
US 20050053315A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2005/0053315 A1 
(19) United States 

Aasen (43) Pub. Date: Mar. 10, 2005 

(54) STRUCTURED RECLOSABLE PACKAGING 

(76) Inventor: Eric J. Aasen, GlenWood City, WI (US) 

Correspondence Address: 
OPPENHEIMER WOLFE & DONNELLY LLP 
45 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 3300 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 (US) 

(21) Appl. No.: 10/655,976 

(22) Filed: Sep. 5, 2003 

Publication Classi?cation 

(51) Int. Cl? ................................................... .. B65D 33/02 

(52) us. Cl. ........................ .. 383/119; 383/104; 383/120; 
383/122; 383/63 

(57) ABSTRACT 

Disclosed herein is ?exible packaging With a relative rigid 
structure portion, and an efficient method for manufacturing 
the same, that provides ?exible packaging With an interior 
support that is able to contain products such as snacks, 
confections, pet foods, and liquids. The present invention 
provides for shearing and reinforcing portions of a primary 
Web to form a bag. Asupportive structure is also sheared and 
con?gured into a predetermined shape. The supportive 
structure is affixed inside the loWer portion of the bag and 
provides form and support to the bag. The bag may also have 
a reclosable top portion that encloses the contents of the 
packaging. 
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STRUCTURED RECLOSABLE PACKAGING 

[0001] This application is related to US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 09/698,009, ?led Oct. 26, 2000, entitled 
“CUTTING AND LAMINATING APPARATUS FOR 
PRODUCING REINFORCED WEB,” and US. Patent 
Application Ser. No. 60/410,149, ?led Sep. 12, 2002, 
entitled “FLAT-BOTTOMED RECLOSABLE PACKAGE 
WITH GUSSETS.” 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present invention relates to reclosable pack 
aging With interior support, and manufacturing processes for 
the same. More speci?cally, the present invention relates to 
packaging that may include properties of both a reclosable/ 
resealable bag, but more speci?cally the characteristics of a 
structured canister that provides support and protection to 
the contents of the packaging. The packaging of the present 
invention may be used to contain foodstuffs in a structured 
and supported manner that has the outWard look and feel of 
a ?exible bag. 

[0003] Various existing packaging designs provide a 
reclosable feature that alloWs the contents of the packaging 
to be accessed multiple times and closed after each time the 
packaging is opened. For instance, for the purposes of food 
packaging, ?exible bags and rigid canisters both provide 
distinct bene?ts. Bag-like designs offer ?exible, lightWeight 
packaging, Which can be resealed With a plastic Wrapping 
?lm or adhesive. Canister-like designs offer a more support 
ive container, Which can be reclosed With a lid that is 
snapped or screWed into the body of the canister. Other 
packaging exists that offers some of the advantages of these 
designs, such as pouch packaging, Which is ?exible like a 
bag but can stand upright like a canister. 

[0004] These existing packaging designs satisfy the basic 
goal of providing a reclosable enclosure for foodstuffs. 
HoWever, the designs fail to address certain needs of the 
modern consumer. For instance, the bag designs offer little 
if any protection for the contents they enclose. Further, bag 
packaging generally cannot maintain a predetermined shape 
or con?guration, nor stand upright. While pouch packaging 
can usually maintain its upright position, it fails to offer 
strong protection for its contents. Pouch packaging typically 
requires more side seals than exist on standard bag packag 
ing, thereby incurring additional time and expense for the 
manufacturing process of pouch packaging. 

[0005] Canister designs typically provide more support 
and protection to their contents than bag designs, but avail 
able canisters have a limited number of shapes or con?gu 
rations and are restricted in the types of reclosable lids they 
can use. Perhaps even more signi?cant, canister designs 
require dense materials that are expensive to acquire, manu 
facture, and transport. 

