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COMBINED TOTE-BAG, SEAT CUSHION, 
BLANKET 

[0001] The present invention relates to a multi-purpose 
device capable of assuming a plurality of con?gurations 
such that the device can be used as a tote-bag, a seat cushion, 
a blanket, and/or a cape. 

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

[0002] The contents of each US. patent or other reference, 
if any, cited in this application, are hereby incorporated by 
reference. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

[0003] In today’s fast paced and sometimes hectic busi 
ness and recreational environments individuals continue to 
look for devices that simplify their lives. Typically, a multi 
purpose device satis?es the need for simplicity and ef? 
ciency by performing multiple tasks With a single instru 
ment, for example, tasks that Would typically take more than 
one device to perform. By Way of example, the Well knoWn 
SWiss Army knife may contain various cutting tools, uten 
sils, and a tooth pick. In addition, high-technology has 
combined a camera With a WristWatch in a convenient 

package, and has combined calendars, phone books, and 
to-do lists in a single hand-held computer, such as personal 
digital assistants. 

[0004] Each aforementioned multi-purpose device is 
capable of performing more than one task. Some multi 
purpose devices, such as the SWiss Army knife, function to 
assist, for example, a camper, hiker, or World traveler, thus 
eliminating the need for additional equipment that can be 
bulky, cumbersome to handle, and inef?cient. Similarly, 
individuals attending sporting events, planning a picnic or 
beach outing, or similar activity Which may require a person 
to carry multiple items, such as food products, blankets, and 
sitting devices, among other things, Would bene?t from a 
device capable of serving multiple functions. 

[0005] Accordingly, there is a need for a multi-purpose 
device capable of being converted into a plurality of con 
?gurations such that the device can be used in activities 
Which may require a person to carry multiple items, sitting 
surfaces, and/or blankets, among other things. 

SUMMARY 

[0006] A multi-purpose device, Which is provided to 
attempt to reduce the need of people to carry a more than one 
object is described. The multi-purpose device is capable of 
assuming a plurality of con?gurations including a ?rst 
con?guration, a second con?guration, and a third con?gu 
ration. Each con?guration of the device may be used for a 
different purpose or purposes. For example, the device is 
capable of being con?gured as a tote-bag, a seat cushion, and 
a blanket. The device preferably includes a soft body, a ?rst 
handle and an optional second handle coupled to the soft 
body, and a ?rst fastener assembly and optionally a second 
fastener assembly, such as a Zipper(s), for retaining the 
device in the ?rst con?guration. 

[0007] In the ?rst con?guration the soft body is arranged 
to have ?rst and second sideWalls and a bottom surface (the 
bottom surface may be formed simply by the connection of 
the ?rst and second sideWalls at the bottom of the multi 
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purpose device) Which together de?ne an interior compart 
ment. The interior compartment has inner surfaces and an 
open top. The ?rst fastener assembly is positioned along a 
length of the ?rst and second sideWalls such that When 
retaining the device in the ?rst con?guration, approximately 
equal portions of the soft body are on opposite sides of the 
interior compartment. The ?rst handle is attached to a 
sideWall of the soft body When the device is in the ?rst 
con?guration. Asecond con?guration is formed by releasing 
the ?rst fastener assembly and expanding the soft body 
Whereby the interior compartment is eliminated. By expand 
ing the soft body, a sitting surface, such as a seat cushion, is 
formed. By expanding the soft body in the second con?gu 
ration, a third con?guration is obtained to form a substan 
tially ?at surface, Which may be a blanket. In certain 
embodiments of the device, ?rst and second handles are 
provided on a surface of the device in the third con?gura 
tion, and are located in positions to accommodate a person’s 
arms Whereby the device can be used as a cape or other 
covering for the person. 

[0008] The present invention may be used by providing 
the multi-purpose device, forming the ?rst con?guration 
suitable for use as a tote-bag, forming the second con?gu 
ration suitable for use as a seat cushion, and forming the 
third con?guration suitable for use as a blanket. A method 
may also include using the device as a cape, Which may be 
achieved by con?guring the soft body in the third con?gu 
ration. 

[0009] The present invention thus provides a device 
capable of being converted into a plurality of con?gurations 
such that the device can be used as a tote-bag, a seat cushion, 
a blanket and/or a cape. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of one embodiment of 
a multi-purpose device in accordance With the present 
invention, shoWing a ?rst con?guration. 

[0011] FIG. 1A is a perspective vieW of the ?rst con?gu 
ration of FIG. 1 being carried by a person. 

[0012] FIG. 1B is a perspective vieW of the ?rst con?gu 
ration of FIG. 1, con?gured for use a seat cushion. 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the multi-purpose 
device of FIG. 1, shoWing a second con?guration suitable 
for use as a seat cushion. 

[0014] FIG. 3A is a perspective vieW of the multi-purpose 
device of FIG. 1 shoWing a third con?guration. 

[0015] FIG. 3B is a perspective vieW of the third con?gu 
ration of the device of FIG. 3A in use as a blanket. 

[0016] FIGS. 4A-4G illustrate a converting sequence of 
the device of FIG. 1 from a ?rst con?guration to a second 
con?guration to a third con?guration. 

[0017] FIG. 5 is a How chart illustrating a method of using 
a multi-purpose device in accordance With the present 
invention. 

