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(57) ABSTRACT 

Asystem and method for electronically managing composite 
documents including a repository of electronically stored 
individual documents, Where a subset of the individual 
documents are associated With other individual documents 
to form composite documents. Asearch tool is also provided 
for locating a selected individual document, Where the 
selected individual document is associated With a selected 
composite document. A selection tool for selecting a func 
tion to be applied to the selected individual document 
includes an option to apply the function to other individual 
documents Within the selected composite document. This 
alloWs the selected individual document to be operated on 
individually or With the other individual documents Within 
the selected composite document. 
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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ELECTRONICALLY 
MANAGING COMPOSITE DOCUMENTS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority to US. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/484,731, ?led Jul. 3, 2003 and to 
US. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/485,540, ?led Jul. 
8, 2003, Which are incorporated by reference herein in their 
entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The present disclosure relates generally to manag 
ing composite documents and, in particular, to a system and 
method for electronically managing composite documents 
for litigation support. 

[0003] Legal matters often involve large volumes of infor 
mation that must be organiZed and categoriZed in response 
to particular inquires or issues, such as litigation pleadings, 
business transactions, government regulations, and other 
legal matters. The information is typically managed by a 
centraliZed organiZation, such as a legal department or group 
therein having document coordinators. Managing this legal 
information often requires organiZing both textual informa 
tion as Well as documents. 

[0004] Current litigation support systems are generally 
designed to support retrieval of information based on docu 
ment attributes such as document date, type of document, 
authors, etc. Therefore, When documents are prepared for 
loading into litigation support systems, their document com 
position is de?ned based on these attributes. For example, a 
change in document date Would signify the start of a neW 
document. HoWever, real-World documents often consist of 
more than one document unit included as attachments to a 

leading document. These combined documents are referred 
to as composite documents in that they include more than 
one sub-document. In a litigation support system, it is 
important to keep the context of the original composite 
document intact including all of its sub-documents. It is also 
important to alloW revieW and use of the entire document or 
any of its individual sub-units. 

[0005] For example, a composite document may comprise 
ten documents, each one providing results of testing per 
formed on a product for a speci?c year, Whereby the 
composite spans a ten-year period (e.g., 1991-2000). The 
test results for each document may be considered indepen 
dently from the other test results in that they provide useful 
information for testing performed during a particular one 
year period. In addition, the test results may also be useful 
in the context of the ten year period covered by the collec 
tion of documents in evaluating the long-term performance 
of a product (e.g., pattern spotting). 

[0006] Litigation support systems typically support the 
concept of composite documents in that documents and their 
attachments are tracked in the system. HoWever, they do not 
provide the ability to present the entire composite document 
and to alloW the user to retrieve, revieW or otherWise 
manipulate all or selected sub-document units of the com 
posite documents. It Would be desirable for a litigation 
support system to alloW a composite document to be treated 
as a single document and for each sub-document to be 
treated as an individual document. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] According to one aspect of the invention, a system 
and method are provided for electronically managing com 
posite documents including a repository of electronically 
stored individual documents, Where a subset of the indi 
vidual documents are associated With other individual docu 
ments to form composite documents. A search tool is also 
provided for locating a selected individual document, Where 
the selected individual document is associated With a 
selected composite document. A selection tool for selecting 
a function to be applied to the selected individual document 
includes an option to apply the function to other individual 
documents Within the selected composite document. This 
alloWs the selected individual document to be operated on 
individually or With the other individual documents Within 
the selected composite document. 

[0008] In another aspect of the invention, a system and 
method are provided for electronically managing composite 
documents including a repository of electronically stored 
individual documents, Where a subset of the individual 
documents are associated With other individual documents 
to form composite documents. A search tool is provided for 
locating a selected individual document, Where the selected 
individual document is associated With a selected composite 
document and a selected folder. In addition, a selection tool 
is provided for selecting a function to be applied to the 
selected individual document includes an option to apply the 
function to other individual documents Within the selected 
composite document that are in the selected folder. This 
alloWs the selected individual document to be operated on 
individually or With the other individual documents Within 
the selected composite document. 

[0009] In a further aspect of the invention, a system and 
method are provided for electronically managing composite 
documents including a repository of electronically stored 
individual documents, Where a subset of the individual 
documents are associated With other individual documents 
to form composite documents. A search tool is provided for 
locating a selected individual document, Where the selected 
individual document is associated With a selected composite 
document and a selected folder. In addition, a selection tool 
is provided for selecting a function to be applied to the 
selected individual document includes an option to apply the 
function to other individual documents Within the selected 
composite document that are in the selected folder. The 
function includes one or more of copying, associating, 
printing, vieWing, applying protection, proposing a privilege 
category, proposing a privilege treatment, applying a pro 
duction decision and reporting. This alloWs the selected 
individual document to be operated on individually or With 
the other individual documents Within the selected compos 
ite document. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] Referring to the exemplary draWings Wherein like 
elements are numbered alike in the several FIGURES: 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary system 
for managing composite documents; 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of database tables 
utiliZed by exemplary embodiments of the present invention; 

[0013] FIG. 3 is an exemplary user interface screen for 
searching and retrieving composite documents; 
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[0014] FIG. 4 is an exemplary user interface screen illus 
trating the results of a search performed via the user inter 
face screen of FIG. 3; 

[0015] FIG. 5 is an exemplary ?owchart describing a 
process for copying and/or associating composite docu 
ments to a folder; 

[0016] FIG. 6 is an exemplary user interface screen illus 
trating the results of copying a composite document to a 
document folder; 

