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FREE RADICAL POLYMERIZATION METHOD 
HAVING REDUCED PREMATURE TERMINATION, 
APPARATUS FOR PERFORMING THE METHOD, 

AND PRODUCT FORMED THEREBY 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t under 35 USC 
119(e)(1) of provisional application Ser. No. 60/300,816, 
?led Jun. 27, 2001. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] The present invention is directed to a polymeriZa 
tion method, Wherein the polymeriZation occurs by a free 
radical polymeriZation mechanism, to apparatus used for 
this method, and to the polymeriZation product produced by 
this method, and particularly Wherein premature termination 
of the polymeriZation is reduced. The present invention is 
applicable to polymeriZation of materials Wherein the poly 
meriZation mechanism is a free radical polymeriZation, 
Without limitation to the material being polymeriZed, and is 
applicable, for eXample, in the polymeriZation of materials 
With C=C double bonds Where the polymeriZation is by a 
free radical polymeriZation mechanism, initiated by irradia 
tion With, e.g., light (such as ultraviolet light). 

[0003] In a conventional photoinitiated, free radical poly 
meriZation process, using, for eXample, a microWave driven, 
electrodeless ultraviolet lamp, the microWaves are produced 
utiliZing recti?ed alternating current, or a pulsed poWer 
supply. These microWaves produce pulsed ultraviolet light 
from the electrodeless ultraviolet lamp, as the photoinitiat 
ing light. That is, the recti?ed alternating current or pulsed 
poWer supply produces a pulsed light output from the lamp 
for photoinitiation of the polymeriZation. HoWever, this 
conventional process forms a product With an undesirably 
loW molecular Weight, and has an undesirably loW yield. 

[0004] Thus, it is desired to form a polymeriZation prod 
uct, produced by a free radical polymeriZation mechanism, 
having increased yield and increased molecular Weight, With 
a narroWer distribution in molecular Weight of the product 
(polymer) formed, While being formed at a relatively high 
speed. That is, it is desired to improve the product produced 
by a free radical polymeriZation mechanism initiated by 
radiation (e.g., light, such as ultraviolet light), both in yield 
(increased yield), and in molecular Weight of the product 
formed (increased molecular Weight) and decreased distri 
bution (range) in the formed product. 

SUMMARY 

[0005] The present inventors have found that premature 
termination of the free radical polymeriZation, causing dis 
advantageously loW yield and products of disadvanta 
geously loW molecular Weight, is attributable to the pulsed 
optical output providing photoinitiation of the free radical 
polymeriZation. Based on this ?nding, the present invention 
applies constant radiation (e. g., light), for eXample, constant 
light intensity, over time, during the polymeriZation process, 
to, e.g., initiate the polymeriZation (to provide the photoini 
tiation) and sustain the polymeriZation. 

[0006] Moreover, according to the present invention, the 
constant light output can be achieved by use of a constant 
output (temporally), direct current poWer supply. For 
eXample, and not to be limiting, the constant output (e.g., 
constant current) direct current poWer supply can be used for 
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generating microWaves for driving a microWave-poWered 
lamp, Which produces a constant(uniform) continuous light 
output, over time, for photoinitiation, thereby reducing 
premature termination. According to aspects of the present 
invention, the constant (uniform) current, direct current 
poWer supply, for eXample, can be used to provide a constant 
current, over time, applied to a magnetron to generate, e.g., 
the microWaves driving the lamp, Which microWaves pro 
duce a constant light output from the lamp (electrodeless 
lamp) to cause polymeriZation to proceed. By providing a 
constant light output (constant intensity, having no ripple), 
premature termination is reduced and undesirable effects 
arising due to premature termination are at least reduced. 

[0007] As another eXample, a constant output (e.g., con 
stant current) direct current poWer supply can be used to 
poWer an arc lamp to produce a constant (uniform) continu 
ous light output (constant intensity, having no ripple), over 
time, for photoinitiation, thereby reducing premature termi 
nation. 

