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WORKSPACE HABITAT 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] The present patent document claims the bene?t of 
the ?ling date under 35 USC §119(e) of Provisional US. 
Patent Application Ser. No. 60/475,133, entitled “Workspace 
Habitat” ?led May 30, 2003, Which is hereby incorporated 
by reference. 

BACKGROUND 

[0002] 1. Technical Field 

[0003] The present invention relates to Workspace mod 
ules, and more particularly to a Workspace habitat. 

[0004] 2. Background Information 

[0005] Most large of?ces With open ?oor plans have a 
system of providing individual Work spaces in Which the 
?oor plan is divided into various Work areas through a series 
of vertical partitions extending from the ?oor or ceiling. 
These partitions are sometimes moveable and changeable in 
order to provide the ?oor plan With a variety of con?gura 
tions, thus creating a plurality of Workspace habitats or 
of?ces. The ability to change the shape or siZe of each of 
these Workspace habitats alloWs the various needs of indi 
vidual employees to be met. 

[0006] These prior art partitions create a semi-permanent 
?oor plan that may not be as conducive to both individual 
activity and group activity Without sacri?ces. In order to 
create an atmosphere conducive to group interaction, the 
Workspace habitats are more open, thus not providing as 
much private Working space. 

[0007] Today’s business environment often requires both 
a group atmosphere Where multiple team members can 
gather to discuss an entire project, then the individuals can 
go back to their Workspace in order to Work on a small part 
of the overall project. Thus, it is important to have a ?oor 
plan that suits both requirements: privatiZed individual 
Workspaces as Well as open general meeting areas. While 
conference rooms alloW such open meeting areas, they do 
not provide private Work environments for each individual, 
and individual offices With closable doors are not accom 
modating to large group meetings. 

[0008] The Workspace environments generally are not 
enclosable so as to provide a quiet Work atmosphere. 
Instead, the vertical partitions often do not extend the entire 
distance betWeen the ?oor and ceiling, thereby alloWing 
noise to freely enter the Workspace Which can create a 
variety of distractions to the employee. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

[0009] The Workspace habitat includes a ?rst Wall Wherein 
the Wall has an opening. A door is attached to the ?rst Wall 
portion and has an open and a closed position. When the 
door is in an open position, the opening of the ?rst Wall is 
not closed, and When the door is in a closed position, at least 
a portion of the opening is closed. More than one door can 
be attached to the ?rst Wall. 

[0010] A community of Workspace habitats can be created 
by arranging a plurality of Workspace habitats in a variety of 
con?gurations. The community of Workspace habitats pro 
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vides individual Workspaces and also alloWs for an opened 
environment in Which the users can interact directly With 
each other. 

[0011] Advantages of the present invention Will become 
more apparent to those skilled in the art from the folloWing 
description of the preferred embodiments of the invention 
Which have been shoWn and described by Way of illustration. 
As Will be realiZed, the invention is capable of other and 
different embodiments, and its details are capable of modi 
?cation in various respects. Accordingly, the draWings and 
description are to be regarded as illustrative in nature and not 
as restrictive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0012] FIG. 1 is a top perspective vieW of a Workspace of 
the preferred embodiment in Which both doors are in a 
partially open position; 

[0013] FIG. 2 is a rear vieW of a Workspace in Which the 
doors are in a closed position; 

[0014] FIG. 3 is a rear vieW of a Workspace in Which one 
door is in an open position and a second door is in a closed 
position; 
[0015] FIG. 4 is a top vieW of a Workspace in Which one 
door is in a closed position and the second door is rotating 
to an open position; 

[0016] FIG. 5 is a top perspective vieW of a Workspace 
atop a raised ?oor; 

[0017] FIG. 6 is a top vieW of a community of Workspaces 
connected to a hub; 

[0018] FIG. 7 is a top vieW of a community of Workspaces 
in Which the Workspaces are ?exibly connected in series; 

[0019] FIG. 8 is a top perspective vieW of a community of 
Workspaces in Which the doors of each Workspace is in a 
closed position; 

[0020] FIG. 9 is a top perspective vieW of a ?rst alterna 
tive embodiment of a Workspace; 

[0021] FIG. 10 is a top perspective vieW of a second 
alternative embodiment of a Workspace; 

[0022] FIG. 11 is a top perspective vieW of a third 
alternative embodiment of a Workspace; 

[0023] FIG. 12 is a top perspective vieW of a fourth 
alternative embodiment of a Workspace 

[0024] FIG. 13 is an exploded vieW of a single disc and 
door attachment con?guration; 