[0017] FIG. 7 is an exemplary ?oWchart describing a 
process for performing functions on a composite document; 

[0018] FIG. 8 is an exemplary user interface screen for 
vieWing a document image; 

[0019] FIG. 9 is an exemplary user interface screen for 
applying protections to a document; and 

[0020] FIG. 10 is an exemplary user interface screen for 
applying a production decision to a document. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

[0021] Referring to FIG. 1, a block diagram of an exem 
plary system for managing composite documents is gener 
ally shoWn. The system includes a litigation support appli 
cation (LSA) that is executed by one more computer 
programs located on a host system 104. The LSA manages 
litigation information and provides computer processes to 
perform activities in support of legal matters. In particular, 
the LSA supports the collection, storage, retrieval and 
revieW of discovery information for litigation, regulatory or 
other matters Where discovery information needs to be 
assembled. Discovery information includes documents that 
may be in any form such as draWings, photographs, test 
results, reports, memos, letters, data, transcripts, manuals, 
computer ?les and records. 

[0022] Referring to FIG. 1, the host system 104 executes 
computer instructions for performing composite document 
management functions. Acomposite document includes tWo 
or more individual documents that may be considered sepa 
rately or as a single unit. The system depicted in FIG. 1 
includes one or more user systems 102 through Which users 
at one or more geographic locations may contact the host 
system 104. The user systems 102 are coupled to the host 
system 104 via a netWork 106. Each user system 102 may be 
implemented using a general-purpose computer executing a 
computer program for carrying out the processes described 
herein. The user systems 102 may be personal computers 
(e.g., a lap top, a personal digital assistant) or host attached 
terminals. If the user systems 102 are personal computers, 
the processing described herein may be shared by a user 
system 102 and the host system 104 (e.g., by providing an 
applet to the user system 102). 

[0023] The netWork 106 may be any type of knoWn 
netWork including, but not limited to, a Wide area netWork 
(WAN), a local area netWork (LAN), a global netWork (e.g. 
Internet), a virtual private netWork (VPN), and an intranet. 
The netWork 106 may be implemented using a Wireless 
netWork or any kind of physical netWork implementation 
knoWn in the art. Auser system 102 may be coupled to the 
host system through multiple netWorks (e.g., intranet and 
Internet) so that not all user systems 102 are coupled to the 
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host system 104 through the same netWork. One or more of 
the user systems 102 and the host system 104 may be 
connected to the netWork 106 in a Wireless fashion. In one 
embodiment, the netWork is an intranet and one or more user 
systems 102 execute a user interface application (eg a Web 
broWser) to contact the host system 104 through the netWork 
106. In another exemplary embodiment, the user system 102 
is connected directly (i.e., not through the netWork 106) to 
the host system 104 and the host system 104 is connected 
directly to or contains the storage device 108. 

[0024] The storage device 108 includes a data repository 
With data relating to managing composite documents and 
may be implemented using a variety of devices for storing 
electronic information. It is understood that the storage 
device 108 may be implemented using memory contained in 
the host system 104 or that it may be a separate physical 
device. The storage device 108 is logically addressable as a 
consolidated data source across a distributed environment 

that includes a netWork 106. Information stored in the 
storage device 108 may be retrieved and manipulated via the 
host system 104 and/or via the user system 102. The data 
repository includes one or more databases containing docu 
ments in support of litigation. The documents in the data 
bases are typically scanned documents that are stored as 
images. These documents may be classi?ed as composite 
documents and/or individual components of a composite 
document. 

[0025] Individual documents that comprise a composite 
document are coded upon entry into the data repository (e. g., 
by a centraliZed group of document entry coordinators). The 
coding includes assigning a document type, an accession 
range, and an attachment range to each document. Each of 
the components (also referred to herein as ‘individual docu 
ments’) that constitute a composite document are assigned a 
unique accession range and Will share a common attachment 
range. The accession range is the page numbers associated 
With the individual document Within the composite docu 
ment (e.g., 005-008). The attachment range is the number of 
pages associated With the entire composite document (e.g., 
001-020). The document type describes the source docu 
ment and may include a value such as draWing, photograph, 
test result, report, memo, letter, data, transcription, manual, 
computer ?le, record, etc. By using the document type, 
accession range and attachment range in this manner, the 
computer programs are able to perform various functions on 
the composite document and/or its individual components. 

[0026] Databases Within the data repository on the storage 
device 108 are contained in either a privileged schema or a 
non-privileged schema. The privileged schema contains 
documents that have been classi?ed as privileged. For 
documents that Were originally in the non-privileged schema 
and subsequently moved to the privileged schema, a place 
holder indicating that the document has been removed for 
privilege may remain in the non-privileged schema. The 
non-privileged schema contains documents that have been 
classi?ed as non-privileged. In addition, documents may be 
classi?ed as partially privileged and include portions that are 
privileged and portions that are non-privileged. For partially 
privileged documents, a copy of the document With the 
privileged portions removed is stored in the non-privileged 
schema (along With a placeholder for each portion of the 
document that has been removed) and a full copy of the 
document is stored in the privileged schema. Access to the 
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privileged and non-privileged schemas is based on the 
security levels associated With individual users. In exem 
plary embodiments of the present invention, the host system 
104 operates as a database server and coordinates access to 

application data including data stored on the storage device 
108. A detailed description of the invention of LSA having 
the privileged and non-privileged schema With appropriate 
document treatment is found in commonly assigned patent 
application docket number GP-303762 entitled “System and 
Method for Electronically Managing Privileged and Non 
Privileged Documents”, ?led the same day as the present 
application, Jul. 2, 2004 and Which is herein incorporated by 
reference in its entirety. 

