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(57) ABSTRACT 

Multiple key ranges are correlated With multiple data storage 
areas provided in memory. In storing data in a database, the 
data is stored in the data storage area correlated With the key 
range containing the data. When the addition of a data 
storage area as mentioned above is needed, a given volume 
of data is moved from the multiple data storages to the neWly 
added data storage area and the key ranges for the moved 
data are correlated With the data storage areas. 
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DATABASE MANAGEMENT METHODS AND 
EQUIPMENT AND DATABASE MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM STORAGE MEDIA 

[0001] The present application is a continuation of appli 
cation Ser. No. 09/702,351, ?led Oct. 31, 2000, the contents 
of Which are incorporated herein by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention relates to database management 
technology for storing data in a plurality of storage areas. 
Generally, in a database system having a database, data held 
in the database changes momentarily. When more and more 
neW data is added to the database over time, the data volume 
may exceed the capacity of the storage area prepared for the 
database. 

[0003] For this reason, in the conventional method for 
handling a large scale database, the database is divided into 
several partitions Which are stored in separate storage areas. 
There are three methods for partitioning a database for 
storage into a plurality of database storage areas: key-range 
partitioning, hash partitioning and equi-partitioning. 
Depending on the partitioning method used, one partition 
may be correlated With one storage area, or tWo or more 
partitions may be correlated With one storage area. In case 
of neW data being added over time, tWo Ways of database 
expansion are available. When the key range partitioning 
method is used, a neW key range can be added or a key range 
can be divided. This approach may not require addition of a 
neW database storage area. The other approach is to add a 
neW storage area or expand the existing database area 
Without changing the partitioning. This approach increases 
the database storage area in response to the increase in data 
volume. In contrast, if the hash partitioning method is used, 
it is possible to ?exibly handle data volume increases With 
reduced overhead. 

[0004] HoWever, though initially provided database stor 
age areas can store neWly added data, they may delete old 
data, Which means that the data volume in the storage areas 
does not alWays increase. In this case, to make unused area 
to store neW data, the database is reorganiZed so that old data 
is deleted. 

[0005] On the other hand, for a database system Which 
stores data cumulatively Without deleting old data, since it 
takes resources management cost to prepare sufficient stor 
age areas for expected data volume increases in the future, 
actually it is provided With database storage areas just 
enough to store the expected data volume in the near future 
only; if the data volume becomes too large to store, a neW 
storage area is added. 

[0006] Addition of a database storage area for a database 
necessitates rede?nition of the database. The simplest Way is 
to make a backup copy of the contents of the database and, 
after the database rede?nition for the storage area addition, 
reload the backup database. For a large scale database, this 
procedure requires much time to make a backup copy of the 
database and needs considerable backup media cost and the 
process of reloading is very time consuming. 

[0007] The ?rst public knoWn solution to this problem is 
the US. Pat. No. 4,412,285. This solution discloses a 
technique for pre-partitioning into buckets before partition 
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ing a table by hashing, and correlating the buckets With 
virtual processors for their management. 

[0008] As the second solution in the public domain, a 
technique Which reorganiZes, according to the frequency of 
access, the data in a key-range partitioned database on a 
parallel database system composed of a plurality of proces 
sors has been disclosed in the Japanese Patent Prepublica 
tion No. 139119/94. 

[0009] As the third solution in the public domain, a 
technique Which hierarchically partitions a database on a 
parallel database system composed of a plurality of proces 
sors has been disclosed in Japanese Patent Prepublication 
No. 314299/94. 

[0010] Also, disclosures have been made on a technique 
Which, for a partitioned database on a parallel database 
system composed of a plurality of processors (Japanese 
Patent Prepublication No.141394/ 95 as the fourth solution in 
the public domain) or for a database partitioned using a hash 
function (Japanese Patent Prepublication No. 293006/97 as 
the ?fth solution in the public domain), alloWs data to be 
stored in a neWly added storage area Without the need for 
data rearrangement after the number of database partitions 
has been changed. In this case, hoWever, though data rear 
rangement is unnecessary, all memories for partitions are 
checked at the time of data search. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] In the above methods based on prior art, there is a 
problem concerning large scale databases. When the unused 
area in an initially given database storage area becomes 
insufficient due to addition of data to the table in the 
database, rearrangement of data is needed to increase the 
database scale. 

