent and is obtained from 
softWare server 120 through the netWork and is stored in 
memory 214. In one embodiment, acquisition module 122 
and post-processing module 124 can run Without modi?ca 
tion on imaging Workstation 110 and a Wide range of 
platforms. For example, the modules can be designed to 
operate across different operating environments and/or hard 
Ware con?gurations. Operating environments may include, 
but are not limited to, the type of operating systems (e.g., 
Microsoft WindoWs of Redmond, Wash., Linux (an open 
source system) and Mac OS 10, of Apple Computers of 
Cupertino, Calif.), the type of database environments, the 
type of communication environments and the like. HardWare 
con?gurations may include, but are not limited to, the type 
of computers (e.g., a personal computer (PC) and an Apple 
computer), the type of communication hardWare, the type of 
input/output devices and the like. Once the pertinent soft 
Ware modules have been doWnloaded into memory 214, the 
user can perform the examination using a pertinent imager 
130. Namely, based on information received from softWare 
server 120, imaging Workstation 110 sets up Work How and 
processes the acquired data based on a particular molecular 
imaging agent. It should be noted that the information sent 
to the softWare server may include other pertinent informa 
tion including the imaging agent identi?cation. For example, 
it is contemplated that various patient information may also 
be sent as Well, e.g., age, gender, Weight, race, patient 
condition (e.g., disease state or type), examination type (e. g., 
examination procedure for a particular disease or a particular 
anatomical or physiological feature) and so on. For example, 
an imaging agent can be selected in combination With a 
particular examination procedure, a particular organ, a par 
ticular disease, and/or pertinent patient data. Thus, it is 
contemplated that there may be multiple acquisition mod 
ules that are associated With a particular imaging agent. 
Similarly, post-processing modules can be selected in com 
bination With a particular imaging agent that Was used in the 
examination, a particular examination procedure, a particu 
lar organ, a particular disease, and/or pertinent patient data. 
Thus, it is also contemplated that there may be multiple 
post-processing modules that are associated With a particular 
imaging agent. Therefore, such data may be used to assist in 
the selection of the proper acquisition module 122 and 
post-processing module 124. 

[0028] Once the examination is concluded, the softWare 
on the imaging station can optionally utiliZe a back channel 
to send usage and outcome data, from imaging Workstation 
110 to softWare server 120, Where it can be aggregated and 
searched and the information fed back to user 105 or to the 
information source 160. In one embodiment, the softWare 
server 120 can also track the number of doWnloads that have 
been made by a particular imaging Workstation. This infor 
mation can be used for accounting purposes such as billing 
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the owner of a particular imaging Workstation based on the 
number of downloads during a particular period. 

[0029] FIG. 3 illustrates a method 300 for acquiring 
acquisition module, post-processing module and/or aggre 
gated information from a remote location, e.g., softWare 
server 120. In one embodiment, the acquiring acquisition 
module, post-processing module and/or aggregated infor 
mation relate to a particular imaging agent. 

[0030] The method 300 starts in step 305 and proceeds to 
step 307. In step 307, a particular agent, e.g., a particular 
molecular imaging agent is acquired for use in an exami 
nation. The type of examination and/or the type of imager in 
use Will dictate the use of a particular imaging agent. 

[0031] In step 310, a request for the corresponding acqui 
sition module associated With the selected agent is made. For 
example, having selected the molecular imaging agent, a 
user may communicate the identi?er or key to the imaging 
Workstation 110. In turn, the request is sent to the softWare 
server 120 via a netWork Where the requested acquisition 
module (e.g., a set of acquisition parameters) is stored. 
Responsive to the request, the softWare server Will forWard 
the requested acquisition module to the imaging Workstation 
110. 

[0032] In step 320, the requested acquisition module is 
received and used to con?gure the imaging Workstation 110 
and/or the imager 130 based on the acquisition parameters. 

[0033] In step 330, following the con?guration, the imag 
ing Workstation and the imager 130 operate to conduct the 
relevant examination. For example, the user 105 may oper 
ate the imaging Workstation 110 and the imager 130 to 
conduct the examination and to collect the examination data. 

[0034] In step 340, upon completion of the examination, a 
request for the corresponding of post-processing module 
associated With the selected agent is made. For example, 
having selected the molecular imaging agent, the imaging 
Workstation 110 noW has the identi?er or key to the molecu 
lar imaging agent. In turn, the request is sent to the softWare 
server 120 via a netWork Where the requested post-process 
ing module (e.g., a set of post-processing parameters) is 
stored. Responsive to the request, the softWare server Will 
forWard the requested post-processing module to the imag 
ing Workstation 110. Although method 300 illustrates the 
steps of requesting the acquisition module and the post 
processing module as separate steps, the present invention is 
not so limited. For example, both the acquisition module and 
the post-processing module can be obtained in a single 
request. 

