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FOLDABLE SHEET MATERIAL 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] This invention relates to foldable sheet materials, 
regardless of Whether in a folded or unfolded condition, and 
to sheet articles. 

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION 

[0002] It is knoWn to provide foldable sheet material 
having a ?rst set of concertina folds (Which term means that 
the folds are alternately toWards and aWay from the front of 
the sheet). It is also knoWn to provide foldable sheet material 
having a ?rst set of vertical concertina folds and a second set 
of horiZontal concertina folds, as exempli?ed in WO-A-87/ 
04284. 

[0003] It is also knoWn to provide stiff portions Which 
eXtend over one corner or tWo diagonally opposite corners of 
the folded sheet material. Thus When the folded sheet 
material is in the folded con?guration, the stiff portions 
provide one or tWo covers, under or betWeen Which the 
folded sheet material is protected. 

[0004] When a stiff portion is not present on the folded 
sheet material a disadvantage inherent in the folded material 
is that the edges of the uppermost and loWermost portions of 
the folded sheet are substantially parallel and ?ush With the 
edges of the adjacent portions Within the folded material. It 
is therefore difficult for a user to grasp the edges of the 
uppermost and loWermost portions and unfold the folded 
sheet material by pulling on those portions. 

[0005] The use of stiff portions located on the uppermost 
and loWermost portion alleviates the disadvantage but the 
cost of manufacturing and af?Xing the stiff portions to the 
sheet material considerably increases production costs. 

[0006] It is therefore an aim of preferred embodiments of 
the present invention to overcome or mitigate at least one of 
the disadvantages of the prior art, Whether expressly dis 
closed herein or not. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] According to the present invention in a ?rst aspect 
there is provided a foldable sheet material comprising a ?rst 
set of concertina folds de?ning a plurality of full segments 
in the sheet material, at Which folds the sheet material can 
be folded and unfolded, Wherein the sheet material is pro 
vided With a ?rst segment of the sheet Which When the sheet 
is in a folded con?guration is an outermost segment of the 
folded sheet material, and Wherein at least a portion of the 
?rst segment is shorter in at least one dimension than a full 
segment, When the sheet material is in the folded con?gu 
ration. 

[0008] Preferably the ?rst segment is the outermost seg 
ment When the sheet material is in the fully folded con?gu 
ration. Thus When the sheet material is fully folded about all 
of the folds, the ?rst segment is an outermost segment of the 
sheet material. 

[0009] Preferably the at least a portion of the ?rst segment 
is shorter in at least one dimension than a full segment When 
the sheet material is in the fully folded con?guration. 
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[0010] Suitably the at least a portion of the ?rst segment 
is shorter in at least one dimension than its adjacent segment, 
When the sheet material is in the fully folded con?guration. 

[0011] By concertina folds We mean folds that are alter 
nately toWards and aWay from the front of the sheet. 

[0012] Thus When the folded sheet material is in the fully 
folded con?guration a user may grasp the ?rst segment by a 
shortened edge. The shortened edge can be positioned such 
that the user’s ?ngers and/or thumbs can slide across the 
adjacent segment and under the edge Without the need to 
substantially separate the edge of the ?rst segment from an 
edge of the adjacent segment. 

[0013] The ?rst segment may be shorter in Width, length 
or both Width and length, than a full segment When the sheet 
material is in the folded con?guration. 

[0014] Preferably the ?rst segment comprises a handle 
portion, Which, When the sheet material is in the folded 
con?guration, is presented out of the plane of the ?rst 
segment. Alternatively the handle portion may be presented 
in toWards the ?rst segment, When the sheet material is in the 
folded con?guration. 

[0015] The handle portion may comprise a folded portion 
of a full segment. 

[0016] The handle portion may be a separately connected 
handle portion. 

[0017] The ?rst segment may thus itself comprise a handle 
portion, and thus the segment to Which it is attached Will 
then not constitute the ?rst segment of the sheet material, but 
rather the handle portion constitutes the ?rst segment. In 
embodiments Where the handle portion comprises the ?rst 
segment, the handle portion is shorter in at least one dimen 
sion than the segment to Which it is connected. 