[0008] Accordingly, an improved polymer product can be 
formed, having improved properties, and higher molecular 
Weight and decreased distribution (range) of molecular 
Weights, and the polymer product can be produced at higher 
speeds (e.g., When forming a sheet material, the cured 
product can be formed at higher line speeds). 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0009] FIG. 1(a) schematically shoWs a system for curing 
(polymerizing) a polymer according to a convention tech 
nique, using a microWave driven ultraviolet (UV) lamp to 
supply energy for initiating the polymeriZation and a recti 
?ed alternating current or pulsed direct current poWer supply 
in generating the microWaves, With FIG. 1(b) shoWing the 
current output as a function of time for the poWer supply for 
generating the microWaves for driving the microWave driven 
UV lamp, and With FIG. 1(c) shoWing the UV light output 
of the lamp as a function of time. 

[0010] FIG. 2(a) schematically shoWs a system for curing 
(polymerizing) a polymer according to an illustrative 
embodiment of the present invention, using a microWave 
driven ultraviolet lamp to supply energy for initiating the 
polymeriZation and a direct current poWer supply in gener 
ating the microWaves, With FIG. 2(b) shoWing the current 
output as a function of time for the poWer supply for 
generating the microWaves for driving the microWave driven 
UV lamp, and FIG. 2(c) shoWing the UV light output of the 
lamp as a function of time. 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram of a direct current poWer 
supply Which can be used, according to an illustrative 
embodiment of the present invention, in generating the 
microWaves driving a microWave driven lamp producing 
constant light output to initiate polymeriZation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[0012] While the invention Will be described in connection 
With speci?c and preferred embodiments, it Will be under 
stood that it is not intended to limit the invention to those 
embodiments. To the contrary, it is intended to cover all 
alterations, modi?cations and equivalents as may be 
included Within the spirit and scope of the invention as 
de?ned by the appended claims. 
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[0013] Throughout the present speci?cation, Where mate 
rials, methods and apparatus are described as including or 
comprising speci?c components or structure or speci?c 
processing steps, it is contemplated by the inventor that 
materials, methods and apparatus of the present invention 
also consist essentially of, or consist of, the recited compo 
nents or structure or recited processing steps. 

[0014] The present invention, in illustrative aspects 
thereof, contemplates a free radical polymeriZation process, 
apparatus for performing the process and improved product 
formed. According to an illustrative process Within the 
present invention, the composition containing a material 
(e.g., monomer or oligomer) to be polymeriZed by free 
radical polymeriZation, is irradiated With substantially con 
stant radiation, substantially Without pulsation, to, e.g., 
initiate and sustain the free radical polymeriZation, during 
the time period that the composition is being subjected to 
polymeriZation. This processing produces an improved 
product, having improved properties, and produces the prod 
uct at higher speeds (higher throughput). Moreover, appa 
ratus for producing the substantially constant radiation 
includes a radiation source (e.g., but not to be limiting, a 
source of light, such as ultraviolet light) producing the 
substantially constant radiation, substantially Without pul 
sation; and, e. g., a direct current poWer supply Which outputs 
a constant current used to generate the substantially constant 
radiation substantially Without pulsation. Illustratively, the 
source of the radiation can be a microWave driven UV lamp, 
With the direct current poWer supply providing a constant 
current applied to a microWave generator to produce micro 
Waves used to drive the UV lamp. Through use of the 
substantially constant radiation, substantially Without pul 
sation, premature termination of the free radical polymer 
iZation can be at least reduced. 

[0015] Premature termination describes the situation 
Where groWing macroradicals, in the formation of the poly 
mer by the free radical polymeriZation mechanism, are 
terminated by small primary radicals from photolysis of the 
photoinitiator. This happens under pulsed irradiation, Where 
the pulsing frequency is shorter than the time needed to 
reach “steady state” (steady state being that state Where the 
rate of radical formation is equal to the rate of termination 
(rate of radical-radical coupling)). GroWing macroradicals 
(propagation phase) Will have a loWer rate of termination, 
due to mobility restrictions caused by the very fast increase 
in viscosity of the polymeriZing medium and the siZe of the 
macroradicals. After the ?rst pulse of light, most of the 
primary radicals Will promote propagation and, With the free 
radical polymeriZation, add into the double bond (for 
eXample, acrylate double bond, Where the monomeric mate 
rial being polymeriZed is an acrylate). With further short 
pulses, the remaining unphotolyZed photoinitiator Will noW 
start to produce neW small primary radicals, Which have a 
much higher mobility than the groWing macroradicals. So, in 
essence these neWly generated small primary radicals from 
a subsequent photolysis of the photoinitiator (arising from 
pulsed UV light) Will promote biradical termination by 
coupling With groWing macroradicals in competition With 
initiation of neW chain groWth, resulting in premature ter 
mination of the polymeriZation process. 