[0006] In order to provide a case effective ?exible reclos 
able package that maintains a predetermined shape While 
offering strong protection for the contents, it is contemplated 
that improvements are needed before consumers are pro 
vided With a plastic bag that meets their needs. These 
improvements must relate to structured packaging of the 
present invention that minimizes the materials required for 
producing each bag and reduces the overall production 
expenses by decreasing the number of manufacturing steps. 
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Additionally, the present invention provides a reclosable 
structured packaging that is not limited to the methods of 
enclosing rigid canisters. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] In order to provide cost effective, bag-like rigid 
packaging and an ef?cient method for manufacturing the 
same, the present invention provides ?exible packaging With 
an interior support that is able to contain products such as 
snacks, confections, pet foods, and liquids. The structured 
packaging of the present invention provides for a bag that 
has been appropriately sheared and reinforced. The bag has 
a supportive structure af?xed inside the package that can 
supply support for the product and provide a method for 
keeping the package open for easy access or pouring. 
Additionally, the bag may have a reclosable top portion that 
encloses the contents of the bag. 

[0008] The bag of the present invention is preferably 
formed from a primary Web, Wherein a reinforcing material 
is utiliZed to selectively reinforce portions of the bag. 
Reinforcing the bag material is particularly useful at sealing 
points, reclosing points, and other locations on the bag that 
require additional strength and durability. Because the over 
all exterior of the packaging is created from a bag sheared 
of various Webs, the manufacturing of the packaging 
requires feWer steps than knoWn packaging designs. For 
instance, pouch packages are typically manufactured from 
Webs as Well but require multiple side seals, Which involve 
additional manufacturing. The packaging of the present 
invention can provide an upright bag that requires only a 
single side seal. 

[0009] The supportive structure inside the bag may be 
formed from a variety of materials, such as a ?exible ?lm 
packaging, into a variety of shapes. The support structure is 
a rigid material that may be manipulated into predetermined 
shapes and con?gurations using both knoWn methods and 
those disclosed herein for manufacturing packaging. For 
example, the support may be a heat-sealable structure that is 
manipulated using laser scoring. The support structure in its 
?nal state is a relatively rigid body that has been formed into 
a predetermined shape, such as a box or tube. Alternatively, 
the support structure may be individual components that, 
When incorporated into the package, Will form the desired 
structure. 

[0010] When the supportive structure is appropriately 
formed, it is af?xed to the inside the primary Web such that 
the bag and structure is formed, and the supportive structure 
is in the loWer portion of the bag so that the bag encapsulates 
the support. The support is generally borne by the bag and 
?ts snuggly therein such that the bag ?ts around the exterior 
of the support and substantially conforms to the shape and 
con?guration of the support. The support may be heat sealed 
or sealed via other methods, i.e., pressure sensitive adhesive, 
spray adhesive, ultrasonic and the like, to the bag to ensure 
that the support is properly retained therein. The upper 
portion of the bag may extend beyond the height of the 
support such that the upper portion of the bag is ?exible and 
has the general characteristics of a bag Without such support. 

[0011] The support structure can either conform to the 
bag’s shape or take a shape distinct from that of the bag. For 
instance, the packaging may take on a “box-in-a-bag” struc 
ture, Where the support has a square or rectangular shape and 
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the bag has a round shape, or the bag conforms to the 
support’s rectangular shape. Alternatively, both the support 
and the bag may have a round shape, Where the support is 
a tube-like structure and the round bag ?ts around the 
support. Avariety of different shapes is contemplated being 
used for both the bag and the support structure While keeping 
Within the teaching of the present invention. 

[0012] In addition to the supportive structure inside the 
bag, the upper portion of the bag material may constitute 
either a reclosable or non-reclosable opening. Where the bag 
is recloseable, the reclosable means may be achieved With a 
plastic Wrapping ?lm, a Zipper lock, resealable adhesive 
strips, easy-snap technology or any number of bag-closing 
approaches. Any of the existing methods of enclosing bag 
packaging are applicable. 

[0013] Accordingly, the present invention provides a cost 
effective rigid packaging that maintains the versatility and 
manufacturing bene?ts of a more ?exible bag/package. The 
structured packaging of the present invention minimiZes the 
materials required for producing each bag and reduces the 
overall production expenses by decreasing the number of 
manufacturing steps. Additionally, the present invention 
provides a reclosable structured packaging that is not limited 
to the methods of enclosing rigid canisters. Any of the 
existing methods of enclosing bag packaging are usable With 
the structured packaging of the present invention. This and 
other bene?ts of the dual nature of a structured bag are 
achieved by the present invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0014] The present invention Will be more fully and com 
pletely understood from a reading of the Detailed Descrip 
tion of the Invention in conjunction With the draWings, in 
Which: 

[0015] FIGS. 1A and 1B are a top and side vieW, respec 
tively, of one embodiment of a reclosable package according 
to the present invention; 

[0016] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of another embodi 
ment of a reclosable package With a supportive structure 
Where the top portion of the package is in a closed position; 

[0017] FIG. 3 is a top vieW of the reclosable package of 
FIG. 2 With a supportive structure Where the top portion of 
the package is in an opened position; and 

[0018] FIG. 4 is an interior vieW of a reclosable package 
With a supportive structure, shoWing the supportive structure 
in more detail. 