[0018] The sheet material may comprise a second segment 
of the sheet, Which, When the sheet is in the folded con?gu 
ration, forms an outermost segment not comprising the ?rst 
segment of the folded sheet, Wherein at least a portion of the 
second segment is shorter in at least one dimension that a 
full segment in a folded con?guration. The second segment 
is preferably as described for the ?rst segment. 

[0019] Alternatively, the sheet material may comprise a 
segment Which forms an outermost segment of the sheet 
When the sheet is in the folded con?guration, and Which 
includes a stiff portion connected thereto. Preferably the stiff 
portion is larger than the segment in at least one dimension, 
and preferably is larger in both Width and length. Suitably 
the stiff portion comprises a stiff card or stiff plastics portion. 

[0020] In an alternative embodiment, the sheet material 
may be connected to the inside of a hinged cover, the sheet 
material being connected such that, When the sheet is in the 
folded con?guration, the ?rst segment is an outermost 
segment presented from the inside of the cover. 

[0021] Preferably the sheet material comprises a second 
set of folds, and more preferably comprise a second set of 
concertina folds, transverse to the ?rst set of folds. 

[0022] Preferably the ?rst and second sets of folds are 
perpendicular to each other. 

[0023] In preferred embodiments in Which the sheet mate 
rial comprises a second set of folds, at least a portion of the 
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?rst and, When present, second segments, as described 
hereinabove, are shorter in at least one dimension than a full 
segment When the sheet material is folded about both the 
?rst and second set of folds, in the fully folded con?guration. 

[0024] In preferred embodiments in Which the sheet mate 
rial comprises a second set of folds, the ?rst and, When 
present, second segments, as described hereinabove, are an 
or the outermost segment(s) of the sheet material, When the 
sheet material is in the fully folded con?guration. 

[0025] Suitably the sheet material is a rectangular sheet 
material, but may be any suitable shape. 

[0026] Suitably, either the ?rst or second set of folds 
comprises an even number of folds, and the other of the ?rst 
or second set of folds comprises an odd number of folds. 

[0027] HoWever, by experiment We have found that the 
most suitable folding for a rectangular sheet having ?rst and 
second sets of folds, comprises both the ?rst set of folds and 
the second set of folds both having an even number of folds 
or both having an odd number of folds. 

[0028] The invention is particularly suited to printed sheet 
material intended to be carried round in the pocket, for 
Which purpose the folds may divide the sheet material into 
segments of about 4 to 8 cm Width and 6 to 12 cm length. 
It is preferred that the sheet material, in the folded con?gu 
ration should be credit-card siZed, that is With the folds 
dividing the material into segments of about 5 to 51/2 cm 
Width by 8 to 81/2 cm length. 

[0029] The sheet material may, during folding thereof, be 
folded ?rst about the ?rst set of folds and then the second set 
of folds, or vice versa. 

[0030] In preferred embodiments the sheet material is 
paper, but in other embodiments the sheet material may be 
a paper-like material such as plastics, or thin card, for 
eXample. It is conceivable that the sheet material may be stiff 
eXcept at the folds, for eXample cards interconnected by 
paper, cloth or the like at the folds. 

[0031] According to a second aspect of the present inven 
tion there is provided a sheet article comprising a cover 
comprising hingedly connected ?rst and second surfaces, 
Wherein a foldable sheet material is connected to the inside 
of the ?rst and second surfaces of the cover, the sheet 
material comprising a ?rst set of concertina folds de?ning a 
plurality of full segments of the sheet material, about Which 
folds the sheet material can be folded and unfolded, and 
Wherein the sheet material is provided With a ?rst segment 
of the sheet Which, When the sheet is in a folded con?gu 
ration, and When the cover is opened, is an outermost 
segment of the sheet presented from the cover, Wherein at 
least a portion of the ?rst segment is shorter in at least one 
dimension than a full segment, in the folded con?guration. 

[0032] Preferably the sheet material is as described for the 
?rst aspect of the invention. 