[0016] By avoiding pulsed light, and using a constant light 
output, over time, Without pulsation, according to the 
present invention, photolysis of photoinitiators Which pref 
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erentially terminates polymeriZation is reduced. In addition, 
by using a constant current DC poWer supply to poWer the 
lamp providing the light (for eXample, to generate micro 
Waves for driving the lamp, Where the lamp is a microWave 
driven electrodeless lamp; or to poWer an arc lamp), a 
constant light output (e.g., constant ultraviolet light output) 
can effectively be achieved, to reduce the above-described 
premature termination and at least reduce undesirable effects 
thereof. 

[0017] While the present invention is described herein 
primarily in connection With free radical polymeriZation 
using photoinitiator activated by ultraviolet light, the present 
invention is not limited thereto. That is, the present invention 
includes use of constant light output, Without any substantial 
pulsation or ripple, of other types of light (e.g., visible light, 
infrared light, etc.), and of other types of radiation, depend 
ing upon the energy (e.g., light energy) needed to activate 
the free radical polymeriZation (for eXample, and not to be 
limiting, to activate an initiator for initiating the free radical 
polymeriZation). 
[0018] FIG. 1(a) shoWs the conventional technique for 
free radical polymeriZation of a composition Which forms a 
Work surface 7 (e.g., a coating on a substrate). This con 
ventional technique uses a recti?ed alternating current or 
pulsed direct current poWer supply 1 for generating micro 
Waves to drive microWave-driven UV lamp 3, to produce 
ultraviolet light 11 to activate photoinitiators in the compo 
sition forming Work surface 7. FIG. 2(a) illustrates the 
present invention, using a DC poWer supply 5 for driving a 
microWave driven ultraviolet lamp 13 to produce ultraviolet 
light 15 to activate the photoinitiators in the composition 
forming Work surface 7, to initiate free radical polymeriZa 
tion. FIGS. 1(b) and 2(b) respectively shoW the current 
produced by the poWer supplies 1, 5 as a function of time; 
and shoWn in FIGS. 1(c) and 2(c) are the light output 11, 15 
respectively produced according to the conventional tech 
nique and according to the present invention, and applied to 
the Work surface 7, as a function of time. The arroW 
designated by reference character 9 denotes the direction of 
movement of Work surface 7 past the lamps 3, 13. 

[0019] According to the conventional technique poWer 
supply 1 produces pulsed current, shoWn in FIG. 1(b); and 
ultraviolet light 11 produced by lamp 3 is pulsed, as seen in 
FIG. 1(c). This pulsed light causes premature termination of 
the free radical polymeriZation, as discussed previously. 

[0020] As can be seen in FIGS. 2(b) and 2(c), according to 
the present invention a constant current is supplied from 
poWer supply 5, and produces a constant light output 15 
from ultraviolet lamp 13 over time, applied to the Work 
surface; as discussed previously, this reduces premature 
termination so as to at least reduce undesirable effects and 
provide increased yield and higher molecular Weight prod 
ucts. 

[0021] A DC poWer supply Which can be utiliZed accord 
ing to aspects of the present invention is shoWn in FIG. 3. 
This DC poWer supply is illustrative of a poWer supply 
Which can be used in the present invention, and is not 
limiting of the present invention. This poWer supply illus 
tratively provides a high voltage output, having a constant 
current over time, to, e.g., a magnetron, Where the lamp is an 
electrodeless lamp driven by microWaves. The magnetron 
generates the microWaves for driving the lamp, Which pro 
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duces a light output Which is constant over time. The DC 
power supply can also be used to poWer arc lamps. 

