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(54) CPU STORAGE CABINET (57) ABSTRACT 

A storage cabinet for a CPU Where the storage cabinet 
includes tWo side Walls, a top Wall, a bottom Wall, a front 
door, a front spacer panel and a back panel. The storage 

(76) Inventors: Peter K. DeGabriele, Muscatine, IA 
(US); Robert C. Johnson, Muscatine, 
IA (Us) cabinet may be inverted to alloW the door to open from the 

Correspondence Address left side or the right side. A set of casters is also'provided'to 
JONES DAY ' be attached to the bottom of the cabinet. The cabinet is easily 
77 WEST W ACKER assembled by placing the front spacer panel at the bottom of 
CHIC AGO IL 606014692 (Us) the cabinet and adjusting the door vertically on one of the 

’ side Walls so as to have the door disposed above the spacer 
_ panel. Upper and loWer spaces are provided betWeen the 

(21) Appl' NO" 10/666,499 door, the side Walls and the top and bottom Walls at the front 

(22) Filed. Sep_ 19’ 2003 portion of the cabinet. Arecess is provided in one of the side 
Walls at the rear of the cabinet and an opening is provided 

Publication Classi?cation in the back of the cabinet so that ready access to cables, 
Wires and the like connected to the CPU is provided. An 

(51) Int. Cl.7 ................................................... .. A47B 75/00 Opening Covered by an air grille is provided in the side Wall 
(52) US. Cl. ............................................................ .. 312/213 opposite to the side Wall to Which the door is attached. 
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CPU STORAGE CABINET 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] Not applicable. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH 

[0002] Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0004] The present invention relates to a central process 
ing unit (CPU) storage cabinet and more particularly, to a 
universal CPU storage cabinet that may be easily and 
inexpensively made to open from either the left side or the 
right side. 

[0005] 2. Description of the Related Art 

[0006] Most CPU devices are poorly designed boxes that 
are placed in out-of-the-Way locations. Because of the 
unattractive appearance of a CPU, it is often desirable to 
hide it altogether. HoWever, it must be remembered that the 
CPU cannot be physically moved too far from its respective 
computer screen and keyboard. These items are typically 
located on a Work surface, such as a desk that is easily 
accessible by a computer user. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] The present invention described here is a central 
processing unit storage cabinet operable in either of tWo 
invertible positions Wherein the cabinet includes ?rst and 
second side Walls, Where each side Wall includes a height, a 
length, a forWard edge and a rear edge, top and bottom Walls, 
Where each of the top and bottom Walls includes a length and 
a Width, a vertically adjustable door, a door hinge and a 
spacer panel. The top and bottom Walls are attached to the 
side Walls along a portion of the length of the side Walls, 
Where the lengths of the top and bottom Walls are less than 
the lengths of the side Walls. The spacer panel is attachable 
to the side Walls adjacent to either the top Wall or to the 
bottom Wall as a function of Which of the top Wall and 
bottom Wall is in the vertically loWest position. The door is 
attached to one of the side Walls at a vertical location Which 
is a function of the vertical placement of the top Wall and the 
bottom Wall, and the door hinge is attached to the door and 
to the side Wall opposite the door opening. 

[0008] There are a number of advantages, features and 
objects achieved With the present invention Which are 
believed not to be available. For example, one advantage is 
that the present invention provides a CPU storage cabinet 
With a door that may be left or right opening and easily 
transformed from one opening to the other. Other objects of 
the present invention are to provide a CPU storage cabinet 
Which is inexpensive, versatile, functional and attractive. A 
further advantage of the present invention is that the CPU 
storage cabinet is easy to move and alloWs facilitated 
hook-up of the CPU With an attendant computer screen and 
keyboard. Yet another feature of the present invention is the 
provision of a CPU storage cabinet Which effectively hides 
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an unsightly CPU. A still further advantage is that the 
cabinet is Well ventilated, alloWing ventilation to one side or 
the other. 

[0009] A more complete understanding of the present 
invention and other objects, advantages and features thereof 
Will be gained from a consideration of the folloWing descrip 
tion of a preferred embodiment read in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWing provided herein. The preferred 
embodiment represents an example of the invention Which is 
described here in compliance With Title 35 U.S.C. section 
112 (?rst paragraph), but the invention itself is de?ned by 
the attached claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 

[0010] FIG. 1 is an isometric vieW of a CPU storage 
cabinet With a closed door. 

[0011] FIG. 2 is an isometric vieW of the CPU storage 
cabinet shoWn in FIG. 1 With the door in an open position 
after pivoting right to left. 

[0012] FIG. 3 is an inverted isometric vieW of the CPU 
storage cabinet shoWn in FIG. 1 (partially assembled) 
illustrating a left side opening door (the door pivoting from 
left to right). 

[0013] FIG. 4 is an isometric vieW of the CPU storage 
cabinet after a partial recon?guration before inverting. 

[0014] FIG. 5 is a doWnWard looking isometric vieW of 
the CPU storage cabinet shoWn in FIG. 1 With the door 
closed. 