[0033] Reference to “fully folded con?guration” in the 
speci?cation, means the sheet material has been folded 
about all of the folds present in the sheet material. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0034] For a better understanding of the invention and to 
better understand hoW embodiments of the same may be put 
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into practice, the invention Will noW be described by Way of 
embodiments With reference to the accompanying draWings 
in Which: 

[0035] FIG. 1A illustrates a ?rst embodiment of the sheet 
material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration; 

[0036] FIG. 1B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 1A in a folded con?guration; 

[0037] FIG. 2A illustrates a second embodiment of the 
sheet material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration; 

[0038] FIG. 2B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 2A in a folded con?guration. 

[0039] FIG. 3A illustrates a third embodiment of the sheet 
material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration. 

[0040] FIG. 3B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 3A in a folded con?guration; 

[0041] FIG. 4A illustrates a fourth embodiment of the 
sheet material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration; 

[0042] FIG. 4B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 4A in a folded con?guration; 

[0043] FIG. 5A illustrates a ?fth embodiment of the sheet 
material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration; 

[0044] FIG. 5B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 5A in a folded con?guration; 

[0045] FIG. 6A illustrates a sixth embodiment of the sheet 
material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration; 

[0046] FIG. 6B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 6A in a folded con?guration; 

[0047] FIG. 7A illustrates a seventh embodiment of the 
sheet material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration; 

[0048] FIG. 7B illustrates a plan vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 7A, With the sheet in a folded con?guration; 

[0049] FIG. 8 illustrates an eighth embodiment of the 
sheet material of the invention in an unfolded con?guration. 

[0050] FIG. 9A illustrates a ninth embodiment of the 
sheet material of the invention in an unfolded state. 

[0051] FIG. 9B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet mate 
rial of FIG. 9A in a folded con?guration. 

[0052] FIG. 10A illustrates a tenth embodiment of the 
sheet material of the invention in an unfolded state. 

[0053] FIG. 10B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet 
material of FIG. 10A in a folded con?guration. 

[0054] FIG. 11A illustrates an eleventh embodiment of 
the sheet material of the invention in an unfolded state. 

[0055] FIG. 11B illustrates an end vieW of the sheet 
material of FIG. 11A in a folded con?guration. 

[0056] FIG. 12 illustrates a tWelfth embodiment of the 
sheet material of the invention in an unfolded state. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0057] Referring ?rstly to FIGS. 1A and 1B a sheet 
material 2 of the invention comprises a generally rectangular 
sheet 3 de?ned by spaced apart pairs of edges 5 and 9, and 
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having a ?rst set of ?ve concertina folds 4 and perpendicular 
to the folds 4, a second set of tWo concertina folds 6. Thus 
the sheet 3 is divided up into segments in siX columns and 
three roWs. The right-hand peripheral column 7 has a shorter 
Width than the other ?ve columns (such that ?ve of the 
columns include full segments, Whereas the peripheral col 
umn 7 includes thinner segments), and includes a ?rst 
segment in the form of the corner segment 8 Which, When the 
sheet 3 is in a folded con?guration is arranged to be an 
outermost segment of the folded sheet material, as illustrated 
in FIG. 1B. 

[0058] In use the sheet material 2 is folded up by ?rstly 
concertina folding the sheet 3 about the fold lines 4 to stack 
the siX columns on one another such that the corner segment 
8 of the peripheral column 7 is located as the upper outer 
most (or loWer outermost segment, depending on the Way 
the folded sheet is presented) on the fully folded stack. 

[0059] The sheet 3 is then concertina folded about the 
second set of folds 6 such that the sheet forms a stack in 
Which all the segments are stacked on one another, and such 
that the corner segment 8 of the peripheral column is located 
uppermost (or loWermost) on the stack, as illustrated in FIG. 
1B. 

[0060] When it is desired to unfold the folded sheet, a user 
grasps the corner segment 8, located uppermost (or loWer 
most) on the stack and, holding onto the other of the 
loWermost or uppermost segments of the stack, pulls the 
segment 8 outwardly of the stack to unfold the sheet. 

[0061] As the segment 8 has a shorter Width than the 
adjacent segment 18 in the stack, a user may easily slide his 
or her ?ngers under the segment 8 Without the need to ?rst 
separate the edges of the segment 8 from the edges of the 
adjacent segment 18. 