[0018] FIGS. 6A-6E illustrate another converting 
sequence of the device of FIG. 1 from a ?rst con?guration 
to a second con?guration to a third con?guration. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0019] An embodiment of the multi-purpose device 5 of 
the present invention is shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3. 
Generally, the present invention is capable of assuming a 
plurality of con?gurations including a ?rst con?guration, a 
second con?guration, and a third con?guration such that the 
device can be used as a tote-bag, a seat cushion or cushions, 
and/or a blanket. As discussed herein, the device 5 can also 
assume a fourth con?guration such that the device can be 
used as a cape. Accordingly, the device 5 enables a person 
to carry multiple items, including seat cushions and a 
blanket, in a single device. 

[0020] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the multi-purpose device 
5 includes a soft body 10, a ?rst handle 15 on the soft body 
10, and a ?rst fastener assembly 20 for retaining the device 
5 in a ?rst con?guration. In the ?rst con?guration, the soft 
body 10 is arranged to have a bottom 30 and sideWalls 35A 
and 35B Which together de?ne outer Walls and an interior 
compartment 55. The interior compartment has inner sur 
faces and an open top. In other Words, the device 5 includes 
a ?rst sideWall, such as sideWall 35a, and a second sideWall, 
such as sideWall 35b, Which are generally opposed to each 
other. Each sideWall 35a and 35b has a length 351 and a 
Width 35w. The bottom surface 30 joins the ?rst sideWall 35a 
and the second sideWall 35b along the Width 35w. The device 
5 includes a handle 15 coupled to one of the sideWalls. As 
illustrated in FIG. 1, handle 15 is coupled to sideWall 35b. 
The fastener assembly 20 is located along the length 351 of 
the ?rst sideWall 35a and the second sideWall 35b. When the 
fastener assembly 20 is in a “closed” con?guration, as 
illustrated, the fastener assembly 20 joins the ?rst sideWall 
35a to the second sideWall 35b thereby forming the interior 
compartment 55 of the tote-bag. Or, stated differently, ?rst 
sideWall 35a and second sideWall 35b surround the interior 
compartment 55 When the fastener assembly 20 is closed. 

[0021] In reference to the disclosure herein, the term “?rst 
con?guration” refers to a con?guration of the device Where 
the device is used as a tote-bag, Which may be used to store 

and/or carry items, such as, cosmetics, food, electronics, 
clothes, of?ce supplies, reading materials, personal items, 
and other portable goods. An example of the ?rst con?gu 
ration of the device 5 is shoWn in FIG. 1A. 

[0022] As used herein, the term “second con?guration” 
refers to a con?guration Where the device is modi?ed or 
adjusted from the ?rst con?guration to form a surface, such 
as a sitting surface or a seat cushion. The surface in the 
second con?guration is preferably substantially ?at, e.g., it 
provides a relatively ?at surface suitable for sitting. HoW 
ever, persons of ordinary skill in the art Will understand that, 
by its very nature, a substantially ?at surface such as a 
blanket Will typically have bumps, ripples, tucks, or various 
other variances that place the blanket in a someWhat less 
than perfectly ?at arrangement. An example of the second 
con?guration is illustrated in FIG. 2. As illustrated in the 
?gures, the second con?guration may be obtained by unfold 
ing the tote-bag. 

[0023] In addition, the term “third con?guration” refers to 
a con?guration of the device 5 Where it is used as a blanket 
or sheet, Which may also be a sitting surface. As illustrated 
in the ?gures, the third con?guration may be obtained by 
unfolding or otherWise expanding the device from its second 
con?guration. Typically, and in the illustrated embodiment, 
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the third con?guration is the con?guration in Which the 
device is completely unfolded or extended. An example of 
the third con?guration is illustrated in FIG. 3A and FIG. 
3B. HoWever, in other embodiments, the third con?guration 
can include one or more folded portions so that the tote-bag 
is not completely unfolded. 

[0024] The “fourth con?guration”, as used herein, refers to 
an optional con?guration of the device in Which it is 
con?gured to be used as a cape, Which may be Worn by a 
person. The fourth con?guration is similar to the third 
con?guration illustrated in FIG. 3A, but the handles 15 and 
40 are positioned to accommodate a person’s arms so that 
the device can be Wrapped around the person and/or cover 
at least a portion of the person, such as the person’s back. 

[0025] Referring back to the ?gures, the device 5 is 
con?gured such that When the ?rst sideWall 35a is separated 
from the second sideWall 35b to form the second con?gu 
ration, the ?rst and second sideWalls de?ne a ?rst substan 
tially ?at sitting surface 60, as shoWn in FIG. 2. The ?rst 
substantially ?at sitting surface 60 has an area that is greater 
than the area of the ?rst sideWall 35a or the second sideWall 
35b. In the illustrated embodiment, the area of the ?rst 
substantially ?at sitting surface 60 has an area that is 
approximately double the area of either the ?rst sideWall 35a 
or the second sideWall 35b. HoWever, in additional embodi 
ments, the area of the ?rst substantially ?at sitting surface 60 
may be smaller or larger, but is still greater than the area of 
either sideWall. As shoWn in FIG. 2, the substantially ?at 
sitting surface 60 has an area that is dimensioned to support 
tWo people sitting on the substantially ?at sitting surface 60. 
As one example, the substantially ?at sitting surface 60 has 
a length of approximately tWenty-seven inches, and a Width 
of approximately tWelve inches. HoWever, the substantially 
?at sitting surface 60 may have other dimensions as Well. 