[0019] FIG. 5 is a ?rst vieW of an alternative embodiment 
of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0020] As shoWn in FIGS. 1A and 1B, a ?exible package 
(bag 1) With a supportive structure 2 built into the package. 
The supportive structure 2 is appropriately formed and 
af?xed to the loWer portion 4 of bag 1 such that the bag 
encapsulates the support as shoWn. Preferably, the support 
for the supportive structure 2 is generally borne by the bag 
1, and the supportive structure 2 ?ts snuggly therein such 
that the bag 1 ?ts around the exterior of the supportive 
structure 2 and substantially conforms to the shape and 
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con?guration of the supportive structure 2. The supportive 
structure 2 may be heat sealed, or the like, to bag 1 to ensure 
that supportive structure 2 is properly retained therein. The 
upper portion 6 of bag 1 may extend beyond the height of the 
support 2 such that the upper portion 6 of bag 1 is ?exible 
and has the general characteristics of a bag Without a 
support. For instance, the support may be 31/2 inches in 
height, While the bag may extend upWard beyond the top of 
the support an additional 41/2 inches. The loWer portion of 
bag 1 is shaped into a structured form that may give the 
packaging the ability to stand upright and protect its con 
tents. The loWer portion 4 of bag 1 may have any practical 
shape, such as square or rectangular, that provides stability 
and balance to the packaging. The upper portion 6 of bag 1 
maintains bag-like characteristics and is not given the same 
structured form as loWer portion 4. This con?guration offers 
more protection to the contents of the packaging than a 
regular unstructured bag. 

[0021] The upper portion 6 of bag 1 may constitute either 
a reclosable or non-reclosable opening. Where the bag is 
recloseable, the reclosable means may be achieved With a 
plastic Wrapping ?lm, a Zipper lock, resealable adhesive 
strips, or any number of bag-closing approaches. For 
example, as shoWn in FIG. 1A and 1B, easy-snap technol 
ogy 8 is used as a reclosable feature. The easy-snap tech 
nology is disclosed in US. Pat. Nos. 6,350,057, 5,983,594, 
5,944,425, 5,937,615, 5,928,749 and 4,679,693, all to For 
man, and is incorporated herein by reference. As described 
herein, the reclosable portion of the bag may be created by 
selectively reinforcing parts of the main bag Web With 
sheared reinforcing strips 18 that are laminated to the main 
bag Web, as discussed in more detail beloW. See, FIG. 5. 

[0022] The supportive structure can either conform to the 
bag’s shape or take a shape distinct from that of the bag. For 
example, the packaging may take on a “box-in-a-bag” 
structure, Where the support has a square or rectangular 
shape and the bag has a round shape or conforms to the 
support’s rectangular shape. See FIGS. 2-4. As shoWn, bag 
15 has a supportive structure 26 that has a square or 
rectangular shape, may be manufactured by scoring the 
supportive material at the fold locations. Various scoring 
methods Will achieve the appropriate folds, including the 
laser scoring as previously described. 

[0023] Alternatively, as shoWn in FIG. 5, both the support 
18 and bag 19 may have a round shape, Where support 18 is 
a tube-like structure and rounded bag 19 ?ts around support 
18. Avariety of different shapes are contemplated being used 
for both the bag and the support While keeping Within the 
teaching of the present invention. 

[0024] The supportive structure of the present invention 
inside the bag can be formed from a variety of materials, 
such as a ?exible ?lm packaging, into a variety of shapes. 
The support is a rigid material (relative to the primary Web 
material) that can be manipulated into predetermined shapes 
and con?gurations by using both knoWn methods and those 
disclosed herein for manufacturing packaging. For instance, 
the support may be a heat-sealable structure that is manipu 
lated using laser scoring. The support, in its ?nal state, is a 
relatively rigid body that has been formed into a desired 
shape such as a box, as shoWn in FIGS. 2-4 or tube. 