[0062] The action of folding and unfolding may be 
repeated as desired. 

[0063] We refer noW to FIGS. 2A and 2B, Which illustrate 
a sheet material 2 similar to that shoWn in FIGS. 1A and 1B. 
Like numerals represent like features. In this embodiment 
the corner segment 8 comprises a portion 10 Which is folded 
about a fold line 12. 

[0064] Use of the embodiment of FIGS. 2A and 2B is 
essentially the same as described for the embodiment of 
FIG. 1A and 1B, eXcept that When the corner segment 8 is 
located uppermost or loWermost in the stack, the folded 
portion 10 is presented substantially out of the stack such 
that a user may easily grasp the presented portion 10 in order 
to unfold, and then refold if desired, the sheet 3. In the 
embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 2A and 2B it is considered that 
the folded portion 10 is the ?rst segment Which is outermost 
in the fully folded sheet, as claimed for the sheet material of 
the invention. 

[0065] In alternative embodiments of the sheet material 
shoWn in FIG. 2A and 2B, the fold line 12 may be replaced 
by a perforation line or a visual indicator line, about Which 
a user may fold the portion 10. The portion 10 may also be 
folded about the fold line 12 such that it is folded toWards 
the adjacent segment 7 in the folded con?guration, and is 
thus presented into the stack. 

[0066] We refer noW to FIG. 3A and 3B, Which illustrate 
a sheet material similar to that shoWn in FIGS. 1A and 1B. 
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Like numerals represent like features. In the embodiment 
shoWn in FIGS. 3A and 3B, a stiff portion 14 is connected 
to the outside of the corner segment 13 Which is diagonally 
opposite the corner segment 8. 

[0067] Use of the embodiment of FIGS. 3A and 3B is 
essentially the same as that described for the embodiment of 
FIG. 1A and 1B. In use, When the sheet 3 is folded, the stiff 
portion is located at the loWermost (or uppermost) segment 
of the stack, as illustrated in FIG. 3B. The stiff portion, 
being slightly larger than the underlying segments in the 
stack is relatively easy to grasp by a user and assists in the 
user unfolding and refolding the sheet 3 When desired, by 
providing a relatively large area to hold. The stiff portion 14 
also provides a covering portion Which decreases the like 
lihood of damage to the folded sheet 3 due to handling, 
liquid spillages or the like. 

[0068] Instead of a stiff portion, in other embodiments the 
sheet may be connected to the inside of a hinged cover such 
that the loWermost or uppermost segment of the stack not 
comprising the corner segment 8 is connected to the cover, 
Which cover may be closed round the sheet When stacked in 
the folded con?guration. 

[0069] We refer noW to FIGS. 4A and 4B Which illustrate 
a sheet material 2 similar to that shoWn in FIG. 1A and 1B. 
Like numerals represent like features. In this embodiment, 
the peripheral column 15 located on the opposite side of the 
sheet to the ?rst peripheral column 7, also has a Width 
shorter than that of its adjacent column. 

[0070] Use of the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4A and 4B 
is almost identical to that described for the embodiment of 
FIGS. 1A and 1B. When the sheet 3 is folded to the folded 
con?guration, as shoWn in FIG. 4B, the corner segment 16 
of the peripheral column 15 is located at the loWermost or 
uppermost segment, and the corner segment 8 is located as 
the other of the loWermost or uppermost segment. Thus both 
the loWermost and uppermost segments 8 and 16 have a 
Width shorter than their respective adjacent segments 18 and 
20, and a user may insert his or her ?ngers or thumb under 
the corner segments 8 and 16 Without the need to attempt to 
separate their edges from the edge of the adjacent segments 
18 and 20. 

[0071] We refer noW to FIGS. 5A and 5B Which illustrate 
an embodiment of the sheet material of the invention very 
similar to that illustrated in FIGS. 4A and 4B. In this 
embodiment the opposite corner segments 8 and 16 are 
shorter in both length and Width than the segment in their 
respective adjacent columns. Thus in use, When the sheet 3 
is folded into the fully folded con?guration the uppermost 
and loWermost segments 8 and 16 are shorter in both length 
and Width than their adjacent segments 18 and 20 in the 
stack. 