[0026] When the device 5 is con?gured in a third con 
?guration, such as shoWn in FIG. 3A, the ?rst sideWall 35a 
and the second sideWall 35b of the second con?guration are 
extended, such as by unfolding layers of the sideWalls, to 
form a second sitting surface 65. The second sitting surface 
65 has an area that is greater than the area of the ?rst 
substantially ?at sitting surface 60 illustrated in FIG. 2. In 
addition, because the third con?guration includes con?gu 
rations Where the tote-bag 5 has been completely unfolded, 
certain embodiments of the tote-bag Will have a second 
sitting surface 65, Which comprises a single layer of material 
having a ?rst surface and an opposing second surface, as 
discussed herein. In one speci?c embodiment, the length of 
the second sitting surface 65 is approximately sixty-?ve 
inches, and the Width is approximately forty-eight inches. It 
is understood that the surface 65 may have other dimensions. 

[0027] Referring back to FIGS. 1 and 1A, the ?rst side 
Wall 35a and the second sideWall 35b of the device 5 may 
include a plurality of layers, such as layers 39a, 39b, 39c, 
and 39d resulting from the folded con?guration of the device 
5. In addition, each layer 39a, 39b, 39c, and 39d may include 
one or more additional layers (not shoWn). In one embodi 
ment, and as illustrated, the combined layers 39a and 39b 
de?ne sideWall 35a, and comprise a total of seven layers. As 
Will be apparent from the disclosure herein, the number of 
layers for a sideWall Will be dependent on the particular 
folding pattern used to form the device 5 in the ?rst 
con?guration, among other things. As Will be appreciated 
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from the disclosure herein, using a plurality of layers to form 
sidewalls 35a and 35b provides cushioning to the device 5 
When it assumes its second con?guration. The plurality of 
layers also provide cushioning When the device 5 is used in 
its ?rst con?guration as a seat cushion, as shoWn in FIG. 1B. 

[0028] The sideWalls 35a and 35b are folded, as shoWn in 
FIG. 1, to form the ?rst con?guration of the device 5 having 
a bottom surface 30 that is integrally formed With the ?rst 
and second sideWalls. In other Words, in the illustrated 
embodiment, bottom surface 30 includes the folded material 
of the ?rst and second sideWalls 35A and 35B, respectively 
after they are folded toWards each other. In other embodi 
ments, a separate piece of material may be located adjacent 
the bottom edges of the ?rst and second sideWalls to form a 
bottom surface, similar to bottom surface 30, but that is not 
integrally formed With the sideWalls. For example, a piece of 
material may be seWn or otherWise attached to sideWalls 35a 
and 35b to form the bottom surface 30. 

[0029] Optionally, the ?rst sideWall 35a and the second 
sideWall 35b are constructed of padded material, Which may 
be helpful in providing enhanced comfort to people Who use 
the device 5 as a sitting surface, as discussed herein. In 
addition, and/or alternatively, the ?rst sideWall and the 
second sideWall may be constructed of a thermal insulating 
material, Which may be effective to maintain the temperature 
of certain goods contained in the interior compartment 55. 
For example, if cold products or other perishables, such as 
refrigerated goods or froZen items, are being carried in the 
tote-bag, the thermal insulating material is effective to keep 
the cold products cold. Similarly, if hot products are being 
carried in the tote-bag, the thermal insulating material is 
effective keep the hot products hot. The thermal insulating 
material may or may not be padded. 

[0030] Accordingly, the soft body 10 may be constructed 
With materials such as canvas (nylon or other textile) or 
other durable material alone or in combination With a 
?annel, cotton, or other soft material. As described herein, 
the use of different material types may enhance use of the 
multi-purpose device 5 as a tote-bag, seat cushion, and 
blanket. In one embodiment, the soft body 10 may be 
constructed With a thermal insulting material positioned and 
contained betWeen an outer layer of material such as canvas 
and/or cotton. Thermal insulting material may be of a similar 
type that is used commonly in knoWn soft cooler/lunch bags. 
In addition, thermal insulating materials may include pock 
ets of gas, such as air, or pockets of liquids, such as Water, 
Which may provide the desired thermal bene?ts described 
herein. 

[0031] The illustrated device 5 also includes a handle 15 
attached to sideWall 35b. In the illustrated embodiment, 
handle 15 includes a ?rst end 15a and a second end 15b. The 
handle 15 is attached to the sideWall 35b at the ?rst end 15a 
and at the second end 15b, as shoWn in FIG. 1. In certain 
embodiments, such as the embodiment shoWn in the ?gures, 
the device 5 includes a ?rst handle 15, and a second handle 
40. The ?rst handle 15 is illustrated as being attached to 
sideWall 35b, and the second handle 40 is illustrated as being 
attached to sideWall 35a. Typically, the handles 15 and 40 
are constructed of nylon, leather, canvas, or other suitable 
material. Handles 15 and 40 are preferably constructed of 
?exible materials, but in certain embodiments, the handles 
may be constructed of rigid materials, such as plastics and 
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the like. Attachment of the handles to the soft body 10 may 
be accomplished through various methods including stitch 
ing, VELCRO, rivets, buttons or similar suitable techniques. 