[0025] Alternatively, the rigid body may be comprised of 
speci?c components that are con?gured to form the desired 
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structure When incorporated into the bag. For instance, the 
rigid body may comprise tWo components that are ?xedly 
attached to the bag: a ?rst component that supports the left 
side of the bag and the portions of the front and back of the 
bag that are adjacent to the left side, and a second component 
that supports the right side of the bag and the portions of the 
front and back of the bag that are adjacent to the right side. 

[0026] During assembly, the present invention as shoWn in 
FIGS. 1-5, may be formed from a primary Web, and support 
structure/reinforcing material is utiliZed to selectively rein 
force portions of the bag. Reinforcing the bag material is 
particularly bene?cial at sealing points, reclosing points, or 
any other locations on the bag that require additional 
strength and durability. One method of providing the desired 
support or structure includes using a primary Web handling 
system and a secondary Web handling system, a cross Web 
shear, a strip handling system and a laminating device. The 
primary Web handling system handles the main Web of 
packaging material, or primary Web, Which Will be rein 
forced, via the secondary Web handling system for later 
operations. 

[0027] In order to provide the supportive structure/rein 
forcement, strips may be produced from a secondary Web 
and then laminated to the primary Web. Speci?cally, the 
secondary supply Web may be fed by the secondary Web 
handling system and provides reinforcing material to the 
cross Web shear, Which cuts the secondary Web into rein 
forcing strips of selectable prede?ned Width. Subsequently, 
the laminating device is then utiliZed to attach the reinforc 
ing strip to the primary Web at appropriate locations. More 
detail on the laminating process may be found in related 
application U.S. Ser. No. 09/698,009, ?led Oct. 26, 2000, 
entitled “CUTTING AND LAMINATING APPARATUS 
FOR PRODUCING REINFORCED WEB”, Which is incor 
porated herein by reference. 

[0028] It is contemplated, to appropriately reinforce the 
primary Web, the reinforcing strip/support structure can be 
relatively narroW and small compared to the primary Web, 
and precisely positioned relative to the primary Web. Lami 
nation of the reinforcing strip to the primary Web in the 
desired location is then easily accomplished. While the use 
of the above-described system is one Way of ef?ciently 
reinforcing or providing structure to a package, other meth 
ods are also possible. For example, a pre-dimensioned 
reinforcing tape, pressure sensitive adhesive, spray adhe 
sive, or ultrasonic adhesive may be used. Alternatively, the 
primary Web material may be overlapped to provide multiple 
layers at the desired location. 

[0029] After the appropriate portions of the primary Web 
have been reinforced, the Web is sheared, if necessary, and 
then the bag is formed therefrom With, for example, a top 
seal, a bottom seal and a length-Wise seal, as shoWn in FIGS. 
1-5. Referring to FIGS. 2-4, the bottom of the bag 15 may 
be gusseted 20 to form a ?at surface 22 that causes the 
package to stand up. The bottom seal 24 is made by ?rst 
folding the sides 26 of bag 15 toWards the center thereof. 
While the sides are being held in place, the end of the bag 
is sealed to form a ?at, square shaped surface that causes the 
packaging to stand upright. Another seal 28 may be formed 
length-Wise along one side of the package to form the sides 
of the pack, de?ning the interior volume of the bag. More 
detail on a ?at-bottomed stand up package may be found in 
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Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/410,149, ?led Sep. 12, 
2002, entitled “FLAT-BOTTOMED RECLOSABLE 
PACKAGE WITH GUSSETS”, Which is incorporated 
herein by reference. 

[0030] The top of the bag may be sealed in a manner 
consistent With existing vertical form ?ll and seal technol 
ogy (VFFS) and horiZontal form ?ll and seal technology 
(HFFS). For example, in an VFFS environment, a ?at, 
full-length seal across the Width of the top of the bag is 
made. Since there are no gussets in the top seal, the addition 
of a reclosable feature is possible Where the bag material is 
reinforced. The reclosable feature of the present invention 
may be achieved With any conventional re-closing mecha 
nism, such as a Zipper, Zipper-slider seal, easy-snap tech 
nology, or adhesive strips. 

