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(57) ABSTRACT 

A poWer saving cache and a method of operating a poWer 
saving cache. The poWer saving cache includes circuitry to 
dynamically reduce the logical siZe of the cache in order to 
save poWer. Preferably, a method is used to determine 
optimal cache siZe for balancing poWer and performance, 
using a variety of combinable hardWare and softWare tech 
niques. Also, in a preferred embodiment, steps are used for 
maintaining coherency during cache resiZing, including the 
handling of modi?ed (“dirty”) data in the cache, and steps 
are provided for partitioning a cache in one of several Way 
to provide an appropriate con?guration and granularity 
When resiZing. 
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METHOD OF DYNAMICALLY CONTROLLING 
CACHE SIZE 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

[0001] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0002] This invention generally relates to microprocessor 
caches, and more speci?cally, to dynamically controlling 
cache siZe. 

[0003] 2. Background Art 

[0004] There is an industry Wide drive to loWer poWer 
consumption in microprocessors for improved performance, 
speeds, battery life, environmental needs, poWer supply 
limitations, etc. Due to the shrinking geometry, advanced 
CMOS processors have increasingly higher leakage currents 
and thus static poWer dissipation. High performance proces 
sors are increasing in complexity according to “Moore’s 
LaW” (complexity doubles every eighteen months) increas 
ing the number of transistors and thus poWer consumption. 
Additionally, processor caches are groWing at a rate faster 
than that of the processor logic. The net result is that the 
caches are consuming a larger portion of the processor’s 
poWer. 

[0005] Currently, the cache siZe and cache poWer con 
sumption remain constant during microprocessor usage. 
Furthermore, during loW poWer operation, the full DC 
portion of the poWer consumption is still dissipated, serving 
no purpose. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0006] An object of this invention is to provide a method 
and apparatus for poWering doWn sections of a micropro 
cessor cache to minimize poWer consumption, While not 
impacting performance When high performance is required. 

[0007] Another object of the invention is to minimiZe 
leakage poWer from a microprocessor cache When full 
performance of the microprocessor is not required. 

[0008] These and other objectives are attained With a 
poWer saving cache and a method of operating a poWer 
saving cache. The poWer saving cache includes circuitry to 
dynamically reduce the logical siZe of the cache in order to 
save poWer. Preferably, a procedure is used to determine 
optimal cache siZe for balancing poWer and performance, 
using a variety of combinable hardWare and softWare tech 
niques. 

[0009] Also, in a preferred embodiment, steps are taken 
for maintaining coherency during cache resiZing, including 
the handling of modi?ed (“dirty”) data in the cache. Proce 
dures may be provided for partitioning a cache in one of 
several Ways to provide an appropriate con?guration and 
granularity. 

[0010] Further bene?ts and advantages of the invention 
Will become apparent from a consideration of the folloWing 
detailed description, given With reference to the accompa 
nying draWings, Which specify and shoW preferred embodi 
ments of the invention. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0011] 
[0012] FIG. 2 shoWs the cache array of FIG. 1 With 
one-half of the array poWered off. 

[0013] FIG. 3 illustrates the effect of reducing the cache 
to half siZe. 

[0014] 
niZation. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a direct mapped cache array. 

FIG. 4 depicts a 2-Way set associative cache orga 

[0015] FIG. 5 shoWs an 8-Way set associative cache 
partitioned in tWo halves. 

[0016] FIG. 6 shoWs an 8-Way set associative cache 
partitioned into a plurality of equally siZed sections. 

[0017] FIG. 7 illustrates an 8-Way set associative cache 
partitioned into a plurality of segments With binary Weight 
ing. 

[0018] FIG. 8 shoWs an alternate 2-Way set associative 
cache With Way poWered off. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0019] Partitioning Caches for PoWer Savings 

[0020] In accordance With the present invention, to realiZe 
the poWer savings, the cache arrays of a processor are 
designed such that they can be partially poWered off Without 
compromising data integrity or system operation. TWo spe 
ci?c methods, referred to as “horizontal” and “vertical” 
partitioning, are described beloW in detail. 

[0021] HoriZontal Partition 

[0022] A direct mapped cache implies that each memory 
location can be cached in exactly one cache location. HoW 
ever, each cache line may be mapped into a number of 
memory locations. 