[0012] In databases Which use the abovementioned hash 
partitioning method, since the result of hashing is dependent 
on the number of partitions or the number of given database 
storage areas, if a neW storage area is added, hashing of the 
data stored so far must be done again according to the 
updated number of partitions and stored again. This is a very 
time-consuming costly process, making it impossible to 
operate the database system ef?ciently. 

[0013] If data is moved to another database storage area 
from each existing database storage area Without restoring 
data as a result of re-hashing for rearrangement, loading of 
all data in each storage area must be done even if some data 
is to be left in the same storage area as a result of re-hashing. 
This makes it dif?cult to reduce data loading time and cost. 

[0014] In databases Which use key range partitioning, data 
rearrangement for a neWly added storage area is not made 
taking the volume of data into consideration, though it is 
possible to add key ranges for maximum and minimum data 
or divide or merge existing key ranges. 

[0015] The object of this invention is to provide a database 
management method or equipment that optimally stores data 
in a plurality of database storage areas. 

[0016] To achieve the above object, the invention uses 
means to correlate a plurality of key ranges With a plurality 
of data storage areas in the memory so that When data is to 
be stored in the database, said data is stored in the data 
storage area correlated With the key range containing said 
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data, and if an additional storage area is needed, a given 
volume of data from the plurality of data storages is moved 
to the above-said newly added storage area and the key 
ranges correlated With said moved data are correlated With 
said data storage areas. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0017] Other objects and advantages of the invention Will 
become apparent during the folloWing discussion of the 
accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

[0018] FIG. 1 shoWs the logic of database partitioning 
Which characteriZes this invention; 

[0019] FIG. 2 shoWs the structure of a database manage 
ment system to embody this invention; 

[0020] FIG. 3 shoWs a general How of the sequence of 
data insertion into the table for this embodiment; 

[0021] FIG. 4 shoWs a general How of the sequence of 
search in the table for this embodiment; 

[0022] FIG. 5 shoWs data ?oWs in data rearrangement 
Which characteriZes this invention; 

[0023] FIG. 6 shoWs the status of storages in database 
partitions after data rearrangement in FIG. 5; 

[0024] FIG. 7 shoWs a general How of the sequence of 
database rearrangement according to this invention; 

[0025] FIG. 8 shoWs the logic of partitioned storage of a 
key-range partitioned database; 
[0026] FIG. 9 shoWs data ?oWs in data rearrangement of 
a key-range partitioned table Which characteriZes this inven 
tion; and 

[0027] FIG. 10 shoWs the status of partitioned storages of 
a key-range partitioned database after data rearrangement in 
FIG. 5. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0028] Next, one embodiment of this invention is 
explained in detail referring to the attached draWings. 

[0029] An object of this embodiment is to provide a 
database management method Which, if a neW database 
storage area is added to a database partitioned by hashing, 
allocates data from existing database storage areas to the 
neWly added database storage area With minimum cost. 

[0030] Another object of this embodiment is to provide a 
database management method Which, if a neW database 
storage area is added to a key-range partitioned database, 
allocates data from existing database storage areas to the 
neWly added database storage area With minimum cost and 
adds a neW key range de?nition for the rearranged data. 

[0031] FIG. 2 shoWs the structure of a computer system in 
this embodiment. The computer system 10 is composed of a 
CPU 12, a main memory 14, external storage devices 20 
such as magnetic disc units and a number of terminals 30. 
On the main memory 14 is a database management system 
40. This includes: database storage areas 50a, 50b, 50c and 
50d Which use a plurality of external storage devices 20 to 
store the database to be managed by the database manage 
ment system 40; a database de?nition information storage 
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area 60 Which manages database de?nition information; and 
a database log storage area 70 Which manages update history 
information related to database updating. In addition, a 
program 2100 that implements the database management 
system 40 is loaded in an external storage device 20. The 
database management system 40 consists of: a database 
access controller 400 Which controls database access 
requests from terminals 30; a data insertion processor 410, 
a data search processor 430; and a rearrangement processor 
450 Which controls rearrangement of data in the database. 

[0032] FIG. 1 shoWs the logic of management of a par 
titioned database according to this invention. 

[0033] As an example, text for de?ning a “ZAIKO” table 
in the database is shoWn beloW. 