[0031] A mechanical module, laser module, or the like 
may be used for scoring or perforating the reinforcing strips 
and support structure. The module can also be used to cut, 
slit, or mark selected portions of the support or the primary 
Web used to form the bag. The module can be easily 
integrated into a packaging machine used to manufacture the 
present invention. More detail on laser scoring and perfo 
rating may be found in related application Ser. No. 09/698, 
009, ?led Oct. 26, 2000, entitled “CUTTING AND LAMI 
NATING APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING 
REINFORCED WEB”, as stated above. 

[0032] Those skilled in the art Will further appreciate that 
the present invention may be embodied in other speci?c 
forms Without departing from the spirit or central attributes 
thereof. In that the foregoing description of the present 
invention discloses only exemplary embodiments thereof, it 
is to be understood that other variations are contemplated as 
being Within the scope of the present invention. Accordingly, 
the present invention is not limited in the particular embodi 
ments Which have been described in detail therein. Rather, 
reference should be made to the appended claims as indica 
tive of the scope and content of the present invention. 

1. A reclosable bag comprising: 

a pair of gusseted sides disposed betWeen a front Wall and 
a rear Wall, Wherein the gussets are located on a loWer 

portion of the sides; 

a supportive structure having a predetermined shape 
located on an interior loWer portion of the reclosable 
bag, the supportive structure providing reinforcement 
to the bag material such that a portion of each Wall and 
side engages the supportive structure and conforms to 
the orientation of the supportive structure, Wherein a 
?at bottom is created on the bag, the bottom de?ning a 
base for the bag to maintain a stand-up orientation; 

a reclosable device located proximate a bag opening, such 
that no gussets are required on an upper portion of the 
bag; and 

Wherein the bag is con?gured so as to rigidly hold items 
Within the bag While maintaining its predetermined 
shape. 

2. The reclosable bag of claim 1, further comprising: 

front and rear Walls having opposite longitudinal edges 
joined together by an elongate seal made at a contigu 
ous portion thereof; and 
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wherein the bag is formed on a vertical form ?lling 
system. 

3. The reclosable bag of claim 1, Wherein a second 
supportive structure is attached proximate an upper portion 
of the bag, such that the second supportive structure pro 
vides a predetermined shape to the upper portion of the bag. 

4. The reclosable bag of claim 2, Wherein the second 
supportive structure is attached adjacent the reclosable 
device, such that the second support structure provides 
reinforcement to Walls and sides of the bag to prevent 
undesired tearing and damage. 

5. The reclosable bag of claim 4, Wherein the reclosable 
device is an easy-snap mechanism. 

6. The reclosable bag of claim 2, Wherein the bag is made 
of a multi-layered ?lm of thermoplastic material. 

7. A reclosable ?exible plastic package for holding items, 
the package comprising: 

an opposed front Wall and rear Wall, opposed side Walls, 
each Wall having an upper and loWer edge and longi 
tudinal edges, such that the Walls de?ne an interior 
volume for item storage and an opening at upper edges 
thereof; 

a reinforcing member sealed to an upper portion of the 
bag, such that the reinforcing member provides rigidity 
to said ?exible package and a predetermined shape to 
the upper portion of the bag; and 

a reclosable device located proximate the bag opening to 
permit selective opening and closing of the bag. 

8. The reclosable ?exible package of claim 7, further 
comprising a supportive structure located on an interior 
loWer portion of the package, the supportive structure pro 
viding reinforcement to the ?exible package such that a 
portion the Walls envelope the supportive structure and 
conform to the shape of the supportive structure. 

9. The reclosable ?exible package of claim 8, Wherein the 
reclosable device is an easy-snap mechanism. 

10. A ?exible bag for storing items, the bag comprising: 

(a) an opposed front Wall and rear Wall, each Wall having 
an upper and loWer edge and longitudinal edges, such 
that the Walls de?ne a bag opening at upper edges 
thereof; 

(b) a supportive structure located on an interior portion of 
the bag, the supportive structure providing reinforce 
ment to the bag material such that at least one Wall of 
the bag contacts the supportive structure and conforms 
to the orientation of the supportive structure; 

(c) the front and rear Walls, the sides, supportive structure 
and bag bottom de?ne an interior volume of the bag for 
holding items; and 

(d) a reclosable device located proximate the bag opening, 
such that no gussets are required on the upper portion 
of the bag, Wherein the bag opening may be selectively 
opened and closed. 