[0023] FIG. 1 shoWs a representation 10 of a simpli?ed 
direct mapped cache array of siZe “CacheSiZe” and a map of 
a processor’s memory 12. The memory array 12 is broken 
doWn into CacheSiZe blocks. Data in the memory array can 
be stored in the cache at the same indeX as it is in memory 
(offset from the beginning of the CacheSiZe block of 
memory). The “Tag” value of that cache location then stores 
the number of the memory block. This can be mathemati 
cally represented as: 

IndeX=MemAddress MOD (CacheSiZe), 

Tag=MemAddress DIV (CacheSiZe). 

[0024] The memory locations in the area 14 Would also be 
stored in the same location in the cache, but Would have 
different tag values. A memory location in area 16 Would 
have the same tag as “Data,” but be stored at a different 
indeX in the cache array. 

[0025] To reduce poWer, the siZe of the cache array 10 is 
reduced. HoWever, With reference to FIG. 2, When this is 
done, the cache array 10 can no longer hold the contents of 
any given memory location. In the eXample of FIG. 2, the 
location “Data” can no longer be cached. 

[0026] To solve this problem, “CacheSiZe” could be 
changed to re?ect the neW siZe of the cache, but then the 
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“index” values Would change for all data still in the cache, 
as Would the “Tag” value because of the neW siZe of the 
cache block. 

[0027] FIG. 3 illustrates the effect of reducing the cache 
10 to half siZe. The contents of the entire cache are purged 
to reorder the cache. If the cache is reduced in siZe by half, 
then a bit is also added to each of the caches’ “tag” Words 
because there are noW tWice as many memory blocks. 

[0028] On reinstating the poWer to the entire cache, the 
opposite process occurs. Again, the cache is purged because 
the Index and the Tag values change due to the change in 
CacheSiZe. 

[0029] If the cache is Write-thru (all contents Written into 
the cache are also Written to memory), the cache is simply 
invalidated on a siZe change. This could be done With 
minimal impact on a task sWitch. HoWever, if the cache is a 
Writeback cache (data Written to cache is not Written to 
memory until a valid cache line is needed for neW data), as 
are many on processor caches, the cache Will contain data 
not stored elseWhere. This data, referred to as “dirty” data, 
is Written back to memory before the siZe change takes 
place. 
[0030] Vertical Partition 

[0031] The preferred embodiment, vertical partition, 
employs a set-associative cache With N “Ways,” and parti 
tions the caches’ poWer islands along the “Ways.” 

[0032] An associative cache can be thought of as multiple 
direct caches, each of the same siZe. Each entry in the cache 
has its oWn tag and index. An associative cache alloWs tWo 
entries to be cached that have the same index value, but are 
in different “blocks” of memory. 

[0033] FIG. 4 shoWs tWo data elements (Datal and Data2) 
that have the same offset (index) from the beginning of their 
respective memory blocks, but reside in different blocks. If 
the cache Were direct map, only one of these locations could 
be resident in the cache. 

[0034] In accordance With this embodiment of the inven 
tion, each subset of “Ways” can be poWered individually (or 
in groups). For example, as illustrated in FIG. 5 at 50, an 
8-Way set associative cache might be partitioned in tWo 
halves, With one half able to be poWered off during loW 
poWered operation. Other examples (again, using the 8-Ways 
example) might be eight poWer partitions, as shoWn in FIG. 
6 at 60, or a binary Weighted poWer scheme (including a 
“permanently” poWered Way, a variable poWered 1-Way, 
2-Way, and 4-Way segment) as shoWn in FIG. 7 at 70. 
Multiple Ways could be taken of?ine depending on the 
poWer savings mode or poWer/performance trade-off. 

[0035] Partitioning along “Ways” alloWs the cache parti 
tions to be poWered on/off Without affecting the address 
compare logic or the data in other cache partitions. 

[0036] With vertical partitioning, changing poWer states 
does not require a ?ush and reload of the entire cache, as it 
does With horiZontal partitioning. 

[0037] In FIG. 8, cache Way 1 still has the same siZe as the 
memory block, so all memory addresses are still mapped by 
the cache. Way 2 has been poWered doWn, so it can no longer 
cache data. The entire memory space is still cached, hoW 
ever. The associativity of the cache is changed (in this case 
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from tWo-Way to direct mapped), not the block siZe. It may 
be noted that, if the cache is a Write-back cache, then Data2 
must be Written back before the poWer is lost. 

[0038] When poWer is reapplied, Way 2 simply has to set 
all tags to invalid and it can then start loading cache lines. 