[0032] Typically, When in the ?rst con?guration, the ?rst 
handle 15 and the second handle 40 are attached to either the 
interior or exterior surfaces of opposite sideWalls 35a and 
35b of the soft body 10. Alternatively, the ?rst handle 15 and 
second handle 40 may be attached such that opposite ends of 
each handle 15 and 40 are attached to opposite supporting 
sideWalls 35a and 35b of the soft body 10. In this manner, 
the handles 15 and 40 Would extend across the open top of 
the interior compartment. In such embodiments, the handles 
may include a releasing mechanism associated With the ?rst 
end or second end of the handles, Which facilitate unfolding 
of the device. 

[0033] On the other hand, When in the ?rst con?guration, 
a single handle may be used. For example, the ?rst handle 
15 may be positioned on the soft body 10 Where it is attached 
to opposite supporting sides 35A and 35B. 

[0034] The device 5 may optionally include a pocket, such 
as pocket 45, located on one or both of the sideWays. The 
pocket 45 is effective to permit additional items to be carried 
With the device in its ?rst con?guration Without providing 
noticeable irregularities When the device is positioned in the 
second or third con?gurations. Typically, the pocket 45 is 
constructed of the same type material that is used to con 
struct the exterior surface of the sideWalls 35A and 35B. 
Attachment of the pocket 45 to the soft body 10 may be 
accomplished through various methods including stitching, 
VELCRO, rivets, buttons or similar suitable techniques. 

[0035] The device 5 illustrated in FIG. 1 includes a 
fastener assembly 20 located along the length of the ?rst 
sideWall 35a and the second sideWall 35b. In the illustrated 
embodiment of the device 5, a ?rst fastener assembly 20 and 
a second fastener assembly 50 are provided on opposite 
edges of the ?rst sideWall 35a and the second sideWall 35b. 
The fastener assemblies 20 and 50 are spaced apart from 
each other in a parallel con?guration, and each has a ?rst end 
20a, 50a and a second end 20b, 50b. The ?rst ends 20a and 
50a are located on opposite sides of handle 40, and the 
second ends 20b and 50b are located on opposite sides of 
handle 15. 

[0036] In the illustrated embodiment, fastener assemblies 
20 and 50 are Zippers extending along the length of the 
sideWalls of the device 5. The Zippers may include teeth, as 
illustrated, or may be smooth, such as Zippers for resealable 
plastic bags that are commonly available, such as With 
ZIPLOC bags. In additional embodiments not illustrated, the 
fastener assemblies may include one or more fastener ele 
ments. Examples of fastener elements include, but are not 
limited to, hook and loop fasteners, such as VELCRO, 
button and hole fasteners, tie and hole fasteners, tie fasten 
ers, and snap fasteners. 

[0037] In still additional embodiments, a fastener assem 
bly may be provided along the Width 35w of the sideWalls 
35a and 35b, for example at the opening of the interior 
compartment 55, thereby providing a closure to the interior 
compartment 55. Although fastener assemblies 20 and 50 
are both illustrated as being the same type of assembly, 
additional embodiments of the device may have fastener 
assemblies that are different, for example, one fastener 
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assembly may be a Zipper, and one may be a series of 
VELCRO strips. Other combinations are also included 
Within present invention. When the fastener assemblies 
include one or more fastener elements, the location of each 
of the elements is determined such that the arrangement of 
fastener elements forms a fastener assembly similarly con 
?gured to the fastener assemblies 20 and 50 of the illustrated 
embodiments. 

[0038] As shoWn in FIG. 1A, the device 5 may be carried 
by the handles 15 and 40. The inner compartment 55 is 
dimensioned to accommodate a plurality of different of 
products, as discussed above. 

[0039] When the interior compartment 55 is empty, the 
device in its ?rst con?guration may be used as a seat 
cushion, as shoWn in FIG. 1B. The handle(s) 15 and/or 40 
may be tucked into the interior compartment 55 When the 
multi-purpose device 5 is used in this manner. Additional 
bene?ts may be realiZed if the ?rst con?guration is partially 
constructed of insulating material, foam, or other padding 
type material Which Would provide the user With an addi 
tional level of comfort While sitting on the multi-purpose 
device 5. Typically, the siZe of the seat cushion, and hence 
the siZe of the device 5 in the ?rst con?guration is suf?cient 
to accommodate a single person Who sits on the seat 
cushion. 

[0040] When the tote-bag is expanded, such as by unfold 
ing the sideWalls 35a and 35b, as discussed herein, the 
second con?guration of the device 5 is obtained, as shoWn 
in FIG. 2. As indicated herein, typically, the siZe of the 
device 5 in the second con?guration When the device 5 is 
used as a seat cushion is sufficient to accommodate a 
plurality of people sitting thereon. 

[0041] When the device 5 is expanded from the second 
con?guration, the third con?guration is obtained, as shoWn 
in FIG. 3A. The third con?guration has a siZe to accom 
modate a plurality of people, Who may either sit on the 
device 5 or lay on the device, as shoWn in FIG. 3B. In the 
third con?guration, the surface With the fastener assemblies 
20 and 50, and the handles 15 and 40, such as the ?rst 
surface 70, Will typically be placed toWard the ground When 
sat upon or aWay from the person’s body When used as a 
blanket such that the second surface 75 is in contact With a 
person’s body. 