[0072] We refer noW to FIGS. 6A and 6B Which illustrate 
a sheet material 2 similar to that shoWn in FIGS. 1A and 1B. 
Like numerals represent like features. In this embodiment, 
the peripheral column 7, When the sheet material is in the 
unfolded con?guration, has a Width equal to that of its 
adjacent column. The peripheral column 7 includes a sec 
ondary fold line 26 Which separates the column 7 into tWo 
sub-columns 22 and 24, each having a Width of one-half of 
a standard segment of the sheet 3. 

[0073] In use, When the sheet material 2 is folded into its 
folded con?guration, as shoWn in FIG. 6B, the peripheral 
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column 7 is folded about the fold line 26 such that the 
sub-column 24 at segment 8 is oriented as the outermost 
portion of the sheet 3, lying on top of sub-column 22. Thus, 
as the sub-columns have a Width of one half of a standard 
segment of the sheet 3, the outermost segment formed by the 
folded sub-column 24, is formed as a concertina-folded ?rst 
segment presented out of the stack of full segments and 
half-segment 31, of the folded sheet 3, as shoWn in FIG. 6B. 

[0074] We refer noW to FIG. 7, Which illustrates a pre 
ferred embodiment of a sheet material 2 of the invention. 
The sheet material 2 comprises a rectangular sheet 3 de?ned 
by edges 5 and 9, and having a ?rst set of 5 concertina folds 
4 and perpendicular to the folds 4, a second set of a single 
concertina fold 6. Thus the sheet 3 is divided up into siX 
columns and tWo roWs. The right-hand outer peripheral 
column 7 has a shorter Width than the other four columns, 
and comprises tWo segments 8, one on each roW of the sheet, 
separated by the fold line 6. 

[0075] The sheet 3 is connected to the inside of a hinged 
cover 28. The hinged cover 28 comprises ?rst 30 and second 
32 surfaces Which are hingedly connected by a fold 34 
therebetWeen. The left peripheral column 36 of the sheet 
comprises upper 37 and loWer 39 segments separated by the 
fold line 6 of the sheet. The upper segment 37 is connected 
to the inside of the ?rst surface 30 of the cover 28, and the 
loWer segment 39 is connected to the second surface 32 of 
the cover 28 such that the fold line 6 betWeen the segments 
is located directly above and extending along the fold 34 of 
the cover 28. 

[0076] In use, the sheet 3 is concertina folded such that the 
concertina-folded upper roW of the sheet is located above the 
?rst surface 30 of the cover, and the loWer roW of the sheet 
is located above the second surface 32. The shortened Width 
segments 8 of the peripheral column 7 are located as the 
outermost segments of the stack above both the ?rst 30 and 
second 32 surfaces of the cover 28, as shoWn in FIG. 7B. 
The cover 28 can be closed by rotating the ?rst 30 and 
second 32 surfaces about the fold line 34. As the cover 28 
is closed the sheet 3 Will fold about the fold line 6 such that 
the outer segments 8 abut. 

[0077] The cover 28 can then be opened to present the 
segments 8 as the outermost segments of the stack, Which 
can then be grasped by the user, and pulled to unfold the 
sheet 3 to present the ?ve regular columns and one shortened 
Width column. 