[0039] Maintaining Data Integrity During Cache PoWer 
Transitions 

[0040] In the preferred embodiment, care is taken to insure 
data integrity before cache elements are poWered on or off. 
On the one hand, during the poWer-off transition, it is 
preferred that copies of all data elements exist in an area not 
to be poWered off. In this Way, no data are lost When the 
cache is poWered doWn. On the other hand, When poWer is 
reapplied to the cache array, preferably the control bits are 
set such that each cache entry is invalid. 

[0041] Write-Through Caches 

[0042] Write-through caches do not contain data that is not 
held in a loWer level of the memory hierarchy. No special 
precautions need be taken With such caches, other than to 
guarantee that any outstanding Writes to memory have been 
completed. Any Write buffers (e.g. read-around-Write buff 
ers) are to be ?ushed to main memory before they can be 
poWered doWn (though it is not necessary to poWer doWn 
such buffers to use this invention). 

[0043] During the poWer-on transition, all cache lines in 
the neWly poWered-on cache must be marked as “invalid” 
because data may be lost or obsolete after the poWer cycle. 

[0044] Write-Back Caches 

[0045] Write-back caches pose special challenges because 
data held in the caches may not exist elseWhere in the 
system. Therefore, in the preferred embodiment, special 
requirements are placed on the poWer-off sequences to 
guarantee data integrity. That is, all “dirty” lines of the cache 
are saved before the poWer can be sequenced off. There are 

several Ways in Which this can be done. These include Write-thru partition, (ii) forced ?ush cache lines Written back 

to storage, (iii) forced move, (iv) mode change Write back to 
Write-thru, and (iv) replacement policy change change LRU 
algorithm. 

[0046] i) Write-Through Partitions 

[0047] A comparatively simple method to ensure data 
integrity is to force the controllable cache partitions to be 
Write-thru. For performance reasons, the non-controllable 
cache partitions can be Write-back. The line replacement 
policy could prefer the non-poWer controllable Write-back 
Ways for Writes (dirty lines Would tend to be Ways that are 
alWays poWered) and either Write-thru or Write-back for read 
operations. 

[0048] 
Storage 

ii) Forced-Flush—Cache Lines Written Back to 

[0049] During a “forced ?ush,” a state machine (softWare, 
hardWare, or a combination) searches through the cache 
“Way(s)” to be poWered doWn, in search of dirty cache lines. 
When a dirty line is found, it is Written back to main 
memory. 
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[0050] iii) Forced Move 

[0051] A forced move is similar to a forced-?ush, except 
that data (and of course the associated tags) are moved from 
the Way to be poWered doWn to a Way that Will retain poWer 
and that has no “dirty” bit set (the dirty bit indicates that this 
data does not eXist anyWhere else and should be retained). If 
all poWered Ways are “dirty,” a fallback to ?ush may be 
needed. 

[0052] 
[0053] During the poWer doWn transition, the cache “Way” 
is set from Write-back to Write-thru. As lines of the cache are 
Written, the data held in the cache Will be Written back to 
storage, thereby creating a copy of the data in system 
storage. When a line has been Written back to memory, its 
“dirty” bit can be cleared since the main storage contains the 
same data as the cache line. When all lines in the Way have 
been Written, the cache can safely be poWered off. Special 
logic could perform a Write-back as lines are touched, 
improving the Write-back time. 

[0054] v) Replacement Policy Change—Change LRU 
Algorithm 

iv) Mode Change—Write-Back to Write-Through 

[0055] When a cache partition (Way) is to be poWered 
doWn, the LRU policy can be changed to favor the partitions 
that are to remain poWered. The Ways that are to remain 
poWered can be favored over the Ways that are not to be 
poWered doWn. Writes can be prohibited from the Ways to be 
poWered doWn. Reads could still use the Ways to be poWered 
doWn in the interim since there are no data integrity issues 
if read data are lost from the cache. 

[0056] Guaranteeing a “Clean” Cache 

[0057] Before poWering off a cache partition, it is pre 
ferred to ensure that no lines are dirty. In some modes of 
operation (eg the above discussed “mode change”), it 
cannot be guaranteed that all dirty cache lines have been 
Written back after an arbitrary time. Thus, special attention 
may be taken to ensure that all lines are “clean” before 
dropping poWer on a cache partition. There are several Ways 
of accomplishing this. These include forced ?ush or 
forced move, (ii) busy bit counter, (iii) busy “OR,” and (iv) 
?nal ?ush. 

[0058] i) Forced-Flush or Forced Move (See the Above 
Discussed “Forced Move”) 

[0059] After a forced move or ?ush, the state machine 
guarantees that there are no dirty bits left. 