[0042] In the third con?guration, a person may lift the 
device 5 and place his/her arms through one or both of the 
handles 15 and 40 to hold the soft body 5 more securely to 
the person’s body. In this capacity, the soft body 10 has 
assumed a fourth con?guration Where the device may be 
used or Worn as a cape or outer garment for protection from 
environmental conditions such as rain, Wind, or cold. 

[0043] One eXample of an eXpanding or converting 
sequence of the device 5 from the various con?gurations is 
illustrated in FIGS. 4A-4G. FIG. 4A represents the soft 
body 10 in the ?rst con?guration, FIG. 4B represents the 
soft body 10 in the second con?guration, and FIG. 4G 
represents the soft body 10 in the third con?guration. As 
shoWn in the continued sequence of FIGS. 4A through 4G, 
conversion of the soft body from one con?guration to 
another con?guration is typically accomplished by eXtend 
ing or unfolding the soft body 10. As described herein, 
converting from the ?rst con?guration to the second con 
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?guration typically requires releasing the ?rst fastener 
assembly 20 and/or second fastener assembly 50, if used, 
and eXpanding the soft body Whereby the interior compart 
ment is vitiated. 

[0044] Another eXpanding sequence is shoWn in FIG. 6. 
FIG. 6A illustrates the device 5 in its ?rst con?guration. The 
sideWalls 35a and 35b of the tote-bag are opened, as 
indicated by the arroWs in FIG. 6A to provide the second 
con?guration illustrated in FIG. 6B. From the second con 
?guration of FIG. 6B, ?aps 36a and 36b may be opened as 
indicated by the arroWs to obtain the con?guration of FIG. 
6C. The con?guration of FIG. 6C is an intermediate con 
?guration betWeen the second con?guration and the ?nal 
con?guration. Even though the con?guration of FIG. 6E is 
typically the “third con?guration, the con?guration of FIG. 
6C may also be vieWed as a third con?guration, in vieW of 
the disclosure herein. The con?guration of FIG. 6C has an 
upper ?ap 37 Which may be opened to obtain the con?gu 
ration of FIG. 6D. Similar to the con?guration of FIG. 6C, 
the con?guration of FIG. 6D is an intermediate con?gura 
tion betWeen the second con?guration and the ?nal con?gu 
ration, but the con?guration of FIG. 6D may also be vieWed 
as a third con?guration. From FIG. 6D, ?aps 38a and 38b 
may be opened to obtain the con?guration of FIG. 6E, 
Which shoWs the device 5 With the sitting surface 65 being 
an upper surface 70. In this third con?guration, the device 
may be used as a blanket or sheet for sitting or laying on the 
ground, among other things, and as shoWn in FIG. 3B. 

[0045] Accordingly, in another embodiment of the present 
invention, the multi-purpose device 5 includes a soft body 
10 having a ?rst surface 70 and a generally opposing second 
surface 75, as shoWn in FIG. 3A. In vieW of the disclosure 
herein, ?rst surface 70 is the same as the second sitting 
surface 65. The soft body further has a ?rst end edge 80a and 
a second end edge 80b, Which is spaced apart from the ?rst 
end edge 80a. The soft body 10 also has a ?rst side edge 85a 
and a second side edge 85b. The ?rst side edge 85a and the 
second side edge 85b eXtend from the ?rst end edge 80a 
toWards the second end edge 80b. In the illustrated embodi 
ment, the soft body 10 is rectangularly shaped, and accord 
ingly, the ?rst side edge 85a and the second side edge 85b 
eXtend from the ?rst end edge 80a to the second end edge 
80b. In this embodiment, the soft body 10 has an area that 
is greater than an area of the sideWalls of the device 5 in its 
?rst con?guration. Although the illustrated embodiment in 
the third con?guration is a rectangle, other embodiments of 
the invention include other geometric shapes, including but 
not limited to squares, heXagons, octagons, and other poly 
gons, as Well as circles and ovals or ellipses. 

[0046] The fastener assembly 20 is located on the ?rst 
surface 70. The fastener assembly has a ?rst end 20a and a 
second end 20b, as discussed herein. The fastener assembly 
also includes a central region 20c disposed betWeen the ?rst 
end 20a and the second end 20b. In the illustrated embodi 
ment, the central region 20c is located substantially along a 
midline of the soft body 10, such as midline 10 m. The 
device 5 is illustrated as including a handle located in 
proXimity to the ?rst end of the fastener assembly 20. More 
speci?cally, the handle 40 is located in proXimity to the ?rst 
ends 20a and 50a of fastener assemblies 20 and 50, respec 
tively, and the handle 15 is located in proXimity to the 
second ends 20b and 50b of fastener assemblies 20 and 50, 
respectively. By positioning the fastener assemblies 20 and 
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50 in certain locations of surface 70, a fastener assembly is 
located on opposing edges of the sidewalls of the tote bag in 
the ?rst con?guration, and the fastener assemblies are 
located on an outer edge of the soft body in the second 
con?guration, and the fastener assemblies are spaced aWay 
from the edges of the soft body in the third con?guration. As 
discussed herein, the soft body 10 has a length and a Width, 
generally de?ned by ?rst and second side edges 85a or 85b 
and ?rst and second end edges 80a or 80b, respectively. The 
fastener assembly 20 is located a distance from the ?rst side 
edge 85a a distance approximately equal to one-quarter the 
Width of the soft body 10. Similarly, the fastener assembly 
50 is located a distance from ?rst side edge 85a a distance 
approximately equal to one-half of the Width of the soft body 
10. The fastener assemblies 20 and 50 are oriented in a 
generally parallel con?guration. The fastener assemblies are 
illustrated as being parallel to each other, as Well as being 
parallel to the ?rst and second side edges 85a and 85b. 