[0078] We refer noW to FIG. 8 Which illustrates an 
embodiment of a sheet material 2 of the invention Which is 
similar to the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 5A and 5B. Like 
numerals represent like features. In this embodiment the 
segments 8 and 16, Which in the folded con?guration form 
the uppermost and loWermost segments of the folded sheet 
3, comprise tabs Which eXtend from their respective adjacent 
segments 18 and 20. The tabs 8 and 16 do not form a 
continuous surface With the remainder of their respective 
peripheral columns 7 and 15, and are spaced apart from their 
adjacent segments of the columns, as illustrated in FIG. 8. 
The tabs 8 and 16 have both a Width and length shorter than 
their adjacent full segments 18 and 20 in the stack When the 
sheet 3 is in the fully folded con?guration. 
[0079] In an alternative embodiment to that shoWn in FIG. 
8, the tabs 8 and 16 can have a Width equal to the Width of 
their adjacent segments 18 and 20 in their respective periph 
eral columns. 
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[0080] We refer noW to FIG. 9A and 9B Which illustrate 
a sheet material 2 similar to that shoWn in FIGS. 6A and 6B. 
Like numerals represent like features. In this embodiment, 
the corner segments 18 of the peripheral right hand column 
7 includes a fold line 26 diagonally bisecting the corner 
segment 18 such that the free corner portion bisected by the 
fold line 26 forms the ?rst segment 8 of the sheet material 
2. Thus in use, When the sheet 3 is folded into the folded 
con?guration, the outermost segment 18 is folded about fold 
line 26 such that the corner segment 8, forming the ?rst 
segment as claimed in the invention, is presented either into 
or out of the plane of the segment 18. 

[0081] We refer noW to FIGS. 10A and 10B Which 
illustrate an embodiment of the sheet material similar to that 
illustrated in FIGS. 1A and 1B. Like numerals represent 
like features. In this embodiment, the peripheral column 7 
has a Width equal to that of its adjacent column it includes 
a ?rst segment in the form of the corner segment 8 in Which 
a curved sector has been removed from the free corner 
thereof. Thus, the ?rst segment 8 has a portion Which 
includes a Width and length shorter than the adjacent seg 
ment 18, When the sheet 3 is in the fully folded con?gura 
tion, as shoWn in FIG. 10B. 

[0082] We refer noW to FIGS. 11A and 11B, Which 
illustrate an embodiment of the invention similar to that 
described for FIGS. 1A and 1B. Like numerals represent 
like components. In this embodiment the peripheral column 
7 has a Width equal to its adjacent column and the upper right 
corner segment 18 is dimensioned identically to its adjacent 
segment When in the folded con?guration. The corner seg 
ment 18 includes a handle portion 8 Which forms the ?rst 
segment of the sheet material 2 of this embodiment. In use, 
When the sheet material 2 is in the folded con?guration, as 
shoWn in FIG. 11B, the handle portion 8 is presented out of 
the plane of its adjacent segment 18, and has a Width and 
length shorter than the adjacent segment 18. Thus, the 
handle portion in this embodiment forms the ?rst segment as 
described for the invention. 

[0083] FIG. 12 illustrates a tWelfth embodiment of the 
?rst aspect of the present invention and a second embodi 
ment of the sheet article of the second aspect of the inven 
tion, and is similar to the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 3A 
and 3B. Like numerals represent like components. In this 
embodiment the sheet material is attached to a cover com 
prising ?rst 14 and second 30 stiff portions, hingedly con 
nected by a fold line 52 betWeen the stiff portions 14, 30. The 
sheet material is attached to the ?rst stiff portion 14, as 
described for the embodiment of FIGS. 3A and 3B. Use of 
the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 12 is similar to that of FIGS. 
3A and 3B, With the eXception that once the sheet material 
2 is folded into the fully folded con?guration such that the 
?rst segment 8 is outermost in the folded stack, the second 
stiff portion 30 is folded abut the fold line 32 to close the 
cover such that the sheet material is sandWiched betWeen the 
stiff portion 14, 30. 
[0084] The reader’s attention is directed to all papers and 
documents Which are ?led concurrently With or previous to 
this speci?cation in connection With this application and 
Which are open to public inspection With this speci?cation, 
and the contents of all such papers and documents are 
incorporated herein by reference. 
[0085] All of the features disclosed in this speci?cation 
(including any accompanying claims, abstract and draW 
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ings), and/or all of the steps of any method or process so 
disclosed, may be combined in any combination, except 
combinations Where at least some of such features and/or 
steps are mutually exclusive. 

[0086] Each feature disclosed in this speci?cation (includ 
ing any accompanying claims, abstract and drawings), may 
be replaced by alternative features serving the same, equiva 
lent or similar purpose, unless expressly stated otherWise. 
Thus, unless express stated otherWise, each feature disclosed 
is one example only of a generic series of equivalent or 
similar features. 