[0060] 
[0061] A counter is added for each poWer boundary or 
cache Way and used to count the number of dirty bits. When 
a dirty bit is changed from “0” to “1” (not dirty to dirty), the 
counter is incremented. When changed from “1” to “0” 
(dirty to not dirty), it is decremented. While ?ushing the 
cache before poWering it doWn, the counter is tested for Zero, 
indicating that all lines are clean and poWer may be 
removed. 

[0062] iii) Busy—“OR” 
[0063] All busy bits in the cache partition are ORed to a 
common busy bit. After a poWer doWn request is ?elded (and 
one of the ?ush methods discussed above started), this signal 
indicates that all busy cache lines are ?ushed. This “OR” can 

ii) Busy Bit Counter 
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be a sloW Wired “OR,” since it’s output is in the poWer doWn 
timing path rather than in the critical performance path. 

[0064] iv) Final Flush 

[0065] After some time letting the cache ?ush itself, a 
forced ?ush may be used (cache lines may be stagnant, but 
“busy”). Either a hardWare or softWare initiated ?ush can be 
used to clean the remainder of the cache. 

[0066] v) Further Partitioning the Cache 

[0067] The cache Way may be partitioned again. Assuming 
a vertically partitioned cache (along a cache Way boundary), 
the cache Way can be further subdivided along a “horiZon 
tal” direction. Each horiZontal segment can then be poWered 
individually for ?ner poWer resolution. 

[0068] Each poWer partition then Would use a cache 
clearing method (such as one of the above-discussed forced 
?ush/move, busy-bit counter, or busy OR methods) to indi 
cate a clean sub-segment. Each sub-segment can be poWered 
off as it is cleared. After a prescribed time, the remaining 
dirty sub-segments can be forced using a softWare or hard 
Ware ?ush. 

[0069] 
[0070] A preferred implementation of poWer control 
involves physically partitioning the Vdd or ground planes 
going into a cache circuit based upon a particular Way Within 
the cache. This approach eliminates the AC and DC poWer 
associated With the poWer island. One Would partition either 
the Vdd or ground Wires attached to a Way of the cache. This 
involves attaching an NFET, if controlling the ground island, 
or a PFET, for Vdd, and placing this appropriately siZed 
transistor in series With these poWer islands. One poWer 
island for each Way of the cache. The circuits affected by 
these poWer islands Would be the bits, bit lines, and sense 
amps for that Way. Each of these poWer island controlling 
transistors Would control a different Way. Another circuit that 
may also contain poWer controlling partitions is the associ 
ated tag for this cache. Again, each Way inside the tag Would 
have its poWer island partitioned and controlled. 

Implementation of PoWer Control 

[0071] Another implementation Would be to stop the 
affected bit lines and sense amps, Within the affected Way, 
from precharging. This Would save AC poWer only by not 
alloWing the dynamic circuits in the affected area from 
precharging and evaluating. 

[0072] Determining Optimum Cache SiZe 

[0073] Given hardWare capable of recon?guring to alloW 
various cache siZes, methods and systems are provided, in 
accordance With a second aspect of the present invention, to 
instruct the hardWare to go into loW poWer states, or to 
recover to the full poWer/performance state. Preferred meth 
ods and systems, discussed beloW in detail, include hard 
Ware and softWare means. 

[0074] HardWare 

[0075] The system hardWare can monitor system utiliZa 
tion. When the system utiliZation reaches a certain (loW) 
threshold, the hardWare is instructed (for example, by one of 
the above-discussed methods) to reduce cache siZe. Upon 
reaching some second (high) threshold, more cache parti 
tions are poWered on and returned to the operational pool. 
The hardWare methods are independent of operating system 
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(OS). Under this scheme, the hardware power detection 
logic would directly control the sequencing of data saving 
techniques and power switching. No OS intervention would 
be required. 

[0076] HLT Threshold 

[0077] Many operating systems use a halt (HLT) instruc 
tion in the idle thread of the OS. When there are no tasks to 
be dispatched, the processor is halted, reducing the switch 
ing power of the device. When an interrupt is received 
(signaling work to be done), the processor returns to the 
operating state and services the interrupt. This process, as 
used today, does nothing to reduce the DC or “leakage” 
power seen in large cache arrays since they remain powered 
on. 

[0078] To realiZe DC power savings, a HLT threshold can 
be implemented in hardware. Atimer is started upon encoun 
tering a HLT (an existing timer may be used). When the 
timer expires, the cache is instructed to use one of the above 
methods of powering off portions of the cache. The time 
between the HLT and the timer expiring can be used to 
consolidate cache data (reducing active ways, etc.). 