[0022] More speci?cally, FIG. 3 shoWs a three-phase AC 
line voltage that is recti?ed by a three-phase bridge 20 after 
passing through line ?lters and contacts. The three-phase 
bridge 20 may provide a DC voltage to an H bridge 30. A 
pre-charge relay (and associated resistor) 25 and a capacitor 
27 may be provided betWeen the three-phase bridge 20 and 
the H bridge 30. The pre-charge relay (and associated 
resistor) 25 may prevent damage caused by in-rush current 
that is used to charge the capacitor 27. The bridge 30 may 
include four insulated gate bipolar transistors (IGBT) 
arranged as an H. In operation, tWo diagonal transistors of 
the H bridge 30 may conduct simultaneously for one half of 
a sWitching cycle and then the other diagonal transistors of 
the H bridge 30 may conduct for the remaining one half of 
the sWitching cycle. This operation may provide alternating 
current to the high voltage transformer and recti?er (HVTR) 
assembly 40. The transistors may operate at a high fre 
quency (such as approximately 20 kHZ) so that the siZe and 
the Weight of the high voltage transformer can be reduced. 
The ?ltering components that smooth out the current to the 
magnetron may also be reduced When higher operating 
frequencies are used. 

[0023] A phase shifter/pulse Width modulator 50 may 
perform the control of the IGBT transistors. The inputs to the 
phase shifter/pulse Width modulator 50 may be the magne 
tron current and voltage, Which are measured on the HVTR 
assembly 40. The phase shifter/pulse Width modulator 50 
may adjust the control signals to the transistors so that it 
regulates either the current or the voltage at the output of the 
HVTR assembly 40. This process may be called feedback 
control. 

[0024] The HVTR assembly 40 may include a multi 
output transformer. Each output may be recti?ed With an 
individual recti?er and ?lter circuit. The ?lter circuit may 
include energy storage elements (such as inductors and 
capacitors) to smooth out the high frequency pulses and 
supply essentially DC current to the magnetron. The indi 
vidual recti?er outputs may be series connected to generate 
the high voltage required by the magnetron. 

[0025] An engine control circuit 60 may monitor and 
control the entire poWer supply as required. The engine 
control circuit may include a programmed microprocessor 
With necessary input/output circuitry to monitor internal 
voltages and currents. 

[0026] The present invention is not limited to polymer 
iZation of any speci?c type of monomer(e.g., acrylates), and 
can be applied to any polymeriZation occurring by a free 
radical polymeriZation mechanism (that is, free radical sys 
tems). For example, any kind of free radical polymeriZable 
C=C double bond, regardless of other structure in the 
molecule, Will be more or less sensitive to premature ter 
mination, and such premature termination can be reduced by 
applying the present invention using a constant light output 
applied to the composition to be polymeriZed. 

[0027] In the folloWing Will be discussed various groups 
of materials to Which the present invention can be applied. 
HoWever, it is to be emphasiZed that the folloWing are only 
examples of, e. g., commercially available classes of reactive 
systems sensitive toWards premature termination, since they 
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undergo free radical polymeriZation, and the present inven 
tion is not to be limited to these classes of reactive systems. 

[0028] A ?rst class of materials to Which the present 
invention is applicable is those Which form homopolymers 
by free radical polymeriZation, that is, homopolymeriZation 
of the chain groWth type. In this class, only one type of 
double bond is used; the double bond, hoWever, can be 
chemically bonded to any kind of backbone, and any number 
of C=C double bonds can be attached to any backbone. 
Typical examples are acrylates and methacrylates. Styrene 
and styrene derivatives, N-vinyl amides, and vinyl esters are 
also typical examples of C=C structures Which can be 
polymeriZed by free radical polymeriZation and bene?t from 
use of the constant direct current poWer source providing 
constant light output over time, according to the present 
invention. 