[0047] Positioning of the fastener assemblies 20 and 50 
substantially parallel to each other facilitates retaining of the 
device 5 in the ?rst con?guration as opposite sides 35A and 
35B of the soft body 10 are draWn together. In one embodi 
ment Which is provided by Way of example and not limita 
tion, the ?rst end 20a of the ?rst fastener assembly 20, such 
as a ?rst Zipper, is positioned approximately eleven inches 
from the ?rst side edge 85a of the soft body 10, and the ?rst 
end 50a of the second fastener assembly 50, such as a second 
Zipper is positioned approximately eleven inches from the 
?rst end 20a of the ?rst fastener assembly 20. In other 
Words, ?rst end 20a is positioned a distance “x” from ?rst 
side edge 85a , and ?rst end 50a is positioned a distance “y” 
from the ?rst end 20a. In the illustrated embodiment, “y” is 
approximately equal to “2x”. In addition, in the device 
illustrated in FIG. 3A, both fastener assemblies 20 and 50 
are generally located in a region of the device that has an 
area that is approximately one-half of the area of the ?rst 
surface 70. HoWever, additional embodiments may include 
fastener assemblies in other positional con?gurations on 
surface 70. 

[0048] Alternatively, the multi-purpose device 5 may 
include a single fastener assembly (not shoWn) positioned in 
a substantially H-shape such that the single Zipper Would 
similarly retain the device 5 in the ?rst con?guration. In this 
arrangement the single fastener assembly, such as a Zipper, 
Would retain the ?rst con?guration in a continuous uninter 
rupted fashion. Once retained, the interior compartment 55 
of the soft body 10 may be used to store and/or carry various 
items including, as shoWn in FIG. 1A, suntan lotion, an 
electronic device, and a sun visor, to name just a feW, and as 
discussed herein. 

[0049] As described herein, the device 5 is converted from 
one con?guration to another con?guration by expanding 
and/or contracting the soft body 10, i.e., folding and/or 
unfolding. When folding the soft body 10 into the ?rst 
con?guration, portions of the soft body 10 are accumulated 
and retained to form each of the sideWalls 35A and 35B. The 
?rst fastener assembly 20 is positioned on the soft body 10 
such that When retaining the device 5 is in the ?rst con?gu 
ration, approximately equal portions of the soft body 10 are 
positioned on opposite sideWalls 35A and 35B of the interior 
compartment. In other Words, as best shoWn in FIG. 2, When 
the device 5 is in the ?rst con?guration, the sideWalls 35A 
and 35B of the device 5 have soft material accumulated to 
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form substantially symmetrical sideWalls 35A and 35B. 
Items to be carried or contained may be placed betWeen the 
folds or layers, such as layers 39A, 39B, 39C, and 39D that 
form the supporting sides 35A and 35B. Alternatively, items 
may be placed betWeen the folds of the supporting sides 35A 
and 35B to separate various items from each other. 

[0050] As described herein, various materials used in the 
construction on the soft body 5 may provide different 
bene?ts to the user. For example, a ?annel or heavy cotton 
type material on one side of the soft body 10 provides 
insulation When the soft body 5 is used as a blanket or cape, 
and protection from rain When Water repellent material is 
used on the other side of the soft body 10. Converting the 
soft body 5 from the ?rst con?guration to the third con?gu 
ration is typically accomplished by extending or unfolding 
the soft body 10. 

[0051] Turning noW to FIG. 5, a How chart illustrating a 
method of using a multi-purpose device in accordance With 
the present invention is shoWn. For convenience, the method 
described herein begins by forming the ?rst con?guration. 
Alternatively, the method described herein may be utiliZed 
With the soft body 10 in any physical state by beginning at 
a step most nearly associated With the current state of the 
soft body 10. Furthermore, the continuation, or interruption 
of step(s) once started is entirely dependent upon the soft 
body’s initial con?guration and the user’s desired ?nal 
physical con?guration of the soft bag 10. Therefore, 
although the method of the present invention is illustrated 
herein With steps occurring in a certain order, the speci?c 
order of the steps, or any continuation or interruption 
betWeen steps, is not required. 

[0052] The process begins at step 500. At step 510, a soft 
body 10 as described herein is provided. A manufacturer, 
distributor, or other third party may supply the soft body 10. 
In this respect, “providing” the multi-purpose device 5 is 
intended to refer to the fact that such a device 5 is in fact 
present for use With the method, and so the device 5 may 
also be provided by the actual user thereof. 