[0079] Hit-Rate Threshold 

[0080] In this procedure, hardware measures hits versus 
misses over time (rate of change, integrate cache use over 
time, if it is dropping, reduce cache) either horiZontal 
(address space) or vertical (way). This can be expressed 
mathematically as: 

hits/time=decrease cache size, 

misses/time=increase cache size. 

[0081] Cache UtiliZation Threshold 

[0082] With this procedure, the hardware measures the age 
(since last access) of the cache content. Cache data above an 
age threshold indicates that cached data is not of critical 
value. This data may be moved back to main memory and 
the cache siZe reduced. 

[0083] System Hardware 

[0084] In this procedure, a signal from hardware (such as 
closing the lid on a laptop) may be used to directly signal the 
hardware to go into one or more of the power saving modes. 

[0085] Software 

[0086] The software methods and systems for controlling 
cache siZe use the operating system or application programs 
to instruct the hardware which power mode to use. There are 
three classes of software control Directed, Static, and 
Dynamic. Software control of power control requires a 
hardware facility for the software to use to indicate the 
appropriate power mode. This facility could be a control 
register bit (or bits). 

[0087] Directed Power Control 

[0088] This class of software control over the cache siZe is 
similar to the hardware methods, except that the operating 
system controls the cache power hardware. The hardware 
does not change power state without intervention from the 
software/OS. This is an important method for controlling 
power, as it allows quality of service considerations to be 
incorporated into the management strategy. 
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[0089] Operating systems today are being designed to 
manage power by monitoring resources and adjusting sys 
tem parameters to optimiZe power while maintaining per 
formance at a required level. For example, by monitoring 
how much time the processor is idle, the OS can scale 
frequency and voltage down when lower performance is 
required (indicated by high idle time) in order to save power. 
A dynamically siZeable cache could be controlled similarly, 
such that it is reduced in siZe when performance require 
ments are lower, and restored to a larger siZe when addi 
tional performance is needed. 

[0090] The operating system can also control the cache 
power hardware via user directed commands or by hard 
ware/OS intervention. 

[0091] Static Power Control (Known Working Set SiZe) 

[0092] Described below are various methods that use 
static software to determine how much L2 cache is required 
to run a given software application prior to use and to adjust 
the cache siZe accordingly to save power. These methods can 
include a directive from the user (programmer), the compiler 
(via local variables), and/or data acquired during perfor 
mance pro?ling. 

[0093] Data Supplied by Developer 

[0094] With this procedure, the program developer 
includes hints in the code headers describing cache attributes 
and performance requirements of the program. In certain 
cases, the hints might be anything from “don’t cache any 
thing” to “time critical.” An example of “don’t cache any 
thing” might be streaming video data. On the other extreme, 
“time critical” might be the codec playing the streaming 
video. That is, whenever the codec is running, the program 
needs “X” amount of cache. 

[0095] Developed by Compiler 

[0096] The second approach, “derived by the compiler,” is 
for the compiler to attempt to derive the working set siZe. To 
determine a “best guess” working set siZe, the compiler 
bases it’s estimation on the space reserved for both local 
variables (function arguments) and any global variables 
referenced within the function. 

[0097] Use Pro?le Information 

[0098] The third approach, “use pro?le information,” is to 
capture working-set information (via pro?ling) and feed the 
pro?ling information back into the compiler using a subse 
quent compile. 

[0099] Using either the derived by the compiler, or the use 
pro?le information approaches, permits the compiler to 
derive an estimation of the work-set siZe. 

[0100] All of these methods result in the compiler having 
some knowledge as to the program requirements within each 
function. At runtime, this working set information 
(<cacheValue>) can be stored on the stack frame. Whenever 
a new function is called, the current <cacheValue> can be 
pushed onto the stack as part of the stack frame, and the new 
<cacheValue> can be “activated” using the value derived 
from the techniques described above. As each function 
completes, the previous <cacheValue> can be popped from 
the stack which restores the cache requirements from the 
previous contest. 
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[0101] Aprocessor register may be used to pass informa 
tion to the hardware. The <cacheValue> can be loaded into 
this special purpose register. The compiler can generate a 
special instruction to update the processor register. 

[0102] At each conteXt switch, the operating system can 
be responsible to maintain the current cache requirements of 
each process. When the process is loaded, the current 
<cacheValue> is loaded into the process table. At each 
conteXt switch, the current processes <cacheValue> is saved 
in the process table and the new processes <cacheValue> is 
loaded into the processor register. 