[0029] A second class of materials to Which the present 
invention is applicable is those Which form copolymers by 
copolymeriZation of the chain groWth type. This uses dif 
ferent monomers or oligomers, discussed above in connec 
tion With homopolymeriZation, together. Mixtures of any 
number of different monomers or oligomers, in any ratio and 
any type of C=C double bond described above, can be used; 
depending on the reactivity ratio of the individual mono 
mers/oligomers, the copolymer formed Will have very dif 
ferent properties. Typical examples are acrylate/methacry 
late, acrylate/unsaturated polyester and acrylate/N-vinyl 
amide. 

[0030] A third class of materials to Which the present 
invention is applicable is those Which form copolymers by 
alternating copolymeriZation. In this case, any acceptor (A) 
type monomer or mixtures thereof, in any number and in any 
ratio, in a mixture (close to 1:1 on a molar ratio) With any 
donor type (D) monomer or mixtures thereof in any number 
and in any ratio, Will undergo alternating copolymeriZation. 
For this case, there are an additional number of potential and 
commercially available monomers and oligomers containing 
C=C bonds With substituents previously not mentioned. 
These include A and D type monomers that Will not undergo 
homopolymeriZation as discussed previously. Various 
acceptor and donor type monomers are described in con 
nection With Us. Pat. No. 5,446,073 to Jonsson, et al., the 
contents of Which are incorporated herein by reference in 
their entirety. Typical examples are fumarate/vinyl ether, 
maleate/vinyl ether and maleimide/vinyl ether. 

[0031] As seen in the foregoing, many different types of 
polymeriZation reactions, occurring through free radical 
polymeriZation, Will bene?t from the present invention. The 
foregoing classes are not the only materials that can be used, 
and other classes and types of materials can be utiliZed, as 
long as polymeriZation occurs through free radical polymer 
iZation. 

[0032] The present invention is applicable to any poly 
meriZation technique Which occurs by free radical polymer 
iZation. Monomers and oligomers can be polymeriZed 
according to the polymeriZation of the present invention. 
Monomers Which can be polymeriZed according to the 
present invention include molecules containing at least one 
C=C, that can be polymeriZed by a free radical induced 
process. Such monomer can contain any number, in any 
ratio, of all kinds of C=C bonds, capable of undergoing a 
free radical polymeriZation. 
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[0033] In the following are set forth examples of various [0036] 
aspects of the present invention, together With comparisons 
for shoWing the better results achieved according to these TABLE 2 
aspects of the present invention. These examples according 
to the present invention use a constant current (over time), B_ Homopolymerization _ Isobornyl acrylate containing 2% 
direct current poWer supply, and provide a constant light Irgacure 184 
output applied to the composition to be polymeriZed; and are 
compared With examples using a variable poWer supply 

, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25 fpm 50 fpm 100 fpm 150 fpm 

WhlCh provides 1rrad1at1ng light having a ripple (pulsed 
light). The compositions irradiated so as to undergo free 
radical polymeriZation Were provided in a ?lm thickness of ‘IFS-3 96% 95% 91% 87% 

15 or 25 microns, Which Was controlled by a Te?on spacer 96% 95% 92% 88% 
or a Wire-Wound draW-doWn bar. The coated ?lms Were 96% 96% 92% 86% 

cured both in the presence of air and in the absence of air. Averagei 96% 95% 92% 87% 
Each ?lm passed by the irradiating lamp at the stated speeds OMNI 96% 95% 92% 90% 
(fpm: feet per minute) set forth in the folloWing Table 1. The 96% 95% 92% 90% 
compositions contained Irgacure 184,~vvhich is 1-hydroXy- 97% 95% 91% 90% 
cycloheXyl phenyl ketone, as a photoinitiator. The compo- Average: 96% 95% 92% 90% 
sitions contained the Irgacure 184 in amounts as set forth in 
the folloWing, and contained isobornyl acrylate, HDDA 
(heXanediol diacrylate) or ethoXylated nonylphenol acrylate 
as the monomer Which polymeriZes by free radical poly- [0037] 
meriZation. CHVE (cycloheXanedimethanol divinylether) 
and EMI (N-ethyl maleimide) can also be used as the TABLE 3 
monomer in free radical polymeriZation of the photoinitiator 
System' C. Homopolymerization — HeXanediol diacrylate (HDDA) 