[0025] FIG. 14 is an exploded vieW of a disc and door 
attachment con?guration for tWo doors; 

[0026] FIG. 15 is a side vieW of the door attachment 
con?guration for tWo doors; 

[0027] FIG. 16 is a top vieW of a Workspace habitat With 
a user in Which the doors are disposed outside of the 
stationary Wall; 
[0028] FIG. 17 is a top vieW of a Workspace habitat With 
a user in Which the doors are housed Within the stationary 

Wall; 
[0029] FIG. 18 is a top perspective vieW of a single door; 



US 2005/0016081 A1 

[0030] 
[0031] FIG. 20 is a bottom perspective vieW of the struc 
tural support member With attachments; 

FIG. 19 is a rear vieW of the stationary Wall; 

[0032] FIG. 21 is a rear vieW of a stationary Wall Without 
a sloped ceiling; 

[0033] FIG. 22 is a side vieW of an alternative embodi 
ment of a Workspace habitat; 

[0034] FIG. 23 is a side vieW of the Workspace habitat as 
shoWn in FIG. 22; 

[0035] FIG. 24 is a top perspective vieW of the Workspace 
habitat as shoWn in FIG. 22; 

[0036] FIG. 25 is a top vieW of an alternative embodiment 
of a Workspace habitat illustrating the movement of the 
doors; 
[0037] FIG. 26 is a top perspective vieW of the Workspace 
habitat of FIG. 25 in a fully closed position; 

[0038] FIG. 27 is a top perspective vieW of the Workspace 
habitat of FIG. 25 in a fully open position; 

[0039] FIG. 28 is a top perspective vieW of the Workspace 
habitat of the preferred embodiment With a footrest and 
Worksurface; 
[0040] FIG. 29 is a top vieW of an alternative embodiment 
of a Workspace habitat in the fully open position; 

[0041] FIG. 30 is a top vieW of the Workspace habitat of 
FIG. 29 in a fully closed position; 

[0042] FIG. 31 is a top vieW of an alternative embodiment 
of a Workspace habitat With curved doors; and 

[0043] FIG. 32 is a top vieW of the Workspace habitat of 
FIG. 31 With linear doors. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
AND THE PRESENTLY PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

[0044] The preferred embodiment of the Workspace habi 
tat 10 of the present invention provides the user With a fully 
enclosed, highly privatiZed, individual Work environment 
that is transformable into an open Workspace that alloWs for 
group interaction. A plurality of Workspace habitats 10 can 
be attached in various formations in order to form a com 
munity of individual Working environments. Each Work 
space habitat 10 includes a ?rst Wall portion 11 With an 
opening for ingress and egress and at least one door 40 
movable betWeen and open position and a closed position. 
The Workspace habitat provides the user With a personaliZed 
area Within the entire Working environment or building. 
Each user can add or arrange a variety of objects Within the 
Workspace habitat to differentiate theirs from all others. The 
Workspace habitat is generally Where the Worker performs 
the day-to-day tasks and it is separate and apart from the 
surroundings. 
[0045] As shoWn in FIGS. 1-4, the ?rst Wall portion 11 
rests on the ?oor and preferably has a horiZontal cross 
section generally in the shape of a half of a circle. Alterna 
tively, the cross-section can be more or less than one half. 
Generally, the cross section Will be betWeen one-quarter and 
three-quarters of a circle. It is noted that, by the terms “half” 
and “quarter,” exactness is not required unless speci?ed 
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otherWise. The terms are only meant as an approXimate 
portion of the circle. The ?rst Wall portion 11 has rectangular 
opening in the vertical plane that is closable by tWo doors 40. 
Each door 40 preferably has a horiZontal cross-section in the 
shape of about a quarter of a circle, and is moveable betWeen 
an open and a closed position. When both doors 40 are in a 
fully open position, no portion of the opening is closed by 
either door 40. When both doors 40 are in a fully closed 
position, at least a portion of the opening is closed by the 
doors 40. When the doors 40 completely close the opening 
in the ?rst Wall portion 11, the entire Workspace habitat 10 
is enclosed. The footprint on the ?oor of a Workspace habitat 
10 in a fully closed position is generally circular With a 
diameter of about 90 inches. 