[0103] Dynamic Power Control (Unknown Working Set 
SiZe) 
[0104] Described below are methods to evaluate the 
amount of cache being utiliZed while the program is running, 
and to adjust the cache accordingly to save power. These 
methods involve a learning process with respect to how 
frequently the cache is being used (measurement) and feed 
ing the information into a dynamic cache adjustment routine 
(action). 
[0105] Control cache parameters to dampen reactions to 
cache siZe 

[0106] With this procedure, feedback is used to modify 
cache policy and siZe to reduce oscillations while going 
from power saving modes to full power operation. The OS 
maintains recent history of cache usage and adjusts the 
cache modes as needed. Hardware assists can be used to 
count hit rates, cache ?ll rates, or other parameters. The OS 
then makes the power mode determination based on recent 
events. 

[0107] ResiZe Cache on Task Switch 

[0108] In this procedure, a cache working set siZe is kept 
along with the task table. When a new task is swapped in, its 
cache footprint is loaded into the current cache parameters 
and the old task’s cache information is swapped out with the 
task. Tables are used to track cache utiliZation with tasks 
currently in use. 

[0109] While it is apparent that the invention herein dis 
closed is well calculated to ful?ll the objects stated above, 
it will be appreciated that numerous modi?cations and 
embodiments may be devised by those skilled in the art, and 
it is intended that the appended claims cover all such 
modi?cations and embodiments as fall within the true spirit 
and scope of the present invention. 

1. A power saving cache comprising: 

circuitry to dynamically reduce the logical siZe of the 
cache in order to save power. 

2. A power saving cache according to claim 1, further 
comprising means for determining an optimal cache siZe for 
balancing power and performance. 

3. Apower saving cache according to claim 2, wherein the 
means for determining an optimal cache siZe includes hard 
ware means. 

4. Apower saving cache according to claim 2, wherein the 
means for determining an optimal cache siZe includes soft 
ware means. 

5. A power saving cache according to claim 1, further 
comprising means for maintaining coherency of data in the 
cache as the siZe of the cache is altered. 
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6. A power saving cache according to claim 5, wherein 
some of the data in the cache is modi?ed data, and the means 
for maintaining coherency includes means for handling said 
modi?ed data. 

7. Apower saving cache according to claim 1, wherein the 
circuitry includes means for partitioning the cache in one of 
several ways to provide a desired con?guration and granu 
larity. 

8. Apower saving cache according to claim 1, wherein the 
circuitry includes means to power off sections of the cache. 

9. Apower saving cache according to claim 1, wherein the 
cache is a set associative cache with N-ways, and the 
circuitry includes means to partition the cache along said 
ways. 

10. A method of operating a power saving cache com 
prising: 

using circuitry to dynamically reduce the logical siZe of 
the cache in order to save power. 

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein the cache is 
a set associative cache including N-ways, and the step of 
using circuitry to dynamically reduce the logical siZe of the 
cache includes the step of using the circuitry to partition the 
cache along the ways. 

12. A method according to claim 11, wherein each of said 
N ways is individually powered. 

13. A method according to claim 10, wherein the cache 
includes data, and the method comprises the further step of 
maintaining integrity of the data as the siZe of the cache is 
altered. 

14. A method according to claim 13, comprising the 
further step of powering off sections of the cache. 

15. Amethod according to claim 14, wherein some of the 
data in the cache is modi?ed data, and the step of maintain 
ing integrity of the data includes the step of, before powering 
off one of the sections of the cache, saving any modi?ed data 
in said one section of the cache. 

16. A method according to claim 15, further comprising 
the step of determining an optimum siZe for the cache given 
a set of power and performance criteria, and wherein the step 
of using circuitry includes the step of using circuitry to 
reduce the siZe of the cache to said optimum siZe. 

17. A method according to claim 16, wherein the step of 
determining an optimum siZe includes the step of using one 
of a prede?ned set of hardware techniques to determine said 
optimum siZe. 

18. Amethod according to claim 16, wherein the cache is 
used in a processor, and the method includes the further 
steps of: 

running on the processor a cache siZe adjustment routine; 
and 

feeding information to said routine to determine the 
optimum siZe of the cache. 

19. A method according to claim 10, wherein the using 
step includes the step of partitioning the cache in one of a 
given number of ways to provide a desired con?guration and 
granularity, said given number of ways comprising equal 
siZed partitions, and (ii) binary weighted with or without a 
constantly powered way. 