containing 0.125% Irgacure 184 
[0034] The examples in the folloWing, corresponding to 
the present invention, utiliZed an “OMNI” DC poWer supply 25 fpm 50 fpm 100 fpm 150 fpm 
(see the poWer supply diagram in FIG. 3) supplying a 
constant current to a microWave-driven ultraviolet light ‘IFS-3 85% 80% 65% 42% 

lamp, Which irradiated the composition With a constant 87% 81% 62% 45% 
ultraviolet light output over time. The “VPS-3” poWer 86% 83% 60% 39% 
supply, for the comparative technique, provided a pulsed 41% 
electric current Which, When applied to the microWave Average: 86% 81% 62% 42% 
driven ultraviolet light lamp, provided an ultraviolet light OMNI 86% 84% 66% 46% 

output that Was pulsed (rippled). 86% ZZZ: 22:: 12:: 
[0035] From the folloWing results, it can be seen that the 53% 
double bond(C=C) conversion of formulations cured Average: 86% 84% 67% 49% 
according to the present invention can be about 7% higher 
than that achieved using a comparative technique. As can be 
seen in the folloWing, advantageous results achieved accord- [0038] 
ing to the present invention are particularly great at higher 
speeds of movement of the substrate having the coating ?lm TABLE 4 
thereon ast the irradiatin li ht. 

’ p g g D. Homopolymerization — EthoXylated nonylphenol 
acrylate containing 0.3% Irgacure 184 

TABLE 1 Difference of double bond conversion using OMNI 
and VPS-3 at different cure speed 

A. Homopolymerization — Isobornyl acrylate 
containing 0.25% Irga_cure 184 75 fpm 100 fpm 125 fpm 150 fpm 

25 fpm 50 fpm 100 fpm 150 fpm 200 fpm VPS-3 78.1% 62.5% 57.4% 53.3% 
77.6% 66.7% 53.9% 50.5% 

VPS-3 91% 89% 84% 69% 51% 80% 67.1% 58.6% 47.6% 
91% 90% 82% 67% 44% 78.6% 68.2% 58.5% 45.9% 
92% 90% 84% 69% 44% 76% 63.9% 52.9% 49.9% 

52% Average: 78.1% 65.7% 56.3% 49.4% 
Average: 91% 90% 83% 68% 48% OMNI 74.8% 63.8% 59% 50.3% 
OMNI 92% 91% 85% 73% 55% 77.9% 72.2% 63.6% 50.1% 

92% 91% 85% 72% 55% 81.2% 71.7% 62.2% 50.9% 
91% 91% 85% 73% 53% 85.9% 69% 62.5% 52.6% 

44% 78.4% 66.4% 57.3% 52.7% 
Average: 92% 91% 85% 73% 52% Average: 79.6% 68.6% 60.9% 51.3% 
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[0039] 

TABLE 5 

E. Copolymerization — Isobornyl acrylate/1,6—HDDA 
(1:1 molar ratio) containing 0.2% Irgacure 184 

Difference of double bond Conversion using OMNI 
and VPS-3 at different cure speeds 

50 fpm 75 fpm 100 fpm 125 fpm 150 fpm 

VPS-3 89.6% 83.9% 80.4% 70.2% 54% 
89.9% 84.9% 73.6% 71.1% 50.9% 
88.9% 84.3% 79.1% 67.4% 50.4% 
87.3% 86.3% 77.7% 58% 46.9% 
91.4% 86.8% 79.7% 61.2% 41.1% 

Average: 89.4% 85.2% 78.1% 65.6% 48.7% 
OMNI 90.9% 83.8% 82.8% 71% 59% 

90.4% 86.9% 83.3% 77.3% 54.6% 
90.9% 87.8% 2.1% 72.6% 50.6% 

85.7% 80.9% 76.5% 49.2% 
89.5% 82.1% 64% 47.9% 

Average: 90.7% 86.7% 82.2% 72.3% 52.3% 

[0040] 

TABLE 6 

F. Alternating Copolymerization — CycloheXanedimethanol 
divinylether/N-ethyl maleimide (1:2 molar ratio) 

Difference of double bond conversion using OMNI 
and VPS-3 at different cure speeds 