[0046] The preferred embodiment of the Workspace habi 
tat 10, as shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 4, includes a centrally 
disposed structural support member 20. The structural sup 
port member 20, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 20, is in the 
shape of an inverted-U, Wherein the structural support 
member 20 divides the Workspace betWeen a generally 
stationary enclosed portion and an open, yet closeable, 
portion. The generally stationary portion, or ?rst Wall por 
tion 11, is stationary When in use, but is movably, thereby 
alloWing for various arrangements of multiple Workspaces. 
It should be understood that although the ?rst Wall portion 
11 is normally in a predetermined location, the ?rst Wall 
portion 11 is movable betWeen different locations. 

[0047] Preferably, the structural support member 20 
includes a pair of vertically oriented support posts 21, 22 and 
a horiZontally oriented support beam 23 in Which both 
support posts 21, 22 and the support beam 23 are made of 
holloW steel tube stock With a rectangular cross-section. The 
cross-section of the holloW tube stock is about 2 inches by 
3 and has a Wall thickness of about 1A inch. The holloW tube 
stock results in less Weight for the overall structure, thereby 
increasing the ability to readily move the entire Workspace 
habitat 10. Each support post 21, 22 is attached to an 
opposing distal ends of the support beam 23 at a right angle 
by a Weld. It should be understood that the support posts 21, 
22 can also be attached to the support beam 23 an adhesive, 
bolts, or any other means suf?cient to Withstand the various 
loads applied to the structural support member 20. The 
structural support member 20 is about 81 inches tall by about 
791/zinches Wide. In general, holloW cross section of the 
structural support member 20 de?nes a conduit through 
Which necessaries for the business environment can be run, 
including Wiring for phone, data, voice, and poWer. The 
Workspace habitat 10 is preferably pre-Wired for these 
necessaries. 

[0048] In an alternative embodiment, each support post 
can include a pair of spaced apart vertical holloW frame 
members connected at each distal end by a horiZontal holloW 
frame member. The support beam includes tWo spaced apart 
horiZontal frame members in Which the distal ends of each 
horiZontal frame member is attached to the upper horiZontal 
frame member of each support post. The vertical and hori 
Zontal holloW frame members of the structural support 
member de?ne open spaces betWeen the spaced apart frame 
members in Which at least one panel can reside. The holloW 
frame members are con?gured to be a conduit for Wiring 
business environment necessaries throughout the Workspace 
habitat. 
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[0049] The lower distal end of each support post 21, 22 is 
preferably supported on the ?oor With casters that are 
lockable. The casters, or rollers, can be attached to the loWer 
distal end of each support post 21, 22, thereby providing a 
more mobile Workspace habitat 10, as shoWn in FIG. 1. In 
an alternative embodiment, the support posts can rest on the 
?oor. In a further alternative embodiment, a threaded lev 
eling mechanism can be attached to the loWer distal end of 
each of the support posts to provide stability to the Work 
space habitat When placed on an uneven ?oor. It should be 
understood that a variety of mechanisms can be attached to 
the bottom of the support posts 21, 22 to increase the 
mobility of the habitat or to de?ne a gap betWeen the habitat 
and the ?oor or to level the Workspace on an uneven ?oor. 

[0050] A frame section, as shoWn in FIG. 2, is preferably 
attached to the vertical edge on of one side of the structural 
support member 20 to form the skeleton of the ?rst Wall 
portion 11. Preferably, the frame section includes a horiZon 
tal base member 31, tWo vertically spaced apart vertical 
frame members 30, 32, a sloped frame member 38, and tWo 
ceiling frame members 36, 37. The ?rst Wall portion 11 has 
a horiZontal cross section generally in the shape of about a 
half of a circle. 

[0051] The base member 31 preferably de?nes a half 
circle and is oriented to be parallel to the ?oor, as shoWn in 
FIG. 19. Each opposing end of the base member 31 is 
attached to a coplanar vertical edge of the opposing support 
posts 21, 22 in an abutting, perpendicular relationship. The 
doWnWardly facing surface of the base member 31 is aligned 
With the doWnWardly facing edge of the support post 21, 22. 
The base member 31 is preferably attached to the support 
posts 21, 22 by a Weld, but any other means of attachment 
sufficient to Withstand movement of the Workspace habitat 
10 and the various loads applied to the habitat can be used. 
The base member is preferably made of steel tube stock With 
a generally rectangular cross section With dimensions of 2 
inches by 3 inches and a Wall thickness of 1A1 inch. It should 
be understood that the dimensions of the steel tube stock can 
be vary depending upon the overall siZe of the Workspace 
habitat 10. 