[0053] At step 520, a method of transforming a multi 
purpose device begins by forming the ?rst con?guration 
suitable for use as a tote-bag. Formation of the ?rst, second, 
and third con?guration is best illustrated in FIGS. 4A-4G 
and FIGS. 6A-6E. Thus, the term “forming” typically 
corresponds to an expanding/contracted or a folding/unfold 
ing of the soft body 10. As described herein, in the ?rst 
con?guration the soft body 10 is arranged, i.e., folded, to 
have a bottom and sideWalls Which together de?ne outer 
Walls and an interior compartment. The interior compart 
ment has inner surfaces and an open top. The fastener 
assemblies 20 and/or 50, typically a Zipper(s), are used to 
retain the device in the ?rst con?guration such that approxi 
mately equal portions of the soft body 10 are on opposite 
sides of the interior compartment. 

[0054] At step 530, a second con?guration suitable for use 
as a seat cushion is formed. The second con?guration, as 
shoWn in FIG. 4B, is typically formed by releasing the 
fastener assembly (Zipper, snaps, buttons, etc.) and draWing 
the supporting sides aWay from each other such that the 
interior compartment is vitiated. 

[0055] At step 540, a third con?guration suitable for use a 
blanket is formed. As described herein and shoWn in FIG. 
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4G, the third con?guration is preferably formed by fully 
expanding the soft body 10 to form a substantially ?at 
surface. Alternatively, as shoWn in each of the FIGS. 4C 
through 4F, the soft body 10 may be considered to be in a 
substantially ?at arrangement. Therefore, in each of the 
FIGS. 4C through 4F, the soft body 10 may also be utiliZed 
as a blanket albeit a smaller blanket than that represent by 
the third con?guration of FIG. 4G. Optionally, the method 
may include an additional step of receiving a person’s arms 
so that the device may be used as a cape. 

[0056] As previously described herein, the speci?c order 
of the steps is not required. For example, When the multi 
purpose device 5 is in the second con?guration (step 530), 
the user may prefer to form the ?rst con?guration (step 520) 
instead of forming the third con?guration (step 540). 

[0057] While certain embodiments are illustrated in the 
draWings and are described herein, including preferred 
embodiments, it Will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that the speci?c embodiments described herein may be 
modi?ed Without departing from the inventive concepts 
described. Accordingly, Applicant’s invention as described 
herein is not to be restricted, except in accordance With the 
laW by the claims Which folloW. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Amulti-purpose device capable of being converted into 

a plurality of con?gurations including a ?rst con?guration, 
a second con?guration, and a third con?guration, the device 
comprising: 

a ?rst sideWall having a length and a Width; 

a substantially opposed second sideWall having a length 
and a Width; 

a bottom surface joining the ?rst sideWall to the second 
sideWall along the Widths of the sideWalls; 

a handle attached to the ?rst sideWall; and 

a ?rst fastener assembly located along the lengths of the 
?rst and second sideWalls; 

Wherein in the ?rst con?guration, the ?rst fastener assem 
bly joins the ?rst sideWall to the second sideWall 
thereby forming an interior compartment of a tote bag; 

Wherein in the second con?guration, the ?rst fastener 
assembly is unfastened and the ?rst sideWall is rotated 
aWay from the second sideWall to form a ?rst substan 
tially ?at surface having an area greater than an area of 
either the ?rst sideWall or the second sideWall; and 

Wherein in the third con?guration, at least one of the ?rst 
sideWall and the second sideWall are extended, thereby 
forming a second surface having an area greater than 
the area of the ?rst substantially ?at surface. 

2. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst sideWall 
comprises a plurality of layers of a soft body, and the second 
sideWall comprises a plurality of layers of the soft body. 

3. The device of claim 1, further comprising a pocket 
located on the ?rst sideWall. 

4. The device of claim 1, Wherein the bottom surface is 
integrally formed With the ?rst and second sideWalls. 

5. The device of claim 1, Wherein the handle includes a 
?rst end and a second end, and the handle is attached to the 
?rst sideWall at the ?rst end and at the second end. 
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6. The device of claim 1, further comprising a second 
handle attached to the second sideWall. 

7. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst fastener 
assembly has a ?rst end and a second end, and further 
comprising a second fastener assembly having a ?rst end 
and a second end, and being parallel to the ?rst fastener 
assembly, and 

Wherein the handle is attached to the ?rst sideWall at an 
area located betWeen the ?rst end of the ?rst fastener 
assembly and the ?rst end of the second fastener 
assembly. 

8. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst fastener 
assembly comprises a Zipper. 

9. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst fastener 
assembly comprises a fastener selected from the group 
consisting of hook and loop fasteners, button and hole 
fasteners, tie and hole fasteners, and snap fasteners. 

10. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst fastener 
assembly is located on an edge of the ?rst sideWall, and 
further comprising a second fastener assembly located on an 
opposite edge of the ?rst sideWall. 

11. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst fastener 
assembly is also located along the Width of the ?rst sideWall 
at an opening of the interior compartment. 

12. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst sideWall and 
the second sideWall comprise a padded material. 

13. The device of claim 1, Wherein the ?rst sideWall and 
the second sideWall comprise a thermal insulating material. 

14. The device of claim 1, Wherein in the ?rst con?gu 
ration, the ?rst sideWall and the second sideWall each have 
seven layers. 