75 fpm 100 fpm 125 fpm 

VPS-3 86.3% 76.4% 73.5% 
(maleimide) 88.8% 79.9% 74.2% 

70.7% 74.4% 69.2% 
80.5% 88.6% 77.1% 
79.8% 63% 

Average: 81.2% 76.5% 73.5% 
VPS-3 61.0% 57% n/a 
(vinylether) 59.2% 57% 

51.6% 56% 
56.3% 67.7% 
55.5% 44.2% 

Average: 56.7% 56.4% 
OMNI 91% 79.2% 74.7% 
(maleimide) 94.6% 82.9% 82.5% 

78.2% 73.8% 82.8% 
89.9% 94% 76.2% 
82.7% 81.8% 

Average: 87.3% 82.3% 79.1% 
OMNI 64.5% 61.8% 57.5% 
(vinylether) 68.8% 65.4% 59.4% 

60% 53.6% 59.8% 
65.1% 63.1% 58.9% 
62.2% 60.4% 

Average: 64.1% 60.9% 58.9% 

[0041] In Tables 7 and 8 are shown a comparison of Gel 
Permeation Chromotography (GPC) measurements made on 
samples cured using an “OMNI” poWer supply, according to 
the present invention, and, as a comparison, using the 
“VPS-3” poWer supply. The resulting molecular Weight 
(MW) distribution clearly shoWs a much more narroW 
distribution for samples cured using the “OMNI” poWer 
supply. This is due to the fact that the fraction of short 
polymer chains is much smaller When the “OMNI” poWer 
supply is used. 
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TABLE 7 

G. GPC results of Isobornyl acrylate/Irgacure 184 (0.25%), 
cured With Nitrogen Inerting at different curing speeds 

Retention 
time (min.) MW MW" d(pea.k Width) 

VPS—3/HP6(10 fpm) 15.392 94177 106889 3.1280 
OMNI/HP6(10 fpm) 15.450 90079 103974 3.0639 
VPS-3/HP6(200 fpm) n/a n/a 230923 4.8724 
OMNI/HP6(200 fpm) n/a n/a 197038 4.7655 

MW is an average molecular Weight at retention time. 
MW" is a Whole average molecular Weight distribution. 

[0042] 

TABLE 8 

H. GPC results of Isobornyl acrylate/Irgacure 184 (2%), 
cured under air at different curing speeds 

Retention 
time (min.) MW MW" d(pea.k Width) 

VPS—3/HP6(10 fpm) 15.945 62405 68089 2.2914 
OMNI/HP6(10 fpm) 15.990 60357 68408 2.1793 
VPS—3/HP6(20 fpm) 16.186 52193 56010 2.2848 
OMNI/HP6(20 fpm) 16.239 50182 55842 2.2150 
VPS-3/HP6(200 fpm) 17.240 23889 50471 2.4988 
OMNI/HP6(200 fpm) 17.237 23942 43293 2.2061 

MW is an average molecular Weight at retention time. 
MW" is a Whole average molecular Weight distribution. 

[0043] Accordingly, by the present invention, utilizing 
constant output radiation (for example, constant output light, 
such as ultraviolet light, but not limited thereto; other 
initiating light, such as infrared and visible light can be 
utilized), premature termination of the polymerization can 
be reduced. Moreover, conversion of monomer to the poly 
mer can be improved, particularly at high rates of speed of 
the composition past the irradiating light, molecular Weight 
of the produced polymer can be improved (increased) and 
the distribution (range) of molecular Weights in the polymer 
product reduced, and physical and other properties of the 
produced polymer can be improved. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Free radical polymerization method, comprising: 

providing a composition containing a material that can be 
polymerized by free radical polymerization; and 

polymerizing said material in said composition by irra 
diating said composition With radiation generated by a 
lamp driven by a DC poWer supply so as to initiate and 
maintain said free radical polymerization, Wherein said 
composition is irradiated With a substantially constant 
radiation, over time, substantially Without pulsation, 
during said polymerizing. 