[0027] The host system 104 depicted in FIG. 1 may be 
implemented using one or more servers operating in 
response to a computer program stored in a storage medium 
accessible by the server. The host system 104 may operate 
as a netWork server (e. g., a Web server) to communicate With 
the user system 102. The host system 104 handles sending 
and receiving information to and from the user system 102 
and can perform associated tasks. The host system 104 may 
also include a ?reWall to prevent unauthoriZed access to the 
host system 104 and enforce any limitations on authoriZed 
access. For instance, an administrator may have access to the 
entire system and have authority to modify portions of the 
system. A ?reWall may be implemented using conventional 
hardWare and/or softWare as is knoWn in the art. 

[0028] The host system 104 may also operate as an 
application server. The host system 104 executes one or 
more computer programs to provide composite document 
management functions. Processing may be shared by the 
user system 102 and the host system 104 by providing an 
application (e.g., java applet) to the user system 102. Alter 
natively, the user system 102 can include a stand-alone 
softWare application for performing a portion or all of the 
processing described herein. As previously described, it is 
understood that separate servers may be utiliZed to imple 
ment the netWork server functions and the application server 
functions. Alternatively, the netWork server, the ?reWall, and 
the application server may be implemented by a single 
server executing computer programs to perform the requisite 
functions. 

[0029] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of database tables stored 
in the data repository on the storage device 108 and utiliZed 
by exemplary embodiments of the present invention. The 
document table 202 includes a record for each document. In 
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention the 
document table 202 includes ?elds for: a unique document 
identi?er; a document type (e.g., memo, letter, and photo 
graph); a case number, product information; issue informa 
tion; privilege information; and protection information. If 
the document is a composite document or a component of a 
composite document, the document table 202 Will also 
include ?elds for an accession range that speci?es the 
boundaries of an individual document and an attachment 
range Which identi?es the boundaries of the composite 
document (e.g., all document components). A typical docu 
ment table 202 may include over a hundred ?elds for 
searching on characteristics of the document, the examples 
described herein represent a subset of these ?elds. 

[0030] Documents are revieWed and decisions (e.g., pro 
duction status, privilege status and privilege category) 
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applied to documents by users With access to the LSA as 
Well as by remote revieWers Who do not have access to the 
LSA. A detailed description of the invention of LSA for 
remote revieW of documents is found in commonly assigned 
patent application docket number GP-303765 entitled “Sys 
tem and Method for Electronically Managing Remote 
RevieW of Legal Documents”, ?led the same day as the 
present application Jul. 2, 2004 and Which is herein incor 
porated by reference in its entirety. Also advantageously, the 
LSA alloWs the user to adopt documents and their prior 
decisions, such as decisions associated With a similar prior 
production instance, so that additional revieW of the same 
documents is not required. This feature is enabled since the 
LSA bene?cially stores all documents and all historical prior 
decisions associated With the documents, thereby enabling 
ef?ciency of document identi?cation by the LSA user and 
expedited revieW of documents relating to similar type of 
legal matters or production instances. A detailed description 
of the invention of LSA having this feature is found in 
commonly assigned patent application docket number 
GP-303763 entitled “System and Method for Electronically 
Managing Discovery Pleading Information”, ?led the same 
day as the present application Jul. 2, 2004 and Which is 
herein incorporated by reference in its entirety. 
[0031] The privilege/treatments table 212 contains data 
related to the privilege status of the document. There is one 
record in the privilege/treatments table 212 for each docu 
ment in the document table 212. Privilege information 
includes both privilege categorization (e.g., privileged, par 
tially privileged and non-privileged) and privilege treat 
ments (e.g., attorney Work product doctrine (AWPD) and 
attorney client privilege (ACP)). A privilege category is a 
general description of the level of privilege ascribed to a 
document. A document is assigned a status of privileged if, 
for example, it relates to a private communication betWeen 
a client and a legal entity. Protection information refers to a 
level of protection that should be afforded a document. For 
example, the contents of a document may include sensitive 
information that relates to the internal operations and poli 
cies of the entity. The entity may Wish to protect this content 
from external sources and/or speci?ed internal sources. 
Accordingly, a document may be classi?ed as protected or 
unprotected. Aprotected document may be further classi?ed 
as “con?dential” or “secret”, With the latter being given a 
higher degree of security. 
[0032] Also shoWn in FIG. 2 is a document folder table 
204 to specify the connection betWeen a document (e.g., a 
composite document) and one or more document folders. A 
document folder refers to a collection of documents that are 
grouped by the user into a speci?c folder. These documents 
may be related to a single case and/or to a single issue or by 
any other user speci?ed relationship. A subset of the ?elds 
in the document folder table 204 include a unique folder 
identi?er, a document identi?er and a database identi?er for 
the folder. Document records in the LSA are categoriZed into 
tWo separate instances: the master instance, Which is the 
permanent or default copy of the document stored in the 
document table 202, and the production instance, Which is a 
copy of the document used for a particular production. A 
production refers to discovery information that is delivered 
to an opposing counsel in response to a request for infor 
mation. Each document has only one master instance; hoW 
ever, each time a document is associated to a production 
folder via the production folder table 214, a neW and unique 
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production instance is created for that document. The docu 
ment table 202 provides ?elds for managing the master 
instances of these documents and a subset of the ?elds in the 
document table 202 may be designated as master status 
?elds. When master status ?elds are updated in the master 
instance of the document, these ?elds are also updated in any 
production instances of the document. 