[0035] In step 350, method 300 applies the received post 
processing parameters to process the collected data. For 
example, the user 105 post-processes the examination data 
and completes the examination and the method ends in step 
355. 

[0036] It should be noted that method 300 is described as 
having to make request for the acquisition module and the 
post-processing module for each examination. The present 
invention is not so limited. In an alternate embodiment, it is 
contemplated that if both the acquisition module and the 
post-processing module have already be doWnloaded, e.g., 
for use in an examination for a previous patient, then it is 
unnecessary to request for the acquisition module and/or the 
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post-processing module repeatedly. The imaging Worksta 
tion 110 can simply track or account for the number of times 
that the relevant acquisition module and/or the post-process 
ing module have been used. This accounting information can 
be sent to the softWare server at a later time. This approach 
may avoid the need to communicate With the softWare server 
repeatedly, thereby alleviating delay and also improving 
reliability if the softWare server is not in operation for 
Whatever reasons. Alternatively, the cost of the softWare 
modules can be built into the cost of the molecular imaging 
agent itself, such that the identi?cation code of the molecular 
imaging agent is also used as an authoriZation code for 
accessing (e.g., locating and unlocking) softWare that the 
operator of the imaging Workstation has already paid for 
When the molecular imaging agent Was purchased. 

[0037] Alternatively, each doWnloaded module may have 
a prede?ned number of applications, such that after the 
prede?ned number of applications have been exhausted, 
then it is necessary to doWnload the modules again. The 
speci?c accounting implementation can be tailored to a 
particular arrangement betWeen the operator of the imaging 
Workstation and the operator of the softWare server. 

[0038] FIG. 4 illustrates a method 400 for processing a 
request for an acquisition module, a post-processing module 
and/or aggregated information from a client in accordance 
With the present invention. Namely, method 400 re?ects the 
perspective from the softWare server 120 in servicing a 
plurality of clients, e.g., one or more imaging Workstations 
110 and/or one or more information sources 160. 

[0039] Method 400 starts in step 405 and proceeds to step 
410. In step 410, method 400 receives and stores a plurality 
of acquisition modules and/or post-processing modules. 
These modules are created “off-line” and are received from 
different sources, e.g., pharmaceutical companies, hospitals, 
universities, research labs, manufacturers of imagers, other 
clients and so on. Namely, these information sources 160 
may have updated information or parameters associated With 
a particular imaging agent that can be embodied in various 
softWare modules that can be doWnloaded for use. The 
softWare modules are received and stored by the softWare 
server 120. 

[0040] In step 420, method 400 receives a request for at 
least one stored module, e.g., an acquisition module and/or 
a post-processing module. The request may comprise an 
identi?er associated With a particular molecule imaging 
agent. Alternatively, it may comprise the agent’s identi?er 
plus pertinent patient information. 

[0041] In step 430, method 400 locates the requested 
module and forWards the requested module to the client, 
e.g., the imaging Workstation 110. Depending on the speci?c 
implementation, the requested module can be retrieved via 
a look-up operation using the identi?er associated With the 
particular molecule imaging agent. Alternatively, an evalu 
ation may be performed on the pertinent patient information 
to properly select the pertinent module. 

[0042] In step 440, method 400 updates account informa 
tion of the client that made the request. For example, method 
400 may record the type and the number of times that a 
particular module Was forWarded to the client. As discussed 
above, there are various accounting methods that can be 
deployed. As such, this account updating step Will be 
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tailored in accordance With the agreed method of accounting 
betWeen the operator of the software server and each client. 

[0043] In step 450, method 400 may optionally receive a 
request for aggregated information. It is contemplated that 
each client may return collected or post-processed data back 
to the softWare server after the examination has been con 
ducted using the relevant molecular imaging agent. The 
collected or post-processed data can be submitted Where the 
personal information about the patient is removed. One 
reason is that the collected and post-processed data can be 
aggregated, searched and analyZed. It can also be provided 
to various information sources 160 that Were responsible in 
generating the acquisition and/or post-processing modules. 
This aggregated information Will alloW the information 
sources 160 to analyZe and update the relevant parameters in 
the modules, if necessary. The operator of the imaging 
Workstation 110 may also Want the aggregated information 
as Well, e. g., hoW often a particular molecular imaging agent 
is used at large, hoW Well did it perform, Which is the 
preferred post-processing module for a particular molecular 
imaging agent, and so on. 