11. The ?exible bag of claim 10, Wherein said front, rear 
and side Walls and bag bottom are composed of a multi 
layered ?lm of thermoplastic material. 

12. The ?exible bag of claim 10, Wherein said bag has 
portions of the front and rear Walls interconnected together 
at contiguous portions to form a seal extending beloW the 
periphery of said bottom portion. 
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13. The ?exible bag of claim 10, Wherein said front and 
rear Walls have opposite longitudinal edges joined together 
by an elongate seal made at a contiguous portion thereof. 

14. The ?exible bag of claim 10, Wherein the reclosable 
device is an easy-snap mechanism. 

15. The ?exible bag of claim 10, Wherein the bag bottom 
is con?gured such that the bag conforms to a stand-up bag 
orientation. 

16. The ?exible bag of claim 10, Wherein the side Walls 
are gusseted on a loWer portion thereof. 

17. The method of forming a self-standing reclosable 
package comprising: 

providing a supply Web; 

forming an opposed front Wall and rear Wall, Wherein each 
Wall has an upper and loWer edge and longitudinal 
edges, such that the Walls de?ne a package opening at 
upper edges thereof; 

forming a pair of gusseted sides betWeen the front and rear 
Walls, Wherein the gussets are located on a loWer 
portion of the sides; 

attaching a supportive structure having a predetermined 
shape to an interior loWer portion of the reclosable 
package, the supportive structure providing reinforce 
ment to the package Web material such that a portion of 
each Wall and side engages the supportive structure and 
conforms to the orientation of the supportive structure, 
Wherein a ?at bottom is created on the package, the 
bottom of the package de?ning a base for the package 
to maintain a stand-up orientation; 

attaching a reclosable device located proximate a bag 
opening, such that no gussets are required on an upper 
portion of the bag; and 

Wherein a ?exible package con?gured so as to rigidly hold 
items Within the bag While maintaining its predeter 
mined shape is formed. 

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising forming 
a base seal Where the front and rear Walls are interconnected 
together at contiguous portions, such that the gussets are 
formed on the sides When forming the base seal. 

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising forming 
the package using a vertical form ?ll and seal system. 

20. A manufactured package containing goods having a 
reclosable opening, the Web manufactured package formed 
by: 

providing a supply Web; 

providing a packaging mechanism for placing goods 
Within the package formed from the supply Web; 

forming an opposed front Wall and rear Wall, Wherein each 
Wall has an upper and loWer edge and longitudinal 
edges, such that the Walls de?ne a package opening at 
upper edges thereof; 

forming a pair of gusseted sides betWeen the front and rear 
Walls, Wherein the gussets are located on a loWer 
portion of the sides; 

forming a supportive structure having a predetermined 
shape to an interior portion of the reclosable package, 
the supportive structure providing reinforcement to the 
package Web material such that a portion of each Wall 
and side engages the supportive structure and conforms 
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to the orientation of the supportive structure, and 
Wherein the front and rear Walls, the sides, and the 
supportive structure de?ne an interior volume of the 
package; 

attaching a reclosable device proXimate the package open 
ing[, such that no gussets are required on the upper 
portion of the package]; 

?lling the interior volume of the package With goods; and 

Wherein a ?exible package comprising a package body 
enclosing goods is formed. 

21. The manufactured package of claim 20, further com 
prising locating the supportive structure on a loWer portion 
of the package such that a ?at bottom is created on the 
package, the bottom of the package de?ning a base for the 
package to maintain a stand-up orientation. 

22. The manufactured package of claim 21, Wherein the 
packaging mechanism is a vertical form ?ll and seal system. 

23. The manufactured package of claim 21, further com 
prising sealing a reinforcing member to an upper portion of 
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the package, such that the reinforcing member provides 
rigidity to said package and a predetermined shape to the 
upper portion of the package. 

24. The manufactured self-standing package of claim 20, 
further comprising: 

forming a seal along the bottom portion of the package, 
Wherein portions of the front and rear Walls are inter 
connected at contiguous portions to form the seal 
extending beloW the periphery of said bottom portion; 
and 

forming a seal along the opposite longitudinal edges of 
the front and rear Walls, Wherein the elongate seal is 
made at a contiguous portion thereof and runs longi 
tudinally along the rear Wall. 

25. The manufactured self-standing package of claim 24, 
further comprising covering the opening of the package to 
enclose the goods. 