CREATE TABLE ZAIKO ( 
SCODE CHAR(10), 
SNAME CHAR (10), 
COL CHAR (4), 
TANKA INTEGER, 
ZSURYO INTEGER) 
HASH BY SCODE IN (DBAREA1, DBAREA2, 
DBAREA3, DBAREA4); 

[0034] According to the above de?nition, the “ZAIKO” 
table is composed of four columns, SCODE, SNAME, COL, 
TANKA, and ZSURYO, each column being given a data 
type. With the SCODE column as a partitioning key, the data 
is partitioned by hashing and stored separately into three 
database storage areas DBAREA1, DBAREA2 and 
DBAREA3. Taking the “ZAIKO” table as an example, the 
logic of table partitioning is explained next referring to FIG. 
1. In FIG. 1, for the data in the SCODE column as a 
partitioning key, a hash value is obtained using a hash 
function and the data is pre-divided into 12 buckets accord 
ing to the bucket map table 80 based on the obtained hash 
value, and if three database storage areas are available, 
initialiZation is made so that four buckets are equally allo 
cated to each database storage area. Also, With each entry in 
the bucket map table 80, pointer is stored for segments in the 
correlated database storage area. A segment is composed of 
a plurality of ?xed-length pages. With bucket entry No. 0, 
the pointer for segment 500a is stored, suggesting that 
segments 500a, 500b, 500a, 500a' and 5006 are chained. 
With bucket entry No. 2, the pointer for segment 501a is 
stored, suggesting that segments 501a, 501b, and 501c are 
chained. From bucket entry No. 2, the pointer for segment 
502a is stored. With bucket entry No.3, the pointer for 
segment 503a is stored, suggesting that segments 503a, 
503b, 503c and 503d are chained. LikeWise, the database 
storage area DBAREA2 stores buckets With bucket entry 
numbers 4 to 7, and the database storage area DBAREA3 
stores buckets With bucket entry numbers 8 to 11. 

[0035] Taking the “ZAIKO” table as an example, a general 
How of data insertion processing sequence is shoWn in FIG. 
3. When a request for data insertion into the database table 
is made, a request as shoWn beloW is issued to the database 
management system in the case of the “ZAIKO” table. 
INSERT INTO ZAIKO VALUES (‘101’, ‘blouse, ‘red’, 
35000, 62) 
[0036] As the above insertion request is inputted from a 
terminal 30 as shoWn in FIG. 2, the database access con 
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troller 400 in the database management system 40 receives 
it. The database access controller 400 analyzes the received 
request and, When it recognizes the request as a data 
insertion request, it transfers the control over the request to 
the data insertion processor 410. In the data insertion pro 
cessor 410, the de?nition information on the “ZAIKO” table 
is obtained from the database de?nition information storage 
area 60 (step 411). From the de?nition information on the 
“ZAIKO” table, it is found that the “ZAIKO” table is 
partitioned into four database storage areas With the 
“SCODE” column as a partitioning key. Hence, the hash 
function is applied to data value ‘101’ corresponding to the 
“SCODE” column. This hash function is so designed-as to 
minimiZe generation of synonyms and as a consequence the 
remainder from division by 12, the maXimum number of 
buckets in this embodiment, becomes the hash value. Let’s 
assume the hash value is 3 in this case. Then, the bucket map 
table is looked into in order to ?nd in Which database storage 
area the roW concerned should be inserted and it is found 
that it is DBAREA (step 413). Furthermore, a check is made 
to see Whether a segment is already allocated for the bucket 
entry No. 3 (step 414) and if a segment is unallocated, a 
segment is neWly allocated (step 415). In case of a segment 
being neWly allocated, the pointer for the allocated segment 
is stored in said bucket entry in the bucket map table. If 
segment 502a is already allocated as shoWn in FIG. 1, 
Whether a free page for insertion of said roW is available in 
segment 502a is checked. If there is no such free page, a neW 
segment is allocated and chained With segment 502a. If there 
is a free page, the page is speci?ed as a page Where the roW 
is inserted (step 416). The roW is inserted in the page thus 
speci?ed (step 417) Upon roW insertion, the updated log for 
said page is obtained in the database log storage area as 
shoWn in FIG. 2. 