[0044] In step 460, method 400 forWards the aggregated 
information to the requesting client. Method 400 then ends 
in step 465. 

[0045] It should be understood that the methods 300 and 
400 (or a subset of steps Within the methods) as discussed 
above can be implemented in a general purpose computer, 
e.g., the Workstation 110 and the software server 120. For 
example, these methods can be represented by one or more 
softWare applications (or even a combination of softWare 
and hardWare, e.g., using application speci?c integrated 
circuits (ASIC)), Where the softWare is loaded from a storage 
medium, (e.g., a magnetic or optical drive or diskette) and 
operated by the CPU in the memory of the computer (e.g., 
Within the Workstation 110 and the softWare server 120). As 
such, the methods of FIGS. 3 and 4 (including associated 
data structures) of the present invention can be stored on a 
computer readable medium, e.g., RAM memory, magnetic 
or optical drive or diskette and the like. 

[0046] While the foregoing is directed to embodiments of 
the present invention, other and further embodiments of the 
invention may be devised Without departing from the basic 
scope thereof, and the scope thereof is determined by the 
claims that folloW. 

1. A method for deploying at least one softWare module, 
the method comprising: 

requesting said at least one softWare module associated 
With an imaging agent; and 

receiving said at least one requested softWare module 
from a softWare server via a netWork. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein said at least one 
softWare module is an acquisition module comprising at 
least one acquisition parameter. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

con?guring an imaging Workstation using said at least one 
acquisition parameter. 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

conducting an examination using said imaging agent in 
accordance With said at least one acquisition parameter. 
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5. The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

forWarding collected data derived from said examination 
to said softWare server. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

requesting aggregated information from said softWare 
server. 

7. The method of claim 2, Wherein said acquisition 
module is a plug-in module. 

8. The method of claim 1, Wherein said at least one 
softWare module is a post processing module comprising at 
least one post processing parameter. 

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

processing data collected from an examination using said 
imaging agent in accordance With said at least one post 
processing parameter. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

forWarding said post processed data to said softWare 
server. 

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

requesting aggregated information from said softWare 
server. 

12. The method of claim 8, Wherein said post processing 
module is a plug-in module. 

13. A method for distributing at least one softWare mod 
ule, the method comprising: 

storing at least one softWare module associated With an 
imaging agent; 

receiving a request for said at least one softWare module; 
and 

forWarding said at least one requested softWare module to 
a client via a netWork. 

14. The method of claim 13, Wherein said at least one 
softWare module is an acquisition module comprising at 
least one acquisition parameter. 

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 

receiving collected data derived from an examination 
using said imaging agent in accordance With said to at 
least one acquisition parameter. 

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

sending aggregated information derived from said col 
lected data to said client. 

17. The method of claim 14, Wherein said acquisition 
module is a plug-in module. 

18. The method of claim 13, Wherein said at least one 
softWare module is a post processing module comprising at 
least one post processing parameter. 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising: 

receiving post processed data from an examination using 
said imaging agent in accordance With said at least one 
post processing parameter. 

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

sending aggregated information derived from said post 
processed data to said client. 

21. The method of claim 18, Wherein said post processing 
module is a plug-in module. 
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22. An apparatus for deploying at least one software 
module, comprising: 

means for requesting said at least one software module 
associated with an imaging agent; and 

means for receiving said at least one requested software 
module from a software server via a network. 

23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein said at least one 
software module is an acquisition module comprising at 
least one acquisition parameter. 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, further comprising: 

means for con?guring an imaging workstation using said 
at least one acquisition parameter. 

25. The apparatus of claim 24, further comprising: 

means for conducting an examination using said imaging 
agent in accordance with said at least one acquisition 
parameter. 

26. The apparatus of claim 25, further comprising: 

means for forwarding collected data derived from said 
examination to said software server. 

27. The apparatus of claim 26, further comprising: 

means for requesting aggregated information from said 
software server. 

28. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein said acquisition 
module is a plug-in module. 

29. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein said at least one 
software module is a post processing module comprising at 
least one post processing parameter. 

30. The apparatus of claim 29, further comprising: 

means for processing data collected from an examination 
using said imaging agent in accordance with said at 
least one post processing parameter. 

31. The apparatus of claim 30, further comprising: 

means for forwarding said post processed data to said 
software server. 