[0015] FIG. 6 is a rear isometric vieW of the CPU storage 
cabinet shoWn in FIG. 1. 

[0016] FIG. 7 is a bottom isometric vieW of the CPU 
storage cabinet shoWn in FIG. 1 illustrating an attached set 
of casters. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

[0017] While the present invention is open to various 
modi?cations and alternative constructions, the preferred 
embodiment shoWn in the various ?gures of the draWing Will 
be described herein in detail. It is understood, hoWever, that 
there is no intention to limit the invention to the particular 
embodiment, form or example Which is disclosed. On the 
contrary, the intention is to cover all modi?cations, equiva 
lent structures and methods, and alternative constructions 
falling Within the spirit and scope of the invention as 
expressed in the appended claims, pursuant to Title 35 
U.S.C. section 112 (second paragraph). 

[0018] Referring noW to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is shoWn a 
CPU storage cabinet 10 having tWo side Walls 12, 14, a top 
Wall 16, a bottom Wall 18, a door 20, tWo door hinges 22, 24 
and a spacer panel 26. It is intended that a CPU (not shoWn) 
may be disposed on the bottom Wall and behind the door, 
When closed. 

[0019] Referring noW also to FIG. 3, each side Wall 
includes a height represented by the arroW 30 and a length 
represented by the arroW 32, a forWard edge 34 and a rear 
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edge 36. In a like manner, the top and bottom Walls 16, 18 
have a length depicted by the arrow 40 and a Width depicted 
by the arrow 42. 

[0020] The side Wall 12 includes a large central opening 
covered by an air grille 44. The side Wall 12 also includes a 
slanted surface 46 on the forWard edge 34 and a recess 48 
formed in the rear edge 36. The slanted forWard edge alloWs 
a user’s ?ngers to curl behind the door When it is closed so 
that it may be pivoted to an open position. The recess 48 in 
the rear edge provides an opening for easy access to cables 
and Wires connected to the CPU. 

[0021] The door 20 is vertically adjustable so that the 
cabinet can be easily con?gured betWeen right and left 
opening versions. This is accomplished by having a series of 
fastener receiving openings 50 formed on the inside surface 
51 of the side Wall 14. The hinges 22, 24 each have one 
portion Which is received Within a door aperture 52 and 
screWs Which are connected to the door by a pair of screWs 
receiving apertures 54, 56. The rearWard portion of the hinge 
is connected to the side Wall 14 by screWs placed in a pair 
of the openings 50 formed in the side Wall. This is done at 
an appropriate vertical level depending on Whether the door 
is to open on the right side or the left side. For a left side 
opening door, the vertical level of the door is shoWn in FIG. 
3. For a right side opening door, the vertical level of the door 
is shoWn in FIG. 4 before the cabinet is inverted, as shoWn 
in FIG. 2. 

[0022] The side Walls also contain fastener receiving aper 
tures, such as the tWo apertures 60, 62, FIG. 3, and apertures 
64, 66, FIG. 4, at each vertical end of the side Wall 14. This 
alloWs the spacer panel 26, also called a kickplate, to be 
attached to brackets, such as the bracket 68, FIG. 3, and then 
connected to both side Walls by inserting fasteners into the 
appropriate fastener apertures. The term “fastener” used in 
this speci?cation refers primarily to screW type fasteners, 
hoWever, other types of fasteners may be found useful and 
may be used Without departing from the basic structure of 
the cabinet. 

[0023] The cabinet also includes tWo back panels 70, 72, 
FIG. 6, forming a central opening 73 alloWing easy access 
to the CPU stored in the cabinet. 

[0024] Hidden fasteners, Well knoWn to those skilled in 
the art, are mounted Within the top Wall 16 and the bottom 
Wall 18 and are represented by circles, such as the circle 74, 
FIG. 2, in the top Wall 16 and circle 76, FIG. 4, in the 
bottom Wall 18 and alloW easy assembly and disassembly of 
the top and bottom Walls to the side Walls. 

[0025] Referring noW to FIGS. 2, 3, 4 and 5, it is apparent 
that the lengths of the top and bottom Walls 16, 18 are less 
than the lengths 32 of the side Walls 12, 14. This con?gu 
ration provides for an upper opening 80, FIGS. 3 and 5, in 
the top of the cabinet betWeen the door 20 and the top Wall 
16, and a loWer opening 82, FIGS. 2 and 4 in the bottom of 
the cabinet betWeen the door 20 and the bottom Wall 18. The 
openings 80, 82 along With the air grille 44 alloW for good 
ventilation for the CPU and also alloWs the air grille to be 
facing to the left or the right. 

[0026] To facilitate mobility, the cabinet includes a set of 
four casters 90, 92, 94, 96, FIG. 7, attached to the bottom 
Wall 18 using screW fasteners and fastener receiving aper 
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tures, such as the apertures 100, 102, 104, 106, FIG. 4, as 
formed in the bottom Wall 18. 