[0033] FIG. 2 also depicts a production folder table 214. 
A production folder refers to a grouping of documents 
produced or proposed for production. The grouping of 
folders may be similarly related to one another as described 
above With respect to the document folder. The documents 
in a document folder have not been produced While the 
documents in a production folder have been produced or 
have been proposed for production. The production folder 
table 214 includes ?elds such as: a unique production 
document identi?er, a production folder identi?er, a produc 
tion identi?er, a document identi?er that points to the source 
document in the document table 202 (referred to in the 
production process as the master document), a production 
privilege category, and a protection status. 

[0034] Also shoWn in FIG. 2 is a production document 
table 206 that includes similar ?elds as provided in the 
document table 202, except that the ?elds relate to produc 
tion instances of the documents. Areports table 208 includes 
?elds for providing various reporting features associated 
With composite documents and their components. Reports 
may be generated by searching various ?elds provided in the 
document table 202 above. The database table 210 includes 
?elds to associate a document to a particular database. A 
subset of the possible ?elds in the tables depicted in FIG. 2 
have been described and may be utiliZed to manage com 
posite documents. 

[0035] As indicated above, once a composite document or 
composite document component has been coded (e.g., 
assigned a document type, accession range, and attachment 
range) and input into the data repository on the storage 
device 108, various functions are enabled by the LSA. A 
document search may be performed (e.g., using a search 
tool) via a user interface screen, such as the one depicted in 
FIG. 3. The user may select from a list of available search 
?elds 302 upon Which to search, folloWed by selecting one 
or more search criteria (e.g., operators 304, search terms 
306, and connectors 308) in the document search user 
interface screen 300. The search ?elds 302 may be sourced 
from ?elds located in the database tables depicted in FIG. 2. 
Multiple criteria may be selected for advanced search func 
tionality. Auser Who desires to search for all components of 
a single composite document, for example, may search for 
these documents by attachment range ?eld 310. If the user 
Wishes to vieW all components of a composite document that 
have a document type of ‘memo’, the user selects the 
document type ?eld (not shoWn) in the search ?elds 302, 
folloWed by selecting the operator ‘equal to’311 in the 
operator ?eld 304 and also enters ‘memo’ in the search term 
?eld 306. The user then selects the ‘next’ button 312 and the 
LSA searches storage device 108 for all documents that 
match the criteria entered. The results of the search are 
presented to the user via a user interface screen such as the 
one depicted in FIG. 4. 

[0036] The document information user interface screen 
400 depicted in FIG. 4 includes a document grid 402 that 
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provides a listing of documents and related document infor 
mation such as a document identi?er, accession range, 
attachment range, speci?c document type, and general docu 
ment type, to name a feW. The user may select one of the 
documents (e.g., by ‘right-clicking’ on a mouse or by 
selecting ‘vieW’404 in the toolbar of screen 400) Which 
results in the display of subWindoW 406 and a menu of 
functions available to the user. Functions that may be 
performed (e.g., via a selection tool) on the document via the 
subWindoW 406 include: copy to document folder 408 (to 
copy the selected document to a folder), associate document 
410 (to associate the selected document to a production 
folder), print document 412 and document image 414 (to 
vieW the selected document). These functions Will noW be 
described in further detail. 

[0037] When the user selects either copy document to 
folder 408 or associate document 410 from the subWindoW 
406 in FIG. 4, a process for copying and/or associating a 
document to a folder is initiated. An exemplary process for 
copying and/or associating a document to a folder is 
depicted in FIG. 5. Sample data for a composite document 
and its component documents are shoWn in the table beloW 
for use in describing the functions provided by the LSA With 
respect to FIG. 5. 

Accession Range Attachment Range 

001-002 001-015 
003-003 001-015 
004-007 001-015 
008-008 001-015 
009-012 001-015 
013-015 001-015 

[0038] Additionally, a table illustrating data pertaining to 
three component documents contained in both the composite 
document of the table above and a production folder are 
shoWn in the table beloW. 

Accession Range Attachment Range 

001-002 001-015 
004-007 001-015 
008-008 001-015 

[0039] At 502, the user selects a document to be copied or 
associated to a folder, as described previously in reference to 
FIG. 4. In addition, at 504, the user selects either copy to 
document folder 408 or associate document 410 from the 
subWindoW 406 in FIG. 4. The same processing is per 
formed for both the copy and associate functions With any 
exceptions noted herein. If the user has selected a composite 
document component (that is not currently associated With a 
folder) to be copied/ associated, the LSAWill prompt the user 
to determine if all related components of the composite 
document should be copied/associated to the folder at 506. 
If the user selects ‘yes’, the LSA Will copy/associate all of 
the components (or individual documents) of the composite 
document to Which the selected individual document 
belongs over to the folder at 508. Using the composite 
document table above, the LSA Will copy/associate docu 
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ments 001-002, 003-003, 004-007, 008-008, 009-012, and 
013-015 to the folder. If the user selects ‘no’ (i.e., indicating 
the user does not Wish to copy/associate all the component 
documents), the LSA Will copy/associate only the selected 
document to the folder at 510. 

[0040] A user may Want to copy/associate a set of docu 
ments in a document folder (referred to herein as an ‘origi 
nating folder’) to another folder such as a document folder 
or production folder (referred to herein as a ‘target folder’). 
A user is also permitted to copy a production folder to a 
second production folder. HoWever, it is not permitted for a 
production folder to be copied to a document folder since the 
documents contained in the production folder have been 
produced and/or proposed for production and should be 
managed separately. 