2. Method according to claim 1, Wherein said lamp 
produces ultraviolet light, the composition being irradiated 
With the ultraviolet light so as to initiate and maintain the 
free radical polymerization. 

3. Method according to claim 2, Wherein the lamp is an 
electrodeless lamp. 

4. Method according to claim 1, Wherein said lamp is 
excited, to produce said radiation, by microWaves, the 
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microwaves being generated by a microwave source poW 
ered by said DC power supply. 

5. Method according to claim 4, Wherein said lamp is an 
electrodeless lamp. 

6. Method according to claim 1, Wherein said lamp is an 
arc lamp. 

7. Free radical polymeriZation method, comprising: 

providing a composition containing a material that can be 
polymeriZed by free radical polymeriZation; and 

polymeriZing said material in said composition by irra 
diating said composition With radiation from an elec 
trodeless lamp poWered by a constant current square 
Wave electrical poWer supply so as to initiate and 
maintain said free radical polymeriZation, Wherein said 
composition is irradiated With a substantially constant 
radiation, over time, substantially Without pulsation, 
during said polymeriZing. 

8. Method according to claim 7, Wherein said electrode 
less lamp is excited by microWaves so as to produce said 
radiation, said microWaves being generated through use of 
said constant current square Wave electrical poWer supply. 

9. Method according to claim 8, Wherein said microWaves 
are generated by a magnetron, poWered by said constant 
current square Wave electrical poWer supply. 

10. Method according to claim 9, Wherein said constant 
current square Wave electrical poWer supply comprises a 
constant current square Wave generator Which provides 
constant DC current to said magnetron. 

11. Method according to claim 7, Wherein said electrode 
less lamp produces ultraviolet light as said radiation to 
initiate and maintain said free radical polymeriZation. 

12. Apparatus for performing free radical polymeriZation, 
comprising: 

support structure for holding a composition that can be 
polymeriZed by free radical polymeriZaton; 

a lamp for irradiating the composition With radiation so as 
to initiate and maintain the free radical polymeriZation, 
the lamp being adapted to provide a substantially 
constant radiation output, over time, substantially With 
out pulsation, for irradiating the composition When 
performing the free radical polymeriZation; and 

a DC poWer supply for driving said lamp. 
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13. Apparatus according to claim 12, Wherein said lamp is 
a lamp generating ultraviolet light, Whereby said radiation is 
ultraviolet light. 

14. Apparatus according to claim 12, Wherein said lamp is 
an arc lamp. 

15. Apparatus according to claim 12, Wherein said lamp is 
an electrodeless lamp and Wherein said apparatus further 
comprises a microWave source, the electrodeless lamp being 
eXcited by microWaves from said microWave source, and 
said microWave source being poWered by said DC poWer 
supply. 

16. Apparatus according to claim 15, Wherein said micro 
Wave source is a magnetron. 

17. Apparatus for performing free radical polymeriZation, 
comprising: 

support structure for holding a composition that can be 
polymeriZed by free radical polymeriZation; 

an electrodeless lamp for irradiating the composition With 
radiation so as to initiate and maintain the free radical 
polymeriZation, the radiation source being adapted to 
provide a substantially constant radiation output, over 
time, substantially Without pulsation, for irradiating the 
composition When performing the free radical polymer 
iZation; and 

a constant current square Wave electrical poWer supply 
driving said electrodeless lamp. 

18. Apparatus according to claim 17, Wherein said con 
stant current square Wave electrical poWer supply acts to 
generate microWaves Which eXcite said electrodeless lamp to 
produce the radiation. 

19. Apparatus according to claim 18, Wherein said appa 
ratus further includes a source for generating microWaves, 
poWered by said constant current square Wave electrical 
poWer supply. 

20. Apparatus according to claim 19, Wherein said source 
for generating microWaves is a magnetron. 

21. Apparatus according to claim 20, Wherein said poWer 
supply is a constant current square Wave generator Which 
provides constant DC current to the magnetron. 

22. Apparatus according to claim 17, Wherein said poWer 
supply is a constant current square Wave generator Which 
provides constant DC current. 

* * * * * 