[0037] Taking the “ZAIKO” table as an eXample, a general 
How of data search processing sequence is shoWn in FIG. 4. 
When a request for data search is made to the database table, 
a request as shoWn beloW is issued to the database manage 
ment system in the case of the “ZAIKO” table. SELECT 
SCODE, SNAME, COL, TANKA, ZSURYO FROM 
ZAIKO WHERE SNO=‘101’ 

[0038] As the above search request is inputted from a 
terminal 30 as shoWn in FIG. 2, the database access con 
troller 400 in the database management system 40 receives 
it. The database access controller 400 analyZes the received 
request and, When it recogniZes the request as a data search 
request, it transfers the control over the request to the data 
search processor 430, In the data search processor 430, the 
de?nition information on the “ZAIKO” table is obtained 
from the database de?nition information storage area 60 
(step 431). From the obtained de?nition information, it is 
found that the “ZAIKO” table has been partitioned by 
hashing With the partitioning key “SCODE” column. Then, 
a check is made to see Whether the search conditions for said 
search request include any speci?c conditions for the 
SCODE column as a partitioning key (step 432). In the case 
of said search request, since conditions for the SNO column 
are speci?ed, the hash function is applied to determine the 
database storage area to be used (step 433). In this case, the 
hash function is applied to data value ‘101’ corresponding to 
the “SCODE” column. This hash function is so designed as 
to minimiZe generation of synonyms and as a consequence 
the remainder from division by 12, the maXimum number of 
buckets in this embodiment, becomes the hash value. Let’s 
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assume the hash value is 3 in this case. Then, the bucket map 
table is looked into in order to ?nd in Which database storage 
area the roW concerned should be inserted and it is found 
that it is DBAREAl (step 434). Once the database storage 
area to be used is determined, Whether segments are already 
chained in the bucket Within said database storage area is 
checked referring to the bucket map table (step 435). In case 
of segments being chained for said bucket, the data stored in 
all the chained segments is evaluated according to the search 
conditions (step 436). If there are no segments for said 
bucket, it means absence of data Which matches the search 
conditions and thus the search result is Zero match. On the 
other hand, in step 432, if no conditions are speci?ed for the 
810 column as a partitioning key, all database storage areas 
are searched. In case of all database storage areas being 
searched, for segments With non-Zero segments numbers set 
in the bucket map table, Within each database storage area, 
evaluation is made in accordance With the search conditions 
along the segment chain With each component number (steps 
437 and 438). 
[0039] Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6 the logic of data 
rearrangement based on the method for partitioning and 
storing a database according to this invention is explained 
neXt. FIG. 5 shoWs hoW data ?oWs When database storage 
area 50a' is neWly added to the three database storage areas 
shoWn in FIG. 1. When one database storage area is added, 
because the bucket map table 80 is divided into 12 buckets, 
one fourth of the buckets in each eXisting database storage 
area is chosen and moved to the neW database storage area 
4 (50a) so that each of the database storage areas has an 
equal number of buckets. From database storage area 1 
(50a), bucket 3 is chosen from among buckets 0 to 3. 
Referring to the segment chain for the bucket 3 from the 
bucket map table 80, segments 503a, 503b, 503C and 503d 
are entered and moved to database storage area 4 (50d). 
From database storage area 2 (50b), bucket 7 is chosen from 
among buckets 4 to 7. Referring to the segment chain for the 
bucket 7 from the bucket map table 80, segments 507a, 507b 
and 5076 are entered and moved to database storage area 4 
(50a) From database storage area 3 (50c), bucket 11 is 
chosen from among buckets 8 to 11. Referring to the 
segment chain for the bucket 11 from the bucket map table 
80, segments 511a and 511b are entered and moved to 
database storage area 4 (50d). When the bucket rearrange 
ment has been thus ?nished, the database is rearranged as 
shoWn in FIG. 6. Although the order of bucket entry 
numbers in the bucket map table 80 is changed for the 
purpose of better illustration here, it is preferable for the 
bucket entry numbers to be arranged in ascending order. 
Once database storage area 4 (50a) has been added and the 
database rearrangement is complete, buckets 0, 1 and 2 are 
allocated to database storage area 1 (50a), buckets 4, 5 and 
6 to database storage area 2 (50b), buckets 8, 9 and 10 to 
database storage area 3 (50c), and buckets 3, 7 and 11 to 
database storage area 4 (50d). 