[0041] Referring to 504, if the user has selected an indi 
vidual document Within a composite document that is cur 
rently associated With a folder to be copied or associated to 
a target folder, then 512 is performed. At 512, the user is 
prompted to determine if the user requires that all of the 
other individual documents in the folder that are part of the 
same composite document as the selected individual docu 
ment should be copied or associated to the target folder. The 
LSAprompts the user once and applies the response to all of 
the individual documents in the set (i.e., the user Will not be 
required to make an individual determination for each 
component of the composite document). For purposes of 
illustration, the selected document is 001-002. Thus, 
because documents 001-002, 004-007, and 008-008 are all 
in the originating production folder of the table above, the 
LSA Will associate documents 001-002, 004-007, and 008 
008 to the desired target folder and Will not prompt the user 
to associate the other components. 

[0042] A sample user interface screen illustrating a folder 
association performed by a user is shoWn in FIG. 6. User 
interface screen 600 depicts a user tree 602 With various user 
folders 604 that include an ‘administration’ folder. Each of 
the user folders is assigned to individual LSA system users 
and/or user groups. Within the administration folder, a 
synchroniZation folder 606 is displayed, representing a 
folder that has been copied. As referred to in FIG. 6, a 
standing collection is a group of data, documents and other 
information related to a particular subject matter (e.g., a 
product line, a case matter, an allegation type, a data range, 
a business transaction, or any other grouping of particular 
interest). 
[0043] Referring back to FIG. 4, other functions (e.g., 
print document 412 and document image 414) may be 
performed on composite documents and their components 
via the subWindoW 406 in FIG. 4. In addition, other func 
tions (e.g., apply protection and privilege treatments, pro 
pose privilege, propose to add or change privilege treat 
ments and apply a production decision) may be performed 
once the document image is displayed. The ?oWchart of 
FIG. 7 describes a process for performing these functions. 
To initiate any of these functions, at 702, the user ?rst selects 
a document upon Which a function is to be performed as 
described previously in reference to FIG. 4. Next, at 704, the 
user selects a function to be performed (e.g., via the sub 
WindoW 406 in FIG. 4) as described previously in reference 
to FIG. 4 or the user selects a function via a toolbar When 
vieWing the document image. 
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[0044] At 706 in FIG. 7, the LSA prompts the user to 
determine Whether to apply the function to other document 
components (e.g., one or more of components (also referred 
to as individual documents) of the composite document to 
Which the selected document belongs). If the user speci?es 
that the function is to be applied to other components, one 
of tWo actions is performed, depending upon the nature of 
document selected. If the selected document is a master 
instance, the LSA Will apply the function to all components 
of the composite document at 708. If the selected document 
is a production instance, the LSA Will apply the function to 
only those components in the same production folder as the 
production document at 710. This is because the documents 
in a production folder have been produced or proposed for 
production. Because some of the components of the com 
posite document may not have been proposed or produced, 
these documents Will not be included in the association. 
Returning back to 706, if the user speci?es that the function 
is not to be applied to other components, the LSA Will apply 
the function to only the selected component document at 
712. The process described in FIG. 7 Will noW be described 
With respect to speci?c functions selected by a user. 

[0045] If the user selects print document 412 from the 
subWindoW 406 in FIG. 4, the selected document is printed 
and if the selected document is part of a composite docu 
ment, an option to print other individual documents from the 
composite is presented to the user. If the document is a 
composite document, then the user is prompted at 706 to 
determine if the user Wants to print other parts of the 
composite document. If the user Wants to print other com 
ponents and the selected document is a master document, 
then 708 is performed and the other individual documents, 
or components, in the composite document are printed along 
With the selected document. If the user Wants to print other 
components and the selected document is a production 
document, then 710 is performed and the other individual 
documents in the production folder that are from the same 
composite document are printed along With the selected 
document. 

[0046] If the user selects document image 414 from the 
subWindoW 406 in FIG. 4, the selected document is vieWed 
and if the selected document is part of a composite docu 
ment, an option to vieW other individual documents from the 
composite is presented to the user. The LSA prompts the user 
in accordance With the nature of the document selected (e. g., 
master instance or production instance). If the document 
selected by the user is a master instance, the prompt might 
include “Document (accession range) is part of composite 
document (attachment range). Do you Want to open the other 
parts of the composite document in the document image 
vieWer?” If the user replies ‘yes’, the LSA loads all com 
ponents of the composite document into a document image 
vieWer at 708. If the document selected by the user is a 
production instance, the prompt might include “Document 
(accession range) is part of a composite document (attach 
ment range), but all other parts may not eXist in the same 
production folder. Do you Want to open the other parts of the 
composite document that are in the same production folder 
in the document image vieWer?” If the user responds ‘yes’, 
the LSA loads only the documents that are associated With 
the same production folder as the selected document at 710. 
If the user responds ‘no’ to the prompt of 706, the LSA Will 
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load only the selected document into the document image 
vieWer at 712. A sample document image is shoWn in FIG. 
8. 

[0047] In exemplary embodiments of the present inven 
tion, once a document is loaded into the document image 
vieWer, a user may perform functions such as apply protec 
tion and privilege treatments; propose privilege; propose to 
add or change privilege treatments; and apply a production 
decision. These functions may be performed to the selected 
document and/or related component documents of a com 
posite document and Will folloW the process depicted in 
FIG. 7. 