[0052] TWo vertical frame members 32, 33 are preferably 
attached to the top surface of the base member 31 and eXtend 
upWardly therefrom, as shoWn in FIGS. 2, 4 and 19. The 
?rst vertical frame member 32 is spaced about 60 degrees 
from one distal end of the de?ned arc of the base member 31. 
The second vertical frame member 33 is spaced an addi 
tional about 60 degrees from the ?rst vertical frame member 
32 along the arc, and thus is about 60 degrees from the 
opposite end of the base member 31. The vertical frame 
members 32, 33 are preferably in an abutting, perpendicular 
relationship With the base member 31, and attached by a 
Weld. 

[0053] Asloped frame member 38 is attached to the upper 
distal end of each vertical frame member 32, 33 and to the 
upper distal end of each support post 21, 22, as shoWn in 
FIGS. 2 and 19. In the preferred embodiment, the planar 
projection of the sloped frame member 38 de?nes an arc in 
the general shape of about half of an oval, and slopes 
doWnWardly aWay from the support beam 23, thereby de?n 
ing an ungula of a right cylinder. The sloped frame member 
38 is preferably made of steel tube stock With the same 
dimensions as the base member 31. 
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[0054] The sloped frame member 38 is further secured to 
the support beam 23 by tWo ceiling frame members 36, 37, 
as shoWn in FIG. 19. The ceiling frame members 36, 37 
divide the ceiling of the ?rst Wall portion 11 into three 
distinct Wedge-shaped areas, Wherein each Wedge has an arc 
length of about 60 degrees. Alight-transmitting ceiling panel 
35 is attached to the outWard facing surfaces of the sloped 
frame member 38 and the ceiling frame members 36, 37. 
The vertical frame members 32, 33 and the ceiling frame 
members 36, 37 are attached to the sloped frame member 38 
at the same point along the arc of the sloped frame member 
38. Because the sloped frame member 38 slopes doWn 
Wardly at an angle, the vertical frame members 32, 33 abut 
and attach to the sloped frame member 38 at the same angle. 
The ceiling frame members 36, 37 are coplanar With the 
sloped frame member 38. The ceiling frame members 36, 37 
are preferably made of steel tube stock. In an alternative 
embodiment, as shoWn in FIG. 21, the vertical frame 
members eXtend upWardly from the base member and the 
sloped frame member eXtends horiZontally from the support 
beam. Thus, When the doors are in a fully closed position, 
the Workspace habitat has the shape of a right cylinder. 

[0055] The base member 31, the vertical frame members 
32, 33 and the sloped frame member 38 de?ne a frame to 
Which a vertical panel 39 is attached to form the outer 
surface to the ?rst Wall portion 11. Additionally, the ceiling 
de?ned by the sloped frame member 38 is divided into three 
sections in the shape of Wedges. In an alternative embodi 
ment, a light-transmitting ceiling panel can be placed Within 
each of the openings de?ned by the ceiling frame members. 
As can be seen, the covering panels are made from a 
transparent material, such as PleXiglas®. HoWever, as dis 
cussed beloW, other materials may be used. 

[0056] Preferably, an outlet panel 55 is disposed Within the 
centrally located open area de?ned betWeen the base mem 
ber 31, the sloped frame member 38, and the tWo vertical 
frame members 32, as shoWn in FIG. 1. The outlet panel 55 
is con?gured to provide access to necessary utilities, includ 
ing poWer, data, and phone to the user. The outlet panel 55 
can be disposed Within the de?ned open space either in 
conjunction With, or independent from, a panel member 36 
disposed Within the same opening. The outlet panel 55 
alloWs the user a plug-and-play method of connection in 
Which the user need only plug in the particular device, such 
as a phone, then begin using such. The outlet panel 55 
preferably receives the Wiring from a hub 62, disposed 
externally from the Workspace habitat 10, to Which several 
other Workspace habitats 10 can also be connected, as shoWn 
in FIG. 6. Preferably, the Wiring to the outlet panel 55 for 
the business environment necessaries can be routed through 
any of the members that comprise the skeleton of the ?rst 
Wall portion 11. In the preferred embodiment, the Wiring 
from the hub 62 enters the ?rst Wall portion 11 through a 
support post 21, 22 and at least some of the Wiring is routed 
through the holloW base member 31 to the outlet panel 55. 
In an alternative embodiment, the Wiring can enter the 
Workspace habitat 10 through a gap betWeen the base 
member 31 and the ?oor. The Wiring can then be connected 
to the outlet panel 55, after Which the Wiring is routed 
throughout the ?rst Wall portion 11 to other locations. 

[0057] At least one door 40 is preferably adapted to 
hingedly enclose the Workspace habitat 10. As shoWn in 
FIG. 1, the preferred embodiment includes tWo doors 40. 




