[0087] The invention is not restricted to the details of the 
foregoing embodiment(s). The invention extend to any 
novel one, or any novel combination, of the features dis 
closed in this speci?cation (including any accompanying 
claims, abstract and draWings), or to any novel one, or any 
novel combination, of the steps of any method or process so 
disclosed. 

1. A foldable sheet material comprising a ?rst set of 
concertina folds de?ning a plurality of full segments of the 
sheet material, at Which folds the sheet material can be 
folded and unfolded, Wherein the sheet material is provided 
With a ?rst segment of the sheet Which, When the sheet is in 
a folded con?guration, is an outermost segment of the folded 
sheet material, and Wherein at least a portion of the ?rst 
segment is shorter in at least one dimension than a full 
segment, When the sheet material in the folded con?gura 
tion. 

2. A foldable sheet material, Wherein the ?rst segment is 
shorter in Width, length or both Width and length, than a full 
segment When the sheet material is in the folded con?gu 
ration. 

3. Afoldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
the ?rst segment comprises a handle portion, Which, When 
the sheet material is in the folded con?guration, is presented 
out of the plane of the ?rst segment. 

4. Afoldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
the ?rst segment comprises a handle portion, Which, When 
the sheet material is in the folded con?guration is presented 
in toWards the ?rst segment. 

5. Afoldable sheet material as claimed in claim 3, Wherein 
the handle portion comprises a folded portion of a full 
segment. 

6. A foldable sheet material as claimed claim 1, Wherein 
the sheet material comprises a second segment of the sheet, 
Which, When the sheet is in the folded con?guration, forms 
an outermost segment not comprising the ?rst segment of 
the folded sheet, and Wherein at least a portion of the second 
segment is shorter in at least one dimension than a full 
segment in the folded con?guration. 

7. Afoldable sheet material as claimed in claim 2, Wherein 
the sheet material comprises a second segment of the sheet, 
Which, When the sheet is in the folded con?guration, forms 
an outermost segment not comprising the ?rst segment of 
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the folded sheet, and Wherein at least a portion of the second 
segment is shorter in at least one dimension than a full 
segment in the folded con?guration, Wherein the second 
segment is as described for the ?rst segment in claim 2. 

8. Afoldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
the sheet material comprises a segment Which forms an 
outermost segment of the sheet When the sheet is in the 
folded con?guration, and Which includes a stiff portion 
connected thereto. 

9. Afoldable sheet material as claimed in claim 8, Wherein 
the stiff portion is larger than the segment in at least one 
dimension. 

10. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 8, 
Wherein the stiff portion comprises a stiff card or stiff 
plastics material. 

11. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein the sheet material is connected to the inside of a 
hinged cover, the sheet material being connected such that, 
When the sheet is in the folded con?guration, the ?rst 
segment is an outermost segment presented from the inside 
of the cover. 

12. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein the sheet material comprises a second set of folds. 

13. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 12, 
Wherein the ?rst and second sets of folds are perpendicular 
to each other. 

14. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 12, 
Wherein both the ?rst and second sets of folds comprise an 
even number of folds, or both the ?rst and second set of folds 
comprise an odd number of folds. 

15. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein the sheet material, in the folded con?guration, is 
substantially credit card siZed. 

16. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein the sheet material is paper. 

17. A foldable sheet material as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein the ?rst segment is an outermost segment When the 
sheet material is in the fully folded con?guration. 

18. A sheet article comprising a cover comprising 
hingedly connected ?rst and second surfaces, Where in a 
foldable sheet material is connected to the inside of cover, 
the sheet material comprising a ?rst set of concertina folds 
de?ning a plurality of full segments of the sheet material, 
about Which folds the sheet material can be folded and 
unfolded, and Wherein the sheet material is provided With a 
?rst segment of the sheet, Which When the sheet is in a folded 
con?guration, and When the cover is opened, is an outermost 
segment of the sheet presented form the cover, Wherein at 
least a portion of the ?rst segment is shorter in at least one 
dimension than a full segment in the folded con?guration. 

19. (Cancelled) 
20. (Cancelled) 
21. (Cancelled) 