32. The apparatus of claim 29, wherein said post process 
ing module is a plug-in module. 

33. An apparatus for deploying at least one software 
module, comprising: 

an imager; and 

an imaging workstation for requesting said at least one 
software module associated with an imaging agent, and 
for receiving said at least one requested software mod 
ule from a software server via a network. 

34. An apparatus for distributing at least one software 
module, comprising: 

means for storing at least one software module associated 
with an imaging agent; 

means for receiving a request for said at least one software 
module; and 

means for forwarding said at least one requested software 
module to a client via a network. 

35. The apparatus of claim 34, wherein said at least one 
software module is an acquisition module comprising at 
least one acquisition parameter. 
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36. The apparatus of claim 35, further comprising: 

means for receiving collected data derived from an exami 
nation using said imaging agent in accordance with said 
to at least one acquisition parameter. 

37. The apparatus of claim 36, further comprising: 

means for sending aggregated information derived from 
said collected data to said client. 

38. The apparatus of claim 35, wherein said acquisition 
module is a plug-in module. 

39. The apparatus of claim 34, wherein said at least one 
software module is a post processing module comprising at 
least one post processing parameter. 

40. The apparatus of claim 39, further comprising: 

means for receiving post processed data from an exami 
nation using said imaging agent in accordance with said 
at least one post processing parameter. 

41. The apparatus of claim 40, further comprising: 

means for sending aggregated information derived from 
said post processed data to said client. 

42. The apparatus of claim 39, wherein said post process 
ing module is a plug-in module. 

43. Acomputer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
plurality of instructions, the plurality of instructions includ 
ing instructions which, when executed by a processor, cause 
the processor to perform the steps of a method for deploying 
at least one software module, comprising of: 

requesting said at least one software module associated 
with an imaging agent; and 

receiving said at least one requested software module 
from a software server via a network. 

44. The computer-readable medium of claim 43, wherein 
said at least one software module is an acquisition module 
comprising at least one acquisition parameter. 

45. The computer-readable medium of claim 44, further 
comprising: 

con?guring an imaging workstation using said at least one 
acquisition parameter. 

46. The computer-readable medium of claim 45, further 
comprising: 

conducting an examination using said imaging agent in 
accordance with said at least one acquisition parameter. 

47. The computer-readable medium of claim 46, further 
comprising: 

forwarding collected data derived from said examination 
to said software server. 

48. The computer-readable medium of claim 47, further 
comprising: 

requesting aggregated information from said software 
server. 

49. The computer-readable medium of claim 44, wherein 
said acquisition module is a plug-in module. 

50. The computer-readable medium of claim 43, wherein 
said at least one software module is a post processing 
module comprising at least one post processing parameter. 

51. The computer-readable medium of claim 50, further 
comprising: 

processing data collected from an examination using said 
imaging agent in accordance with said at least one post 
processing parameter. 
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52. The computer-readable medium of claim 51, further 
comprising: 

forwarding said post processed data to said software 
server. 

53. The computer-readable medium of claim 52, further 
comprising: 

requesting aggregated information from said softWare 
server. 

54. The method of claim 50, Wherein said post processing 
module is a plug-in module. 

55. Acomputer-readable medium having stored thereon a 
plurality of instructions, the plurality of instructions includ 
ing instructions Which, When eXecuted by a processor, cause 
the processor to perform the steps of a method for distrib 
uting at least one softWare module, comprising of: 

storing at least one softWare module associated With an 
imaging agent; 

receiving a request for said at least one softWare module; 
and 

forWarding said at least one requested softWare module to 
a client via a netWork. 

56. The computer-readable medium of claim 55, Wherein 
said at least one softWare module is an acquisition module 
comprising at least one acquisition parameter. 

57. The computer-readable medium of claim 56, further 
comprising: 
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receiving collected data derived from an examination 
using said imaging agent in accordance With said to at 
least one acquisition parameter. 

58. The computer-readable medium of claim 57, further 
comprising: 

sending aggregated information derived from said col 
lected data to said client. 

59. The computer-readable medium of claim 56, Wherein 
said acquisition module is a plug-in module. 

60. The computer-readable medium of claim 55, Wherein 
said at least one softWare module is a post processing 
module comprising at least one post processing parameter. 

61. The computer-readable medium of claim 60, further 
comprising: 

receiving post processed data from an examination using 
said imaging agent in accordance With said at least one 
post processing parameter. 

62. The computer-readable medium of claim 61, further 
comprising: 

sending aggregated information derived from said post 
processed data to said client. 

63. The computer-readable medium of claim 60, Wherein 
said post processing module is a plug-in module. 