[0040] According to the logic of data rearrangement illus 
trated in FIGS. 5 and 6, the data rearrangement processing 
sequence is shoWn in FIG. 7. As a data rearrangement 
request is inputted from a terminal 30 as shoWn in FIG. 2, 
the database access controller 400 in the database manage 
ment system 40 receives it. The database access controller 
400 analyZes the received request and When it recogniZes the 
request as a data rearrangement request, it transfers the 
control over the request to the data rearrangement processor 
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450. In the data rearrangement processor 450, the de?nition 
information on the table is obtained from the database 
de?nition information storage area 60 (step 451). From the 
obtained de?nition information, information on all existing 
database storage areas is picked up. For each of the existing 
database storage areas on Which the information has been 
picked up, Which bucket should be moved is decided refer 
ring to the bucket map table 80 (step 452). In the case of 
FIG. 5, there are three existing database storage areas and 
the bucket map table has a maximum of 12 buckets, so if one 
neW database storage area is to be added, the number of 
buckets in each database storage area should be one fourth 
of the maximum number of buckets. The buckets to be 
moved from the respective database storage areas are chosen 
in this Way. Then, referring to the information on chained 
segments in the bucket map table 80, the segments to be 
moved are extracted (step 453). In this extraction process, 
Whether segments are moved on a page-by-page basis or on 
a segment-by-segment basis should be decided depending 
on the available memory siZe. Then, the segments thus 
extracted are re?ected in the neW database storage area (step 
454) In this re?ection process, neW segments are created in 
the neW database storage area in order to store the extracted 
segments for Writing there. Upon completion of the re?ec 
tion process for the extracted segments, the segments con 
cerned in the existing database storage areas are deleted 
(step 455). Then, the information on segment chains in the 
bucket map table 80 is updated accordingly and the infor 
mation on data allocation to the database storage areas is 
also updated (step 456). 

[0041] The above procedure from step 452 to step 456 
must be taken for all the existing database storage areas from 
Which segments are moved to the neW area, before rear 
rangement processing of all the existing database storage 
areas is ?nished (step 457). As data rearrangement is ended 
With completion of both the data extraction and re?ection 
processes, the information on the neW database storage area 
is re?ected in the database de?nition information to com 
plete the entire rearrangement sequence (step 458). 

[0042] In the above database rearrangement process, there 
is no need to read data on a record-by-record basis from each 
existing database storage area; instead, the data is read on a 
segment-by-segment basis and Written into the neWly added 
database storage area. Also there is no need to read any 
buckets other than the ones to be moved. 

[0043] FIG. 8 shoWs the logic of management of a key 
range partitioned database according to this invention. 

[0044] As an example, text for de?ning a “ZAIKO” table 
in the database is shoWn beloW. 

CREATE TABLE ZAIKO ( 
SCOPE CHAR(10), 
SNAME CHAR(10), 
COL CHAR(4), 
TANKA INTEGER, 
ZSURYO INTEGER) 
IN((DBAREA1) SCODE>vO, (DBAREA2) SCODE>v4, 
(DBAREA3) SCODE>v8; 

[0045] According to the above de?nition, the “ZAIKO” 
table is composed of four columns, SCODE, SNAME, COL, 
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TANKA, and ZSURYO, each column being given a data 
type. With the SCOPE column as a partitioning key, the data 
is key-range partitioned and the partitioned data is stored 
separately into three database storage areas DBAREAl, 
DBAREA2, and DBAREA3. Taking the “ZAIKO” table as 
an example, the logic of table partitioning is explained next 
referring to FIG. 8. In FIG. 8, for the data in the SCODE 
column as a partitioning key, an appropriate database storage 
area is de?ned based on the key range partition de?nition 
and the de?ned database storage area is divided into four 
buckets. Each bucket corresponds to a subdivision of one 
key range. Division into buckets is made by simply dividing 
key ranges or by obtaining access to distribution of actual 
included data and then dividing data into partitions or key 
ranges for equal data volume allocation. 

[0046] If three database storage areas are available, ini 
tialiZation is made so that four buckets are equally allotted 
to each database storage area. Also, With each entry in the 
bucket map table 80, pointers are stored for segments in the 
correlated database storage area. A segment is composed of 
a plurality of ?xed-length pages. Records With the value in 
the SCODE column above v0 and not larger than v4 are 
allocated to database storage area 1. For bucket entry No. 0, 
records With the value in the SCODE column above v0 and 
not larger than v1 are allocated and the pointer for segment 
500a is stored, suggesting that segments 500a, 500b, 500a, 
500a' and 5006 are chained. For bucket entry No. 2, records 
With the value in the SCODES column above v1 and not 
larger than v2 are allocated and the pointer for segment 50101 
is stored, suggesting that segments 501a, 501b and 501c are 
chained. For bucket entry No. 2, records With the value in the 
SCODE column above v2 and not larger than v3 are 
allocated and the pointer for segment 502a is stored. For 
bucket entry No. 3, records With the value in the SCODES 
column above v3 and not larger than v4 are allocated and the 
pointer for segment 503a is stored, suggesting that segments 
503a, 503b, 503c and 503d are chained. LikeWise, database 
storage area DBAREA2 stores buckets With bucket entry 
numbers 4 to 7, and database storage area DBAREA3 stores 
buckets With bucket entry numbers 8 to 11. 