15. The device of claim 14, Wherein in the second 
con?guration, the ?rst substantially ?at surface has forms a 
seating area siZed to support tWo people sitting on the ?rst 
substantially ?at surface. 

16. The device of claim 14, Wherein the second surface of 
the third con?guration comprises a single layer. 

17. The device of claim 1, Wherein the device is further 
adapted to be converted into a fourth con?guration, the 
fourth con?guration being a cape. 

18. The device of claim 17, comprising tWo handles 
located on the second surface in the third con?guration and 
spaced apart to accommodate arms of a person. 

19. Amultipurpose device capable of being converted into 
a plurality of con?gurations including a ?rst con?guration, 
a second con?guration, and a third con?guration, the device 
comprising: 

a soft body having a ?rst surface, a second surface 
generally opposing the ?rst surface, a ?rst end edge, 
and a second end edge spaced apart from the ?rst end 
edge, a ?rst side edge and a second side edge, the ?rst 
and second side edges extending from the ?rst end edge 
toWard the second end edge of the soft body, and an 
area greater than an area of a sideWall of the device in 
the ?rst con?guration; 

a fastener assembly located on the ?rst surface, the 
fastener assembly having a ?rst end, a second end 
spaced apart from the ?rst end, and a central region 
located betWeen the ?rst end and second end of the 
fastener assembly, the central region located substan 
tially along a midline of the soft body; and 
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a handle attached to the soft body at a location in 
proximity to the ?rst end of the fastener assembly, 

Wherein in the ?rst con?guration, the fastener assembly is 
located on opposing edges of a sideWall and joins a ?rst 
sideWall to a second sideWall thereby forming an 
interior compartment of a tote bag, 

Wherein in the second con?guration, the fastener assem 
bly is unfastened and is located on an outer edge of the 
soft body; and 

Wherein in the third con?guration, the fastener assembly 
is spaced aWay from the edges of the soft body. 

20. The device of claim 19, Wherein the soft body, in a 
completely unfolded con?guration, is rectangular. 

21. The device of claim 19, Wherein the ?rst end of the 
fastener assembly is spaced aWay from the ?rst end edge of 
the soft body, and the second end of the fastener assembly 
is spaced aWay from the second end edge of the soft body. 

22. The device of claim 19, Wherein the soft body has a 
Width, and the fastener assembly is located a distance from 
the ?rst side edge of the soft body approximately equal to 
one-quarter of the Width of the soft body. 

23. The device of claim 19, Wherein the soft body has a 
Width, and the fastener assembly is located a distance from 
the ?rst side edge of the soft body approximately equal to 
one-half of the Width of the soft body. 

24. The device of claim 19, Wherein the fastener assembly 
comprises a Zipper. 

25. The device of claim 19, Wherein the fastener assembly 
comprises a fastener selected from the group consisting of 
hook and loop fasteners, button and hole fasteners, tie and 
hole fasteners, and snap fasteners. 

26. The device of claim 19, comprising a ?rst fastener 
assembly and a second fastener assembly located on the ?rst 
surface so that the ?rst fastener assembly and the second 
fastener assembly are parallel to each other. 

27. The device of claim 26, Wherein the ?rst fastener 
assembly and the second fastener assembly are parallel to 
the ?rst side edge and second side edge of the soft body. 

28. The device of claim 26, Wherein the handle is attached 
to the ?rst surface of the soft body betWeen the ?rst end of 
the ?rst fastener assembly and the ?rst end of the second 
fastener assembly. 
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29. The device of claim 19, comprising a ?rst handle and 
a second handle, Wherein the ?rst handle is attached in 
proximity to the ?rst end of the fastener assembly, and the 
second handle is attached to the soft body in proximity to the 
second end of the fastener assembly. 

30. The device of claim 19, Wherein the soft body is 
substantially ?at. 

31. A method for transforming a multi-purpose device 
into a plurality of con?gurations including a tote-bag, a seat 
cushion, and a blanket, the method comprising the steps: 

providing a multi-purpose device capable of being con 
verted into a plurality of con?gurations including a ?rst 
con?guration, a second con?guration, and a third con 
?guration, the device comprising: a soft body; a ?rst 
handle on the soft body; and a ?rst fastener assembly, 
Wherein in the ?rst con?guration the soft body is 
arranged to have a bottom and sideWalls Which together 
de?ne outer Walls and an interior compartment, the 
interior compartment having inner surfaces and an open 
top, Wherein the ?rst fastener assembly is positioned on 
the soft body such that When retaining the device in the 
?rst con?guration, approximately equal portions of the 
soft body are on opposite sides of the interior compart 
ment, Wherein the ?rst handle is attached to a sideWall 
of the soft body When the device is in the ?rst con 
?guration, Wherein the second con?guration is formed 
by unfastening the ?rst fastener assembly and expand 
ing the soft body Whereby the interior compartment is 
eliminated; Wherein in the third con?guration the soft 
body is fully expanded to form a substantially ?at 
surface, 

forming the ?rst con?guration suitable for use as a 
tote-bag; 

forming the second con?guration suitable for use as a seat 
cushion; and 

forming the third con?guration suitable for use as a 
blanket. 

32. The method of claim 31, further comprising placing 
the device on a person for use as a cape. 

* * * * * 