[0027] It is to be understood the terms “top” and “bottom” 
are used for convention only because the cabinet may be 
inverted depending upon Whether the door is to open on the 
left side or the right side. Hence, in FIGS. 2 and 4, the door 
is shoWn opening from the right side. In this con?guration, 
the top Wall 16 is located at a higher vertical elevation than 
the bottom Wall 18. HoWever, When the door is to be opened 
from the left side, then the bottom Wall 18 is at a higher 
elevation than the top Wall 16 as shoWn in FIG. 3. FIG. 4 
illustrates the cabinet being recon?gured from that shoWn in 
FIG. 3, right side open door, to that shoWn in FIG. 2, left 
side open door. Thus, the door is vertically loWered (as long 
as the bottom Wall 18 is more elevated than the top Wall 16) 
and the spacer panel is moved from a “loWer” position 
shoWn in FIG. 3 to an “upper” position shoWn in FIG. 4. 
Thereafter, the cabinet is turned upside doWn or inverted so 
that the attitude shoWn in FIG. 2 is assumed. 

[0028] In operation, if the cabinet is in an unassembled 
state, assembly is easily and quickly done by attaching the 
side Walls to the top and bottom Walls. Next, the back panels 
are attached to the side Walls. Thereafter, the hinges are 
attached to the door and depending on Whether the door is 
to open from the left or from the right, the hinges are 
attached to the side Wall 14 as a function of Whether the 
cabinet is inverted or right side up. If inverted as shoWn in 
FIG. 4, the door is attached in a loWered position, the spacer 
panel is attached to the side Walls above the door, the casters 
are installed upside doWn and the completed cabinet is 
inverted, ready for use. 

[0029] If the cabinet is right side up after attaching the 
Walls and back panels, the door is attached at a higher 
elevation, leaving room for attachment of the spacer panel. 
The cabinet is then turned on its side or inverted for 
installation of the casters. After installation, the cabinet is 
turned so that the casters are at the bottom of the unit, 
Whereupon the cabinet is ready for use. 

[0030] The cabinet is easily moved on the casters and 
because of the side and rear access to the stored CPU, the 
CPU can quickly be brought up to a Workstation and 
connected to a screen, keyboard, mouse and netWork. The 
cabinet is versatile, functional and attractive, and it makes 
Work spaces more ?eXible and versatile and more aestheti 
cally appealing as Well. The cabinet may be placed under a 
Work surface or it may stand alone. Further, a decorative 
cover may be placed on top of the cabinet. 

[0031] The above speci?cation describes in detail the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. Other 
eXamples, embodiments, modi?cations and variations Will, 
under both the literal claim language and the doctrine of 
equivalents, come Within the scope of the invention de?ned 
by the appended claims. For eXample, different fasteners 
may be used, the cabinet may have a different outer design 
and the amount of open space at the side, the rear and top and 
bottom of the cabinet may be altered. These are all consid 
ered to be equivalent structures. Further, they Will come 
Within the literal language of the claims. Still other alterna 
tives Will also be equivalent as Will many neW technologies. 
There is no desire or intention here to limit in any Way the 
application of the doctrine of equivalents nor to limit or 
restrict the scope of the invention. 
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1. Astorage cabinet for a central processing unit operable 
in either of tWo invertible positions Wherein: 

said cabinet includes ?rst and second side Walls, top and 
bottom Walls, a vertically adjustable door, a door hinge 
and a spacer panel; 

said side Walls each includes a height, a length, a forWard 
edge and a rear edge; 

said top and bottom Walls each includes a length and a 
Width; 

said top and bottom Walls are attached to said side Walls 
along a portion of the length of said side Walls, the 
lengths of said top and bottom Walls being less than the 
lengths of said side Walls; 

said spacer panel is attachable to said side Walls adjacent 
to either said top Wall or to said bottom Wall as a 
function of Which of said top Wall and bottom Wall is 
in the vertically loWest location; 

said door is attached to one of said side Walls at a vertical 
position Which location is a function of the placement 
of said top and said bottom Wall; and 

said door hinge is attached to said door and attachable to 
said one of said side Walls. 

2. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 1 including: 

a set of casters attached to either said top Wall or to said 
bottom Wall as a function of the placement of said top 
and said bottom Walls. 

3. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 1 including: 

a slanted edge formed along the forWard edge of the side 
Wall not attached to said door. 
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4. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 1 including: 

a recess formed in said rear edge of said side Wall not 
attached to said door. 

5. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 1 including: 

an air grille attached to said side Wall not attached to said 
door. 

6. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 1 including: 

a back panel connected to said side Walls and forming 
With said side Walls a rear opening in said storage 
cabinet. 

7. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 1 including: 

a set of casters attachable to either said top Wall or to said 
bottom Wall as a function of the placement of said top 
and said bottom Walls; and 

a slanted edge formed along the forWard edge of the side 
Wall not attached to said door. 

8. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 7 including: 

a recess formed in said rear edge of said side Wall not 
attached to said door. 

9. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 8 including: 

a back panel connected to said side Walls; and Wherein 

said side Walls and said back panel form an opening in the 
rear of said storage cabinet. 

10. The storage cabinet as claimed in claim 9 including: 

an air grille attached to said side Wall not attached to said 
door. 