[0047] The logic of data rearrangement of the key-range 
partitioned database based on the method for partitioning 
and storing a database according to this invention is 
explained next referring to FIGS. 9 and 10. FIG. 9 shoWs 
hoW data ?oWs When database storage area 4 (50d) is neWly 
added to the three database storage areas shoWn in FIG. 8. 
When one database storage area is added, because the bucket 
map table 80 is divided into 12 buckets, one fourth of the 
buckets in each existing area is chosen and moved to the neW 
database storage area 4 (50a) so that each database storage 
area has an equal number of buckets. From database storage 
area 1 (50a), bucket 3 is chosen from among buckets 0 to 3. 
Referring to the information on the segment chain for the 
bucket 3 in the bucket map table 80, segments 503a, 503b, 
503c and 503d are entered and moved to database storage 
area 4 (50d). From database storage area 2 (50b), bucket 7 
is chosen from among buckets 4 to 7. Referring to the 
information on the segment chain for the bucket 7 in the 
bucket map table 80, segments 507a, 507b and 507c are 
entered and moved to database storage area 4 (50a) From 
database storage area 3 (50c), bucket 11 is chosen from 
among buckets 8 to 11. Referring to the information on the 
segment chain for the bucket 11 in the bucket map table 80, 
segments 511a and 511b are entered and moved to database 
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storage area 4 (50d). When the bucket rearrangement has 
been thus ?nished, the database is partitioned and rearranged 
as shoWn in FIG. 10. Although the order of bucket entry 
numbers in the bucket map table 80 has been changed for the 
purpose of better illustration here, it is preferable for the 
bucket entry numbers to be arranged in ascending order. 
Once database storage area 4 (SOLD has been added and the 
database rearrangement is complete, buckets 0, 1 and 2 are 
allocated to database storage area 1 (50a), buckets 4, 5 and 
6 to database storage area 2 (50b), buckets 8, 9 and 10 to 
database storage area 3 (50c), and buckets 3, 7 and 11 to 
database storage area 4 (50d). In the case of the key-range 
partitioned database shoWn in this embodiment, the database 
de?nition must be updated after the rearrangement. 

[0048] In this embodiment, the database Which has been 
initially de?ned as being partitioned into three key ranges is 
rede?ned as being partitioned into siX key ranges after the 
rearrangement or moving data from the key ranges. 

[0049] As explained above, the data in the database is 
partitioned into a plurality of pre-?Xed buckets and the 
buckets are stored in physically independent segments 
Within database storage areas so that at the time of data 
rearrangement necessitated by the addition of a neW data 
base storage area, only the data in the buckets to be moved 
needs to be rearranged. 

[0050] In addition, the segments from Which data has been 
taken for rearrangement become free so they can be reused 
as storage segments for other buckets, thereby leading to 
ef?cient use of free database storage space. 

[0051] According to this invention, therefore, it is possible 
to optimally store data in a plurality of database storage 
areas. 

[0052] Although the invention has been described in its 
preferred form With a certain degree of particularity, it is 
understood that the present disclosure of the preferred form 
has been changed in the details of construction and the 
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combination and arrangement of parts may be resorted to 
Without departing from the spirit and the scope of the 
invention as hereinafter claimed. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for managing database storage area, com 

prising the steps of: 

determining a partitioning method of a ?rst bucket map 
table including a plurality of buckets based on a des 
ignation of a data partitioning storing de?nition; 

corresponding buckets de?ned in a second bucket map 
table, in Which data storage areas are updated from said 
?rst bucket map table, to buckets de?ned in said ?rst 
bucket map table based on said partitioning method of 
said ?rst bucket map table; and 

corresponding buckets de?ned in said second bucket map 
table to data storage areas based on a partitioning 
method of a second bucket map table. 

2. A method for managing a database storage area, com 
prising the steps of: 

updating correspondence of buckets de?ned in a second 
bucket map table, in Which data storage areas are 
updated from a ?rst bucket map table, to buckets 
de?ned in said ?rst bucket map table based on a 
designation of a data redistribution process; 

designating data storage means according to buckets of 
Which correspondence of buckets de?ned in a second 
bucket map table to buckets de?ned in said ?rst bucket 
map table is updated; and 

corresponding said designated data storage areas to data 
storage area neWly allocated by said designation of said 
data redistribution process and moving data betWeen 
said designated data storage area and said allocated 
storage area. 