[0048] The user may apply protection and protection treat 
ments to a document by selecting a protection treatments 
button 804 in the user interface screen 800 of FIG. 8. The 
LSA then prompts the user With a dialog box at 706 (e.g., for 
a master instance, “Document (accession range) is part of a 
composite document (attachment range). Do you Want to 
apply the same level of protection to the other parts of the 
composite document?” For a production instance, the 
prompt may be “Document (accession range) is part of a 
composite document (attachment range) but all other parts 
may not exist in the same production folder. Do you Want to 
apply protection to the other parts of the composite docu 
ment that are in the same production folder?”). If the user 
replies ‘yes’, the LSApresents a document protection screen 
900 as shoWn in FIG. 9. As shoWn in FIG. 9, a user selects 
the ‘protected’ checkbox to specify that the document is 
assigned a protected status. The user may further select an 
additional protection category if desired (e.g., secret or 
con?dential). To apply the treatment, the user then selects 
‘OK’902. If the document is a master instance, the LSA Will 
apply the protection selected in FIG. 9 to all component 
documents at 708. If the document is a production instance, 
the LSA Will apply the protection selected in FIG. 9 to the 
documents that are in the same production folder as the 
selected document at 710. If the user indicates that other 
components should not be assigned the treatment, the LSA 
Will apply the treatment only to the selected document at 
712. 

[0049] Composite documents and their components may 
also be assigned proposed privilege categories (e.g., privi 
leged, unprivileged) and proposed privilege treatments (e.g., 
ACP, AWPD) by a user. When a privilege category or 
treatment is proposed, it may undergo administrative revieW 
and approval before it is applied or committed (e.g., made 
permanent). Thus, a proposed privilege category or treat 
ment may be saved in storage pending this approval. 

[0050] A user proposes a privilege category (e.g., privi 
leged, non-privileged, partially privileged) to a document 
via the document image vieWer. If the selected document is 
a master instance, the LSA prompts the user at 706 With 
“Document (accession range) is part of composite document 
(attachment range). Do you Want to propose privilege to the 
other parts of the composite document?” If the user replies 
‘yes’, the LSA Will propose privilege to the other compo 
nents of the composite document at 708. If the document is 
a production instance, the LSA may prompt the user With 
“Document (accession range) is part of a composite docu 
ment (attachment range) but all other parts may not exist in 
the same production folder. Do you Want to Want to propose 
privilege to the other parts of the composite document that 
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are in the same production folder?” If yes, the LSA assigns 
the privilege category or treatment to the other individual 
documents Within the composite document in the same 
production folder at 710. If the user replies ‘no’, the LSA 
Will propose privilege to the selected document only at 712. 
The documents are then ?agged to re?ect that they are 
pending a change in privilege status. In exemplary embodi 
ments of the present invention, the proposed privilege cat 
egory or treatment is associated With the document by 
updating values in the document table 202 so that systems 
and users that access the document are noti?ed of the 

proposed privilege category or treatment. Fields in the 
document table 202 and privilege/treatments table 212 are 
updated to re?ect the proposed category or treatment. 

[0051] A user may propose to add or change a privilege 
treatment to a document via the document image vieWer. For 
example, a user may modify the privilege treatment of a 
document (e.g., to change the privilege treatment from to 
AWPD to ACP) or may add a privilege treatment to a 
document (e.g., add ACP to a document With an existing 
treatment of AWPD). If the document is a master instance, 
the LSAprompts the user at 706 With “Document (accession 
range) is part of composite document (attachment range). Do 
you Want to propose to add this privilege treatment to the 
other privileged parts of the composite document?” If the 
user replies ‘yes’, the LSA Will propose the privilege treat 
ment to only those documents that are privileged at 708. If 
the user replies ‘no’, the LSA Will propose the privilege 
treatment to the selected document only at 712. If the 
document is a production instance, the LSA may prompt the 
user With “Document (accession range) is part of a com 
posite document (attachment range) but all other parts may 
not exist in the same production folder. Do you Want to Want 
to propose to add or change this privilege treatment to the 
other privileged parts of the composite document that are in 
the same production folder?” If the user replies ‘yes’, the 
LSAWill propose the privilege treatment to those documents 
that are privileged at 710. The document table 202 and 
privilege/treatments table 212 are updated to re?ect the 
proposed modi?cation. In addition, any records in the pro 
duction document table 206 that correspond to the document 
are updated to re?ect the proposed modi?cation. 

[0052] A user may apply a production decision to a 
document via the document image vieWer using a produc 
tion decision user interface screen 1000 such as the one 

depicted in FIG. 10. The production decision user interface 
screen 1000 enables a user to make production decisions for 
all of the documents being associated to a production folder. 
When associating a document folder into a production 
folder, four production decisions are available: individual 
revieW (no decision), hold Without revieW, do not produce 
Without revieW, and produce Without revieW. By selecting 
individual revieW, the decision to produce is postponed 
during the association process. The decision may be made at 
a later time. When a user selects ‘hold Without revieW’, a 
decision to hold the documents is assigned With a descrip 
tion of the hold reason and the person for Whom the 
documents are held. Selecting the ‘produce Without revieW’ 
option Will assign a decision to produce all of the docu 
ments. ‘Do not produce Without revieW’ causes a decision to 
be assigned that results in all of the documents being held 
Without production. 
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[0053] Exemplary embodiments of the present invention 
provide a set of canned reports such as a pending privilege 
report, a document privilege status report, a produced docu 
ments report, and a production decision revieW report, to 
name a feW. Additional reports may be created using ad hoc 
reporting tools to create reports to run against any of the 
?elds in the tables depicted in FIG. 2. 

[0054] Exemplary embodiments of the present invention 
include managing composite documents in support of liti 
gation. Individual documents that comprise a composite 
document are coded upon receipt by an entity. Each of the 
components that constitute a composite document are 
assigned a unique accession range but Will share a common 
attachment range. By coding the documents in this manner, 
the entity is able to perform various functions on the 
composite document and/or its individual components. 

[0055] As described above, the embodiments of the inven 
tion may be embodied in the form of computer-implemented 
processes and apparatuses for practicing those processes. 
Embodiments of the invention may also be embodied in the 
form of computer program code containing instructions 
embodied in tangible media, such as ?oppy diskettes, CD 
ROMs, hard drives, or any other computer-readable storage 
medium, Wherein, When the computer program code is 
loaded into and executed by a computer, the computer 
becomes an apparatus for practicing the invention. An 
embodiment of the present invention can also be embodied 
in the form of computer program code, for example, Whether 
stored in a storage medium, loaded into and/or executed by 
a computer, or transmitted over some transmission medium, 
such as over electrical Wiring or cabling, through ?ber 
optics, or via electromagnetic radiation, Wherein, When the 
computer program code is loaded into and executed by a 
computer, the computer becomes an apparatus for practicing 
the invention. When implemented on a general-purpose 
microprocessor, the computer program code segments con 
?gure the microprocessor to create speci?c logic circuits. 

[0056] While the invention has been described With ref 
erence to exemplary embodiments, it Will be understood by 
those skilled in the art that various changes may be made and 
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof Without 
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many 
modi?cations may be made to adapt a particular situation or 
material to the teachings of the invention Without departing 
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended 
that the invention not be limited to the particular embodi 
ment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying 
out this invention, but that the invention Will include all 
embodiments falling Within the scope of the appended 
claims. Moreover, the use of the terms ?rst, second, etc. do 
not denote any order or importance, but rather the terms ?rst, 
second, etc. are used to distinguish one element from 
another. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A system for electronically managing composite docu 

ments, comprising: a repository of electronically stored 
individual documents, Where a subset of the individual 
documents are associated With other individual documents 
to form composite documents; a search tool for locating a 
selected individual document, Where the selected individual 
document is associated With a selected composite document; 
and a selection tool for selecting a function to be applied to 
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the selected individual document, Where an option is pro 
vided to apply the function to other individual documents 
Within the selected composite document, thereby alloWing 
the selected individual document to be operated on indi 
vidually or With the other individual documents Within the 
selected composite document. 

2. A system for electronically managing composite docu 
ments, comprising: a repository of electronically stored 
individual documents, Where a subset of the individual 
documents are associated With other individual documents 
to form composite documents; a search tool for locating a 
selected individual document, Where the selected individual 
document is associated With a selected composite document 
and a selected folder; and a selection tool for selecting a 
function to be applied to the selected individual document, 
Where an option is provided to apply the function to other 
individual documents Within the selected composite docu 
ment that are in the selected folder, thereby alloWing the 
selected individual document to be operated on individually 
or With the other individual documents Within the selected 
composite document. 

3. A system for electronically managing composite docu 
ments, comprising: a repository of electronically stored 
individual documents, Where a subset of the individual 
documents are associated With other individual documents 
to form composite documents; a search tool for locating a 
selected individual document, Where the selected individual 
document is associated With a selected composite document; 
and a selection tool for selecting a function to be applied to 
the selected individual document, Where an option is pro 
vided to apply the function to other individual documents 
Within the selected composite document and the function 
includes one or more of copying, associating, printing and 
vieWing, thereby alloWing the selected individual document 
to be operated on individually or With the other individual 
documents Within the selected composite document. 

4. A system for electronically managing composite docu 
ments, comprising: a repository of electronically stored 
individual documents, Where a subset of the individual 
documents are associated With other individual documents 
to form composite documents; a search tool for locating a 
selected individual document, Where the selected individual 
document is associated With a selected composite document; 
and a selection tool for selecting a function to be applied to 
the selected individual document, Where an option is pro 
vided to apply the function to other individual documents 
Within the selected composite document and the function 
includes one or more of copying, associating, printing, 
vieWing, applying protection, proposing a privilege cat 
egory, proposing a privilege treatment, applying a produc 
tion decision and reporting, thereby alloWing the selected 
individual document to be operated on individually or With 
the other individual documents Within the selected compos 
ite document. 

5. A method for managing composite documents having 
an original grouping, the method comprising: 

separating and storing an original grouping of documents 
as individual documents; 

creating a composite document by associating the indi 
vidual documents from the original grouping to each 
other; 

receiving a user request to select one or more of the 

individual documents; 
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in response to receiving the user request, automatically 
providing a noti?cation to the user that the selected 
individual document is part of the composite docu 
ment; 

receiving a user instruction from the user to perform a 
function on one or more of the individual documents or 

to perform the function on the composite document; 
and 

performing the function in response to the receiving the 
user instruction. 

6. The method of claim 5 Wherein the noti?cation includes 
a listing of the individual documents contained in the 
composite document. 

7. The method of claim 5 further comprising assigning 
one or more attributes to the individual documents, the 
attributes unrelated to the original grouping. 

8. The method of claim 7 further comprising providing the 
ability to search the individual documents based on the 
attributes. 

9. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 
function includes copying at least one of a teXt or image 
Within one or more of the individual documents or the 

composite document. 
10. The method of claim 5, Wherein each of said indi 

vidual documents includes a master instance, and a subset of 
said individual documents further includes a production 
instance for each of said individual documents in said 
subset, said production instance indicating at least one of a 
production and proposed production of the individual docu 
ments in the subset. 

11. The method of claim 10, Wherein said production 
instance is stored in a production folder. 

12. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 
function includes vieWing at least one of a teXt or image 
Within one or more of the individual documents or the 

composite document. 
13. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 

function includes printing at least one of a teXt or image 
Within one or more of the individual documents or the 
composite document. 

14. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 
function includes associating at least one of a teXt or image 
Within one or more of the individual documents or the 

composite document. 
15. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 

function includes applying a privilege category to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 

documents or the composite document. 
16. The method of claim 15, Wherein the privilege cat 

egory includes a privileged status and a non-privileged 
status. 

17. The method of claim 5, Wherein said performing the 
function includes applying a privilege treatment to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 
documents or the composite document. 

18. The method of claim 17, Wherein said privilege 
treatment includes one or both of attorney client privilege 
and attorney Work product doctrine. 

19. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 
function includes applying a protection treatment to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 

documents or the composite document. 
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20. The method of claim 19, Wherein said protection 
treatment includes a protected status and an unprotected 
status, Wherein said protected status further includes a secret 
status and a con?dential status. 

21. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 
function includes adding or changing a privilege treatment 
to at least one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the 

individual documents or the composite document. 
22. The method of claim 5, Wherein the performing the 

function includes applying a production decision to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 

documents or the composite document. 
23. The method of claim 22, Wherein the production 

decision is selected from a list comprising: 

individual revieW; 

hold Without revieW; 

do not produce Without revieW; and 

produce Without revieW. 
24. A system for managing composite documents, the 

system comprising a host system, the host system including 
instructions to implement a method comprising: 

separating and storing an original grouping of documents 
as individual documents; 

creating a composite document by associating the indi 
vidual documents from the original grouping to each 
other; 

receiving a user request to select one or more of the 

individual documents; 

in response to receiving the user request, automatically 
providing a noti?cation to the user that the selected 
individual document is part of the composite docu 
ment; 

receiving a user instruction from the user to perform a 
function on one or more of the individual documents or 

to perform the function on the composite document; 
and 

performing the function in response to the receiving the 
user instruction. 

25. The system of claim 24 Wherein the noti?cation 
includes a listing of the individual documents. 

26. The system of claim 24 further comprising assigning 
one or more attributes to the individual documents, the 
attributes unrelated to the original grouping. 

27. The system of claim 26 further comprising providing 
the ability to search the individual documents based on the 
attributes. 

28. The system of claim 24, Wherein the performing the 
function includes copying at least one of a teXt or image 
Within one or more of the individual documents or the 
composite document. 

29. The system of claim 24, Wherein each of said indi 
vidual documents includes a master instance, and a subset of 
said individual documents further includes a production 
instance for each of said individual documents in said 
subset, said production instance indicating at least one of a 
production and proposed production of the individual docu 
ments in the subset. 

30. The system of claim 29, Wherein said production 
instance is stored in a production folder. 
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31. The system of claim 24, wherein the performing the 
function includes vieWing at least one of a teXt or image 
Within one or more of the individual documents or the 
composite document. 

32. The system of claim 24, Wherein the performing the 
function includes printing at least one of a teXt or image 
Within one or more of the individual documents or the 

composite document. 
33. The system of claim 24, Wherein the performing the 

function includes associating at least one of a teXt or image 
to a production folder Within one or more of the individual 
documents or the composite document. 

34. The system of claim 24, Wherein the performing the 
function includes applying a privilege category to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 
documents or the composite document. 

35. The system of claim 34, Wherein the privilege cat 
egory includes a privileged status and a non-privileged 
status. 

36. The system of claim 24, Wherein said performing the 
function includes applying a privilege treatment to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 
documents or the composite document. 

37. The system of claim 36, Wherein said privilege 
treatment includes one or both of attorney client privilege 
and attorney Work product doctrine. 

38. The system of claim 24, Wherein the performing the 
function includes applying a protection treatment to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 

documents or the composite document. 
39. The system of claim 38, Wherein said protection 

treatment includes a protected status and an unprotected 
status, Wherein said protected status further includes a secret 
status and a con?dential status. 

40. The system of claim 24, Wherein the performing the 
function includes adding or changing a privilege treatment 
to at least one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the 

individual documents or the composite document. 

Jan. 13, 2005 

41. The system of claim 24, Wherein the performing the 
function includes applying a production decision to at least 
one of a teXt or image Within one or more of the individual 
documents or the composite document. 

42. The system of claim 41, Wherein the production 
decision is selected from a list comprising: 

individual revieW; 

hold Without revieW; 

do not produce Without revieW; and 

produce Without revieW. 
43. A computer program product for managing privileged 

documents, the computer program product comprising: 

a storage medium readable by a processing circuit and 
storing instructions for execution by the processing 
circuit for performing a method comprising: 

separating and storing an original grouping of docu 
ments as individual documents; 

creating a composite document by associating the indi 
vidual documents from the original grouping to each 
other; 

receiving a user request to select one or more of the 

individual documents; 

in response to receiving the user request, automatically 
providing a noti?cation to the user that the selected 
individual document is part of the composite docu 
ment; 

receiving a user instruction from the user to perform a 
function on one or more of the individual documents 

or to perform the function on the composite docu 
ment; and 

performing the function in response to the receiving the 
user instruction. 

* * * * * 


